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Modern Hiftoii^: 
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O T H E 
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The Hiftory of AMERICA. 


INTRODUCTION. 


J\ S individuals arc proteJled, in the enjoyment of their General 
/-% weayi and commerce, by the power of the commu- refleStons 
nity ; the publick deduces equivalent advantages i 

from the exteiiiive trade and vail opulence of pii\ate perfons. utility of 
With refpcdl to commeicc, th|c grandeur of the ftate, and rommerccf 
the happincfs of its l^^jbjedts, are infepar^sUftT^lhough^fome 
^ refined fpeculatiils have cndea^chired to refute an axiom that 
is^delTevident. '^^hen mankind left their favf^ge ftate, they 
naturally becam^hfciiftandmvn and artizans, which were 
Ahe firtt fteps towards becoming civilized ; bccaufe the im- 
rpro^ement of arts required the full exertion of their intcllefls. 

T[^at policy, mdebd, is narrow and violent, which aggran- 
dizes the publick by the oppreffion of individuals. Everything 
is pufehafed by labour, which, alone, is more valuable than 
the iich|,ft mines of gold and filvcr : the pofleflion of the latter 
hwtjl rcnd-Tfd nations poor and contemptible^ but never was " 

^hcre 4."' inftance, where affluence and felicity failed to ac- 
AIoo.'HioT. VoL.XXXVIll. B company 
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‘With A- 
merica. 


th itf Amencm 

aMilpanyindufby guided by pru4ai^^^ Afi|{icrfli 
boar is a real treafure to fociety^ wfaich may at auy^ 
employed, like Monty ^ in the puUick fervicc. Hca 
the great ad va.ua^c of foreign commerce, which, by ti ^ 
ing the labc ar,in eiFedlincreares the grandeur of the 
the wealth and felicity of the fubjedls* By its ^ 

niihes i^.e materials of induftry, and by its escorts it 
cncoi^'^g-.ment for working up divers commodities, not 
jjuiieafor domellic confumption* Hence the mind 
"^additional vigour, it enlarges its powers and faculties, Wa 
the fp ) it of improv-.^nt is pulne^o every art and fcietiee* 
PhiIo(j)phy and the^ of war ary beft underfiood in thofc 
count >s, where thl mechanic arts have attained the greateft 
perfeftioB. ^ 

and parti* we confider commerce as rfrential to induftry, and la- 
culatly of hour neq^^arv to the opulence and happinefs of fociety, we 
the trade cannot b%t r gard the difeovery of the vaft continent of Ame^ 
rica^ and the infinity of wealthy iflands v\ith which it is fur- 
rounded, as one of the moft important confcquences of the 
happy difeovery of the qpmpafs, and tTio improvement in navigg^ 
tion^ Without a knowledge of xhtlFt/i IndicSytho intercourf^ 
>yuh the Ea/I-In^l^ci would be of little advaniige to Eufope 5 
it might even be pernicious, by draining it of the gold and 
filver : whereas we now purchafe ti e commodities of the 
latter, not only with Eutopuri manu failures, but with then 
filver dug in the mines of Potoji. To her poffiflions m 
Chilly Peru^ Mexic^ and the AnUilcs^ Spain owes all her opu 
lence. Gnat Britatm hath, by me ms o^her colonies on tlj ^ 
continent of America^ and her iflands in the WeJi*Indie\ 
raifed herfelf to her prefent aflonifhing and ^''-envied 
height of grandeur and importance. Port^ moft hetV*^ 
herexifltnce on her pofTeifions even the barren^ 

Canadi haifi been fiuitfulof bleflinasto // by promoting 
her trade andpO^iHliAffon, nc^ to fpealt of the benefits ar fing 
ixomGuadahuptf Mar tin»co^ and Ca$-Bi cton. The inter- 
courfe With Surinam^ and tBe mam, has brought^ 

great wealth into Holland, In a word,^^^y nation in Eu^ 
rope hath made attempts to obtain ftJtnc eftablifliment irf 
country fraught with all thefc commodities, which the pro-^^ 
giefs of fciencc, of luxury, and refinen^ent, has rendered 
almoft eilential to exiftence ; whiefi alone would be fufficient 
evidence of the utility of the difeovery of thejuftly celebrated , 
Columkts^ could not thelnoft irrefiagable arguments be de- 
duced from rcafon and philofophy. At this iundtbre, ^he 
colonies may be confideied as the vitals of Gt eat- Britain^ 
whi^4h diffufe their fpirits through all the memb^s of thb 
. . body. 




of Athcrf(bi. | 

whicbitlsciftss tficy arc, indeed, the Hvih|; 
lirheAce we draw all our nourifhu^nc. The trade 
Bd&telqmes is in fad a foreign comm^^, can led on 
Iwnduded under the diredfion of the motn^^ Country ; 
iOCqrdingly we find, that, in proportion as^e fcveral 
ISleWm df cherifli their plantations, they squire a 

largee fhare of maritime firength, eflablilh a moic^Ts^itful 
HUHety of feamen, gain a more confiderable fund 
^tnd|Froinire faireft for the fovereignty of the ocean. 
dVer, to infift on the imnoitance to of the gold of 

Chili and Brajily of the 'fiver of fugar, \diga 

and cofi^ec of the Antilles^ furs oPUmiada^ the of 
^tftUiifomdland^l\\t tob4^ooff'/r^i/utf andilflv;^^^/JLe preci- 
ous Itones, balfams, genufj®^? Sfc, dying- woDc^T^nd otl^r com- 
modities of the iflands and co^ptinent of AniLiica^ wpuld &e / 
only to repeat what has been hackneyed by 'political 
writer of the laft centur? . It is our piovince to inquire into Htjtgnaf 
[the means of this va?t difeovery, to relate the hifiory of 
the naiiuns, to trdcc the of the conquefl: and co-r>^orj, 

[f^ization of Ametuu and the JVefl-lndiTs^ to Jay before our 
Baders a minute gcog«iphical iicf^npiion of the country, 
dqfcribe its produdtious, natuial and aitificial, afeertain the* 
ftrid limits of each divifion, and the legal boundaries of 
the feveral European fcttlemcnts, explain the connexion of 
5lhe colonies with each other, the peculiar trade carried on 
bv each, and the general commerce of the country ; in a 

( d, to give the publick what was never^ before attempted, 
ompletc political^ commercial, and iiatuial hiftory of 
fourth fh'Mfion of the globe. Called the New Worlds or 
Wejlern c- weav^^t leaft as fai as isconfiftent with the na- 
^j«i*ips^of our titilgn^ and the limits of an Univerfal Modern 
^tiijhry, • * 

Before we enter upon voyage^ under^ken to this coun- 
try under the patronage court of Spain^'W^iW be iffe- 

ceflary to mention, that ^tumhu^^s led to the difeovery not 
onl)fcfrom a confidi^tion of the terraqueous globe, and the 
"elation of certain ifep-^rccked modern mariners, but by 
idea which fcveral eminent writers entertained of an un- 
Kiown^continent to the weftward. In general it was be- 
lieved, that the land terminated with the Canaries or Fortu^ 
nate-IJlands , yet feveral of the more penetrating were per* 
fuaded, ^hat an immenfe trail of land muft lie beyond the 
Atlantic Oican, ' 'In one of his dialogues Plato fpeaks of the 
Atlantis^ and there is iliii extant, in thecolle^ion 


^ In Tim. 


B 2. 



Hiftofy of Aj&ripi. 

of Grie\ Poetical Fragments % ©kcriptibn xif it in vetft, 
afcribed to Solonr who borrowed the relation from an JSgyftim 
prieft, Too<8ifefs the truth, all thcfe hints^ taken tfOti) 
Plato and .sW, have fo much the air of poetic 
they cannot be confidered of weight fufficient to deter*mine. 
whethe* they abfolutely iintcrtaincd any idea of the wcftcrr 
contiW^’^t. The ingenious political trafileft by Sir Thoma. 
^ay furnifli an equally good argument to pofteHty 
Euiopia alluded to fome undifeovered country, o 
whicl\ he had a ^^^^eral conception. It is otherwife wxti 
refp^ to the teftimo of Arifloth becaufe he not only con- 
cur^ vith a future lYiftorian, buydefeends to particulars. Ir 
a to this philofcphcr^ we are tbld, that th« 

Cartha^nians dh^iivered an iWmfTar beyond the Pillars Oj 
Herculi^^ large, fertile, and hiely watered with navigabh 
rivers, \W6^uninhabitcd. This ifland was diftant a few dayi 
* failing from the continent ; its beaftjly attradled the difeo- 
verersito fettle there , but the policy of Carthage diflodged th< 
colony, and laid ftri£l prtXiirbiticm on all the fuWefts of the 
ftate not to attempt any future eftablifhment. This accolS*^ 
is confirmed by an hiftorian of no rr ean credit, who relates. 
‘ that the Tyiians would have planted a colony in the nc*A 
difeovered ifland, which fome takes to be Hifpaniola^^ bul 
they were oppofed by the Carthaginians for ftatc-rcafons 
It was feared left the natural advantages, which it was re- 
ported this country enjoyed, might induce too many of th** 
citizens to defert their native foil, whereby the governn#^ 
would be weakened, induftry ch^cke^^,* and the vaft mV 
time power of the republic diminiftied, Belides it was urgP 
that this ifland ought to be referved as an "Jylum, to which 
they might retiie with fafety, when oppi'elTtd by any 
of fortune, or public cal iUnty. A pafl'age hath alfo been 
quoted fiom tl^ird of the M^dia of Seneca (A), in 
confirmation^ of the opinion, that *a^diough America was un- 
difeovered, the ancients a ftfolig notion of large Coun- 
tries beyonfl the reach of their prefenr 'knowledge, in a 
fragment that remains of T hecpompics there is an allc- 

Poet. Fragm. edit. Log. ap. Stephan. ^ De Mundi 
« Diod. Sic. Hilt. ^ 

(A) ■ ■ — ■ ■ Venient annis 

Ssecuk ifns, quibus oceanus 
Vincula rerum laxet, et ingens' ' 

Pateat tellus, Typhifque novos’ 

Dctegat orbes ; nec fit terris 

Ultima Thule.—— Med. aft. ni. v. 375. 



of AnicrS^i; " 

1 ^.0$ ifftabited by two nations of warriort 

mi d^otecs i and oneot the fathers affirms that beyond 
tfee Qtf^an there is another world ; howevcK,both LaSiantius 
ridicule this notion, and*tW opinion that 
the prth was globular: even to the days dt^alileoy the 
R^Jh clergy regarded the rotation of the earth \n its axis 
as cemtradi^ory to the facred doftrine. Upon thf it is 
plain that the ancients dreamed fomething about a'hj J^^orld, 
and that they tranfmitted to poftcrity an'imperfedft f|rp5tf»Q 
account of thoft regions; ])ut it is equally certaiiil that 
the general opinion was, that all tlyltAnatcs between the 
tropics were uninhabitable^; a judgme^V^uilt on an ax^m of 
their abfurd philofophy, thjftt the healthfcind prefervu^on of 
the animal dependctKp.v^r-A due mixture propor- 

tion of the four elements, vAich could nctif happen {inderkthe 
torrid zone, where fire and emanations of «/,th^|hn muft 
abforb all the other qyialities. To recite the fabikous ftory 
of Madoc^ a IVeljh pKnee, and the tale related by William of 
Nevjbery^ of two green child ren w ho were found in* a field, 
the reign of king Stephen^ wou*^ afford the judicious 
"^reader as little amufement as ipftrudion ; we fhall therefore 
.jDmit thefe, tahe it for granted, that the* actual difeoverf 
of the ifland and continent of America was made in the 15 th 
century, and prqgeed to a relation of the circumftances of 
3 that important tranfa^tion (B). 


^ S E C T. L* ' 

JContaining a general Relation of the Voyages made hy 

: //&<? 5^niards^r«y^^r^‘/& c/* America. 

* f • • 

A S wc have, in the courfe of pur labours, already given a 
Ihort hiftory of tllje-life ano difcovlrirfs‘^®?/a;«ittj^ the 
famous Genoefe admiral^/ it' wjj^ be fuificient to fpecify in this 
place fuch cirC'^^ances js arc nccelfary to place in one 
cqUeflive point orViev^the complete difeovery of the iflands 

^ ^ pREG. in S. Clemen. * Mod. Univ. Hift. vol. xi. 

374‘ 


(Bf Tofpcculatifts, and per- 
fons of more Icifure, we leave 
th^ ufeldfs labour of enquiring 
by what means America was 
pedpled>\* This fubjefl; may 


form,an excellent difpntanon in 
th! academy ; but we appre- 
hend it would be foreign to our 
purpofe as hiitorians. 




, The Htjlory of 

and continent of Jm^rita. It w||8 in the month of AlfUtil 
> i 492 > Chrijhpher Columbutj aftfer experiencing repeated 

mortifications yyd difappointnicnts at the courts of Fmncif^ 
England, zi^pain^ was at length, under the queen’s, 
age, honc^d with the commiffion of admiral to their qatho* 
lie maje^Jes, and viceroy of all the iflands and continents 
whiclj^^3uld difeover and acquire in the ocean. Imme- 
dia^Ijitji repairejl to Palos de Meguere^ where a fmall fqua* 
-dronJL onfifting of three veffels, manned with an hundred 
and twenty men, was appointecL to attend him, and be eti- 
tirelj^irefted by 'f^Hfirders. On the 3d day of duguft he 
quitfffl Spain^ aniL^Jner a tedious navigation, during which 
Colum- the lafi^rs mutiniw, he fell inj with Guinaya^ one of the 
h\xi di/~ ihe I2th Finding the ifland 

carvers vvcSl inliabited, the admiial wAt on Ihorc, and with proper 
Bahama:, folemniil^is^lc poiTelTion in^’^e name of their catholic ma^ 
Cuba, Jpg 'The natives were thrown ino the utmoft affoniih-* , 
Hifpani- fight of the fhips, which they* took for fea-monfters, 

^ and theii admirat on was !T\^.':‘*alv.d bv the Ilrange appearance 

of the Spfuiw}/h^ w^r> landed. They gazed with wondu^^ 
at pheir beards, fair complexions, and cloaths ; and joyfully 
teccived the trhling pretents diftributcd W the admiral. 
When the Spaniards returned to their fhips, roe Indians fwim* 
med after them, exprefled theii gratitudr for the prefents 
by figns and tokens, and feemed extremely dcfirous to enters 
j ‘ into a more farrJliai intercoulV. 

' Aftfr calling the ifland St. Salvador^ and learning fror*' 

the natives, that thV gold plates which they wore in th^ 
nofts came from a large ifland to the fouthward, CoIumb\ 
proceeded on his voyage, touched at fevera.\ other of the 
Lucayo or Bahama ifi.mds, and on the Odlober , 

rived at Ccha^ lltua.td bet^veen /o and 23 degrees of north " 
latitude, and 74 and 87 (J'*grecs of weft longitude, being 
neatiSoo length, '^ind abotj/ 70 in breadth and 

more at the fouthern extre^n’ty. fi^iving intelligence f.om 
the natives, tifat all the golcf Same from an illandjp 

/ the fouth-eaft, he purfued his vbvage, i^^er making a few 

general ohfervations, and arrived at ^ohioy or the land* 
cottages, on the 6th day of December, to which he gave the^ 
name o^ Htfpamola (C). He ha^ carried feme lndians*Trom 
Cuba, and by means of thefe endeavoured to cultivate a fa- 
miliarity with the inhal^itants of this laft difeovertd ifland ; 
but they fled with the utnrfbft velocity at their approach, and 

(C) It 7$ by corruption that wc call the ifland P^/payiiol^^ 
puc crigir^l name being la F/iamla. 


feemed 



ftemed ta regard'^thie mamards with «gual horror ami to* 
prize: however, as he had the good for^ne to take a female 
prMbner, whom he treated with great hunfc'^ity, her report 
a more favourable opinion of tne^rangers, and 
hroyghc about the intercourfe fo much d^^fired. \At firft they 
trembled, and ftarted back upon touching the cRjiths of the 
Spa^iiirds \ then they laid their hands upon thejr'tt^ads, in 
t^en of fefpe£t, cafl their eyes up to heaven, ai'^^ ^Warded 
them as divinities ; a notion that was confirmed fty 
fents of glafs-beads, and/>ther fliiljtng gliterring jirinkets 
they received. Here l^olumhus wa^\-^ed by the \a%iqu€^ 
who exprefled great curiofity to fee Spanijh Ihiptv His 
retinue connfted of two hundred men, ^elides his r.ime mi- 
nifler and coimrellol^t' i.'^was carried^or'^tfl/fer ‘^pon mens 
fhouldcrs, though a robufflUoung felloWj and difjiingusfhed 
' w ith marks of the deepeft i|^e£l and venera^jnijji On his 
coming on board he behaved with the utmoft dignity and 
Iblemnity, ordering lill his train to keep at a diftance, except 
twoofhis counrcllors,^wbo his feet. He eat and drank 
1 / with the admiral, had his mouth exa^ri^ed by his counfellors, 
(hook his head at wh^ Columbus ordereefno be told himf that 
^hc was only tite fervant of the king of Lem and Cajiihy and 
believed, with ^he Indians of Cuha^ that the Spaniards were 
fupernarural be*\gs. The admiral made fome prefents of 
beads, flippers, and^loaths, to the monarch, who was highly 
delighted with his reception ; and the failors bartered pieces 

J ^f broken glafs, earthen plates, and other trifles, with the 
lati^/es for gold ri§gs, which they wofe in their nofes, and 
mall plates of gold ; however, it was foon known that gold 
v/as not the '^duce of the ifland, but of a country to the 
e^flward. the chief objeft of the voyage; but 

though Columbus was difaf)pointrf in the expeftations enter- 
tained ot the value of the iflarJ, he refolved to eflablifh a 
colony that mi^ht p\vQ ufeful^o his ftrtK‘j::*^;7i»pofes.^ To 
cffifl: this defign, it \^s,nec^ry to confult the inclinations * 
of the five fovt^gns, among whom the ifland was divided. 
Accordingly th AWmiral fiaa an interview with king Guacana^ 
}gari^ exchanged p[efefits with him, and fettled a colony, 
built a fort, and mounted it with cannon, in order to com- 
foaiTB the more fcfpefl:^ The colony was compofed of 
thirty-nine Spaniards^ under the conduft of James de Avana ; 
the fort was called Navidad^ or ^athity : and Columbus^ 
carrying with him feveral native^of the ifland, and a fuffi- 
cjipnt quantity of gold to evince the importance of his difeo- 
‘^vjerv, took his departure for Spain^ after lofing two of his 
• " V B 4 liiips. 



one of which pcriflicd by an ^tdOTt/aod the 
was carried off by ^ treachery of Mairtm Almfi Pinf&nK i% 
We fhall ftoR^ relate a few of the general obfervatiii>ia 
which the adn^al made on the ifiand of 'Hi^paniok, a«4ilwP- 
charaflcr ofl^hc natives. He found the ifland extrep^ely^: 
well peopl^, and filled with villages, fome of them cofi<^ 
taining thoufand houfes. His civility to his female 

prifone^ ^d her report, foon raifed the Spaniards high in 

me Indians \ they flocked to the flborc, and gtcat 
numbeA fwam, or pgddlcd in ihtir canoes, to the fhip* He 
remarUd they were^v^>:er, handfomer, and more traflable 
^and courteous than tf^dinhabitants of the other iflands, after 
ihey haJhhgen once itconciled to the Spaniards* The men 
^wereof a/mSSGlTFi^ftature, largo^netl, and inclinable to 
corpulence ; their noftrils widcy^nd their foreheads fmooth, 
and uncoaiTD^nly high. To^-^eir noftrils were fufpended 
fmall plates of gold, which created a fufpicion that this 
metal was the produce of the ifland. SeVeral of the caitiques, 
whom the admiral vifited ^ .crgw/is of gold ; and pieces 
of the fame metal, w^'ghing four ounces, were exchanged^ 
withnhe failors fo; bits of tin and gjafs. Guacanagari had 
fa/eral princes tributary to him, and if he di^not claim thc^ 
entire fovereignty, he was at leaft confideretj as the moft 
potent monarch on the ifland. The naf-wes flicwcd great 
ingenuity, not only in their military"" weapons, feme of ( 
which were admirably pointed, and riveted with filh-bones, 
but in the form and compofition of their earthen pitebersj 
in which they fuppli^d the fliipping with^frclh water. Nor 
was their humanity lefs extraordinarj*, as Columbus expcv 
ricnced, in the afliftance they afforded when jj^e of his vef- ^ 
fels was fhipwrecked. King Guacanagari f^i^e him a pre- 
fent of a mpfque, the nofe, ^^onguej and ears of which were 
of beaten gold, and a girdj| elegantly fet with feed-pearl j 
and though‘*ht«^;/i**s upon the whole diiWpointed in his hopes, 

" that Hifpaniola contained go^j mip<*b, he had great rearfon 
to believe the ifland might bt%nme valuaW'='^-'co commercf^ 
on account of the cotton, fpices, and variety of drugs and 
timber it produced, though the valul" of , many of thefe par*^ 
ticulars was not then underftood. In a word, after he had^ 
fuffici^ntly impreffed this Ample people Vith an idea of his 
fricndfliip, by the civility of his treatment, and with due 
rerpe< 9 ', by the thunder pf his cannon, at the report of Vk^hich 
they all fell flat upon th€ir faces, he took his leave, and 
quitting Port Nativity on the 4th day of January 1493, 


Herrera’s Hift. of America, Dec. i. 1. i. 
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rifCe of Marcb^ fending notice of :ht| 
ictnrn to their catholic majeflies. V 

1 Tm. difcoveries made by Columbus filKd Spain with le-. Theficti^d 
admiration. He was carctfed^by the kingi'^T/age 
<{nej&n, and court ; the pontiff was made acquaiatcd with 
l^anfa£tion, and he granted a bull, confirmin|;, the crown 
of in an cxclufivc right to the WeJi-Indm. ^^'Tht In - , ° 

Sms and gold were fliewn as the grcateft wonders in ^naturc,”'*® 
and inafhort time Cdumbus was equippeeffor another ;i/oyage, 
with more extenfive powers, andJa ftrongcr armamti nt than 
in the preceding.' He*^ was now ms^y^vernor-general and 
admiral over all the territories incl in the apoflolical 
conceffion ; he was authorifed to plant polonies, eftablifh ju^ 
dicial courts, and take ,?ny ether fteps that.^4;icumftances 
might require^ and tended™ promote genera, defign oP 
the expedition : a fquadronM>feventcen fhipar myined with 
two thoufand two hyndred s^e-bodied Teamen and Toldiers, 
was appointed 5 mares, fheep, cows, corn, wheat, and* a 
variety of European olynts. jvj g re ppt on board 5 a clfart of hia 
difeoveries and voyage was drawn 3 M. kept in the king^s ca-* 
binet, and every other meafure taken fr^t could poffibly in* 

^ furte the proTperity of the expedition : aftpr which Columbus 
once more def^ted on the 25th of September, In this voyage 
he difcovered^^w/«/jtf^, Marigalante^ and Guadaloupe* His 
boat put to fhore1frTtrL^kj:ter, which made all the inhabi- 
tants take to the mountainsT^fnwfVer, the Spaniards had the ^ 

I good fortune to feize upon two Indians^ from whom they 
had fome ufeful iijtelligence, Amonjf other particulars they 
^ wep told, that a continent lay to the cailward, at an incon* 
fidcrahill^iftance. Here Columbus found fome pieces of 
fpun COTbn%?^ looms, of a very peculiar and fimple con- 
ftruftion, together witlf a pietj of a fhip, whiijh he believed 
muft either have been driven fpm the Canaries^ or from 
faniola, where his^^P perilh/d in th» form^iiJas'age ; for he 
could not perfuade hv^^felf thi^any Europeans had cver^beforci 
vifited tholfe^^^nds. along the ifland to the north- 

well:, he d'l^^^tTtoTi^mferraty afterwards Santa- Maria^ 

' and Antigua, In fhflrt, he difeovered, in the courfe of this 
vojage,all the iflands to thefoiith-weftof//^^«i<?itf, to which 
he^ave the generSi appeljation of Virgins. On his arrival at this 
ifland, he found all the Spaniards dead, and the colony en- 
tirdy deftroyed, owing to their own inteftine divifions, and 
the infolence and cruelty with vahfeh they treated the natives, 

4vhich* produced a revolt. He vifited his old friend Guacana^^ 

. tnri^ and found that prince confined to his bed by a wound 
be rcc^i^ved in defence of the Spaniards^ which encouraged 
• • him 



kirn to fettle a new colony, and buiU tfai^^town of 
Twelve of the fliipyhe lent back to Spain ^ refcrvinj? only the 
five largeft for hiv^n ufe ; and after having quelled a fedi« 
tion, he fet our^ith a body of men in fcarch.of the yoM* 
mines of the ore of which, at that time, raifed great 

expefiatiom? 

AFTEfi/this he rcfolvcd to purfue his voyage, touched at 
Cuba, and came in fight of Jiunaica ; but being forced back 
by llrefi of weathejf to Hifpamcla, he found the colony at 
war with tne natives, owing chiefly to their own licentiouf- 
nefs and barbarity, Caunabo, one of the fovercigns of 

the ifland, had colkjlted a prodigious army, which the 
Spaniards defeated wjth a handful of men, on account of the 
terror with-which^hc horfemen iiifpired the Indians \ for they 
'took^he rf'rfe and\lrie rider for dbe animal. To conclude, 
the voyage, in general, prove^j/ifortunate, though Columbus 
exerted every quality of a folf:ier and^politician ; fuch was 
tlfe factious, rapacious, licentious humour of the Spaniards^ 
who endeavoured all in thei r jg pwcr to rob the gallant gene- 
ral of the fruits and ^.y ot lo irany^ fignal adiions and im- 
portapt difeoveries. left his brether Bartholomew Colum^ 
bu^\n quality of litfiutenant-governor, 1\nd fet irut for Spain^ 
where he arrived after a voyage of three montifj. Repairing 
to court, he prefented their majefties with tjpj gold duftand 
ore he had brought with him, tiimfelf of all the 

/ , afperfions thrown upon hit; vhara<Sler by the malevolence of 

Aenunt enemies. The farther account of the natives, which hc» 

the follo^^ing efFeft. Thiitf 
ij/'Hifpa^ all the fovereigns, or caziques, lived in palaces at fom^if-l 
niola. tance from their towns, where there were a ex- 

traordinary images made of fione or wood^ti?i> v^Thefc 
they called Cemis, and hon<|ured femetimes with the par- 
ticular names of their anccftoL\ They were worfliipped by 
the people aj^jj^laiy beings ^.and offo^.igs were made to 
ffome of the Images for health! to others for affluence, fij»e 
weather, profperous enterprizes^-^nd other wi/fe^-s: yet they^, 
were confidered as inferior deities me furnf which was‘re- 
puted the chief, or cazique, of the divinities. Each of th^ 
fovereigns of the country was alfo a high pfieft, which added 
greatly to their authority, and enabled themonarchstopftc- 
life many religious inipofiures on th(f underfianding of their 
ignorant Ample fubjeds. Several of the caziques kfpt three 
ilones, to which they afbrybed extraordinary virtues : one, 

, they alledged, promoted the fertility of the fqilj a\iothcp^ 
affifted women in child-bed 3 and the third procured cither||[j 
rain ojT fMH^fbine, as the occafion required. When a ca^^" 

« zique 
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'stque died, he ‘M?as embowelled, and dried by the fire, to 
preferrehis body from corruption, wnich was then ^interred 
in a cave, with his military weapons, ara ftore of provifion. 

likcwifc, who bore him the*gk*eateft afFe£iion, 
was buried with him ; and there could not tir* a more dif. 
honourable proof of female ingratitude, than an/ marks of rc- 
)u(5tance to pay this laft duty to her lord and hufband. In 
general, indeed, there appeared a ftrong emulation among 
the women for this favour and teftimony of the fuperier regard 
— ilfTlTC‘ tfe o ca (^dJia^^ A practice frequent at this day 

among the negroes on the Qorsimtr^^. i^\Africai alfo prevailed 
among the inhabitants of Hifpaniol::, They ftrangled all 
the fick of whofe recovery they defpaired. After death they 
imagined they fhould go tp a valley of vaft extent, of which' f 
the caziques believed theyKfliouid be loverdgns, and'Wliei^ 
all imagined they /hould their , parents, kindred, -and 
friends, be blelled i,with beSptiful women, and an etewial 
fource of unintcrruj)ted fe!icit)^ They had phyficians among 
them, who pretende^ o^jaordinary cLirts*by the af- 

fiftance of daemons. Their idols nt?v bel cvcd were immor- 
tal, and they perruadeJ*(nerhfclves that, the dead appe;ired to 
^ the living, ^hich rendered them extremely fearful in the (^rk 
and alone, f^imofl; all the men were addi^Sed to beaftiality, 
and fodomy,^:’^ihich were the abhorrence of the woineii, 
and made them cR^with the natives, but exceedingly libidi- 
nous with the Spaniards \ anu'U^'Ch refpedt to the propagation » 

: of the fpecies, no regard was paid to my degree of confan^ 
guinity, mothers^ filters, and daughter's excepted (A^. 

/ While 

(D) iTi'e hiflorian the patient ; he \#ought him- 

Herrera is very explicit* upon Jfelf up to a phjenzy, uttered 
this fubjeft. He relates, thaejr Ibrnc unintelligible ejaculations, 
the images are made^l^Jw witH and diredted hjs^iircourfe to an 
great that the ca -iques ge§ ^ inviiible fpiHt; whence may 
^ into the caV>T^^ and p^onoujll * infer, that priclts and phyliciant 
ce/tain words, ''iwhich both fupported their credit chief- 

> "pie arc perfuaded arc latered by ly by impofture. If they fuf- 
the ftone divinity.^ The place pedled the phylician had not 
^ allotted for dcpartq/d fpirits they difeharged his duty, the de- 
tailed Coayha, in the ifland of cealed was quellioned about it, 
Sorpa ; thefe fpirits were /hut and the medical gentleman pu- 
up in the day, but let loofe at niched or acquitted, agreeable 
night for their recreation. When certain anfwers which they 
phyncian attended a cazique, fuppofed were uttered by the ^ 

- be was obliged to go through departed|fpiric. The ceremony 
^ i^ll the regimen he prefalbed to previous to this extraordinary 
^ ^ » inqueft 



If " *tht Hijiery of Anw^icf,' 

While Columbus was foliciting the court of Spain for the 
reward of hh fervi^, and a proper appointment for the 
piofecuSon of his cihcoveries, his brother Bartholomew &rug^ 
gled with a v.yiety of misfortunes in Hifpaniota, 
number of \\\^paniards had mutinied, at the inftigation ,of 
one Roldan^ Ahc chief Akade or juftice of the ifland, and en- 
gaged the governor in a war with the natives. Several bat- 
tles had been fought, in which Bartholomew was generally 
vidtorious j thougi/iie mufl: have funk under the fuperiority 
of numbers, and the inclemency of the cIiTyu^,-«-fe»dc-iiR3^ 
two (hips arrived feajiN^bly from ispaiji with Jr'reinforcement, 
The aruval of Colmhbus a third time reftored peace and tran- 
quillity, .Hid enabled the Spaniards to purfue with vigour the 
, plan of a new fcttlement and begun during Bartholo^* 
government, \(’hich was called the New IJabella^ or 
ou Doming 0 ^ becaufc the found<J*ion was laid on Sunday. 

^hird The admiral had lung (olici^ the cqurt of Spain for pro- 
woyageof pet affiftance to piocecd on a "third voyage in fearch of the 
Coium- 

hxxsy and inqueft was truly ridiculous Jj’hc in Judgment againll their prac- 
di/co^ery juice of a certain herhjy5f?fe pair- ti'C.'* Columbus was told that 
ing of^ the deceafed’^ nails, and the natives < t this ifland had 
tinent of the'^hair of his forehead, were an old prophecy, they fliould ' 
America, mixed, minced, and reduced be fubdued bv ^:en of a white 
firft to a powder, and then by coni^lfy'io^^ijfefwordsfliould 
adding a larger portion of/he like the fun, and whofe 

vegetable juice, to a draught* thunder fhould be terrible ; to 
which was poured ^into the confirm which, the admiral order- 
mouth and noftrils of the^orpfe , ed fome canaan to be fired, the 
Upon ihii operation he deli- balls of which penetrated the \ 
vered proper anfwers to ih ^ wrecks of rliefliiphe had lofl, to 
quelUons of|^e bv-flanderp, and the great afto8ran»cnt and utter 
then was carried back to hisf confusion of the Indians^ who 
former grave. When the phy-\ now perfuaded themfelves that 
fician happen^ to be aveufed, ythe prop^cy was fulfilled, 
Jhe vvas^eized toy^e kindred of iThis pj^phccy had fpr agas 
the dcceafed, his arms were' l^en recorded ii^v*jng, which 
broke, his eyes pulled out, and th^^. faiig at/^ivals, acc^-*^ 
the fliocking operation of caf- panied with the mufick of an 
tration performed upon him, inflrument made of a hollow 
in the mod barbarous manner, thin piece of wood, that cwild 
Happy is it for thofe fons of be h^ard, when beat, at the dif- 
JE/culaptuSf who now (laughter tance of a league. This indru- 
undcr procedion of the law in ment was wholly confecratell to 
civilized countries, that t(ie>f the ufe of the caciques (i)* 

, patients are incapable of rifing r * 

(r^ n:rrcta,Dcc, I, i, J. ^4 

rontinent j 
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continent % at length he obtained his^requreft, quitt^ |)ort 
St^ Lucm on the 30th of May 1498, 2\d on the 3ifJfof July 
fell in with an ifland which he called ^^rinidady fituated 
ne?r 4 he mouth of the great river Oromqtie. ^ Here he landed 
to. rcfreOi his men, and received a vilic frora the cazique^ 
whom he found hofpitable and good-natured ; that prince 
having, with one hand, taken a crimfon velvet cap ofF the 
admiral's head, which he put upon his own, covered 
the admiral's, in return, with a crown of cotton, encircled 
Sailing fromhence hedifeovered more 
land to the eaftward, which he took ifland, and called 
it IJla-Saniay though it proved the continent, and part of 
the province of Paria, Thus the Spaniards ddtit the firft dif- 
covery of the continent from the ift day of Augujl^ * 

whereas the Englijh claim a prior date. JAm Cabot ^ 2 l 
tiafty having obtained lette^'j-patent from the feventh Htinry^ 
difeovered Nrwfi^up'lUmd inn*hc month of June* 1496, and 
continued his courfe along the coaft of America as hr as the 
gulph of Florida. 1 (, pdfleflion be 

founded on priority of '.ifcoveiy, the Spaniards alJedge, 
the right of Great- Britain to the main^jahd of Ameriaa muft 
be as indirputablc, as that of Spain to Indies, • 

Not to w<i{le time on a controverfy of li<ile confequenc^ 
at a period wl^#» the fword mufl determine the feveral pre-^\ 
tenfions of the riv^i pi^'^'ers, it is fufficient to our purpofe, i 
that the connnent of ArnericiP'^'l^ difeovered about this time ;» 
that Columbus had foinc Intercourfe with the natives ; that he 
found the country well cultivated, populous, and adorned with 
villages ; tliat he eat feveral European fruits, as grapes, ap- 
ples fl is, and oranges ; tafte«h a liquor greatly refembling 
given wine,’Vvv'tch he imagined/was exprelled from the grape, 
and peretdved that the nihabitjGits were not on\y civil, hutrn- 
cliiRi ious and ing'“nious. I ntheir complexion they refembled 
the iflanders; the^hair ward long and flov/iT*^ their ftnture 
uf tW^w^dle-fize, v,ell prifvonioned, and robufl:; and the 
male diftiritN^n of tjie fejjKied up and covered, though the 
^ females went e*ntirel^ na/ed. They were armed with bows, 
targets, and poifoned arrows, which they (hot with great 
dc^cterity : they were not ignorant of the art of fpinning and 
^ weaving cotton^,' fome ingenious fpecimens of which they 
produced, and exchanged for bits of tin, upon which they 
placed an exorbitant value, calling it Turey^ or heavenly, 
upon account of a certain plcafjigfubtlc flavour which afFed- 
•cd their atute olfaSory nerves. Many were adorned witb 
plate gold collars, which they alledged was the produce of 
the country, (hewing the admiral^ by fighs, their method 
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of this metah* Having received undoubted prook 

that h^ad now tou/ned upon the continent, he carried off 
fix of t\ie natives, Md returned to Hi/paniola; difeovering 
in his way a gr^at Wiety of fmall iflands, on each of which 
he beftowed names. 

Voyageof While 6Va;wittj was employed in reducing tht Spanifl} 

Alonfo de mutineers in Htfpaniola to obedience, and cftablifhing the 

Ojeda. infant colony upon the beft footing, the merchants of Se- 
ville^ excited to theV;nterprife by the prefents of gold and 
pearls fent home by Colurr^us^ folicited leave 
thcr difcoverics, as j^ivatc advent urerTr^^^fTicy obtained a 
commiffion from the bifhop, John Roderiques de Fonfeca^ 
charged by the court v^ith the care of all affairs relative to the 
Jndies^ and equipped a fquadron of four vcflcls, under the 
qorjidti of Aicnjo de ffleda^ affifled by John de la Cofay a 
(:dyi}‘ 7 iy and Arnericus yefpuciusy ajlF/fimr/w, (killed in cofmo- 
graphy and navigation. On tlj/2oth of May 1499, Alonfo 
fet fail from the coaft of Spainy and after a'^ voyage of twenty- 
feven days, fell in with th e cont inent, of Ameriia ; but the 
particular place at he Tir ({^'touched is not exaflly 

afeert^ned, Herrera^^t’!M\x\g only m general teims, that it 
was 200 leagues tc .the eaftward of Pi&iay from whence he 
epafted 200 leagv.fes more to Cape Vela. The account given by 
Vjeda and Vejpucius of the inhabitants to the ward, differs 
from what Columbus related of the Parla. Their 

faces w’ere broad, their cbtatiritxrons of a tawny red, and 
the aSivity both of rnen and women, in all martial cxercifes, 
altogether aftonifhing. They appeared to Jhave no form of 
government, caziques, fovereigns, or leaders. In war, every 
man depended upon his ow|i fkill, ftrength, and courage : 
they animated each other ; l^nd when any was re- 

ceived, the injured party afli^mbled "his friends, laid his 
grievances before them, and demanded revenge. This was 
the occafion of. all contections 2^mong th^j j for they feem- 
od to only a very imperfedWdea of|property, 
of fubordination. Their food waSivfifh or-flefliy/^ived up in 
earthen porringers, or in half- call otsiies j they were tempfe- 
rate in their diet, but had no ftated hours^for meals, that be- 
ing determined folely by the degree of appe'^tite and inclina- 
tion. Their beds confided of cotton hammocks, flung to tBe 
roofs of their houfes j they were moded in their converfation 
with the fex, but extremely indelicate in all the evacuations, 
never retiring out of com pinjjT upon their natural occafions. 
Iji matrimony, no dated rule, either as to confanguinitj^, or ^ 
the number of wives, was obferved ; fancy determined eve-, 
ry thing, and lovevfeldom produced quarrels, becaufc property 

was 
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as unknown, and continence on either fide neither cmefi- 
I nor tequircd. The women were ejVemdy prolira, and 
lade (b little of the pangs of labour, thV they batllcd and 
afhe^ immediately after delivery, Therf houfcs were fpa- 
Irious, well built, of a conical form, and common to all, 
kbove an hundred perfons living in the fame habitation ; 
notwithftanding which they frequently migrated fouth or 
porth, caft or wed, juft as inclination directed, or the heat 
|of the climate required, leaving their ftoules, which had 
pains and hihour. Indeed their cffe(Sts were not 
Jburthenf>me, wealth confining jn feathers of difFc- 

Irent colours, beads made of fi(h bones, and a kind of green 
• and white pebbles, with which they adoj’ned their neck^lips, 
cars, and n^fes. Ciold and pearls were delpifed by thisfim* / 
I pie people ; commerce was unknown ; fbeufe of tfTeir \vives » 

I and daughters was freely given to ftrangers, and the accept- 
^ ance regarded as a mark bi^rerpeft and friendfhip. The 
fick weie carried in hammocks 'to the mountains, flung to a 
tree, and furmfhed with jproyifion^ for a certain ndmber of 
days ; in which fituation/i^^tfieyVh^r'red to eat and recover, 
they weie received with gieat rejoicing-^ their friendjjand 
acquaintance. Somefnnes they dipped hrVale patients jn 
Icold water, placed them before a large fire, brought on a ftrpnff- 
diaphorefis, aniy^n coveied them warm in u37T>y whith 
means they reco^erij:^^,*' Phlebotomy was frequently prailifed 
in inflammatory diforders, tli'6' -irtw/ffon being made in the 
loins or calves of the legs ; and emetics.>werc ufed in dif- 
orders of the ftomach, by holding a .certain herb in their 
mouths, which excited vomiting. Human flefli was eat at 
'feftivals when they facrificed thjfir enemies ; and this was 
•the only inllal. which they^ifeovered a cruel, brutal, 
and barbarous di^pofition. ' As C/zr^a proceeded vgeftward^on 
his voyage, heobferved the faci^of the country improve, and 
the inhabitants morir^'icutc and lively m their gep];*^. Their 
to now exhibited a^pleaff.if profpect. One/vilF^ce, in " 
particuIarT^^^emely ^efemb^led in point of Situa- 

iioni(E). It reared ihLif out of the water, the houfes 
^aing built on pillars, •and ^.mne(9td by bridges, which the 
inhabitants drew up on the appt'ara».re of danger. Hence it 
is prt^able, that this people were m lefted by fome neigh- 
bouring powerful nation, •which force ! "hem upon this con- 
trivauce. Steering along the coaft of Faria, the Spaniards 

^ (E) Ffc’om this circumftance it took the Venezuela, 

which foiiie allcdge was given by Columbus, and others by Ameri- 
CHS Vefpucius, V 

frequently 
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fi^qtiently landed, and met with the kitideft treatment 
the nWives, who returned thefc vifits, went on board, I 
were highly delighted with the fails, rigging, and ftru£tiirj| 
the (hipping, bringing the Tailors gold and pearls in exchajt 
Ibr glafs beads and pieces of tin, iron, and copper? Iii 
word, after coafting a vaft traft of continent, touching; i 
veral iflands, and procuring fome valuable commodities, i 
jeda fleered for Hifpaniola^ where he arrived on the 5th 
September^ to thffgreat detriment of the new colony, I 
turbulent humour having given birth to a frefli mutiny a gai i_ 
Columbus* This was the ifliie o^a voy Jgtilircrfn wVicn 
cus Vefpucius claimed to himfelf the honour of difeoverin^ 
continent that hath ever fince been called by his name, | 
prejudice of the prior right of the great Chrijlopher Columbia 
\ --Axthough Ojeisas voyage was pn/du£tive of no impoj 
tant difeoverje?, yet the pearls and gold for which he trafEcki j 
along thocoafts of Cumanaznt* Mar acapana^ encouraged the 
inhabitants of SevllL to folidit leave to make another expe- 
dition. " The draught ir^de bj; Cdumbus facilitated Ojeda's 
enterprize j and now jtHti cdur'ie i<0*'th\? JViJl- Indies being per- 
fedWy underftood, ^^bthing morevyias wanting than to pro- 
ceed farther northwaid or fcuthv/ard. Peter Ahnfo 

- Nino^ who J accompanied the Genoeje admiral when Farm 
' Vfas'u’ircovered, pufhed a fiefli attempt wir^ all his intereft, 
and aclually obtained a commiffioa f5:>**>>lbft court, provided 
would not come to •sm doctor within fifty leagues of the 
former difeoveries ; but being unable to fupport the expcnces 
of the expedition, he had recourfe to Lewis Guerra^ who a- 
greed to equip a veflel, on condition that his brother Chrijio^ 
pher Guerra fhould be appointed commander. The termS^ 
being accepted, ChriftophA^ accordingly fet -Aiil early in the 
year 1500,, touched, contK^ry to his orders, on the coaft of 
Paria^ and having traded vi}ith the natives for pearls, to the 
amount^i50 mark«, equivalent to, iioo ounces, he re- 
turn^ and was aWrufed of **defrauding the kiqg of 

his f(lth, and the owners of ^at part of the 

It was about the fame Vincent Yannez PinpA^ 

whoferved under Columbus in the firikvoyage, fitted out fouf 
vefiels at his own expence, fet out in of difeoveries,' 

and was the firft who had ventured to orofs the equixmfiiaL 
Pirifon ventured, if we may crettit the SpaniJJ) writers, as 
far as the latitude of ten fouth the line, difeovered Ij^^d on 
the 26th of February foon after went on fhorc, 

and took pofleiTion of part of Brafil\ though it ’^*11 appeat 
in the next paragraph, that Herrera himfelf acknowledges 
the PortugueJ: were the firft difeoverers of this country. ' 

• Not 
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Wo,T to mention the voyage performed by 4^, th B# 

jio purfued the fame courfe with and was Jnfotf- tagaefe 

niatCi we lhall relate the particulars ot^ one more i^^pedi^ difcQ^^r 
pn previous to the fourth voyage undertaken by Columbus* BraliW 
pnamleT^ king of Portugal^ had equipped a fquadion of tbir- 
' ' |en’ fail, carrying 1200 failors and loldiers, dcliined for the 
under the conduft of Peter Alvarez CabrdL 
This admiral quitting Lijhon on the 9th of March 1500* 

I ruck out to fea to avoid the coaft of Quinea^ and fleered 
■ ^is courfe fouthward, that he might more eafily turn the 
Vape of Good which' proje<3s' a great way into the 

pcean. On the 24th of Apil he got fignt of the continent 
bf South America^ which nc judged to bo a large illand at 
ffome diftance from the coaft of Ajiica. ' Coafling along for 
;fotne time, he ventured lo fend a boa^ on inoje; and *vag 
l^aftoiiifhcd to obferve the inhabitants ennicly .different from 
the Apicum in feaiuies, hair, and complexion. It was found, 
however, impraibcal/eto fcizc^^pon any of the ludiam^ who 
retired with great celerity to the mountains on the i.pproach 
of the Pcrtuginfe\ yet,'^ in'e lain* ; had difcovered a good 
harbour, the adaiiral thought pr per to conic to an anchor, 
and called the bay P..jto $cguro» Next^d^y he fent an- 
other boat afhore, and had the good furtunc>{0 lay hold on. 
two of the natr'cs, whom he cloathed, and trcaicu 
and then difmiikd,%o make a proper report to their countiy- 
men. T’he fliatagem produced the dtfned cfFeif. hj[o 
fooner had the Indians heard the relation of the prifoners, 
than thc-y croudeJ to the iliore, fingii'vg, dancing, leaping 
with joy, and louflding horns of diftcrent kinds, which in- 
'duced Cub) al {o\^x\ 6 ^ and take Ulf ron pofl'cflion in the name 
of his Porttigtif n\ j^fty. H nctj we may perceive tbe ab- 
furdity and conti jcIlvfiion>of // account, who is de- 

firous of afcribing this dilroverv to rhe Span’ardly by alled- 
ging, thatP^//^^?; tv)o ■ noffeiHon of part pf the county fouth of 
the river of Am.^zofis 'early a/ the month of this 

yearT^afiu'j^f acknq\^’Iedge.i I'n part, that the ' P or tjf/gufe 
were the lirft artaal and poflllibrs of B^ajll. I'he 

jtruth is, Pinion never j^roduced an v authentic vouchers of his 
"having coafled further to the fouthward than the river of 
AmazwSj from whence he returned, palling along Terra 
Firma and Paru., and then fteering dindUy for Hifpaniola, 

It is indeed a matter of trifling conieqncncc to which of the 
kincJoiT. this difcovei > belongs j I ut it is of lome impor- 
4rancc to difcover the blunders into 'which writers of the beft 
rcq)utation h^ve been feduced by prejudice, and that natural 
MoiVilis'j \ oL. >. XXWil. C P-rti- 



^ {^artklity which ftipnulates them Ki tinth for tlln^ 

of auf menting tlv^^ glory of their country. ^ F 

TyESE feveijal voyages were performed during tlie k 
dence ot Columbus in Ht/panw/Uf where he experfeno ^ 
thoufand mortifications, on account of the muiinw*] it 
of his people, and the ingratitude of the court of Spain, e 
had tranfmitteda faithful accountof the different infiirre^^, 
in tho new colonies, to the catholic king j which wercL 
fweicti by recriminations from his officers, who charged! 
'tviih t}rann/, cru.’lty,»?nd avarwre ; with.pfing the 
as fiaves dnving'the luJians to defpair, and fecreting s 
part of the gold, pearls, and other valuable commodiu 
which came to his hands. Ao Columbus had enemies in <5^ 
as well as the Inaieti^ thefe complaints reached the royal 4 . 
and determined the king to recal him from his gover.,i 
meat ; perhaps, more fiom motives ot policy, than jufticei 
The vaft\vea^th which the ^clnnial arvftalied was the topic pf 
every nverfition, and thccomt hoped, tliat, by fupcrfeding 
hjai, all tliek nchts vr»v^/.id »mto the treafury. Ac- 
cordingly, Fimun Bui^oulla was appointed to go over to 
ILfpaniola, in^jUilityof exainiiK the mutual com^ 

J9!..in£s, thLCtyiT’cs t c fiequent inutin es and difturbancc% 
tyas Qudy?v,rr toe conauct, not only of the private mtft and 
jme/k>r oftccis, buto^ the admiral and his broti^dv 

th- licuttnaiu-governor. To infoicc his aiitho»'ity, Sop^a^ 
iulU hal t’lc co.nniiflian cf governor general, with a 
her of blank wa ants lignv.d by the r mcjcfties, and a letter 
to Columbus^ ouenng hnn and all his f.oplcto obey. He 
no i(>onej At foot (»n thei’flmcl, thpii he excited the utn)of|^ 
po\Acr of his autiuiitv, ojlmindtd all the royil ftorts, aiinsf, 
and provifi )ns, i( i7td upiVi ri e adnnrirs f'ilefls, ingratiated 
h fnAIf with the l^iavianh^ Dy the moil liberal conceflions in 
their favour, and aii cagtriicfs to rccciye complaints agamft 
CJuiM^\^^tc\(\ Ai len uli pLt^hcadni.rF//i and his two brothers 
in ir^ns, ^»thcut heanng ckt^r dcfnrj^.e j in wJb^'.'ilrniuaYion 
he feht them pMiuiicis to i the of Alofijo di 

I'txlejo ; who treated ColuVibu with kindnefs, and offered ^to 
knock off ins n >ns, vhich he lefufed, until it fliould bd 
dene by orciei of their majefhes. ^ 

AA'hln the fhip arriied at and the king and queen 

were made arciuainttd with the indignity put on Columbus^ 
to whofe fei vices they owed fo many obligations, orders were 
immediately dif p. tdicd fot his lelca^e, and a thoufand ducats 
remitted to def ay Ins expencr s to court, where he met with 
a favnixMble i (eption, eipecially fiom the queen,- ’.ubo -had 
ne\ei Vy»lhdiav»n her patroiiagc^ though (he had been per - 

fuaded 



Tht WJi(fry 0f If? 

toafent to his removal, and w give fome credit to ' 

the malicious afperfions of his cncmio'. He kneeled for 
feme time ^orc their majcflics, without heing able to utter 
a fyllabi*i<" and when he was ordered to rile, he made a pa- 
thetic fpeecb, recapitulating his ferviccs*^ enumerating the 
iS^fdihips W'hich he had fufFcrcd, and charging Bcvadil/a with 
mod wanton abufe of his authority, ‘and cruel oppreiTion : 
whickiheir majefties rcfolved to funerfode him ; r.nd 
accordingly appofotfd Nicholas de Ohando^ Knight uf the order 
tki Alcantara^ a perfon of tj^orth and to hold the 

government of Hifpaniolti for ^hc fpaceof ^vvo 3 ear^ j to rev 
vife all the decrees pafled by his predccelTI>r, i^:;drcvc;re /lali 
judgments as fliould cither ?ppeaf to be uirjud to iiidivi in « 
or injurioiH > the general iniererftof the iilar h prondie 
alfo was made, to the admiral, that \it fT-.ould ‘ avc n nr.»rcr 
fapppinU'wdnt for undertakhig a fouilh c>.p‘-;'Wi.or, v. hi.o 
earncfHy folicitej, nc^r'viirfii't indino- j j 

of health, and the mortihcatioi.o uc had iufi.iiiv A Ta . 1 't:g 
Courfe of faithful and imp-nt inc fervic*' s to ihv p'vidi:. L vv- * 
ever, rht* execution ot this promise wns a h.i'iv' d 5 ‘triwt’, , 
unti[ the report of the new, governor fhoulJ atnvc, vvluui 
their mr^jefiits would be bcttci able to* ju'i -c of the degree 
of confidence which they ought to place in 

In the mean tune, the daily reports of the iimncnie \ve:>lth BsHldns'i 
of Amcruo^ and the Tiu^lhhuhes^ that Were p.opag pc\i, 
raiffd the ambition ;ini avarice (»f other advenlu i rs ; cfpv- 
cially ot owii liujii das ^ a man converfant* in btnij'4'/-', well 
/kilb'il i^i ge(\giaph^ of a bold fpirit, grv..f integrity, r.Sd 
conficjgrablc foitiine. Bajfid'is^ h'lfving ol tailed a litcuccf 
entered into engagements with onj Li (i wUo h.\l iciv'cd 
under CohwiUto^ and actpiired the^/epnt.'tjon 01 the belt na- 
riner in Spain^ '^quipped a fliip, and fet tail f.N>m :\w jjorc 
c{ Cadiz, in the bcj^inruni; of '’'fiVtuary icoJ, fhfiint:; the 
fame diredtVon held hvKd^fiivihi's ^viv ji ffc di coveu'^th-i^'wp- 
his arrival, j^i’tera piofperous vo\a:i., nn tlie 
?/tmL.i7«coaff/'V.c tc/ucfr*d at rll the e;ood hcibnin tralTieht^d 
with the natives, wnruii (bund rxtrrrnriv rv-ady (o rnT«T 
Upon the moll intimjite connfponilcucc. X\ hen he rearlscj 
Venczmla, he coafted weffwaid, and pafil'ckin hglir of boat 
fliore now called Santa as far astb.cbiy of fbo-h/ ; 

keeping on his courfc, , he airivcd at D^l Rrh cie, 
wher 5 afterwards was built the if Narh'c de Dies, 

Tdhu% ,k.ijridas dircovei'i’d abouy^Si* bunched lea^nies of the 
Coatjnent, anil mo t<? ) preceline adi enturer : eUec 

which he failed direcllvl for wall a confiJciabie 
^argo of pearls and 
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^ond The fame ni#tiv<i« which induced to thk \ 

iy taking, ftimulatcd Ou'da to Vi fccond attempt to^ 

wards a more "pwfeft difeovery of the continj^t. Hew# 
accompanied in this voyage hy the fame Jmen^M&^^puchsi 
who claimed the lionoui of having difeovered America in hit 
former expedition, and ftiil perfifted in arrogating to himC^ 
the merit certainly due to Columlm (E). They kept theiacn;^, 
courfe held by Ba^tidas^ coafted along the farncwfeP’’C£T'1ft^ 
were lefs fortunate ; as the voyage was neither productive 
of wealth nor dircovcfies ; tho^'igh it furniChed the artful 
Vefpticius with the .neans of gaining more credit to his pre- 
tenfions, by confounding the particulars of both bia 
voyages 

At laft, after various delays, four (hips wci^ provided 
for Columbus^ to undeftake his fourth expedftion ; and hc^ 
fef fail coaft of Spain p\\ the Qth 1^02,^ 

iirnving aj ihe^2(^i'^of j where he pre- 

dicted aft^rrp lha't provea*iaWr to great part of the ^anijh 
fleet homewMrd-bound, and to the admiral’s two greateft , 
cnemie^, Bovadilla and Roldan^ before mentioned. Chitting 
this ifland on the 14th oijulyy he held his courfe alongjthe 
jw'ith fide of Jatnaica^ until he made the fmali ifland of 
naja ; which he found well inhabited, as well as feveral 
Iciler iflands in its neiahbourhood. Thefe flood in the en- 
trance to the Bay of Honduras^ at the diftance of twelve 
leagues from the cape c f that name. Here he was vifited by 
a great riumber of the natives of the continent, in a canoe 
o^vafl length, c.^h^t feet wide, and coi^fltruClcd with great 
iciif, and more ingenuity :han he had ever before dilcovered. 
After mutual civilities, a^d the exchange of a few commo-'' 
uities, the admiral difmjn^d the Indians^ detailing only one 


ToiLVi h 
^ov\\i 7 e of 
Cjliim- 
bus. 


^ HruRtR^, Dec. i, 
h 

A 

i (E) Ft is obvious, that all 
tlie Spa»ijh writers exprefs a 
flrong fpiri: of rancour againft 
Aaisi Uns I \ Jpuciu r ; n ot beca u fc 
he ciifputcd thc/tlifcovery with 
('.olurnLus^, who was himfeif a 
io:digxi(^rf but bccaufe hc^de- 
ferted Syaht, nrd cnfcrad 'into 
the (ervicc of the king ofisPi-y 
on whofe account he 
made two more the 

i\i I': ’ I! oHUy it was Uicn 


lib. iv. f. ii. ' 

- uiUl • 

called- A/ftetyrtys had great ad- 
dref, his voya|res were the fiifl 
ever ^ubhflied on this fubjtdt;^ 
and the plaufibilicy of his narra- 
tive flrongly piejudiced man- 
kmd in his favour ; notwith- 
ftanding it appears fronvour re* 
latjon, and the dates of^the fe- 
ver\I .vovaires, that hfe'c ip with 
no b^iihMi’irputc the difco«>ery 
WithlkV.V'w/;/;. 


/ 


elderly 



to give him an account c^f the contini^riit^ »nd 
ftrveaaaii im^irpreter with the natives^* 'Upon the informa- 
ijpn given \qi m^Si^dniian^ he fleered eafivvard, trading aa 
and making his obfervations on the people 
and,ct51^ry« \ All the Indians upon this coafl: were civil and 
; they furnifihed the Spaniards with abundance of pro- 
(^iuons, and exchanged gold, and other commodities, with 
for the glittering baubles ofFered by thead^ 
miral* Some wc 4 ;it entirely naked, other? covered the Pu^ 
denda^ and a few wore (hoy; cotton jackets without fleeves, 
nianufa^lured in a manner that evinced tfaey underftood the 
ufe of the loom. The figures of different animals were im- 
preflfed on their bodies by the adkial cautery ; and perfons of* 
the greateft diftindlion among them woj^c pieces of cotton 
cloth, of various colours, wrapped found the head. On 
ffeftivak, ‘and extraoi dinary occafions, fonaf^ painted fheir 
faces black, others rejfl, ffu't the grear^^' */iVnb«! f^^^reaked, or 
checquered, with different tini.\ Which th^yr^guToed as the 
flandatd of elegance and beauty, Columbus called this coafl 
Oreja^ becaufe many of the natives had cars of an exVraordi- 
nary length, pierced with holes above an inch wide. Not 
td'Uwell upon minute circumftanccs, a great refemblance was 
found among the inhabitants of this whole coaft, as he ad- 
vanced ; though fometimes they .differed in the manner of 
dreffing their hair, in particular ornaments, and certaiu 
cuftoms, which it would fcarce be ivorth wliile to deferibe 
and diftinguilh. We (hall only take notice in general, that 
the more he advanced caftward, the ilic-e rich were th?ir 
ornamftits ; and as ne approached ^orto-Bello^ the inhabitant! 
wore necklaces, to which were fufj)ended eagles of pure gold, 
of confideral'Je weight, which tl}?;y bartered without hefiia- 
tion for glafl'cs^ beads, artd hawk's-bells (FJ. By the lyth 
of September he came to the little ifland ^uiribiri, oppofite 
to the coaft of JrcarL , On th^s fide^of the co.!:^neQC he 
found the ppople vgry little different from thofe 
we have dhe^ibed, %nly more warlike, being armed wifh 
bow?, arrow?, and fwords, made of hard wood. From 


(F) Their method* of bury- 
ing lYft dead was different from 
what had hirfierto been obfer- 
ved, .•In their houfes they had 
tombs, in which were laid the 
dead bodies, dried, prafylrved, 
aitCI wrapt in cbtton Clotln.-oy^r 


!{hich were laid boardj^ovisr^d.,,^^ 


with the ffgiycs of beads, and 
the image the dcceafed. 
Many of thefe tombs were a- 
dofned with pieces df gold, and 
the iflod valuable effcAs of the 
.^toAjtrv, Herrera, dec.i. lib. iv. 


tbcnc« 



\fhe Uljhry Afrserica, : 

thence he procecclsd to the bay df Grrovafr^^ where t1>e j% 
habitants flocked about the fhips, dflh^ring large plates alia 
eagles of gold, fthat hung by their, *rocks, T:e^^ 
B^iropean conimodltics. One of tiSefe plates^j5?5?^ing teu. 
clacats, was purchafed at the fniall price of three hawk^^ 
b Jls. Here the procured great quantities of 

precious nictai, and‘were given to underftand, they 
fill theif Ihip'J wifh it by venturing two days krrpd^|ii(irney. 
Having finiihed all his commercial bufinefs, Columbus pro- 
ceeded to ALunna \ afiid upon^'his approaching the (horc, 
the hidiarA prel'erTted themfclves in a hoftile manner ; but 
giving them to underftaod by figns, that his intention was 
friendly, they brought him abundance of gold in plates and 
eagles, fomc of wMch weighed twenty“tw’'o ounces. 1 rom 
thc.ncc he proceeded to Catiba^ where he purchafed leve^ 
oanc:s of for thre*? dozen hawk’s^BSIs ; tfail^ 

ing alon^^/c io'. to^^hetown called Cahtga^y 

and from tb^t^nce to a fin^harbour, to which he gave the 
name ^of Porio Bdlo^ on account of its beauty and conve- 
nience. This he quitted on the 9th of November^ and dif- 
ervered to the eaftward feveral foall iflands, to which, he 
^ave the name of Bn/iimenU'S^ becaufe they fupplied him 
plentifully with provifions. Strong north-eaft winds ob- 
Itrufling his courfe, he fleered, on the 5th of December^ tp 
the vveftwardti upon information that there were gold mines 
in the province of Fefagua^ in his voyage to which he en- 
c^ouiner-d fuch teppeftuous weather, and fo many difap- 
po'*iitmen:s, that he called this part of the country^^ Cojla 
M hs confraJleSj or The Ciajl af Oppofttkn, On the 6th of 
^Jd'iHary lie entered the rircr Yebra^ which the admiral called 
j6/vV?7, ox Bethlehan ; and J^fcovcrc(l another riv^V called Vera* 
guii^ at an inconfiderable diftancc. His boats went up the 
former to a town, where the Spaniards were informed, that 
fiT^'jtt/yToounded with gulc^mines. A trade was carried on 
with the r^tives, and great quantity this in^^-rpufch4fed 
for toys of no value. 7 'he admiral Was vifit^ by one^pf the 
caziques, who brought him fomc gpld, and conduced yl^ 
Spaniards to the mines of TJrira^ whens they gathered feve- 
l-al pieces of alrsuft pure gold round the roots of trees, ^ wjth^ 
put digging. Vrom Urh^a the i^dmiral’s brother advanced 
with thir^^^y men up the country to Zalraba^ an Indiasi^ town, 
fui rounded with fields^ fxK leagues in extent, fown with 
Indian wheat. Thence ue propeedod to Catiba^ where ho 
was hofpitably entert^rjed by the n^^tiveS, wlfp fupplied him 
V^ith feveral plates of ro«aje;^yr^io;hing ten crowns, in 

exchange for thofe baubles', upon Which they put fo high a 

value. 



Tie 

It was the abundance of the precious metij which 
' Ihb i^untry afforded, th\t fug^ffed t<t Olumbus the idea 
fettling a colonyjp$Ltbe river Bethhhm^ and of leaving his 
yfrothe r, jag^j j^^rowTe other Spaniards^ in thelcountry, until he 
rcouIdJmSjC with m^e numerous forces. Accordingly 
'^rthohm&v^\f\t\i eighty men, confented to remain, and 
i^diately fet about building a fmall fort and town in the 
J; co mmodious lituation, which wa^ the firft colony ever 
cftamtlhetih^Dn the continent. The utilj|fy of this projeft 
was manifeff ; but it met with fuch obftrudion in the exe- 
cution, that after great^ pragrefs ha!l been made, Columbus 
was forced to receive the colonifts on* bSard, to fave them 


from the vengeance of the cazicyic ^ibia^ with whom they 
had fome difference. Being thus difajJ^ointed in his prin-* 
cipal objedt, that of founding a colony «pon the continent, 
^nd being greatly reduced in fhip-provifion, he determined 
^ to fnafce the beft of his way to Hifpaninla^ ,!V''''oafting cafl- 
ward towards Porto^dlf^ hcttr i-uca' ly^on province 
fituat'id oppofite to three iflands. Called then*at 

T'ortuga^ and the Cuymanes^ and taking his courfc dir^dily for 
Cubuj landed upon that ifland, and proceeded for Jamaica \ 
which particulars we mention, to evince that Columbus^ in 
his different voyages, was the aftual difeoverer of all tRe 
great iflands of the Antilles^ and indeed of almoft every ifland 
in the Wijl-Indm. He found Jamaica extremely populous, 
abounding with animal and vegetable provifioH, and the in- 
habitants not only very obliging, bift extremely d^^firous of 
trafficking. During his refidence hcre^^he combtted di|i- 
culticsivhich would have thrown in defpair any other perj 
Ion lefs firm in advcrfity than Columbus, After fpeiiding 
twenty y^ars in the fervice of the crown of Spa/uy and other 
European powers, and mailing di^^’bvcrics which w'ill eten»ize 
his memory, he was now reduced to the melancholy profpedt 
of fpending the remainder of his declining life among fa- 
vages. His (hips were* ft: and^ on the coeifi of^athaica \ 
the iTbjni u.\'rocuringtrel!ef from¥/ir^jw/o/tf was extremely pre- 
carioijs, up ^n^account of the diftance, the roughnefs of the 
and the extreme flendernefs of the Indian canoes, which 
were the only vehicles or means to tranfmit the account of 
his frtuation to Obando^ governor of the ^ew colony ; be- 
fities, great part of his crew deferted, and not only threaten- 
ed hbhfc, but raifed difturbances among the natives, which 
expofed Inm to perpetual danger, over all which he triumph- 
ed by hi*; prudence, f^^fcverancc# and valour, arriving firtt 
^fHi/pa%iola* and'theii in SpatUy whpc he found his royal 
patronefs was ^v4s{f}cQS coldly received by the 

C 4 court. 
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- fiiftory of Aurics* 

ctmrt. Columius, ch^gun*d ini difguftcd* retired 

dihd, bieathed his laft, and received thofe^honours after death 

which were detii^ while he was ^ t 

it 

^ ^ y 

(C) As the reif^rr ha'h a) long been Indulged in thec^i. 
ready iVen an abQrail, of the nilU. They not only difobeyed 
life of I'lis ctdehratcd difcoverer their governor, 
in oureievcnth volune, wehavc reftramt, but maffacriro liiiflavcd, 
here touched only upon thofe and plundered the v^atives with 
circumftances of his vdyages tl!c utmoft barbarity. Amacaonat 
which arc abfolutefy necefiary ‘ a Lady of great authority, was 
to our prefent lubjeil. We have cruelly murdered ; feveral of the 
feen the piogrcliive (Hfcoveiies caziques were burnt in one of the 
of the idands and continent of chief Indian towns, as they wCte 
A/xei-un duiingthe Lfc time of preparing an entertainment fo| 
CoIuniLi^ ; an^^s^sHiay not be ihejij^aniai ds ; Calubammo^Jiht 
improper tp priKcipal cazique in the ifland, 

count of date of the letfle- was taken prifoner, and hanged, 
menc In ]h/pahto!a at th*& pe- by order of the governof; and 
ilod, and 0/ thofe difficulties other violences, and a£ls of the 
which the admiral encountered mod ruinous confequences, were 
while he refided in Jamaica* daily committed, which obliged 
When the admiral was Tent back the natives to defert the ifland; 
in irons, after his third voyage, fly to their canoes, and take fhel- 
he prefen^ed fo fpinted a charge ter in the ifland of Guanaho^ at 
new gover- thediftance of eight leagues from 
nor, who had no: o ily fupf-ifeded Hifpaniola* 
him in rutho ^ty, loaded him Such was the ftatc of affairs 
with cho-iiTs and roofed him of while ColiAnhjs wa^s deemed in 
WI his cfcCl^, but pardot^d, Jamauay for want of veflcis lo 
promote], and countenar.ted tranfpo.t his people and effefts 
all the iej t ouj who had ocqa* to the new colony. Here the 
honed 10 m ny •iii’urbances in admiral flruggled with fuch 
th[p*.ht i't, that their mijcfties manifold difficulties, as mufl 
rcloivcd to rcc'il him, aflign- have weighed down afoul lefs 
jng ePe rinnent to O! nndd\ elevated and inured toj^ardihip 
'^emleman «dedwlth mort* and ady^rlity. ^ll^Was no eafy 
integrity ; he foon perceived matter to find fierfons, daring 
that Col mhus had bien injuri- and intrepid enough, to urider^ 
ou/ly trtaled, and the coJoijy take a to HJp am ola m 

prcjuciii »icU 6 y the arm- canoes; however, had 

rrary procsedingfof ihe^ good fortune to prevail on 

whom he now feat on board the MtiAez de Suara, and Bet) f ho* 
fleet bouijtf tor bpainy there to lome^ ViepOy 10 rifque thcif lives 
anfwer for hiscondud. All hs for the jecovery of liberty. They 
tnJeavoui , however, orald^not fetoul, attended Jyy 
curb the mutinou; fpiritlund li- and tin Indians to row, and ar- 
vcnijous huiiiom ’.vhich days at Hijpani-h 

' ^ ^ afiei 
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]jfiimtaining a. further Account of tlje Difcoveries made 
C the Continent^ and of the Settlements in Caftella 
"SlfrOw and the Ijlhmus qf Darien, which led the 
JVay to the Difcovcry^and Confueji of Mexico and 
Peru. * ^ * 

TJ E S I D E S the voyage pefformed^by Sebajltan Cabot to 
^ the northward, other mariners had qjade feme difcoverics 
-«nder the fame parallels ; particularly Gafpar dci Cortereal^ a 
f Per-tujjefej and Jacque\JCarteir^ a Prtnch-^%ny in the life- 




time 


after fullainlng incredible fa- 
tigue. They delivered their 
difp^atcKes, and reprefented tlje 
admiral’s fituation Xx^f)hando\ 
*who proriii'cd them ainitance, 
but was extremely dilatory in 
the execution. Spaniards 9 

under ColuiJiht,, grew impatient 
of delay, difcontented and mu- 
tinous. F/afius de P'jrras, one 
of his ahicf officers^ put him- 
felf at the head of the mutitreers, 
threw off all obedience to the 
admiral, feized upon all^ the 
canoes, with inftintion of tranf- 
portlng themieves to Ihjpamffla, 
and leaving him behikd. ; but 
we>Ok f: '^’•^ted in their cj^fign 
through coWtt.^dicc, i^oorance, 
and tempeiluotis weather. A 
tffew reinaincd fa’thful toKlclum* 
bus ; but the Jndinus perceiving 
the SfattiarJs divided among 
ihemlclves, thought to profit by 
this happy opportunity, of rid- 
ding them felves of the grangers, 
W'hom they greatly dreaded. 
7^ey ref k. fed lit fupply him with 
provifion in exchange 'for ^ his 
commodities ; buy "Cs/um' "" 


foon gained their veneration and 
efteem by a ftratagem. Hepre- 
didr^l an eclipfe of the moont 
which he told the Indians, de- 
noted the anger of the gods at 
their inhofpiiality ; whicb 
raifed fuch terrible apprehen. 
iion<; in them of the punifbment 
whicfi* fhoald follow, that they 
returned ^loaded witfi pre%ita 
to the admiral, befeeching hiiy 
tof)ardon them, and deprecate 
the wrath of heaven. He pre- 
tended to comply with tneir 
requeil ; and as a proof of hit 
inrercefllon, he bade the Indians 
jpbfcrve how the nv:Dn ^ould 
gradually return to her former 
colour, an appearance whkh 
infpired them with great vene- 
ration for the God of the Chrif- 
tians, and ^termined them to 
Me with ti^ admiral againft 
the mutineers. They fopplied 
him plentifully with every ms- 
ce^fary which the ifland afford- 
^d|» and were infoumental in 
the vijDLory gained over the mu- 
ms ttneers, their redoflion, and 
imprifonmeiit of Porras, 
taken 



We dialJ, however^ ^Tcr the ifcckai )< 

^rie, until we com^ to deferibe the northern provm<$i£i$ i 


taken in the field ftf h|ttle by 
the admiral’s brother. It was 
foon after that Columbus fet out 
for Htfpmola^ on (he return of 
with a fhip an‘d cara- 
vel, t»hich he ha^ purchafed 
at St. Domingo^ without any 
aiSdance from the governor. 

To prevent interwpting the 
enfuing narrative, it may be 
«i^proper'to mention, that feveral 
Jaws were now idued for the 
fpiritual and temporal gpvern- 
menr of Tli/pani^ay the only 
colony ycteft^filngJiin thc?r^ 
Indies, TMfilprofitLJrifing from' 
|he gpld and other commodities 
of the ifland, proved fo conli- 
derable, that the Spanijh mini- 
lliy were fenfible the colony 
c^ld not be too much indulged 
and cherilhed, though the pro- 

? ir means were often midaken. 

he product in gold only a- 
mounted at this time to 4^,000 
pefos, wl^ch was fadicient to 
eaSite hopes of greater profits, 
when the method of purifying 
and refining was better unccr- 
flood, and the colony better re 
golated. Accordingly, a vari- 
ety of civil ordonnances pafTed, 
an India houfe w'^s edab! idled 
at 5 /^'// 4 "^and a bull (^lained 
from the pontiff, for ereifting aa 
arch bifho'p rick, bifhoprick, dea- 
conries, and other fpiritual 
dignities, in Hifpaniola^ and 
wliatcver other p^s of the 
dies the Spaniard fhonid think 
£t to colonize. For the fup- 
pert of thcf‘clergy, all the tildes 
and firft fruits were edablWhct^, 
excepting thofe of gold^ fiK^cr, 
copper, precious don^j and 
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produc 

adjj»ceat was 

alfo edablifhed for the in^uc^'* 
tion of the natives, and 
clergy defli-ed to exert their^ 
mod endeavours in^ae^^fing 
chridianity. Several perfons, 
fkiilled in navigation, were em- 
,ployed in drawirg charts of the 
lilands and continent hitherto 
known, and for laying down 
fchemes for further difeover)^ 
efpecially to the fouthwarlL 
Great numbers of people wer^ 
broffght from the Lucajos^xo 
Hi/paniokii to fupply the room 
of thofe who had defer^d the 
iiland, upon account of the fe- 
verity of the Spanijh govern- 
ment : and don James y few, of 
Columhuik folicited the king to, 
be redored to all his rights and 
privileges, in confequence of 
the grants made to that admi- 
ral, or to fuc for them by a legal 
procefs. This was granted ; 
don Jatne^ entered his plea, 
claimed to be admira)^of the 
Indiesy with the Time privileges 
as the admiral of Cafiile enjoyed 
within his jurifdi£^ion ; toenjoy 
the tenths ofaliche gold, diver, 
pearls, and other valuable pro- 
duction^ of that country, and 
an eighth, of all a- 

rifing to the ^rown, tog^ether 
with a variety of other immu- 
nicies, *fpfcificd in the grant rtf' 
his father. This affair was de- 
bated, and a verdiCt given for 
dod James and his heirs, with 
this redn'Sion, that all IfUfinefs 
ihould be tranfaCled in the 
king’s* name. Fid. Herrera^ 
D, i. . /. vij. / ^ii, ^ /. vlii. 
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to prevent interrupting the narrative of the 
dfllboverics, c onqu^ ,' and fetclements, fraught with tbem^ 
^mportanytdNKc!^^ events, which ^he hiftoiy of this 
new jpUffiScaffords. fThe firft colony eftabJifhed after the 
i^cirfh of Cohtmbus^ was in the ifland of St, John de Puerto in P«crb 
^Pkoy called Borriguen by the Indians^ dlftant about fourteen Rico, 
leagues from Hi/paniola, Ponce de Leon had learned from the 
it abounded in gold ; he defired leave from 0- 
bando to vifit the ifland, obtained his requeft, was hofpitably 
received by the inhabitants!, and (hewn two mines extrerhely 
rich in the precious metal. ^Obando being fuperfeded in the 
government of Hifpaniola^ and don James Columbus put in 
I^eflion of the grants made to* his father, the colonizatior/ 

Puerto Rico W'as deferred, until the seturn of the former 
no Spain ; at which time, Ponce de £r<?«was appointed go- 
vernor of this ifland, independent cf the »Tew admiral's au- 
thority, with full ptjwer^ to build towns |ipd plr.?t coloiyes, 
in thq manner he fliould think moft conveniejjt and advan- 
tageous to his own and the general intcreft. Accompanied by 
two hundred Spaniards^ and a great number of Indians Ponce 
de Lconkx fail for his government j built a town called Ca^ 
porra^ and afterwards Soto Mayor ^ and diftributed all the ifti- 
lives in tribes among the Spaniards^ to dig and fcarch for 
gold, plant cotton, and cultivate the earth* This fubje£Hon 
proved irkfome to the Indians^ and laid the joundation of a 
general revolt ; which, after much bfeodflied, was fupprefl’ed 
by the valour of Leon and the SpaniardsM"* ?ixii the ^delit3jj^of 
a num|>er of larea?dogs, with which they were attended.’ 

Ofthefe d igs, ieveral, almoft incfredible, {lories are related. 

Herrera affirms, that they were more formidable to the Jfe- 
dians than the braveft Spaniard ; and of one particular dog he 
afTerts, that h? could diftinguifli whether an Indian was well 
or ill difpofed towards his matter, and that in regard to his 
fignal ferviccs, he had a certain#propd¥tion of all th 4 *pkinder 
wh*?iT'nii "^latter rc<'civcd. t 

A,pouT th^ clofe df the year 1507, Alonfo de Ojeda^ and Foyages of 
James de KicucJJh^ entgred upon articles with the court, to Ojeda 
plant and colonize apart of the continent of America, To Nicuefla 
the f^mer was affigned all the territories expending from Cape 
de la Vela^ to the middle^pf the Bay of Uraia, beypnd Car- 
thagena ; and to the latter, from the middle of thc^fame inlet 
to Cape Gracias a Dios. The firft* of thefe grants being made 
by the name of New Jndalujia ; other, by that of Cajlella 
d^i Oro V thoUjih tlrls name be now tr.lnsferred to the interior 
parts of TerraFirm^zWA thelarj^(^ovince czWtdiNewGranada, 

The ifland of difcl ^npfexed to ihcfc governments, 

, ^ which 




don Jams coiild nc^ but regard as a violation of 
an incroachment on the grants -made ioColumbnSi afid 
an aggravation of^the affront he alrcadj^j^ftfaws*^ in rendering 
Puerto Rico independent of his jurifd^ion. ColumA 

lus had formed powerful connexions by marryfnganftce of 
the duke d*ytlva : he had obtained a verdift in the regulai; 
courfe of law, but the king delayed the execution ; and it4vaj 
entirely through the intereft of the Alva family, 
now appointed adAiiial and governor, with the fame limited 
powers as the two laft governors.,; an employment, however, 
■which he accepted, even under thefe* unjuft reftridtions. He 
was impowered by the king, to furnifli all poffiblc affiftance 
•)to the intended eftabliftiment of colonies on the continent, 
and to encourage eveiy plaufihle fcheme that ibould be pw- 
jeffced, for the colonteati m either of the main-land or 
iflan'ds. The eftabliftiment of a colony on the little iJlanfJ o? 
Cubaqua^ ^he ijland of ijvrjs efpecially recom- 

mended, as the Tfiiniftry entertained thi moftfanguine hopes 
of .r* profitafile fifliery in pearls upon this coaft, as fton as 
proper reftfidions were laid, and the frauds, now committed 
by the Indians^ prevented : nor were the hopes of the court 
difappointed, for the king’s fifth of this filhery foon exceeded 
fifteen thoufand ducats yearly. 

Don James no fooner reached his new government, than, 
forgetting the king's inftrudbons, he confultcd only the 
dilates of refentment,^ and gave all poffible obftru£tion to 
the expeditions pceparing by Ojeda and Nicuejfa ; who like- 
vSfe differed about\he limits of their gf^vernments and fe- 
<^4'cral jurifdi£tions. T'hi^-difpute was accoinmodatcA, all the 
difficulties thrown in the way by young Columbus were re- 
anoved, and the two adventurers fet iail Uom Hifpanisla fox 
continent ; Francis Pizarro^ afterv^ards fo cehbrated, ferving 
under Ojeda, When Ojeda arrived at Carthagena^ the na- 
tives^ w^e in arms, ‘.efolviiig to (iifpute his landing; be- 
caufethey had been infultec[by Ckrijiopher GuerY^,^jusA.-{oxo!t 
ather Spaniards^ who had lately toucfied upon their coafts, 
under pretence of trafficking. Every method was pradiifed 
to foothe their refentment, and td* convince them, tfiiii 
the intention of^he Spaniards was for their mutual advan- 
tage ; but ail etfdeavours proving^ fruitlefs, the governor de- 
termined to try the effedh of arms, fell upon l\\t Indians^ and 
defeated *^them with confiderable flaiighter, and boOiy in 
gold and prifoners. Tliis advantage, had almoft proved fatal 
to the Spaniards ; i^iey marched up to a little town four 
leagues from the fea, and finding the Indians had retreated 
to the mountains, theyi^nfer'fcd ih^imUves carelefsly in 
N ' . fmall 
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fiu# 4 Wtkd, in qftcft oP gold and plutyler j in 
atkn tliCT were attacked by the cnemyt who woundoi 
and k4lle\%ec^*fwii!\ vaft flights of poifoned arrows. The 
inhabitai^iSQf Tarbaco VHl upon Ojeda ancT the fmall party 
with^hirri j he maintained the fight for a long time againft a 
multitude of Indians, kneeling upon the ground, covering 
(hirrkfclf with his target, and making dreadful havock with 
fi»wd ; but at length perceiving that almoft all. his mea 
were killed, he made a furious effort, pftflied through the 
thickeft of the enemy, and^direfleddiis courfe to the Tea, in 
hopes of reaching the ‘(hipping. Sevenjty Spaniards were 
(lain upon this occafion, and among the reft yohn de la Cofa^ 
whij fupported the expence of the expedition, fitted out the , 
and now died fighting valiantly, after his body had 
covered with arrows, and fwoln to a monftrous fize 
with tl\e malignity of the poifon. The long flay made by 
this party created unitafin^fs on board the (hips, and/everal 
boats were fent out tb gain intelligence, knd fcarch* along 
the coaft, where they found Ojeda hiding himlelf in a i^ee, * 
faint, exhaufted, and emaciated, with fatigue and hunger, 

In this fituation were the Spanijh affairs when NicueJ/a 
arrived, and not only forgave the injuries he had received 
from Ojeda^ upon the recital of his misfortunes, but gen.c- 
roufly offered him all the affillancc in his power, put him- 
fclf under his direclion, until he had revenged the death oi 
his companions, and embraced him» with great cordiality^ 
faying, that it would be unmanly to add ^o the afiyclions of 
the unfortunate, arjd unworthy of a goeffl citizen, to gratify 
private refentment at the expenoe of the public fervicea 
T'he two governors accordingly put themfclvcs at the head 
of a party of four hundred men, inarched by night to Yar^ 
baco, attacked the Indians unpicpared, fet fire to the town, 
burnt and mafliicred the inhabitants, without diftiniJiion of 
age or (ex ; and alter t, ha vi»)g cruelly “fat ia ted their jevenge, 
rctKCiiSicd to their an^jminenfe booty in gol^T; the 

(hare of I^uu€ffa\ p^riy alone amounting to feven thoufand 
caftc'llanos. 

^ After this tranf<£lion the two commanders fcparated,st. Seba- 

Ojeda fleering for th'uba and the river ol^parien^ which heftiao built 
f had Been informed by the Indians produce6^ great quantities/^ the bay 
of the precious metal, iNot being able to find the river, ^ Uraba. 
he built a fort, which he called* iV. Sehajlian^ uf)on a hilly 
ground, to defend his people aigaiilft the attacks of the na- 
ii;;cs ; fcvci.al hemfes u'cre t re£kd^ir\ the neighbourhood, and 
thus was laid the foundation of the fecond town ejected 
by the Spanianh tbr the Cilnmhs having before 
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i^eavourdl to eftaHifli a colony* in Verifgua. 

tht Indians were warlike, and little difpofed to admit 
foreigners among^ them, he dirpatche(i,a vefiei to tiifpmiaiai 
with the prifoncrs and gold he had ^ken, to procure in 
change a reinforcement of men, arms, and provifions. Thiar 
fupply was abfolutely neceflary; hut Ojeda expofed bimfelf ic 
great dangers by parting with fuch a number of them as Wer<, 
neceflary to work the veflcl, and fecurc the piriiianefs/ 
The Indians of this diftrid were the moft fagacious and 
alert at their weapons of any th^ had feen hitherto. They 
fhot their poifoned arrows with fiich force as pierced the 
thickeft armour, unlefs it was well lined with cotton ; be- 
iides they ufed their ^wooden fwords with great add refs it 

fo cxaftly, and thre>v their darts with fuch violence as iM- 
ly rendered them very forntfdable enemies. They had 
temples for public w-orfliip 5 but we arc told they ter 

the Jjecaufe to him they afarib^i tlie power or’ doing 
mifehiif. The i^*edu]ou5 Spaniards everl alledgcJ, that he 
frecv^fcntly appeared to them in different hideous lofms ; a 
relation which they probably believed upon the credit of the 
Indians, From this being they pretended to receive iiifor- 
mation, that the dead fliould be tranfported into another 
country j for which reafon the moment a corpfe was depofited 
in the grave, large ftorc of provifion was likvwi/e buried to 
fupply the dead in the voyage j and if the dcceafed happened 
to be a male, his arms and military weapons were laid by 
him for^his defeiKC. Thus we fee that the Indians in 
geSieral entertainecT a Ciudc wild idea o;,, immortality and a 
future flate. The India,, s of befides their* fkill in 

war, had alfo made the greatefl progrefs in the a£i:s of civil 
life of any favage nation which the Spaniards had as yet 
beheld. 'I'heir iioufss were neat, "iid commMJioufl)'' divided 
into different apartments; their beds weie cotton hammocks 
flung^,t<ip.the roof ; and ihojigh they, went naked upon ac- 
count of the heat of the climate, they ^were no ftrai^-^¥S to 
Weaving and fpinning, as appeared '\>y fevciral ingenious 
fpecimens of piece goods. Thefmall organs" of generation 
were contained in cafes of pure gold,* or ot ivory, while th#* 
wonren covered /^ofe parts which moctefty rtquires fliould 
be concealed, with fine cotton cloths, wrapped round the 
loins, and flowing dowm to the^ feet. T hey alfo wore 
bracelets," beads, and oth^r ornaments round their arrrv; and 
necks j and all the women valued jhemfelves upon their 
beauty, clcanlinefs, and tne fmooihnefs ©f their, hair, ^ihe 
poifon ufed upon their arrows was an arumal and vegetable 
mixture formed into a p^hsj'-^/.diffcreift degf^^^ 
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according to the nlimber of ingredients uled 5 Co that 
the alledged tHcfjr could kill with their poifoh wiihfh 

any limited time, two, three, five to fourteen days. Their 
antidotes were the cautery, fea*water, and the excre- 
merrts of the wounded peifon, applied^ frefli to the fore ; to 
, which they aferibed extraordinary virtues i and it appears 
that Jlonfo de Ojedo cured himfelf by fiie, and by the ufc of 
aflual cautery, in the moft refolute manner, plates of ig- 
nited iron being applied not on'y to the ^^ound, but to ail 
the adjacent parts. It is Iftewife r^orted that many of the 
Spaniards wounded by thefe poifoned Arrows grew fuddenly 
dfelijjious, and died raving, without any feverifh fymptoms. 

JjlfHE new colony had not been long cftabliftied before* 
Gmda and his people were leduccd to gr«at extremities. At 
Uprft they made fc'me fortunate incuriions into the neigh- 
iTiouC'in;..- »^crritorie^* ; but the Indians daily increafingjk^num- 
' bers, lAnd In courage^'corpecl them at length within tlip forr, 
where thej^almoft perilhed w ith famine. Happily for‘|heni 
a veflel arrived from Hifpanlola^ with feventy men, 
had efcaped the rage of their creditors, and determined to 
fettle,.Qn the continent. 0 ]eda welcomed them as his guar- 
dian angels, brought them provifions, and having ftrengtlf- 
cned the colony, he refolved to fail for tusther fupplies 
to Martinico^ promifing to return in fifty days, and allowing 
his people, in cafe he failed, to difpofe of ^hemfelvcs as 
they Ihould think proper. This voystge proved exceedingly 
unfortunate, Ojeda^ after fuftcring diJrefs fi^' 

want provifions^ was thrown u^n the coaft of Cuba^^ 
where he was forced to fight his wry through the natives to 
gain the call fide of the iflanJ, that he n^lght be nearer Hifpa^ 
niola. His men drnpt every day through fatigue and hunger ; 
they traverfed i^aft moraflrs and fuicfis, living upon fuch 
herbs and roots they me t witn ; h.ilf hia companions pe- 
riihed \ and Ojeda^ few more, arrived at 7^ tmdian 

town**'cjlIed Cuyha^ where they fell down through faintnef| 
as if ^Jiey harf been dead,* v^^hich fo much excited the huma- 
jpity of the Indians^ that they treated them witn the utmoffc 
avility and kindnefs,- bringing them abundance of the beft 
•^provifion the country afforded, and furnilhfi^ them with a 
canoe and rowers to fend intelligence by one of iheir num- 
ber, tOL the Spaniards in Jamaicaf in which iflandyi colony 
had b*cen fettled under the condu^ of yohn de EfquibeL 
Youfig Cdlumbus made* this eftabj^hment to preferve his 
right to the iftand againft the encroachments of Ojeda and 
NifMeJa^ who had *^hc jurifdidipp. of yamaica included in 
their late grant from the ahd the difpute had come 

to 



a bci^t befiwt, thefe adt^nturers bcjgin tktrvll|L 
that Ojeita threatened to^put Efquibel <b 
He prefumed fettling in the rflandl notwichftandin^^hkl^ 
the generous Efyuibel was no fooner made acquainted 
his jTsisfortunes, than he exerted himfclf for his fafety,^ and 
by the humanity of his condufl fecured the peroctuai fricnd- 
fhip of Ojeda, He fent a vcflcl to Cuba^ brought him ,and 
his companions fafe' to yamaica^ and tranfported them to 
Hifpmiola^ where Ojeda died before the means of relieving 
the colony of Uraba were put in execution. 

NicueffaV Such were the diftrefles of Ojeda and his little colony; 
’"txpeditmu nor were thofe of Nicuejfa inferior. When the tw^ com- 
1509. manders parted company, in a caravut^ at- 

tended by a brigantine, under the conduct of Loped 
held his courfe alOii^ithe Oiore, in queft of Veragua^ 
ing ^the larger fhips to keep out to Tea fpr the greater rcci?\ 
rify. f fl^his opportunity the treacfierous * 01 an!> feiped'i^of gra- 
tifyin^‘ his ambition, and gaining the fupremel command. 
InlVad of icecping clofe in company with the carr.vel, he 
fight entirely, and then holding out to fea for the other 
fhips, gave them to underftand that Nicuejfa was fliip- 
wrecked, and that the chief diredfion of the cxpcdit\,n be- 
longed now to himfelf, as lieutenant. As no fufpicion was 
entertained of the truth of this relation, the failors and offi- 
cers willingly yielded obedience, and by Ohm's order fleered 
for the river Beihleheniy where he propofed fettling a colony, 
though the fpot bad formerly been unfortunate to a fimilar 
:f:tempft The Ihtps being left upon the coaft, the lieutenant 
with the whole crew er*^^;red the river tn boats, Ciaiio con- 
triving this ftratagem, a;* w^as imagined, to fecure the river 
to himfelf, and prevent meeting again with Nicuejja. His 
intention was to fettle in the coiistry, but l^e found it might, 
be difficult to prevail upon hit. people, wjhile the Ihips re- 
mained j they wereAhcrefoic left in a c. relefs manner, in 
exptikSt’on of their perilh'ng in ionie hard gale, flp^^d, or 
^other a cident. Scarce had the boats afCivancecj a few leagues 
in the river^ when one was overiurncd, aitd 'fourteen men 
were drowned, which made the fuHors fo clamorous in 
other boats, xhdi^Olano was compelled' to return to the Ihips, 
but without abandoning his defign. He had left fcjtne men 
up the river, promifing to give liic.n fpeedy fupply of nccef- 
faries, and with the brigantines he entered the river Ve/agua^ 
where he ordered ftrift*%ajch to be made for gol^d D;^t the 
men concealing the ♦l\eif officer fl^puld thinjj; of 

fettling here, obliged him to return, to 'where he 

found the little colony greatljir reduced ih number, read/ to 
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fxckly corriMfiifi from the moift heat of the ftt4 
moSPuM^iAnd the unwholefoiheiiefs of the climate. It was 
hhferved that thh fick always y^lded their breath at the 
^tidc Of«^ bb, a nd that the bodies^ of thofc who were buried 
so the laiidj 'lscre as perfe£Hy conibmed in the fpace of eight 
days, as if they had been fifty years depofited in any Euro^ 
pian foil } from whence the Spatuards drew dreadful prognof* 
tics. As the (hip provifion was entirely e^diaufted, the ar* 
rival or Ntcuejfa iurniflied qo relief ,lto thq colony,' unlcfs 
Confo^ion was drawn from .feeing the.fibmber of the 
wretwd multiplied. We may judge of the difirefs of the 
whdfPfrom a fingle inftance. A mare, happened to foal ^ 
fog^ after Olano\ arrival,' and all the Spaniards flew like 
Tgry wolves, aM devoured the yoiftig, animal, andi<even 
ic plaij^cnta, they regarded as the highefi Jujurju 

lavrhg/for /feverai w^ks tafted nothing be^es ri^bnaM 
other (vegetables. • • ‘ 

Nor Vas the fituation of Ntcuejfa Icfs deplorable, rfa 
failed up the river with the caravel, and was ihipwrecked^: 
not a morfcl of the provifion^being faved. As this accident 
happeHlkS in the night, many of the crew were throwrv 
afhore barefooted and naked, in which condition they travel^ 
led over bogs, marfhes, mountains, rocks, and through forefts, 
feeding upon vegetables, without knowing upop ^ich fide 
Veragua lay, for which they were fearching. They like- 
wife found they were befet by Indiana Nkujfa^s faa^ourit^ 
fervant being killed by an arrow. Ajjlaftrin courfc of theit 
wanderlr^, they were ihut up by thMoods in adefart ifland^ * 
which aferded nothing befidcs a fw roots and (belt-fifli. 
Tl^ejmey fpent near three months in the moft piteous fitu- 
i thTrir reponted attempts to crofs upon floats to the 
oppofitc fhore, baing all fmftraied. Many were reduced 
to fuch a ftate ol debilitj^ that^jbey arawlcd aboin^j^oit 
their Jjands and feeW in qpeft of thofc unvi^holcfomk vege- 
tables with w^ich tl^y W^re forced to gratify the Cravings 
of appetite. ^Sppilv however fpr thofe who ff^vived thei'f 
Ipifdfbrps, they owed f heir prefervation tOjXbc treachery of 
^our failors, to whorfi they aferibed all tneir calamities. 

^ They >ftd run away with the boat, when* the caravel was 
loft, and by mere acd^nt lighted upon the pl^ where 
Olan}^ vfieh bis unfortunate afIbtiateS, had cftablimca a kind 
Whether a^ierfitj^aj^^oftencd Olam\ heartf, 
e>r gnat he w^s afraid. of feEellroft of the colony, if he 
refufed *fiAding*reIief to Isicuejfa^ who was known to be liv- 
ingi by the rcla^on of the fj^s, certain it is that be km 
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the fa^s, 
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f i bri^aminc for hwn> with palixij||if{^ and fuch othtr 
ions as his wretched fituation which; 

as that comma^er, and the remains of his cre>)^*r*Sferc 
duetd to the laft extremity.^ t T^ir joy on fight of the veflel 
was incxprcfliblc ; but Nkuejfa prudently reftrained^jt^ 
moderated their appetite for devouring the p?3;iK:\ds, which 
might have proved fatal in their faint exhaufted condition 
Vfhtn ’NkueJJa joined the wretched fetrlement dXBethlehem^ 
he demonfirated'that his fpirit was not broke with ^erfity, 
and that he r.cw owed the grefervation of his lK\to the 
fcafonable afEftancc*furnifhc,d by his lieutenant 
ju iicc and difeipline required he (hould be punifliei(^ 
rallh ambition, which nott^nly "'royed th^intentior 
expedition, but proved fatal ii. .ne lives many, anlS 
zard'-ufthc fafeiy "pf‘^11 the a^ventu.ers^ Without forrS^y 
tray^Jhe ordered him to be loaded with /rons ; nor vyoidd i 
][ieayoHhis releafe^ ^ntil he wasforcf^J^toyicTcTto tfif inter- 
-’fce^on whole colony.'* ^ 1 

ICUESS A perceiving that no hope remaine^S o^* ren- 
-Bering the colony ufeful in the. fpot which Okno had diofen, 
he rc-cmbarked, withdefign to return to liifpmiioii \ but 
.want of provifion obliged him to put afhore a fe^Jeagues 
above Porto Bdlo^ where he refolved to make a fett iemem, 
faying, Let us ftay here en nombre de Dios^ in the name of 
(rod, Iftunfdiately befell to work in eredting a fort, which 
took the name of Nombre de Dioi\ to proteft them againft 
^thc natives, in whic^r be failed, his people being in a fliort 
time reduced frofti to 100 men, through fatigue, fa- 
mine, and the unwhoftPbmcnefs of the climate. 

It will be now necefl'ary wc fhould return to ^he fettle- 
ment at Uraba, which Ojeda left behind, in oidei'^' we 
may clearly underftand the fate of the rolony^at No}/tly^\* 
de Dios,^'WhQn the fifty days, which Qjeda had fixed for 
his p^yirn, were erpirca, all hope^ of ihlkf vaniflied, and 
the w’^Stched Spaniards gave thenjfelves 4ip to defpair. Two 
fmall veflels only remained, and'fcefe were infufficient 
to tranfpoV*- their whole numbur, amountlhg*^^ to fixty men, 
to any other cquntry, though they '^vere reduccd'to the mcft 
deplorabfe fitu&tion that imagination can figure. ^ After ma- 
ture deliberationrj it was refolved in a general coTTttcil not 
to fepaVxi^te, but patiently to w^ft the decrees of heaven, or 
until their number fliOUld bcfommih diminifhed,* bv fick- j 
nefs, want, and the*irtifows cf the Imiansy 
could tranfport all tWIurvT^^trs^: u ^enod vj^ich wa^ not 
very' remote. The Spaniards uiei fo faft, fhat olfily hands 
enough remained to worlife^the two veireJs. Accordingly 

N they . 




tfte provifion th^Vi 

<^nriii:j}l^piARrr inures they kiNed and Taited^ ' 
and /|om^*^ltiietos. Francis Pizarro^ afttry^rds fo celc- 
bra-ted^ ^ho was appointed his ^bJftitute hy Of(da^ com- 
and had the good fortune to join 
*the Bakheh^tJflkfy^ juft arrived in the bay of Carthcgcna^ 
yrith ^a {hip and brigantine, an hundred atid fifty men, good 
ftbreof live ftock, and other provifion, deftined for the re- 
PJief of colony at Uraha^ in confequenA of a contradl 

^ fivith thJIgciTileman, a little before his deat^ jThe oti 


^veffel 
Pizarr 
fleer 


coihmandcd by Faknzuela^ and f^mned at fe\ 

^tmott end^avotq^s to prevail on Encifo 
join NicurJ/'i but rfie Batchelor was 
executl^ his engagements lite^lly ; hoWever, 
entered the ba\ his fliip foiinderecf, s/nH^himfet 

ith great difficulty by the brigaijl)li(|fe5,’ 
provifions on bc|^(r£Win^^^ii^cly loft. Ei^o 
‘verthcleijs infixed uporiiJTTtting ; but he was f(f^ougl^^^^7j6>5nenr 
handled (by* the Induim^ and the country offered fo little en- 
couragement, that he was pejfuaded by to 

fail for t^e rivei Da^ien^ which he remembered fince the 
voyageNvel^^lf-^tijrrned with Bn/lidas, Balboa deferibed a 
pleaTant town upon the banks of tnis river, abounding with 
provifion, which proved a ftrong inducement to th^i^alf- 
famifhed Spaniards his advice was followed ; and %ipon their 
arrival every thing correfponded with his^ account ; it how- 
ever required the force of arms to gain pr^efljjjh of this tand 
of promife, the caziquf, with five huyied men, being in 
rcadinefs to oppofe the Spaniards, A’b'Jttle accordingly en- 
fued ; the I^ums were routed, and the town was the re- 
"VViyil uM*k4!^^uerors, who, befides a quantity of provifion,' 
vcral pieces df nianufadlured cotton, got a booty of 
ten thouiand pefos ilf fine gold plat\«. Balboa gained fo 
much lepurat.on by futc^fs of th#s( qitftr'prize, 
mbitioo«wiis fired, and^c affired a 4 the gov^nment of%he 
rolony, which gM ajjrertl T&Nld be eftablifh^ on^c river 
jParicn^ by the «imc of Sa?ua ]Uaria el Anlfgm c^Darien, 
his pj^polc, he enlarged his friend Ihil^s, and con- 
certed a fchegjfe for depoiing^iiWi/i, under cq|our, thit as 
they were w ithin the liirdr^of Ojed:i*s go^^fnmeni^hey 
owed nojob^'dience to hl^i^prefentative, Scveral^,; 5 Jrc«m- ' 
ncesji^&r^ributed to his fchemsy'which was loon 

^J!!Br^was<lepol(:d,-* J^d the chief dlrefiion 
t® Nmit% B/ika. In this fituation the co- 


mix 


1 c: 

of aiFdin 

lony ir.i^t^avc fioiirifi^ed, 1 
arole, tfnd iVch a va icty of 


j.id not frefh fubjedb of difpute^^/^^^ ,^r 
k’pa^e opinions and interefis, 


as m;m. 
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Ttocced^ 
ings cf 

BiiJboa. 



fl, with; 

I though 
»d was 
\refo- 
jircd. 


x tbn J^ilhry 

a Si threateneii amfrchy aii^ 

* agreed, that Nicmjffa Ihould be kac t^i^ I 


it' mi 

govern 

a veflei viras dispatched to d^atifpoft him, wHh all Lis p^olile^ Ul 
Darien ; they found hi 
feeblcj feeding like a 
fliocking fpedtaclc drew 
cuejja v/as fo much elated with hfs change of ctreuin* 
llanccs, that he foon forfeited the good opinioli ofjy|ie colony 
at Darien^ an^ was depofed befoie be had felt the 

r^ iis of au^l^#ritj% and fent to fea in a rottgoca^ 
li/vei)ieen inenj all of whom perifhed with the vefl< 

/ome writers allcdge, tlvit NicueJJa reached Cuba^ 
maffacred, with *211 his people, by the Ilians. 
lutic^o ol the ojjlooyi and Balboas ar^l conduct, 
me admmiftration, by which h/ was enabled 
/vc^hv hirhfelf upon the Batchelor for Jthc ffiare^ 

I irfcromoting the 1 Ac 'Jiflehfior^ He therefore charg 
Jrfrm with arrogating to himlcit an illegal authority, and 
committing treafon, by exerting a power under yrrtue of 
Ojeda\ commiflion, waich could only be beftow^ by the 
king. Upon this pretext he fecured his perfon, confif- 
cated his effctSls j but at length releafed ^'-^^’Diitzhelor^ on 
condition that he Ihould take the firft paflage that offered 
for &}^n or Lbfpamola, Further to fccurc hicnfelf in the 
government, gu.»rd againft the accufations of Encifoj and fo- 
licit aids and fupplits for the rtfing colony, he difpatched 
two*^ of his nvrff ^ntimate friends to Spain and Hifpaniola^ 
fending the Bafeh^c^ .under their »aftody, ap^d a proccis 
againtt him, couchef in the moft artful and bitter terms. 
The new colony at Darien began now to flour^ extreme- 
ly, and fpread the tc:-ror of .their arms zu^nvfi end^lnd'on 
nations, with Tome o,. which they contrafted alliances,' tot^ 
which the acci&ntal riifcovery of t'wQ Spaniardsy who had 
from NlcueJ/d^ on his*fijft apival in Veragua^ and j 
hadt lived wit^ the IndianSj afftd jjijurrcd* their language,^ 
with aknowld^geof the country, grcatl;vcuiVribui 4 fd. They™ 
gave tho’ firft account of the c;(Ltraordinary wealth of this 
part of cfpccially to the fouihwardVjwhrch af- 

terwards conffemed by a young prince, who M05;rcd to ac- 
comj^’any Bali^a to a countr)^, where the pieciousMuetal was 
in as ^'^at abundance as the Speriards alledgedjrcm was in 
Europe; bathe h would tfc ni/ieffary to yrjRfrgndc.r 
with a thoufand as he Ciould be purred 

monaiciit, Ba/lsa iiad cor^tra&^ed a partiti^ar intimt with 
a neighbouring cazique^ named Canta^ whom he tyid firft 
taken prlfoner, and then* *li?ie2 fed, on the promife of hi® 

friend- 



that fil^ly the eolDey with provi^j 

thb J(^aH pun^ually executed. 
Carets wa^hen at war wirh^aft<Jhet caziqu^C whofe name 
and this prince, Icarni^ig that the Spaniards took 
fSrt witirM^lMiy^fled to the mountains, leaving his country 
to be wafiid. aiid his treafures pillaged by^he allies, By this 
means the Spanijh influence became daily more confiderablc ; 
princes i 




Ucd their friendfhip, and, among|3thcTs, the ca- 
lord of the adjacent coy n try ,Whn advanced 
^ns, and grandees, to irtvity ^ilboa to 
dged his troops, Aipplied them with evelw 
pel led them to iiccept t^ie befljirvices ot 


even 
Ire he 
and cci^ 


'with hi, 
nccelljl 

the w?ncn of the^()unlry ; tnc greattft mark ofccJh^dencc 
tha^an be fhewn^y an and an if/di/TolLi' ' 
nd(^ip. 'rhe Spal^rds were ftruck with the r 
(Sir Cemagris palace f»^))eycnd ariy thing they 
i n AmtiiaK ‘It’ was i n gt h , 8 o 

raifed on Wooden pillars, inclofcd by a ftone wall, 
rails at the top, fo beautifully carvtd, that the Europeans 
utterly aitonimed at the worknaanfhip. Several ot the apsre- 
mdnts"di}l;iijcuil|ied a rude genius for architafture and the fine 
arte i but wnat \^as peculiarly pkafing to the fi loiers, 
the great abundance of bread, vemfon, and pork,yrri1ith 
they found in the ftorehoufe, together with a of red 

and white plea faiit liquors, drawn from Indian wheat, roots, 
and the palm. The wealth and gcne^ofity%of this jyince 
greatly incrcafed their fatisfaflion, H 
of obligmg»tlic flrangers by every 
otdered Icvyral pieces of gold, valual 



eldeft fon, delirous 
cans in his power, 
for their woikman- 


0 cyrels 


no 


lliip and weighing about\oco pieces of eight, 

mcr‘w^?t#iever4y Haves, 'to be ftrefented \o Nunez and 
Calwenares^ W’ho, hc^erceived, wcr<^Ih^J/e^ing men among 
the Spaniards ) and ilwas^ugon the ^ijvilkrfi»r tiitfe*" 
that thy^ qiiarr^'d,%nd objiged the vAii^gpince to 
himfelf injJjc folIowU^*f^^s. — The cMiftians ha\^ 
otcafi^nto^^l Slit about af fo irijffng d^olJ ; for 
ifehey prizj/it at fo hijh a rate as to for(%c^tN^r native 
country^jiind diflurb peaceable nationsJ^m fea#ch of 
V this I will (hew Aem a province where thy inry 

‘‘ cnjo 5 ^ to fatiety, au(h<? diflance of 

day^joOrncy fromJjj/K^^jj pointin.^towaras^iijg^juthcrn 

' C^ati\jcs have vcirSfs little Thierior to 

‘VthcC^^Jirf^’fbips, with marts and ftiiie, and where they 
:*out of this fame fo much \alued.'' 


|ting prince s report 
■pf the moic grave and exp^fi 



fumed by the ttrtimony 
In Hans ^yihiCh fo iafl.im- 

fd 



Settlement 
pn the 
iilatid of 
Cuba. 


['€d the arJouf of relbfvfed-'rf^l^flf^ 

ately to fulict^^thc king fortlVnt*ceflary ati4 

to hy before the minitt.;^thc ineJchauftiblc loufce of wt^attli 
he had difcovcred. Valaibia was cht)fen to 
portaiu affair, and he was alfo charged witi''*fl!^King’vS fifth 
of the gold founds by the new colony, which amounted to 
I5>0C0 pieces of eight. ^ 

While this' affair was negotiating, and S^^^lrepaMng, 
to rther :nto the/:ountry, in orde^o j|S)plv thei^ 

^lony wither jvilions-, wh»ch now began tr^fail, Mh James ^ 


t,o!u?nbus^ in quality of admiral and goveFior-geriffcO, wis 
taking ^f5,^**fures ‘for eftablifinng a coloj» on the nj^pd of 
"Cuba.* The adj^antages of this fctilerapu were oTS^us, 
the ' foil was excellent, th^ country popi]v^is,| 
y^ff^>;^ding'^with provifion':, and the J^ott valuabje 
Jcfpoh^eKC. ya?77es^jya^ite!S^ ^ of undejftandioJP, 
tg^iper^V*??id integrity, wa'b Ac^Ivto conduct This'^'ciiier- 
^ priZL*, aud great numbers of perfons involved iff debi>’ re- 
X Llv^.d to liiare his fortune. No lefs than three hundred 


men rendezvouf^d zt Salv::turra dc Li Zavana^ gnd embarked 
on board fome vcffds deftined ht Cuha^ 

C'lfians in thei; canr>*’S, beaded by thy c izique ot 
the ^VrWince of Guidjabrt. It was imag ned this piince was 

difpotJ toccountcnance the expedition ; but his con- 

dudV Toon evince 1 that he had quitted Hi/paaivloy where he 
» .could make litjc r^ftance^ only to affiitthe inhabitants of 
^ Cuba in preferving iveir Lberty, and ^hereby acquiring more 
w^cight and authori^'^Viian fell to his (hare, ift a country 
Kovemb, wholly fubdutd, and j^overned by the Spaniards. \AccordmgT 
ly, oft the arrivaf o^u/c^pquez at the port cabled 
cazique flood upon defence, and en-tamped'j^with 
fidciv.blp heJ;, o^^I: in the woodv/grounds, which werc^ 

ii^E^^'hible CO H^e he maintained hi$ 

fifu^ion for thjf fpace cj two jnon^s, Lyt was^atlaft dif-^ 
lodged l^y thei^perior fkiil ^ji'cLu.'a^e m J^urppeaaSi^ 
who droy^hirn'^o the hearfe of the iflandlfand (boh alter ^ 
took I.vhn\iX.oner, and burnt h^m alive ; \Aich protitfced 
fuch rin cffedljj'ypon the innabitapts*, that the w;,^le province 
of imm(^|iatcly fubmittea| Civil divir!om^fterwa»'ds 
arofe^ i;hich h'Jj almoft deflroyd^^^hfec parts of fettle- 
Tucrit. ,^FX,.!!nattiiCorieZf fo ceicb^ in hiftory^t\gk parji^ 
againft ^'3^ Yeized, inapri(oirdC,-u ^^2 

of lofing his life a c* a traitor and how-'' 

ever, didenfion ceafeci, and the iS)>rw/r7W/niade V pro- . 
grefs in the reduiiion building tov/W, and ^ 

" ' v* ’ 






it yiittaMe ^olojty whidi hath 

i| new fettli^ 
M waW ufing every ex<- 





Tine«h«»n mi 

»*«"«» -T 

, naents io the ff'fjt-lndie!. 

2^at extent and ^untry which farniihed but a 
fertility of the ifland of Cuba fmail qoantity of the common* 
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were at firA the chief induce- 
;^co!onizing it ; for as 
ds had no idea of 
^itiighc be of tg 
N^trafhc in gold 
ceeus two hun- 
®'^Jeagdes from 
its breadth 

which im/ome places dot 
exceed twelve leagues over. It 
is finely watered, and agreeably 
lifted with woods, lawhs, 
and vall^^; whole Aanding 
within fhe tropic of and 

the climatt rather not than on- 
falutary. The cedars produced 
here are of fo extraordinary a 
fize, that (he Spaniards had feen 
the Indians make canoes of a 


Angle trulik able to tr arrv hft^ ^ d i 
men. The fruits were del id- edf^l 
ou^^hf ^uac^upeds numerous, 
ihe^t^dT an^ rivers vgtU 
ftocked with fiAi. A few cop- 
per mines were dif(overed, and 
fome gold; but^the preoioas 

“ ^ouni2kin fuftci- 

t<^giVc^?h4 to form of 
ad not the omr qd amoi 
f the idand conL iAand, i 
deficiency! In dcfpoi 

wordj^^as thought not 

migh^oon be rendered^ gPa* of hit fuj 
narmf the SpaniJ^Ui^kc^t on them 
Ta lif which paffiod 

^’^Skipal mofiv^ with 
"al for*prafecutiirg his tcra 
of fetAzng colonies in n 

10dk‘: 


metd? vTa; 

-eaUl, 

A rettlemciii 

Vdmmoditi) 
penfated 


me 


diiy upoit which alone the Spa- 
nlar^t at that time, put any 
value. WitI refpeA to the tOr 
habitants, th^| ^i^tly r^fem- 
•bled the*nattvc|^f Hi/pe^la^ 
in temper, Aatun^ and part^u* 
fa? cuAom^. Tb^^rofeAei^no o 
religion, performeu ho wrorAiip, 
and bujft ?to temgl^^vjjy ug h 
their phyfi'cian' 
garded as a kin 
yipfi^nded to co 

inviiible fpirit,^^ 

vil by the Spanikrds» TWr 
were called Behiques ; and th9h> 
people were deluded by them 
into the mo A monflrous fupci-^^j 
Aition and r.hfurdity ; it jiris 
believed, forinttance,|fnil'^a 
hiqui could car| ct/ftain dan- 
gerous difeafes, by blowing up- 
on thefeatieqt. A gegeral no- 
tion gy tlft deluge prevailed, 
Indians of Cuba affirm- \ 
ey were the delcendants 
old man who built a vef- 
which he put the male 
ale of all animals, and 
jmated be- 
leva- 

^ to the^^ 
eminent eAabliAi- • 
the 


I c^OMrchical, but 
T for ito cazique 
er to «Aave any 
Sf O^do accufes 
%innatural 
denied by 
errerut and other wri- 
credit. Obied. p< 57* 
dec. i. 1 . ix. fefl. 2. 

pedient; 



fh BJhry If j 

l^dient to pro^T^ and proviw*»»» alpd extend fefl lUite* 

J ncc on the continent. Toijjerd^c r54***”j*'8 thb.jfwee 
e had Intelligence tha^v^a cap^ie o( the pV>vipce oC 
was pofiefled trcafii|rcs; the ofierings made tfl 

gold, at a certain temple vji hjs dominions, cxccc^iM^Jlir^ 
lief. This excited his avarice, and produced^’ifi^ teiolution 
of attacking the cacique. Accordingly he embarked with 
l6o able-bodied men, i” two brigantines, and a great num^ 
Further ber of canoes, oideiing Calm^nares^ with a third ot 
^proceedings to enter :ivcr, ^glmoft nine leagues to^^plv |1 

the coh- of tKc gulph J/ir/M. On the firft notice o^thnn "Jarnei \ 

the grrtiid cazique pf Dqrierzj withdrtrJftjl, w..s ^ 
0^^i^ermediate cbpntr^ entirely dthen^d of 4 
cf ^ Spaniards^ by which means>^cre ol^ious, A 

Balboa. boofv,V;f.crpJd amdunnng to feven thoufaj^try pop3^n*f,^^i 
alUyr'i'cci wa^ loft in a ftonn on their t^aluabjc 
lifs ariain entered the rivtr, jo/bf uiid'^fi'Undiop/ 

caziques, anAti^^^'f'-vvHurnJU u) udtuv.^y 
wyliout pro^uririg any other advantage to the fcKlemcnt, 
y^'nan that or impreffing the Indians witn dreadtul notions of 
- the power and invincibility of the Spaniards^ and gaining 
fpme further inlormation refpeding the country ^ 

^ report of the young cazique of Cemagi^^ concerns 

iiig t v^^^uthern ocean, and the prodigious wealth of certain 
countriesV^in^ along that coaft, fuggefted to Balboa the ne- 
ceflity 0 ^ repeating hi%.inftances to the couit fot farther fuc- 
cours oj men, ayms, and ammunition. He eagerly defired 
to enter upon frfeih cfjfcoveries and cenquefts, but he was 
' fenfible that his force .F.pf this reafoh it was 

determined in a general ^ouncil ot the members of* the co- 
lony, to fend CalmenarestpdwA Cayzedo^ two gent|^mei> 
lity and charadlcr, to to make the ^ftron j'c 5 remold- 

ftrances to thf kiq^^ojn gteat expefta^ons entertained ; 
and to ftic ^weiglT i/-^their negotiation, ra fifth of all the 
h, go’d naonging tutbji colony was /ent^s*^.p|//icnt 
‘ juft a{5 toe arobfllT^o^ors had depaftc^ 

If (bv, 

j!e gave this appen^rftd on 
caafL it was 6i(coh^/ores 
fa^eL called Pa/qua Je^nd* 
by tb^'^amards- Here he gym 

feflion in thenaancrofiL 




(B) tuo^)t this tim; 

fhat Pmt,de £««,i„nng fupfv* 
jpeded in ' govJ^jfjment of 


govajjment 

Puerto p^tedf reibhv, ^ 

yoyaec in clif&Verifs ; 

an courfe of which hsivfi^ll in 
yntih a great number cA^'^all 

iflands, foiiip pf th^m bcjfii^ ]|icpajefty, andorefledj^ 
pnknown to the an5r^^Nl^^*3 inicriptioh. f|*w 

^ith the coail of to which i. ix. fed. v. ^ of 



#ilii the 

life ty^tfon 'W€^ dividcrfr-'anS 

tvtfy thix\^ confpj{Qi t J thfe BMilmOro^ df >U the fanguiiiQ 
isoticm entertained by Bal^, One Aloiafo Peri%^ i«l-i» 

liJ^^^A^Lthe diftfibution ofVhe^^ld tDzde hy Balbpa^ had 
contriveo^^'Syjcmc for feiz^g fen thoufand caftellanoet 
kept in bank as the common pit^r ty ; this he executed, and 

J ivided in fuch a manne r as feeSfWdiim an equal, if not a 
peri^l^^ty. The Spaniards had twice ftilncd in order of 
iroy each othej, when tfome ipaoje'^onfi^^^ 

I reprefeo'ted the terri&i^ confeque^KCS 

which muft leave the conquerors an ^Vy 
fnd pro<fuced a ^eflatwws^f hoftJi- 

the immediate (bedding of ni^od, out 
^^’c^uaJ, ’f?^^**T^onci!iation ; it is p'fobable^ tlwre-j^re, ,thc' 
^ to the moft fatal 

l«fa|ues; ^M|Tonably amv^ d from 
twnfiips, 150 ofprovifion, corf-jnU-i^i: 



fion figrft?d by the treafurer Pojfammte^ impow\red by thiC 
king, conftituting Balboa captain-general of all the coun^ 
try poffefl'ed by the Spaniard^ round the ifthmus tsf -Darien. 
Nunez was overjoyed with this profperous circumftance^^ 
which, by re-eftablilhing his authority, and placing it 
a more folid foundation than the capricious will of 
panions, enabled him to break the confpiracy, Mid reduce 
the mutineers to reafon, without ftrikang a blow, or feed- 
“ding a drop of blood. However, his wtisfrflion wa.*! confi^ 
dcrably diminifhed Ify the accounts hiS received, that Encifo 
arrived (afc in remonftrances againft 

his tyrar^fiical conduit, and fo faR&aincd credit with the 
C(M^‘*r.';}at h’« majefty direfled a to be made -againft 

vWcT wasxirdered t6 mak^^^d all the damages fuf- 


in perfon 
j^te!- 

arnva ^or the ^ 
bf the treafures 
iift^cry of the 
^j^fVj>etter im- 
in performing 
^his dei^n into 
^ple , jrJ exciting 
im- 

'h/d fce had roiJfec^ fpirirOT^nterprixe 

J X he feleiaed 190 of whofe ftrength, 

/ attachment to hi^eri^^ he entertained the bell N«v. 2^ 

Icpn, 1000 IndkHff^M,%njffietee dogs, with all which 

r ! Wf 


tained by the Batchelor^ and to anff 
before the miniftrv^^ Balboa not d^d 
ligenre, 4 s«iJij«< 3 tocJd he fuperfe^ed 
fi r ft jSjigfV,? 3 SSv;^d to go in pur(j 

S '^****TOTed ^the young ca\iqu^ and W 
Sea, h'^ing that Ifc m^ht Mve the 
prefliori^l^his conduff, if K^Oiild fucccj 
fo eflerftSl a piece of wvicc^iRo carrii 
cxecu^n, he began w^ aRimatin]^ his 
thcip?mf)ition by jJ>Aprpfpcft of 



Jlfe^tobatked brigant 

S oe«» and failed to i 
‘bich he ibortened 
eeaded by land H> the d<^iiriionj 


. j 

j 'reatntiOiWaff^K 
caeiqueCara^ ^ 
^iderli%. H^henprb* 
the cdw\(\\it r^nc^^ wh^ 


hid.himfelf in the mountaii^> oh the news that the 
were approaching. Nunszi^^l fomc Indl(jnL0l^mgitig tb^ 
his idly Cantrip to afjiire Pcfijia of his friendmip, which had 
the effedi, and drew out of his retreat, with a 

prcfcnt for the commander o\ no pefos^^^ g^Spi^ 

which wasidliY was of ihe 

reqy^nce to enemies beiiind, Wtantetd 

him civilly, and difmiflVd him with prcfcnt^" 
ani beads, jAiJpn w’hlch ih&hidlan placed a ^%han^ 

air the y€afures of Peru and Jllex:co. P^ 


Spamai^i^ free Railage, loading them 


Country popL\»,j 
valuable \:itia 
rn of undefftandio] 


th4m with hditvis to carry 
J™ s^* the territories of ihf 

This caSi^ s*' fi ‘ 
^ tile ap^jjbach of the Spmiicirdsy he bad coiledte^J 4 fmall 
/fi^rmy to oppole them ; but the found an 1 fire of the muf* 
quetry fo terrified the Indians^ that they feampered about the 
^iils, iully peifuadcd, that as the v/hitc tiicn could 
ii;^;i4id both thunder and Ughtiiing, they muft be fometbing 
fupW::.%jral. The a^lion WuS but of fliort duration, 
though ifee carnage was coiTidcrable^ the dojs /naking ter- 
rible havock among ihe fugitive Indians, Here the cazique 
gvas killed, his ^u'oth/r taken priibner, rich booty obtained 
in plates of gold,*' anJL a dread lul idea of the Spaniards im- 
preffed on the minds Soft ^be_J pUnd jir:v;os, wbii hitherto 
knew nothing of themyfxccpt by diliant report. ^ Leaving 



coft the S/»flr-f?r4^%c-and-twc&Vy days, 
roughnefs ^y^i^^b^ntry,,*the ij arcky 


weakne 
cd the 
lea, thaYi^e 
prophefic 

forefeenSS?^Ke ha^ 


ouni* tsrf lire-"' 
of provIfKm, and iHt 
^^ue of thj foIjSicrs. • At length^<;|^y reach- 


ip j zni^Nunczjr^i^^ioon^ 
fellf‘Jpwn upon hft 
thank^^ 
coiifequ^<fcs ri 



had 




South fca difcovcry. HaV^v« finiChea tki& adi of T^^tni^c 
fr/ feen* turned towards the ?efe,*and bid his npypp behold^^Jj^ 
end of all their toils, rd^at])^. bis ^pr^tfei^ of inrf 





u^tiori, 



'jrUlTeiillnd He then dim v§ sl 

g ‘ the ill the 

co^$ by which ic was he^itied 
4d the crown of CajfiU i the 


mpfyaf 

^ tinb) 

^ich to that feejf? oi 
^eftificate of his taking *]& 
yi* 3|th it contained, ana t! 

W^tholic mafcL ^ 

to confirm whicn heTLt down trees, eteSed cri)ires, 

^ heaps of ftoncs, and cul^ihe king’s name on the bark 
wcic different kinds, to the great aftOnifetnent 

\ who could neither conce^e^ th^caufe of joy 

^n*t nor the meaning fcf.all \oe^cercmi|tik$. 

CT hewfegan todefeendthe mountain', ftUl advicing 
yds the^ean, and proceeded with great cautfol 
the fromikra of a potent castique callcoY^^irtrj&^r, |wh6 
Marched out to^ieet him at the hea4oi^a formidable army* 
VJhcn the cazlu^ue came within a proper diffLfrc<.> the 
Spaniards fired a \jley fmall arms, the Which 

drfadtsrl a noife, that'tlfre affiighted Indians ^fertin^ tnSli 
chief, fled to the mountains for fhelter, againrt 'thofe dread|u^ ( 
enemiei!, who they imagined had power over the elemcnti>^j ] 
and could produce (lorms, lightning and thunder, at plea- 
furc. As to tlic cazique, he fought fefuge in his 
and Nunez fi nt fome prifoners he had taken, to afrur|j^jjC*tnat 
nothing more than provifions, and a free paffagq^nrough hW 
dominions, was wanted 5 upon which he tt^ought it bet' 
hands of tlw Spaniards^ and rely 



ter 

on 


to put himftlf intvi the hands 
"th'dir generofity, than run the hazar^^ of renevCing ttofe 
bclchcs^of fire*-Hy fmokje. AcccMinely he came with A 
prelen^y in gol(^ amounting to yr^o pieces of eight, apolo- 
j^ipj'nv* for jth^nmailners of thfrOf/fring, becaiife, faid he, 
wV I.Mians Cjt no valwe uponftK drofs, and take no pains 
in collcdting it/’ Chiapes ^^jigra cioufly received, and 
his prefents werjj* retuincd bj? ^ ■ 

an^eqjtyyaleij^^ prefent of beads^ 
and havvkT/:beI]s^,f-ntigjftTier with fomS 
whifh, in/'!:utlmg dowi>jtrces, the Sj 
^Nuhsz^ Ajfd his peopje, vlcrc^fo well 
zique’sg^ctropolis, 5 hat ^ fait for t 
Avhojf/lje left behind jSn b 

he detached Francis Ifizarro coaft and adjacent 

cqfcnOy. John Ek fay^and Ahnfi ^nt by dif- 

^ the fame biUink^/calf^Jjf^g attended 
ilL armed ; agdiiMarriM was fo fortunate 

upOn the fhorteff roa^,-^to the fea, where he no 
arrived he 111 to a canoe which he found 

Ion the flior^, aiKt>*l:;Wdi flii8 companions to bear 
f / f y that 


VlCCt* t::L more than 
dng-glaff^^ciffars. 
^^hets, tie ufe ::k 
{hewed him. 
led in this ca- 
^smd wearied 
e fheir arrival 




to attend him to thf 



ri 


of AAericd 

tiiit he was ' tl^lti^European whb^ejed the 5&utii 
0|i the return of ready to quit 

till territories of Qbiap^i^hc > t • 

next province^ together ‘ 
loaded with provifion z 
When he reached the fca, 
the catholic king, with aH |lj.j ufual formalities, 
public declaration that fie would defend the rif 
crown of Cq^ile a^^ainft all oppofers. Then he 
nine onoes e with on Jie coaft ; he 
river^'fo the dom^nrons of a chid named C<?f£/r^7^who 
ing fti oppofe him drew out l^is tro''ps, and wfd going Reit- 
lackl me Spqrthitdsy when a fingle d«{charge o^xhe mufqui^^ 
fillca his qmole armp wj.th terror and difmay#which was fuoi 
cccd^ bv ^ general rout, and foon after b^Aibmiffion, ana 
a pr^ieiyjS. ?m the cazique of 650 pieces ^ight in gold. 

PjJAfjf^.Balboa had 

wAlth vhiich he expcficaS "iiM among the nations 
])ordering ort the coaft, fell greatly fhort of expeflation. It 
v"as therefore highly neceffary to fupport his credit with the 
Spaniards under his command, by making further attempts, 
^ezordingly he embarked much againft the inclination of the 
cz^i^^^^ChiapeSy in canoes, with intention of croffing a bay 
thatiun^i.^r into the land, and fearching the iurioundiiig 
country for the precious metal. This enterprize had almoft 
proved fatal ; for a ftort^ came on, the canoes were in the 
utnoft danger of* beng overfet j and they at laft made a de% 
j^rt ifland, in the giiddle.of the bay, ofitn ^Oruggllig with 
great dangers and d ifficu! tiyjf " liTine night aj flood c^yne on, 
that not only ftaved th^; canoes, but covered the \wbple 
th?. Spaniards rem^n*^g for^feveral hours -wp 
waift in the fe 
up. Provifi^. 


Zr 

the fat^g'V of ftandf 
':vjth farrnne had 


fea, expe^y?^ every minute to be fwallowcd 
their were exhaufted with 

ftandijT^-ir^Jong, and'' atl m!.i!^^^haveJpe^ri^llcd 
had * calm- enfued; ^ii,/hc TfiTtanSj with 
great addrefs, CT^u^'d fomc of canoes^ - w^ich wafted 
them to the ^ i.^phief ^^hofej^namc was Turnip* 


With. 


much perliiskwi^js chief ^yas ^^revaijed on to regard the 
Spaniards h friend|^/^^nd Aen^ with provifion.^Ni^t laft 

he vifited Nunez in c^rforv^.uh 614 kicces of eight In jp^ld, 
and 240 Iprg^jgearJ^Jg^'j^hqfJmablc valWi,» had not ihoir \t.o- 
lour been » fic^ I by w’hich w ^tJigj jhe 

always feparated the ffroSs^j until they h^(j been 
Spaniards. Ohksv'xn^ in Spaniards fet a greSi^ / 
upon the pearls, and plcafed^ilh, the rcjwxjjs they mado ' 
lopking-glalTes, beads, and ; 'dirpa|ched fomc| 



hii peo^ to filh for 
of Dutiful peark^;' 
the ca^ue gavCto 
Siland, at the diftance 
tiw .LMi^^nd abundancL 
information’ jiras fufficieft ti 
of the $pflMurd) who began 


of Auiw^c#*'’* 

e; who retu (rith 96 tteneea 
' ndamag^-'^ , tfie fire ; all white 
'unezi' telli^ him^hat there Wat an 
10 rngfe than fm league*, where 
^ Trls of immenfe fize> This 
oufe the avarice and curiofity 
ediattJy to prepare for the 


vexp^tion, but was prevailed the cazique Chiefs to 
t wefeL the fummer, wiien he might Iprofs the fea with 
)te&.Awg^and filh with loore fucoefs. ^^^^flad laid afide 
•‘'■■'•ftion t^penetrating further, until thf^ feafon wtame 
favourl^Ie, he thought of returning to i>arrV»,|and 
Eing the nN^lTary preparations for a frefh attempt, 

Ig received ii^rmation that the coai|^ extended witoouC 
bounds to the fc^thward, meaning Ptru ;'^^at thm was a 

* prodigious quan^ of gold j and that the aativc^^d cer> 

difcribed, to ci.^^hcns. 
1 hefe were no otnci* Peruvian (heejir wniih 

Spaniards took to be camels or deer, from the figures of thedy 
made with earth by the Indians of Tumaco ; and this we may^ 
regard as the fecond intimation of Peru given to the Spaniards^ , 
who were not yet fuiRciently acquainted with the fituatbjij 

* of the country 9 with refpeft cither to latitude or longi^de7l 
or the fxtenfion of the land, to annex other ideas t; luole im- 
perfed hints and obfeure deferiptions, Ingei^eral Nunez 
Collected information fuificient to^tfe the moft fanguine 
fxpe^atlons of the immenle wealm tha^>'muft accrue fr^vn 
tlie fummer exjpedjtion he meditated. It was agreed on all 
hands, |:hat ffiepnazions both \lP the fouth and north of the 
ifthmus overflowed with gold, n^on which the inhabitants 

ui AiO valu^ fo that it was ^efs likely to become an 
objed of cdikchtion. Ftowev^V i^e jcaloufy which the /n- 
drans in general expse flecjj vith ---^^grs> and the 

difficulty with jjliich# they 

Spl>«/d^mrt:*V^Sr!hek''-£ountry^ of the neceiV 

fity of making.dr tffTjjf-cparations hc^pll 


[ilcSvto penetrsate, by 
hi^ defi^ns. 

Darien^ 
s depar- 

aifj leaving iind^I his prc«i,^^on aj^the fick^ihat could 
n^^r^vel, until they fhould be fyn'^^Y^covered^ He now 


hVd 


different his rctumjfl than what 

bLu!' 'iu him to jJIfic fouth, in orlj^to examine the coun- 

. ..J A f r.u . .A 


accurately 


jtd^trfe W’idely among the /z/dian ijritions, 
territories of a prince cillcJ Tcaochan^ 


«nd toexten^. ^bc fame of Spuv.iaj di 
* He Toon reaclud ilu 


1 


V/liO 





tf 

d^^-SSB^rofilty of 
{>0kQf tbc wluJ^ttendcd 

wnh theWcateft 



mmd$ from t(ie ^ 
out of his 
l^fpr^peft aod 


tjoa, Jjringing witft him r^refent of/a thbufand pifcc^<i^ 
eight in gold^ cprioufly ivroi^ht/ ind tw{o hundred 
fuT pcaris, though fomewhat ^"<Slol^red by f5re-#<hc deiire^ 
the Chiapefe Indians mjpht be paurncd, and he >vowid fup^ly 
the Spaniards with a fuffiokJh^n umber of his people to c^rry 
their baggage andt^piovifion, which he liberally 6|lOdt^dY 
In a word, af'^?r^f7refljipg themf^Ives for ihrcj d»s |yh^ 
dominions of tJM^azicfuc, Nur{ez and his compa^ns ^ ^aa ^ 
theieTmarch over fteep and barren moun?ains,/n afcef^*''* 
they encountered uiarfifold difficulties. /At laff, 
reac^fd the dominions of a great lord, naix^ Pomra^ w 
was no friend tprth^ obliging Teaochan\ fo/ the fubje£fs of 
this latt^ Hlferc perpetually foliciting N^ez to inalc<f ^*ar 
upon jraS&:^and lay wafte his city. |^)o n ente rmp the 

g ^tif^ey foupd it ' the “IflllfebitanfST" 

» the Spaniards ohizxntd a booty in gold, amouifting to 
houfand pieces of eight, Nunez fent out feveral In* 
Idians to fearch for Pancra in the woods, to afTurc him thyt he 
mi^ht return with fafety to his town ; but if he refufed, that 
t^^^aniards would hunt him with their dogs, and exter- 
mirafe r'^ whole nation : menaces which produced their 


cffc£l ; Tor 'Poncra, terrified with the thoughts of being ex* 
pofed to the dogs, w'aitc^'on Nunez with a prefent of gold 
tojhe vaj^ue ot th^a^e tnoufand pieces of eight. It is ^ot 
much to tl e honour'of the Spanijh commajidcr that J>e vi^- 
J^ted his fnith on thisS occal^n, and ^ be 

torn in pieces by the dogs, under pretence thal|: he forced 
to comply with the impostunry of all the neFi^bouring^^fu- 
ziques, who demanded hy as a teflimoivf if his friend- 
fhip for them AWz was to this mca- 

furc by thy^BSnate who refufed to 

\ 2 jve hii^any informj^p^^ concern ingjj:e %hc 

found his gold 
it VTi 

whom he h 


I. /U 

Hek& it vru Nunez p^sis^foined by the ^painidi^ds^ 




• i 


^tunWer th^)rotj[£i.oW of C/napeA When 
they foundStpcmrellJes tolmfiJy.jl^overM, they be|ivn their 
march throjjgh thaXlominj|St«S 'of th\ cazique Bone^moy 
who received them tbc (frongeft fri^- 

eut^itain^45^j|^'\vfith the b^ft ijjings his co1[ir\Ay^ 
i:ffbrded, loif<5^i*!(^"theS».^itlf provifion^^alc'fhg^hyi.a^prTt^ 
fent of 2000 pieces of ei^l in gold, anct cfcortingtl^m iA 
perfon, udth a large retini?&,^o Pqn:ra\ where* tak:ing"SN^:,l/ 
nez by the hand, he harajjgucd him in the follow ing wordf 



^9 ‘ 


b«a<l Ititu) an 

being la you well as they ac rived im 

my territories^ makes thunder and iightuingl 

♦‘- todbeftows on us thb fruits o^ chc cartfi^ prcferve ai^ 
jfjjpgggjwu and them.” When jw fpoke, he fixed bis eyes 
upontii^i'uu, whence the S^J^niardi concluded^ that he 
^^orfbipped that luminary as t^e fountain of all temporal 
bleffings. It was from Bomnia^Z'^xt Nunez bad the befl 

i in^elliff ^^of the ftate of Peru^ which he could hitherto 
oiKainJ’ AiH;jigh the want of good interprefejs jfesdtxtd -his 
in)brnr non Iv U imperfedi anjS defeftive. * AllJy ackno wlDig^ 

• " *^^civiIitiU of this friendly cazique, by^ihe prefentTO 
rinkcts, a!\cl other tcftimonii^s of regard, the Spamar^tt^ 
quiSKd Pencruj Ifter having refreflicd themfelvcs in tFit 
town for the fpace Vf a month* afeending drea^^ul mountailis^ 
^nd t;avelling from one hill to another, withou£‘¥>^^ or 
veftige of human fqf\ and j^uided only by their cyJiMtiifi and 

were i n differ efifr WJich* 
they were almofi fpent with fatigue, they reached a town be- 
longing to the cazique Buchebuai, which they found abandon- 
ed by the inhabitants. Imjians were fent in queft of the 
cazique,* who was taken, concealing himfelf in the thick-^ 
ell woods, out of lhame and concern that he had no prov*. 
fions, or any other means of demonftiating his efieem 5 
Spaniards I defiring, however, that th!Vy would accept of ccr^* 
tain pieces of gold, in token of his regard ^and friendfhip : pro- 
vifions would at this time have been more weUome thaji gold 
to'i'uZ'iipiniards ; but the extreme poverty of'the fuirounding* 
country ^y^nvipcing ?hcm of Bucbeijca's iinccrity, they pro- 
* ceeded& their march, pining unuei the united prcffuicofhun- 
^ ger and fatigue, they were attended With no beads of bur- 
jcherv, all the ftoikjj which the In£:^^s t arried on their (boul- 
ders, was confunW^Jin three days, Jhe- wer-^hus Wt dc^ 
ftitute in a country 

In this,fitMJ’tion,.J'^sfci was addrefleu bv^Okff dors anfSre- 



confiftcd of thirty pieces of^oLp, which V^*?bcd? above 
^.4,000 pWees of eight ; ’?ut tli^p mre nortuflicienf ta en- 
gage the Spaniards in an unfieccffai'^;*ijjiaf •'5 in their prefent 
unhagir)y "tircumftances, though tbiy wj^dgecr them 
j, 3 kh V\viJity, and fent in riturn fomc^pitfee/ of ro( 5 .:^g-glafs, 
glafs-^bcads, k;nd hatchrfs, to the Cijzaq^c, dire6ling their 
Pacoro/df the cazique of which country fled at their 
appi'^'^h, hut returned on thecivil meflagefent him by iVi/- 
neZi naadc that commander a prefer.; in gold to the value 

of 



dFfiftnm h4ndlas>i^eces of dghi^The 

K th in the domimons of this pd^i^^d'then fet fofwind' 
he territorip of Tubanama^ ^lo^Tmlferh dieadcd for hH 
power and valoi^. In theif prcfentfituation it wasnot thought 
advifable to enter upon ripen war with this cawgije- n/jt-* 
withftanding Nun^z was aUu^d, that he would dMlru£l the 
pafTage of the Spaniards \ therefore, was badj|#^ 

ibatagem, and a rdolutiou'purfued of attacking T iiban(0iaoy 
furprifc, in which they fucceeded ; the caziquCjJ^whj»Jc 
family, alfd^ei{rh^ty of ijts women, being made A9 

th>f prince h^^govtrned with *great feverityJffnd oRreflted 
bis neighbbuis, the report of his captivitjT was nd^oncK^ 
<4]fxead, than the people fibeked from the jQjacent to^s 

light re: 


plain of hi^ conduct, and folicit 
ign puniGm^enh The cazique deni 
^lledged were founded upon 
y, threw himfelf at^the 



IS t<y' 

be might ^fFcr 
the accufations,' 
and malic?;* h?; 

^ of the Spamjh com- 

land^,'* and promifed 
Perceiving that Nunez entertained no refentmentf and that 
he intended fetting him at liberty, he prefented him with 
gold bracelets and female ornaments, to the value of three 
^thoufand pieces of eight ; and next day a prefent came from ' 
^^e lords his valTals, to the amount of fix thoufand pieces ef 
eigi4»’«» but 7uhanama obftinately refufed to acquaint the 
Spaniards whence he d^ewlhc gold, fearing they would never 
quit his dominions fi|6uld he divulge this important fecret. 
p Yet, in ddpite^of the cazique’s filence, Nunez found, upon 
fearching, that file country yielded gold, and iherirfS/iT re- 
folved to eftablifli a colony in Pacorofah domijaio^ and Tu* 
lanama^s ; not only for working the mines, but con- 

venience of carrying on astrade over the ifthmus, betwceiij 
the South and North The only piinfcmcrtt inflr£ted 
on the y bi»ji/Dftinacv^ Carrying away his 

Wome^y^ndion was thbugllt he freely parted with 

tiim as a ar^i'^ns of th4 

^ing, J^unez clUfi^cdTubanama to collc£^ 


to. 


theTattcr^ 

Spaniards^ 
as much g\ 
for which, 

prote£^bn: thb caziquevpraChired^cveiy thing, but never 
thought of thd0flterfoiigf;?eof hi^ engagements* 

Just as JVi/cyJs^^^uitted^he territories of TtHfananurf* 
he a fcW, in eonfcquence of th€ dlU^enc^ 

and ad'flWijnje cx«rfed' through whole courfc of l|3is fa^f 
tiguing expedition? hat he would 'not fufFer his own|lInclv 
to prove any obfirudiion to the publick affairs. 
purfued their march, while i^unez was carried in a hind of 
( |liwcr, 


could^ anrirfend it to Darien ; m r^tur 
Ini^ht alleys lepcitd oh hris friendfhip ^d 
^ ““?;iqu^pnjmired*cveiy thing, but 
irmg ;?eof hi\ er 
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ilfjtcry of kmixxc^l 

Jitter^ on the flioulder 3 ^^ tjic Indians^ r/ wnlch fituation he 
arrived in the the cazique Cma^e^ his 

who was now dead,, ai/d the chief power veiled in his fon, 
the young prince who had given* the firft information con- 
cerning whe South Sea^ and the riches of Peru* The Spaniards 
i^ere joyfully welcomed by the young chief, who made 
a prefent in gold exceeding two thoufand pieces of 
‘j return for which, the Spaniard gave him a linen 
other trifles, which he deemed, of I'neftimable 
pAfte^refrelhing hinffelf in Ceni^gre^- 'aiicl recovering 
ith, N^ez fet out for Da7‘ieny where'he arrived on 
\ of Jahuary\ having recr^ived intelligence upon 
that two (loops, loaded with prot^ons, were lajftjr 
arrived from which infufed^grrakTpirits intc/the 
^hol^ ♦u:^ at:..- 

peditior. 
ed 

of his own people, the relpc£l of the Indians^ forming al-* 
liances with all the nations through which he palled, mark- 
ing every circiimftancc that could facilitate further difeove- 
ries, and promote the dellgrt he formed of repeating the ex- 
pedition, and cftablilhing a commerce between the SoutJ? 
and North fcas ; and rctmrr.ng with immenfe wealth, ^^ydfn- 
oiit any diminution in the number \f his companions, and 
with grc.it increafe of glory and repuS^ion. He'now divided 
the fpoils, rellrving a fifth for the eVown, with fo much 
juftlcc and impartiality, that all were fatkiried, Nunes! 
equally admired by^ the companions of his toil, and the • 
Spaniard^ vi/Ho remained at Dmieh for the defence of the 
colony. 

^lAiMFDiATtLY 311 account of tlic fuccefs of the expedi- 
tion, with the king’s fifth of ihe rt;^hi:s brought back, was 
difpalched to court, wiuch v^^-uld 

all the bad imprefii^jj^G^ hiS conducfTltr^^ilby the fuggdyons 
of hi^cneimes. 7hej^?5fl did ‘not, coirefpond 

jLvith hij rcafonablt'hopes ; fcr the news \onqr arrived 
of the difeaveryjof the Sriiih Sec^ Jlian his Majefty 
appointed Peter Arias d'J^'iia to fuccecd Nu,^ez^Baih(M in the 
government of Darien^ aPoiyinghim twel^ hundicJ men 
reinforce the colony, and pulli uo.^i^difcovcry ; a number 
which vfjw increaled to fifteen bodied foldiers. *vtrnor cf 

A bilftop, and fevcral cl«gy, were ,alfo ror religious Darien, 

government of the new Jsiony, by tVts^eet, which entered 
the * V Vraki towards the clofe or the month ofjuly^ 
pro.'^ieding from thence to tlte fettlement at Darien^ where 
Aiias'^TiOil the bifliop were received hyiNunez with all polfi- 
Mjn,HisT, Voh.XXXVllL / li ble 
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ble refpe^t. '^Balioa^s intentbn to give aW the alS4^ 

afccc in his power to the new not to obftrud 

the publick fervia^ out of private refentmenr; but the colJnefa 
with which ytri^s met his civility, and the bitter profecutioft 
he commenced ^ainft the old governor, foon broke all his 
lefolutions, and tendered the two commanders implacable 
enemies. To increafe the mis-fortones of the fcttlcmfi "" 
licknefs broke out among the troops lately arrived frorig 
and provifion beginning to fail, ic was found nect 
fend back grlar numbers by the return of the ile^ _ 
this all ; the nnjfcpnduii of yfrias, and of the j^rfons 
^^l^yed, raifed iucha cloud ;pf enemies, as threatened 

tiV deftrudiion orthe colony. Ont Ayota had be_..^ 

wia. a party ofV.^ men to eredl fettlemeni^in different parts 
of tn? the South Sta^ an/ colled! as much 

'gold j^^^^mftances would admit, was mindfufbnly' 

^•the lad^^rt of his inftrudlipns.^ He^Sil^-upon iht Indians 
^without diftindiion, robbed, {SHagTc]^ maflicred, and perfi- 
/ diouily violated all the alliances formed by NuneZy returning 
indeed with fome booty purchafed at the expence of national 
honour, and the fricndfhip of the caziques, fo efle/iiial to 
^ welfare of the fettlement, and the fuccefs of the defigns 
^ loThu^ by the Spantjh miniftry. Several other cxcurfions to 
the fame purpofe were tjade, all of them tending to weaken 
the fettlenier.t, and irjjftate the natives, for the fake of aiv 
tortu* inconliderable (tjuantil^ of the precious metal. In fomc of 
^efe e^peditions'yiall the Spaniards perifhed, and the p;^ticu- 
lars of the misfortune were afterwardskcolJedted^from the 
Indians, Ayora had eredted a kind of little fort in tk^e cazique 
Tubanamd^s dominions, in which he left a garriforf, under 
the condud! of Menezes, The Indians kept this handful pf ' 


#1 

} 


note expe^ 
ditiom, f 


jfe»T,*^d*emplQy the foWlers in fomc more 
fnTTe'do de was accordirigly order- 

pjake difcovctico'^sTar as he Could Co the 
e South Sea, to take along wkh hint , 
- Tsihanatnu iy On his arriygj/ 


men perpetually (hut lyj, and A^las fouffd it neccff.iry to 
withdraw #1 _ 

profkitble expedit 
ed with a partv'*i 
weftward alq/g 

the little garrifoL . , 

he fouled theliile garrifon clofely blocked up, and reduced 
to extreme necei^ty ; but the fight of his troops obliged the 
Indians to retire'; upo^Vhich ^the fort was defcrtedy the 
Spaniards marchyA^i^a^Body to t^ countries' poflef^d by the 
caziques^(j^tf^ witn^hom Guzman coi^radl- 

cd an alliance. mentioa^d chief, in particular^ 

treated the Spaniarof^wki the utmoif hofpit^iity ; but while 
they were entertaining themfelvcs in the moft friendly iyan« 
ncr, an Indian boy ent^ered, and informed Guzntan^ that the 
I ^owa 
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fewn itid dominions in w^ch he wais featAiitg- were y&Z/'rigiit; 
i>f which he was the villainy of his hoft,, whoi 

had been appointee guardian to him by his father. He be-l 
fought his affiftance againft the ufurper, and promrfed hint 
abundance of gold,' if he would reftorc him to his dominions- 
This promife was fufEcknt (o induce Guzman to break all 
loit facred ties of fticndfhip, hoipitatity, and folemn 
treart^ Immediately he ordered his horf to be hanged upon 
the neu^ tree, delivered up feven of the principal ptrlon^ 
of the|K)urf^io be tortured %id put i.6 de^tlf by the boy’s 
ffiendM witho\t ever inquiring into the*truch of the allega^ 
tionsITand tbd\i received liXthoufand pieces or eij^ht in gold* 
as tlw reward of his treacherous ci^uclty. J^ith this booty 
proceeded to the place wht re nowi^ftands, at,mt 
time the reiidence of a few fifhermcn,®wffci.*' 4 J^. it too^he 
Panama^ which in the Indian hnguage a 

place where fifh is caj^ed. % From this place he djf’patchcd 
Albitez^ with ^eighty men, towards the province of Cha^re'^ 
eighteen league. s tfilfant from Panama, Alhitez arrived at 
the capital, while the^ inhabitants were WTapped in perfcil 
fccuiity, and fall afleep ;• but he had too much j^enerofity to 
feize the oppurtunity of enriching himfclf by an act of unpro-* 
foked inhumanity ; he forbore all violence, waited with pa"? 
tience until morn, and by this nob^ action fo charmca the 
Cazique, that he prefented him wrth\welve thopfana pieces 
of eight in pure gold. So large a fuy«»ferved only to roufe 
the avarice of Upon feeing ihc ix^ney, afked* 

whether the caziqi^ could not fpare more, and fill him a* 

Wge bag,* that he prefented, with .the precious metal ? To' 
which the ca'Zique replied with altonifhmciir, ‘‘ Fhat he 
might fi’l his bag with ftones out of the brook, for he 
^‘^neiiher \ud a*y more, 'nor could make gold,” With 
this anlwer Alhitez departed ; but thouglj^h'* ’"as difappoint- 
ed, he would not fuffer violcncjTtciib^ offered to the rn- 
habitarus, -Soon aUcr^ke joined ^uzman^ iijind both marched 
ko Tubanama^ where tifie whole country arin^ to op- 

thifm. 1 he 5^ miards \ptt under Che ^^cefRty of fight- 
mg their way throu^ cibuds gf poifonet aiTOWC ; ^cy be- 
haved with admirable lAtrcpidity, but fuftcintd fuen Ioffes; 

♦ that, befoie they reached Darien^ they were reduced to otri- 
fhird the number with which they (cw and the femii^ilnder 
were dead with tatigte and hUn^r4\^ * 

Another party fent^ynder the Coifuiia of Fraheisde Fa-- 
1^0 pioved ftiil more unfortunate. •'H^iis officer iiad becii’ 
fent agairtft i\\t^ndicns of Urajba^ who were continually mo- 
iefting the lettlement at Damn. B|{ng now within three 
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leagues 
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leagues of the princrpal Indian he fell upon the enemy, 
bnd no fooner obtained a vi£lorj^ than .^js men feparated in 
ijueft of gold, t|:iereby leaving the Indians an opportunity of 
reaftcmbling. Nor was the occaiion loft j the Indians united, 
and poured in their poifoned arrows with fuch fury, that 
veral Spaniards were killed on the fpot, and many niore« 
wounded, all of whym died raving with the moft excrucia|il(g 
torture. Ih a word, the Spaniards were forced to on 

floats of timber’ and bundles of reeds, fuftained l^ftdible j 
hardftiips, a'ncf'all pcii&ed, ex^tept a few who provil^tially 1 
found their waj to • y ^ 

The unfortunate ifluc of thefc two expeditions coi^J not 
^d?l^lige Arias to altvi* nieafures, the folly of which was demon- 
llri ted by fatal pi^erience. On thV contiar Vj he hoped by per- 
fev^. angej^jHpe ofFall former difraces ; nnd for this purpofe 
deta^(j^3!!^<2«fij Bezerra with one bundled and eighfv men, 
well arni^d, to penetrate into thfi prov^ce of Zentr, Bezerra 
> landed on the coaft of Viabn^ his iiiftructions being to put 
* all to the fword whom he met in that province. Here he 
underwent numberlefs hardlhips, and iuftained great lofles 
from the flights of poifolied nirows which the Indians ftot 
^ .^frorn thickets and bufhes. When he arrived on the banks 
of the river Zener, the iniuhhanti* appeared difpofed to cul- 
tivate peace, which encMuaged Bezara to begin his paffitge 
over the rive** in canoo^-, but no fooner had the Indians ob- 
ferved that half the pVty was landed on the other fide, than 
«:hey reftied out o/ the thickets on both fidcs, fell upon the 
Spaniards wdth the utmoft fury, and flau^htert d them, with- 
out fuffering a fingle man' to efcape to can y the iws of the 
misfortune to Darien, The circumftanres of this affair were 
afterwards related by an Indian hoy, in the fervxc of Bizerrq^ 
who bid himfelf in the woods, and tiavd’-ed by night thro* 
byc-paths, until h^arrived at half-iamifijed. 

this while ^zTrir^-roptinued unemj>!oved at the fcttle- 
ment, to the gn^af prejudice of thc-phar.nf lervicr, and liiflike 


of tht Spanta^Js,l^^o knew the activity of his dirporition,,tf/ 
the generofity oflus mind, and^^nc piudence witii which hg 
condu3<}d all thcjeriwcrprizes in which [Ve was engaged. *lt 
was even expefted that he would be recalled, in confequence 
of the bitter accufation frnt by Arias to court ; and inftead 
of bein^ rewarded difco*^eries and emincnt;/ervices, 

have afimilar teflffeony with the great Columbus of the grali- 
Balboa tude of the adminiu^tion, by ftandAig trial like a criminal. 
made lieu- agreeable was tii* Sifappoir/tment tohimjelf and friends, 
teaani of when they found, upon the arrival of the firft fhip from 
the South ^ain^ that he was in^ ituted AdeUntado, or lieutenant of the 
Sea. V South 
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SmthSea^ and that Arias y/as ftriiftly chiarged to alRft and 
fupport Nunez in his office. The truth is, the court was 
^Jirpofed to lillen ^ the calumnies of Arias^ had they noi 
been refuted by the undeniable teftimony of other colonifls, 
who were eye-wirnefles of the many gallant aSions perform- 
^ed by Nunez Balboa^ and whom they recommended in all 
letters, as the only peifon capable of raifing the fettle- 
mennto the moft flouiiHiing condition. ^ Arias was imaged 
at this Wnour conferred upon the man whom he confidered 
J as his Mplacable enemy, and^inftead pf paying any regard to 
his inductions, ufed every pojiible m'eanj^ to thwart the 
fchemeS, blaft the reputatijon, and endanger ^he life of the 
Adelentado. Inftead of leaving th# care of farther difeoverk^Er^ 
to NuneZi he font Gajpar m Meuitcs with f^ty mirn towa^ 
the South Sea^ apparently w-'ith no othtr Tnkption th^ to 
/iuwdfrthQ Indians^ and mcenfe them fo much agairtt the 
Spmiiards^ that all the^^/a^/A endeavours to reunjite tnem, 
and form alli^fnces, (houid be fruitlcfs, and confequently his 
utmoft diligence to eftablifti colonies, and make conquefts * 
acrofs the ifthmus, exerted to no purpofe ; for it was im- 
poflible to aflign any other motives tor a conduct to the lafl: 
degree abfurd and imprudent, l^ut Nunez had no remedy^ 
die power of the governor was uncontroulable, and he was 
forced to vent his grief in letters lot^he court, charging Arias 
with the moft fatal errors, and havirr^ made all the India?. 
princes the inveterate enemies of Spaitt^ by plundering and 
niaffacring the caziques with whom he 4ad formjd alli-^ 
ances and ftrift friei^dlhips before the arrival of the new go- 
vernor. • • • 

The misfortunes of Falyo, Guzman^ and Bezerra^ ferved Unforiu- 
only to aggravate AriaSj and render him defperate ; while note ex- 
all thole under hisigovernm&nt expected every moment to hepedition of 
deftroyed by the Indians, The panic wf s fo great at Da^ Badajoz. 
rierij that bulhes and thiclj:ets had ifccjne jtly been miftaken 
/or h^ftilc armies iIi’»4’oi^ndery^ was no^r fcut up, \hich 
fcaver happened but on occafions of the U'^cft^’piminent dan- • 
mer, arid it was thought nc^flary to impl'^ the prote^ion 
mlieaven by publi?\jrayers and faftings.1 alone, was 

undejciEled. He detached Badajoz in a fliip, wiifi one hundred 
and thirty meh, to Nombxe de Diosy with orders tocrofs the 
ifihmus to .he South Sea, r^iice the ^puntry to obedience, 
and nfake war upon all the princes who Jiliould refilfe obe- 
dience to the court of Spqin^ as if thefcf lony at Darien had 
been in the moil ilouriihing fituatidhy and able to fupport 
the lofs of fo m*any perfons,, in cafe he Ihould happen to 
prove unfortunate. On their arrival at the fort built by 
E 3 * NkueJptj^ 
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'fftcuejfa^ the foldiers^ tcrrined witJvjthc horrid fpeftade of Ao 
tones of their countrymen ftar^d to death, raifed erlang 
^difficulties about advancing ; but Badaj^i with undaunted 
intrepidity, diTmliTed the fhip, and by cutting off all poflibi- 
}ity of retreating, reduced them to the peceffity of paying 
implicit obedience to his orders ; telling them, that the onjj 
clanger or fliame a foldier was that of not difehar^ 
duty. He then climbed up the fteep mountains oi^apira^ 
and fell, by furpri^e, upon the caziquf: Tanorragu^l wnom^ 
he took prifoner, gaining a bioo^y in gold to the amoiiji^t of fix ft 
thoufan l piei^s^of eight. •Another neighbouring ^zicjue, > 
whofe name was he^likewife attacked ; but al- 

'^"Jough he had nd -rhe good fortune to feize his pcrfnn, he ob- 
t^ied a booty p^'^ight thoufand cWclIanos. To this was add- 
ed K-e r^nfor^Tiaid by Tirwc/w^i^^fonhis liberty, which amount- 
ed tcx^ix thouiand pieces of eight? and a prefent bro’jght Hy 
^citnrdc^rabi in gold, witl) a deP^n toilnpofe on the Spaniards^ 

. and eiv^a'ic them in a war with the powerful d'a^que Natay 
whom ne reprefented as extreme wealthy, but the lovereign 
only of a few fut'jeds. The caz'cjue’s ftratagem fucceeded, 
and rhe va!i i1-nv of profpentv which had hitherto .attended 
''^Badujoz^ converted into an inefifhblc tide of 

piislortune. He was fo fortunate, indeed, as to enter the 
town of this caziqne i/\ the night, and gain poffeflion of his 
perlbn, women, and ricafurcs ; but he found himfelf next 
pjorni flit furrouhded^y fevcral thousand InJianhy who poured 
of d^^rts and arrows, wounding a great number 
Spaniard^. Accordinir to Herra^ay tins c^Xplo't was 
performed by Ptirez de la Rua, detached at the head of a 

E 'y whn had the prefence of mind, in this extremity, to 
iten the cazique’s life, unlefs he immediately orderod^his 
fubjedts to lay down their arms, with \^hich he complied, 
and they implicitly obeyed his commands. Several of the 
adjac/*nt caziques fdhnhtted in copfiyuence of Natas mif- 
fortunc, and Badajoz ha4 'TolleiSl^d fo tHe amoififf 
thoufand caftfllY^.^s in gold ; but fuch a fpirit of refentmery 
yas now raifed^lmong all thg Ptdinns, th?t the Spaniards i^j^ 
^ely entirely 'Upbn ^bc force of arms, <nd their valour, in a 
diftant country, and furrounded upon every fide by enemies. 
They hud paflVd through the domthions of thecazique Cheruy 
and were entering of P^rizao Paribay whom the 

called^^vr/^, when a prefent in gold, amdynting 
to fifty thoufand cafellanos, was fefift by the cazique ; which, 
Jnftead of gratifying^, oftly excited the avaric^of the Spaniards. 

imagined, that the prince who could make a pre- 
fent of fo much valuA muft poffcfs vaft treafures ; he there- 
^ fore 
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^relaid a fchtmc for fcizfng his wealth, which terminated 
in his own deftrudtion. Pretending thil he would regard 
the cazique as his/riend, fell upon his town in the nighty 
and collefted in ^Id to the amount of fortj;thoufand caltcl- 
lanos ; but the -cazique made his efcape, laid a fnare for the 
Spaniard^ furrounded him, and reduced Badajuz to the ne- 

S f cutting hrs way through crouds of Indians^ with 
of feventy men flain upon thc^, field, befides great 
of wounded, few of whom euer recovered. Here 
ced the misfortunes of this littll party. In the tre- 
of flight, Badaj^ put the w6utiacd into fomc canoes 
j met with, majrhing ulong the fltoy with the reft 
of the troops ; ,but the Ide rifiQg to a •great height, the ^ 
Spaniards were furroundeV by the water? fome faved 
lives by climbing up trecy and great n^imScfs perflied.^In 
th is l^tuaiion they were stacked by the cazique Nata^^\iO 
determined to revenge hi^ate dlf^race; and his refeuiment 
mud have b^n fatalii^o th^^aniard<<y had not the^night fe- 
parated combatants, ana furnifhed Badajoz with tfie 
means of retreat, the found ra»'rying ofF the wounded upon 
their (houlders to a p-ace of fec^ity. What the Spaniards 
deemed their greateft misfortune; even in this extremity, 
^wab thejofs of all the i^old they had taken ; but a new per* 
*p)rxity now arofe. When they arrived upon the frontiers 
' of the cavique they found Ivm in arms, fupported hy 

a numerous body of forces. He drawn a Kne upon the 
ground, be\ond which he prohibited tde Spaniards from ad- 
vancing on pain of his refentment ; but h**)romifed^to fup* 
ply themp with privifion if thej^ retired, which Badajoz ^ 
thought was molt advifable ; after which he was accommo- 
dated with the bed of every thing that the country produced, 
liaving gathered (Ircngth by the provifion fent by the cazique, 
Badajoz^ with a^arty of Spaniards^ palTed over to an ifland 
at fome di dance, which was celebrated for ptoclucing large 
pearls, and, furprizing <he caziqun^ 'ffbtained fome gpnld for 
I his ranfom', and then retufred to their former quarters ; after 
Iwhich^e forced his way through the dominions of Tahr^ an 
chief, wfio^pojyd hVi, and Plre^t\f.tta^ another ca- 
zique, who had thrAcpned his deftrufliofi ; ari^iving It length 
in a wretched plight in rt^e territoues of THbana?na and Poco^ 
rofa^ w^herc he met with flig licentiate Efplnofanni his party, 
after lorviJ»: near half his r^len, and all the wealth^he had 
collected bv flaughtcr, treachery, the moft infamous 
meafurcs(C). • Thai' 

(C) It may bt proper to ob- river L^PIata was nccldentally 
ibive, that this year the great* difeov^ed* y^hn I)}o% de So/ij, 
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That the reader may not be at a lofs to know in w.lwl: 
manner the licentiate EJpimfa came into the terxitofies 
the above cazique, we muft obl^ve) that upon the intcl}<f« 
^ncc brought by the Indian boy, of Bt^rra^s misfortune, 
Peter Arias determined to revenge his people, and endeavour 
to recover thofe who might have cfcaped the fury of the /«• 
dians s but fcnfible of the famine that prevailed in the colony, 
and the horror which the Spaniards entertained all thoutt|^ 
of entering Uraba^ country fo fatal to many of theLc^lSun- 
trymen, he fell upon; a ftratagem to roufe their courAf, and 
animate them to ariother expeditiop. He pretendevto de- 
clare war againft r.he caziquG for which the colony 

readily declared, ifTiagining it woujd prodtjcc great wealth 
^.ith little danger >oand three hundred able-bodied men of- 
ferW the goveii?j.u- their fervice^.to attend him on this en- 
terp\ze. I'hcfe he put on boardj^fame veflels, and failing 
wdbv|rd to deceive his people un-il night, he then ^Idered 
the pilotsr to tJiclc about, and |(jld tfeir coujffe for Vraha. 
Before dav he ordered Hurtud^io land with 2ob men at Ca- 
ribana^ after having in a ffern manner declared, tITat no man 
fhoiild inquiie whether he' was going, but implicitly obey 
the orders of his fuperior btlicer. The town was attacked, 
^nd fet on fire, and the Indians^ who run out fcorched, and 
half burnt, fell into the hands of the Spaniards^ and werC 
put to the fvvord. Thoft however who cfcapcd affembled n; 
a body, and being joiiiiyi by a great many men from the ad- 
jacent country, haiidfcd their bows with fo much dexterity, 
ond leufiy fuchdiiowcrs of poifoned arrows, that the Spar 
nlards were forced to retreat precipitatel]^ to their ftips, car- 
rying with them fomc piifoncrs, who confirmed *the boy’s 
relation of the melancholy fate of Arias perceiving 
that his men were quite difliearteneu, flood out to fca, apd 
after a voyage of fixty leagues, landed whh all his men at 
Ada^ from whence le detaclied the licentiate Efpinofa to fall 
upon In ««ean timp employed himfelf in 

eiedling a fort 2 X Acla^ in orde^ th^‘ the nfight 

haver 

\ . . J. 

cc]€bratc(l as one the betl he tooK to, be a Tea of frefh 

navigators in the world, was ter, { u account of the vail 

ap pointed by the king to go bre;;dih of the mouth of the 

with two Ihips in fearch cf a ri er. He went on Ihore to 

commOkJious palTage to o^erve the inhabitant', frll in- 

IJlands, He iailed on 8th to an ambufeade, and was /lain j 
ofOdobey^ and foon Rio upoif which the Ihip returned 
de Janeiro^ on the coall r f Bra- to Hpain^ with&a cargo of Brck- 
JiU lleering along the (hyre un- j{7 wood. Herrer* dec. ii. l.if, 
til b‘. aviived at la Platai which 
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liccnt: 
and ci 


oppofe his progrcfs ; but 
horfeb, than they fled in^ 
•Jogsf^nd Ihockingly gc 
vantage the iceiitialp ma> 
rizL* Nc/ci^ he fei 


jiav^ a place of retrcaf, vihich he bad Icarcc iinifhed ivhc^ 
tbe bad ikte of his health obliged him *10 return to Darm^^ 
leaving captain Gabriel de^ojas, . 

About this tia^e he recaved a letter frogi the Ik^tiatl^ 
foliciting a leinforccment of men, to cnabfe him to revenge Efpmofrx 
the t:aulc of BadajoZy puriilh the Indians who had (hewn their ex^pedithn^ 
enmity to the Spaniards^ and recover the vaft treafurcs loft 
his unhappy expedition, jlrias approved of the refolu- 
tioiT^nd detached Valen^Mela with i gasmen, to fupport the 
l^e, who was ambitious to dcmcbftrate that learning 
jcation only fliamen* the edge ^valour, and unite 
condudi with courage. LWithjihis reihf(«ement he began 
his march againft the ^Uans of Ce/nagreljznd ^Pocorofa^ who 
were aflemblcd to the number ’of three thoufand men,^' 
they no foonerJ)eheld the SpJ/niJb 
panic, weri purfued by th^arge 
ted and mangled. Upon rfis ad- 

§ Cheru \ and the B^etter to 
{ in the night ; however, 

)ody of Indians^ and at- 
fit,' and infinite refolu- 
;w horfe under Efpinofa 
em take to their heef^ 
s by thofe dreadful ani- 
nd rider to be the fame 
creature. In confcquence, Naia perceiving t^at refiflance 
would be fiuitlefs, came and made hiyfubniiflion, while the 
licentiate fent Ilia lado to feize the caziq^ Efcoliaf whicb 
he performed, H^ing now fccured a retieat, he advanced 
to the territories of Parls^ who Attacked him at the head ^ 
of fi\e thoufand men, with fo much obftinacy, that the 
Spaniards mull have funk under the weight of numbers, had 
not the fight of t^ie hoifcs*and dogs fpread terror among the 
Inluuis^ and obliged them to feek refugc^in flight from thofe 
animals, whicli they bejiejd with ciiftcrnation. Adj^ancing 
I to tlfo country of thc\azi^uc where he was told the 

Lgold taken from Badijoz w^as depofitcd, he found the Indians ' 

Kn amis ; but fb'^hing lhci\ with aflTuran/^s of friendftiip, 
ne not only iecovcr\d eighty thoufand (faftcll^os, efta- 
bliflied peace with cazique j after which he went in 
purfuit of tile remaindcrN^the treafure to the province of 
the CBzi^ue Chic(:cotiay wff^re he refided during the rainy 
fcafoi^, though he was not fo fortunate as to find tlie gold, 
the chief objed of the expedition. 

DuRiNt; the whole winter the 




•an nations had been 


taking nicafurvs for revenging themfuves on the Spaniards^ 

t and 
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ind entirely extirpating this detefted race of mercenary fo- 
reigners. Juft befofc Efprno/a was preparing to begin his 
march, they afTembled to the pimber of twenty thoufand 
nien, attacked quarters, and fought wi^h more than ufual 
valour and conduct ; but the Spaniards^ who were now ac- 
cuftomed to the Indian manner of fighting, relieved each 
other fo feafonably, difeharged their fire-arms and cto(^ 
bows with fo muchji regularity, plyed their fwords fo 
Toufly, and covercetj themfelves from the arrows of dp rne- 


Tuuiiy, aiiu L-uvc/cw iiicxiiicivcs irurn me airuws ux ene- 
my, with fuch addy-fs, by their targets, that after obfti- 
nate battle the J^'aian? d€fea|cd with great flaughtcr, 
and puriued ir^tfit’ir flight by 200#confeder:ite Irdians^ who 
fought refolutely Vjnder ti^c prot^Vion of x\\e Spaniards \ a 
*"j^of of the maniffdd advanta^^/ which mull have refulted 
fro^ J5'?ft<9x2’s me^'fures, had thry .^been duly profecuted by 
the rSw governor. Having thus •cfe^teH all the lexemes 
of thfSfJndianSy the licentiate fet ^fit for Naia on tha. gth ot 
yuly^ and proceeding to the tcrij‘'*rories^bf the Efctia^ 

detached VaUn^^/i'a in fearch 'of proper materia^^/or build- 
ing canoes, to the provin 'e of Giierari, In this country 
his men fuffered greatly b^^ famine, which obliged him to 
haften his return to Ada ^where he arrived aft* r a. tedious 
march, and fighting fcv((r;’l battles, proceeding frobi thence 
to Darien, H'jre a divi^on was made of the boo.y hVi .ifit 
back, which fo enriched tne colon) fts, that diflipntirm fiiccceJ- 
cd, and gaming arolc to fo great a pitch as to render a law 
neceflary, that no mSn fhmild hazard above ten pi 'ces of 
'eight f^rithin the: fpace of twenty-four hours ; for befides 
gold, Efpinoja biought back two thoufand ^)ri^o,ner^, who 
were rcltorcd. 


In the courfe of this expedition Barihdotr.ew TJurtad^ and 
Hernandez Ponecy who were detached from the main bo^^, 
with a number of men, proceeded to th*e northward, and 
• difeovered fevcral iilandj, and a long range of the fouthern 

coaft,«^as far as the IfiV'^bf Ofa, nine^v leagues from Nata. 
Here a nation, called 67^wA/m,oflpoted ihcir landing, which 
obliged them to run fifty leagues down the roaft, riuite 
the bay of St. L%'ar^ now the J^ort o/ Nic^jO^ in the provlijisijj? 
of country w^as ple^^ant and fruitful ; but 

finding that the Indians were Ht^ difpofed to cultivate an 
intercourfe, they returned to Efpinofa,^ who detached 
H^aonAez Ponce to fettle a kind m colony at P^nofm^^n the 
BalboaV oppofitc fide of the iftbmus of Darien to Porto Bello, 
fcheme for WhiI-E Efpinofa employed* in the manner we have 
building juft related, Nunez dbpnalboa,, to whom the colony owed the 
(hits in the greatcft obligations, tjontinuech not only unemployed, but de- 

SotttbSca. 1 tained 
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tafaed as a kind of prifoner by the governor Artas A Avila, 
potwithftanding the inftrufiions of the court, and the com* 
miiiion of Adelenfado or lieutenant, with luhich he had been 
lately honoured. At laft a reconciliation was happily efFeft- 
)ed, through the mediation of the bifhop John de ^evedo^ 
l^ho copceiyed the higheft opinion of Balhouh merit ; and to 
rll|||re their friendfhip, by the ftridleft ties, the Adelenfado 
xnamy the governor’s daughter by rfroxy ; for the young 
lady was at that time in Spain. He ruw rofc in the gover- 
nor’s favour, and was Ihorf appomtid tH^ettle a colony at 
the port of Ada^ where ^^rias had built aTOrf , which he left 
with a garrifon under th|t care of Gahrih de Rojas, Balb^ 0 ^ 


accordingly fet out with ''mhty men, wtto voluntarily olTifi?d 
their fervice, and arrivecMafe at Aela., he immed^tely 

mad^fcveral ncrefiary c.^il regulations, appointing 
and olher magiflrates ; a town, and look ail th^^iecef- 
fary mcafurcj^br exefiifin^is inftrnflions to build brigan- 
Souih Sca^ to pth^ie the difcoveiies which he 
Kad fo happily began. I'hed^l^n was to prepare the tim- 
7V>ers at Ada., winch were to be\arried over by land to the 
river dc IfBcdfos^ where the brig\ntincs were to be built- 
To forward the pre jeft, Nunrz prlicurcd a reinforcement <?f 
fjw^^tujndred men from his f:ithei|in*law ; the timber was 
''"cut down, and carried with great* labour to the place ap- 
pointed, to the aftoniihment of all mCn, wh<5 believed the 
I'cheme was imprnilicjble, becaufe th^re w^re at that time 
time no beaHs of burden in tiie country. B^lhoa then*dividc8 
his men igto three parties, each of^which had its department, ^ 
the one to biing provifions, the other to build the vefTels, and 
the third to tmoTport the iron work, rigging, and other ma- 
terials from Every thing went on with alacrity, but 
fortune w^as not propitious. All the paif s hitherto beftow- 
ed were loft, worms having deft royjed an the timber, which 
obliged Nunez to bep.ia Ifis l^bour^^fTPefl). He fet ibout ic 
I wiinout dcfpondiiig, and *ad ahnoft compleated his work, 
fcwhcn ^ flood of the river carried the veflcls ofF the ftocks, 
buried thern^,’'*^,igetyer the timber and other ma- 
terials, in heaps of and fand, the fcoplq* favirfg them- 
fclvcs with the utmoft or^culty* All his conftancy now for- 
fook Nuniz^ and he bet^a to fink under dilappointment, 
and jhe»[5reirure of finiine, when one Francijlo Compagnon 
offered to crofs the liver upon floax^ in queft of provilion, 
the party allotted for thi? purpofc h^ng failed in their en- 
deavours. Con^ngn^n did all that indMry, perfeverance and 
courage, would execute, but he was uAfuccefsful ; w'hich re- 
duced Nunez to the neceflity of retuVning to Acla^ after ho 

M 
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had for fotn* weeks fubftfted entirely upon a few roots 
herbs picked up at random^ and without any knowledge 
o# their qualitiest. Here he was^oined by :hc diligent Co7n<^ 
fagmn^ who at length furmountcd all obftrudtions^and came 
attended by a great number of loaded with provifiony 
which encouraged Nunez the more to refume his project 
of building (hips. The timber was prepared at 
tranfported as befory to the river de la Bafos^ wherffat 
Jaft, the vcire!s,.wcrd finifhed, and launched, with incredible 
labour, after the Vj^kmen had combated all the difHculties 
which fatigue, faC^jine, and-the inconvenient fituation could 
throw in their*' way. Hejmmedptely embarked with as 
ifiwqy men as the two brigantine^^' could carry, and failing 
to f^^^e largeft pea^l iiland, employed himftlf in forming ma- 
gazii^’jS, while the veffels were cm^oyed in tranfportinfj; the 
remainder of his party. While h?'ftaid here he is reported 
to have received a letter from th^rchldfliop Seville ^ con- 
gratulating him on his difcoY;/»fy t)f tjie South ^and.,af- 
iuringhim, that, if he follow^^d the land t. the weit'vvard, 
would meet with warlike ?^.ations, who fought in atmour, 
and ufed fpears ; but that^f he (ieereJ eailward, the coun- 
tiy would be found to prc,iucc much gold and catiit d'his 
intimation is faid to hav/'induced Nivu'z to fail to liw' “ 
tinent eaftward, with above an hundred men; he toucheili 
upon the coafl, and took fome prifoners, who told him that 
if he advanced he mig.u find great abundance of tlie piccious 
jkietal. ‘Beyond C;ipe St. Miihad the failors obferved a great 
number of whales, which prevented th^lr putrinfi to (hore 
at Port PinaSy as was inte*ndeJ, and to proceed to the ter- 
ritories of the cazique whcie debarked his 

men to revenge the party under Gajhr Ahtales^ flaughtered 
in that country. The natives advanced to' oppofe the land- 
ing; but they were foon obliged to give w^v before the Sha- 
nij]) fw^^rds and mufquCir ^ ; upon v'hhh Nuurz proceeded to 
the ifland which he had la^-ely ql’lueli, and oidcicd timber 
to be cut down for building two other v-nTclsj fendinjr iori 
more pitch and cordage to /1dai''znA char \i the mtTrjs'g^^ 
to get catain inforihation ,lc Sj fa bcai 

actually appointed governor of Darj^tf as was repoited. 

I'fiE refolution to build tw>^')rc brigantinc.s "-nd 
new exg.cdition intended, occainiKd fome fuTpicion that Na,, 
defigned to render himfelf independent on his flith'dr- 'r - 
law Arias d! Avila \ thc^ufpicion wan propagated, until it . 
length reached the c^"bf that gentleman, ^who gave eafy 
credit to the report, fecaufe be was fcnfiblc of having in- 
jured Nunez. He is nkewife faid to have received a letter 

from 
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from one Garaheio^ a foldier, who ovcfheard fome cxpref. 

Cons dropped by Nunez^ wWch he mifinterprctcd, or defign- 
cdly niifundcrfto^d^ with ^iew of gainir^ the governor'% ' 
confidence. However this may be, it is certain that the ani- 
mofiry between the father and fon*in-law broke out with more 
l^iolence than ever, though Jrias artfully concealed his fen- 
until he got Nunez in his power, which he effeflied 
by writing him a friendly letter, as if he ^as delirous of con- 
fulting him upon fomething of importa'^iiSce. ,He was then 
deeply engaged in fitting tout 4 iis little? fqu^ron ; but he im- 
mediately laid afide his employment to obl-y the orders of 
his fupcriur, fet out for XWrVw, v^ithout tufpicion, was im-^ 
prifoned) tried, condemnd'l, and beheaded, all in the fpac^^ 
of a few days; for whic-^i a<fl of inhum^ injuftice 
was never brought to any account ; on ?he contrary, ha^as 
Antint^'d in the guvcrnr!>cnt, uotwithftanding the jwoofs 
of his mifeond^^, anc>the iff^na! fervicesof the perfon whofc 
blood he hajl^iyantonly fpilled. ^ 

was previou§\to this melancholy event, that the fear- 
yMy which prevailed jat Darien^ oQ^afioncd an edi£l from the^Cordo- 
governoi:, cji^clarin'^all perfons whekwere dcfirous of pu(h- Ya- 
ing their^brtune in other parts of\he world, at liberty 

confequence of which ai^| hundred perfons, above 
vulgar rank, cinbaikcd for where the new colony 
was reported to live cxtrcinciy happily under rfie govern- 
ment of Veiaquez, They were well received, and promifes 
given them by tlic governor, that he wonfU embrace the^ 
firft opportynity of pfomoting their interefl". Soon after the ^ 
propofal was made to them oi goingxipon difeoveries towards 
new countries, lying upon each fide of the entrance to the 
gul^h of Att'yun^ of which jlie Spaniards at that time had 
icarce any knowJc^fgc. The propolal embraced, iifr- 
nandez deCouhva^ CLlcbrat'.d for his wealth, valour, and • 

public fpirit, offered tc» g:>iismand ihifPSpcdirion ; fittid out 
|W’o Affels, with alt the rtcelTaiy ftorcs, at his own ex- 
lenccv ajid ia fail from the Havtainuh^ with ijo able bo- 
volunteers, oV* die 8 th d^iy oi February* On the firft 
I'nd, 111 


oiAlarJj they faw 


and could d^cry a*largc*town. 


about two leagues from'd ocean. When they approached 
nearer the fhore, two canc^^s full of men came on board, 
e.nd vveie gvilly received. T^e Indians were drefled fliort 
cotton Jackets without fleeves, and pieqes of cloth wrapped 
round their extremities, faffident to ^dnvince the Spaniards^ 
tlut they had majje fome little progrefiV in the arts ; though 
it was apparent that the drefs, arms, ftiir^s, and beards, of the 
Europms wore great novelties* Next day the cazique, with 

twelve 
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twelve canoes fiJJcd with men, approached the 0 iip$, crylxfg 
out Coruz Cotoche^ come to my houie ; whence the Staniards^ 
^4ve the name Qotoche to this ca^, which Iks oppofite, an4 
at no great diftance from the weftern extremity of the ifland 
of Cuia. So preffing was the cazique in his inftanccs, and 
fuch was the (hew of friendfhip made by the Indians^ that 
Cordova yielded to their inireatics, went on Ihore, and 
furrounded by an arwriy oi Indians that poured out of a 
bouring wood-^ werecafed in armour of quilted cot- 

ton^ armed with^getg, wootV^n fiords haying flint edges^ 
wo^en cudafleSiMpe^f^) flings an^bows, and adorned with 
plumes of fealhehs and a kind ojf* paint, with which they 
Sljfcolourcd their faces, and rendercil ihemfelves very hideous; 
They began the attack with terrii^e flirieks and howling, to 
Wh’to they joineS tht noife of fcv^al unmufical inftruments, 
pourij^g in upon the Spaniards fu^^l fhowers of arrovfs ami 
i'pears, Cordova's men did not ^vceed, twenty^ five 5 but they 
made fo brave a defence, plied their firc-Vms with fo 
much dexterity, that the In^ans^ affrighted wltIi*^Ec"^a^- 
ful thunder, were def‘eatej|( leaving fcvefitecn deid, and fei^- 
veral wounded, on the fifjfd of battle. Two of ^the prifon- 
i^rs afterwards became mofelytes to the Chriftian vith, and 
were baptized by the nijnes of Julian and Melcbioi^y' N.ear^ 
the field the Spaniards uifeovered three houfes, built 
ftone and mertar, which they found to be temples filled with 
earthen idols with hideous faces, and other terrible ugly 
aimages^ which tjjjey contained. I'hcre were the images of 
women, of men in unnatural lafeiviouj pofturcs, and fmalf 
idols made of wood, with plates, oinamems, aAd diadems' 
of gold. 

From this country Cordova proceeded to the bay of Catn^ 
pechcr called ^arnpcch by the natives, 'vhere he watered.' 
When the Spaniards were returning to their (hips, fifty /«- 
dians ^lothed in jacfccc., over whjch they wore long cotton 
mautles, interrogated theip by i^gns, whether they •^ame^ 
from the eaflward, and what they wanted, inviting them ty 
their town, at^a little diftanp:;. The ^*imiards were 6 ^ 
pofed t« comply wi h this invifiatioiA a^rtf after putting thdm- 
felvcs in a pdfture of defence, eniJfcd Tome temples, whicli^ 
they found decorated with idol^^ fuch deformity as almott' 
terrified tbemy ftained with bCod frefh fhed, as was* fup- 
pofed, from human vidlims, and filled with crofles and other 
emblems of the Roma^ catholic faith, which occafiemed great 
aftonifliment. The j^ArpIe flocked round, beheld the ffr^n- 
gers with figns of winder, and often fmiled, as if in admi- 
ration of the iimplici^ and uncouth appearance of tthe Spa^* 

niards* 
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tiards^ From the temples iffued ten prfcftj> coi^ercd with 
long white mantles, rcfem^ng fu^rplices, with long biach 
hair plaited up, and in theiAhands Uttle eai;fhen fire-pans,# 
upon which they burnt a certain gum they called C»pal^ and 
perfumed the Spaniards^ bidding them kavc that country, if 
jihcy valued their lives. Xhey had no fooner given thia 
wfcn^^g, than they founded their warlike inftruments, which 
ti\&Spfit:ards taking for a fignil for the Indians to aflembky 
li retreated to theirflnps, being purfued only by a ^few detached 


parties. 


Having failed fix days along the coail, great fcarcity 
of water on board obliged Cordova to put lifiidre in a bay 
about a league diftant from a town cdikdmPatonchau, where^ ' 
the Spaniards obferved temples built with ftone and Kiy, 
in the fame manner as the former. ITicn they were^c* 
Ciffted feveral aimed men, who, after afking diversjjue- 
ftions, went hdji4^ to their kpufes, and foon returned with 
greater numbers, who began' attack the Spaniards witB 
great fuiy. a'U-mpt a retreik was dangerous, and no- 

thing remained but ffic utmoft cxlvtion of their courage to 
oppofe fuch a multiti/de of The whole night was 

fpent in f' -ill fkiim idling; and in tVh morning Cordova per-, 
yeiv^d /Jat he was hed^^ed by cnerries, who were contmu- 
pouring in Ihoweisof llones, darts and 
, arrows. Near eighty of his men w.erc already, wounded ; 
and though they plied their fiie-arms aud fwoids with the 
greateft vigour and addrefs, it was apparent mulifoon t 
be overwhelmed in torrent of Indians that rufhed upon 
them from 5ll quarters. I'he gene.*al cry was Colachini^ or 
leader ; meaning that they fbould take aim at Cordova ; 
which they did (o cfFedlually as to wound him in twelve dif- 
ferent, Gomara in thfrty-three dift'erent places; upon 

which he determined at all events to reg'Jia the fhipping ; 
and accoidingly biokc through the .ix»emy with def^rate 
|e(oluftoii, got on board the^boats^ which were ready to fink 
their numbers; the Indians purluing with loud cries, 
running into 'he water t^ wound the Spaniards with 
fpears. In this adKon Cordova had forty-feven men 
killed on the fpot, five lirc-'e dying of their wouifds on board, 
•^which occafioned his. giving this bay the name of de Mala 
PeleUy on account of the unitJVtunace iffue of the engagement 
with tRe fndians. Hence he fleered for the eoaft of fiorida^ 
the crew alnioft perifhing,wdth thiift, ifnd upon his landing 
to water, was attacked by Indians grci^l/ refemb'ing thofe of 


^ Hjerrer. dec. ii. Li. c 3 . 


Tmatan^ 
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Tu^on^ frorti wh6m he extricated hiitifclf With an 
derable lofs, and failed to ihtJiavannahy then called Pisiri 
^arenaSj without having made any acqiStfition of gold, or 
indeed any difeoveries with refpeft to the native commodities 
of Yucatan and Florida^ though the voyage was greatly ce- 
lebrated on account of the earthen and wohden idols, 
golden plates, the diadems, the manners, and the zrf 0 F^ 
the inhabitants, all which convinced the Spaniards tim im- 
portant conreguenses might refulc from thistinfortunate en- 
terprize. The Indian prifom'«rs they had taken confirmed 
this opinion, bypeclaring that the country produced gold, 
though further experience has (hewn that neither Yucatan 
Florida produce any mines of the precious metal (D). 

^ORDOV^ died of the wounds he received from the 
Inaians a few days after his return to Cuba *, but the Recount 
of tte expedition, which he drew up on bis death-Ji>ed, aftd 
tranfmitted to VcIaqiuZy dctcrrjffned that geWdeman to pro- 
, fecute the difeovery ; for whiCn purpofe he ^jeJjj^jppcd three 

(hips and a brigantine, ma^ed with 25^^01 untcers, and ap- 
pointed fobn de Grijalva Jko command fin chief, alEfted by 
Alaininos^ principal pilo/in expedition^! Gfija/va^s 

•^inftruftions were to ba/’er for gold, contrail alli 5 )«^es, gain 
the beft account pofliblj of the country, and fome*v 
add, to fettle a colony, if he could with convenience, thoii^uV*^ 
las Cafas de#nes this iall circumflance. The fquadron failed 
1518, from St, Jago on iRc 8th of April 1518, and in a few days 
%> fell in with th(?^fland of Cozumel,^ then firft difeovered, wliere 
the Spaniards faw a town, feveral tempfcs built Itonc, and 
one in particular in form of a fquare tower, with windows, 
galleries, idols, and a large crofs ereded in the middle ; 
concerning which Herrera relates a prophecy that has aIVthe 
appearance of being fabulous ; by which* however he would 
account in what manner crofles came to be eiefted in divers 
ipzns^f America St before the arrival of the 

Spaniards^ or the Indians had any idea of Chriftianit)^ 

(D) A Spanyh writer, who/ when the ^^*aniards inquire^g^ 
was upon this expedition, ac- ter tne root. Hence he deduces 


quaints us, thjt the name Yuca- 
tan comes from Tucuy of the root 
of which the Indians make Ca- 
%ahi btead, and llutly^ fjgnify- 
ing the land where the Yuca 
grows ; which was the €)n(lant 
anfwcr made by thf natives. 


th/^lm pound Yucotta ; and by 
wrruption Yucatan ( 1 ) . Other 
^ymologiils (2) derive the 
name from an Indiah town 
called Talaquitan, which the ' 
Spaniards pronounced Lucatan i 
whence comdb Yucatan, 


(l) Dtuz, diCaJicUoy /’• 41* 


(7) lianr, dec* ii, /, i, c, 3* 


the 



tiMjvcs had fte<} fo the mounmna^^n^l all 
t0 Icftifclifli an intercourfe with them proved 

reimbarked, ^and keprwn his conrfe along th^ ck>aflv 
hain<> greatly aftonlfhed at the great number of white t^iWera, 
handfomely built of Ifone, which he faw upon the ifland and 
l^ontinent. It was this circumftance that o^tafioned hia be- 
the appellation of New Spain upon the province of 
t^cafh^ which was afterwards extended to all Mexico^ and^ 
.indeed the greater part of the Spanijh dominions upon th;rt 
|fide the equator. After failing for the fpace ef eight days, 
I Grijalva entered the gulph or Turthc**, and landed at 

fome diftance from the capital oF dominions ; a 

cazique lubje<5t to the emperor of Mexico,^ The Indians op-^ 
pofed the debarkation, and ‘an engagement commenced, in 
which Grijalva^ with fixry SfkmiarJs^ Wcrijfc wounded, a4id 
th^ee kiled, thou^ the Indians were in the iffue defejftfed, 
with th^lofs o^Joo men ; sj^ter which he took polTeilifti of 
the town, deC;rted by all the inhabitants. ^ 

He then pToce-ded to the x\v6i\TahafcQ^ to which he gave 
the name of Hia de Grijalva^ ano landed with fome men. 
The Indians dfd n 't oppofe the debarkation ; but they foon 
furrounded t'oe boats with fifty ^anoij? fi led with armed men, 
adorned with plumes of feathers. GrijalvOy unwilling to* 
^ bli>ws, fent the two Indians Jia\ien by Cordova^ ani 


* baptized by the names of Melchior and Julian^ to acquaint 
Tahafeans, that his defire was to eft|bh(h a*friendly in- 
tercourlc, Hut mignt prove mutually beneficial. This pro- ^ 
duced a parley, which was foon improved mfo a folid peace, 
by means ol» the beaA, glafles, and,6ther toys, prefented by 
the Spaniards^ and conveyed by the Indians to their cazique, 
who ordered all manner of provifion to be fent to the firan- 
gersf Next day hc^vifited Grijalva in perfon, and without 
heiitation went on board his Ihip, giving fhim as a prefen t a 
complete fuit of gold armour, a woodj^g helmet plated with 

t ^fudded with fton^ fefembling emeralds, and b&auti- 
wrought, fevcral breaft-pkte?, fome of folid gold, and 
s of wood, p'aited thinly with gold,j, coverings for 
ts of folid gold, fnc colors of bjaten gold, ^brace- 
lets, ear-rings, and pendjats of the fame, all oftgreat value; 
yvhich pxtknt Grijalva acknowledged by dreiling the cazique 
in « fort of fine linen, a co.i# of crimfon velvet, a cap of 
the fame ftiaterials, beads and glafles of different colours, 
feiflars, knives, and other trinkets, whieh the cazique prized 
above all the gold in MoUzuma"% em^re (£) ; for he was a 
• fub- 


(E) Antonio de Solis cenfures account of GomarOf aa author 
fkmra for giving credit to this whom hc rcjedta upon other 
Mod. Hist, Vol.XXXVIIL F occa- 



|ffi9tgr«8t mooarchy as wiliapi^ar in^e 
WT^jaiaik aftosiOltid the Spaniards vr.ta tM ingenious ^i nyrfe -, 
S^^ip of the gold ortiameRtS) viSRd particularly of a 
covered with feathers of beautml colours,’ and elegantly i^Ch 
^fed I' which ^illjnguiihed both tafte and a progrefs in ^ 
nnc arts. Many were greatly difpofcd to rentain in a coun- 
try that exhibited fuch proofs of wealth and liberality in t h^ 4 
inhabitants} but it was apparent, notwlthhanding 
Slue’s civility, that he was not at all inclined to favour a 
colony, which determined Grijalva to emi>ark, as he found 
the people were too powerful 'to admit of any attempts to * 
efiablifh himfelf' hy violence. As he failed along the fliore, 
the Indians wAe feen on tfic coaft in a warlike pollure, with 
'ftueldsof tortoife-flicll, which h; the reflexion of the fun’s 
beams made a brilliant and myiiial appearance. The coun- 
try f*emed to be extremely poi*ulous, quite^ to the river Gua^ 
and in many places the natives held up iiags>of cot- 
ton, upon long poles, as fign.*ds to th? Sp^ards to land j 
which at laft tempted Grijaha to fend Francipa ae Mentejo 
afliore with twenty foldiers/ all the crofs-bow men and miif- 
quctcers, with orders that if he found the Indians in a hoftile 
difpofition, he fhould give immediate notice to thp fliipping. 

Tt was afterwards foundu that an account had been fent to 
Monuzumoy and the ciurt of Afex/re, . of the defeent 
^ Cerdovay of the adlions at Cotoche and Potouchan^ andoT^ 
Grijalva’s touching upon the coaft, by means of painted cot- 
ton cloths j and thil the emperor perceiving the Spaniards 
tenly wanted gdli, had iflued orders to his fubjeefts to enter 
upon an intercourfe with them, and penetrate into their ul- 
timate defigns. When Mintejo aj^roached the ladianSy they 
ofiered him fowls, filh, bread, iuid fruits, of different kinds, 
and perfumed him with the fmqke of burnt Copal. Tiiefe 
civilities induced Gfijaha to draw up differ with the fljips, 
and debark, attended kqr feveral Spaniards, who were cu- 
rious t« inquire into flW mannerf of, the people, and full of 
expeftation of (haring in the prefents of thofc favages,* who^ 
appeared to be equally wealthy^nd generous, if they mighj^ 
judge from the behaviour of tbecaziflue of'Tabafca.' Acedm 
ingly Grijalv% was* no fooncr landjid,. than he was met by 


OCcafioni ; yet we mufl confefs anborated by the opinion, that 
we fee ^nothing improbablo in all the gold had beea'fen& from 
tlw relation, if we fupppfe that the city Mtnico, Yucatan pro- 
Mentezuma had given orders to duchg none of the precious 
the governors lo receive* the metal. L. i. jc. vi. 

Spaniards civilly ; which it cor. • 


>iid received Aje miad 

W'ixchan|eaTO traffic began,, wblch^ in the f^ai^ of jl^ 
oap, broo^t tift^n thoufand pieces of eighty 

rofitsithat by no means correfponded witbthc extrai^nt 
opes biQ|)e foilors. ^ > 

CoKTiNUiKG his voyage, Grijaha met with fcveral iflands^ 
ilO^A^ich he^gave names from thf ir feveral appearances* One 
heeSUed IJla Blanca ; another la Verde ; and another be called 
The I/land of Sacrifices^ betaufe he found that human vidima 
bad been immolated at the (hjines of pertain icfbls, juft before 
his arrival. Touching at St. Juan d*Uha^ ,he marched tip 
with thirty men, to a temple filled with idols,%and inhabitei 
by four priefts clad in lodg,blaclc ftoles wjth hoods, who hadt 
juft done facrificing two boyS||hagreeable to their impious and 
inhuman ftipcrftitiorji The Spaniards were^oved with hor- 
lir and compalli^ Upon fight of the children, whofe jf^dies 
were ri^t open,^ jfcarts taken^ut, and offered at the altars of 
th‘ ir falfe diviriities. It was from this place that Grijalva dit 
patched intelligence of his difcoverics to the governor of 
Cubay who now was exceedingly incenfed that he had not 
founded a colony, notwithftanding his infirufiions were ex- 
prefs, that he (houJd only trade, and make difeoveries, if 
may credit This indeed had been propofed by 

G^ijalvay and debated in council, but pvcr-rulcd by Montejg 
and Alonzo cTAvtlay who were of opinion that the confe- 
quenccs of a mifearriage might prove iSatal to them, as all 
attempts to build houfes and make fettlement# were cpntrarpf 
to their exprefs orders j which determined Grijalva to return 
to Cubcy rftcr he had vifited the.«coafts of divers Mexican ^ 
provinces, before undifeovered, and traded to a confiderable 
value with the natives. 

FEDRO de Alvarado wa^ the perfon fent by Grijalva with 
an account of the fuccefs of the expeditioTi to VelaqueZy who 
was tranfported at the fight of the gojd, and elated with dif- 
eoveries upon which heiioiled to build his fortune, ai!3 raife 
^imfelf to independance on the*admiral Diego de Colon^ hia 
A^ riorMn command. A rivalfhip had long fubfifted bc- 
twwn thefe two gcntlefhen, ^^rhicn wa% the meansh of in- 
fpiring Velaquez with the irft notion of Griialv^% enterprize, 
and^now confirmed him in the refolution of profecuting dif- 
eoveries that in all probabdity muld raife his fortune and 
reputatioif above all competition) Perceiving thattrnyW- 
obedience to his iq/Iruftions proved an obftruftioh to 
the progrefs of his vaft defigns, he #a9 extremely offended 
that he had not tftabliflied a colony in a countiy where he 
was fo well received, without refleSing that Grijaha^ in 
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^ii5><>l?ejn93 his orde'fs, contrary lo bis own pi^midOt lipi!^ 
the return of the commander, bjhegun to make proparatbpa 
Tof in other exti^ed it ion, and already eommunica^ hiat 

intention to the clergy of Hifpaniola^ in order tp fanuraify it 
by their approbation, refolving the djrcAion fliould^c com- 
mitted to a perfon of courage, diftiniiion, and ability j buji^ 
withal fo obedient and pliable, as to entertain rfo other am- 
bition than that of'promoting the glory and intereif of his 
benefaflor and fuperior ; which, fays a good writer of thofo 
times, was to feek for t commander of great courage, and a 
mean fpirit. When Grijalva xtiurntii^ the voice of the people 
recomniended^him to thi^ truft j Velaquez was ftrongly 
prejudiced, though*he could no^ ^bc infenfible to his merit, 
when he perufed/he written account delivered by that officer 
of bi^ expedition, and heard risf m od eft fence : however, 
thougii he determined not to bellow the command -on GV/- 
jalva^ it was difficult to fix his fhoire^ amidft'''<he number of 
deferving competitors. Antonio and Bernardino Vdaque%^ both 
nearly aUied to the governor, Balthazar Bermudez and Vafeo 
Borcnlio^ with other gentlemen of unexceptionable charafler, 
were all ambitious of leading an enterprize? which opened 
-.he pro(pe£l of a fruitful harveft in glory and riches; when 
at length Velaquez was influenced by the infinuations of his 
favourite Amador de Loris^ the king’s trcalurer, and the inli- 
mate friend of Hernand Cortez. Cortez was popular, gene- 
rous, liberal, and intfepid : at this time he afted in the capa- 
^city ofblcade, ff<d acquired a confiderable fortune, and given 
proofs of his merits but as he had form-jfrly bceriat variance 
with the governor, nothing lefs than the powerful arguments 
of de Loris^ and Ve'aqt4ez\ extreme anxiety about the illue 
of the enterprize, could triumph over the ftrong oppof\t/on 
made by the other (candidates. In the end 6very difficulty gave 
way, Cortez was nominated to the command j and he pulh- 
cd his..preparations wflu fo much wigour, that, in a few days 
after be received the comruand, he was ready to fet fail ; ad^ 
the reader may fee in the enfuing fedion. f 

E C T, . III. 

Cortez fails from Cub/, loaches at Cozumel, arrives 

r«*Mexico, and performs a Variety of if^xflUts. 

% 

A S the conqueft of J&exico is one of the mpft extraordinary 
and entertaining events Vecorded in hillory, we lhail 
dwell more minutely upon the expedition of Cortez^ than 

was 



ncceffiuy jn the relation oC k>yag:% *|rH;fe4 
thti yny lo tW» vaft acquifition to Ac po^tv of Ac Spamjb 
^b|i&rcKy« Thi$ hero achieved, by a handful of mcf, 
the overthrow of a vaft em^e. He furmountcd difficukicat 
be eiYb^tltermdangers, fought battle?^ and gained vidlor]^ 
not inferior to tnofc recorded of the moft renowned warriors 
antiqui\ ; and happily for his memory^ his aAions arc 
deferibed by the^elegant pen of Jntonio de SoIiSj a writer, iQ 
our opinion, no wa^^ferior to Thucydides or Livy^ except 
fomc few ftrokes of tr^ marvellous, admitted into his rela- 
tion, which we ftiall endeavour to remoye, by com’paring 
him diligently with other hiftorians who have wrote upon 
the fame fubjed. To oA account of t^e conqueft we (hall 
fubjoin an explicit de^ipISiw of the kingdom of Mexico 
of the manners, region, Avernment, ifcalth, arts, and 
q^her particulars jfelating to nie inhabitants, many of 
which •Aall hqvi^ver be diljeminated through the courfc of 
the hiftorical narration. 

That dur readers may not be entirely unacquainted * 
with the biith of this famous conqueror^ it will be neceflary 
to mention, that he was a native of Medillin^ a town of 
Bjlremadura in Spaitty and the fon of Adfariin Cortez of Mon% 
roy^ and doitna Catalina Pizarro Altamarino ; names which 
fufScicntly befpeak the l obility of his parentage, at leaft by 
•the moAer. He was bred a fcholgr, and had fpejit two years 
Salamanca \ but a ftudious life not fi*iting his lively and 
atftive genius, he obtaihed his father’s perrutfion to sngsigcf 
in the fcrvice of his country, and learn the rudiments of the 
military arl^ under Ac celebrated Gonzalvo de Cordova^ thca * 
at the head of a Spanijh army in Italy j but a dangerous iJl- 
nefs with which he was feized, juft on the point of embar- 
kation, fruftrated ^is deligrt, and turned his views towards 
the Wejl-lndies^ where the Spaniards wefc reaping a plen- 
tiful harveft of wealth and glory. *Jn the year 1^4 he 
went Jo Hijpamola^ bciif^: then in the 19th year of his age^ 

^nd was particularly diftinguifheS by Obando the governorj, * 
iSfe whon? he had been ftrongly recommended. After gain- 
ing the general eflecm c 4 the Colony, h% attended F^laquez 
in quality of fecretary to ihe ifland of Cuba^ vAere he foon 
^eftabUAed the reputation of an able ftatefman and com- 
mander, a brave foldier, a gcncro^ friend, and an agree- 
able cosnptnion. De Solis acquaint us, that his perfcfn was 
pleafing, his countenance fngaging, temper amiable, and 
his converfaiion difereet; qualities w^ch firft attra£lcd the 
notice, and engaged the affeftiops of tiohna Catharina Suarez 
Pacheco. His engagements with this noble lady involved Cortez 
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had almoft proved fitat ti h& Itfi V 
j^tcmards rcco^^rcd the govergfer^s favouri When ai! dtf« 
ferences were accommodated, V^laquez not vJy 
the bride, but beftowed lands upon CttrUz^ am diif|agui&ira 
^S*8. iiim by raifing; him to the office of alcade of Su 
* pioyment ufually conferred upon fuch as had exhi^ed incotl*^ 

tcftaWc proofs of merit. In thefc clrpuiiutaTnces were our 
hero, when hf was appointed to co^judl the expedition to 
Yucatan and the coaftof Mexico^by the title of captain-gene-* 
ral of the fleet, and of the countries already dtfcovered,or that 
fhould henceforward be conquered |Hnder his aufpices. Sen- 
fibly affe£led with this mark of governor's confidence, 
he received the c^iar^e with exp^effions of refpeft and 
;|cknowledgement ; though f/jrrrrfl dw::» Jus ambition and 
ingratttude to his benefa£lor from this pilriod (A),J Tht 
preference (hewn difgufted aU his competitors, and 

< iinade them feize every opportunity of raifing IJjruples and 
exciting jealoufies in the mind of the governor. They re- 
minded Felaquiz of the early proofs of ambition and ingra- 
titude which Cortez had exhibited ; they ripped up all the 
llbrcs occafioned by their ancient animofity, and put the moft 
Invidious glofs on all the adions of this objefl of their ma- 
lignity 5 they accufed Cortez of the meaneft hypocrify, the 
moft daring und prefumptuous ambition^ even in his cour- 
tefy and liberality taey difcovered an artifice, which they 
Vallcdged was b«t too obvious to all who were* not deceived 
^ by the fcmblance of real virtue. In aewoid, they infiftcd 
that Cortez had not ciFaced the chagrin of his former fulFer- 
ings and imprifonment, and they wilbed Fekquez to confidcr 
this circumftance maturely before it was too late to repair 
an error that migh^ prove fatal to his honc^ur and to his life, 

(A)tThc relations of Herrera Vfjaquez entertained any fufpi- 
fnd (fe Solis are extremely cop- cion his fidelity, or the Icaft. 
tradi^ory in this, and a variety notion of fuperfeding him in the 
of other parciediors, notwith- command ( i ); whereas 
ftandingthey appear ic^havc con- ^ the admirer of Cortez, andw- 
fulted the fam^ autboricies. The deed his panegyriR, vindicates 
former, under the appearanceiof the reputation of his hero, and 
the ftrifteft impartiality, t^cs dhrows the whole blame on 
Cortez*'with the bafeft in^^ati- quez, in the mannea recited m 
tude, by making him 41^ the text: at this diitance of time 
aggrefibr, and averting ^at he we Cannot pretend to afeertain 
threw ofF his obedience before the exa£t trtt(h of afleverations* 

as 


(j) Herrtra, det, it, lib, iu t, iU 



cmtiny. At firft 

mas die€#iiii6m ^r^alice ai)d 4ifap^^tei 
alBfting Coft^ in his^reparations, itid taking kati^ 
faf^n the moft friendly manner when he was ntai}y tci 
depMt firtei 5/. Jago. This, at Icaft, is the relation given 
k* by Antmm^ Solis ; although Htrrera^ and other Spat^ 
writers, affirr»,al3at ftble away privately in the nighty 
upon feme intimation^hat the governor intended to recall hia 
commiffion ; and that\upoi^^i?A?j«^%*s purfufng him in the 
morning, he manned a boat, met the governor in a pofture 
of defiance, and acquainted hfm in the mcdl difrelpedful 
manner, that he pay tio farther regard to hit 

orders **. / 

On the i8th Nov^ber the failed from theCortesf 

jort cf Si» Jago^nna arrived \n a few days at Ihe porthf La fails from 
T^rtnidUd ; whe,^ CorU% nc^ fooner publiihed the ddign ofSc. Jago*. 
the expedition, than he was reinforced by a gr^t number df 
volunteers/ many of them perfons of the beft falhion on thw 
ifland, which furnifhed his enemies with frefli arguments to 
impeach his fidelity, and poifon the governor’s mind with 
diftrufi and jealoufy. CorU% had engaged fo many adven- 
turers to fliare in his fortune by his obliging behaviour, that 
his difappointed rivals found it no difficult matter to fuccced 
in their defign of ruining him with Vdaquez, ^Thc oppor- 
tunity was favourable, and they prefleri their inftances with 
fo fpecious an appearance of difintcrcftcdn^s, that fhe go# 
vernor at length yielded to their pcr&iafion, and fent two 
couriers, %’ith letftrs to all his •confidants, and exprefs 
orders to Frandfcc Verdugo^ chief alcade of La Trinidad^ to pror 
fecute Cortez in a judicial way, and deprive him of the com- difpojfeffid 
mitrd. Cortt zh^ notice* of what was tranfafting ; upon cf tbe com* 
which he immediately alfembled his frieriQs and foldiers,^ in~ mandf , 
formed them of the machinations* of his enemies, defired 
thcii#advice in what mafnn?f he fliould proceed, and ft know 
f how far he might depend upon fhe juftice of his caufc by the • 
^^dgmebt they fhould pafs on his condud^ There needed 


Trohing more to engage the Idldicrs to ^lake prbteftttions of 
eternal attachment to his perfon and fortune. He found them 
r united in his intereft, and determined to defend him againll 
fo grofs an injury, even at the h^^zard of taking arms, and 
coming an open rupture withlfce governor ; upoh which 
he vifited the alcade, informed the danger to which 

he Ihould expofe himfeJf by obcjwig orders fo iniquitous. 


^ De Solis, lib. c. x. Herrera, dec« ii. Hb.ii. c. ii* 
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1^0^$ of 4^tii%ojft AS M oAgil^^ 

^ expe^ionom onrieAid&iptoliim, drawingupool^^ 

felf theiitdignationof cbefoIdtcrs^whofeAlTc&iorYa be l^i^ 
to gain, the betffr to promote ^e public fervice. He alirea^ 
found it difficult, he faid, to reftrain their fury wi^n tbO 
bounds of obedience ; and be could not be anfwcrajrte for the 
confequence, fhould the alcade proceed to tbe e|&culbn ol 
Tbi^go* his inltrudlions. Verdugo was a perfon of jpp(e-and candor | 
wmorU he was fenfible of the injuitice of the f overnor^s orders, <rf 
^rim the merit of Qoriez^ of the danger 'Thich would attend any 
iifob^td. attempts to fuperfede him, anh' ^the detriment which the 
public would ^{fain from the divi/ions which muft infallibly 
enfue. He told Cortez^ that he ^^Mld not only fufpend the 
execution of his orders, but i^<^^is?^tnioft endeavours to 
difl'uade /^<*A7jttr2V‘^roqihisrefoWion, i^which he was joined 
by al'^’ the other gentlemen imthe town ^1 fleet, wjio ha^i 
any ihHuence with the governor. All of the\;i wrote ro Vela* 
queZy and C^tez accompanied theif remonflrances with a 
letter from hImfeJf, complaining, in the gentleft terms, of 
the governor s diftruft, of the confidence he repoA d in his 
enemies, and the facility with which he lifiened to calum^ 
nies raifed by difappointed ambition. 

Cortez ^ Having taken all the meafures which he thought ncccf- 
nrrives at fary to his own fecurity, and fufficient to quiet all the fcruples 
tbe Ha* entertained by Velaquez, he fet fail for the Havannahy and 
vannah. ^as feparateld from the fleet in a ftorm, and in great danger 
^of bein? fhipwrecked. All the other fhips arriving lafe at the 
place of rendezvous, and no account coming of Ccytczfoi 
f the fpaceof a week, the adventurers wci*e dividediM) opinion, 
fome regarding him as loft, others advifiag that vcAlIs might 
be fent in fearch of him, and a few propofirig that a com- 
mander ftiould be appointed in his abfence. Of this laft-», opi- 
nion was Diego deOrdaZy who, as the friend and confident 
' of Valaquezy thought he fhould bid fair to be confirmed in 

this perft if he were once nominarsd by the foJcliers. In this 
. projed be was, however,^ difappointed by the arrival of 
CorieZy who wes received by the joyful acclamatioivn of th^ 
foldierSf and the warmeft teftKnonios of eftcem from Pedr'^^e 
Barboy govethor of' the city. H^ fet up his ftaddard, and 
was immediately joined by^feveral gentlemen who had alrea- 
dy approved their valour,) which gave great reputation* to 
the expedition, and faci^lated tbe equipment of« th$^ fleet* 
He fent the artillery ijy fhore to be cleaned and proved, 
gave orders fora greac^umber offcotton quilts, in the fornfi 
of great coats, which were called EfcaupilieSy as a defence 
againft tbe arrows of the Indians^ cxercifed his foldiers in the 
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hmom ntoeffiiry in adion^ the mkh^ tt^ 

treatmg^ forming into large and fmall dieifiooB, charging; 
in a word, ail the elemendl^f the military art in the ^ 

concife^ method. Every thing was at lafl; in great forward- 
nefs, and the day fixed for the departure of the fleet, when ^/:coftd 
. orders arrJ^d to the governor of the Havannah to 
Cijrte%^ J^ iiim prifoner to 5/. JagOy with threats 

menaces to enforc^^he punfluai execution of thefe inftruc-{^^^^*“ 
tions; but Velaque% no better obeyed ht this than 
the former occafion, tvcti the very courier, who had 
brought the order, gave Cortez hotice, and h^ had informa- 
tions from fcveral quartej^ that adefign was on foot extreme- 
ly injurious to his IWnoii%.and dangerous to his liberty. 

Cortez was extrcmel]|nncenfe^3 at this vewfiauempt, becaufe 
thqpghthc h^gfven all r4:afonable fecuriry of h.s fifclity, 
and fusnifhed n/ room for fjjfpicion. Convinced of the im- 
placable refentment of his enemies, he now began with left 
temper to tnink of providiijg for himfelf, and throwing off % 
that obedience, the obfervance of which might prove the 
ruin of him.'clf and fc.ieme, fo promifing to the public emo- 
lument.* When he rctl.fteJ upon tiie indignities he had 
fuftained, he blamed hi^ ovn patience, and believed that the 
virtue ot obedience might be carried to a crimiiial excefs, as 
arifini fiom pufillanimity. This determined him to come Hethrovee 
to an open rupture with ^c'/tfj«r2,frott^ whom* he h^i no- off his al- 
thing to fear, as he was certain of the afFei^ons of Jfis to\-jegiance to 
d:ers und r his command. His firft ftep^was to remoye the govern 
from the liavannih Diego de Or da:iy whole fidelity and at-«T* 
tat hmeot he havl irafon to fufpeft ever fince he had propofed 
bimfeif as commander of the expedition. He then (hewed 
hinvfelf to the foldjers, and acquainted them with the new 
perrecuiion to which he was expofed by flie virulence of his 
enemies ; upon which they made the fame declarations as 
befoi^e, and became fo ^uif^Iiuous, that it was witB diffi- 
culty he could reftrajn their flyftig to arms ; nor could all • 

^is endo^ivours filence their clamorous zeal, until Pedro Barba 
pS^tefted publickly, that he would not ^execute his*order$, 
or have any (hare in fo flagrant an ad of injifticc and op- 
^preffion, .with which the foldicrs were immediately appeafed, 
and their menaces convertcd^nto joyful acclamations. Barba 
(hewed the fincerity of his intentte^s by excufing hiihfelf to 
Velaquez for not interpofing in an afeif of fuch delicate con- 
fcquence, remonftrating u*p >n the inj^opriety of any attempts 
againft an officer* fo beloved by, his people ; and reprefeming, 
in the ftrongeft terms, the commotions excittd among the 
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Cortez 

arrives at 
Cozumel. 





S^Hm ; llfr ^ ^ *4^ imendcA 

i^ i^qiieltfdii^g wicb padMic admonitioniy that#^* 
fittfas WQ«t!4 endeavour to regaio Ceritex by adrs of fnedafliip 
genererfity/fnd rely upoivftis gratitude fer,vi^hattoul4 
be aCjCOmpUmd neither by threats, force, nor perfua^n. 

This difficulty being furmounted, Ce7:/e% divid^ his men 
intodevencompanies, embarking one in each/veflcl, ap* d 
pointed captains to each, referred to himi];lf ^^e command 
of the largeft fliip, the Cafirtafiat bcftop4dthc chief dirciSlioii 
of the artillery* on Framifeo de Orofe^ a (bldier who had dif* 
tinguifhed himfelf in Italy \ anJl appointed for his chief pilot 
Antonio de Alaminos^ the fanie perfon who had accompanied 
Cordova and Grijlava to the coaft #f Mexico^ in the expedi- 
tions recited in thefaft fe£i:ion.^^n^ drew up inftrui^ons 
for all his officer/^ ir^which heArovid^againft contingencies 
withiadmirable fagaclty, ftamped an impPMon of hi^ pri^ 
dcnc^on the minds of his foldiers, and affonjed a happy pre- 
fageof the fuccefs of the expcSiiionf from the wifdom and 
caution with which it was conc^ted. On the "“lOth day of 
February he quitted the port of the Havannahj put out to 
fea, and was foon overtaken in a dorm ; during which he 
difplayed every quality of a vigilant able commander, and 
Vas the chief inftrument in faving one of the (hips vrhich 
had loft her rudder in the tempeih The ifland of Cozumel ^ 
was the place appointed for the rendezvous of the fleet iti^ 
cafe of iepaHtion ;^and here Pedro dl Alvarado fix^ tirxweAm ^ 
This officer had been difpatched with his Ihip in fearch of 
^Diego^'OrdaZy\ovfZxAs the north coaft; but miffing his 
courfe, he ftcered for Coyumel^ and landtd near a fenall town, 
which he reitjcmbered fihce the voyage he performed with 
Grijalva, f inding it defericd, and that the Indians had fled 
farther into the country, Alvaradi imaginijjig that inadii^i in 
afoldier was wan(<of virtue, marched with a party of his 
men to furvey the country, and came to another town, which 
was lillewire deferted by the inhS.bitcnts. This he pil]aged, 
feizing upon all the provifi6ns he could find, deftroying the ^ 
idols in a temple, and defpoiiing them of all their gold oijna^ 
ments,, and whatever earner in kis way that appearal 
to be valuable?, without once recQile(5ling that he was inju- 
ring the fcrvice, by terrifying the Indians^ giving them bad 
impreffions of the Spaniards^ and fruftrating the defign of 
Cortez^ never to ufc viol^e, where good ufage and perfua- 
fton could effeft the fai™ purpofes. With this booty, and a 
fewprifoners, he retur^^d to the place of debarkation, wher^ 
he was joined the next day by Cortez and<hc fleet. Upon 
relating bis coiiduft> he was publickly cenfured by the gene- 
ral. 



rift and the were ctM^liad^lifeeK 

informed by the Indian inteiprcter MeMkff of uriiMl wd 
have before made mention,^ how diragreeable the 
done them were to Cortez^ ahd how contrary to the geher&l 
intention of the expedition, which was to cultivate friend^ 
(hip, and form alliances, with all the Indian mtions. Ail 
^ the booty ta^n by Jlvaradff^s foldiers was lilcewife reftored, 
and fome preientM^ made to the captives, in hopes that their 
account to their countrymen, of the behaviour of the Spaniards^ 
might produce an intcr^urfe^ ^ • 

CX)RTE7j now encamped for three days on the coaft, left 
his advancing further into the country might give frcfli dif- 
turbance to the natives, i^fore tHh relation of the captives 
could work the expefldS eftedi» This time he employed in 
mullering his armv^ /which h . found araou^iit^d to five hun* 
deed aiid eight foldiers, fixteen horfemen, and an huj^dred 
and nine mechaiiics, pilots, and mariners, including the crew 
of Diego d'Ordaz^ who had now joined him in confequenc^ 
of another meflage. When the muftcr was finifh^, he 
harangued the army in a lively animating fpecch, in which 
he enumerated the difficulties ^thrown in their way by the 
mahee of his enemies, the happy prefage which his triumph 
afforded, the importance of the expedition, the perils and* 

, toils which they muft expeft to encounter in the purfuit of 
riches and glory. I have no defign, fays he,^ to difoiniih 
the danger of our undertaking. We arc to expeft bloody 
‘‘ engagements^ incredible fatigues, and fuyi multitijdes of j 
“ enemies, as will require the full exertion of all your va- 
“ lour ; bi?t the glory of conqueft will be the greater. You 
have been accuftomed to fight, and to endui^ hardlhip'i in 
“ thofe iflands which you have already fubdued : our prefent 
unSertaking is of greatef importance ; we muftpurfuc it 
‘‘ with proportionable vigour, and fquarE our courage and 
refolution to the difficult of our ciiterprize. We are but 
few in number ; but€inion multiplies armies, andin our 
agreement confifts our ftrcngtli. We muft, my compa- 
'^pions* be all of one mind to refolve, anc>as one hand to 
“'Execute: our intereft^ are lihe famc^ and the gWy of 
** conqueft (hall be equally diftributed among ?he deferving. 
The valour of each individual niuft eftablifh the fecurity of 
all in general. I am yout* commander, and will be the 
firft lo hazard my life for the mea^eft of my foldiers.* Let 
it be your care lo merif my rewrej^^and rather to follow 
my "'xample than my orders. 1 £iid in myfelf a courage 
“ able to execute the nioft difficult enterprize, and fufficicnt 
to undertake the epnqueft of the whole world : my heart 

even 



^ «feti mej^k tfeiiliopc, from know not 
H eftniofilijiiary impulfe, the moft agreeable of all pre&gdi^ 
** In a word, let our profeffions be fucceed^ b}raSioo« i and 
^ let not this Vonfidcnce of/miae be reckoned temerifyt 
firtce it is fo well fupported by you, from wtorn I expm 
** that all deficiences in myfcif fliall be fupplied/' ^ 

V/mile he was thus exhorting and animating his fol^J 
diers with all the eloquence of a JuliusjQj^fy/^ notice was 
brought that the Indians began to appear^ a diftance, in fmalf 
parties, unarified ; u'hich, howevey did not prevent Cortez 
from putting himfelf in a polfbre of defence, and guaiding 
againft being jurprifed : however, the men were ranged be- ^ 
hind the lines, that they anight prefent a hoftile appear- 
ance, or difeourage the nativc^feCnifedvancing. This gra- 
dually drew thepi op, untihflme of\he more refolutc ven- 
ture^to enter the camp, wherl they WCT(?*fc kindly rqpeivcd, 
that They called to their companions to fo\ow theirs exam- 
ple. The Indians flocked now in gfcat numbers, mingled 
without fear with the Spaniards^ and beheld every thing with 
figns of wonder and amazement ; though, upon the w^holc, 
they appeared to be converfant with ftrangers, as was highly 
probable, from an idol kept in this ifland, extremely rcvc- 
Venced by the Indians of the continent. Next day Cortez 
was honoured with a vifit from the cazique, and a prefent, 
which he received with profound acknowledgments and tefti-*'^ 
monies of hft great inclination to cultivate a perpetual friend- # 
^Ihip wjth fo re|pe<Slable a prince : to which the Indian re- 
plied, *that he Jccepted the friendfhip ofFered, and would 
preferve it as a man w^hopnderftood theVaiue of tke gift. It 
was during tlys vifit, that Cortez accidentally got intelligence , 
of certain Spaniards who were detained prifoners in Tucatan^ 
fince the former expeditions to that country. He had 4!«rer- 
heard one of the Indians^ in the cazique’s retinue, repeat the 
word Ca/lilla ; and ordering the interpreter to inquire into 
the IntHans meaning, was told, «fha| his men very mucji re- 
fcmbled certain prifoners kc^t in Yucatan^ who faid they were'"" 
natives of a c<iu n try called Ci^;/7^. Upon farther* inqiiin^ 
Cortez found, that ikitcdipUve^Spanim'ds were in thehandsSm 
certain Indiatt of th*c firfl: quality, fefiding two days journey 
within the province. Heexprefled his rcrolution to the cazique 
offetting them at liberty, and wa^ advifed to attempt it by ran- 
fbm i Itft, ifviolencewcre^'ed, their neighbours migfctbg: com- 
pelled to maflacre them j^tof fear or refentment ; a caution, 
which gave Cortez% hi^ opinion of the good fenfe and po^ 
licy of the prince. Accordingly, Dkgo de Ordaz was 
ordered with bis veflel to the coafl; of Yucatan^ with a letter 

from 





ft;pm Cpriezto the prifcners, and prefejsS^fe t^eff 
which fome undertook to bring back aH; aiifi^:er ia 

eight days j but the time beinjj^exjjired, Ordlorp returned iritb^ 
Due his bufinefs, imagining that he had been deluded and 
cheated of the prefents, and that either no Spaniard was de- 



Itained at Tucafan^ or that no attempt made to' pro|tire 
his releafe. *<3 was the fource of reallbncern to Cortez % 
who» befides the pleafure of letting countrymen and chrif- 
tians at liberty, entertained great hopes from the ferviccs of 
the captives as interpreters, aslt was [wbable they muft have 
»»acquired the language of the country ; but before he bad 
quitted 6Vzz/zwz?/, he was joined J^y i\\t Indiafi meflengcrs> 
who very honourably (J^A:i*^,^ed their commiflion, though 
they were retarded b^^accid^u'S and bro»jight back with 
them the prifoner^. ';*nofe narr*e was jerem Aguilar, As 
tWs peribn was greatly inftrumcntal in the conqueft of 
icoj we fhdll give an abJlrail of his adventures. 

According to Aguilar's account ^ he had lived near eight ilecoverj 
^ears among the Indians^ having been fhipwrecked as he ^Spaniard 
was pafliing from Darien to Hi/paniola^ and efcaping vtlth detained 
twenty mpre in a long-boat, driven on the coaft of Yucatan^ pr i/oner in 
where they were carried to a country of Caribbee Indians, Yucatan* 
The plumpeft of his countrymen were facrificed to their 
c^ols, and afterwards feafted upon by the favages, while 
>hi1§‘ awn Icannefs proved the means of bis fafety. He was 
cooped tip in a cage to fatten againft the itext folemn feftival, 
before which he fortunately made his efcape;nrnd after wan- • 
dering fevcr^^l days, remote from all fettlements, without 
any other nourifhmcnt than herbs and roots, jfell into the 
*^ands of certain Indims, wTio prefented him to the r cazique. 


by wbxjm, after fome feverepfage, and trials of his patience 
and ' ability, he was raifed to the highefl# offices, and the 
command of armies He had obtained feveral victories over 


the enemies of the caziquj, and acquired fuch power arj po- 
pularity, that at the timw the Indian meflengers arrived with 
his ranforu, he was in a condition fo demandj^his liberty as 
tlfc^ueward of his cxtraorduiary fcrvices. 

While th^ Indian meflengers were employed*pt the court 
pf thecazique, and trcating*for thej-eleafe of Aguilar^ Cortez 
wus not idle. He marched with his whole army to take ^ 
view of fhejfland ; rather wit1i deCgn to preferve difeipline, 
and keep the foldiers in adion, than* from any apprchenfion 
of an attack from the native^, who feetwd extremely delight- 
ed with the behay;iour of the S^anUrds, He dffluaded his 
men from bffering violence, by reprefenting the poverty of 
the people, which could afford no temptation to break 

through 




' ' mhry ^ Amcilca. 

tbmrgll of difcipline^ and tho hw$ of iiofp?*t 

taticy« Ho told theni» thathere^chty were to ftamp that 

of their charaSers, i^»ch muft ftrongly jinfluetice 
the fuccefs of alV their future mdertakings, as the reputation 
they acquired in Cozumel would foon be diffufed oVer the 
Ooqiinent ; and he concluded with obferving, that the fame j 
of ^eir integrity, i||umanity, and generofity^ would pro-* 
mote theii intereft, and extend their conqueftsj^ore power- 
fully than the fword. He fufleied them, however, to barter 
trinkets with the Indiajfs in cxjghange for gold and provifions, 
by which m'*ans the army was abundantly fupplied with all^ 
the neceffati^ which the country afFordea. Cortez likcwife^ 
viiited the ten-ple the Tupreinal^ol j and was aftonilhed 
to find the architefture not d|[^^abl1|^ The idol was a hu- 
man figure of ^teA*ible afpeft ; and^yj^ed, this circum- 
ftanjlp of dcfoiniity was religioufly obferv^ among tiie divi- 
nities' of all degrees wor(hipped«by th ignorant pcopTe, The 
ifland is faid to have taken the name of Cozumel from this 


great idol, fo much revered by all the adjacent nations, and 
particularly in Mexico^ from which the ifland is fituated only at 
the diftance of a few leagues. The temple was crowded with 
Jndians^ in themidft of whom ftood a priefl, diftinguiflied by a 
part of a covering juft fufficient to hide his nakednefs, who 
icemed to be exhorting the audlcnccjand preaching with an cm-^ 
phatic tone^and aftion, extremely ridiculous to the Spamar/!t 
Cortez took this opjK)rtunity of inftrudting the caz'^que in TulIi/ 
\ pointy of thc^ftrincs of chriftianity, as he imagined were 
beft fuited to his capacity. He demonftrated to him the ab- 
furdltyof his own religion, and made fo deep dh impreflion 
on the mind fl this prince, that, inftead of returning an anfr'*-^ * 
he defired to confult with the prieft and people. But it was 
not fo cafy to fatisfy the mind df the prv^ft, who perdB* ing 
that his intereft vJas deeply concerned in fupporting the im- 
pofture, made loud outcries againft all innovation, and 
threafened the reformers with thd vengeance of then gods, 
Hefroys \f jhey did not immediatefy dcfift froiT) lo impious a defignl ' 
^however, tbefoldiers overturmng the altar, and deTaciiHy|^ 
tire ifland- Indians l^egan to \'9ondei®that the gods did nat*Tu- 

terpofe ; tlfty beheld the heavens were ftill fercoc, that the 
promifed vengeance was* delayed, and foon changed jtheir 
adoration into contempt for^thofe gods, who, not being 
able fo vindicate thcmfclvcs, could afford but JTIttl^ protec- 
tion to their votaries^ Upon tfys the Spaniards erefted an 
altar, on which they^^ced the image of the virgin Mary^ 
and fixed a crofs at the entrance of the tcrri}>Ie, and, thinking 
they had by this a6l exhibited full proofs of the truths of re- 
velation, 



* ’ ' If li ? 

rbe '• jt#"' 

Vf^aticmt departed^ leaving the Mtker te 
ment at die wonders they faw wrought. 

fiy the 4 th of March the troops being embarkedj^ 
failed with his'^whole fie^l^imStlyX^r the cdaft of 
and doubling Cape Catoche^ arrived fafc in the river of <?ri- , 

Jalva^ where he expelled to meet with the fame kind «• 
option from the Indians of Tabafcoy which the Spaniards mtt 
with in the late expedition- The gold likewife brought uom ^ 
that country, n-.ade the foldiers extremely ea^neft in their 
folicitations for leave to go on^ore ; ^nd C&rtez determined 
to comply, as this he hop ed wgu l^ethe means^f eftablifli- 
^ng a firm alliance with tEt natives. His intMtion, how- 
ever, was only to makc^^ Thort flay in TabaJeJ^his thoughts 
being ^olly bent in pji)ccedi«wX to the capital of Mexico ; 
the accouq^t of whirb given by^^*^/7tfA2nd l^Oi^dians ex- 
cited bah his cu. lofity and ambition, Skirmiihing inVhe ^ 
province^', could only fcjve to weaken hi^ army, and dirnmlffl^*^ 
the number of his troops, which ihould be referved whole, 
and entire for the moft difficult enterpriJw : befides, the rc- 
duflion of TabafeOi'^^ni. other remote provinces, would coin- 
tribute little towanb the conqueft of Mexico \ the great 
ftrength of which was in the capital, and towards the heart of • 
the empire ; yet he rrfolvcd to gratify the ioldiers, and ac- 
^rdingly proceeded tp make the beft%)f his wiy againft the 
dft^nt, when a multitude of canoes was obfera^ed to line 
IJJA fidcs of the river, filled with men vompletejy armed^ 
and giving tokens of hoftile intentions. Corte/c^ivmcaA in ^ 

^lofc order in his boats^ ordering that none ihould fire until 
he was comrifanded ; and as foon as* he ancho^d within a 
diftance, Jguilar found that he underfto^ their lan- 
^Ul^e, and acquainted the geneial^ that the cries of the In^ 
diatSd^xe menaces and declai^tions of war, pnlefs he return- 
ed to t^ Ihips. Jguilar was diredled to advance in one of the 
boats, with proper propofals^^ but he foon returned wijji an 
account, that the /n^iWwere ob^inate in their refolution 
■RTdefend the mouth of tne river, and had even infolcntly re- 
fufed^ he*arkcn to his propofals. Herrera^ indeed, gives an 
invl«ous turn to Cortez's fthavidkr on thi» occafion, by af- 
firming, that the Indians only oppofed his landingln a hoftile 
mannpr, and that they fupplied him plentifully with provi- 
lions ; which is denied by De foUsy ^whofe relation is cqfro*v 
"ioreted by tffe teftimony of Diaz del Cajiilloy who was pre-? 

Vent in the expediffon. According to fie Solisy Cortez 
^Verfe to a war, becaufe it could bring* him no advantage, 

^nd muft ncccflariiy retard his voyage ; but perceiving that 
now engaged in altercation, he thought it might hurt 
^ ^ ^ him 



ibltiWst if be fufiered ti& iti&ldiei' 
of (he it#|^amto paft unpuniihed. However, after makii^ 
f tl preparaiions for farcing the enemy, be feni 

Jgmkr a^ itcend time, w;jth anri aflurances, that be 

, had nothing in* view but friendly intentions and the mutual 
adv^nta^ of both parties, which were anfwcrcd by a fignal • 
to a^ack. Cortez had drawn up his fleet of boats in the form ^ 
- of acicfccnt, towards which the advanced with the 
power of ihc curient j and when they were within a proper 
diftance, poured fuch -,4 flight,pf arrows, as greatly embar- 
rafled the Sp^imar'ds to wat^ofF, even with the beft of their 
fliields and wotion cloths ;**buf "having fuftained the firft" 
charge, theyufetufiicd it with a which affonilhed and 

broke the /wi/Wrihc canog^ retirin^'^ with great precipita- 
tion, and a^ iice ^^aflagc for \^ht: boats to advance. 

. Maily were fo terrified with the fmoke, hi^r, and r.^oif'j of the 
"'sflS^STquetry, and witi^ -/«c death of ^their companio/fs, that, ^ 
imagining the heavers were falling, they plunged into the 
water. In confequ/nce of this advantage, the boats put to 
fhoie, and the troops began to debark iji‘ a fituation fo in- 
convenient, that the Indians recovered tj.eir fpirits, and re- 
,ncwed the attack, while the were almoft entirely 

engaged in diftntargling themftlves from bufhes, bnars, 
and matihes, in which rhey funk to the^cnees. The flights of 
arrows flhottby the incrcafed the difficulty, and 
dered the circumftances of C&r/^’z extremely critical; 

^cver, chis vahr^ and conduft at laft tiiumpbed. By blis 
voice and example he a» tmated his mei^, and wh^out ceafing 
to mainiain his fire, dr€.w up one line, which fflppqited the 
attack uniil^ereft were formed in battalia, and in a toV* 
tion to cover the debarkation of the remainder of an hunurri* 
men, under Alonzo A Avila ^ to '^attack the towm of VtS’g^/o 5 
and as foon as the landing was compleated, he fell up^n the 
incredible multitude of his enemies wdth fuch impetuofity and 
addreis, that they yielded t^thcdiocl'^ allowed him to p^'fs the 
marfhes unmolcfted, and concealed tll^mfelves in biilhes anu 
thickets. The party under ir Avila had likewife g/('cn‘^hem 
the alirm, ^nd cOjOtributedi to ib^ir defeat, as appeare#^>y . 
the fwarms who purfued him, and flew to the defence of the 
city» upon which they iniagined he had defigns. This^fur- 
nilhed Cortez with an opportuiiity of advancing, without fear, 
to theaffiftance of the detachment, which he performed VMkii 
fuch celeriiy, that be arrived at Xabafco before D' Avila, anrl 
having joined that ofifo;:;;:, gave immediate orders for an ; 
fault, before the Indians mould have timS to recover from , 
their panic, or to reaiTemble their fcattered troop$» Let 



ttiftory of ' 

U* follow J:he vi^ory, cried he, befol’e tbefe ^airbarlarii . 
forg" t their cuftom oF flying before os, or our delay give 


H 


t*K‘ini nnnt^ 


t heiT^yi^ s, ar 

** e<l (pints . fworij, and led the 

attack. The town was fortified with long flakes, fixj*d deep 
(in the ground, in the manner of pillifadoes, and f(r^p!nTl|ll/ 
that the Indians had room to difeharge their arrows at 
intervals. It had no ourwo-ks ; but at the joining of theij!ffcle7^ 
the extremity of one linectwered the opening in the othei[« 
and compofed a narrow ferpennioe ftrett; rcfembling a fpiral 
iine, d< fended by at th|fcntranCes** 

^ri^is was an c^perreme commodious jjefi 
as wefiCLufed by the Indians ; and it gi 
Sj^anifK^aS^o^ though i. was nt^sitoof 
the refinerm< nts in military ; 

Ytt IK) ^jf^ultjes could reftft th 
they gained \he foot of tie rarliparty flvfifr a cloud of 
th at daikencd T^e (ky, an 1 kept up fopetpetual a fire througlx 
the intervals, tha^ht* defer tVeir pofls, gavi 
foldiers .in opportuilty o! cutting open a pafiage in the 


and recall their fcattcr- < 



T of the Spaniards ; 

arrotWfci^ 


and purfumg to 


tP 

Indiana ufed their IJ 
werc^feated and difJ 
tardjff the conquerq 
je woods, that 
from ihcir fatigue, 
luiitA for peace. In this 



Reiucii 


town, whpt|,._ 
a fliort refiflance 


very heait of the 
I efforts; but after 

bifed, Takijlo being yielded as the re- ^ f ^ , 
rs. Nor wou^Corfez purfue 

might give his army tinK to rcco- ^.cjjgrsett^ 
and the enemy shi oapojj^ntty of 
adlion fourteen Sftfhiards ¥:erc f 
none Jlain ; whereas the flaughter of the 
en\^*nm was cfiri^fidtfrJble, and their v#ounded fuenofed to be 
ninnerous, though they carried them it bemg 
jjf honour with the hidianSy not to -fuffer ihofc who 
hav^diecn maimed hi adion to fall into ij^e hands of the 
enemy. However, the redudioii ofTnbaf,) was of no other 
value than that it furnifhcckthe troops with abundii^e of 
4^ov!l71)n, the hihnns Mving reqjovcd tiieir families, and 
moff xaliyble effects, «fore the aflault commenced (B). 

night the Spaniards took up their quarters in three 
"tuples, fuuatcd near that part (5^ tl:e cov^in wh^^rc ijity bft 

the recital of this af> whil% he was treating of peace? 

'fair, Herrra diflrrs, as ufoal, ^ithjthe Indians: but he feems 
t not only in the either to be prejudiced agpiinft 

Vulars of the yQlon, but or at kil to have bor- 

irefpe^l to the condud tl)f rowxd h]|s*relau/n from the ene* 
frM. If wemay^crcdit him, niics^ thn extraordinary per** 
the Spanijh hero behaved f^rfage. Ike, ii. lib, ii. c, iv# 
fieacheroull^/, furprifing I 
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ti , . The Hlflory of Amcri^. 

‘ engaged j and Cortez kept as ftridl watch^i as if he had 
rienced veterans to deal wrh, and a general who knew hovr 
^ to profit hy ^ery opport^j^. Next country ap- 

peared defertcu, and itfund tl?e^^ivT;JlC’Vir 3 e oY the horizon 
* nojjijinglc liuman figure appeared. The adjacent woods 
^re fearched, and found to be equally folitary and abaniLi 
; yet CorteZy apprehenfive of (ome firatagem, did not 
thinl^it advifable to difcontinuc his ufual caution. The very 
Sx'traordlLna^y lilence that reigned over the whole country 
raifed his fufpicions.;* which^cre farther confirmed by the 
defertion MdehioA he carried with hkn 

rvefo»2^n intemret;sr. In this uncertainty he detached 
jtlvai^do 2L^i^FK?^*^'ffL0 de LugOy each with an hund;;^d mcn» 
to exXt;»ine t^ CQupirjr narrowly, with di^dions, if 
they fodi.'^A^i army^in ^.ic field, to return with all expedition 
r^fjjheir quarters, i*'" ./rider to avoid engaging Jitlj,' unet}ual 
‘^rumbers. After Ir^f/e niore'*than sn hour*s nlrch, de Lugo 
w?s furrounded by a mrulfitude of Indians^ j{o attacked him 
with'Vo rf/uch fury, that he \vas forced to draw 
'^Po^his men in a fquare, prefenting a pfjint every way ; but 
aV*:nc enemy were continually increaSng, he muft, in the 
ends have funk under the weight of'numbers, had not AU 
varadof upon bearing the noife of firt -arms, come feafonably 
to his relief. Alva:uHo fell upon thc^ car of the Indi^'^^ wi» J; 
great impetuofity \ and they, furpri 4 d ?r this fuddea\"’’^i'ft 
foon opr/teAhicifa pafiage to ele Lugo^ and retreated, ^ 
holfrever, tUtre was a numerous body that oppofed th*^ \: 
treat of the Spaniards to their quarteri, as 
dered. ^king breadth, therefore, tiicy atta^^c*! the 
enemy v^tn fo much refolution, that they broke ibc^V 
through, although continually expefed to their ' 

fometimes alnvoft borne dow^n with ifumbcrs, 
the Spaniards faced about, the Indians retreated ; '^nd the 
moment they faw the foldieis again begin their march, re- 
newed their attack with the faml^afionifhing celerfty. At 
laft CorteZy^ who had been advertiftd of Lug^s ^iftrefs by V 
Cul^a Indian difpatched by Alvar^diy came up with rc- 
maifWfr cf the ^forces ; j^d he was no fooncr difeoverW-h;" 
the enemy, than they hahe^d, giving the two captains leifurc 
to join the main body, "yhey divided into fmall piattics, 
yef ftill mainpamed a Koftile^ppearance ; though Cortez^ r\nr ' 
caring to w^fte his ftrength in fkirmii^es, retreafed - 

quarters, to >^akc trarc of the weunded, of whom thcry' 
eleven; a numbcr%f great importance, confiderinj^-^^t- 
Iknder ftrengtlr of the Sifhole army. tJpon examining the 
prifoners who were takei^pon this occafion* it was found, 

that 



fie tiiftory of Ameri^i.' ^ 

that the Indians efcjil ied their obftinacy upan the aflurance* \ 
of the deferter )Uelchi^, that i\)s Spaniards were but a hand-» \ 
fuU that not^ and that their fire-arms^ • 

which they dr«dful^hkrt they • 

imagined. It was upon the ttrength of his aflevera tioos thy g^ 
lhad ventured to attack de Lugo ; and Cortex afterwards leap- 
cd that the barbariatis, whom Melchior had perfuaded tqjplaiit 
a«n#Hiaving a fecond time failed in their attempt, revenged • 
the advjfer of the war^ bv^13cnfcijoig-dlf»OT^ 
their idols. The prifoners aUff relatecy that all the caziques 
the a ijacent provih?^’»'^r,e‘„^Miiliiited to th^ffiftance 
of Tabafeo^ and that next cfeiy \vt ry jy:^erful 


an'embled, of which the b 
Lugo wa^nlv afmall detachmeftSk 
Upon t\is intelligence Cortez 
cifal o$C(\s. He laid before uJi? 
wiiich they 
to deftroy 


.couhe 


fcl^pon 


IIS prin- 


engaged, tfSe preprfi^tions of the Indif 
and the inequa1it]^«^hcir own numlj 
concealing nothllW from them of VhjJ the prifonersf 
declared. He thenVxpatiated upon the glory of overcc 
iuch multitudes, t\ir own ^ experience and valour, ’S 
naked nefs and fimplu^y of their enemies 5 but above 
infille^ upo/i the ill-( 


any f)'iipton 


fhe 

he • 

bnfequences that might flow frodf dif- 
i of fear at the tilNtaces ot thofe barba- 
^ ^,^_^ be N^ofe triumph fpread asTar as 

to the great prejudice of thetr repuntie^^ldb^tter of 
importance, as thQr rnuft cxpeiS^o co^uer thaf vaft 
r^^usation of invincible valour than by dint 
>is. lif^ihirripl^nion, thciefore, they oujifit cither to 
Hon all thob^ts of the enterprizc againft 
fc«^sa5B5r"®Ui^farther th^ had eftabiifbed peace with the 
up^ thelnoft hof^rable conditions, of wholly 
fubdt|6d the province. This,\iowcvcr, he urged was only 
his own opinion, which hc«would willingly fubmit the 
.,*jfcr't>nTents of the couned/ There appeared fo much modefty, 
difcrej^ir^ artd good Wenfe in the general’s fppech, that all 
ui^lWmioufly agreed, it ^was then impoflibla to quk their 
'TJf^Tent fltuation until they had cV^ifed oPconVucr^d^e in- 
► habitants, without giving the n'^^es unfavouMie impref- 
fions, which might blaft all th^fiiture pmjeiSs.f/ This refo- 
' ation jufti^cd Cortez in his meaGr? 5 ?^;'"i^UlJi/’accorc]jn^^ 
eeded to makjf the necdlKy prepraiion.^or giving thc^ 
a warm reception •next mornifig. he wounded 
P carried on b^ard, Ihe hor jr^Hnded, «hc artillery got 
readinefs, and fuch fpirits wede infuf^ into the troopiy 



as prefageJ a ha^ipy iitue to the 


Ipcflcd 


ngagement. Com- 
in:uii>£ 



*4 


- fhe Hijtery of Amer^a. 
fmitting the infantry to the care of Di^^He Ofdaz, CorteA 
.* marched with the few horfr in his arlny in the front, kcep- 
ing pace with his artiller^jjg^h with 

J CTcat dif^cultjj, becau'rt''tTie gr??!luu',J’as Doggy and uneven. 
t:h55,,n)orning, mals was pei formed with gieat devotion«|i 
alfefi^ious ceremony which C^r/^z never omitted, from 3 
that piety, inftead of inervating, infpircd refolu- 
' iion 'Sid valour, by rendciing the foldicts lefs afraid-^ v-f ehc 
jf. ^e, advanced to the V, -•^rj^rd- 

ing to the informati^li of tlfe pnfoners, the ene^nies forcfe# 
jkverc to afl'fmble. ?/v^hw'‘diftancc of two mika 



therj 


iJ'Iiad V^i^^^jcheld, flretching fo fa^» from fight 
that tn*e -P^‘^buld not t^nVe in both^ cy’^rcmihes. 
^eir weapons wer^'oows anS arrovs, the bo' '-ftiings being 
j Ic of the tendon^'v^f Beafls, or thongs of deer- 

and their ar/w^ armed with bongl ground fliarp, or 
ed fifti-hon s ; for the Induim vvi^.e all unacquainted 


iirdian 

andman- ^ a. ar/w^^armed with bon{.^ 

fifti-hon s; for the Indians vvj^.e 
w;^^the ufe of iron. They ufed alfo darts, jvhich they 
mJwged according to occaiions, cither as apikc or javelin. 



Some dfubs, poin ed wit’^ flints, and gicat nu^* 

bers^'ufed flin^, wJV? which tbev^t’:irew ftones ^:th ' 

ftrength and de.vtcrity ; but the /lingers for 5^ “ ate 

corps, det^^ed from cne main army. viefenfnw *^ms, 

which only wore by commandei; aivJ'jperfons of 
tion, they confiftcd of quilted- cot' Jr*/ ^rmouj 
and ftiields of wood or tortoiff /licll, adornei^ich’*pj^^<^s of 
gold or copper. All paintcc their faces in the day o*i,a£tion 
in the moft frightful manner, ^Jvith defign to render ihcm- 
felves terrible, as Tadtus rcmarl^i«^of a certain people 
Germany ; ohfervirig, that an impre'ilian ki the the 

firft [lep to vj/^lory ; or, in^iis ccr^ife manner, Nam pn^d in 
emnt^u^ ^Tf^pis o^?di vinf 'Fheir heads were adorned 

with highi^rfumes of tJ^hich made them look taller, ‘ 

and gave 'gwem a^vsry mani^ appearance. To anirrrate the 
men, the)W^d^iir^rren^ kinds of ur.ufual W2y:!il<^ inflri^ 
ments, witlK which they like wife made '^jgnals for atta 

and founded retre&t ^ 

ihells, and a knd of 


fuch as* flutes made of cane 
ms mad^/' uc ofjthe trunks o 



and fo hollowed, to yi^d a very harfli difagreeable found" 
upon being beat wi h a The Jndiari,Md fcarce any 

order 




fac/^ 
lit \%hili 




fnot 


'"he 'Hifioty of America. } 

order of battljT i^^pt that a corps for tRe relief of the main| 
army was alwibs "rcferved. This was the only precaution! 
taken, ther^fc^ne neither linf^fcrmed, divifions made! nor^ 
ports afTjgnfd. hclhou^t proper^ 

and the whole engaged in fuch a tumultuoifs maJtner 
down each other, and frequently funk ufl< 
own weight and diforJer. Their firft onfots were 
ja ad^^ ccomnanied with cries, intended for the double 

5nd difpiritin 

troops o/eveTy^ovince we^ie led heir proper cazique ; 
^f/d allhr.ugh therd^^^ ’'ind or.(i*.^l^dination liftablifted 

I e in bittle, eii^y man 
is own arm, hh 
f that noT'V^rufhjfa nkc 
nd feemed uT* * “ 
attack beg 

|j>ort on an cnJCvA^hce, where hi 
could do execution, by pi 
c, and rwrcp“*n$^^^T crouds at a 
ms firrt rtaot tficir arrows, and, 
h impetuofity, that the Spnnim\ 

:m witii their fire-arms and end;.-, 
wcT hs, while the cannon n\: 
eminence, dtS^^vina, v.’rude iompa 
^hcvpu|\fjj^n1fa crouds. Yet w^ne the /V^/VrlTlo oL- 

a innre,' that, Tnrtead o| retrea^jj?*^, ihe)T!»^J|^ hg^lhils of 
Lrt in tftc air to conc^l thdfr adJSWtd with re- 

infonjuci^TtfSt Dicf^o who com- 

and behaved w^th the ^allnntrr, 

kh| infinite fuperiority of nunibers, had 
feafon^itf.fflen uprm the rear of the wiemy wi:h 
tireakinf-HJirfeiii^ the thickclj c;ouis, 

g under the feet of his horres 

thofe"^ naked wretches, who^\veie feized with :) pr.nic upnn 
the fit ft Lippcarance of fo^extr^ord^nury an animal ; taking the 
Uorf^nd rider tljjrf.imc creature, agree able to the poe- 
tiQ^lTdea'the ancients entltaincd of the C'’nta7a\ Dirr^: ob- 
the diforder and cnc|Tiy,y^r.e^^Arch all 

his ftrength, and prefied i^rClJ^fo much vij 
vaft multitude ftu^tuatedjjlkgfi^'iwlitc: of thj 

jean to th^ rear, andyi( ^ 

idretl fiain upon^e field, ^mdltitude 
were not abre to carry off*, and more 
r KBkiarti^ thought proplrt^-^cizi 
,/ith a few to fcf a n^j|SciatiorA 
inonftrate to 

y"' 


1 recour 

d: 


\ 

rfe to theirJ 
rer ygm th| 


P'/nvi irr eigb.t 
jnded, whom 


thcrnfilv'cs 

fo P'li 

ufage thev j ccr 

o it 




Thf ffifiofy of y 

that vhc Sp4fmctrds hurboureJ no unfrienaivvjd^gns againft 
tfoe Oi \\\c ^paniardsy two foldreraf were killed, 

^!ind jLventy woijnded, but n^^dangernufly; whole* 

tjjis w\9 the greateft ^ Spaniards 
'Ammcg ant/ the more extraordinary, as ii was gamed 
of men over army of forty thoufand bar^* 4 -’ 
fgnorant, indeed, of the ait of war, but extremely oh- 
I ' brave. It juftly rai'ed the reputation of Corte^ 

dilplayeJ courage, 

' every ot ip^; quail of a great otmTmSii^ei, til 

jefsat 0‘ U|^ a multitu^ 5»f Indtam appear^W 
Kir^rdinYy, thatg{Titersof tnc/c d<,ys thought thc^ 
liift to gam belief, and ther^tlr.A 

i -elate, AT ' ^ ^oftle appeared mounte«^pon a 

bon^^ ar'fo^'lp^ <t ^erattly the Spanla)fs. 

A I day artjpr Cortez ordered rhe ^ 

rSght LcjoVe irfnSf mongc*vhi?m^ were fon^ 

■*]J*^Aion. 'I hey dhcov^ti'^d in their faces (yjjj^Ptoins ol the 
Xa ’ft fear, imagifxi i^they were to ihced to the 

agreeable to tft<? inhuman practice f<tr the r own coun- 
try-k‘^Iow great then was their furprife^^o find ihcmielves 
treadP/ with the utmoft refperit, and fet libeity,. With pre 


orers t^^ 
p^'rtons of 



cahon 
\thc prifo 


the Spanijh quarters 
vifion^, dc'hgn^^her 


;d to iv^rrue policy; ro| li rtnv nou'^s arrt*^ 
t-'cn rdcaf^ ^CHii/i » of Indians ^amc 
fowls, 


lig n^g^h ere b)»f > facilitate ih^iC ^'/Toajf ^ 
the C 2 Z que d^abajeo was trying to dlaf' , ^ ’ 

cn^bafTv cai^ with propolals of pe^ 
giving audience, bccaufe he 

the perfons emploj^cJ in ^his m^er 

fort ; whereas ii wa> cuflomar/Vith \lie%di2fns to iend Vien 
of fig Life and Oifiindion upon e^nbaffies. He bid the inier- 
preter acquaint the Indians^ "1 hat ir^heir cazique wis de-' 
firous of his^friendlhip, he multf folicit rf**"with fho^4^p- 
rpefjj^and de^'^ency : ” beli^Mng^i^h'at pundlilio was nec:!^ 
and ?.^fcj*upulous ins own dignity cfTenti-il to 


fary 

keep up thd 
which he hal^endr 
fid in*ihc t Cot 


upuji/uA jcfe'a; viwu 

lEr^xalted ide-WT'I’^t* pe^; n and fhara<3eri 
al^endr " V'J’u^d' Ind ans* It a 


p5 was righV^in 


, with 
It appear- 
his *jud^ 


Strangers cftim^te mc,n in proportion to tfte value they 
on th' mfclxes. ^-f'he c.mquft apo^>grzed for his error, 
Repaired it i y fenJ/fog thiri^^erfiirrs i^ better quality, adorr>^ 
f;d with plumes of ^^athersnnd jevyci^;,^.and followed by 
^ numerous 



ybe Hiftory of 

fiameroas train^ith prefentsof all mann^^^p^Uton^tWao 
foiicited an aiwiehce with great formality: CoHiz granted i 
their requeft, a\(f, attended by ^11 his principal officers, db- I 
ceived ^n^*^avity. The ambaiT^rs | 

advanced with profoand^iiumiffioif^^nd haiing |^rfmed 
with burnt I'WTW '^nime^ a rcfin cxfuding'fronr)* tiy||g 
,and other fragrant fcents, they tiejuiter/ 
their inftructions, apologized for the laft attack) C3$rcj^ 

gr^at regard for Corte%^ and^ intreated.^gp^^i^^ 
upon fuch terpfis^'’^* 

raljipourwhink pnmcr. CortA^ afte^^eprcf^tj^ng ro them 
reHnipiudcncc of the C<izique’s the vaiuty of all at^ 

*TSliiii|Dts to oppofe the Spaniards by forcewjf arm§,fthe i 
benefi^^jiich would refult from a frien^^ly^inty 

his finccrti^defire to cultivate 

granted j^hc'r requeft, and.^ftrr of ( 

ot g?arS)iDea’\s, and other trifles, difm.^ 1^^1 _ 

delighted wit\. the fucc^ft o"t* their C&in^iffion, ana — 
with fentimcnthN^ the deepeft venei*ation for Cortez^ 
they deemed littl&dnferior to a divihiU:. On the day 
lowing the cazique^fe perfon, attended by a numerous tj 
honoured Spant^ with a vifit, and made him fe 


prefents ofi 



prot^ations of rcc^roc^I -f-'^^ndlKTpi" 
of the interpreter 


ne coftbn, beautiful plumes of 
of low gold, more valuable ■* 
the metah-^^©i8^as much 
conspli 



veW^tP 4fPP’y of\ngiiagc, 

'IVn&ft TfieNl^a gjivt^ortezli proof of 

his fiijfeerity, byi>pt4 fubje£ts to return with their 
families to Tabafeo^ and ufe tkffr utmoft endeavours to grove 
sable to the ffr«tagg:S|Jand»acvoiiQmodate them with 


whau^rahey 
refijjrd paflTed, and the 
twenty women (killed in d 
Indian wheat, among whf nf 
frOeauty ; who was aft^f? 

" aryl-pjpved hiaSly ^ 
fe of the conqj^ft (C 


irorf, Some other teftimon'cs of mutual 
ique made C^r/^ja prefent of 
eat ar^ b^in 
of (uperi 
the n 



d of 
aJity and 
e of iWit- 
\rds in the 


p 

As we may Jnd fn^iiypflir' 


9 Ccafion to mentionj^JSdy io 


Aft£R, 
four relation, it 
finproper to make 
a. the 







feaiLSsT9 


fhe Biliory of Ainerlca.\ 

'TTEE tKii Cort^ cmbarlced his troops, 
his departure, and fcc iail on the Mojifi 
h following 

'% qriuntiy 7ira^uas^ 'finecT 

’/ a!v''Jj5ir^he .fleet The Indimis fpoke a language wh jrir 
^ not unJerftand j but fortunately 

/w” ranger*.o their tongue, and ftie told the inuipreier 
Alexican^ and dc fired audienc^l^^,^'^! 
' J^rTv^uerv Hvc governor ol thcU/pf:A4nej^r**S^ 

Ki^c% and admii^eAo 

.u .. d:'jl -J-. rX.v 


pilots preft 
lucceeding 
fj^oaft to the wc</waid, and ar- 
canoes, 
i^ith men, came out 


'•lifitv, iiTu -every ' 

thedefsat offf biou,ihton-bo_ 

Minted i;iin, tbrit'* Piipatoe and' 


*, *^Uvc 


f gpJULJ 

/^Njext day*attfy:Ji; 

' ucia'*.; mr 

>» 



d the Other cap aingenei^i^' 
Motezmna^ JrJii lent 
'oi»jJt''.i&|?iat tiefi^n the cotnmanjjor of that 
^ft, and to offer him wf^; lucconr 
o , -.-F requi^f^e to pt.uble him po c-nitinue 
voyage.” T-Hey icfpcctitilly receipt'd hy Cortez^ 
•prefented them with fome baubles, xc^ij then lejilitd, 
[afdt he came in a friendly manner t-ftfeat of fome af- 
Is of the laft importance to their pri<),£.e and all his em- 
, «; for which purpofe he dcfired 4 interview wish th( 

governors, and biped he (houltx meet '?'/>, fhe fame 
trc.itment/hcwn to fome w,f his rr.ci.'o^iV; a th- 
.1 before.” Cr „'”tti'fn inquiieilhn,indmf 

hi^..crnmr; , ’ ^■>’1 

rdairthefauidaj:ifi«;1f^ah.>^ 

, afladors to mm, trcdrrfiiifed 

the reader^cquainted with her 7a-i:k, pn^f^ptrfons of 
parentage and adventures. Ac- 

^e, and thereby 


cording to Antonio Ae Solis, (he 

ErttTorof Vved highfv ufeiul a, acheck 

«Dof rat of r^r; Vpo?*^^..;V«r Befides, (he foo|L 



ifiprKor? II r.V"*-* weckjfeto S’ei*; 


.^'“-CtdenL eiihc 


pniil by a fre;]i 

% - 


an^ey^-wimefs of alh that, 
lic^ : / (anfaiH^^d in Mexico ^ 


C. xxu 

Vt. 

■»' .. 


Witit 



pfpvifvin, 
jnd^ orn'cr in 



, ^ht Hifiary 

•ith their recc 7 Cft>n. Next day he landejji, iwidl feWflV© 
p.'^nies of folJi^rrs) dnd ordered the horfciii and artlllety t( 
^L^r^hwlth brouVht afliorc, intffidin'g to fortify a cam 
cafe of a fudrd^n were cut for mafctn 

trenchments, and barrackb built tv^ade tJie foljjie 
— “J^ntenfenefs of the fun’s beams; while th^.cann* 

> c ommand all the furroundfng 
7fii/il/7cccJvi!fki^^/ez'‘s meflage with 
H^nd fent a detachment ^ 

in 'Jjeir^ork, ancLriuM^lv the 

alw the vitoy of alU 
with the bougl^^/^;^ arjuf arm$»ythc 

kav5i*r “b\the y^jrA7Vfl;7J. 

Workmen that ji^t ncral "^xei^e „ . .. - - 

rable l^dy’^of force witlJ^l^ich 

cltabhufing •*hc empe^«t'5 hor itV Y i.’ 

vinre lately \pnquerccH Jhttv^^t PUp^e w^s 
magiftrate : h5V;ever it was perceived, notwithltandin^ all 
the external appea juices of hofpitality, that the greaf 
taken to fuppiv t^c^p^niards with necelTaries, and to 
by every p^ible mciiod, was not unnaixed with felfifl.| 
fider.itiotvCrWjfice aVd fear, fuppofed to arife from 
Qor^ «f^t'' *^^y.iccers ajj Tdbtdfco. Th^ forces of this pr^i? 

nun|ber to defeated ; f 

(.y^V-^of^he gove reeoud 


• ^epofljyJnte tou riband 

7e^s tn of the.TijF/’^^^v-.- 

fl(^S of^ftS I 


rlltlCS, 


1 ojder to ollige jjy '.wrc th* 
refill. In a fe\ da'^. c 


^ =^^i^ni fic c|jil^a»tenjance to'vifit Cortez'f ^nd he received 
^te^fluch an eS't^lf inj the his oai^iers and fol- 

d ' wi'inlinents bcinlover,. C^r/rz defired the 


I A«aj 


[inents bcin/over,. Corttz^efirei the 
Ibrs, that, before he in- 
voyage»> he muft comply 

land recommend to the God 

of a’l other gods the fuccefs^f his pKpofition ; upon^which 
4he indum chiefs weiV^^”/* j^leci into » part of the barracks 


-^he inaum cMicls wef^^.^n/’J;::teci intoli part i 

a<i alt*r»^-#nd<:rofr|bad been ere£tcd, jnd which had 
byn referved for the pi 4 P?ufe®^of a chapel, ^i^Herc m^ifs was 


celebrated, Indians 

aftonilhmcnf and devotion 

^ - 


clilded, the governor^, 
brs, they wd^ < 


en ^rt3in< 


irt^Tip which circu^ftances 
he told them in a firm 



d liftening 
WVdivine ferlijr 


air of 
was con- 


eral’s quar- 
^^unda^ceand 
repaft being 

^ - - - -* m - 7:w^y interpret 

^vio, That hj cam# higher wirj the grea. empe-* 

^or ^Jotezuma^ oj^^ic pait C'^i^os of Jujiria^ mo- 

^ ^ “ OMCll 



[d admit, 
ic of jfoice^ 




The Hijtory if America; , 

krchof tbe^eaft, /ronccrning aflFairs of grcSt importance^ 
pt only to his own perfon and condition, ' but Jikewifc to 
welfare of all his ; for executing which it 

L abfoluielV ncceffary before his royal 

^rel\nc^ tojphich lie hoped he might be admitted with 
aI tHx, Qh’J^,and refpea due to the greatnefs of the kio^jp 
Vs iC:*''i?r. Ibis requeft produced an extraq/di^^y ef- 
gbr aernors ; they changed calJur, and feemed 
xtr/J.uC^v iConccrlVd ; but before they /tiiurjDcd an aii{we^ 
Teutile orOreftlfl ^^hich he i/iad ^rovidejPCrvT^sW 

brought in, 'kn^rinmcdiatefought on-b thij/y /;;//.‘£7/2pappe^^, 
ef laden with J'iv^^rjphs, finJquainted, beautiful feat her 
f gfifa^oxi i}f which wer»n^ and pieces of gold pl|tm*curi^ 
/J oufly ougjirt. This prefeU cjn* delivered wi:h^ a'gbod 
"^J'gracc ; aS^^cifcc^ing it WelJefereived, he ventured upon 

Irlakllflig thr ** faf thp* Tmall nr^f#»nf nrtiv 

offerei^ 


*$j;atthe fmall p^feijt now 
two fla^s of- the great 
o had given ordfers to ftraMws as might 

?ar upon his coafts with the utmoft ciyifiiy ;** adding, 
Cortez muft immediately think of punning his voyage, 
^ing no eafy matter to fpealc witimhc emperor ; and 
'"they hoped he would regard as In obligatjon their 
pg thus undeceived him, before/c had ii and 

t taught by experience of the difeculry 

This *-?r"Uri!5 fiich „*an§ 



:)eel 


the hcU%iort of 1 


ff 


-ir Wras fuch 

to wjpm^ Aiiqlered 

»terpretersJi|^jd^fi^^ TbShftJpveragns never refi^fed aLij^l 
dieifccto tfie* 9 j ;}T> y pri nces ; neither cou*^ 
heir minifiejjj^S^ithout very pofitivt pj'de!<r,Jtakel^'>n 
fiemfelyes/^ oppofeVo reafon^^ble 
as thei^bufinefs in th,s cafe to .ac^^Jarniouj. ,’•^'1^7: 

IS arrii^al, for which )e way Wift ' 
neceflary for t^' going Otxi Lz, i .j; bdt he 
innftcd upon their informf ;/nittc*^ifvSyihat he came 
full 3 & rcfolved to gai^. admiftitftcc into his royal prcfepce, 
and pofitively dcteiminei! his country wltn*^ 

diftionour the monarch who ^ ad *^ns«j8ed himin^ 

“ his epmman^." The go i-fmojc/cemed to be confoun^ 
cd with Tc^buyf a determin^)^t/^ut inftcad of oppofing it, 
they conte^tt»themfelv55f!^^^filfr^^^ the general not to 
move from hW if return of a courier 

from ^he Supply 

might be nece^l iq i<.'tjkirteV*>tenar-“ = " 


their minifie 
themfelvcs 
Jh^^supon^^ ^35 

anSnter- t< jjjg for which 

•vie*wnvithu 
JMotezii- 
ma* 


his army, 

All this 
had come in tirS"^ 


enance aA<i convenience 
Ue'&,^hlt forr^c painters, wi 


^^^^exican c^ififs, were deeply en. 



I^cry ef / 

^;*-i^«,;jjs,ble, and poh.t ■>« P»««*:’j('.g; 

,chara£ter.s were *p' 
iificatigwi ; w+nend 




uid not 

^ \bi 

ere nut wholly' ' 


■as ty^pes oPitOeii iieas. 
prove that lomething was 


inriag'csojjpatenalthing.w 
- -j ‘\lf^4»nte<i 

he iigns and invented by cihcr Xji^Mions ^ 

1 i/f ^^aradtcrs fet nvc^ -the/i^nages 

to be ^xplairra‘dr--\J«»ence in^ ^ 
01Y opii^jioiu It neccflariJy>t)l'Ows, 'Wprc ‘ 

i ’ll fome measure [ ofldlcd pi jbe ait cariying miPir 
ouife by arbiti/ry figns, ’whicu had no immediate relaf^M 
to their fentimeir:?. Ttutue had given orders to have rfcfc 
pidures diawn for' the emperor’s barer mfoicnarion ; 
did CWuzspppofc it on the contrary, he went to fee the 
tilts at *voik,^cte«tly Vijniired their ingenuity, and exerjjfed 
his men, r^’tjjpart, asj^e faid, greater lift and vigour 

rl.CiprJered his foldic^§ i^^their arms, m(£nte(f 
e with .^s captlims, and began'if^jm bat)le,^ii/th 
lii mailer of equal admiration a*ru isor?^. HiJtP the<;^wrf/tf«j. 
f i,hc rcLdlar evolu'-s'-t:.^ & *ihe ttv ipirit and ^ 

ferocity of tjje horfes j Ifiibke, thunder of the 

inufqi^^^.;^nd the tremendous roarwg of ti.»vrf,a’inon, pro- 
diK'eijffuch an etftdjiiqMn the batearians, that feme fell 
down up^ n the gru%!|(l|fvyith fear ^d ailoniihmertf, others 
fled at veloi ^>^^ ^d^Thorty f ,J"org courage and pre- 


fence of mu.%- 
void of fcrroi and irepidationj 
ragec£by,.tne afl'urantef of the 


3ent wonder^ not dc- 


yer, they were encou- 
^ ^hefc wer«r*only 

uTilitaij^ divcrfii^nsj' dehgnCd to make arms appear the more 
tcr^^iti \^hcrc tbey pr^uced f|ich efFef^evt^i when ufed 
.forficmertainment ;*and tu^aint^rs again feii^to wofjj, in- 


v.enting new figures and chaj4* 


ly whAl|t|^’fs wanU 


iugin their former de(criJ^nsJ|E^^^iciineated™5/»t;«/WA 
in aVms, Jrawn up evo- 


in theirJc^c^fi 
d ftrf ngth 


Jutions, 'others pai|(fed the hoif| 
wiih aftoniflnng exafinefs^^ 

' '^;i;artil]cry was repre/ente^ hf an. 
fpme idea of thw thujfJcr convj^td by 
jightnin^, anJ^kj|v^6f undul^rj^^ ap; 


c and^ mo- 
colouring, 
^oke, and even 
fimilitude of 
>' arance 
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furro^nding <5bie£ts, that difcovered great execiitioB 
Indfinvemior in thefc barbarous artifts. CnjVtllf^ is extremely 
defeription of thefe hiftoiical paintings, but 
kbjitsfe runmfig into hyperbole ; for 

fball avoid tranferibing all the cuiious ob- 
upon this fubjeft ; and only relate^JtJf^ 
W was compleated, Cortex the 

"S/mujfs vJtj^ foiAfcjmall &paniJh]t\K^\%^ 2 ri^ grreaily exp fed 
' ^ rfchidi }i%defired might be fci^eas i^cd w»l/» i 

efteem and 

^ When thcMjrricrA fet otfught^bn^kefc difpatche 
lopWihfeii’teave, afauainied with their ret*’ 

^ ^ imail^ftanCT from \he Spar^i^'^ /irters, to conlult^pon the 
j^>-ncceffa^ mt{ fares until the\5tt?'* i of the empei^or's com- 
wiands. ^^jv^2^feq6enc^P/7j^^^i>Itchcd his camp in a con- 
1 venieftt'foot of gjrjJTTd^for obi^f ng the molionsifof iKc 
S/)t3j^«if^^der pretence thr»trhe yvas defir^s of fuper- - 
irttwtding the fervices of his people, and pni^iding all the" 



; for the due entertainment of Cortez and his army ; 

C f diilimulation at which Cortez fAund it nec^-fF^ry to 
that his troops might not be difappcdnteiS of pro- 
In feven days Motezuma's ai/wer cap^, and was 
to Cortez by TeutUe ; though CaJiilloyY^f after him 
allcdge, thaf^i iflendid amfiafly, 
nqblemetj^ri'^s difpatched hf motjl^uma ; 

« in as is^greed upon h^lTwr^ 

theiniei^l ters. ^ It emp^r fent a rich' prcfcij^ 

which loaded thArffotiiderTlSi^iwundi^^ Ind'f^s^ and was 
. compofed of Jj^mous kinds of fine cotton ^eg?mt 

manufadures; plumes feathers, ini<ed and difpofedlwith 
fo much that, wiftout the a®^||Ke of artj^idl co- 

lours or the pencil, tb»"v9S^"»'med^ii3^re^»iyp§ pi£lu ra- 
tion of nature ; a grol? P^^be^r 1 [ 4 ef.^ and tar- 

gets of curious mat^als ^5!^ workmanlhip; two large 
plates' of a circular M'm, jhr one df^gold, finely omboffed, 
reprefenting the fun, and the other repref-^nting 

the moon ; a Vonfiderable o/unti^ of jeweS, piece's oT|j^'^d, 
preciol^i’! 



pendants adorned with 
gold, imitating the appear- 
‘hrgin gold as they came 
and other ^naments 
cited aftonjQiment 
of tljis empire, and the ge 


emeralds^ 
ance of fro] 
from the m 
of gf^ater 

atthe in^c 

of a people who^ they ^ifgalded ;^s barbarous. Having ^ 

5 &lcd the eyes of ?i • SpamMs witfr^^^^e fplSndour of tfiis in- 
valuable prefent, the Imvvprctcrs to acquaint 

■ Cortez^ 


4l^ 



Hijlsry of ^ 

Corfez^ ** that the great emperor Motezu^na fent him Ihcfe 
trifles in jseturn for his prefent, and as af proof ow tlm 
friendfli^p he entertained for the king hii hm 

that he did not think it cofTvcinent, I'on was ynd^ 
1,^ poflible at that time, to grant his requeft^^f 

q^A^Iexico.*^ And Teutile endeavourea . jjf,.4)all^ate 
his councijJ the badnefs of the ^ 

Cortez^ they ga^T^\v7ould take arms arfCl^^rlWi bis jouf- 


LnrUz^ they ga%^>^v7ould take a 
already 

new j^^xldies, viPS^ 


virii*^ multitude 
Jn^ only to con* 



mehts for’ 
not his 


fanlwered i :r returning hi; ^ckrnwledg* 

ir'the emperor’s W^Mficent prefent^ it was 

is intention to bi^^ianting in ifjpe£l i/* ^'Jedicnce to 

f .» — II . -• •.i_’i*/i 


Cortex 


AdoPzuma ; but th?UL"*1le would not ret uiii'Jsyji^iTiiifhohour 
“ to his prince, or farbear^Jserfifling in his rcqueirwir^ / 

H the earneltnefs due to the reputation of a crown honfl’dVed*/^^^^^^^ 
•^and rcfpe£tcd by the greateft fovereigns in the Vorld.” 
Upon^'fbis point he expatiated with fo much zeal, heat, and^^ — k-*'* 
cloqueneV, that the afraid to difoblige if he pe^f.fted 
in the ernf.^-’or’s commands,** only replied, Uiat he injpuld* 



fent AiTfftn ; though he fhould bakery mucu concerned if 
his ffnpcrial majefty’s lelay fhou I (’^oblige him to go nearer 
the co’*^*’ /or'ihe J^’ater oonvcnicVy of folicitiAg his re- 
quell. jr -e -i 

* - \^a>lmro .V . -igS, V' t . • r r r i 

vl4tL this biiliners, they 


As foon ^ It 

fqipdsleifure to exau pc prefont with® more 

'Kcu\acVp»d-.this»> rcj^foning* and inferences upon it w’^ere 
vtrvv ’^ifF#rent^ eftima™ the emperor’^ power by this 

proof of his wealth, anc^rhen^’ irew unfavourable prefages 
concerning the event of the'«xKiJition ) whiK^o^Jir^fs pro- 
miied thcmfelves the gr^jteft afyiriiages, and ^«icipated ia 

: from the 
ap^tal fo 
with 

l^Jhnefs, for attempting with aWia^df^ii of a'en to fabdue fo 
powerful a mona^ebj Jbct'the r^fcrity a4%ired his valour 
and conftancy, regaiAng the dli^li^mfall 
and their own foA tunes and g^ory as/alrcady ellabliflied. 

/• Cortez 

, I ^ e 4 . 





tn great 
e^nftema- 

tlQtt. 


' \ The Hiflcfy of AmcrkJ. 

Cartez Was t^o fagacious to lay any rcftraint upon thofe 
ftufcs, by tntarpoling his authority; but he ih»ui;ht it nccef* 
nary'to diverti the attention of his foidiers from inquiring mi*^ 
^teljt into tVs \:ondu^ Uy keeping thi^m in conffant em-^ 
nn&pC ^qk^xercife ; for whi h purpofe he dilpatche-^'^. 
»WfTvW> vcflcls to run along the coi*ft for 
^^oauiaii'l^i^-^our for the (hipping, 
camp, untfeiy^^b^ce that the (hips greaily exp fed 
'to the northN^iv*, and the foldier^#6rtif^d wit/ mu Qui^ 
tos, and fcorcll,^ whoi Ke^-lwas dW- 

Hcd by reflcV?^^r’ in a fandVIht on-Jy foil. The nf 

kejft^ti cohpant eplj^tinteAt, either by milu^i-J/^xer 
^eifes, ^jeanv ig their arms,^*^’^— ^ .. 

imi^*inelti^ might prove 
defigns. 

Theeourt MeajS/' tirnf ^hc vi»hole court 'hf^'^otezuma was*^hrown 
^Mexiao inttr cdiiiulion and perplexity '‘‘by th« repeated inflances of, 
— * CJjqez, and the firmnefs with which he infilled upon an 

terview with the emperor. In the firft traiifpons of.^iis 
fury, MoU%uma declared he would factifice all the^tangers 
to his vengeance, for prefuming to difputc his win ; but on 
cooler refledion his courage funk, and his an^r yielded to 
JMj grief, anddefpair. , The account whichfndC paintings 

S javc ^f the fire, thwn4e4s^^ and horfes of 
pireS^hinkequaU|^ith jtftonifhmcyi and terror, 
minifl<^^^nj(j|^f!f#|^ were fummmied to attend the coun^ 
cil, and ptitfh: facrifti&ff^iaas^ xozm in the temples, which 
immediately djrarfES a tremor over the tvbo1e«xj^;ipire. 7 he 
..fuperftition g^he peo^ greatly contributed the 

confternation more rap^lly and uni^erfally. Several prodi- 
gies, or mthcr natural p[ 
ftrued into' drea^fuk^v 
about this time, and ’<c/’ 

was ^cornet of extraoatfinary|fMrc, ’.arrefembled a pyramid, 
and vanifhed at funyfife. g^^oihec* "mfeteq^, 

or exhalation, which was .^onvQrted figiiii>.x)f a 

fiery ferpent with three hc^?js, tb^t rofe in the weft a'&but 
mid-da^;, and ru:^ fwiftli^^ ^tll it was loft in the clouds* 
One of ttif Mexican ted^m catted fire, by what means 
could nevOT^be heard, andWl(s Qj^cly con fumed io delpitc 
of all the lyffifljjjf:3t?^whio^coul^^ t(arni(hed.^ 
ftones were Ilippoted to burru and iiquifyVn a manner deemed 
altogether fupernatiiral. .The ^reat Mexican lake ovjkri* 
flowed its banK|s without any vifible caufe, wkh a ki^d of 
bubbling, refem^ng b^ng wartr; biir nj uncommon 
heat was pcrceiiw. A^ny affirmed that they hear<d 
V.. ^ X lamentably 


ino.mcn?,which|Hieir ignoj^ce con- 
to ha^ appeared 
#p8ndencc. One 


▼▼ i-aj vripvii^ 



^he Hijiory of Ameifea# 

lamentable voices in the clouds, whicfi prcdided ihe ^vca 
throw of the monarchy ; and the pricfts chcri&ed the fupcil 
ftitious fear of the people, by making the idols utter fucj 
oracles as beft fuited their purpofes-'^C). •Portentoep fig)! 
' ke thefe, occurring juft at the period when foreigei^nvaiioS 

1 n* r\ .1 kLjr ^ f 




is> ;;^ed, had fuch an efFcdl on the fpirl’i^ot Si:^%urm and 


his counc^ 

Cortez'! they 
already ^omc 
^enew 

tor 

tne oniens as warnings 
Withers our of fear ex to 


on the arrival of the fecond*iT>e<|agc froin 

• 


'ftrangQl^icc -5ntcrQff*.*!pji^ 

nings top ?'»^^he impending i^kngej; while 

/ valour of the u^panj^rdsy the '' 
force of their arms, the ‘^Iciiftible ftreiigtb ‘C? t>:i&ir horfes, 

;fhd terror of tjir;; fightning, of which the Tabafeans 
had fatal experience. Bet Ween thefe opinions at, 

'l^gth determined to fieer a middle courfc, chufing n/t to 
oV^nd Cortez either by a direft attack, or to acknowledge 
his bv*'P^ perturbation, by admitting him to his prefenct, , ^ 

He therefore fent him another prefent, and at the fame time Another 
commanded him immediateljrto quit his dominions, hoping^r{/f»f 
by this me.«.p cither to engage or to terrify h^m into ob»*:-j^«/ to 
dienWf determining, if neither fucc^cHed, toraife^a pJwerful Soriez. 
that there (hould b eno caufe to aj?j:rchcnd the /amc ill 
■ fortune that attended the fpirited cndea7:»?'^,.^pf Tabaf- 
cam : nor were thefe hopes presumptuous, ciSnfidcriog the 
wealth and^^wer of this great monarA%. ■. 

Ar-i.hiv period the empire of Mexico was !*> the zenith of. - i ** 
'its gtory, ji^ving underjts dominion almoft all the provinces 
which had been difeoverqd in tiorth Americay gg/erned ei- 
ther immljd lately, orb'/, caciques', governors, 
viceroys, *or princes .all whom acknowledged 

his fo^'eieignty. Iq length 1. extended five hundred leagues 
Troih ci#fc to wcft> and ear ivw> hundred in breadth from 


-9^ * * ■ 'c ^ 

* (D) Antonio deScIh/Mi d^fpite' * lateH all t]»c Spanijh yWxltcrSy 
of his natural good fienfe, ap- ipme of pthich be explain- 


pears not only to give credit^o 
fome prodigies that hav,e:aU tlM 
appearance of fable, but 
butes toenf to the c&i^ing and 
.lUidrefs of thh Devil. It would 
furnifh but Iktie entertainment 
10 afeniible readento tranferibe 
Che gre«4t variety of omens re* 


' ei^rom phyfical principles, and 
others charged upon the igno- 
Kmce of .tb** the policy 

of certain ambitiaus indh^dnals, 
or to t^e frauds of the prieils, 
or th(p cred;<lity of the Spa^ 

r 


tion ^ 



' ^he Ktfimy cf AmencaiJ 

to tionh, containing within this compafs fomc of tfrtf 
mcrfl fruitful, populous, and wealthy provinces in the worlds 
fet grew from fmall beginnings to this height of power inf 
^ttle ffiorc than’the fp^cc of 130 years, though the founda- 
tion andf progng^of the monarchy are not well known, and ^ 
JccouHt the fabulous tradition of 

ofezujv-.tants it is fuppofed, thiu who 

ina’j^- "are naturally -^J^^arlike people, were/Ci^dually extending 
reftta^e their <oVefei^/lw fo^jce of arms oy^ thif^adjaceAit nations* 
undcha- At firft thev of a w^wjUike dimo- 

ra^cr^ who^^ir'^d them tf^ht on;h 4 iplantcd in ilreir brSrftaf 

t ^Cvifpi red them with 

fire o( maW ng conqueftszV^’^ Awards they formed them- 
felves ikto If more regular nto^^t»ichy, vefiing (ifie of thnr 
number he fegiflative aiifS^xcciitive power, and he- 

ftovvin^pofi him the title of kii^-^The perfon whf^m 
V thcir'TSoicc fell was the mofl^ciiebr,ated in the country fov 
his. valour and ftrength ; for fortitude and bodily powers 
were the only qua’ities at that time in efteem amonj; a fir/ce, 
martial people. Where merit wjs equal, they befjiarwe'd the 
crown on the blood-royal ; but more regard was paid to 
^ courage than hereditary light, which had of'cahonally been 
^^.fetafide. Bloody wars had been waged for jffec regal title ; 

^ but tfcfc, inftead opining the peo;le, ferved only to*^xiend 
the bl^daries empire. At firif jui^ice fuppoi'^^cWie 

Mext^ arigriiSffl the efforts made to vindicate iheir liberty 
agaifift thcoppreffmn of fcfec neighbouring nations proving 
fuccefsful, whetted their ambition, an^ madej^hem equally 
dcfirous of trade and (X conqutli. Their powTTgswdually 
cncreafing, juftice was l.iid afide, tyranny cook place, and the 
fovereie^- held in bondage not pnly the provinces which he 
had reduced, but all his fubjedT iii.ggjpfral. . f 

Such was tne fitu ition of Mexico at the prefent jondlure. 
MotesTMma^ a prince of the blood, had diftinguiftied hipfeifby 
extraordinary adls of valoAir during, the reign of his predc- 
ceflbr. At h}s return tocouit from hiLfi^qd his* 

reputation fo confiderabie, ^fiat bj ventured to afpirc 
fceptre, apd regarded hin;felf as in adtual pofltflion of ^the 
crown from the momeot he ftrft conceived that ambition. 
This, however, he reftrained within the limits of prudence,* 

(E) At the clofc of the con- and progrefs of the capita!, to,*' 
quell of Mexico by Gortez. wc gather wkh the manners, c»rf- 
propOfeto treat of the Sllabliih- toms, religion, tiff, of thepco-** 
mcneof themonawihy, theqn- pie, touclkng only at prefent 
cient inhabitants of the country, upon fuch points as are neceffa-*’ 
the feriti of princes, the rife ry to elucidate our narrative. 

. i* ' . and 

d 



of attempting to 

fixed hh whole attention upon fecurltig a 
ag^inft thd next e!e£Hon. Policy and cunning w^ ’ 
. mfrably blended with affability,' the reputation of t 

land great modefly. He always (hewed the greateft ^he« ^ 
L|lf!l^^nd veneration towards the fovereign, hd ifeas 
^cfirous'triwtfl^^ fellow fubjeils the duty ahd VefpetS 
due to fo exalted a'^^raflcr, yet with a view of gain-- 
ing all the ^nflueiwe cfi^the monarch towards rendering his 
own fucccffnn the lers^’fe^cul^-ra^f*«P^ compo- 

fure in his oilcourfe and jid fo muc.i gravity in his - 

■nernffTTvOa/icti, that, before |^.ed the thione, the name oJJ 

MoU^umct '^v^LS hid to have extremely char 4 dteriftical^ 
and cxpreffive of his difpofiti as in the Mexican language ' 
it implies a folid, grave terr^jr, which Lme writers have 
tranjjated ,furly, fevere, cruel. Motexuma "dfo ob- 
tained the reputation of beini^ extremely religious, ex- 
cellent bait for the vulgar^ who judge by appearances. Td . 
render his piety the more public, he built an apartment iri 
the moft frequented temple, to which he retired in light of 
the people, to offer up his pretended devotions. In a word, 
he became fo popular, that, on the death of the king his pre- 
dcceffor, he met with fcarce any oppofition in afeendingthe 
throni^ j5,o which he was called by ateoft the univerfa! sc- 
clamatians of the people ; though he mai^e a (hejv of re- 
> fufing the offered dignity, only that he miglji ,be courtfd to 
comply with his own dcfires. No fooner was^ hf^^ffelTcj^ of 
the imperial diadem, than his natural pride broke forth with 
a violence propOrTioned to the long rfffraint impofed on it. 
The firft aiSion by which he manifefted the violence offered 
to his natural difpofirion while he continued in a private fta- 
tion, was the difmiffon all t^e fervants of the co'ir^, who 
were ufualiy compofed of the middling clafs" of people and 
the vulgar; inftead of whom Mjtezima ordered that he 


fnottld Jienceforward be fer^^ed onl^ by the nobility and tfieir 
chiiuren ^^eiieving it an indignity to imperial majefty to be 
approjixirod f)y ptebeians. The meaneft employ'tnents in the 
kitchen were now filled by v*he quality of the country ; 
Motezuma (hut himfclf up in his palace trom fifs people 
and even his minifters, except on extraordinary occafions^ 
im^ining, that like a divin*ity kc Oiould be revered in pro- 
portion as he became lefs familiar to the eyes of mortals. H^c- 
garded melancholy and retirement, fays deSolis^ as a part of 
majefty ; and thofe who were fo fortunate lis to be admitted in- 
to his prefence, werefforced to pafs through fuch an infinity of 
jeeremonies and proftrations as greatly exceeded the adoration 
.Mod. Hist. VoL.XXXVm. H due 




due fmiki, mm to aootiier* Fully perfoad^d that l|le 
rlWcs and happincfs of bis fubje<9s were entirely in his difpo« 

. i!U> fee exercifed horrid barbarities merely to evince hie 
powfT). and became the terror as well as the idol of his peo* 

K. gle. Taxes vvere levied on tlie heads of all the Mtxicans^ 1 
without fCjgatd to the public ncceffity, and with 
view^ than to demonftrate that all prince; 

andthefe were exacted with fo much fevf^ Ay, that the pooreft 
beggar was not exempted from bri^*^^ing/omething to the 
treafury, though it tly.g^(Vn by the infoknt officers 

in their faces* , In fuch a c cannot be expefted that 

. loyalty and attachment to the nee were the f^milia^-^a 
Ktics of the Mexicans ; on fh«vntrary, they detefted Mote- 
zuma; but in general their Afaffeflion tranfpired only in 
low murmurs, wlvch did not ifcch the ears of the monarch. 
A few Rfore remote provinces flweed ventured to jebcl,,and 
thofe of Mechoacan, Tlafcala^^ and 'Teheaca had never been 
conquered ; but the valt power of the emperor foon reduced 
to obedience ail thofe who had ever ackno^vledgcd his iove- 
rcignty; and as to the three provinces we have fpecified, 
Motezuma faid it was not politic to conquer them, as 
he fhould then be in want of priibners to facrifice to the 
gods. 

When the Spaniatkls arrived on his coafts, this prince 
was in the 14th y^r of his reign, and every thing as we 
may fee ripe fjpM revolution, the more cafily to be executed 
as the pripct^wlio was the beft general in his dominions had 
declined, from a jealoufy of the royal authority, to command 
his own armies. Sontje other circumstances ilfecwife contri- 
buted to accelerate the ruin of MoU^unuty as we (hall 
have occafion to mention ; it is here fufficient to obferve, that 
C<3r/^z vvas no fooner acquainted witfethc charafler of the 
prince, the difpofition of the people- and the fituation of 
the empire, than he penetrated with a glance of his eye into 
all the confequences, and now already deemed himfrlf the 
conqueror of Mexicoy though we (hall fee that tfeere W^re 
ftill manifef- difficulties to encounter.' He wAs relt^ving 
the whole feheme of the revolution, when Mmtejo retyssruea 
with the fhips diVpatched to find a better harbour for the 
(hipping, and encampment for the forces, after having 
coafted a confiderable way to the 'northward, and difeovered 
the town of ^iabijhriy fituated in a fertile foH, with a fine 
harbour, and all other conveniencies wanted for the fleet or 
army. Cortez was j^eparing to remove thither, when Mo- 
tezuma's anfwer arrived, or rather command to nmtMexkoy 
the harlhnefsof which was fofeened by fotne valuable pre^ 



' ftufii' Geterti ^siiteS 
Mmonies^ delivered the ordeh of the cbert, smd 
fofe Osrtiz could refdy f but was called back^ and tot% <^>lbie ^ 

^ one of the ptincipal points of the Sptnijh embaflf Vldl li|l 
** enforce a tenet of the chriftian dofi(rinc, to oppbfe thc er’# 
of idolatry, and propagate the true frith and Cnljlt 
falvation; and that coming overto foie*^ 
mote a countnp^pn a bufineft in which religion an^ Con- 
fcience wer^iatert^^lcd, he could not refrain from contitni- 
*« ing his efforts, and £ ;;rfeverin3*ind^s applications, until he 
ifaould be favoured an audience, fince he cam^ Witlf 
pacific motives, as waV^ apparent from his flender rCfints^* 
from which no fufpicion ioald arri/e.’^ Upon thefe wor^d 
Truii/r ftarted up haftily, told him with an air of Cohfu- 
fion and refentment, “ i}^dt hitherto V had been treated 
♦•^vith.jhe utmoft kindneYs by the great Jffotev^ufna^ and 

fliewh all the civilities reqiyrcd by the facred laws of hof- • 
pitality ; but he muif lay the fault upon his Own impra«* 

«« dent obftinacy, if he fhould henccforjvard meet With z • 

“ different behaviour.” Having uttered which, he haffiJy de- 
parted, without the ceremony of taking leave, or hearing any 
reply from Coruz j upon which' that general, with admirable 
prefence of mind, turned round with a fmile to his people** 
faying* “ We fliall fee the effeds af this challenge; already 
we have had experience of the prowefs of the Mexkms% 
and for the moft part it is obferved that^ threats are the ef- 
feds of fear j and tbefc prefentsfrom Mottzumerm^ there- 
fore be regarded as proofs rather of his weaknefs, flian of 
“ his gcncriiit^y.” • " * ^ , 

Immepiately Cortez gave an order to double the -WJnVy i* 
guafds in cafe of an attack, keeping himfclf the whole night Spa* 
in a pofture of defence. In the morning it appeared that 
all the Mexicans had withdrawn themfelv^, even thofe per- 
fons employed in iupplying the camp with provilions. Which ^ 
occarioned fome murmuriiigs among the foldiers, thjit werc^ ortCX#, 
improved ar-d cheriflietf by the enemies to Cortez^ • 
amWnc frien'Ss ofVelaqutz. They dropt hints, refleding 
u|ibn Cortez as rafhly afhbitious, the abfurdity of pretend- 
ing to maintain himfelf with a handful *of meit againft the 
whole force of a potent empire, and the probability thac 
they muft all fall facrificcs to his wild projeds; infitiuating 
the necefli<y of returning to Cuba to refit the fleet, augment 
the army, and lay a proper feundatiejp for the greatnefs of 
the enterprize ; remonftrances ro whith purpofe ought to be 
made to the genCtal. Intimations of this feditious humour 
foon came Co the cars of Cortez; and nothing could be more 
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tage. employed his friends to im^uire privately into tfatil 
i^ntiments of the army in general ; and when be learnt i 
chat a majority were fur fcconding his projeAs and purfuing 
the entcrprize, he fuffered himfelf to be addreflcd 
malcontents^ and even heard with the 
warm rcmonftrancc from Diego OrdaZf^u&ing upon the 
neceffity of returning to Cuia» Cortez ^entXxirriedhis dtiE** 
mulation fo far as to fe^^^^^inced w^ith the arguments oP 
fered by Ordaz^ and in confequenc^publifhed his declara- 
tions for preparing every ncceffary fcr the voyage ; and went 
fo'far as to reimbark great part o#^/he troops : but no fooner 
was this refolution fpread througmthe army, than a clamour 
arofe among the f^diers, gained by the general’s intereft^ 
who loudljj complained that he Had deceived tbem^by pr^- 
mifes of wealth and glory, wjjich he was now going to 
abandon juft as the path was made certain. They declared 
againft returning to Cuha.\ adding, that if Cortez had not 
courage to profecute the fchemes he had projecEted, he might 
return with all thofe that were of the fame pufillanimous 
opinion ; for they could eafily find a general. The clamour- 
incrcafedj and was fo dexteroufly managed, that it brought 
over many who had beci* perfuaded or forced to errgage in 
the contrary fadion ; and the more readily, as there was 
fomething nfible in the refolution of attempting the conqueft 
^ pf an empirfi an<f that fuccefs would moft afluredly pro- 
*ducc iiiimcnfe wealth and eternal glory to the adventurers. 

At length thofe who had^formerly deeJa/ed fcf Returning to 
^ Cuiat Were now the moft earneft to remain in Mexico^ info- 
much that the general’s friends undertook to fpeak to Cortez^ 
to fufpenithc execution of his o!'dtr for^/ailing. Accord- 
ingly, before this dtdor cooled, they went attended with a 
great number of foldiers to the head quarteis, and acquain- 
ted theigcncral that his refolution to return had almoftioc- 
• cafioncd a mutiny among the troops ; they complained hia 
having relinquifocd his projeds without tonfuf ting' his 
cers ; th\?y reprefented the dilhonour^^of abandoning a great 
undertaking the iirft appearance of difficulty ; they re- 
minded him of the cenfurcs incurred by Grijalva in a former 
expedition, for negleding to make a ftttlement in the country * 
he bad difeovered : in a word, they repeated as their own, 
with the greateft heat and zeJ, the very words which Cor^ 
i£Z had privately dictated ; while he liftened with attention, 
and Teemed to be drawn involunurily 4nto the very meafurea 
which he lia4 propofed \ making his apology as if he bad 

t been 
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Ifeft Wrongly Mfbtt^d thal tht ^iittty 1ii 
a dtfire of returninglto Cuh. He now accjuamied tibem 
that he would ftay wlfe the utmoft fatisfa^bion, as Keifound ^ 
there was a fpirit of h J^ur that prevailed in the camp $ bu^ 
they mMft know he woul* not take foldicrs againft their 
^hdinatiohs, and therefore he would give all thoft leave to 
retdrn who^lyrd not courage to encounter difficulties in the 
purfuit of fame arte fortune. 

No fooncr BW Cortez uttered thiyrefolufion, than the air 
refounded with acclainations were really rejoiced, 

others put on the appearance of gladncfs to prevent the in- 
#amy of being thought edwards, and none was (o hardy as 
to prefume oppofing the making a Tettlcment in Mexico ; by 
which means Cortez once more reconciled the troops to their 
duty, and effeftually cruihed for that tinfb thc endeavours^of 
hieenerr^es to ruin his reputation and fortune. 

JusT^ as this affair was happily terminated, ambaffadors 
arrived at the camp from the cazique of ZenipoaUij defiring* 
the alliance of Cortez and the Spaniards as brave men, the Cortez * 
fame of whofe magnanimous aftions in Tabafeo had reached 
his dominions. This was a further inducement to the fol- Zempo- 
diers to continue firm in their refolution of purfuing the en- ala. 
terprize, and Cortez did not fail to improve the circumftance 
to his Qwn advantage. The ZewpoiJan embaffy was receiv- 
ed with the utmoft civility and rcIpeS, and Cortex gave the 
ambaffadors to underfland, that he accepfed with pleafurc 
the proffers of friendfhip and alliance made by thrtr mj^tcr ; i 
conlidering it as a providential event, that thefe propofals 
fliould arrive Jufl as the Mexicans had*withdrawn theoiftlvcs, 
and while his people were oh the point of mutinying, as it 
would eftablifhhis authority^wich the latter, and render him 
more able to refift tht attacks of the former^ It aupl^iented 


his fatisfaftion when he found that the cazique of ZcWp'iala 
W’as the declared enemy of Motezuma^ whofe fovereignty he 
refufei to acknov^dedge, Jhd that; his dominions lay iTi his 
the town difeovered by Montejo^ to which 
O>r/i!^^opofcd removing his camp. He alfo le?rnt from the 
ambiafladors, that Motezuma was a cru^ tyr^it, equally 
feared and detefted by his own fubjeds; that fevefal provin- 
ces in the neighbourhood ^of Zempoah^ were ripe to throw 
off the yoke; and that the cazitiuc their mafter, in particu- 
lar, defired nSthing xnqfs than an opportunity of cementing 
a powerful league againfftlv emperor. , 

Having difmifled xht\ndian miniftert with prefents, and 
affutances that he Wfcul d j^ n pay the cazique a vifit, he be- 
gan forming his people into a regular corporation, and a'p- 
( H,3 — ^ pointing 
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tiing a cpilciiw^ thoug1;i thf troops wcr| to be quiimrred whf 
Ptovjincc of Aecordiogly^jlicfummojaed ji coj^oc|1 

%f hi$ principal officers, and made tl^!. foliowing civil promo- 
tions, which we fpecify, that thj leader may be informed of 
Ibe particular departments executed by the chief perfons etnt 
ployed in this expedition. Alonfo Hernanda^Porioc&rrp^ 
ana Prancifeo MonUp were appointed abrf^es ; AlsrfoAAr 
vHa^ Pedro and Alonjo A Alvarado^ togethea fvith Gonzekb da 
Sandoval, were confli|dxadrregidores v and Juan iEfiaknU 
and Francifeo Alvenez Cbico^ were raifed to the dignities 
chief alguazils and procurators-general. Several other infe^ 
xior officers were likewite made, and all enjoined by a fo- 
!cmn oath to the Arid diAribution of juflice and difebarge of 
their duty, What^rcafons induced Cortez to fettle a colony 
on his prefent quarters, which were extremely incqpenignt 
on account of the fituation, we know not ; the Spunijh hif- 
torians only relate, that here he began builJing houfes with 
Teat diligence, and laying the foundation of the newfettle- 
Icnt, to which he gave the name of Villa Rica da la Vere^ 
Cruz^ taking the firft appellation f f Villa Rica in remem- 
brance of the gold feen in that country, and the latter of 
Vera Cruz from the Spetniards having landed there on Good 
Friday^ or the Friday of the crofs (F). Upon the firi|J meel^ 
ing of the, newly-formed council, the general, who appear- 
ed in the ebaradter of a private perfon in civil affairs, defircd 
admittance to make a propofal which concerned the public 
good, and was of the Jaft confequence to the colony. He, 
then informed them offthe neceffity there was lo conttitute a 
general, in order to preferve the obedience of the troops, on 
whom depended the fecurity of the Colony. He told 
them fhat he vras not unacquainted w^th the defe£l in his 
own authority, as hisconimiffion had been revoked by Vela^ 
fuez ; he faid that to them it belonged to apply the proper 
lemddics, and as they repref?”tei the king’s perfon, eo en- 
large and confirm his powers, if they judged hirn ij^rthy of 
that honour,'^ or clfe to beftow the command on fiMnir^her 
perfon bettpr qualified, to whom* he would* chearfully fuh- 
mit for tb^ common fervice. I from this tnotnent, added 
he, refign all right chat may accrue tp me from pp(reffio% 
and furrender into your hands title by which I 




(F) This name may literally op the river ZempoaUt th? old 
be traaflated tbe rjcl ionjoji of iet^mept h^s been celled cmly 
ibt true trpfs. Since the build- Ricok 
ing of the town of Vera Cruz 

held 



ps >my ^hole ^ ^to 

ittoeefe ^if expclitian, I cm ailure you I cait i^eiar*- 
4,f, fuHy^ and without oi^^ing rnyfctf the Icaft viokmcej 
^ 4 ip A pike with the fanHis^tf nd whi(2tv lays ^own the trtm-^ • 
cheoDj'and a£l with the iSnc alacrity in the mean capa« 
city of a fojdicr, as in the important poft of a general % 
for if in war ttim learn "to command by obeying, there 
are alfo ceraaip cafes in which ^he having commanded 
evinces the neceifity and proprietratf^f obeying/' 

Having faid this, he threw upon the tabic his commif- 
fion, kifled tbe truncheon, and delivering it into the handi 
of the alcades, retired to his barracka Cortez well knew up- 
on whom the choice would fall, becaufe he had taken bis 
meafures before he put matters to the ha7?ard ; he therefore 
gav^ himfeif no concern about the deliberations of the coun- 
cil, well*icnowing they muft|>e favourable to him, and * 

conftquence give him much greater authority with 
whQ were fcnfible that at prefent he held his employment . ^ 

entirely by their courtefy. The event was juft what 
expected ; the council unanimoufly voted his re-cle£tion> 
and gave him iiis commiftton in'the king's name, until fuch 
time as his majefty’s pleafure ftiould be known j and they * 
imsiiediately communicated the nevPcleflion to the/oldicrs^ 
cither to make trial how far it was agreeable, or clfe to 
ftamp their own adl with the general approbatfon* The 
rejoicings were extraordinary, and the council Wis thanked 
by the whole body of the afmy for their judicious proceed- 
ings, although in fait the whole w^ concerted by Cortez^ 

After which a deputation waited upon the general, to ac- 
quaint him with the appointment of the magiftrates. From 
all thefe circumftanjes we Aay collect that Cortez was not 
only a great foldier and able genera], but a*found politician, 
perfedly acquainted with the human heart, andihe means 
of reivdering himfeif refpecSe j [^ ^ d honoured. • 

4Io^ver there were not waifting fome perfons, depen- 
danti^^ Velaquez^ iirho endeavoured to giv^an invidious 
turn to this tranfaftion,* taxing Cortez with cunnirf^ and 
ambition, iavalidating the authority of*the cotincil, and 
(heering at the folly of thofeVho fufFcred themfelves to be 
deceiv^ ^ fo poojl^^aiATtifica; but they foon had caufe to 
r^ent their^temeritV invefted with his new aatho- 

xify, determined to ap^W remedies in time to the feditious 
humour, which if not weedily checked might poifbn the 
whole mafi of thc4;^ldkK. Inftead therefore of having re- 
^ ^ H 4, courfe 



*10 &mi I^imf4f of his power, and to bfe rigour wherepatkrhch 
might prove ruinous. According! ^e ordered Di^^de ^r~ 
^4&rz, pidro Efiudero^ and Jmn Vil^ui% di Leon^ to be feiss^ | 
carried on boaW the'flect, and q;ipt in irons, which l 

fbeir adherents with fuch tewr, that all immediately re« ] 
turned to their obedience. The prifonershc likewife for^ 
gave at the interceifion of his friends, upon their rubmiiTion ; 
god by this one well tioted a£l of feverit3^ot only nipped 
fedition in the bud, bet by his clemency and affability fo ef- 
fectually gained the iriendibip of the mutineers, that they 
fluck afterwards to his fortune in the worft e>£tiemities, and 
jhewed themfelves the bfayeft foldiers and faiihfuleft friends 
pi his army. 


SECT- IV, 


C^ntrJnwg the Pregrefs of the Spaniards in tie Conqtiefi 
of Mexico, their IVars with the Inhabitants of 1 laf- 
cala, and afterwards their firm Alliance with that 
Republick. > 


having laid the feeds of that * colony 
^ which<Wiis afterwards to fpring up with fo much vigour, 
and cftabliflied his own authority upon the moft fulid bafts 
that ':ifcurnftances would permit, now entered upon mca- 
Ibres for lemoving the fleet and army to \ for which 

piirpofe it was iicceirafy to fend a party in fearch of pro- 
vifion, which grew extremely fcarce ir, the feitlement. 
varado deUchtd with a pa^ty for this purpofe, and he 
foon returned with great quantiriCsS of Indian wheat, fowls, 
and fuch other proviiion as the country afforded, after 
haviqg penetrated as far without paving 

pillaged a fingle town or cabin. On his return ev^y ihHg 
was difpofed for the march of the troops. The deetStrrJail; 
and Cortez with the army proceeded by land, taking the rpad 
of Zempoal^/y^ and fcndingout fcouts to examine the country. 
On his arrival on the Irontiers of the province, he found all 
the houfes apd villages defeated, created fufpidioni 

that the cacique’s overtures of friendft;ip were Infincerc. 
Only the temples were left in thcir/j»rmcr fituation, vyith 
their idols, inftruments for facrifidir^;-, a few mangled limbf 
ejf human victims, and certain rjpigipu^ books, made of 





’ 'or tiothsi 

wciy dotibiing formAa icaf, aod a^itMd #kh^tW4t 
imagery, cyphers, omierdglypliks, ufed by the paihlkts of 
^eutilg. For the fpaclW two days Cortez piarched throuf|h 
this fufpicious folitude^l^^fiing e^cry moment to be at- 
tacked, when he was at laiKaccofted by twelve Indians laden 
. with provifions fcnt as a grefent by the cacique of Zm^oaldt 
with a fecond invitation. This gave, him feme cnconragc- 
flicnt to proc«^<ip though it'didn’^t entirely efface the doubts 
which he entertained about the car^que’s fidelity : however 
in the prefent ctrcumftanccs a retreat might be attended with 
bad confequences, by giving the foldiers dreadful ideas of the 
power of the enemy, or at leaft a contemptible opiniod of 
their general’s courage. On the third day they approached 
Zmpoala, and were met by twenty nobk Indians^ who com- 
pymented Cortez in the cazique’s name, and apologized for 
their mffff r not. doing himfiqif the honour of paying his re- 
fpeds. Thefe conduced Spa7iiards to the town 
was the ca])iial of the province, bearing the fame name : jthe ZempCa- 
cazique came to the gate to meet Cortez^ fupporied on ac-la, and 
count of his monftrous groffnefs, by feveial t\oh\tmzn^contra^sm 
made them a (hort and polite compliment; and foon 
the efteem of the Spanlfl) foldiers, who at firft gave way 
their mirth, occafioned by his overgrown fize, and ridicu-^^f^- 
lous appearance. After receiving the thanks of the general, 
he ordered the officers to be (hewn their quarters in a large 
^ commodious fquare, in w'hich were many hancUbmc apart- 

y ments. Thofe of Cortez^ in particular, greatly fiirpaffcd 
any thing theSfaniahls had ever beheld in J?r/erica, But they 
could engage him to flay only one night, as he was in hade 
to eftabliih his head-quarters \n^iabijlan\ however, before 
his departure, thejpnziquc^made him another vifit^ and to 
render it the more acceptable, brought a rifh prefent, and had 
a private conference with Cortez^ in which he complained of 
the tyranny of Aloteximu u^ apdr ihe defire which many pro- 
vinces h^ii to throw off their brfndage ; but that they were 
biaRi^^y ffiel'aft power of the emperor, antbnot very una- 
nimous among themfelv?s. He intimated his wifh^s that 
Cortez would afliil in recovering the IiHtrtiesbf the Mexi- 
can5\ but faid it w'as not his defign to engage him in fo diffi- 
cult an cnterprize,/ir^P^STb trifling civiikies which it was in 
hi$ power t<* beftov^L nor w'ould it be confident with the laws 
of friendfliip to fell at^great a price his infignificam fervices, 

Cortez difeovered a nvix^jufe of art an<J?generofity in this ha- 
fangue, which he ^wjfweftfd by giving the cazique the higheft 
ppiqipn of the SptjfiJh and judicc ; telling h m, that 



lipt^ iD)iill^^gh| vpij^fyfkM 

|»t»te)^<uif This he defired the camvie vmuld <xmm}m* - 

S ic to his hrioods, afliiriog them th^M^emms would cqifis 
tjjrrsiijiiee, wlSlc he \iodertoQlL^'Jcir defence t a speech 
vouritigftrouglyof the romaminpk it of chl»alrv» nnlcfi we 
coniider that Cortez actually performed all that be promifed« 
CORTEZ took his lcav<^^ extremely fatisficd with hit 
reception ztZampoala^ and the dirpofition iivwhich he found 
thecazique; whence he drew prefaces favourable to his 
great deiign. On hi$*arriva1 at ^uiahtjlm he found the 
town deferted^ though naturally ftrong ; upon which the 
tdards took immediate poflefiion. In the temples they found 
a few priefts, whom they gained by prefents and civilities, 
and from thcfc thcviiad notice that cowardice had occafioned 
the cazique to abandon his town ; and that the nobility, tly>* 
more courageous, had been ipfluenced by, his cjftmple : 
however, that as foon as they were informed of the friendly 
intentions of the ftrangers, they doubted not but they would 
return to their habitations; which accordingly happened, for 
on the fame night fome families ventured to come Back, and 
next day the town was fully inhabited. Not long after 
*the cazique waited upon Cortez^ and with him the chief of 
Zampoala^ who undertook to apologize for his condu4^, and 
|he diffidence he had expreffed of the Spaniards. They 
voluntarily Introduced their complaints of Motezuma^ and 
teiliBed thfir fincerity by the tears they fhed in relating \ 
* hi» crdclties, and the bittemefs of their refentment. They 
pathetically rcprcfentcd,thc mifery of p^lc, and dif-'^ 
honour of the nobility; and the cazique of Zenfpoala added^ 
by way of climax, that, beBdes raiBng his wealth out of the 
calamities of his fubjeds, Moiezuma %vcn invaded their 
houfes, and tore ftom them their wives and children, ftain- 
ing with their blood the altars of his gods, after having fa^ 
crificeid*tbcm firft to purpoliji^tpore cruel and abominable. 
Scarce had the cazique finilhed the recital of his 
when three Indians came in, with all the marks of nbrror 
and furprize in their countenances, and whifpered fome- 
thing to tht taziqiiBs, which made them quit the apartment 
in great confufionj without the ceremony of taking leave. 
It was prcfently knoiirn that fix commrfiariea 

^for callefling his tributes, had entered t^ic towrr with great 
retinues, and were then paffing be^e the Spanijh quarters. 
It was this which hxdithrown the*c«ique8 into fo much dif- 

erder, for they trembled at the of thofc oflicefi^ 

dreaded the indiguation of MoUzi^m^ a,:d were grown ib 
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fp#^<4 |h«,J5pa pf ^y^^jhh f^rqftat^ 
thoft (ci^Mi'g^t of Ibetff^beiti^s. Corie% wc^t out wNll bit 
» Ctpt^int tp fee the procq^n» which Wtt t alto^ 

thcr nicw to the SpaniarHl^ Th^ commiffarica wetc ctrrie^' 
in Utters on the flioujders^ Indians, attended by a gre;^ 
number of fervants, and i nfcj| or oflicers, who cooled theip 
mailers with fans made ofSeltUi^ul feathers. Their drefs 
was magnificepx,^ being compofeo^of fine plumeS;» pejpd^nts 
of gold and jewels in their cars, nofin and lips, with cotton 
mantles adorned with gold and precious ftones« They palTcd 
Cortez without pa) ing him any marks of rcfpeil j which (b ir- 
ritated the Spanijh foldicis, that they would have ebaftifed the 
haughty officers had they not been reflrained by the general^ 
and proceeficd to the town -houfc, where they fummoned the ca- 
zi(Lues,and feverely reprimanded them forprefumingtocondutS: 
firangera*^ntothcir towns, who were enemies to the great M(h 
te^wnay and by way of atonement demanded, belides the ufusJ 
tribute and fervicc, twenty Indians to facrifice to the emperor’s 
gods. 

When notice of this inhuman fentcnce was brought to jjg 
Cortez, he fent for the caziques in the moft private manner, 
and telling them that he could penetrate into their moft fe- x^cxican 
cret thoughts, and found they weroidifpofed to yield obedi- commiffit- 
cnce xo the cruel fentence pafled by the officers. He there- ries, and 
fore charged them not to fuffer fuch abominati6ns, or zny gains great 
longer comply with the fhocking demands of tributes in hu- rt^tutasion* 
\ man blood ; but, on the contrary, to affemble their jfeoplc, 

^j&ize upon theSr CGlomilTarics, and^ leave the Spaniards to 
(ma'mtain what was done by the advice of their genera). The 
boldncfs of the order terrified the caziques j at firft they pofi- 
tivcly refufed to exejcute it j •'but on Cortez's repeating^ his or- 
ders, in a refolute*^ tone, they affcmbled^their townf-ment 
and feized upon the comtnifi'aries, to the great joy of the 
people, who were delightc^gl.. this fpiritS exertion, and 
the puQ^ment which they expelled to fee infli£led on thole 
Hiftrcimcnfrof tyranny and barbarity. It was the intention 
pf iChe caziques to exec«te them in the moft ignominious 
manner ; but finding that Cortez was tfVcrfe this, they 
defjtred at Icaft to facrifice them to tbeir gods, as if this was 
^ treating the pnfon^* very particular lenity. However, 
to prevent •blooJlr^, Cortez otiexed z Spanijh guard upon 
thf minifters; and ai*#be did not approve entirely of com- 
mencing hoftilities agaf >ff MaiezumySaox thought it advife- 
ablc on the other ^nd .5 defert that party of malccontents 
which was form^7 ^^V^cfolved to keep a middle courfe, 

Allied the cfFcas oP^the refentment IhewA by the ca- 

ziques. 
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the cttijpcmr ^ having favea his olfem from ^he inten^d, 
ptiriifliment. With this view he wci'cd two of the 
^s to be brought to him with timutmoft privacy at mid*- 
^ night ; dnd after receiving thcc^*»?th affability, he told tbem^ 
that he was ftudious to favc ^ir lives, and reftorc them to 
liberty ; and as they receivtrJ j;his favour folcly from his 
hands, they might affure Ketezumaf that he would endea- 
vour to procure the relc^Ve of the other ^»tibners, and to 
convince the cazique|if*of their fault, in refufing obedience 
to the facred orders of their prince. As for himfelf, he was 
defirous of peace, and of ihewin;: his reverence for fo great 
a prince, by paying the due rcfpeil to bis minifters and offi- 
cers. The Indians were highly fenfiblc of the obligation ; 
and after returning their thanks, fet out under a Spanifi 
guard, which faw them fafe beyond the frontiers of 
bijlan^ where they thought th^mfelves out of danger ot be- 
ing* retaken by the caziques. But CorUz carried his artifice 
fiill further. Next morning, when the caziques acquainted 
him, in the utmoft horror and confufion, that two of the 
prifoners had cfcapcd, he pretended to be extremely incen- 
fed, and fcvercly reprimanded them for their want of vigi- 
lance and circumfpefltion, ordering, that the remaining pri- 
foners might be fent abefard the fleet, as if he would .charge 
himfelf with their imprifonment ; by which he not only 
gained the confidence of the two chiefs, but likewife opened 
the way to favour with Motezuma^ by charging his officers j 
to treat the prifoners with all poffible kindnefs. j 

In this manner did porUz purfue His fchdihes with 
moft refined policy, the good cffefls of which became im-* 
mediately apparent. Thejuftice, valour, and affability of 
the Spmiards^ were reported through ^11 the neighbouring 
provinces. The ‘caziques of Timpoala and S^uiahijlan ac- 
quainted all their friends and allies of the happinefs they en- 
joyed Mjnder the protection crf^Jjyg^rangers, being freed .from 
impofition, and fecured in fheir liberties, by a pegplw^ujflhy 
valiant, juft, find generous. It was fpread aSroad that the 
gods had come down to ^iabijhn^ darting lightning*at 
Aloiezuma for his I’mpiety 5 and this report gained fo much 
credit that it greatly facilitated t'ne projeds formed by Cortez. 
Above thirty caziques from the the lords of a 

ruftic<*people called Totonaqim^ paid ^<tir rcfpkflts to the 
general, offered their troops to a^l^irn in any cnierprizc, 
and furrendered themSfelves wholly to his obedience, fwear- 
ing fidelity and vaflalage to the This was an 

important acquifition^ as thefe caSl^esVulcd over ropgh 
warltM 


4sibue$« ' ahd«%ilhou>t deferlii 



itatbiifi,' tHe 
acconJitig to , 
Ittid men into the field. 

It was now {irobabl 
Viila Rica di h Vera Cru%\ 


ycrA^ of jbri^liag ao bimdrod 




upon the authority of the Spi 
meaiis confident in their rel 


at Cortez laid thofoundation of yva;« of 
ugh we hav<£uiatcd it cfarlicf, Viii^ 


ijh writers, who are by no founded^ 
Jntonio de SoUs alledges. 


that he founded the colony before^hg fet out for ^nahifian^ 
not only appoiniftg magiftrates, but|^buildirtg houfes, and thi 
^aing the name of the fcttlement ; wfereas in another place Hinders of 
he alledgeSjthat hitherto the new corporation travelled v/itki authors 
the army ; and that Cortez now pitched upon the plain be- correaed. 
tween ^iahijian and the fea, for the refidence of the co- 
lony ; becaufe the land was fertile, abounding in wood and 
water, and very, contiguous to a good harbour, none of which 
conveniences were to be met with in the former fituation. 

The workmen were diftributcd accdrding to their fcveral 
profcffions, and the Indians affifting with equal diligence ‘ 
and dexterity, the houfes began to rife, and the compafs of 
the town was marked by a ftrong mud wall, which formed 
a fufficient defence againft the;, weapons of the country. 

This was the Villa Rica which writers place more to 

the caftward, and among others dfSojis^ though he after- 
wards comtradidts himfelf ; or elfe we muft conclude what is 
nq| at all improbable, that the former fettlemcnt w^s relin- 
^(hed upon difeovering a place more commodious for a 
•lony. The principal officers of the army 1 ibour*ed vdeh 

b)^ay of encouraging the people by his example, and (hew- 
ing them, that whatever promtxcd the public good was ho- 
nourable and praifc-wcttiiy, • ^ 

While he was thus bufied in the arts of poacc, an em- 
bafly, compofed of Motezuimfs two nenjji »WR> j^arftfted by 
five ancient caziques, as counitth5fs,5and attended by a mag- 
nificent rj^^uaifcsrrived with prefenis from Me:qco. The 
emperor, upon hearing of tjic reception given to the Spa- 
nimds by the chiefs of Zempoala and S^uiahijla^^ was |p high- 
ly enraged, that he gave orders io,Taifc a numerous army, to 
take fignal vengeance on perfidious caziques, and facri- 
ficetlie Spaniards to his^^^^ods ; for while his anger continue^, 
he doubted not but he f^2ould without dtificulty be able to 
feiae upon CV/«;and his w*^o\c army. wcver, upon the 
arrival of the cammifTaries rel»afed by CerteZy the feene in- 
ftantly changed, and O-jders were revoked. The pri- 
Ibnera jcitpatiated upon*nhe xdlour, counefy, and generofity 
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lie^ed ^ ttid ^«at Meie«k^ ail^^ofcrund. *t tfcat ttf ^ 
faidtful of hh fubjedls. TbiMp)^afcd d« hidignttiod 
W tbt bamghty*fovc^rcign> arid him refolve once more y 
to try thccfie£bvpf a negotiatjjflrccommcndcd E>yprcfcntsi 
and to give more weight to H\t cmbafTy, he appointed the 
young princes, his neph^ /^o wait upon Ckrkz, The 
prefent was delivered general, together with the em- 

peror*s thanks for thc^civilitics Jhewn to ITis officers. Com- 
plaints were made of ihc rebellious fpirit and prefamption 
the caziques ; and wifbes expreffed that CtjrtiZ 

would interpofe for thc^releafe of the other mfcrior officers; 
the fpeech concluding with Motezuma\ carneft requeft, that 
the Spaniards would withdraw their proteftion from their 
rebellious chiefs, l-elinquith the frurtlefs hope of being afd-» 
mitted to the royal prefcncc, and make the nec^ffary rpre- 
parations for evacuating iht^Mexican dominions. This laff 
point was the main objefl: of the cmbally, and the prrncea 
laboured it with great zeal and addrefs, buf to litrie effeS, 
as Cortez had already fixed his refolution. He received the 
amballadors with great refpedt ; but before he gave h:s an- 
fwer^ had the four prifonc;^ brought into his prefence, and 
returned them to Mot^^^^utna^ telling the ambafladors, that 
he hoped the error of the caziques was fully rcpaiVrd by the 
refiitutioz which he now made ; that he found htmfclf un- 
der the neceffity of protefting them, in return for the manv/ 
civM^ities oeftowed on him. He exhorted the amb^lTadors w 
admonifli their pnneeto reftrain his 5tP^ demandm/f 

more from the fubjeiSs than was reared by the foverei^n 
himfelf, and adding to the oppreffion of heavy taxes the baV- 
barity of human facrifices : heaffured them, that neither the 
cazicjUes of 'Zcripoala and ^uiaHJlan^ f*or thoie of the moun- 
tains, who were entirely at his dc\mtion, fhould aft in any 
thing pivjud'ci"! royal authority ; and that for the 

relt he would explain huSltetf" when he had th^oh^r of 
being admitted into Mote%uma\ prefence, effrnn^the am- 
baflndoTS, that no dangers or difficulties could terrify Sptf- 
niards weroaccuftomed to feelc glory amidft the |rwt- 
eft hazards. This he delivered in fo firm a tone of voice, 
that the ambafladors did not reply, though they 

appeared to be dilTatisficd* He gaw them jomc pr^cfentSii 
and difmifled them, in full confidejicfe', that, not^thftanding 
their difappointmegt with rcfpe£t to the principal objeft of 
their journey, they could not but make their report favour- 
able to the chara3:er of the Befides, the equality 

upon which he treated with Mhzuml^g^yt him great ci^ 
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' pt«&nts» although be dis|, cWntenance^ koee tq>hU 
iMid theie fentiments wer^ . gre^teft ^ prodigies and 
omens wkkh had made To wt CortiP^^^^^ ^ 
dulous fimplc people. 

Feuo£nc£ and penetration w:^ydeed no lefs neeeflary 
to Csr/f 2 than'Naiour ; he was obligMio gu^rd againfl tbo’ 
p^Aiares Jaid by his friends, as well ^ to oppofe the open 
Attacks of his enemies. Of this there now appeared an hi- 


ftancc. The cazique of Zmpoala was the inveterate enemy 
of the chief of the neighbouring province of Zempazingoi 
and he thought this a proper opportunity of taking ven- 
geance, and enriching himieif with plunder. He told Cortez^ 
tha^a bo^ of Mdxicam were quartered in Zempazingv^ and 
that they*uefolaced his Helds, a«^id ruined his country, on ac^ 
count of his attachment. Cortez believed the feigned rda- * 


tion, and accordingly marched with a corps of Spaniards and 
Inmans to attack Zempazingo ; but finding the town deferted^ 
and meeting wnth fome prielh, the deceit was difeovered: he 
reproved the cazique of Zmpoak^v fcducing him by faUities^ 
to be the mean inftrument of nh^^privatc revenge, and the 
tool to gratify his avarice : he cont?a(£led a frietidfliip with 
the cazique of ZempazingOj reconciled the two chiefs, and 
gained the eileem of both parties, by the equity and fteadinefs 
Spf his conduft. On his return to Zem^ala^ tbc casque 
Endeavoured to efface his fault, by a prefent of eight 
« the moft de^utif^l virgins in h^s province. One of 
ftiem was his niece, ^nd her he prefented to Cortez^ defiring 
he would take her for his wi^, and diflribute the reft among 
his officers ; aivhonovr which Cortez declined, on accoint of 
his religion, taking this opportunity to perfuade the <^que 
to abjure idolatry, and embrace the Chr|ft ian ^tcligTon : a 
point which be laboured to4i^tifi trofpcijfSj 3 though he^ro- 
ceeu€d fp^r -aR to pull down the images in the temple, ered^ 


ing crofics in their ftcad, and the other emblenf^ of the Ro- 
ixiarv catholic religion. Upon this circumftance pll the*Sptf- 
ntjh writers expatiate with great zeal, praifing thfe piety of 
C§rUz\ though, for our owA parts, we cannot reconcile 
chriftianity with thq aiiioitious^ fchemes he had projefted, 
and the unjuft attack made upon the dominions of a prince 
with whom he had no quarrel. ^ Indeed^ whatever the piety 
of Certez might hjive been, it is certain that the propagation 
of the gofpd was no means the motive of the Spmijh 
court far extending jtier ^nquefts in Jmerim \ ^nd the vaft 
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encomiums upon the piety 
^he Spanijh lcade-«s^f tbofe expe-*- 
ditions, made purely fifom motives of national intcreft, and 
private avarice or ambition. 

Cortez Upon the return of the Spaniards to their new fettle-^ 
reainsesa ipcnt at Vera Cruzy they' were joined by Francifeo de Sancedo^ 
Render who left Cuba with one officer and ten men, to join CerteZj 
ninforce^ and attach themfelves to his fortune. -This lupply gave 
^ent cf great pleafure to the general ; but it was confiderably abi^fed 
by the intelligence which Sam^do brought, that VeldqueZy go** 
vernor of Cubay was flill the enemy ot Cortezy and had pur* 
fued liis refentment with fuch application and diligence, 
that he remonrtrated to the court upon the Jefertion of C^r- 
/rz, and obtained a co^mmiffion from the king, appointing him 
lieutenant not only of the ifj^nd of Cubay but foie direftor 
of all the difeoveries and^^-5nquefts which fhould be made 
on the continent, with power to befiow employments, and 
equip expeditions, in whatever manner he (hould think pro- 
per. It was nectflary for Cortez to vindicate his own con- 
duct ^to the court, and efface any bad impreffions which^* 
might probably remain from the miftepreicr tatians of Vela* ( 
quez. He likewife thought it incumrei^t upefk^him to havd[^' 
his commilBon immediately fiom the king, and wholly in-^ 
dependent on Vclaquez \ for which purpoCe he determined ta 
dirpaic^-; Portocarreo and Alonujo to Spmny with an account of 
his prc^ceedings. ‘ He laid bis intention beforyii the town of 
VeraCraZy^^^iA obtained a letter, figned by all the ma- 
gillrates, giving a ihoiV icl the fuccefs of the expedi-' 

tion, the provinces already 'brought under the ob^fr^ncL^of 
his catholic m^ajefly, the fettlement made at Vera Cruzy the 
richesj^ fertility, and great plenty of this new world, vhc 
progi efs made by fi'ic gofpel, and the difpofitions that were 


making for bringing the powerful empiie of the tyrant 
iezuma under lubjeifion, byoneaif^^ of his own difafiet^ed 
fuyetfis. In this letter were mentioned the violences offered 
by Velaqmzy with a full vindication of the mcafures taken 
by CorUZy the Itron^ft trircomiums upon his condufl, hia 
valour, prudence, clemency, juftice, an4 every quality that 
conilitutes the general and ftaiefman. Qrcat praife likewife 

was 



.pIsMbwex) on ^e ^pbura^ ilod oooiiiti^ ^all the od^ 
ciptains and ibidiera engaged iit the ex{iedkion$ aw hta 
was intreated^ in the name of d)e toy^n and magi^ 
f giftrates of La Vera Crur^^ to confirm the authority of Cot^ 

U%^ and cherifli, by his cW.ntenance, an infant colony, ^ 

promifed to produce the greeted: wealth and honour to his 
royal diadem. To this l^y;^|L added another from 

tuixifelf, in which he entered rh^c mimxijly upon his jufti- 
ficatioO, and '^gswe firong afluran^S,^^ his'Vell-groundcd 
expectation of bringing the empire Mpiezuma under his 
majefty’s obedience. vVith thcfe difpatchcs were fent all 
the gold, jewels, and other prefents and effeCts, which the 
colony had acquired fince their arrival in Mexico^ either by 
gfft, conqueft, or traffic, the foldiers chcarfully giving up 
their (hares, that the offering made by their general might 
appear with the more fpicndor. The belft (hip in the fleet 
was got ready for this voyage, and the two envoys fet fail 
for ^Spain on the l6th of 7/^i^,.with ftricl injunciions to pafs 
through the channel of Bahama^ if poffible, in order to avoid 
being intcjcepted by Velaquez^ and at no event to touch upon 
any part of the ifland of Cuba* 

Scarce had Cortez finift\ed this important bufinefs, when 
he was alarmed by the difeov^^^ of a confpiracy to deftroy 
the whole fcheme, by giving intelligj^nce to Velaquex of a 

courfeof the (hip, and the contents of the difpatches, De ^on/piracy 
Solis alledgcs, that the prcjeCl was laid, to ftjzc njpon the 
ihip, and carry her off, with all the difpatchcs, to Cuba, Be 
this as it may, Cortez had no fooner made difeovery of the 
contrivance, tjjan hy feized upon the confpirators, two of 
vvhom were, auer direguhr trial, condemned to death, and 
two others to be wl/pped. All the reft were pardoned, ex- 
cept the chief mariner, who was fentenced to lofe one root, 
as a juft puni/hment, v;hlch however would not difabk” him 
from the fervice. Herrera alledges, that the liccntisi^Juati 
Diaz w^s engaged in this conrpija£^^^b;rf ttvp out 

of refpeiji^ his funClion, did no^proceed agaiaft him j^tho' 
sie Soli? vindjir^cs the charaCler of this gentleman : a point 
' indeed of little confequence to the EngHJlj rsader/ 

CORTEZ having now ilifcharged himfelf of a?l that ap- 
peared neceffary towards confirming his own power, pro- 
curing the good of the colony, and promoting the fucceft 
of the expedition, turned his thoughts towards employing 
bis foldiers upon ffome greater entcTprize than had hitherto 
been undertaken ; but he firft^efolved to fleftroy the fleet, 
to cut off all poffibility of retreating, and to convince the 
foldiers that their pnly^ lecurity confifted in their valour and 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVIIL I pcrfrvcrancck 
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This fcbcme be comaninicated to ti$ 
hfs mends^ by whom it was «ppmveii« It was then mfeired ^ 
to the council and obtained their approbation ; and the mea^ 
^»e was fo Well pondufted, that even the mariners and pi* 
lotb were fatisfied with the prudcncl of the refohition, npoii 
a prefumption chat the (hips lyM necefiarily fmk for want, 
of repairing. Accordingly al^fthf ihips were burnt^ Cortm 
only referving the, »'<Veing,/;Sd a few boats for fitting j a 
bold aflion, th? mei^«»;<^hich Cajlilh claims to himfelf^ 
by alledging that he had ftrft fuggefted it to Cortez, Im- 
mediately mcafures were concerted for advancing farther 
into the country ; preparations were made for the march, 
and a general mufier was taken of the army, which was 
found to confift of five hundred foot, fifteen horfe, and 
fix pieces of cannon ; a very inconfiderable force, with 
which to enter upon the reduflton of a vaft empire. Of this 
' (lender corps an hundred and fifty men and two horfes were 
left for the defence of the fetthment, under the conduilf’of 
Juan de Efcalante^ an officer in whofe valour and abilities 
Cortez placed the greateft confidence. The cazique of Z^w- 
poala had provided 2CO Tamenes^ or Indians^ accufiomed to 
. burdens^ to carry the baggage j and bad bcfides augmented 
the army with a body of troop«^^"out of which Cortez picked 
400 men that appeared the moft ftrong and defperatc, 
Lmong whom were near fifty of the principal mobility of 
the prqvibce.t To the cazique he recommended, in thc^ 
ftrongeft terms, obedience to Efcalanie^ governor of Vera 
CruZy who would not fail to proteft him from all infults 
and injuries during his abfence, providqtl tbatchis behaviour 
merited favour and regard. V " 

He begins J^ST as the troops were beginning th^r march, Efcalante 
his march advice to the general, thal^a fquadron had been feen of? 
f&r Tlaf- Vera Cmzy without caring to come to,<^though he made them 
cala. fignals \>f peace. Such intelligence was not to be difregard- 
cd j fet ^out from the army for the fettle* 

ment, and found, upon his arrival, that one of vcffela 
had come 19 an anchor, and fome men werej^nding, who 
approached withoat any fymptoms^of fear. It foon appeared 
that one wits a notary,’ and the reft witnefles of his notifica- 
tion to Cortez^ that Francifeo de Garay^ governor of Jamaica^ 
had, by virtue of the king^s committon, equipped a fqua- 
dion, confifting of three (hips and two hundred and fevehty 
men, under the comniandof Alonfo de Pinadoy to make dif- 
coveries, and thst they had already taken pofleillon of the 
lands near the ix^ti^anuco^ where it was intended to efta-^. 
blttt a colony, about twelve or fourtCAti leagues to the wefl- 

ward. 



(Sar^ therefore ^uired that he * 

to make any fcttlcmcrit^ that way. To wbi<?h Cortez an- 
iTweied, that he was a ftranger to forms of law ; but if the 
Aaptain would favour him with an intervieWf every thii^ ^ 
w ihould be adjufted in the manner moil beneficial to the pub« 
f lic» as they were both fubjeds olthe fame prince, and mum- 
ally obliged to promote his ferv5,je* On the notary’s refufing 
to go back with this melTage, r(;fr^rpi»>Afi»t 

manner, upon 1 dke£t anfwer, C^?r/I^^ere3^him and his 
Companions to be feized, and had af^r^ards the good for- 
tune to take prifoners three more of the /hip’s crew, whd 
enlifted without fcruple, in his fervicc, as did the notary and 
his companions 5 a rcinforcemcnt'of*fomc tonfcquence at a 
time when feven Spaniard were become fo valuable. Upon 
this he returned to Zempoala^ giving himfelf no uneafinefs 
about (r^rj/s attempts, and congratulating liimfelf that it was 
no aifnamjnt ferit by Velaquez to^obftruft his pfojefls. He be- Encoitni * 
gan his march with a body of Spaniards^ in the van, and an- tors 
other of Indians in the rear ; the charge of the artillery being cultiesi 
Committed to the ftrongeft of the TameneS^ afid the baggage 
diftributed among the reft, paffing through fcvcral towns be- 
longing to the mountaineers, all which he kindly re- 
ceived, and combated every obftruflioit, which fcarcity of 
provifion, inclemency of weather, bad\oacis, mountains and 
precipices • could throw in his way. The cold was e^celHve^ 
and the Iho^jp^s of rain hard and frequent, inTomufli that 
the foldicrs, deprived of the means of /hcltcr, kept on 
marching to avoid being chilled to death. Cortez at laft 
gained the top dtiSthc rjlountains, juft as»a ftruggle began to> 
appear between the ftpngth arid refolution ot his foldiers ; 
from whence he coul/ difcover^ome villages at a little dif- 
tance, to which the arr^ proceeded with alacrity, and ifteC 
With rcfrcfhment, that foon effaced the memory of ailytheir 
paft labours. They were now on the borders ql^Zo^/thluni 
ajarge and^pulous province, the ra'/.Ique of w^iefi reflCed 
.in the capiwT of the fame name with the province, fituited 
in the valley, at the foot of the mountain. gave hint 

hotice^of his arrival by tveo^etnpoalans^ and received an in- 
vitatiori froift the Cacique to lodge Jn his city, wheft?, how- 
ever, upon his arrival, the foldiers met with fuch indiffereni 
entertainment, as fatisfied the general that he was invited 
/ather from motives of fear than affeilion. When the ca- 
ijiqflC 'vifited him, it was apparent that he was the mere tpol 
' oh^otezuma^ employed to infptrc his eifcmies with dread, 
by .exaggerating his pow#t. Cortez penetrated into his dc* 

,»nd fruftrated them, by acquainting the chief, that 


I a 


he 



ihe was fuffidently informed of the emperor's' poWer j 'feu^ 
though h?s intentions ^cre pacific, he did not fear the 
whole ftrength of Mexico^ as one of his men Was able ii \ 
^ tope with whToIe armies of fuch troops as Motezumc^s. ** f\ 
*V.*fhalI never, fays he, draw my fword without juft provo^i 
cation ; but once drawn; every thing (hall be put to fire 
and fword, and nature?/ aflift me with her prodigies, 
and heavp»?-*Wl^vi^**;li^tning. I cornc abolilh human 
“ faciificcs, and to {indicate the caufe of a tremendous Being, 
who is (hocked af the barbarous fuperftition and ignorant 
idolatry of Motexuma^ which you reverence as part of his 
** grandeur.” The iippreflion which this bold fpcech made 
on the cazique was perceivable ; he not only accommodated 
the foldiers with , better lodging and provifion, but (hewed 
an awful refpefl towards the meaneft Spaniard^ as if he be- 
lieved him his fuperior; for w»hat could he imagine of a 
handful of men, who fet a(*defiance what he beloved to be 
the greateft power on earth, but that they were fomething 
fupernatural ? As a difficulty arofe about the rout which 
Cortez (hould take, the cazique recommended Chotulay be- 
caufc the country was fertile, ari'd the inhabitants, who were 
more difpofed to commercr‘man war, would grant him an 
indifputtd paflage ; V’hercas he with great earneftnefs dif- 
^ fuaded him from the road of Tlafcala^ as the people wxre of 
a bloody warlike difpofition. This advice, hoover, was op- 
pofed by the Indians that attended Cortez, Tney affirmed 

* that Qhoiula was a very populous city, the people of which 
were infidious and treacherous ; bti^des thr^t, 1t was gene- 
rally filled with Moiiiuma^s troops, /rs to t^e Tlajcalans^ they 
affirmed, he had nothing to fear, fini e they were bound by 
th?. ftrideft ties amity arfd alliancf with the Zempoalam 
and ^otonoques, and waged ccminual war with MoUzuma, 

• Whai^ they faid was agreeable to the general’s own fenti - 
meptsV^^d ebufing rather to confide in approved friends than 
in tjic cazii^uc, who appeared fo much attat'^^d to Mote^ 
zuma^ he^ave orders for the army to march ftraii76r llaf* 
cala^ on the frontiers of vvhichchc foon arrived. I'hen he 
halted a town called Xacozango^ upon hearing that the 
province was in arms ; but the defign was kept fccret, in or- 
der to gain a more intimate knowledge of the (Ircngth and 
difpofition of the people. ^ 

At this time Cortez learned that the pfbvincc of Tlafcala 
was populous atfid^cxtcnfiv^ its frontier being about fifty 
leagues. The country was rough and mountainous^ the 
towns were built on eminences difficult of accefs, and the ip- 
habitants brave, hardy, and accuftomed to arms. At firft the 

goviirntneiit 
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S overnment was monarchical; but th« indepen4efit ^*fit Of* 
^tihfcakns not brooking fubjcftion to ^ indhddaal, threw 
•off the yoke, and after living for fomc time in a ftate of anar-. 
rchy, formed themfclvcs into a regular common^wealth, ul- # 
der the djredion of a fenate and certain magiflrates, wbofe li- 
rifdiftions were limited to ccrtafjn towns. The republic was jjg 
now in the zenith of her poweiiand glory, having for a feries emhaJUj 
of years foiled all the power of li- to Tlif- 

berty on the moTt fedid bafis, in confc^%ifte of alliances form- call* 
cd with feveral provinces for their mutual defence. In particu- 
lar the Tlafcalans were ftriflly confederated with the OtomhSf a 
people deemed favage even in this barbarous country, fierce ii^ 
war, and cruel in conqueft. This^information determined 
Cortez to addrefs the 7lafcalans with an embafly, to requeft a 
free paffage through the territories of th# republic ; and he 
chofe for this employment the Zempoalan nobles, who had 
advifed the road of Tlafcala^ tluit their credit might beinte-. 
reded in the iflue of the negotiation. Y o\xr Zernpoalans^ per- • 

fe<Stly inftru£lcd by Cortez^ fet out to execute their commif- 
fion, drefTed with all the badges of embalTy ufual among the 
Indians^ and entering the city of Tlafcala, were lodged in the 
Capifea^ the apartments deft^ned for the reception of fo- • 
reign minifters, and next day admitted to an audience of the 
fenate. The members of this alTcmSly were ranged on low^ 
chairs, rrfade of one piece of wood, called ^ At the 

entrance of^he ambafladors, they rofe Up and welcomed 
them with a kind of referved civility, and important gravity. • 
After paying their refpe<fls to the fenate, the Zempoalant 
walked leifurefyii^p A the middle of the hall, where they 
kneeled down, and -Waited for leave to fpeak ; which being 
granted, the orator /f the emibafly delivcsed himfclf to|he 
following effeil, as reported by Antonio de Solis. Noble 
republic, potent and valiant Tla/cahnsj the cazifjue of 
“ Zempoala, and the lords of the mountains yr**** Virienda 
and confejjerates, fend you heaj^h j and wilfe you aSun- 
** dant,^<^.<{C^ and the death of your enemies : they give you 
to underftand, that certain invincible men arc arrived among 
“ them from the eaft, who feem to be divinities j^for they 
<< fail upon great palaces, and command thunder and llght- 
nin^, the peculiar arms of heaven. They ferve another 
God, fuperior to our gods, who detefts tyranny and fa- 
<< crifices of huijian blood. Their captain is amhaflador 
from a very potent monarch, who, from gnotives of piety, 
is impelled to reform the abuVes of offr country, teach us 
the knowledge of the^true God, and refeue us from the 
** opprefSon, tyranny, and cruelty of the bloody MoUzumet, 

I 3 ** Having 
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; Havmg already drliVcred cur proviifces out oF b6tidag«| 
and placed us in a ftate of liberty, he defires to palt 
f* through yoQr republic in his way to and to be in-*h 

• ^^Pformed in \Vhat the tyranft has offended you, that he may A 
vdd your caufe to the others which juftify his undertaking^ 
We know his valour, jufklce, generofity, and pacific in* 
tentions, and therefore come . in the name of the cazique^ 
your allieSy.>’5**Kv\efl. arid exhort that you yill admit thefc 
ftrangers as the /rifeds and benefa£torf of your confede* 
rates ; and on the part of their captain, wc can allure yoif 
** that his difpofitions to the republic are friendly, and that 
he only demands a free paffage through your country, af- 
f* ter you fliall be perfuaded of the finccrity of his good will, 
and that his arms are the inftruments of juftice, reafon, 
and religion, which vindicate the caufe of heaven ; mild 
, and good in their own nature, and terrible only to the 

wicked.” Having finifhed their harangue, thc«^four re- 
« tired to their feats, and were anfwcred by the cldeft fena- 

tor in the name of the reft, ‘‘ that the propofition of the 
Zempoalam and Totoneques was grateful to the republic; but 
that the anfwer jo the captain of the ftrangers required 
' f ^ mature deliberation with* which anfwer the ambalfadors 
retired to the Calpifc Avhilc the fenators ft)ut themfelves up 
*to difcufs the propriety of granting the demand ,made by 
Cortez, i/ »• 

JXt'vifions On this point they were foon divided in opinion, whence 
the enfued very warm difputcs. Some were for attacking the 
pate of ftrangers, and deliroying them as enemies tOwthe country in 
I’iaicaJa. general; others were ‘lor granting theiiUlcm^nd, and attach- 
ing them by civilities to the republic ;twhile a third party 
fleered a middle ccHirfe, and adVifed givil g them no piolefta- 
tlon, provided they continued their march without entering 
upon the dominions of Tlofcala. After abundance of altdr- 
catiop, onq^f the oldeft fenators, andaperfon 

of gr*»at autfibrity, deftrecLto be heard. He mentfoned the 
tradition of. their anceftors, and the revelations Vt their 
priefts, that a race of invincible men, of divine origin, who 
had pow^** over the elements, (hould come from the call, 
to fubdue their country. He compared the refcmblance 
•wbich the ftrangers bore to the perfons figurcc^in the tradition 
p{ Mexicoy their dominion over the elements of fire, ^irand 
water; he reminded the fenatc of their prodigies, omens and 
fignals, which bad lately terrified the Mexicans^ and indica^c^ 
fomc very important event ; and then declared his opinion, 
that it would be rafhncfs to oppofe aTorcc apparently aflifte4 
by heaven, and men who had already proved^ to the fad cx- 
^ ^ pericftc^ 



perjqKfi of the Tabafiam^ that they we^c iiivindhle^ In a# 
wordy he ballanccd the danger of a refufd againft t|ic advan^ 
l^^es which might refult from granting the ramieft of thf 
grangers i and declared his opiniony that they pu^t not onW 
to be allowed a free paffage, but diftioguiihed by all the A * 
fpeft and honour which the republic had power to bellbw, / 
vThe fentiments of this fage met with great applaufe, and all 
the fenate were inclined to follow his XicQtencal^ 

a young fenatorof great fpirit, valour, >^,^*rcputktion in -arms, 
rofe up, and anfwered him in the fo Jo wing words, which 
we quote on the authority of de Solis^ as a fpecimen of the Xicoten* 
national charafter, becaufe it feemed to convince the audi- 
tors. “ Gray hairs, faid the youthfal orator, are not always^^^^^^* 

‘‘ infallible in their decifions, as being more inclined to 
“ cautious reflexions, than to hardy entirprizes. I pay all 
“ due refpeX to the authoiity and opinion of Magifcai%in\ 

“ b®t yoy will not think it ftrgnge, confidering my age and 
“ profeflion, if I have notions Ids refined, and politicks mor6 

daring. When we talk of war, we are often deceived by * 

‘^JhaLvvhicl^'e call prudence; for whatever refenibles fear 
is not virTue, but a paffion. It is true, there is an 
«« expeXation among us of thofe oriental reformers, which is 
kept up by a prophecy that is flow in its completion. It 
is not niy inclination to diferedit^ tradition that has 
‘‘ come venerable by the confent of ages ; but t^ll me, 1 
pray you, what fecurity have we that thefe* are fhe pro- 
‘‘ niifed ftrangers ? Is it the fame thing to come from the ^ 
caft as to come from the celefiial regions, which wc confi- 
“ der as the birll!-plrf:e of the fun ? "I'fce fire-arms and great 
‘‘ embarkations wllsA you call fea-pa!accs, may be the cf- 
feXs of human in/uftiy, which arc adqpired for their no- 
♦‘ velty; and perhaps ^}iey may be the delufion of fome*in- 
chantment, like the deception of the fight, which wc call 
cunning and juggling in our diviners. Was what they 
did in any more than their defeating^ an arn^ fu- 

perW rothemfelves in number; and fliall this be thbught 
wonderful in Tlnfcala^ where greater aXjons afe daily per- 
fcfrmed by natural means? May not the great benignity 
they have ufed towards the Zempoalam be an ariirtfeeito gain 
tl\e people||||£ leaft I fliall deem it a fufpicious fweetnafs 
“ to pleafe th^alate, and covtir the internal poifon, as it is 
M perfeXly confiftent with what we already know of their 
pride, avarice, and ambition. Thefe nj|n» if they be 
not in faX fomc monfters thrown Up \)y the fea on our 
coafts, rob our people, live at difcreiion, guided by no 
Other law than their own will, and given up to the de^ 

I 4 “ liRhU 
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* ** light! ©T this country^ defpife our cotiftttutJonai, and «h- 
^*'deavour to introduce innovations equally dangerous to re^ 
ligtqn and government. They deftroy our templeSf aA 
* % appears from their conduct at Zempoahj pull in pieces our^ 
*^altars, and blafphemc our gods ; and is this the race you 
cclcftial? If the Zempoalans and Totomques have re- 
ceived them into their fricndlhip, it was without confult- 
ing our ^nfcquently we are under no ties by 

the laws of nationjvT They advance ifndcr no proteftion 
than the want of rtflefiion, which defervesto be punifhed 
as prefumptuous. Thefe prociipies and fignals, fo magni-- 
fiea by Magijeatzin^ rather pcfluade us to treat them like 
** enemies, as being conftant harbingers of calamities and 
miferies. Heaven, with its prodigies, does not give us no- 
ticc of what we^wi(h, but what wc are to fear; for thofe 
felicities never come accompanied by terrors ; nor ^oc» 
heaven light comets to lulbas to fleep, but to awake us to 
, ** a fenfe of our danger. My opinion therefore is, that wc 

affemble our forces, and crulb them at one blow, for 
they come into our power, marked by fjgnals in 
‘‘ purpofely that we may look on them as oppreflbrs of our 
country, avd revilers of our gods ; and that eftablifhing 
the reputation of o,iir arms upon their punifliment, the 
world may perceive that it is not the fame thing to be im- 
“ mort^lin and invincible in (A).” 

Refoluiion THEfpeech o{ Xicotencat vtzs with loud acclama- 

the ji- tions \ it foon effaced every trace left in the minds of the audi- 
nate to op- cnce by the more cautious advice of Magifcaizin j it was con-^ 
pofe Cor- genial to the warlike humour of the pewle,Vull of fire, fpirit 
and refolution, and therefore receivcois more honourable. 
It yas from this confideration*rcfolved,wat (hould 

affemble a body of forces, to mcafure. his ftrength with the 
Grangers, without engaging or hazarding the whole power 
of the republic. If he overcame the enemy, the reputation 
of the repuhiic in arms was preferved \ and if ii^fhould be 
defeated, there was room to treat of peace, by Tayfng the 
blame upon the QtmUs^ and declaring it was a difordcr oc- 
cafioned by their ferocity. In confequcncc of this determi- 
natioil, the Zmpoalan ambaffadors were detained, which 
raffed Aifpicions in the mind of Cortez that tllptenbaily was il} 


(A) The authors have infert- 
ted this fpeecl^s a mafterly ^ 
piece of elocution, which the 
reader may, if he chinks proper, 
aferibe xo (he imagination of 


Spanijh htftoriun, At any event 
it may ferve to convey an idea of 
the diTpofition of the warlike^ 
fpiritsd Tla/calans* 

scccivcd, 
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ivcdved, and <:d>ltged him, after ftayjng tn hit 

encamp^merit) to draw nearer to the city of ^Jcala, With 
) his army drawn up in good order, he pafled a ftrong wall ,, 
which joined two mountains, and had beat raifed at a#alh 
cxpence of labour by the ancient inhabitants againft 
vafions of their enemies. It was happy for Cortez th« the 
Tlafcalans had not thought of defending this poft, cither be- 
caufe they c^pfe to give battle in the or/:>. plain, or had not 
fo foon expeded^his approach. H^l^ad not marched far be- 
yond the wall, when a party of thzTlafcalam was difeover- 
ed with plumes, which denoted that an army was in the field, 

Thefe be drove before him by a detatchment of fix horfe, 
obliged them to join another party,, and then reinforcing the 
advanced detachment, charged the enemy with fuch vigour, 
that they began to retire, when five thouTand Tlafcalans ruflied 
with loud fhouts from the bulhes in which they had concealed 
th^mfekres, juft as the infantry feafonably came up to fup- 
port their /lender body of cavalry. The enemy attacked rr , m 
with the utmoftfury; but they were fo much difconcerted 
-^wjd3.the.fixft,difcharge of the fire-arms, that they retreated in caIans/« 
confufion, and furni/hed ^Spaniards with an opportunity 
of purfuing them with great /laughter. C^rtez^ ^^owev6r, 
fufpefting that this could not be t^eir whole force, and that mentis 
it was rather a ftratagem to draw him in than a flight, rdt. 
united fiis corps, and advanced with the utnjo/I cjution, in 
order of battle, to an eminence, from whence he difeovered 
the whole Tlafcalan army, compofed of near forty thoufand • 
men of dift'ci^nt nations, under the command of Xcotencalj 
general of tht^repdblic. The expedience which the Spa^ 
niards gained at hMbafco prevented their being difeouraged 
with the vaft fupe/ority of the enemy ; ithey marched ^own 
the hill with perfect c<)niipofure, formed on the plain, broug^ht 
down their artillery without huriy or confufion, anddifpoled ^ 
every thing for attacking the Tlafcalans^ with the ftrongeftaflu- 
ranee of mdioxy. Xicoiencal haej indeed ihevi(^d his efexteri- 
ty, bjrdiipofing his troops into fuch a manner as tofurround 
the Spaniards^ which he l^ad no fooner ef&£led,*than he con- 
traQed the circle with incredible diligence, and rained 
fliowers of darts, ftoncs, and arrows, which aTTfmft co* 

,.verpd the little army of Cortez, Being fenfible, however, 
by the terrible /laughter of Bis troops, of the inferiority of 
the Indian miflile weapons to the fire-arms of the enemy, 
he clofcd, in order to try the jefFeds of h^s pikes and fwords. . 

In this particular the Indians were noY more upon an equa- 
lity ; they fought witlt great courage and impetuofity, but 
tkty fell in heaps, either by thefword, or the volleys dif- 
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diirged aaioi^ them iirom the artillery. It was their policy 
to conceal their flain and wounded.} yet it was apparent 
their numbers werediminifhed^ and their fury abated^ for they 
{ell hack to a greater diftance, though they ilUI continu^ 
the CQgagement. CorteZy who had all this while fought in ^ 
the mccn of a fquarei prefencing a front to every fide, now 
confultcd his officers, whether he ought not to force his^ay 
through the ene^,i 4 p a place where he mighty extend his 
line, and fight fomofc ^advantage r which they approving, 
he formed his men into ^ column, puihcd on with irre&ftible 
fury, and after an obftinate engagement, entirely broke 
and routed the enemy, chiefly by means of the horfes, ani- 
mals fo wonderful and dreadful to the Tlajcalans. In the 
purfuit, one Nicron^ a Spanijh horfeman, engaged himfelf too 
far, w'as furrounded, <and taken prifoner by the IndimSy after 
they had killed his horfe, and cut ofF the head of the monfler, 
which-was placed as a trophy qn the point of a fpear> 
carried in triumph to the fenate,. though Nicron had the good 
fortune to be refeued by his companions. By this accident 
the Tlafcalans were encouraged to rally, and r enew^ g^ 
charge, which they begun with redoubled vigour, that 
might have proved fatal to the lives of many Spaniardsy had 
it continued ; but fortunately JTuotencal had ordered a re- 
t^^at to be founded, on flifeovering that mod of his officers 
were flain, ^apprehending that he fhould not be ablc*to go- 
vern fuch k multitude of foldiers by his own authority. Thus 
,the Spaniards remaiued mafters of the field, tho* the 7iajca^ 
Ians likewife claimed a vidlory, only becaufe tl^ey were not 
completely defeated, ajzd they had takerLwhA^ they deemed 
an ineflimable prize, the head of a S/»c 7 ; 2 /j|^.orre, which was 
greatly ad mi red,L^n^ facrificed with theutm^folemnity in one 
of th£ temples. On their fide the flauehtcr was very great, 
but not certain as to the number, the killed and wounded 
* having been carried off the field with the utmoft diligence 5 
while SorUz fu^ained no other lofs than that of horfe, 
and niife foldiers who wereVounded, and prevented fcr a 
few days from doing duty. 

Th£ field being now open, Cor fez marched to a villagje 
in the Tlafcalay of which he took poffeffion without 

opp^fition, and then refrefhed his foldiers with abundai\ce 
of provifton, which the cncmy«had left behind ; but it was 
obvious that the road to Tlafcah would fliil bcbdifputed, and 
that the republic, by no means, acknowledged hcrfclf con- 
quered. The death of fo many great officers and caziques 
occafioned various opinions in the fenate ; but flilJ Xicotencal 
maintained a majority, who were for trying the fortune of 
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nhother engagement, notvAtUftan^ittg &%' btil 
plsiinours raifed by Mapjeatzin^n party againft the generaPa 
vanity and rafbnefs. Xicatencal^ on the other hand^ ani- 
mated his drooping countrymen by the trophy of the hoife’fi;, 
iiead ; he defired a reinforcement, and promifed to afve a 
good account of the enemy with fo much confidenec^that 
the fenate was ready to enter into the meafures dictated by 
his revengCa^when an auxiliary cadq»:3 arrived with ten 
thoufand men, and infufed freih Tgirits into the republici^ 
bccaufe it was regarded as fuccours from the gods, being un- 
expc(fled. Cortez would have made propofals of peace j blrt 
he could find nd Zempoalans who would undertake the com- 
miffion, being terrified with thb ufage their countrymen 
met with, who had now efcaped from confinement, upon 
notice' that they were to be facrincccPin a few days to the 
gods of Tlafcfila, He advanced at the head of a party, 
fetzed «pon (everal villages i« the way to the capital, and 
returned to the camp with great quantities of provifions, and 
a number of prifoners, from whom he had intelligence, that 
XicoiencaLy/^ encamped at the diflance of two leagues, and 
diligent in recruiting his forces, which would in a day or 
two be much more numerous than in the former engage-, 
ment. He was fenfible, that if vi^ory depended upon num- 
bers, the Spaniards would have no chance wiili the Tlafct^- 
lans\ horteZy therefore, releafed all the pqfoncrs, faying, 
he would augment Xicoimcaf^ army, to ftiew the republic 
how little he feared her utrnolt ftrength ; an adl which gavcj 
the enemy tlys mod extravagant ideas of his valour and genc- 
rofity, and coMribited greatly to his future fuccefs ; befides, 
that by this meai?wyhe incrcufed his own ftrength, having 
no occafion to emjj^oy troops»to guard thv prifoners, Chufing 
ouethemoft intrepid|^nd ingenious among the perfo ns \^om 
he fet at liberty, he charged them with a mefiage to Xico^ ^ 
tencal to the following effect : I'hat he was concerned for the 
Jofs whiejj^ the republic fuftaineij in the batt^p; but Ithe fe- 
nate v/as to blame for treating them in a hoftile manner, who 
had only pacific defigns. ^ Notwftbftanding thft caufe of dif- 
pl&afure, he would dill, he fnid, enter upon a negotiation 
as if nothing had paflTed ; but infided upon Xico^^kdU dif- 
^riping, unlefs he wanted to draw down his vengeance! to 
be utteily dedroyed, and thef name and misfortunes of Tlaf- 
(ola be made a»tcrror to all the neighbouring nations. 

It was imagined this bold meflage v^ould intimidate the 
Indian general ; but it produced the v#ry contrary eflFeft, and 
ib roufed his refentmt»ir, that he fent the prifoners back^ 
inapgied for their prefumption, with an anfwer, that Cortifz 



lliould fee him in tUe field at the firft riling of the fyn ; for 
hi$ intention was to carry him, and all his people, alive, to 
offer them up as facrifices to the gods of the republic. This i 
^notice he gave Jiinx, that he might prepare hiixjfelf j faying, * 
th^ he was not accuilomeJ to leiTen the glory of bis vii^orioi 
by t'.-king the enemy at adifadvantagc. With thefe menaces 
Cortiz and XicoUncal irritated each other, while both made 
the moll vigorous preparations for executing their promifes, 
and deciding their fortune by one battle, gene- 

ral kept ftrift guard during the night, and next morning ad- 
vanced half a league to an advantsgeous poll, where he de- 
termined to wait for the Tlafcalans^ in fuch a difpofition as 
the experience of the prc-ceding engagement dilated to be 
neceffary. His flanks were fecured by the artillery, orders 
w'ere illucd with rcf^ctSi to the times and diftances when the 
cannon could be difeharged to moft advantage, every con* 
tingency was forefeen, and Co^riez took his own po^ at %hc 
head of the cavalry, that he might fuperintend the whole, 
fuccour thofe who were hard prefled, and move with more 
facility and velocity to the different parts of his army, as oc-_ 
cafion might require. In a fliort time the encifTy’s van ap-”^ 
pcared, and the fcouts returned with advice, that an army 
^ was’in motion which covered the whole country. It confill- 
^ of fifty thoufand menj- the whole ftrength of the repub- 
lic united to that of her allies. The golden eagle of Tlafcala^ 
which is tnly brought forth upon the moft extraordinary oc- 
^cafions, was difplayed aloft in the middle, and every ciicum- 
ftance declared that the engagement would be bloody and 
dccifive; the republic 2:iiking her fate tyi th^.flTuc. When 
the Indian army approached within a propl^iftancc, thcartil-f 
Icry poured fuch deftruclion upqp their rl^s, that they reel- 
ed back, and feemecJ* divided between the different paflions of 
fhame, fear, and refentment; but the Jatter prevailing, they 
advanced in a tumultuous manner, and were faluted with 
fuch vellies f^otn the mufquetry and crofs-bows, as put them 
a fecond time fn fufpence wiicther they ought no^tojeavc 
the field to the enemy. Xicotencal^ however, raifed their 
paflions by his eloquence, and animated them by his exam- 
ple, to^::^ a pitch of defpair, that they pufhed each other 
on Jo Gwrudlion, the rear ranks trampling upon thofe in" 
the front, and rufbing like a tocrent with fuch violence, that 
they broke the Spaniards and Zempoalans^ and required the 
utmoft abilities of Cortez to rally his forces,*and withftantK^ 
fo fuiious a charge*. He flew to every part, exhorted, in- 
treated, and animated with fuch fuc^efs, that, recovering 
thcmfelves, the Spaniards dealt deftiu£Uon on every fide^ 

and 



thdl Citriez, With the cavalry, bote down all before hint, titil 
ciofed his ranks juft as an accident'dc{)rived him of t&e bo« 
nour of gainirig a complete viflory by his own valour. The 
enemy were of a fudden obferved to be in the utmoft caafu-i 
*lion, their troops moving to different parts, and dividin^and 
bearing upon each other, until the rear guard retires in a . 
tumultuous manner, and thofe who were engaged in tlie 
front were Wt to find fafety in flight. Cortez fufpedted fome 
llratagem, and fherefore pmfued wi*'Jh caution ; but he foot! 
learned from the prifoners, that the proud and paflionate 
Xicotencal had ajffronted one of the moll powerful of his allied, 
who, refenting the injury, drew offhis troops, and with them 
the bulk of the confederate army,* which obliged Xicotencal 
to leave the field, and an indifputable victory to the Spaniards : 
yet fuch was the (laughter which preceded this accident, 
that it is highly probable it was upon the whole favourable 
td^thc republic, by prefervir.g the lives of her fubje£ls, and 
yielding more eafily a viflory, which mull in the event havO 
been the reward of fuch difeipline, and well-regulated cou- 
rage as the Spaniards exerted on this occalion. Their lols 
was inconfiderable, only one foldier being killed, and twenty 
(lightly wounded; their triumph was com.plete; yetjgrere 
the SpaniJI) foldiers difcontentcd,^taking mame that they 
(hould jiave been broken, and put in diforder by barbarians ; 
a circumftance which touched them fo nearly," |hat they 
returned to their quarters, melancholy and dilheartened, as „ 
if they had been defeated. This laid the feeds of diflenfion 
and mutiny,^ the foldiers blaming each other, and fome^^J^^ 
charging the <^hol^ fault on Cortez'^ declaring that they troops* 
woukI not facrilR ” themfelves to gratify his humour, and 
would repair to Ffa CruZj leaving him-alone to perfefl the 
didlates of ralh ambir^gn. Notice of the feditious difpolitioii 
of the foldiers was no fooncr brought to Cortez^ than he af- . 
fembicd the whole army, placing the moll difcpntented near 
his perfoPj and laid before them^ his prefent -cllcum^anccs, 
as if lic had defircd their council and advict. He reprefented 
all they had to hope froni advancing, to fear if they re- 
treated •, he painted in fuch lively colours the (hatne of aban- 
ds-alng the fruits of fo many glorious viftoriesJ'SuJ he 
plaped every thing in fofiivourablc a point of view, tbaf aU 
murmuring ceafed, and^ne*of the moil mutinous told his 
companions aloud, Tmat the general inftrufled them in 
what they ought to do, wfiilc he was only aiking their 
advice : it is not poflible for us, faid he, to retreat, with- 
out facrificing our Ubpes, our glory, and our Jives.” All 
were convinced of the redlitude of the general's opinion and 
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cnterprife. 

Matters wcht otherwifc on at Tlafcak^ where nothing 
but conCuflon, diforder, and difmay, appeared. The fccona 
Jicfelt of the army fpread a general confternation. The* 
com^n people cried out for peace ; and the nobility, had 
they been unanimous, were unable to carry on the war 
without their affiltance. It was the opinion of the more 
timid, that they ought , to retire with theif*fanl?lics to the 
mountains ; of the m6jc fupcrftitious, that the Spaniards 
were deities, and ought as fuch to be worfiitpped ; of the 
more refolute, that another engagement fhoiild be hazarded ; 
and of the more prudent and moderate, that peace fhould be 
folicited, and the Spaniards gained by kindnefs, fincc they 
j Could neither be concpicrcd by numbers nor valour. Con- 

fultations were held in the fenate, the refult of which were,* 

• that the Spaniards indeed were not gods, but that tl^pir a4>- 
. tions were fo extraordinary and (upcrnatural, as to require the 
* influence of magical powers ; for which rcafon it would be 
Tl r confult the magicians of the republic. Accord- 

"hmeen Called, and pretending that they had 

Julf /If difeovered by their art the point in which they were 

man^icians*^^ b^onfulted, declared without fcruple, that, in confequcnce 
an^ are profound ftudy, and ddep obfervation of their circles^ they 
gaiftde^ had fully difeovered the fourcc of thofe fupernatural lids of 
ftaiid. valour perVormcM by the flrangcrs. I'he whole they allcdgcd 
fonfifted in this, that the Spaniards were the children of the 
fun, produced by his own active quality in the mother cartH 
of the oriental regions, .impregnated by hjs fpfeit ; and their 
greateft itichantment being the prefen^of their father^ 
whofc warm influence commun^raied to a force fupe- 
rior Ift human nature, and rendered them immortal while Iiis 
beams (hone upon them ; but that upon his returning to the 
‘weft, the influence cealed, and his children remained dif- 
heartemd, and withered, like the herbs ol^he field, 

and redticed tolhc mortal cortditi( *n of other men : fS^r Jialiich 
reafon they advifed they might be attacked in the night, 
and deftroyed before tberifing fun dg*in rendeted them iii- 
vincibl^iu^-^ 

M the wifdom of thefe magicians was beyond all difputc, 
it is no wonder the fenate of Tla/cak ihould accede to the'ir 
fage admonitions, efpecially as the Jfinions of.thofe myfter^ 
ous interpreters of futurity was nearly confonant to their owi^ 
fentiments. TheyBid<b, and brders were immediately dif- 
patched to Xuotencal^ to begin his attack on the Spaniards^ 
after fun-fet, with the utrooft privacy, and cut them all off 
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peloFe ntomlng. This general*^ iii^hether*iie enterteinedf # 
^pinioct or not of the advice of the forccrers, chearfully fol* 
jlowed his inftruflions, becaufehe defired notliitig more thait 
ran opportunity of fighting, until he wiped otf his former dif- 
|grace* Accordingly he fele£led a body of ten thoufand ^ 
the moft defperate foldiers in his army, and advanced und^ 
cover of the night, with profound filence, towards the Spanffb 
intrenchments* Cortez^ however, was upon his 'guard ; the 
centinels on Yne 9ut-pofls brought advice that the cnetny 
were in motion, and every thing was fiifpofed for their re* 
ception without noife or confufion. Tiie Indians were fuffer- 
ed toafeend the wall drawn round the camp before any inti* 
mation was given that their defign was difeovered, and then 
fuch a fhower of bullets was poured from the cannon, fmall 
arms, and crofs-bows, as made dreadful havock, and con- 
vinced Xicotencal of the delufions of the forcerers ; but thi» 
ferved only to animate his courage, and drive him on . to 
defpei^te efforts. The alTault Was made in three different 
quarters, the whole body of Tlafcalans ruffling upon the 
Spanijh defences. Their exertions of valour were indeed ex- 
traordinary, confidering how unacquainted they were with 
forcing intrenchmehts ; they climbed upon each others 
(boulders, afeended the walls, and paid no regard to the 
xicath of thofe who went before, until^^themfelves n.ct with 
the fame faj:e. For feveral hours the battle raged with un- 
paralleled fury ; when at length Xicotencal^ conviiK:ed*by the 
carnage of his troops, that perfevcrance could ferve no other 
.purpofe than procuring the deftrudion of his army, ordered 
the (ignal to be majlc, for retreatKig ; which was no fooner 
obferved by he detached a {iarty to harrafs his 

rear, equipped with Jittlc bells, that, by the novelty of the 
noife, fpread the ut^noft terror Among the l^ncmy. In th^ 
purfuit great numbers we^e flain ; and this complete vidlory 
was^ obtained at the inconfiderable cxpence or^>ne Zempvcdan 
who was killed ; an event deemed miraculous, cohf:j|ering thjp 
.multitude ijf darts and arrows that were found v/fthin tJite 
intrenchnVults. , ^ 

I'B was now obvidus to ’the Tlafcalans that their forcerers people 
were miftaken, and defpondency enfoed. The Qp 
were found to be proof againft ftrength and ftraiagem, equate 
ly ii^incible in the middle of the night, as when the fun was 
in ifis meridian. The common people grew more clamo- ^ 
for peace, the nobility were diffatisfied and divided, and 
l^tbe fenators aftiamed and filent. ^The magicians were im- 
mediately puniflied, as if this !aft difgrace had been wholly 
owing to their impoftures.* Two or three of the principal 
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lion of the gods^ who affiided the republiidk with fuch heavy. 
calamities, and the reft were feverely reprimanded, and delil 
vefed over to contempt. The majority inclined to peace, an J| 
hpplauded the prudence and forefight of Magifeatzin, who 
\ad prcdi(ftcd all that happened; even the moft incredulous 
believed the Spaniards were actually checeleftial beings men* 
tfoned in their prophecies. Orders were immediately dif- 
patched to Xicoiencal^^ td fufpend hoftilitiea, afid keep on the 
defenfive, until he w^s made acquainted with the farther re* 
folution of the fenate, and the fuccefs of the pacific nego- 
tiations they propofed eftablilhing. To this order 
refufed obedience, answering with arrogance, That he 
and his foldiers were the fenate, and would fupport the 
honour of the republic, which was now deferted by thofc 
who were called fathers of their country.” Difappoint* 
ment rendered him quite frantic ; he refolved upon another 
aflault in the night, but to6k bis meafures with miufuS) cau- 
tion. Obferving chat the neighbouring peafants carried pro- 
vifions to the Spanijb carnp^ which they exchanged for beads^ 
bells, and other trinkets, he detached forty foldiers in the 
habit of thofe ruftics, and Tent them loaded with pearls, 
fowls, and Other provifion, to Cortez^ ordering them to mark"^ 
exaflly the nature 2 nd ftrength of the fortifications, and 
where they might be forced with the leaft difficul|y ; a ftrata- 
gem tvKich' fufiicicntly demonftrates that this barbarian was 
pofiefTed of fagacity and a truly military genius, although 
the fcheme proved aborti'/e. The curiollty of thofe fpies 
giving fufpicion, they weit feized, to the torture, 

until they confelUd the whole pruje<^>nd that an aflauk 
was that very nirht to be made by twenty thoufand TIafea* 
ians^ at differefi: quarters^of ttie canip, agreeable to the 
direflions they were to bring aftwr infpeSing the works. 
Certez^ wli^was at this time indifpofed, gave the neceffary 
Liftruftio^'.a for refifting the enemy, and then cj^eliberated on 
the puniftment of the diilinquents, ordering tftat fourteen 
©f the nv)ft obftinate ihould be punlfhed with'\ne lofs of 
their hands or fingers, and dirmitTed in that manner, with a 
io XtcotencaU that he fent his cmif&rics back again, 
to acquaint hhn with the fituation of his fortifications, and 
that he was waiting impatjcntly for the aflault. The 
army, that was. in ftill march, was ftruck wi^ the bl&dy 
fpeftacle, and XtcoUncal was particularly concerned ' 

difeovery of a‘^fti^taecm, in which he refted his lai^tll^St* 
He perfuaded himfel^ that the fecret thoughts of ^ 

of whofc fidelity he was confident, muft have been obtaineo 



Jit 111 Hiii own mina^ irni oalMors arrived froiii 
^the fenatr, with otdcrs for him to rcftgn hiscommand^ on 
account of hfe infalence and difobcdicnt^e. Xll his officers 
Wrc^ hcfidca, prohibited^ on pain of deaths any longer^ 
obey hisdirefitions j and this accident, fo immediately fucceed- 
ing the difcbvery of fo deep laid a'fchcme, not only broke 
all refolution, but rendered the army cxtrcmelj 

averfe to the profecution of a war atteriCled only with dirgrace 
and misfortune. The foldiers difpcrfbd with extraordinarj 
readinefs^ and took the road of Thfcala^ leaving rheir geho*^^ 
ral to return* attended only by his friends and relations, and 
to appear before the fenate, to anfwer for his laft adi of 
dtfobediencc. i * 

Mean time the Spaniards "^commxxzA in the u^oft fuf - fenaU 
pence, wl},other they were to expedl the enemy. 1 ne whole fues for • 
nigh^hey refnained in arms, without vcntufiiig to take any feate. 
reft, until their fcouts brought word next day that the TIaf-" 
cahn camp was removed to a greater diftance. It was on tne 
third day that thc*^joyful news arrived, that the hvoflilc enemy 
was broke up ; news that fobn confirmed by the ap- 
pearance of ambafl'adors from the fenate, with terms of paci- * 
fication. They apologized for the cf;nduS of the republic, ^ 
laying thC: blame of the war upon the Oiotnies^ and other 
fierce dUied nations, whom the fenate had nof becn^able to 
■jreftrain. Altho'’ Cgrtez was fenfiblp of the falfity of this cx- 


cufe, ,hc fuppreflea his refentment J and only dehred the am- 
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purfuc the dilates cj^ revenge, and impofe iWs upon^ihem as 
a conqueror. "yPt, fteforc he laid under any 

obligations, he would fee how they perfevere^n their rcfo« 
lution to merit his friendfhip, and employ th^kuermedwte 
time in^ipp^'ifing his captains, and cndeavouri!!g"*feipnevaif - 
them t 'i drop their juft indignation. In word, he 
*/ould fufpend the panifli^ient with an uplifted arm, and* 
lycittothedifcretion the fenate, either to procurtipiirdon; 

^ ' uftam the t*ow which muft put an end to the cXiftel¥iJF ' 
thp republic of , 

^ m this 2i:nfwer Cortez intended to check the pride of the 
and partTrilarly of the friends of Xicotencal^ who‘ 
--fnrght polTtbly grew infolent, ^ri the p^eftimption that the 
Spaniards were greatly weakened, 4jfrorc they wouW grant 
peac** fo readily. He likewife wanted, that the fame of his 
rics m’t^ht have ^ ••eto fpt^d pver Mexico^ in older to 
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be aflured what cfTefi: it might produce at the court of 
xuma^ whence he (houlcl be enabled tprquare his condu,£iet>m 
the republic with more advantage to himlelf. This meafura 
Jemonftrated the great forefighc of the Spanijh hero j for ever/ 
lihing fell out juft as he expefled. Motexuma^ who had rc- 
^lar accounts from his emiflaries of what was tranfading 
at Tlajcala^ was fo much ftrucic with the wonders reported of 
CortiXj that be was refolvcd to fend him an eiQhafly, to com- 
pliment him on hisc^nquefts over the republic^ and engage 
him by frelh prefents^and civilities not to approach nearer to 
his capital, at the fame time that the ambalTadors were in- 
ftru&cd to throw all poffiblc obftruftion in the way of the 
expeded pacification between him and the TIa/calans, Five 
Mexicans^ of thc^firft quality, were appointed to execute the 
purpofes of thisembafly, and they arrived in the camp foon 
after the departure of the republican ambafladors. JT'hey 
were received with great cefemony and refpc6t, hffeard atten- 
tively, and thanked for Moiezumds prefent, valued at a 
thoufand pieces of eight; but Cortex deferred giving his an- 
fwer until they (hould have an opporttLoicy of feeing the 
Tlafcalan minifters : a precay«^’on which anfwered more im- 
portant purpofes than the general expeded ; for the 
'Mexicans were not lo’:g in the Spanijh quarters, before they 
betrayed their whole inftruflions, b^ the indllcreet manner 
in which thoy afked queftions about the negotiation with the 
republic. ^ v . 

All this while the enatc was exhiS^lting proofs of 
defire to regain the frient^ip and erteen\^af the 5/*/' 
who were plentifully fupplit J with all manner of prov on i 
thepeafants, at the cxpence of ibe rE^ublic; ftrifi ordei? 
being ifllied, n^* to receive the fmar.c^ return or reward for 
the provifions, Soon after XicriencJ inVerfon, attended by 
fifty gcntlem^ of his family, arrived at tie quarters, in the 
n^me of tJjfTenate and republic of T/a/ca/a ; this nobleman 
havjinr^^^t^eftcd the conyniflion out of public foirit, and an 
earneft dc^rc to favc his country. He had tried’ ‘fne cfFortjij 
of arms, as long as prudence dj^ftated to him that the - 
calans qpght to rely upon their own valour ; and now im „ 
ambitious of promoting a peace, becaufe he bclicvecl^ 
Aot only falutary to the republic, but the only means 
which be could merit the good opinion of Cortez, 
eftcemed, and even adored, as a hero, infjpired and a , 
by the gods. He appeared aviih the open bold air of 
dicr ; and having paid his rcfpcdls to the general, took his 
feat, told his name, and. confeflecT himfelf the foie author ^ 
of the war, and the general of thofc forces who had cndca- 
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il^tti to deftroy the Spaniards ; but, ftruck with thrfrVah^ 
l8li44na^nanimity,came now, with the merit of fubmiffion^ . 

TO put himfelf in the hands of the conqueror, ^hoping by this ^ 
acknowledgment to obtain pardon for the republic, who& 
name, power, and authority he had to fue for peace, with gtll 
po{Bble deference, and to accept it upon the terms which the 
Spmijh general fliould think fit to impofe. “ I a(k this, 
faid he, once, twice, thrice, in the name of the fenatc, 

“ nobles, and comlnons of Tlafcala^ infteating you, with all 
earneftnefs, to honour the city with* your prefence, where 
you (hall find quarters provided for your men, and alt ** 
the rfefpe«9: and fcrvice that can b« expe£lcd from thofe 
“ who are brave, and fubmit to intreat and obey. 1 only pray 
of you, not as a condition of the peaces but as an aft of 
your own gcnerofity, that the inhabitants be ufed, 

“ an^ our gods and wives preferved from the licentioufncfo 
of the tfddicrs.*’ 

CORTEZ was delighted with the noble freedom of the 
Tlafcalan warrior, and (jxprefTed his fatisfaftion in his coun- 
tenance; however, Jell Xico^cal^Qu\d miftake the mo- 
tive, and aferibe it to the which he received the 

propofals for peace, he an^weredwhh the utmdft gravity by 
the interpreter, ‘‘ Thaj^hc republii^^was highly blameablc « 
for declaring fo unju/ a war, and iCtcoiencal no Icjs faulty 
“ in profecuting it witn fuch uncon^on obftiRacy f how- 
ever, that as theJpaniarJs were Iverfe to blood, except 
“ in cafes of extrenie neceflity, anyfenfible of the valour of 
the Tlafiahnfy Aey granted thgf peace he defired, out of 
refpeft to the gajl^t they^xAide in their own 

defence, though Ifpoj^^l^aken principle ^ he would 
favour the city wL^Jra vifit, and woularoe careful that 
no violence ory^oftion Ihould be coimitted by the 
“ foldietsS;” addii^, that he would give thei^ate timely 
notice of his march, that proper quarters might Ci provideiL 
Xtcotencal^^ho confidered this as a pretence of 
amine intone fincerity of the Tlafcalans^ {hewed bis concern 
at the fufpicion, and turning his eyes upon the audience^ 
i.ricd (Jnl^wnth vehemence : You havercafon, ^it^^hXeuleSf 
or gods, to chaftife our fincerity with your difiruft ; 

“ if U be not fufficienc to gain jour credit when the whole 
■ ^rcp^lic of Tlafcala fpcaks to you by the lips of her cap- 
‘ A^^-gencral, ahd thefc gentlemen of my retinue, who 
the principal perfons in tifc commogw^ialth, I and my 
ittendants will remain hotla^esin your hands, and even 
^ ' ^bmit to imprifonment, during your refidencc in our 
This offer, however, was refufed by C&rtgz, who 
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fdW him, that the Spaniards wanted no other fecurity 
their own valour ; that he had ho doubts of the fmceitty o(;| 
the republic, p flie muft know it to be her intereft i th^fc 
^he peace remained firm and fecure ; and that he would pro- ^ 
ci'ed to Tlafcalay as foon as the proper difpofitions were made' 
for quitting his prefent fituation, and difpaiching the am- 
baffadors of Mote%uma. 


Undea- Wh£N the Tlafcalans were gone, JUsxtcans ufed their 
•vmrs of utmoft addrefs to pet/uadc Cortez^ that no confidence ought 
thi Mexi- to be placed in the protefiations of a barbarous, perfidious 
cans/j’-* ^people, who only wanted to draw him into an indolent fe^ 
break off curity, the more eafily to deftroy him and his whole army : 

" v^hen they found him refolute, they ufed intreaties, and 

requelted, with Che utmoft fubmiiSon, that he would defer 
his vifit to Tlafcald for the fpace of fix days, until they could 
inform MoUzumaoi what h<,d pafK^d, and rcceive«his firther 
inftruflions. thinking it neccffjry to maintain the 

refpe£t due t6 fo great a monarch, confented, in hopes of 
removing thofe difficulties which had iiitherto obftruQcd his 
requeft of being’ admitted to courrt^r Mexico, At the 

expiration of the titne^ the ambafladors returned, 

and with therri were fi^^ gentlemcL of the royal family, wiih 
a fplendid attendance and a prefen^ ftill more valuable than 
any of the fon.ier. They repre^’etJte•^ the great Motezuma^s 
profoiftid relpccl for tly prince whom ^the Spaniards obeyed, 
whofe grandeur was fur ciently apparent from the valour of 
bis fubjedts. They rep^'jfentcd, that the^^moeror found him- 
felf inclinable to ^^qitivate>^hc friendfliip o"r their monarch, by 
paying him a yearly tribute, sliyjdln^uwith him thofe riches 
in which he ab^inded ; beoaufe him in great vene- 

ration, as the c,i spring of the fun, pf •I'tleaft the lord of thofe 
happy region^; where light is produced : fsut that two previ- 
ous conditi^is were necefi'ary to this agreement. The firff 
¥«as, tha^-no peace (hould be conclued with the Tlafcalans ; 
and'^hl fecond, that Cefrtez (hould lay afide ^hi!. oughts of 
marching'to Mexico^ as, by the laws of the empire, the fo- 
vereign could notfuffer himfclfflto be approached by ftrangers^. 
They-;,“Oncluded with an invcifiive againft the perfiJj^uf the 
lafcalans^ the danger into which Cortez was plunging hcad-‘ 
long through his own credulity, and the litile reafos whic|v( 
the Spaniards would have to complain of the moft fatal i 

quences, after having' fo r^eatcdly (hut their ears tVf *"*' ■ 
inoft falutary adlncmitions. ' - 

F«om the whole of this dlfcourfe, the fear of MotezumaJ,, 
rather thah his efteem or veneration fox Spaniards^ wa^l- 
very apparent. Cortez deferred his anfwer, only telling the 

an’balladorsi. 



miValTadors, that it Was neceflaiy they {hould take fpjftie 
.after fo long and fatiguing a journey. He was willing thfey 
'ftouiS be witnelfes to the peace concluded with the Tlafcalam^ 
and prevented from returning before th^it event was placed on 
the moft Tecurc bafis, left Motexurna^ enraged at his refolu- 
tion, (hou)d begin to put himfelf in a pofture of defente. 
hitherto he knew no preparations had been made, the court 
relying whoUj.' upon the force of prefents, and the exagge- 
rated reprefentatiems of the imperial p^er ; and it was his 
bufinefs to keep up this infatuated n^ligcnce and fecurity, 
which bad taken poffeflion of Motexuma and his council. 
Yet, though the delays were neceffuyr to Cortez^ they proved 
extremely irkfome to the Tlafcalans^ who were refolved, as 
the laft proof of they fincerity, that the whole ferjate in a 


fbody fhould wait upon him at his quarters, determ^ng not 
to return until they had conducted the general to weir city, 
and brokLx^ the negotiations ^ith the Mexicans ; a mutual 
jca’oufy of ancient rivals, which Cortez knew how to 
improve to his The appearance of the fe- 

nate was folemn ana^r?^mei/i^; ^ll ieing adorned with 
plumes and other ornameffciSjiqjjf co^gure as denoted their 
proper perfons. They coltvAed ii> fupported 

by the fhoulders of rnjmor officcrik, Magipatzin, that ve- 


nerable fage, who hay always favoujed the Spaniards^ hold-* 
ing the moft diiiing^flied and horAurableAajtk. • J^ext to 
him came the fathc^f JCicotencaly wind with old age, but 
vigorous in his ^tellefls, and ejftremcly refpefltJ on ac- 
count of his g<!*o</fenfe and expei^nce. ^ch was the curi- 
ofity of this old man to becomytftguaiiKp with Cortez^ that 
he advanced beforeW^is cyH^anions, defir^ to be led near the 
captain of the ftrancg^?^m braced the genial with marks of 
fincerity and extr^TOnary efteem, and thci^ouched and felt 
him all over, as i^ewas defirousof fupplyingtjje wantof fight 
with his hands. Upon this the ambafladorVyvere feated, 
and the blind fage addrefled himfelf to Cortez^xu ^x i|gnlible 
fpecch,'*irr which he apologized /or the late acls^cf hofiility,’ 
demanded his Iriendfhip, and aflured him of the fincerity of ^ 
the f:q»ut)1ic in her propofals of amity. He touc; ed upon 
the negotiation with the ambafladors of Motezuma^ and 
^endeavours to fruftrate the pacific defigns of the fenate ; ahd 
cxhpxxtS Cortez not to pay an/ regard to the trad uefion and 
inf^ious fuggefHons of the tyrant, their inveterate enemy j 
>rOncludirg with offers to put^the hhertit;;; d Tlafeala into 
his hands, and earneft intreaties that he would take up his 
quarters in the city : a r^queft urged with fo mufh importu- 
nity by the whole body of the fenate, and fuch appearances 
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, ^ cahdbr and fmeerity^ as were not to be longer reftfted 
Cdrte^y therefore^ anfwercd the fenate with the utmoil<iivt< 
lity, making prefents to each, and paiTing his word, that as^ 
foon as he codld afferible the people from the villages nccef- 
fapy for condudting his artillery, he would fet out for Tlafcala^ 
admonifhing the fenate, and indeed exerting his authority, 
to oblige them to return, as he could not lodge them with 
the conveniency due to their rank, quality, ifnd triendftiip. 
With this promife tfcjy departed ; and fcarcc had the fun ap- 
peared next morning, ^hen the Spaniards found five hundred 
Xamraesy or carriers, at their quarters, fo officious to do 
them fervice, tl;)at thej^ndirputed who fhould have the honour 
of bearing theheav*eft burdens. Every thing being now in 
readine^, the Spattlards began their mwch with all the order 
and cai?,jinn conftamly obierved by this little army. On every 
fide the fields were crouded witli fpe£latorj), and aii was 
filled W'th cries of juy and fouJ acclanidiions. T .•'he fen?*‘e 
came a confiderabic way out of the city to rr-eet the Spaniards^ 
with all the pompobferved ig^pubhe fp!':.nnities ; and having 
paid their complements, furro ^ndefl the .perfon of the gene- 
ral, and condurtc^ When they entered 

the city, the w'oK.mgs locx^er and more tumultuous, 

human voices mw/ed with thelk rflh mufic of the Indian 
flutes, horns, c‘.,7d drutijS, and the cVjud fo greatj that the 
officers^oY thfc 'enate foLnd the utmoft\yifficulty in clearing a 
paflage for thj proceffioV. Women ftV'wed flowers in the 
ftreets, and feme of groter refolution ^;efled through the 
concourfc, and pyt garla^s into the hamlsof the foldiers, 
while the priefts, their Ijabits, offered incenfe, 

and a variety of ^-rfumes to ^eu' 'pofmis. All {hewed the 
lincerity of theirKcarts in their coumeiv^oces ; but in general 
the joy of the miople yielded to woncTer an^^ veneration at the 
appearance ar^ valour of the ftrangers. T^.,^ quarters affign* 
cd^werc e^f^mely commodious, the whole Spanijh army 
bcing^J^iged in adjoining, fpacious apartments in^oi^tiguous 
' fqiiares. portez carried with him the ambafl'adors of 
MoUvsuma^ and lodged them, at their defire, jinder his 
own pro^e£rion, as they feemed terribly apprchenfive of tome 
“"•.ifcidence from l\it Tlafcalans- Every day brought fjcfti tefti- 
ihonies of the real efteem in^ which the Tlafcalans^yxKli the 
Spaniards-^ though they ventured to complain of their {Joing 
armed, as if they flill entertained fufpicion oTthc ftneeri^of 
the republic : a nace^ary cautvon, which Cotiez excufed, 
aflfuring them it was the coftom of^his cc-nricry, and arms a 
part of thc4Jrefsand equipage of a Ibldier, which he never 
i^id ftfidc in the moll pcacea^)Ic times, beraufc they inured 
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tik of 

him to fatigue, obedience, and vigilance’. In a word^ 


the fpACc of twenty days, which the ^niards continued ... 
f T^iijeak^ not a Angle of offence pafled od either fide, and 
the bafts of a Arm alliance was laid bttween the two nations, # ^ 

of fo much confcquence to the future conqueft, that to this 
day the inhabitants of this province enjoy a variety of piivi- 
leges and exemptions, in reward of tneir friendlhip and 
Adelity. ^ 

In thofe days ihe city of Tlafcala w^s poor, but populous ; Defirif^ 
poor wc mean with refpcdl to gold %nd filver, tho* the inha- tion of tho 
bitants enjoyed moft of the conveniences of life without the city and 
luxurious, and were fo abftemious and ftrongly attaq^od 
liberty, that they eat all their food %vithout fait, rather 
carry on any intercourfe with Motezuma, The tovmwas 
built upon four eminences, differing in blight, ai^^^^^mall 
from each other, ftretching in length eaft to 

S d jigiiig ojiturally forlSAed by rocks, precipices, and • 

:ntSK Thefe hills were divided into four wards, each, 
governed by a d^^que, under the authority of fenatc, 
the fupreme legiflath^ and/lxecuti 
united and joined 

that ferved as a defcnceuffefW^h|tnatt 
thought fufficiently Aj^ng. The 
ing only of one Ao/r> 
galleries. The ftr^&ts 


whole contrived 


power; They were 
""[With thick walls, 
l(Uation was not 
e low, coafift- 
dccorated with 
>ko(L and the 
than internal 
as about Afty 
but extremely 


the roofs 
were narrl 
!ore for extern! 

convenience, jrhe circuit of trf province 
leagues, the ooimtry ragged and pountaii^s 
fertile in the valleys, all of wj^i werfl^mely watered. The 
adjacent province)^" wcirgi^edTlubjcdl tol^^ but the 

republic was divid^'*^^rom ttiem by rouVh high mountains^ 
as if nature had jpiwWed a barrier for thc\defence of the li- 
berties of thi^warlike people. The To'oncguesy Otomios, ^ 
and other ^cer mountaineers, who hau^preferved their * 
freedom, >jtdre in ftridt alliance with the rejiibUc ; \^ich, 
beAdcs^We coital we have defcAbed, was Ailed wUBTotb^ 
towns Sipd/Urgt villages. From the carlicft infanty thV 
Tltfcalans were addidled Ito arms and fuperftition. Thci^ 
valour was diftinguiihed over all Mexico i and ttiis' nat ura l 
^cou rage was diredled by fkill in martial exploits, to which*** 
aUrtfSfrees of men were exerdfed. Such was the abundance 
ot Indian whesat in this province, that from thence it was 
^Iled Tlafcala, or the land qf bread ; befides which it pro- 
duced great abundance of delicious flruits, game, and that 
valuable commodity Cochineal, of the ufe of which the 
Tlafialam were ignorant, regarding it only as an ufelefs ex- 
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of the piunt'tbey cmiled ftihaj though it ha$ 
blite to be a female In fc£t. With all thofe 

fifrp of plenty and feciiihy, Tlafiala had its inc^ave- 
niences, particularly by being expofed to great tempe{|s and 
*^d readful hurricanes, as v* .''-•i aii to the inundations of thejiver 
Znht^i which frequenth'^*. »yed the harveft, and even the 
towns of the Tlajcalans^ unlefs they happened to be fituated 
on high eminences. Tu thefe we may add the want of fait, 
a commodity of which the Tlafcalans were forfi, tho’ the 
country produced nonr; and they were too obftmatc ip 
their enmity to be fupplieci from Mexico, 

Such was the charadfer of this republic, at the time it 
'vp conquered by and linked by tics of perpetual a- 

ni’uv to his intereft ; and we have been the more particular 


in <ld*V:;it:ng this commonwealth, becaufe the Tlofcalam 
were exu'^ely iiiftpumental in all the future conquefts made 
.in Ktw by which namcg^the empire of Mexieg beg^n 

at thib time to be diftinguifhed (A). 

After 


(A) It may be ne:efCtry on ' oad tg chaflife the earth, 

thii occafion to take; n/jee inftruments of the 


the means by 
mards fell upon 
which afterward? &iSvcd oflhe 
utmcil inipc%-tanf«^' though it 
was then re^ard^M only ama 
ctnatter of curiom^t* From tlb 
higbeil eminence Ort^hich tA 
frity Tfa/cala was^lt^ata^, mighn 
be feen the volcano oui^opoca^ 
npec^ which fent fortjf a con- 
iiantfmoke, at whic4 the Ik- 
dimii were no way tevrified, be- 
‘Caufe it was ufual. / While CV- 
redded here, volcano be- 
gan tOrJook ^nirfual/y cloudy 
id vomited imoke and d^me 
y^th fuch violence, that the 
^uperditio^s Tla/ealaas preftged 
ibnie cerriblb calamity to their 
republic. The fi^ me aiid fire was 
a phsenomenoo to which they 
had not been accudo|n^, and 
thejr explained it, % al^giUg, 
tlik |pho|e fparjes of li|(bt<whi^ 
did no^ a^i|in return to the yot- 
^anoy w^e t^e fpiiU of tyra^ita 


divinN^cngeance. This no- 
tion gafVed credit with Magif* 
cattdn, aAl feme of the greatcil 
perfonages\f the (lace ; although 
their underw^ding in other re- 
fpeds were c^r and excenfive, 
and they were\ni«rtaining Qr- 
with their wild fuperllitions, 
Qrdaz came to aik 
his afeend the top of 

the mounr^^ to examine thp 
volcano more jeeu/ately ; a re- 
queft which «wtly aftonifhed 
the affrighted T^/calansf who 
regarded h i m . as If rj #» ^better 
than a madman, qr elfe a being 
confeious of his oW. immor- 
tality. Cortez yielded to the 
preffing inltances of Ordazf who, 
accompanied by two foldiers, 
ventured to the very 
the gulpb, at tthe bottom of 
which i)e difeovered a grea^ 
ifiafs of liquid fire ; whence het 
conje6lii»-ed, that the bowcl?[ 
of the mountspo muft abound 





W-Awtek C&riez had r^ftded fome 

Bbc mtituarcivilities which pafled bctVireen hispeopldanl wife" 
if publiiuns, convinced the Mexican ambaiTadors of the foIi<^ 
yity of me peace, he thought proper |o difp^ch them with ' 
rerpe^^ful comptiaients to MoU%u7naJ%f\\^io\xt Jreiinquilhing 
his pretenfions to vifit the court of that prince. He th^n 
made preparations for advancing towards the capital, while 
the Tlafcalans endeavoured all in their power to put off the 
time of his departure, by amufing the Spaniards with fcftivals, 
public entertainments, dartcing their manner, and 

feats of dexterity and agility. At laft the day for the march 
being appointed, adifpute arofe, whether they (hould march 
through Cholu'q^ a populous city attached to MoteTosma^ of/ 
take a longer and lefs convenient rout, rather than run Bj^y 
hazard. Cortex himfelf was difpofed to the fortp^tv 
the Tlafcalans ufed all their influence to diffuade from 
the rtefolution. Mean time nevr ambafladors, wi^ another 
Motezuma^ and by their behaviour de- . 
terminej Cortez i fentiments. They told him their 
monarch had now cchi ’4;j|cendfci iCTufF*^ hirnrelf*to be vifited 
by the Spaniards \ aiiiJtn^fei^jStnrov^d^uarters for them 
at Cholulay and every the Journey 

agiceablc and cafy. fuddef^hangj^^ Motezuma*s 

councils and behaviou, afforded fujbicionVdal fome deep 
ftratagem* w'as intend^ ; however, jjhis onl\fi;rvet| to, con- 
firm his refohilion of;goingby Chcluft^ left hilbeiraying any 
fymptoms of fcarypight infpire enemy \^jfth courage^ 
and that he mightdikewife have aiyopporti^t<^ty of trying ht^ 
fticngth with Mofeznmay before^. e foun^^l^imielf inclofed in 
the heart of his empire. ’J'^t Tl^fcalanMv/crc certain that 
treachery was at the •of Mouzm^\ afFedted kind- 

nef$, and therefoi|||!^gewed their inftancjks ; bpt Cortez^ 
who alFedlcd beiit fuperior to cunning anc ftrengtb, laid 
before them fuop arguments in fupport of his' pinion, that 
they acqufefce^ even Magifeatzin and Xicotencal applauded 
his magi»*..irniry^,aP'd^dgmeni. • * ^ 

with [ulphurf^d this conjedluK tides, of which he made pow. 
was proved by experiment in der, which proved {ot eflential 
courfe of the tonqueft of Mtxico, to the fuccefs of the expeditioy,^^ 
The ar*""' being in great want {hat the difcoverer, was 

of powder when Cortez entered rewarded for an aftion, which, 
that country a fecond time, he at the tiine, was deemed rafh 
recolledled the volcano in T/af Kuriofity, and had for bis arms 
lala^ fent thither to look for the burning mountain. De So^ 
fylphur, and found great quan- ///, lib^ iii. cap. iv. 


B£ypi(.| 



Ury of Ainenca. ^ * /i 

Ontleas^ i . StFORt (krtez begun his march, he received new mt%M 
pTipafts /sof fufpician that the people of CMtda were but little difpofed 
nmthfir 10 his fcrvice, and he took notice to the Mexican aml^fladors 
Lholulai Qf his furprize'they jfad not favoured him with an embafly, 
if they entertained the rriendlyfentiments which they alledgcd, 
as^cven thofe caziques, who never expeded him into their 
country, had fiiewn him this piece of refpeil. The apology 
which the ambafladors made ferved rather tcv^confirm than 
remove fufpicion j they aferibed the condifdt of the Cholulans 
to inadvertency, and Endeavoured to repair the omiflion by 
giving them notice of the opinion of the Spaniards : in con- 
fequenceof which, foi;r Indians came to "tk/calay in quality 
ambafladors, but of fo mean rank, that refufed ad- 

mit!:^^hein to ^n au lienee ; telling the Mexicans^ that 
certami^he people of Cholula were very little acquainted 
with th?iodes of civility, wIr n they made amends for a ne- 
glect, by adding ill-m»niiers^ and diicour/^^v 
drew out his troops to begin their march, an'^army 

o( Hafcalans^'iii the field,- v’Kofe officers o^'ders from the 

Tfim not only to Cholula ^ 
meet 

cullies. This body of 


fenateto obey hi^ 
but as far as Mi , 
with tlfc 

VC; ^^'onfid^able ; and 


apdwtey> n 

W, wly.^e t^^i'yA'v'ppofed he would 


troops was 


far, as to aflir?l*^it am 


certain i/is, the fl 



me writers enlaige fo 
nted to one flbndied ihoufand men : 
er of the reptile’s forces was call- 
pugh CorUz refufed 


cd forth on ti^s occafio^ and that, al ^ 
the obligation"^, he expreFed his fenfe o( tlws proof of the af 
feflion of the 
Jfc reprefenlcd tol 
the march of foj 
were pacific ; ary 
attended only i/y 


i ca'ans l!^ the moft endfaring expreflions. 
jwC fenaie*?^e inconven e:icc confequent on 
large an arrn^\ efpecially as his defig ns 
procured tlieir colTf^lt that he fhould be 
few companies ©f l^ir people j which 
himfclf acknowledges, in his lelaticn, am^mtsd to fix thou- 
fai^d men : though Hit r era reduces them tt^half that num- 
^The £rft day*s march brought Cprhz a league 

of Cbolula^ ,and he encamped all night in the fiefSs, rather 
than expofc his troops to the d^mger of ftrahgjf ms in the 
dark, iij a place with which he was entirely unacquainted. 
Next morning, as be drew near, an embafly, of better ap- 
pVrarance than the former, came out to meet him/bringing 
a prefent of all kinds of provTfion, and excufing thecTziqucs 
for not waiting upon the general at Tlafcala^ under pretence 
that it was an enQm;^’s countrsy. They offered him quarters, 
and expicfl'ed the great joy which it gave the ’nhabitants of 
Cholula^ to have an opportunity of entertaining ftrangers fo 
amiable for their generofity, and renowned for their valour ; 

and 


% 



. minpoiy ^ . '' iK'; 

I trid eVefy appearance, as they advanced, Iccmedtdwi^ / 
f the fmccrity of their profeflion. As he drew near the city, 
the priefts met him with a numeral^ attendance of unmar* 
ried pebple ; the road was lined witim multitude, who ex- * 
prefled their fatisfaftion by their acclamations 9 and except 
that the people of Cholula objected againft admitting tneir 
enemies, the Tlajcalansy into their city, there was not a cir- 
cumftance ^fled. but what tended to confirm the Spaniards 
in the opinion, tnat animofity had dilated the unfavourable 
defeription of the Cholulans^ while^they lived at Thfcala. 

This objeftion, indeed, was extremely reafoaable; never- 
thelefs, it would have difconcerted the general, had 
tbofe friendly Indians voluntarily removed all difficulties, 
offering to take up their quarters without the in a 

place wh nee they might quickly come to th^^ience of 
thc#r friyids, fince they refolvf,d, contrary to alfi advice and ^ , 

by the appearances of trafttors. T^^^Heenten 
Spaniards made fheir entry amidft a prodigious concourfe of 
the inhabitants, wh^'xient thc^fiLy VMl(| ihifli^TEbuts, firewed di/co^ersa 
the ground with flowers, ano g^ye evlry jmflible demonftra- con/piracy^ 
tion of the moft hearty than two izysandpunifi* 

their treachery was dilcyJcred by which 

pi hably faved the Spaniards from ikter d^^flion, 

Marina^ who atten/ed Cortez in pH his^dventures fince 
his arrival on the Cf^iitinent, had gained theWien3ihip of an 
ancient Indian la^ in the town, confiderlble diftin<5tion* 

This lady bemoAed cajl^tivity, sir^ndeavoured to * 

perfuade her* to forfake thofe abomin^e ftrangers, and 
take refuge in her houfe.^^^.T^iis prop^|tl created fufpicion 
in the breaft of Marp-/\ and that fiie ^ight dive to the 
bottom of the fecr^y; flic complained of the hard ufage fhc 
met with, accei^fed oT the friendly invitation, and pcrfeftly 
gained the coi^dence of the old lady, who acquainted her * 
that it was ajinolutely neceflary fhe mould efcape fron^ the 
Spaniflj qi«H^rs, J^i t<hat the tin^ appointed f8r the 
tion of the ftrangers was near, and it would be«a pity that fS 
valuable a woman (houUi perifh with them* Motezuma^k 
ihelald, had prepared twenty thoufand men, at a finall diflance; 


to make fare of the dcfign, fix thoufand chofen men, of tha^ 
Jbody.,Jb9f*d already been privately introduced in finall parties 
into the city, and abundance of arms had been diftributed 
among the inhabitants, quantities of ftoncs carried up to the 
fops of the houfes, and deep frenches ^uc»acrofs the ftreets, 
with (harp fakes fixed in the bottom, covered over at the 
top with epth on flight fupporters, and railed in, in fuch a 
m^iincr/tnat the cavalry (bould be directed to the traps* 
f •She 

/ 




that Mstizuma had given clire£lion$| thftt all flioulfl 
: to t^e fword, except a fey, virhich he ordered to hi 
feiit alive to Mexico^ to gratify his curiofity, and facrifice to 
fhis gods ; and that he hid prefertted the citizens with ai gold 
drum, cuiioufly emboficd, to cricourage them to the cn- 
tei^ze. 

This intelligence was of the utmoft importance, and 
Fiorina loft no time in communicating it to the general. 
Under pretence of carrying oft her jewels and valuable efFefls, 
Ihe went immediately touhis quarters, laid the whole before 
him, and returned foon enough to have the old lady feized, 
without the fmalleft difturbantc or fufpicion that the confpi* 
wasdetefled. Upoh further examination, and threats 
orpj^nifbment, the Indian lady not only confirmed the in- 
telligeii^crf MariSy but added a variety of other particu* 
lars, whicfc^ould have fet the truth of the fadt beyond ^11 
• difputc, had^it not likevvife bfen afceriaingd^K^yfrjety of 
other circumftances taken notice of by the Tia/fa!:rffs and^i!'//Jf- 
foaTdhS^ who yl\f;i;ved the inhabitants remo;^ng their families 
and efFedts in^he nigh^c Upon this Ctyrit’z refblved to take 
fignal vengeance, /ouL^dill J^r^apoear to the Mexican ambaf- 
faHnr« in his vy If ite ft^ertained no fufpicion of 

he&fll upon a%^atagem to render his 
/lete, iind at the fa?ie time lefs hazard- 
*every f|gn of the difeovery he had made, 
he fent fot the Xziques o^he city, and j^-bJi/hed his march 
for next day, <|$manding he neceflary pr\vifions, Tamenes 
to carry his bagg^^and arfillery, and two men to 

accompany him, inVgpiratiomof the Tlafcalans and Zempoa- 
tans. Tne armed njbn were fenr»'*'jth the greateft readinefs, 
becaufe the caziquei im^gincd,^ introducing thofc 

concealed enemies among the SpamarJi\ '♦hey could have 
them to advantage ;,»^hcn occafion offered j'^and Cortez ac- 


fadors in. his^qu. 
Motezuma, Be 
levcnge more c 
ous. Suppreflm 


*cepted them, as he wanted to divide thecnem'J and to have 
in hi? power ^ patt of the traitors, whom hrMefigncd to 
Oiafiiier' Notice at the faiifc time wasIc'nHo ^e^^idfcalaniy 


oi 

yo hold themfeivcs ready to aft upon the firft difeharge of the 
J^ire-arms, and advance to the citV, bringing with thcpn all 
the people they found in arms. I'he ambafl'a<lors of Mote* 
%urm were given to underftand, that the confpiracy was dif- 
covered, though CorUZ pretcrided to believe that tKf'tourt 
had no fhare in it; and they were laid under a gentle con- 
Ifraint, to prevent their having any communication with the 
Cholulans^ until he Kad*fcomp)eted his projeft of rcf’cngc. As 
to the two thoufaud Choluians fent to attend iiim omhis inarch, 
they were divided into fmall |>auics, under preteir^ of be- 




iilg incfprpoKatcd with the $paniard$^ 
der a guaid in different fquares* Having thus made his dlf- 
^fitions, and iflued out the pr<mer inAru^iona) Cffi^uz 
mounted his horfe, and ordering city-cariques to be* 
brought before himi told them, th^ now their bafedejigiia 
were difeovered, and their puniftment fixed* In oracr to 
jufiify himfelf, he ordered them to be confronted by donna 
Marina^ Indian lady, and certain prieAs,Jrom whom 

he extorted aconfeffion. He then fill upon the Indians kept 
In the fquares, and put all to the Avoid, except a few, 
agility enabled them to efcape by flight, and climbing over 
the walls. At the fame time the ^Tla/ralans entered, agr^e ^i 
able to the fignal, and made dreadful Aaughter, facrific^ 
all before them with fire and fword. ) 

Nor were the Chdulans idle j perceiving tlyyi* were noW 
cif^agtj in open hoflilities, jhey called in the Remainder of 
army, and joining in a large fquirc, in which 
Aood three or four large temple s, they filicd^t/ie tov 
porches with foldiers, and ihrtatehfiffAit^flftaTw which could 
only be furmounted by fetting ire to ^mples, and playing 
upon the^m with the ThU4^ effeded with ad* 

the rear ^ 
ns were entirejy 
Jeople^ and of the 
Mexican foldiers, perifted. The^ame met Ad wos praftifed 


mirable addrefs, whi|,!^<he TlajSJ^ns 
of the eacmy ; by which means die 
fubdued, after fcveral thoufands of 



at the other teg^^les, to which the peop 


efcaped as the 
^ed through the 


)eopJ| 

firongcA dq/czices. Afterwards they fy&dge 
whole city, arm drove out both inhaijiitants and Mexicans, 
until they gained entire ijpfjlifionf^^anii blood ceafed to flow 
for want of encmi^? ** Mose than fix ^oufand dead bodice 
were found in thr^treets and temples, the confpiracy was 
entirely dcfea^I, the Cholu'ans were Severely puniflied for 
their trcaclyous projc<a, the valoiA- of -the Spaniards* 
was fully JilfiabliAied, and the Tlafcalans not only [^ea&d 
with -obtr deAriulVr^«fv of tlvir enemies,^ but 
with plunder, efpecially fait, to ihtm the moA incAimatw 
booty, which they inimsiiiauly fent home in great quaritN^ 
ties/ Foreign writers have accufed the Spaniards of cruelty 
upon this occafion ; but it is fufficient only to their juftifiap^i^' 
tion io'refiedt upon the provocation, and the neccffity*they 
Were under qf feverely punifliing fo deep laid a fcheme of 
treachery. It is much to the honour of that he no 

fooner furmounted dapgcr, than "he gave proofs of his cle- 
mency. /The prrfoners and MesUzumas ambafladors being 
called before him, he rcprefcnted to them the crimes of 
which' me Cholulam had^been guilty, as an apology for the 


/ 


iigour 
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€ilfs the 
Tlafca- 
laix« and 
Cholu- 
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, of %%t chaftifemeiitt and then afluring them that bq 
\ lijid'laid ifide his referitment^ he publiihed a genera] pardonJ 
releafed ail the prifoners, and made it his requeft that the' 
people ihould return tc^heir former habitations and employ^ 
mentSf as if nothing ^traordinary had haopened* He like- 
Vrifg obliged the Tlycalans to reftore all the booty they had 
taken, excepting the fait, and gained fo much confidence to 
his profeffions, that the Cholulans returned to tjtc city with 
their families* openec|^ their (hops, perforrned their feveral 
occupations, were rcuqi^cd to the Tlafcalansj and again rc- 
fiored to the blefiings of tranquillity under the proteftion of 
the Spaniards, It was one of the fineft ftrokcs of the policy 
vof Cortez to engage the afFcdlions of the nations he had con- 
q&^ed, to efface their mutual animofitics, and unite them 
all in i:^"qwn alliance and intereft. By his addrefs he fub- 
Se rec'on- dued, irNa ^^ew days, the ancient enmity fubfifting betwreen 
the T'iafcalaii and Cholulansy anifet on foot 
w;hich was confirmed by both parties ; the aQ of confc^i*5Cy 
being rcle.br^^d in th^^prefence of the magiftrates of both 
cities, with the loTemilfitjcs ufually obferved on thofe occa- 
fions by the Inditfits.jl^ This mediation was of the greateft 
confcqucnce to hi^in.^ V'jjt opj3«e(f>Jbe way for fupplies from 
7 'A^tfA 7 ,*and alf^fa aret^Jat, (houib^ircumliances turnout 
contrary to expfettion. 

HAVIN 9 thusAtompleated his bufinefs at Cholula^ he per- 
mitted fei eral ®wz^of?/tf// 5 ,Hwho defired it, to return, fending 
by them lette/ to Juan Efcalanie govcrii^r of Vera Cruz^ 
acquainting hiov^vith his progrefs, and \edMifing him to 
ftrengthen the colo;!^, by new fortifications. He llkewifc 
fent a prefent to the of ^Ee^ipoaiay recommending to 

his care the Spaniards Ijft in and then, after re- 

fining in Cholula four or five days, was prbjjfvring to begin his 
march, when ano^'ier embaflV arrived n^m MoUzuma, 
That prince was (J?firous to efface all the fiKoicions which 
l\\t Spaniards might entertain that he was conWned in the 
of Cholula, According!) The ambafl’adbtS"thank - 
^ Cortez for having ebaftifed that treacherous people as 
yjihey dcfcrvedj fetting forth the 'emperor’s indignation* at 
their perfidy, with proteftations, every fyllable of which 
xiic Spaniards knew to be falfc, though they prudently Con-r 
cealed their fentiments. The meiiage was accolilpanied 
with a magnificent prefent, intended to lull Cortez into fe- 
curity, and draw him into another ambufh prepared, of 
jjnmds a which he had noticH; m bis march from the caziqi^e of Gua- 
^fnare lutd Mexicans had placed a great number of men 

in ambufe on the further fide of the mountain xl Chaleo. 

, Mexicans. ~ 
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^fer which the Spaniards muft pafi^ ftoppei up tb6 iffe# 
jud which leads to the province of that natiie, with grli4 
lones and trees, and opened and fmootbed another road* 

I which would lead Cot Uz into an imvafticable pafs, where 
his foldiers would be intangled in preibices, and put out of 
all condition to defend themfelvcs agwnft the intended f,U 
tack* Cortez was inctnfed at the int^ligcnce ; but he re- 
trained his 4 efentment, in order to be aiTured of the truth of 
the allegation. When he came to thjj place where the two 
roads divided, he afked Jt/^/^^zz/r/^’Sn^mbairadors, who were 
near his perfon, what thofe two roads meant ? and they an- 
fwered, “ that the bet was levelled for the convenicney of 
his troops, as the other fiopt ujf was craggy and 
“ cult.” To which Cortez replied, without hcfitation, “ 

“ are but little acquainted with my peopl? ; they will "uwCh 
ir^this way that you have blocked up, for noopdr reafon 
“ than ift di.fliriijfv; for the whenevy they have 

It in theii option, always incline to that w^hiclf is attended; 
** with mod difficulty and danger * 

dered the Indians to advance, and clear ^way all the obftacles 
which had been raifed to his pafrage;l[ea'Vng the ambafla- 
dors in admiration at his^.'agac^ty, perfua^ed that 

his relolution was guidfu by lbme'‘yviml\. .This artful ufe 
Cortez made of his inte’hgence to keep u^ye reputation of« 
his forefight, avoid the ftratagem laid by and yet 

feem as if he entertained no diftruft of the wod ifftentions 
of that monarch, i As to the Mexuans^ in a^ufeade, they 
no fooner perctiv/d the Spaniatds taking thr royal road, than 
not doubting but the*r defign was difeewered, they retreated 
with as much confternation as if mid been adually de- 
feated in butle; by which i!ieans th\5jl^w/fl;v/f were left a 
free paflage. ^ ' 

T'hesl accu^julated difappointments^roke the fpirit of 
the haughty A^tezuma, He fluctuated between contending 
opinions and^affions, and at length gave himself up tm the 
iMM(t crue?^evolion, lacWking llecatomes of wrctchciT^^ 
man beings at the altars of his gods, to appeale their 
pofe^ refentment. The cdhitradiClory oracles uttered by his 
idols entirely difheartened his imagination, fome admoniming 
him to ogert his gates to the ftrangers, that be might theje- 
by fccure them all for a facitfice ; while others advifed to 
keep them at » diftance, and endeavour to deftrojr them 
without endangering his perlpn. The laft difappotntment 
drove him r^moft to madnefs, and fil^cM his oracles and 
Jcounfellors/twho now left him to be direCled by the magi- 
^cians and fjrcercrs j a fet of men in the higheft reputation in 



TEe fociety of tife^otriiiricers wore iti 

the fieldy and by their inchan tments either to dCftr^ tfe^hc 
Spaniards^ ot at lead io to confound their counfels and ftupiiy 
ihcir intellc£ls,* fo as /jhcy might become an eafy conqueft# \ 
. If they fucceeded int^is, they were to be rewarded heyond 
exj^eifiationi but if ;^ney failed, they fhould be treated as im- 
poftoh, and puniihcd with the utnioft fc verity. The magi- 
cians^ cither confident of their own powers, or-ifraid to dif- 
cover the cheat with *’hich they had fo lotig deluded thc.pub- 
lij;, alTembled in nurtferous companies, and fet out againft 
the Spaniards. They were in the army which fled frdm 
Chaleo-^ and finding all, their circles and arts vain, they re- 
ar ned to Motszuma^ with a dreadful ftory of the devil^s hav- 
appeared to tl^tn, with affurances that nothing could re- 
fill for the gods had deferted the Mexicansi " 

and takerf part with the Itpngers. Upon hearipg which 
AIotezuma\xchimedf Wnatcan we dOfl?A)Ur gods for- 
Jjake us?lLet the ftrangers come, and the heavens fall upon 
uTr^fonfldeX/:rf4a2ud^^ turn our backs on misfortune, 
would bed iflionou^ able. I only lament the old men, wo- 
men, and chil^eiy.who cannot defend themfelves:'" a reflec- 
tion which {hewWflie"^iramral eleV^tion of his foul, although 
power had rertleipd him a prey to his paflions. From this 
time the emper^ and the wh'>le court began to make prepa- 
jations [6r e*,*' Pertaining the S/^aniardsy believing that thtir 
prophecies \j^re now fulfilled, and that the ftrangersf 
were aSualljr the orientalifls mentione(3^ in their tradi- 
tions, who were* fo conquer the country with the alEftance 
of the gods ; an of^inipo that was corroborated by the 
r.ftonilhing aflionsof Spaniards^ and the marvellous figfts 
and prodigies wln^i had lately appeared in the heavens. 
Hence it was that inothci embalTy, rnoic fplcndid than any 
of the preceding,' was difpatched to Cottez^ headed by 
princ^ Caminatzin^ nephew to Moiezuma^ aad lord of 

’ At this time Cortez had defended without impediment 
^from the mountain of Chaleo^ and advanced through a beau- 
tiful country, filled with groves and gardens, that fpoktthe 
bounty of naturCj and the force of culture, as far as 
Afnemeca^ where he halted. ^ Here he, received tSc compli- 
ments of the adjacent caziques, who appeared exceedingly 
Tcferved before the Mexican ambafladors, but in private de- 
dared freely thetrvde|efl:ation e^f the royal tyrant, whom they < 
taxed with cruelty and opprelfion ; addding with tears, that! 
they were forcfd to furreiider their women as tribute tp( 
bis lull, and that of his minillers» who chofe an ! rejefled 
c ^ them 



ii^^lhfti nor^ W€f0 Ae t f ♦ 

dhtogAtdrs, or thifif tiaptid-b^d any pro^«dion to rwifc. ^ ^ 

army tncamped at Jrnimem wfctai tho prinoo 
Xlminainn arrived, attended by four V the firft grander of«»«w- ^ 
Mexico^ and carried in a fine chair, ^ored with plumage 
of the moft beautiful colours finely difopfed, and fuppoirad Moieaui* 
by the fhouldcrs of fome ofliceis of hp family. On his®** 
alighting, trSbps of Indians ran before to clear and fweep 
the way, and Cmh. went to receive hWh to the door of bis 
apartment. When the proper compftments had pa&d^, thij 
prrnce took bis feat with an eafy majeflic air, and began* 
with welcoming Cortez^ and the Spantjh captains, to the 
Mextian dominions : he acquainted them with the amicablp^ 
difpofition with which Motezuma cxpe£led theif vifit* 
how much he dcfired to eftablifti a firm and laftingjrri^.fidfliip 
withnhe powerful eaftern princr, whom they ackmwledged 
as their matter, ^and whofe power Motezuma wa^bliged to 
confefs, for certain reafons which they ihould Ic^n from 
own lips. He concluded with colliY>lftI^Miits^*ara apologies 
for the difficulties which Cortez mutt enpunter in bis way to 
Mexico^ owing to the fearetty ^of projx'iorip, and the late 
barrennefs, which had left the people ^teffi1^|itc pbut iirfuch a *’ 
manner as if he would difluade the Spamakh'ftom the jour- , 
ncy, at the fame time that he ttsemed to invife^hem. Cortez 
eaUly penetrated into the defign of this difccAfc,*»md an- 
fwered it as he had always done upon fimilar oc^fions, by re- 
prefenting the ^leafqre which the Spaniards In furmount- ^ 
ing difficulties, the importance of nis own embafly, and how 
much it would tend to the mutual aMn^f^ge of the moiiarchs 
their fovereigns, that he Ihould be adm^ced to a perfonal in- 
terview, which he now accepted frot^Motezumay by the 
report of his ambsffiadoF and kinfman, \ith the moft pro- 
found acknowledgments. J 

Such an aiwer convinced the prince tRat all attempts to 
d iv ert his »-»i«?fntion would be to purpofe j iie 
vvS^ed the fubjedl, and, afte^ receiving fome prefents from 1 
CSrteZy accompanied the army to Tezeucoy the capital of his 
domihidns, and then repaired to Mexico to report thp iffuf of 
his embafly, I'he Spaniards were highly delighted and alto- 
nt^td at the fight of this beautiful city, the Cecond in Mex^ 

/or extent, and the firft for antiquity. I'be fiontof all thO 
buildins^s was extended on the bordeis of a fpacious lake, in 
« delightful fituation, where the’ great caijfcway of Mexico be- 
gan ; over which Cortez purfued h'ls march, without ttopping 
it Tezeucoy his defign being to reach tztoapalapay from 
whence he could march with cafe next day to Mexico. At 
^ MoD.Hisr.VoL, XXXVIll, > L this 




Wg* ftones cdQieated in^ t*mc» «iid #ll 

ibcne works that anfwere4 tbe double purpofeof ftrep( 
M^oraament. Tbi^cauqpc of ^ilavata came out vrit 
great retinue to me^ CtrteZf defiring he would honour hia 
t&wa with a vifn, inich he did not care to refufe, notwi^- 
fiaiuitng he had fo^e fufpicion of treachery, and tbe pla^ 
lay out of his way in purfuing the dire^ road to tbe cafHtail 
of the empire. Tc.. ^itlavaea the Spaniards gave tbe name 
ffensKutlat or Little Ft-iiut becaufe like that famous city it 
rofe out of the waters ; and here Certez propofed making 
ibme ftay, both that bp might not difoblige the cazique, ana 
that he might have an opportunity of obferving the iituation 
or.tjre lake, ciiiej, and caufeways, with every thing which 
couldf'qitfaer forok^^atd or obftrud his march, fhould the 
tans refol|e to cut down tbe^bridgea. ^mtlavaca comcnanda 
a profpeA of tbe greater part of the lake of Msxieo, than 
qghich nothing can be more beautifully diverfified with ci- 
t^,''rSw^, paved 7A?ys, and veiTels in perpetual motion. 
Trees and gardens ,feem^ to float upon the water, and to 
grow, as in . the, 'r pioper element ; a fight which at the fame 
ttpjf.raifed the a(|)pKtihment of Certez, and ruufed his ambi- 
tion. The ari^ was abundantly fupplied with provifion, 
and well accodfmodated with quarters j the people enter- 
tained fite Spaniards with chearfulnefs, and every adion was 
performed w/th that politenefs, which Ihewed that they par- 
took of the s..\anners of a court, and improved by their vici- 
nity to the capital. It was a peculiar eiicouragement to 
Certez, that the cajiques of the whole country through which 
he paiM, exprefled/'.3f(rfamc^fentiments with refped to Mo^ 
iezuma; they ddt^ed his Tyranny, but they dreaded his 
power } and aIthQ>'.gh they (hewed tlieir i;iclination to break 
their fetters, and^ received the Spaniards as perfons deftined 
for their deliveras ce, yet fo habituated were |hey to flavery, 
9oh fo oftep had they bled under the fcourge .'f his cruelty, 
^t^at they could fcarce eievata their fouls to the ple^mitg- 
profped of'liberty. Poifibly they imagined, from a certain 
foreboding which the mind fonnetimes has of future calami- 
tiel', thkt tbe (Grangers would deliver them flom the yoke of 
Motezwm, only to fubjed them to a dill more rirorous bon- 
dage. 

As Certez had altered his rout to oblige the cazique of 
^itlavaea, he syas ynder the neceflity of again proceeding 
to Izteapalapa in hil way to Mexico. Forming his army as 
well as t^e caufeway would allow, eight men a>breaft, he be- 
gan his march at tM bead pf four hundred and fifty Spa^ 

niardt 
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Pw atiy ramarlc^bk adventure reached 
y^pitig. ^ The manner of buildings the elegance of atcht^ 
jf^durci jrichnefs of furniture, numbe^f houfes^ and po^ 
puiouineff of the place, furprifed tht^^niards. It con-^ 
tained above ten thoufand habitations^ which wefe 

fuperb edifices ; either nfing out of the IraterS, or fronting 
the lake. , Tfth ca^tque of this and fomdiolher towns came 
Out with numerous fetinues, and prefenlf of fruit and pro« 
vifions, to meet Corte%^ and accompdtiied him in hisie im )|^ 
amidft fuch loud acclamations as evinced the fincere wel« 
come of the inhabitants. The Spaniw^ds were lodged in the 
palace, and the Indim auxiliaries in courts and fquares, co^ / 
vered over with cotton cloths, where thqy could fecurei/ 
and commodioiifly pafs over the night. In the palace were 
magnificent apartments, idorne4 with paintings on cottOn 
of great ingenuity, and roofed with cedar pretcilji covered^ 

The town was watered with a number of fountain^ convey-^ 
cd by a variety of aquedufls from the neighbblinng moun- 
tains., and adorned with feveral pleafant^ Urge, well 
cultivated gardens* The cazique’s garden,! in particular, 
into which he condudled the ^padiards^*^a^A Iwve refiefied 
honour upon the tafie of a people who h.«d made greater 
progrefs in the polite arts. 

Havintg fufficicntly amufed himfdf with thf beauties of 
Iztoapalapa^ and informed himfclf of gitbc ftrength of tbttiwai 
place, and difpofiiion of the inhabitants, let out early Mexico, 

next morning (hv Mexico y in order that, after paying YA$ the capital 
comp iments to Motexuma^ he might Ij^^^Uifure to rccon- ^ 
noitre the city, and fortiiy hi^quartefk ^bout half 
he was met by four thoufand perfons o^iftindion, fent lo 
receive him, and conduS the ftrangers t(\the capital,^ On 
drawing rieai the city, they met a ftone fonification fecured • 
by a tower on e/th fide, which took up tifc whole breaijth 
of the caufe^y, and obliged the troops to makevia circuit trL 
gaiS^which opened in anoiheV^ar^of the caufeu^ay, termn 
nated by adraw-budge, whiqji defended the entrance of the 



(B) Herrera alledges that he 
had but thre^iundrcd Sfantayds 
when he left ^flaf^aia^ and ima- 
gining fome were hh behind, 
that he difpatched Alvarado to 
bring them to;;ethcr (i) i bat 
we htive adhered to the rcladon 


of De Soln, which appears to 
be more confifteot with the orift 
ginal number of the troops, the 
garnfon left at Cruzy and 
killed^ or dead, by acci<* 
debt and dtfeaie. * 
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tie bridge, aid then falKiig batk t6 teaeb I 

In^ a laite for iheSp^^rd^f froth whence tbe^ ^tfc6iN 
a large ftreet with wiform buildings, and windoVi^’^ &nd 
tiiements crouded with fjatftators. Soon after aj^e^red thi 
troop of the^oyal proceffibn, confiftihg of about twb 
hundred npblemeif richly drefled in the fame falbion, adortusd 
with large plume^ fimilar in colour. Thtf* hied to each 
fide, and difeoverra through the avenue they made a mpl^ 
^iiY/iCrous and brilliant company, in the midfi of which wa$ 
Matexima^ carried on the ftioulders of his favourites, in h 
chair of burnllhed goU, fays de Solis, though Herrerd omits 
\tbe chair, and relates tfiat he came under a rich canopy of 
green feathers aad gold, difpbfed in the moft beautiful pro* 
portions. This canopy, which formed an elegant* kind of 
net-work, was fupported by four fords of the diftinftlon, 
^ and preceded by three great officers with golden rods in 
their hauliis, which they waved as a lignal of the emperor^a 
afqproach, that all might proftratc themfelvcs, without pre- 
ftiming to lift up their eyes, which was deemed a kind of 
facrilege. 'Whitn, MGtezuma alighted from his chair, 6V- 
reS^difmounaed a%d approached him, while Indians were cm- 
ployed in layinlg carpets on the intermediate way, to pre- 
vent the royal feet from touching the ground. His fomi 
wz$ foJemn^and majcftic, being fupported by two nephews 
barefooted, in token of refpeft and humiliation. Msiczuma*s 
apparel was "a fine cotton mantle, adorned with jewels in 
fuch abundance, that it appeared rather an incumbrance 
than an ornamentf Ii^' was laid carclefsly on his Diouldcrs, 
and fweeped th^^urid behind. On his bead he wofc a 
light gold crowr^ refembling a mitre, and his feet were 
cafed in Ihocs of jfceaten gold, in form ndt unlike the Roman 
fandals. His p<e?fcncc was majeflic, his ftature micJdling, 
hi^ age about fo^y, bis conftitution rather v^licate than ro- 
ivArsik, his cbmpljxion fait for climate, his* r.r^fe aqu iline. 
^ his eyeslively and piercing,^ arna his features regular and fiShd- 
fomc. He condefeended to falute Cortez with a refpeft 
which be had never before fliewn, bending his body to low 
that be toubfaed the ground with bis hand, while the general 
made the moft profound reverence in the mi.mer of his 
country; which, however, was thought extremely impo- 
lite by the imperial attendants. Cortez ihtew round his 
neck, while they were making their compliments, a chain 
of cutglafs, in imitation of diamonds, which he had re- 
&rved as a prefent for thefirft audience; and the princes who 
Nppaitcd MQtiWnta would have prevented him, becaufe it 

was 




hwfnl m »ppro^ Heir hsi 

^ fcprinwindei tneii4 and wai £>{deaM 
ht hit ^aced it among his jei^la of ineftimable iralni^ 
^ fht wytwf in which he returned it waarufficienc proof of the 

S lice Rp^ut iipqo it; for he ordered\ collar made of red 
lells to Ipe brdagl)!) fet together w^th 
adorned jwhh eight crabs of beaten 
imitated nktujp. This was reckoned 
able of Ate royal jewels ; and the em 


ic greateft art, at|d 
d, which' cxadly 
ng the moft va)u<^ 
r, with his own 


bands, fufpended ic round the general’s neck, to th e gr pat 
admiration of all the Indians^ who now began really 
fuade ihemfelves that this muft be feme celeftial being, to 
whom the emperor paid fuch veneratidn. The fpeech made 
by CorUz w^as concife and cncrgic ; the anfwer returned by ^ 
MoUxuma was alfoihort, dtfereet, and fuTlof dignity; af^ 
ter which he ordered the Spaniards to be conduced to their 
quarters, and returned to his chlir and palace with the fame 
ceremonies as we have defciibed. In this mannetldid Cortez. 
furniount the greateft difficulties, arriving fafely m the capi- 
tal of MexicOy after having defeated the Tahafeans^ eluded 
all the ftratagems of Motezuma^ conquered the warlike re- 
public of Tlafcala^ engaged that ftatc ir a perpetual alliance, 
puniihed the dangerous confpiracy of Chdula, efcaped tEe * 
fnares laid for him in the mountain of Chaleo^ appeafed the • 
mutinies of his own people, and gained the rq/pe<2 of not 
only the tributary princes, and lords of Mexico^ but of the 
haughty Motezuma bimfelf, who was forced to treat him up- 
on a footing of tequality, and with a reverence which he 
fufed to the gods thcmfcivcs. 
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Containing Account of MotezumaVy’^wp, Weakh^ 
fower^ ar.i^dajl of m Jwjn’ifonmetts 
i^ortez, with divers owef Particulars^ which ec- 
atrred in the Courfe of%is Confinement. 


f^ORTPh had now reachad the captit^, where him- 
^ feif and troops were treated with a refped that CTtceeded 
the inoft fanguine expeftation; but with regard to the great 
o^efi: of this expedition^ naendy, the iubjlbAion of thiwaft 
empire to the crown Spaing it was in af^warance as\e> 
mote as ever. Had Mtitzuma oppofed bis advances by opin 
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' ItoHaifitt. *ia heen'4efeaixiJ, the fete df J^k» Wdpmtj 
immcdkwy been determiiied j but 6ri the friendly^footiii||\ 
fi^as admitted t() the prefence of that prince, an^ into tfh 
heah of the kinp;da|j 5 f, it was difficult to cxccut«^ 
without the greatefl^rfidy and viofation of the id rights 
df hofpitaiity. Ti^e, however, rendered eafy wha» appeared 
beyond the reach if human genius; and lucky ciicjmftancej^ 
w»cre fo judicioufli improved, that although nd'not al- 
together vindicatcvie conduft of the Spaniards in that point 
of j»i^icc and integrk/, they will appear Icls culpable than 
iuppofed by many writers. 

It was on the 8th day of November that Cortez made his 
^ public entry into Mexico, He was lodged with all his forces 
Sn one of the royal palaces, a fuperb edifice, fortified with 
ftrong walls, and flanked with high towers. The accom- 


ftrong walls, and flanked with high towers. The accom- 
modations were good ; fome of the apartments defigi\;d for 
the fuperlor oncers were hung with ingenious cotton paint- 
ings, andtfurnifhcd with handfome wooden chairs, carved 
out of onr block of timber, and beds fliaped liked pavilions. 


with bottoms of palm matts, and bolfters of the lame ma- 
terials \ and with the fame fimpHcity lived the greateft 
^ pQfices of tjjis opulent country. Cortez immediately diftrif 
buted guards, placed his artillery, and took equal care to 
' make the lodgings of his foldiers commodious, and their 
quarters‘fecifre. A fplendid banquet, had been prepared, by 
order of the emperor, in the principal apartments of the 
$panijh quarters, and great abundance of Icfs delicate pro- 
vifion for the foidicrs. After dinner Motimma honoured 


the general with ^ vifit. and ordering the attendants to re- 
tire, entered upon a^boured, but fermingly familiar, ha- 
rangue, in which Kle gave him to »inderftand, that he was 
feoiible the Spanid ds ^erc morrals like the Indians^ and the 
, thunder which t^y grafped nothing more than fome fecret 
in feience. abufed^v^aid he, aswcjl 

pLoutvi* mine. ^Yoij^b^ive been told that I am imfl;OTtal, that my 
maV power and p^Ton arc eViuaJ«to thofc of tiic'^gods, thf 

fpoeeb to 1.^103 down her fa^urs upon me, that the Walls and 

^pr|:ez, (( coverings of my pafaces ^rc atl of gold, and that the<j|rth 
** bendff beneath the weight of my trcafurcs. You have 
•falfo/jcen told that I am cruel, tyrannicaU^oppreffive, 
f‘ proud, unjuft, and a ftringcr to mercy. Both the ono 
“ and the other are equally falfc. This aim (uncovering a 
f « fcir) will ihcn? that I am nportal. My riches, indeed, are 
f* jj/cat, but they fiavc been magnified by fame and flatte** 
fV ry ; from theft inftanccs you may judge that my bad qua- 
ff litics have been likcwife aggravated. Sufpend, therefore. 



nkind} though y^a 
uents ariiing fron 
p and afFable, you 
Iit8 are founded up- 


MiMM' IttdfqMftl «uitU 3MSU know <* 

McaU atuilty and oppteffion be not ewacelWy 
j/Wtch^eQie^ to yourfelf, fotne repdrt) diat 'yott $tn 
^ wick^^malieiom. revengeful, orwWous, proud, and the 
** flavepr^ur paffions ; but 1 fee tha^ou are of the fame 
** foriirajAj|pd%pofttion as the reft of imnkind } though ypa 
** are df^uiihed from us by fome accents ariftng fron 
difFo^f cqpntrics. You are courteoa and affable, you 
** are brave and religious, your refemiiupts are founded up- 
on rtafon; you bear hardfhips iike,|ruefoldiers j thelibe- . 
“ rality which 1 myfclf have experienced evinces 
are not fordid, in a word, you are men like ourfclv^s, ‘ 
^ but With fuperior qualities ; and as*to the wild beafts you 
command, which report hath fo magnified, they are only , 
a kind of deer, tra£table and docile, wiAi fuch an irnper^ | 
fedl degree of knowledge as may be attained by brutes, 
muift, therefore, forget, both fides, all paft mifin* 

** formations, and thank our eyes for undeceivijpg our un* ^ 
derftandings. We are not ignorant that the great prince 
whom you obey, is defeended from our ancient 
lord of the feven caves of the Navatl iques^ and lawful 
king of thofe feven nations, which gave beginning to the 
** Mexican empire. By ancient tradition, whfeh we regafd 
as infallible, we know that he departed from thefe coun- • 
“ tries to fubduc regions in the caft, leaviqg ^ promife 
thit in time his defeendants fhould return to mddel our 



‘‘ laws, and reform our government. The marks which 
you carry about agree with our tradition and prophecies, 

“ and the prince of the eaft, who fends you, manifefts m 
your exploits the greatnefs q 1 fB' d’l^ftSous a progenitor ; 
we have, therefore, deterirrtned tha^^ aU things fhall be 
** done to his honour ; pi which 1 now ^dverrifc you, that 
you may truly oeclarc whatever you ha-'c to propofe, and 
afenbe to fo noble a caufe this excefs oQmy goodnefs,’^ 

Cortez pcr 9 .ivcd the drift of this fpceto, and anfw«red Cortex’s 
i>,jjmth ^ 1i a kii i<oddfefs. He ^deavouAd To mamtaiii gnj/aurr* 
opinion of the d^ttworJinaryi^altjur of the 
SpantfLtdsy ynthout departin^from truth. He acknowledged 
that the fire-arms which the Indians miftook foK kghtning 
and thunder, were the invention of human geniu^but 
lift from this very oircumfiance lojudge'of the 

fttperiority of the Spaniards in point of contrivance a^ un- 
derftandtng. He told him tha^t the borfes wefc not d^r as 
Jut imagined, but animals of a more ganefous nature, Var* 
naif furious, and ambuiaus of emulating the glory of timr 
lifters* He m^de a politic ufe of the abfurd tradition m 

L 4 ^ firmly 




and «bt(M 

V ^ 'mSma pmwed ait catlialk kiiigi bdtevjug, tint m 
vivould ^ve greater weight to his embimy ; be tombed tif^\ 
Ibe bupioiifi religion cA the A&xkmSi and gave a i}|f djftetcii 
ei the principal tencopf the chriftian faith ; telling 

that to rcforiMihe abufes of the moft abfyi^'^idalatry, 
was the main ob}e<7 of his commiffion from thet ^ But 
Msiezuma patiently} heard all his arguments ws^oik^>e leaft 
appearance of cont^on ; and yrhm the general had done, 
rofe up from his feat, ^ddreffing himfelf to Cortez in the fol- 
words. 1 accept, with due acknowledgment, the 
friendfhip you propofe from the defeendant of the great 
^ozaleoa/} but all g6ds are good: yours may be fo in your 
country > mine are (o in mmc. Let each enjoy their at- 
tributes undiftfirbed : Repofe yourfelvcs now, looking 
** towards the Spaniards in general ; you arc in your own 
houfe, where you fliall be ferved with all the regard ^e to 
ycur valtajr, and to the great prince your mafter.” After 
which he gave prefents of gt-id, pieces of cloth, and feveral 
fine plumes, to CorUz^ diftributing alfo Ibme jewels of lefler 
value among the other Spaniards^ and then withdrew to his 
own palace. 

X^riiz defirtd leave to return this vifit next day, and his 


Cortez f requeft was readily granted. He went attended by his cap- 
nfifits Mo- tains, and fix^or feven favourite foldiers, and among the reft 
tezuma in Dia% detCaJlillo^ the earlieft hiftorian of this conqueft, who 
tk palace, already begun to colle£); materials for his work. The 

ftreets were crouded with people, and the Spaniardi^y amidft 
the acclamations, heard the word Teulcy or divinity, fre- 
quently repeated to^ei^'^eat fatisfadfion, becaufe it (hewed 
in what eftimation toey were* held by thofe liniple Indians. 
The appearance of j/ne royal palace AA^ci^eptly demonftrated 
the great magnificence of the fovcrcigns of Mexico. The 
pile was of fuch extent that thirty gates opened to as many 
different ftreets j Ad the front, which occupied the whole 
fide of a fpacTouyparade, was jiuilt of finei UjafiPtr 

of different dolri.s. Over-^ie great gate was the' ferial . 
arms pompqMly blazoned. Hcffe Corttz was received by 
the officers the court with great ceremony, and after being 

copduded^ through three extenfive fquares, atiaft arrived at 
Moiezusfsa'^s apartments, where there was equal realbn to ad- 
mire thp grandeur of the rooms, and the richnefs of the fiir« 
niture. The floors were coverad with a varic^ of diffcrexic 
tnat^f beautiful ^oricmanfhip and texture, the walls witb 
cot^n hangings finely painted, anti interwoven wkb the 
(ki/js of rabbits, and the moft interior apartment was adorned 
' with 





portcj 
beinj 
of 


of colours. A$ ItiofSi, 
ether fwe^t-lcentclk.wdodsjt nvtitb dtettits 
relitvoS) that difeoveredMafie and gemas in&o 
res, the mariner in whicrahecielihgs i^rediip^ 
rails, or beams, was exwdingly curious, diis 
Vitaly efFcfted by force, oppoMon, and the prdTure 
ateral on ihe central parts, wh^ difplayed a ihecba* 
nicai invention in the architects, fyperior to what m hghJtJ ^e 
been expeCled from fo rude and ignorant a people as^5es 
Mexicans^ wbofe knowledge was entirely the refult of ge- 
nius and reflei^ion, as they had noncommunication with any* 
other nation fo civilized as thcmfeivcs. Every thing was/ 
new and extraordinary to the SpaniarSs^ and every thinn 
contributed to increafe their refped for the monarch. The' 
grandeuf of the palace, the Ceremonies, the crouds of at- 
tendants, their quality, and thcprofoundTilencV obferved by 
fo numerous a train, all imprefled the imagination with the 
moft exalted idea of the power of AioUZuma^ and the po- 
tency of the Mexican empire. 

That prince was ftanding'in the midft of all thefc en- 
figns of his authority, when, obferving Cortez^ he adyance<f!S^ 
meet him, laid his arms familiarly on his fhouldcrs, and thcr? 
addrefled the reft of the Spaniards with a gratious nod and 
fipile. The vifit was long, and the coverfatioif fuch as 
might be fuppofed to pafs among friends upon a perfeft 
equality. M$tezuma divefted himfelf of all the pomp of 
majefty, without loling fight^of his dignity, and conde- 
feended to queflion Cortez about tl^^ Jfature, politics, and 
curiofitics of the caftern coilntries. Alt his interrogations 
evinced ftrong fqife, and a manly cxt^pfive underftanding. 
He then touched upon the obligations of the Mexicans to , 
the defeendents of their firft monarch, aitd expreffed his par- 
ticular fatisfafiton that the prophecies cokceriyng the i%for- 
by ftrangets, w cffe^o mpleated in his 
__ S compliment left frau§fr“Whli “tfittu than the po- 
litcuefs of a court. Cortei artfully drew on^hc converfa- 
tion to the topic of religion : but all his argum^s on this 
bead proved fruitlefs ; except with refpeft to th^^rbatous 
cufiom or decking the royal tdble with dilhes mad^of hu- 
man flefe, whish Motezuma ordered henceforward dlf- 
Ufed. But as to the point cf human faqrifices, he he 
could fee no impiety in offering tS his gods thefe prifoins of 
war already cor^emned*to die; nor did hd at ait approvVof 
that; manioi laid down in facred writ, to extend nei^- 

^ hourly 


\ aij^froire ntf bcocvojtncc and hitmaDity^ !of the ;d)riff|aia 
migioA in certain particulars $ he, notwichliandink cm^ 
< ftantly returned to his ^Id aflertion, “ That his 
** good in Mexico^ as jpU as the chriftian gods 
The^ Spmujh writers ^ak as if policy alone h’S^^ii^ented 
Motezuma from en>brf:ing the catholic dodnhes, iy,.;j;reprc- 
fent Cortez as an abl^rator and divine. He looked is{5e the 
bafis of rcyal autbori^ to be laid on the ab(\jrd fupcrfliuon of 
the pet^ple, and their r^yercnce for the prielts, with whom 
f ^SsitrCdld be dangerous to have any altercation upon a topic 
which their intereft, influence, and charaders, were fo 
/ deeply concerned. He 'dreaded iheir difplcafure^ and the 
contempt of his vafTals, in cafe he Ihould relax in his zeal 
jibr the worlhip oP his gods, out of complaifance to the 
/ftrangers. The Spaniatdi corroborated this opinion by an in- 
^ cident which fell out about thii time. • ^ 


MQtezu<> ‘Motezuma^iooV. it into his head one day to difplay the 
moijhenxjs magnificence of his temples to the Spamards^ and accord- 
kis temples mgly afked Cortez to attend him, w^ith feme of his principal 
to the officers, and favouiite foldiers. When they came to the 
Spaniards, entrance, Motezuma ordered them to halt, and advanced 
Uidirelf to know of the priefts if it was lawf^ul to bring into 
vhe prefence of their gods men who refufed to worlhip them ? 
This q^ueftion ^.was anfwered in the affirmative, provided 
they wouW behave with proper refpe^ft. Immediately all the 
i gates of this fuperb edifice were fet open, and Motezuma took 
upon himfelf the office of explaining the ufesof all the dif- 
ferent vcfliils, inffruments, and utenfils, which he perform- 
ed with fuch ridicu)(!5u^ c?femony and reverence, that the 
Spaniards could notvefrain frontlaughter. Of this Moiezu^ 
ma feemed to take ny partirular notice, o^ly looking upon 
the Spaniards as defirmg to reftrain their mirth, until 
tranfported with inexpreffible zeal, addrefied himleif to 
him in the foljpwij/g terms. “ Permit me. Sir, to fix the 
crofs of Chrift before thffe images of 
{ball fee defifrve adoration or con\c .^t%Z 

This propofi^l enraged the prieifs, and reduced 
to great pei^lcxity, between his reverence for religion, his 


dre^d of 0e pneffhood, and his regard to the Spaniards^ 
and thcy^cights of hofpitality.*- You might, at fbaff, faid 
he, l)^e fbewed this place the refpefl dueio my perfoai” 
a rcprcof which equally ihewed his good fenfe and polite^ 
isefs^itnough ihtSpanflh writers aferibe it to the terror with 
whiA the ftrangers had infpiied him. rt would appear however 
Uom tbeif owa coofeftipa, ibl’4t Qorfez regarded it in another 




For*het«3io1c'siri 

yre on the fabje^l of religion, aist ^ 

‘s zeal to make converts, 

tbe reader may have a fti%tiger idea of the bifetip^ ^ 

Cortez had to furmount, fc courfe of this extra- ^ 
Iventure of the conqueft it may htcitytf 

^ at we ftould exhibit a thort Icfcrtpticn of the ca- Mcjuou-*,^ 
, ^f thfti vaft empire, the fplendorlf the court, the im- 
menfe revenues of the monarch, and ower particulars, equally 
conducive to gratify curiofity, and render the fubfeq\jf5ql;^jar- \ 
rative more ente/taining and intelligible. This great olyr 
anciently known by the name of Tentuh-ehitlam^ was Idtuated 
in an extenfive plain, furrounded by high rocks and motin^'*? 
fains, from which rolled down ftreams into the valley/^ 
that formed ihemfelves into different lakes, and particu^" 
larjy into two of a larger fizc^ where the valley happened to\ 
be deepffft. Between thefe two great lakes were fluiccs, by 
which the defeat of water in the one was fupp'ied from the 
xcdundance in the other ; and it is reported, that the wa- 
ters had different qualities, the uppermoft being clear and 
fwcet, abounding with fifli i and the lower, fait and fierile^ 
from a nitrous quality in the foil at the bottom. It is cer- , 
tain that fait was made in the latter, though it could poffifely 
have no communication with the fea, and was* frequently^ 
filled with the waters let down from the foitner? All the 
lakes put together contained a fpace of near thirty leagues in 
circumference, and were adorned with about fifty different * 
cities and towns, which afforded a moft delightful and ro- 
mantic profpf In the inrddlj^of the/alt water lake ftood 
the city'of Ms\\co^ which, at the time we are fpeaking of, 
is faid CO have contained notlefs than fixl^ thoufand families. 

If was joined the«land by dykes and large caufeways, 
crefted at a prodigious expen: c, giving an air of grandeur, » 
and great convenience, to this capital. That over which 
the Spaniards marched pointed to the (Jaith,^and was^two 
Jc''gues>4*f?iig\fl ; another exfertded to thc^nor^hward above 
<i»fe:s^e ; and a third Icd^to tW WP'ff,'"‘neiyy of the fanae 
length* All the ftreets were broad, and in 1^irc£I line ; 
but what rendered them very peculiar was, thai^ftme were 
entirely covered with water, fo as to admit the^^^^age^of 
finall vericls and canoes, with* which they were peTOtually 
crowded. Bridges were likewife laid over, for the^eater 
dtfpatch of bufinefs, and cafe of carriage. In gencr^thc 
ftreets confiftedof earthen banks, faced ^ith ftones.raifcxPVith 
prodigious labour in the* midff of the waters, and thus ^ 
poin|)ofed of ^arth and w^tcr, with a foot-roa^ on ^ch ficj 



Hke, whole the moil ^ceable appearaoi;^ that 
Ipa^oQ cmi oooceive* Nothmg could be hetter contrll^ 
the purpofes of coihmerce or pkafure j attdift&rfid 
refemhled in miniature, /what we are told of the v^||^ire 
of CbihUf in the varie^ of land and water, the ca^;^Icd 
witl^ boats, the mul/tudc of inhabitants, the'^Zjfipetual 
buftle of the people,fand that conftant motion ?w ,,^hich 
every obje£t was behJ^, ^ ^ It 

The city was divided between the vulgjir, and the court 
and ngWUty, the former poflefling the diitrid called TIate* 
the buildings were lower, meaner, and crowd- 
xd. The other diftri<S was larger, and occupied by the 
Z)obilit;y, filled with thc^buildings of the court, and other 
public edifices, all faced with ftone, and of good architec- 
‘jfMrc. Both diftriclS were laid out in parades, where an 
Great! ^^nfinity of merchandize was daily expofed. At certain days 
' of the year, fairs were held irf Tlatelulco^ to which» all Ihe 
Mexico, merchants and traders in the empire flocked. It was held 
in a fquare of vafl dimenfions; one of the largeft in the 
world, fays Herrera^ yet was it filled with tents pitched fo 
clofe, that there was fcarce room left for the buyers to pafs 
each other; notwithflanding which, all buflnefs was carried 
the uttnoft regularity, and nothing like confufion 
rppeared. Here might be feen jewellers and goldfmiths, 
who fold teys of the moft curious workmanflnp. Here were 
rows of pSinters, who exhibited the figures of animals, and 
* landflcips compofed of feathers, fo nicely placed, as cxaftly 
to imitate nature. To this fair were brought all the diffe- 
rent kinds of cotton manufi»<^ures made in the empire, 
whether plain or p.:^htcd, with fuch abundance of other 
commodities, as it ^would be tob tedious and unneceffary to 
enumerate; fufficient it is, that the, Mexican artifts here 
conftantly exhibited the moft extraordinary proofs of their 
ingenuity and patience. Traffic was carried on chiefly by 
an exchange of commodities, and goods of fmall price were 
bought chicfly‘wit^. maize or cocoa. The hadjp 

ftandards of had meafures for fpaL^faai* 

f quantity, and 1 kind of number which they adjufted jthe 

price of co^/moditics by the taxes they paid, and the labour 
employed^ but as we (hall have occafion tp treat afterwards 
of the a^/hners and cuftoms of thofe people, we fltall omit, 
in this nace, every thing not relative to the ftate of the king- 
dom ^ the time it was vifited by Cortez, For the greater 
of buflnefs'^ and pftefervation of order, a board of 
juft^e was appointed, not only to ddcide all difputes which 
mi4ht arife among the merchants who frequented this fair, 

but 


1 


rn 



^ Kttt likewife td^nrpe^l that all tht mp0^ Ibir 

fale, yere marketable. Inferior ^^loeri ^re o^iiiiiuilUy 
employed in going about to prevent/rauds inopAtra<^y 
prejs and preferve tranquillity ; and ftich was tkt 

dread^^which thefe magiftrates we^held^ thatfetdoiq any 
or dilturbance ever hatmened. It was not 
thc^o^c, without rcafon, that the Bernards beheld with af- 
toniiiiment the opulence and good go^rnmeot of this em- 
pire, and the induftry, addrefs, aqd genius of^the inhabi- ^ 
tants, whom they neverthelefs termed barbarians. - 

Nothing added more to the beauty and magnificence 
the ci’ty of Mexico^ than the great Tiumbcr of ftately temple$.(^ 
with which it was adorned. The great temple, in particu-^^ 
lar, dedicated to the god f^iztzhpuztHy was ftupendou:^ ^ 
The part of the building that firft prefented itfelf was 
fq^arc, , the wall of which wiisofhcwn ftone, wrought on 
the outfide with ferpents intertwined, that gave a very hor-^ 
rible afpe^l to the portico. At a little diflance from this 
was a place of worfhip ftill more dreadful, as it was adorned 
with the heads of mi.ii who had been facrificed to the gods, 
an exact account of whom was^ regularly kept by thepriefts. 
Every fide of the great fquare had a gate, <^er which wcat; 
fo# Itatucs of ftone, which feemed to point the way back ti 
ihofc who came to public worftiip in ati' Imprnper dlfpofi* 
tion. Round the walls were the habitations of ftie priefts, 
who were extremely numerous; and yet there remained an 
area large er\ough to contain ten thoufand dancers upon pub- 
lic icHivals. In the center pf this fquare, ftood a tower, 
which exalted irs head above ail the buildings in the city, 
terminated in a half pyramid of fucb cRmenfions, that the 
flat upon the top was forty feet fquare, after it had rifen into 
the air a hunclrcaaiid twenty ftonc-fteps of a beautiful ftaircafe. 
The pavement W'as of jafper, a kind of fcrpcntinc baluftrade* 
encloied it, and both fidcs weic covered with aftonerjcfem- 
bling with red and vvhite ccm|mt,*that produced 

efFcdl. Near the endW were two 
nm^rblc ftatues, which fupported two candrkjjicks of enor- 
mous fize, and admirably well exprefled the iS^ight 0/ the 
burden, by the ftrainingof their arms. A litde^rther jwas 
the Iconcron which was extended the wretched hman vic- 
tim to be facriliced to the gods, and emboweled ; vand be- 
yond this ftood a chapel of excellent workmanfhip and ma- 
terials, covered with a roof*' of -prec^uS wood. Hra was 
placed the idol, behincka curtain, on the high altar, iV had 
feme rcfemblance to a human figure, of a terrible 
was feated on a kind of throne, fuftained by a blue glo^, 

* ^ reprefcnting 
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lUm hctveiii> from the fiWes whereof csune fort*t I 
fodti^ headkdlike fmkeft which the priefts placed oi theh*! 
f ftmiidexs^ when they ^pofed the idoi to view. TIf idol 
held in the right-hanya twining ferpent^ whiclv'iv%red 
the ^urpofe of a fiafFAnd in the left four arrov 
were worfcippcd as a/elcftial prefent. Oppofitc was 
another chapel of thnacne fize and figure, the babHaiJjbn <4 
an idol called the ^i^d brother of the formjEr, a/td di- 

viding with hi®' the fpoils of war. TBe ornaments of 
pels were ineftimable; all the walls were hung, 
%nd the altars covered, with jewels and precious fiones, 
.placed in feathers of beautiful colours. Every part ef the 
.town had its temple, which was the repofitory of the prin- 
'^pal riches of that diftrifi to which it belonged; hence it 
Contained two thoufand idols. There was hardly a ftreet 
f without its tutelary deity, nornny calamity^ inciderjt to isa- 
turc, without its altar, to whjeh man had rccourfe for a 
remedy. Only one good efteft refulted from the fuperftition 
of the people, namely, the beauty which all thefe temples^ 
reared by ignorance, added to the city. 

Besides the royal palaces and temples, there were other 
fine buildings that highly contributed to the decoration of 
Mexico \ thefewere the pleafure^houfes of Opu 

of them, moft magnificent ftruclurc, with vaft galleries^ 
fupported4)y pillars of jafper, was converted into an aviary. 

^ Here were alTemblcd all thebirdi* which l^ew Spain produced 
of value, cither on account of their voices or plumage. The 
number of thefe birds were fo great, that above three hun- 
dred perfons were ct^ftantlyvmployed in feeding and clean- 
ing them. From their feathers^ere made the moil beautH 
ful paintings in Motezuniif^ colledion. 

At fome dillance from hence, l^hiezit^na had another 
houfc of fuch extent, that it contained an apartment capable 
of holding his whole court. There huntfmen refided, and 
with them an'nfiiJty of birdsof prey, kept ip cfgfis, among 
which were she no way inferior 

ropean in feiziij^ on their prey, ^nd returning to thcIufeT^ 
The 5p/J«f/^Titcrs have deferibed the royal eagle of a fne/ftf- 
trous'fizcj^d voracioufnefs fcarcc cred ibie. In another fquarc 
of tnefaM houfe were kept thp emperor’sS wild beafis, !ions< 
and among others the Mexican bull, not un- 
like tb/wild bull of Bohemia^ or bufFalo, calfed urm by La* 
tin w^ers. This aniq;ial lafge, ftrong, fierce, and roa- 
in bis appearance, with a large hunch or cxcrcfccnre on 
its (lack, and the neck cloathed with long hair like a lion^ 

It was (SUftomary with the Mexicans^ from the remotefl anti« 

quity. 



to of ;a 

Mvild in bis pdOteffion : wbenee we of 

f Clumber cnaincained by Motezuma^ who xlmu abfoi^iteiy flic 
;^rca^*prince, in all refpccSti:, that ever fwayed tht Mixum 
fcepttc. ^ J *) , 

TaAi^ft extraordinary circgmftani^ of Motezurm^$ 
moui^^ared in the collection he mffle of the deformities 
and n\nfteTs of hum^n nature. Here^kwe dwaf&y gimts, 
or nven of extraorflinary ftature, hump-oack’d, crooked men, 
perfons who had any unaccountable mark in their fcattn^^'or 
defect in their eyes, and others whofe minds were as de 


m 

formed as their bodies. This infi4tution might have been 
ferviccable and humane, had the emperor confined his care 
to wretched objeCts incapabl^j of labour ; fbut a mark or ble-»o^ 
miih of any kind that was uncommon, was ful&cient to cn^ 
titles the jjerfon to the benefi* of this foundation; and pa- 
rents were frequently known tp disfigure their children, that 
they might be maintained at the king’s expence; 

But of all the public buildings belonging to this great ^rf^nal or 
prince, none was more curious, • or worthy of obfervatioii, 
than the armoury. It was divided into two departments ; 
the one, where the arms were made; and the other, where 
they were arranged in the moft beautiful manner, after they^ 
were entirely finiihed. The feveral artifts had certain (hops 
afligned them, agreeable to their employments, u In one 
place they prepared the wood for the arrows, in another they , 
fhaped and formed it ; in a third bows were made, and in a 
fourth fwords or darts. All kinds of arms, whether oft’en- 
five or defenhve, were madeTjf'yarticuIiK workmen, in <lif- 
tinCt flops, under the dircCJion of fupkrinrendants, w^ho 
kept an exa<ft account of the quantity and kinds of arms. 

From the magas^ine \|yere diftributed arms to the troops as 
occafion required, and the empty fpaces were filled up by new 
weapons ot every denomination. To all thefe houfes were 
annexed cxtcnfive gardens, laid out with gr^at tafte and 
in each of fhefe whjj a large piece of 
wholly occupied by medicinal plants, nnd herbs, for j 

all kinds of wounds, pains, and infirmities, in theJcqowIedgc 
of which confifted the whole Ikill of the Mexmn phyh- 
cians. It would be endlefs to^deferibe all the pubfit buili^- 
fngs of this great city, and infiitutions of rhe magrSificent 
MoUzuma: but'^thcrc is one which we muft not omk, on 
account of its whimfical nature. This was called x\i^kotiJe 
c/firroWf to which the emperor retired upon any publitii^or 
private misforciine, that required external figns of grief arid 
mourning. There was a horror in the very appearance of 

the 



lir Ikdl^sg'i tite.«nils« an4 oi^^tmenfs^ we^e a} 
%l3id&^ and Tight was admitted only through flaTfow:^ct)inks 
(, jaft fiifficknt to difcove^ the gloaminefs of the place. Here 
MiMumm ufed to fpena his time in folitude during tBf pe- 
riod of mourning. he Mexicans alledged (thay^he con- 
veried with the godif; and the Spanijh writerd, ffe Afs cre- 
dulous and fuperflitirjs, fufpeft that all his intercolW^muft 
have been with the<(Svii, who delights in darknefs. f 
In the country Motezuma likewife had a great number of 
he fometimes partook of field -diverfions^ and 
‘Tshiefly of hunting, in which he extremely delighted. He 
frequently went with tke nobility to a large and pleafant 
park, fenced round with a fine canal, where they brought 
l<he game of the neighbouring mountains, among which gene- 
r rally came feveral lions and tygers, which the Mexican hun- 
ters fought with great courage and add refs. MoUzs^ia w^uld 
fometimes engage himfelf in this diverfion, and let fly a dart 
' or a javelin; but this he always did with referve, not for 

want of courage, but becaufe he was of opinion, that only 
the dangers of war became the grandeur of a monarch. 
Gra>^deur Agreeablf. to the external magnificence that appeared 
^Motc- round the coift t of Motezumay was his private ceconomy, 
zuinaV ^where all was fplendid, ceremonious, and great. When 
frigate this princp afeended the throne, he augmented the number, 
arconomy, quality, and brilliancy of his court, into w^hich none were 
admitted but nobility of the firft diftinftion. He excluded 
the common people, againft the advice of his council, be- 
caufe it was a maxim with him^^that princes ought to govern 
at a diftance thofe '^ho eithc^r Tiad no fenfe of an obligation, 
or were unable to.^xprefs thei; gratitude by proper returns. 
The nobility were even employed to protefl the royal per- 
fon, Mofezuma^s body-guards being comp^bfed of two hun- 
dred young gentlemen of the tirft quality in the empire, the 
out-{)ofts only round the palace being defended by the com- 
mon foldiers.'' '^I^herc was indeed a principle r^^oHcy, as 
well as pride, in th^’^.inftihition ; for it inured the to 

( the ufe of arrCs, to fatigue, andd'-ufinefs, and alfo kcpf*tiicmi 

in dependej^'ce on the fovereign. With refpeit to the cftipc- 
ror’s wo^^n, they were without number ; though two only 
bore thr^title of queenS;, whe were lodged in feprrate apart- 
ments/ and attended with the utmoft magnjficence# Every 
wom|n of extraordinary beauty in the empire was fent to 
cour/ a facrifice 'to Matezum&'^s luft ; many of them being 
, forced from their parents or hufbands, by the mmifters and 
farmers of the revenue, who regarded the maintenance of 
the monarch as a point of importance to the grandeur of the 

ftate. 
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foficate. When thrfe miftrefles were dhcarded by the fatkted 
Fprince,. they generally found hulbands among the nobility^ 
on account of their wealth or beau|y ; for they never failed • 
^to accumulate large fums while they bafked in the royal fa- 
vour : nor did their reputation at fuffer by the favours 
grantei- tf** Motexuma \ on tlje contrary,', it was deemed an ho- 
nour/to* nave been thought worthy of ^is bed. While the 
coriCu;)ines* remained at court, they Utmoft de- 

corum, their condudl being fubjed: tolhe infpeftion of cer- 
tain grave matrons, who made their report to the eni1[?>bi 
jealoufy was a reigning paffion in the breaft of Motezuma^ 
which poifoned all his othtr enjoyiwents. 

When he gave audience, nothing could be more fo- 
Icmn, pompous, grave, and auftere, tlfan AlGiezuma's car- 
riage : for as to the reception given to Cortez^ it was fo ex- 
tra^rdinjiy as to excite the aftonifliment of the whole court.* 
He ate alone, and frequently .in public, bur always vidth the 
Hate and magnificence of a prince. His table was gene- 
rally covered with two hundicd di/Jies of the moft exqiiifite 
in their kinds that the empire could afford. Before he faC 
down, he run his eyes over.the whole, feledlcd a few the 
inoft agreeable to his palate, and oidered tht reft to be dif- 
tributed among the nobility in wailing. Nor w^as all thii 
daily profufion any more than a fmall part of tl^e expences 
of his houfhold; for he kept tables fumptuoufiy ferfed for all 
the oiScers and fervants of the court, and even for thofe who • 
reforted thither, either upon bufinefs or pleafure. Every 
thing was fent up to the emperor's own table in gold, cu- 
rious ihclls, or fome other valuable ma^’iials, enriched with 
jewels 5 and the attendants^vere confl^itly fupplying him 
with different forts of hquors, fome finely perfumed, fome 
mixed with faluSferous herbs, and many impregnated with 
certain medicines that \\crc regarded as reffoiatives or pro- 
vocatives. After dinner he drank chocolate, and fmpaked 
tobacco prj»;f'jmcd with liquid amber. Durin# meals a band 
of attended, which no fooner er*afcd tlfJin the empe- 

' ^fbV YiifFered himftlf to he flwterfained with the jokers, or the 
tricfks'and frolics of a number of buffoons and dv\^irrs, kepc 
for that purpofe about his peribii. He was forf l of t^efe 
^vretchesjk he laid, only bccaufe he could difcover'Vnth un- 
der their pleajantiy; whereas iheie was no pci etrating 
through the mafkof hypoenfy wore by thorouph-paced cour- 
tiers. Amldft this infli umerftal mufiv^were finyers, who, in 
akind of recitativo and siufical cadence, c ha nit^d the exploits 
of their aiiccftors, and the memorable a<liions of their kings, 
which were tranfmltted to |X)lterity, teaching the rilmg 
Mod. Hist. VoL. XXXVIII, ^ M gene- 
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generation to prevent the atchievcments of the nation fromf 
Jinking into oWivion, by thofc elucidations of the , hiftori-l 
, cal pidtures, and the hie^glyphical Mexican annals. Dancet 
were frequently performed beforejthe emperor, and hefpme-' 
times condefeended yo join in the diverfion, for the greater 
entAtainment of thZ Spaniards. Among th'efe datices the 
moft extraordinary ws a kind of mafquerade, called ^;7ci/fr, 
compofed of a mult|tude, in which all degreed mi«d in- 
difcriminately in a fort of gorgeous difguife. The emperor 
honoured it fometimes with his prefence ; and as all drank 
“T^reely, the diverfion ended in a general intoxication, or fomc 
more extravagant frolio In a word, every day produced 
„ fome new diverfion or public exhibition, fupported at the 
t emperor’s expenceji probably to engage the attention of the 
t people from too curious a Icrutiny into his condudl, or to 
, ballance their lofs of liberty by a perpetual round of di/Tpa- 

tion. 

H!s reve- It readily be imagined, that the royal treafures muft 

mues, have been immenfe, to maintain fo much pomp and magni- 
ficence, at the fame time that prodigious armies were kept 
conftantly in the field. In fad, they were inexhauftible. 
Incredible funw were drawn from the mines o£ gold and Cl- 
ever, the falt-works, and other rights eftabliflicd in the crown 
from time immemorial : but a ftill larger revenue arofe from 
the contKfmtions of the fubjedls, exorbitantly increafed fince 
the acceflion of Mota,uma. In this vaft and populous em- 
* pire, there was not a hufbandman but was obliged to pay a 
third of the produce of his lands and itock" to the king. 
Artifts were taxed m the faifi'e'proportion, and the poor were 
obliged to work c(/tain days fv the court without fee or re- 
ward. AH taxes were levied with the utmoft rigour; nor 
was it without reafon that the peopld’clanfoured againft the 
* tyranny of the adminiftration, of which Motezimia was not 
ignorant, though he artfully difguifed it in a fpecch made to 
Cortez, Evefcy town irt the vicinity of the capital furnifhed 
men for the king’s works, provided fuel for tfi3*;.qyaJ pa- 
lace, or cont/ibuted otherwife towards the fupport bf-inic 
court ; v^hence it was that Motezuma was enabled to caam- 
plete fomc' ftupendous buildings, aqueduds, and other pub- 
lic and /nagnificent pieces of architedure, at a very flight 
expenc|( to the treafury. The tribute of the nobility con- 
fifted hn guarding and attending the empferor’s perfon, or 
ferving in his armies ^ith, a certain number of their vaflals, 
maintained at their own expence, o): the expcnce of the ene- 
my : yet were they continually making him prefents, which 
he received not as prefents, but regarded as rights due to his 
4 crown. 
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SffoWn, dignity, and the anxieties and troubles attending 
izlyalty. 

r ^ As we fliall have occafion elfewheft? to treat of the civil ////rm/ 
goveri^ment of Mexico^ it will be fuiEcient to obferve in 
place, that MoU%uma gave the utmoft attention to the d«e^^O'^^* 
adminiffration ofjaftice among his fubje£|s, notwithftanding**'^''^^^^^* 
he thought himfelf privileged to tyrann',^e over the whole 
empire. Murder, theft, adultery, and aV crimes committed 
with refpect to each other, where the crown had no concern, 
were puniflied with death ; if they at all afFeAed royalty, • 
deeper infamy, and the moft excruciating torments, were 
annexed to the capital punilhment. * Corruption in minl- 
fters, or perfons in any public truft, was ^alfo capital ; and 
this cuftom Motezuma obferved with the ftriefeft rigour. 

Even the ofFrringa bribe was thought worthy of death, and 
the corrupter and corrupted placed upon a level j a feverity 
which deferves imitation in more civilized ftates, and under * 
more limited monarchies. One of the moft laudable articles 
of the policy of Motezuma^ confifted in the care taken of 
the education of children, for which purpofe he founded pub- 
lick fchools for the inftruftion of the vulgar, ^nd colleges 
or feminaries, with more cxtcnfive piivileycs, for the children 
of the nobility. Here they were taught the impcif.^A know- * 
ledge of the Mexicans ; the figns and charadlcff, a? well as 
the tradition in which tlieir hiftory was contained ; the prin- 
ciples of the Mexican religion and morality; a genend idea 
of the laws and conftifution ; and, laftly, the feveral pro- 
feflions which they were tO'frbow in life. There were 
abb colleges for the education of women V but as all thefe 
were not founded by Mstezuma^ the fubject may bereferved 
to its proper article^ jVktczunia inftituted honorary rewards 
for merit, whether in a civil or military capacity ; and the * 
generous ardour with which the people afpired .it thefe ho- 
nours, is the beft proof of the utility of the inftitmion. SBch 
was the erTpire, fuch the monar<:h, and fuch jhc people, 
with a handful of Spaniards^ propofed con- 
quering. . We (hall foon havT occafion to fee that this daring 
projetft was founded upon reafon, fince he found ifieans to 
eftablifh fuch an influence, that he obliged the great Mote^ 
zdrna to furffender his liberty in the heart of his capita", and 
fubmit his feet to betters, while furrounded with troops, and 
guarded by all the nobility in lys empire. ^Wich icfpecl to 
the generofity and jufticc of this tranfadflon we would chufc 
to be filent ; examine thc*moft glorious conquefts, and va- 
liant exploits recorded in hiftory, by the teft of religion and 
morality, and they will be found to confift of a ferics of the 
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mod cruel opprcSions, bloody carnages, (hocking barbati<le#i j 
o and trcfpalTes on the l^»,ws of God, cf nature, and of naXl 
tions. ' » 


Hn kind- AdOTEZVAlJf made an artful difplaj^ of all his pom^ and 
7i:fs io gra^ndcur to the Spaniards ; either to engage them as friends, 
Spa- or deter them fioni hoftile attempts ; or, perhaps, out of a 
niardi, principle of hofpitarty, and real refpedt for ftra4igers, -whofe 
valour he could not out admire* He weirt to all public en- 
tertainments, attended by Cortez and the Spant/h captains, 
y' '*'\vhom he treated with the moft polite familiarity. They 
were admitted on all ofcafions to his palace, without form 
or ceremony, while he only retained the relcrvc of a fove- 
reign to his own f?:bje(Ss. Fie was daily diflributing prcfent» 
among the officers and IblJiers, wdth jufl diftinbtion and 
difeernment of merit ; and iys example obliged the nobility 
to treat the Grangers with a refpebl boidcring on uibmiffion 
' and fervility ; for courtiers always puffi to excefs every imi- 

tation of the qualities of the fovereign : a; for the vulgar, 
they beheld the Spaniards as gods, and K nt their knees to 
the meamllof thefoidiers; who would have grown infolent 
by their impovtance, but that Cortez checked every emotion 
of pride, and tendency to tyranny. In this happy manner 
did they gafs away the time, when advices arrived from Ceta 
Cruz^ tkat w^rought an entire change in the face of aSairs, 
reduced Cortez to extreme perplexity, and fiiggcfted to him 
the neceffity of executing the moft daring cntcipri/e that ever 
entered into the head of mortal. I'wo fAdiidans foldicrs, 
difguifed in the habits of Mcmansy found means to reach the 
capital, through jDye-ways, brought this intelligence, by 
a letter fre^m the colony. 

Litcl/l- Since the departure of Cortez^ Xhe fcttL-mcnt at Vera Cruz 
gcncefrcm met with no accident to diftuib their repofc, until one of 
VeraCruz M^tpezima^s generals arrived with an army in the country^ 
alters the pillaged fo:i^«e towns, and attacked fevcral caziques, who 
face of uf- VkQXt in alliance with the Spariardsy and on ‘This occafion 
fairs. claimed their protection. It iSiJrue, they had relied 

upon tl\e friendfnip and valour of the Spaniardsy thai; they 
refufed paying the ufual taxes, or the fubmiffion required by 
JldoiezftTia ; and had, in faft, thrown oft* all pbedience to 
that monarch. The Mcrdcan general, ^uedpopocay had come 
with an army to the affiftance of the coIlcCiors of the tribute 
and taxes, and conynitted foveral violences in confequence 
of the obftinate refufal of the inhabitants. The country of 
the Tontoneques vthoWy l^ii in afhes, and they were the 
firft who laid their grievances before yuan EfcalanUy gover- 
nor of Vera CruZj and befought him with fo much earneft- 
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v^^cfs to take arms in their defence, that he fent meflengers, in * 
) % iendly manne r, to the Mexican genera!, requeuing him 
I ™ fufpend his hoftilities until he received frcfli advices from- 
' the emperor ; hnee it was not pofIibl#that he fliould autho* 
nfeinynries to the a'iies of a monarch, whofe ambaHadors he 
received in fo friendly a manner at his court. I'o thismcfrjgc 
the Mexican relumed an infolcnt anfwer, as the Sp:vrjh 
writer report^ : ‘‘ Saying, that he was a^le to compreliend 
and execute thevirders of his prince and that he like- 
wife knew how to defend in the field what he had under- 
‘‘ taken:” which Ef^^lavte interpreted into a challenge,, 
that could not be refuk-d, without prejudice to his reputation 
^ in the opinion of !iis Indian allies, ^herefoie ad'einbhng a 
body of 2000 TcUnt^qurs^ of the hilly country, fifty SpaJila: d', 
and two pieces of cannon, he fet out witfi intention of fall- 
inr t^K)n the main body of the r.rmy, of^the difpo- 

filion of n he had intc-Iligr^Tici*. He came up with the 
enemy, defeated .’fiera bloody adion, in wh;ch 

the Tr.f:n:>rusj rjiibrhaved, but received a wound, which 
he ciicfl. Seven £pn*ii>l) foUiets were alfo killed in this ac- 
tion, and one WMscaii ied <> 1 * by i\\q Mexhn^::^^ liavinrr cngn^( ri 
Jiiinfcii' beyond the pofiibibty bring relieved ; which 
proved an irreparable lofs to the garrir.n, antTqjore tlian a 
coinpenfition for the viflory. Aie’.aiion of thi'^Wiblr, v. ith • 
all its circuintUnccs, was now rranfmiitcd b}- 4 hc ooencii nc 
Fera C: az to C?rrcz ; and he immediately communicate 1 it to 
jiis ofEcetS dcfiring t’ieir advit^e in wh it mannrr lie fhould 
adi; in fo delicat.' a cnrijun£turc, and enjoining that i: (houlj 
be kept a profound fi^cret, ‘r might trauTpire americ ih- 
foldicrs, and produce bad conkqucnces. ‘ciom the wiiok* of 
the account given bv the Sfudjh w'ritcrr, i: ib pi jin, tiuu 
they arc deter mingJ, at^'di cv.nts, to vindicate . of the 
imputation of ingratitude, and a violation of tlu i/ghtsof , 
hol’piiality ; liowt vci, as they are the only authorities, we 
muif adhere to their relation. • 

JJe FORE the council of oftccrs^arr.e to any uetermiurrion, 
th.egener.il fe-.t pi ivatciv tor fome of the niofi Tenidde and 
faithful I), ilu'is In his army,^and quedioned them, Whe- 
‘‘ thcr they had obfcrvcd anv fufpiclous circunvdanc^r i:i the 
conduct c»r the Mexicans To which their anfw. r 
tnat the vuT^ar w^re entirely irrftneifed in the entvrtamrncnts 
given by the emptror ; but that the robility fecincJ prnhve 
and myflerious : and that they, had overheard fonu* expiek:- 
ons which would admit of a linhler intf:rprctntion ; iu-cli ai, 
the polTibility of breakiny*down tne bridges of the caulhway, ^ 
with ethers to the fame dte^f. T'hty alkdocd it l*ad 
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twen likcwifc whifpcred, that the head of a Spaniard 
brought privately in a prefeot to Moiezu7nay which he 
e ccived with aftonilhmyit, on account of its fize, and thSy 
fairnefs of the afpcct, Itrength of the features^ and roughnefr^ 
of the beard ; maiks which agreed with Juan cY jdguilfo^ the 
foRlicr w'ho had been carried off prifoncr in the battle with 
^alpQpoca ; whence it was inferred, that every thing muft 
have been tranfafl^ by the emperor’s order. • Indeed the 
Tlafcalan nobility affirmed, that, without’exprefs commands 
{torn the court, the Indian general would never have pre- 
fumed upon commencing hoftilitics with the Spaniards^ at a 
lime when they were fo highly favoured by the monaich (A ) 
When the officers aflembled in council came to give their 
opinions, there vns no agreement among them : tome ad- 
vifing, that a paflport from Motezuma (hould be folicited ; 
others declaring this would hfe a refieftion upon the cl^arac- 
ter of the Spaniards^ and an acknowledgement of Aeir weak- 
rsefs ; a third party thought, that as the relief of the colony 
w^as eficntially neceffary, it would be beft to march off pri- 
vately With all the riches they had acquired ; and a fourth 
gave it as their fentiment«, that the only honourable means 
of fafety vvoiild be to remaiit in Mexico^ until fome means of 
t a retreat SHuld be contrived, without Teeming to have any 
knowledge of what was tranladcd at Vera Cruz. All appear- 
ed conndent^hat Motczunia privy to ^lalp lipocd* $ con» 

, duft; which, how'ever, is by no means evident from 
circumftancesi that general being very naturally Jed into 
hofiilities with the Spaniardsy in confequenc6 of their taking 
upon them to proy 3 tt fubjeCiT'of the empiri!, whom he con- 
fidered as rcbels.r None offthcTe propolitions fell in with 
the opinion of Cortez who, after commending the Zealand 
freedom of the captains, objected fifft to'^lhe pafTport as un- 
worthy of foldiers who had opened a way, by dint of arms, 
to ^the capital of the empire. The notion of retreating 
piivately wc^uld prove equally injurious to their honour, upon 
which depended their gfeateft fecurity ; the moment they 

(A) It; is reported that Cortez^ excited his curiofity ; he^mnie- 
rinriinating the whole night up- diately got workmen to break 
cfn his fituaticn, and endeavour- it open, and then, after having 
ing to devife fonic remedy, viewed the treafure, ordered the 
wandered about the: palace loft breach to be repaired, without 
in thought, and IJumbled upofv taking any thing away. Herrera, 
a place where Motehuma had dec. ii, De Salts, lib. iii, cap. 
concealed the treafures of his xvhi. 
fiither, A door plarflcred up 
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|fank in the cflccm of the Indians^ from that moment they 
^§might date their ruin ; fmcc it would be impciSbIe to think 
oppofing, by mere force, fuch a multitude of people. The 
^moment their flight would be knov^i, it would be eafy for • 
the emperor to give notice, by fcouts, to the armies on the 
frontiers to intercept tliem, while himfelf ruflied like a^tor- 
rent, from the capital, on their rear. They would find 
themfclves befet and hemmed in upon every fide, without 
one foot of ground on which they cojld tread with fecu- 
rity. He therefore joined in opinion with thofe who Were 
for remaining in their prefent fituation, but differed with rew- 
fpc£t to the manner. Some great adion, be faid, muft be 
JpWformed ; and it would be abfolufely neceffary to excite the 
aftonifliment of the Mtxlcansy in order to recover their eftc’em 
and veneration, funk by the late unfortifnate accident. The 
onl^ probable means that occurred to him was, to feize upon 
the* perfen of Moteznvia^ arid carry him prifoner to the 
Spanijh quarters ; a refolution which muft ftrike terror, and^ 
though apparently l»y no means impoffible to be exe- 
cuted. This point he laboured with fo much zeal, that a 
majority went over to his opinion, all acquiefeed, and the 
fpiiitcd refolution was immediately taken, the conduft of the 
whole being referved to Coricz, Norhing could appear more 
defperate, than for a handful of men to attempt imprifoning 
a powerful monarch in the heart of his own^japifal, and in 
his own palace, furronnded by multitudes of guafds. The ^ 
fad would be really incrcJibie, were it not vouched by in-« 
deniable tcftiwionies, and confirmed bycircumftances ; and the 
SpanlarJsy who fpcak of C'^fez as the mirrour of juftice, 
would probably have fupprtdleJ this adion, becaufc it dc- 
trads as much from his gia^itude, as if adds to his valour, 
had they not beqp at ‘4 fofs otherwife to account for the re- 
volution which it wrought. Be this as it may, certain we, 
are, that, in a military view, hiftory cannot inftance an ac- 
tion more bold, more feafonable, more judiejpufly planned, 
nor more fuccefsfully executed.^ 

The hour when it was ufual for the SpaniJh captains to Cortez • 
pay.their compliments to iTTe emperor, was chofen for the ex- fei^a upon 
ecution of this great projed, that no alarm might* be given Motezu- 
by an unfeafonable vifit. All the Spaniards were ordiycd ma, and 
under arrfls in their quarters, "and to hold themfelves in rea- carries 
dinefs wlthouttfioife or difturbance, until they received fur- him to tbi 
ther inftrudions. The avepues to the palace were fecured Spanifli 
f byfmall panics .of foldiers, dropl in proper places as if by 
accident \ and Cortez^ Attended by his captains, and followed 
by thirty choien foldiers, fauntering at fotne diftance, as if 

M for 
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'ftrf curiofity, advanced to the palace, where they were imf' 
iwediately admitted, their arms giving no fufpicion, it bein® 
always cuftomary with them to come in this manner int^ 
the royal prefencc. A fitezuinu came out in his ufual mann'ecr 
to meet them, and all took tht-ir feats, his fervants afways 
having orders to retire. Upon this Cortez began his com- 
plaint, iclatina, in the ftrongeft manner, every circumftance 
of the conducl of general ^alpopoca^ the death of feveral 
Spaniards^ and the excufe made to the colony, that every 
thing had been tranfaded by orders from the emperor ; which 
he, neverthelefs, pretended to dilbclieve : concluding, that 
he owed too mnch refpe£l for his royal perfon to credit any^ 
thing fo unworthy of h?s majefty, as to be countenatidirvg- 
ftrangeis at his court, whi'c he was endeavouring to deftroy 
them in his provinces. 

It is reported, that lAotczuma changed colour at this 
recital, which the SpaytiarJs conftrued into a prefof of his 
guilt. He WMS under the greateft perplexity, until Cortez 
relieved his confufion, by alluring him of his full conviction, 
that he could have no fliare in the cruel de<ith of them whom 
he fo highly honoured with his favour, notwithftanding the 
declaration of his general and officers, who pleaded his order 
as the oidy apology they could make. But he faid that it 
^W’Ould be neccuary to give feme extraordinaiy proof of his 
regard, a^d of the (alhty of the generars chaigc, in order 
to cffaceShc irnpreffion of fuch a calumny ; and that there- 
fore he was come to entreat him to go immedi.itciy to the 
Spanijh c\[X'dnQ\s,, without none or diiturbance, as if by his 
own free choice, with a reiomtion not to (Hr from thence 
until it fliould be jfiade apparent that he was no ways con- 
cerned in fo perfidious an aaron. By this generous confi- 
dence, he would not only appeafe thaijuft indignation of the 
, great monarch, whofe fervaius the Spanldvds were, but re- 
ftore the luftre of his own honour, which at prefent was 
tarnished byjhe baneful breath of malignity. He gave his 
as a gentleman, a foldier, and the minifter of the 
greateft monarch in the univerfe, that he fhould be treated 
^mong the Spaniards, with all The icfpcdl due to his^soyal 
dignity ; 'fmcc they only defired to be furc of his good-will, 
tOt have it in their powder to hear and obey him with the 
greater veneration, Perceivihg that Motezuma was filenr, 
as if he remained in aftonifhment at the ^boldnefs of the 
propofal, Cortez added, by WAy of palliating the overture, 
that the quarters whifrb his imperial majefty had been pleafeii', 
to affij;n to the Spaniards, was a royal palace, w'herc he fomc- ’ 
times palled a few days \ and that it^ therefore, could not 
. appear I 
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|tppf9r Grange he fhould change his refidencc, f6 csfctilpafil 
Phimrelf in an affair that was, properfy fpeakinj, the com- 
plaint of one monarch againft another. If it ftould appear 
^to be the fault of his general, it mfe;ht be redrefled by a pro- • 
p.T Vorrc<5lion, without pufhing things to thofe violences, 
which generally attend the dccifions of quarrels betji'cen 
fovereigns. 

iMPATinKT at this dlfcourfe, to which his cars had been 
little accolfomcd^ MjliTLUitia^ at laft, broke out with vehe- 
mence, ‘‘ T'hat princes of his rank could not fubmit to de- 

liver ihemfclvcs up to impiifonmcnt ; nor would his fiili- 
^ j ecSts permit it, fhould he forget his own dignity fo far as 
3*^0 ftoop to fo mean a compliance */’ a fpeech that obliged 
Cortc% to djiivcr himfclf with more hrmneA. He therefore 
replied, that, provided his najtfty went* willingly, without 
objjging the Spnrd^.rrls to forget the rcfpefl: they owed to his 
perfon dtid dignity, he valued not the oppofition of his fub- 
je£ts, againft whom he could emplov a fufficient force, with-* 
out breach of their mutual amity. This led to a kind of al- 
tercation, in the coiuie of •'which AloUxuma made feveral 
other propofds, which he lioped would anfw'cr the fame in- 
tention, without either derogating fiom bis dignity, or en- 
dangering his liberty. y\mfmg others, heofiTered to fend for ^ 
^ulpipcca and hiscdficcrs, to be furrenJered to the Spamardf^ 
and puniflied as they thonoht proper; and to fu?rendcr two 
of his Tons as ltoftag«*s to the Epnmnrd^y for tl:e*execiitioa 
of his promife : bat i^'.rtcz hj.d now gone too far to recede* 
with ft.k*ty, and therefoic rejected ail thqfe expeJirnts. The 
difpjtcwas prclonged fo far, that the captain?, who attend- 


ed CorteZy fuipecting the dan 2 ci that rni^ht aiife from dela 3 s 
grew impatient, and "jita.i i'^claq^icz erica out in a tranfport, 
“ Let ns Ic ave^cfi’ parlylng, and either feize or kill him 
of which MeUzuma dtftrinr to know the meaning from 
the inter preter, Donna Mariruy who always difeharged this 
office, told him with adminib c prefcnce of a^if fhe 

defirednot to be ovcr-hca:d b)>the Spaniards'. Yourma- 
jefty is in great dange^ by not coniplving with the in- 
icances of thofe people, who arc equally refeiute and 
“ powerful. I am your own loyal flavc ; my thoughts are 
‘‘ always employed to do you fervice, and ] am likewifcipnc 
of ihcir con'idents, well Scqu.iintcd with their moft fe- 
cret intcnti6ns. If you go with them, you will be treat- 
^•cd with all the refpert ciue jo lo g»eat a prince ; but if 
you refift longer, the confeqiiencef may be fatal.” This 
well-timed fpeech, delivered wmh an air of finccrity andfoli^ 
citude about his w'elfare, w^rcui^ht the eft’ed^, and d.termin- 
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Motezuma to comply. He prefently called for his fexvantiJ 
and ordering his chair and equipage to be got ready, be tolJ 
his minifters, that, for certain reafons of ftate, he had re- 
* folved to fpend fome dtys with the Spaniards. He defired^ 
they would publifh to all his fubjeds, that he went vclun* 
tarily, and for the intereft of the crown, and the advantage 
of the nation in general. At the fame time he ordered one 
of the captains of his guards to bring ^alpopoca^ and his 
principal officers, prifoners to Mexico ; givipg him for his au- 
thority the royal figiiet, which he always carried tied to his 
right arm : all which orders were explained by Marina to 
the Spaniards^ to prevent their taking umbrage, or conceiving 
any fufpicion at hearing Uic emperor talk to his people. h\,£ 
companied by his ufual attendants, MoUzuma quitted his 
palace ; the Spaniards marching on foot, clofe by his chair, 
for the greater fecurity, but under pretence of doing him 
honour. The report inftantfy fpread, thzt Mot e%sima\f 2 ^s 
carried ofF by the ftrangers ; the ftreets were immediately 
crouded, every face appeared full of admiration and aftonifti- 
ment, but no attempts were made to refeue him ; though 
fome bewailed his condition with teais, others made loud 
outcries, and multitudes flung themfclvcs on the ground in 
i defpair. appeafed the tumult, by telling the peo- 

ple, with an air of gaiety, that he was going to divert him- 
felf, a fc\\ dajjs, with his friends the ftrangers ; and when 
he was awived at the Spanijh quarters, he gave orders to his 
^ guards to difperfe the mob, and publilhed, that every riot, 
tumult, or diiiurbancc, fhould be puniflicd with immediate 
death (B). 

^he errpe» When Motezuma arrived in the quarters, he fix - 

ror is ie- ed upon his own apfrtrnents, wlfich were immediately furnifli- 
cnnciUd to by his own fervants with the beft ijioveables ; and Cortez 
his conjine^ placed a guard of Spaniards at the diflcrent*pafics leading to 
ment, -jbe palace, and doubled the centinels round the quarters, to 
prevc^it being furprifed by any attempts to refeue the mo- 
narch. OrdAs were ifllied to the foldicrs, to admit all the 
gentlemen oi* Motezutna* ^ retinue, and alfo the nobility and 
minifters, juft in the fame manned as if he were under no^rc- 
ftraint ; c^nly with this caution, that a certain number at a 
time fhould only be allowed, under pretence of keeping the 
* • • 

relates, that, before circumftarcc, «6 it might pqfli- 
Corti% entered upon the fubjefl ^bly appear an additIo.jal ckzr^e 
of this viOt, Motezuhta kad Of- cf ingratitude, injaflicey and 
fered him his own daughter in violeifce. 
marriage ; but dc 6W//omits this 
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monarch 
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; monadch from being crouded. Cortez iefirtd leave' to vUit " 
f him the fame evening, with as much ceremony as before j 
and a fimilar refpeft was fhewn him by all the Spauijh officers 
^ andfoldiers ; by which means Moth:,vjna refumed his wonted* 
ch^rfulnefs, diftributed prefents among the Spainardsy and 
carefled them with the fame cordiality, as if they had done 
him no injury : a ftrong inftance either of his magnanfmity, 
or of his hypocrify. In a few days he became fo perfeflly 
reconciled to hii fituation, that be feemed to have no incli- 
nation to change his condition, and his retirement came to 
be confidered as the effects of a whimfica! dirpofttion. Al- 
though fome of the courtiers difcovered ihat he was aftuafly 
Jtfnder confinement ; yet they wfre fo thunder-ftruck with 
the intrepidity of the Spaniards^ and the incredible boldnefe 
of the meafurc, that all refolution was^roke, and they con- 
tented themlelves with pitying what they believed would 
amnit erf no remedy. As to*the affairs of government, they • 
went on in the iifual tiain. MoUzimia difeharged all the 
funftions of a fovereign in his prifon, as if he were actually in • 
his palace ; gave audience at the accuftomed hour ,* heard the 
advice and reprefentations of his minifters, and applied him- 
felf to all bufinefs, civil and military ; in order to perfuade 
the people, that his refidcnce in the S^^wr/^^juarters was en- % 
tirely the refult of hts own inclination, and a defirc to enj^y 
more uninterruptedly the company of mcn^wham he highly 
efteemed. All the hours that he was difengageM from bufi- 
nefs, he palled with the Spaniards^ and ufed to declare, thaf 
he was not4iimfclf without them. Every one fludied to 
pleafe him, and this he perceived with extreme fatisfaction. 

In the evening, he ufed to play with Cortez at a game called 
Tololoque^ or little gold baits, with whfch they endeavoured, 
at a certain dilbnce^ fo Itrike down pins of the fame metal. 

They played for jewels, and other curiofities; Motozuma 
diftribucing his winnings among the inferior officers of 
the Spawjh troops, and Cortez doing the fame with Uis gains 
to the emperor’s retinue. ^ * 

In the midft of this feene of amity, th^ officer fent fox He ^eets 
^alpopoca returned with*Tiis prifoners, who were conduced 
into the emperor’s apartment. Motezuma mortijica- 

fent them to Cortez^ that he might inform himfelf 
^ truth, ^hd inflict fuch purfifhments as he imagined the de- 
linquents might deferve. In courfc of their examination, 
JU^ey-twwfefled the whole c^aree of their having violated the 
peace, provoked the Spamar^of Verb Cruz by hoflilities, 
and killed Jguillo, tlfbir prifoner, in cold blood, without 
any authority, for fuch proceedings, from the emperor.. 

However, 
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.However^ when they were afterwards urged to a more com? 
pleat difeovery by menaces, they affirmed that they had the < 
imperial orders ; an allegation which Cmcz treated as an 
*cvafioti and falfiry to apefiogife for themfclves. They wcrc^ 
accordingly adjudged by a court-martial of Spamfi) olTicew} to 
deferve death, and to be publickly burned before the royal 
palaci, as criminals, who had not only violated the facred 
laws of nations, but incurred the penalty of high treafon, 
by prefuming to involve their fovereign in the«r own gudt. 

This was a cruel and fevere fentence, di (Elated wholly by 
Pjplicy. If the Spamards believed, as wc arc certainly toKI, 
that the officers aSed by authority, th?y muft confefs them 
not culpable ; nor indeed do we fee the ncceflity of 
I'lgnally barbarous puniflimcnt, all the piirpofes of which 
might nave been anfwercd by more gentle chaftifement. In 
fail, ^ialpQpoca OT\\y performed what he had reafon to be- 
lieve was the duty of his office fbut his death was a^facriftce 
to Spanijh pride ; Cortez believing, he could not more ftrongly 
confirm hi? influence and power, than by thus infulting, m 
his own capital, a monarch who had loaded him with civi- 
lities. However, before he ventured upon executing the 
fentcncc parted on the Mexican officers, he determined upon 
a farther exertion of his power, in order the more thorough- 
ly to convince Motezuma of his dependence. To this pur- 
pofe another bqM ftroite was refolved on, in conrtquencc, 
probably, vif the facility with which the laft was accom- 
cpliflicd, and the refignation of tlie monarch under the lofs of 
liberty. Cortez now came into the emperor's prefence, at- 
tended by a foldicr, who carried openly in his hand a pair of 
fetters, which he ordered to be clapped on the feet of Mote- 
%uma% telling him,i that he had been accufed by his offi- 
cers as an accefi'ary to their crime \ und that it was nccef- 
fary he fliould expiate for the ftrong prefuniptions againft 
him, by fome perfonal mortification;” with which words 
he rctred, leaving the unhappy prince in aftate of the moft 
cruel defpondebey, defpair, and anxiety, whether his life 
was not to be the next facrifice. For a w hile MoUzuma re- 
mained in a ftatc of fiience and ifiienfibility ; but recover^g 
from his firft confufion, he refumed his ufual magnanimity, 
and determined to meet his fate v/ith the fortitude of a hero ; 
while his fervants bathed his feet wdth lhe:r tears, and there- 
by demonftrated, that the charafter of this great monarch 
has been inifreprefented by the. Spaniards in 
their own condudl. * t ' 

No time was lofl in the farther execution of Cortez’s dc- 
fign. His fituation wouWr.ow admitof no delay or befitation ; 
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Aiders were come to a crifis, and nolWng but tie . 

I^undaunted refolution could enforce fuccels. The crimi- 
jials were carried to the place apf*>inted, and the fentence 
wasditerally executed in prcfcncc of the whole city AUxi- lickulxy 
(a^ without the leaft noife, murmuring, orfliewof 
ance. The people were impreffed with terror, intermingled Cortea* 
with refpeiSt and admiration, wondering at the authority 
which thofe Itr^gers afliimofl, without daring, even in 
thought, to call their power in quefiion, as it was fandtified 
by the approbation of their fovcieign. Immediately after 
the execution, Coricz repaired to the royal apartment, anS 
,,4(thJre3ing Aioiezuma^Jiii'ti achcarfui countenance, told him^ 

‘‘ That the traitors who had prefumed to foil his charadier, 

‘‘ were now juflly punllhcd ; and that Ifis majefty had fuffi- 

ciently refuted calumny, by fubmitting to this fliort morti- ^ 

ffcatiow and intermifJion di liberty.” He then fell upon , 
hrs knees, and with his own hands took off the fetters, 
endeavouring by this cxccffive complaifance and refpcdt.rcV • 
wipe off all memory of the injury. MeUzuma received his 
liberty with atumulmous joy, which evinced how deeply the 
indignity of bondage had affefled him. He embraced C»?r- 
tez with tranfport> and feemed to forget in she pprfon of his \ 
deliverer, his moft dangerous enemy. When the attci^-* 
dants had withdrawn, Coricz gave the emgeroy to under- 
ftand, that he was at liberty to return, whenAepleafcd, 
to his own palace, the caufe of his detention being now re-^ 
moved; hut^ihis Aloiezuma declined, faying it would by no 
means be proper to leave tlie Spardjh quarters before Cortez 
departed the country, as his reputation would fuffer greatly, 
when it was known that hefhad receive*! his liberty from the 
hands of another ; a^thougiu which Cortez cook care epfug- 
geft, by means of Donna Aiarlna^ before he ventured to 
make the propofil. * 

Evhry thing was now contrived in fuch a mannej* as to 
perfuade the royal pnfojjer and his fubjedis, that he was 
jx:rfc£t liberty, and only a viflfor by inclinatton to the Spa* 
ni^rdi i and he returned tUPobligation with fuch affability and^^ 
liberality, as really cn^jaged the affections of tl\p 
Before this time the virtues of Aloteziuna lay concealed from conceii^s^ a 
^^his own^fubjedls. His generoiity, fuKciity, magnanift\ity,/nV/ 
and warmth friendflnp, were obfcurccl by the necelfary/n/^.^.^ 
of dignity, referve, and aufferhy ; perhaps misfor- A'* Cor- 
tune too ibftened his heart, or the acquaintance with a pco* 
pfe more civilized than his own, contributed to enlarge bis 
undeiftanding, and call forth the exertion o» really natural 
qualities. Ceruin it is, that the Sp::aiards themfclvc^ allow 

* no 
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no prince could behave in a more amiable manner^ or exhi-* 
bUftronger proofs of a noble mind, than Motezuma difplayed 
♦during the whole period if his confinement. After he had, 
by his behaviour, fully gained and merited the confidence of' 
CorUZy he one day afked his permiffion tp go fometimes to 
vifit flis temples, promifing, upon the word of a fovercign, 
faithfully to return to his prifon, for fo he ufed to call his con- 
finement jocularly, when only Spaniands \yerc in hearing- 
He told CorteZy that he now dcfired, for his own ronvenlen- 
cy, and for the fake of the Spaniards^ to fliew himfelf to his 
fubjcdls, who began to fufpe^ thai he was detained by force, 
as the caufc of his detentitjn was ceafed with the punifhment^ 
of ^mlpopoca^ left fome commotion might happen, if he did 
not fpeedily prevent K by this proof of his liberty. The ge- 
neral anfwercd, without hefitation,, that he w^as at pcifeft 
liberty to go when and wheffe he pleafed, and 4hat ‘nc 
aferibed his making as a requeft to him what he might com- 
mand, to the excefs of his goodnefs 5 but he accepted the 
promife which the emperor made of not changing his refi- 
dence, as if he were extremely folicitous to preferve the ho- 
nour and happinefs which he had in the converfation and fo- 
i cicty of his royai gueft. He likewife exafled another pro- 
n^he, that Motezurna would aboHfli the barbarous cuftom of 
human facri,ficcs^ at the altars of his gods; a promife which 
that priiicft* religioufly performed, prohibiting all human 
j^i£tinis, not only in the temples of Mexico^ but iu thole of 
the whole empire. „ 

Motezuma s firft excurfion was to the great temple, whi- 
ther he went with his iifual pomp, the people celebrating 
the fit ft appearance of' their monarch with loud acclamations. 
Every one ftemed now forgetful of tl^e injuries, cither real 
or imaginary, which they received from ine tyrant, and nothing 
appeared to thrir eyes but the bright fide of the royal charafler, 
the luffre of which became more confpicuous in aciverfity. 
He received thtir congratulations with an air of faiisfaflion 
and majefty, afiJ was partlcnf«rly profufe that day in the fa- 
vours beftowed on the nobles, the gifts diftributed 

among the , people. Having complied with the duties of liis 
religion, he returned to bis quarters, ieclaring to the Spa-- 
niards, ‘‘ That the fatisfa<£Hon», he had in reliding among 
them, made him equally defirous of rett/rning, as the 
“ difeharge of his promife.” From this time 
to go abroad when he plealVd, and often partook of publSr 
diverlion!'', always returning at nigh^ to his quarters; info- 
much that the Mexicans began aftually to regard his perfe- 
verance as the effect of* his love to the Spaniards. It was 
‘ now 
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CorUz whenever any favour was wanted from the empe- 
ror; and he was, in all refpeds, reg|rdcd as the chief coun- 
cilor, friend, minifter, and favourite of the. monarch. ^ 

But Cortez was not fo intoxicated with profperity, or Cortez, 
lulled with flattery, as to nejlciS: the immediate oijeS makes ne^ 
of the expedition, and the concerns of the colony at Vera improve^ 
Cruz* He had already recovered all the reputation which the 
Spaniards l(jft in tBc late unfortunate affair, by the condign 
puniflhment of the yWI?A7V^7« general, and principal oiScers con- Cruz, 
cerned in that affair ; but as no governor had been appointecT 
to fuccced Juan Efcalante^ the fcttlament remained without 
V head, which might be productive of difpute and faClion, 

To remedy every evil which might arifc from this ftatc of 
affairs, Cortez nominatedv captain Gonzalo de Sandoval^ go- 
verna)r of ^era Cruz ; but ^caaife he could not, in the prefent 
junflure, conveniently part with fo good an officer, he fuf- 
fered him to appoint Jhnfo de Grade for his lieutenant, to * 
adminifter juftice, and direCt the affairs of the colony in his 
abfence. Cortez is btlamed for entrufting a place of fuch 
importance, and the only retreat which he had in cafe of a 
failure in Mexico^ into the han^s of a perfon*whofe fidelity 
had reafon to fufpcCl, on account of his attachment to^ 

Vdaqticz ; but of this Grade had as yet given no^room for 
fufpicion Befidcs, ihdt Cortez might reafoflably# imagine 
honour and gratitude would, after fuch a mark of his ^ 
confidence, engage him more ftrongly to his intereft; he 
made ufe of fhe opportunity which thefe journeys to and 
from Vet a Cruz furnifhed, of bringing cordage and othsr ma- 
terials for the veffels which ha deligned building on th\lakc 
of Mexico^ in cafe of any rupture with the townfme\ or 
any further rcafonf fhoflld arife for fiifpeCling that they in- 
tended to break down the bridges. The manner in vvhicli * 
he brought this about, without giving fijfpicion to the epurt, 
or the emperor, that he was not thoroughly fetisfied about 
his fecurity, was artful and fagagfous, Jic firft^inflamed the 
curiofity of Motezuma,, by ,|iefcribing the Spaniflj fhipping, 
and thofe floating palace^ that moved with fuch v^Jocity on 
the water without oars^and when he’ found that the mo- 
narch was extremely ^firous ^of feeiiig fuch a novelty, fie 
gave him to underffand, that nothing was wanting to his 
graffication, befides a few neceflaries from Vera Cruz ; for 
th''r‘h^S*^orkmen in his aiTny capable# of building thefe 
/velTeis. The bait took xyith Moiezutnoy and he gave imme- He builds 
diate orders that all his people (hould aflift Cortez in what- vwo 
ever he (hould direCl concerning the fljipping. By thh/ehomhe 

» means, Me of 
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Mcxids ^ brigantines were gpt rcady> fuljl 

*wkkh Vv?- equipped, and MoUzuma was invited on boardJ| 

trmely ^^- to make the brft trial (4f their failing, of which he could 
U^ht the ™ Accordingly he embarkeJ for this pur^jof:'; 

m^r. ar»d gal^c orders for a great hunting upon the water, in order 
tha# all his people might be diveticd with the novelty 
prefented by the Spaniards. On the day appointed, the 
royal equipage was ready early in rhe morning, and the lake 
was covered with a multitude of boats iind car'oes loaded 
with people. The Adexuans had augmented the number of 
'their rowers on boatd the royal barges, \.'ith intention to dif* 
eracc the veflels,^ whicii they legarded as clumfy^ un- 

wieldy, and heavy *, but they were hH)n undeceived ; a frein 
gale ftarted iq-), t?ae brigantines hoilied fail, to the Utter 
tiltonUhfTient of all the ipedatorpj a/H f(;on left all the ca- 
noes behind, to the great trnKnpTn and fatisfadtioivof Mofe- 
vswna^ who gloried in the vido/y of the Spaniaids^ with the 
true politenefs of the moll civilized and accomplifhed prince. 
The novelty of this fpe£taclc produced its ordinary cfFcfls. 
The Indians were equally pleahd and aftonifliccl. Some 
admired the management of the rudder, ethers of the fails, 
believing that^ by their means^ the Spaniards commanded 
-the winds and the waters. I’hofe of more undcr/landing 
regarded the (hips as a beautiful invention, which flicwcd 
the genii^s and'good fenfc of the people ; and the vulgar fully 
perfuaded themfclvcs that the Spanhads mult be fomething 
fupernatural, thus to obtain dominion over the eJements- 
Upon the whole, we cannot fufTiciently applaud the forefight 
and p'^udence of Cortez^ who thus united his own fecurity, 
inteqflft, and reputation, with the enteitainment of the peo- 
plcj/and the fovereign, in whofe opinion he could not Itand 
too high to fuccced in his dcligns. 

Aiidrf/scf NoR was this the fing^e point which his addrefs obtained 
Coitez. Motezuma thVt contributed to the accomplifhment of 

his projects. '> He introduced the praifes of the catholic king 
fo favourably, and e*xrollcA*his power, grandeur, clemency, 
t and other qualities of the hcarv and goods of fortune, in fo 

judicious, a manner, that Motez^fria and his whole ^ourt 
eagcrl'y defired the propofed alliance, and an eftabliflied 
commerce between fhc two nation^ aswhatenauft prove 
mutually beneficial. ’ By way of converlation, and gratify- 
ing his curiofity, Coriiz alfo made fome of the moit imj lor- 
tant difeoveries j tor he had ff>*won the afi'eilions 6f thSeiii^ 
peror, that he concc^iled nothing from him. All fufpiciom 
touching his ambitious defigns were vanifhed, and he was 
ttow confidered as the friend and ally of Mmcc, By this . 

means | 


t 
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^ %e fS^ry ef A|ektll^i 

I tjJhMns he procured very circurtiftantia! ififonhaiton <tf tlie 
\ r^trength and extent of the empire ; of its divifions, fion^ 

' tiers, provinces, commodities, minell rivers, and other par-- 
tteviiirs j of the diftanccsof the fouth and north fcaa, their qua^ 
laics, roads, and harbours: and Cortez Teemed to have To 
little defien in thcTe inquiries^ that Mote%uma% to indulge 
his laudatfe curiofity, ordered his painteis, with the aflilt- 
ance of rrten (killed in the topography of Mexkoy to draw 
^ut all on a piece of cotton, in fuch a manner 

as to give anoT^c^epreTentation of every particular meriting 
regard* He even {Wmitted (ome Spamhrds to take a view* 
cf the lichcft mines in the empire, ^nd of all the ports and 
b^ys capable of reccivii^ (hipping ; believing, with a truly 
generous confidence, thX the lame perfoiis, whofe qualities 
had engaged his afFe6tion\ could never forfeit his efteem } 
and txhib^ting the ftrongef^roofs, that although his firft pso- 
feffions of regard for the Spa^q^ds proceeded from fear, they 
weic now the didlates of love, and the warmeft emotions of 
Inendftiip: 

Such were the happy circumftanccs of Cortez and hls^^rrrrtf/ 
people, when fupcrftition and enthufiafm, for we cannot call his 
it rational zeal, impelJed them to' meafures wlych had almoft 
the fruits of all their labour, and deftroyed the confi- 
dence gained' with fo much trouble. Nothing could be^ 
more piepoflcrous ilnn to attempt, at this jurflOurl^ a revo- 
lution in religion ; jet this, wc arc told upon unqueftion- 
^ble aBF^h^ty, was the rcfolution of the ^panxards\ for which • 
purpofe CoJitz (allied out one day at the head of a party to 
overthiow the idols, and convert the principal temple into a 
church. .Jht^nio de S In piet^^nds to call this fsft in qi^ion; 
but the only icaion he gives is its inconfikency with reft 
of CoTtiz\ po/icyf and^thc many other iimances of his ^od 
fenfc and lolid underftandmg j a methtjd of arguing that* 
would take from human adfions ihe.^reatefl: peculiarity, 
their contradiAion and inconfiftency. fCertaig it is ihtl th^l 
conjeftures of De Sciis ought yot to weigh ag^inft the uni- 
verfal teflimony of other jg;ifcrs * j eren ihofe who were 
cye-«.viint(les of the vert^adfs they relftte, and w'ho were ad 
much concerned to violate the lepiPtation of C^tez as his 
panegyrift^ This (iiilBen mcafure thKW the whole city i»to 
confufion, and MoUzuma into* the umoA perplexity. The 
took unarms in defence of thf ir gods, and the popu^ 

?fp6mfd their caufe. T<he r^fpeft tjjey entertained for 
' the Spamatds yielded to^their devotioif, and had 2 )Ot the idola 


^ Castillo, Gomara, Herrera, dec* ii. 1. vi. cap. u 
Mod. Hist. Vcl* XXXVIII. • N been 
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>|ieefl fufer^ to rcmaip in their places* the confequcnce tMtft/ 
have proved fatal to the reformers. Herrera relates that th^ 
\ difputc ended by a kin^of compromire, cfFcdcd through the > 
* v^uence of Motezuma ; by which no alteration was to be ma.^;: 
in the principal temple, but another inferior in point of vene- 
ration was given to the Spaniards^ to be turned into a chapel, 
or church, where they were allowed to perform'mafs pub- 
lickly. In a word, mutual toleration was the bafis of the ac- 
commodation. ^ 

A danvc- probably this, together with the chCdtnftances cf 

monarch’s re{l.aint, which gave^/rife to a confpi- 
rary dijeo- facy that was at this tinie difeovered, to drive the Spaniards 
•vend and out of Mexico^ and fet Motezuma a.* liberty; or if he ap- 
defeated. peared determined to fupport the flv/jngers, to bring about a 
revolution in the government, and placo another prince upon 
the impel iai throne. At the hJad of this con fpi racy ^was 
* • Camwnt'zin, nephew to the emp lror, an enterprifirig, fpirit- 

ed, patriotic youth, who grew quite impatient at feeing his 
uncle, his fovereign, and the whole empire, governed at 
pieafure by a ftranger, unfupported by power, and whofe foie 
influence was foun ieJ upon his owrf'addrefs,* the credulity 
of the monarch, and the pufillanimity of the people. The 
Spanijh writeis call him an incoiifideratc, het-headed 
^'young man, blinded by ambition; and feerp to treat -t: 
a crime what c^ertainly merits the highcll encomiums. He 
was not only a prince of the blood, but a fovereign of the 
n firft confideration, who held the kingdom of Te^r/i-'^ as a 
fief, if we may fo call it, oi the imperial vrSwn. Flis 
rank, dignity, high blood, and fpuit, gave him reafon to 
afpire^t the fii ft dignity in the empire, upbn.a future elec- 
tion and he thoifght he couliJ not better recommend him- 
felfrf^than by atteTipptino; an ent^rpn^e which muft prove 
.agreeable to the fdvereign and the fubjefls, although fear 
might at prefent reftr^ain the emotions of the heart, Ca/nt^ 
naiziic could, not forbear obferving that punilanimiry and 
meannefs of fpiric wij-h v.‘hich a whole pov/erful kingdom be- 
held their monarch jJt fubjc<i.rnn to the an\baflkdor of ano- 
' ther prince. Ke pair ted the coiljfucl of tlic Spaniards irr the 

blackeft and moft odk-us colours, barging them with hav- 
ing violently confined prince who vP>s^Jo:iding them with 
kindnellcs, and with laying the foundation of a*^3cfpotifm, 
the moft cruel and flavl^h of any, becaufe it was raifed upon 
ignorance, fupcrftition, and hypocrify. Thefc 
feized every opportunky of introducing before the caziques 
and nobility ; and when he found he^tiad fufScientlv prepared 
their minds, he held a focret council of aU his friends and 
I relations 



tisUiions at hia palace of Tezeuco^ af whkh were pre^t 
/ 'kings of Cayocan^ Iztapalapa^ Tacuba^ artd MduiAng^^ all of 
I ^them princes of the empire, and ^bjefts of MotezMfnd* 
^efe he harangued with fuch fpirit, elocution, and fcrvQUi^ 
^^orWriotifm, that the whole aflembly applauded his rcfolu- 
xlbn, and promifed their utmoil alTiftance, except the c%i^i- 
que of AMfacingOy who endeavoured to defeat his dellgns, by 
reprefentinmNthat it would be necclTary and incumbent upon 
^aint Motezuma with their intentions, and^ bejforc 
tf^^ey took al)yiua(^ent meafurcs, to have his permiilion. It 
^ would be dangerolhyhc faid, to the royfil'perfon to attack 
the palace where he^fided, without firft placing him in a 
place of fecurity, or atUeaft giving fiim fuch intimations as 
might enable him to lo\c to his own fafety j nor would it 
add to their reputation to Ve violence to ftrangers, who were 
under the protection of the\ fovercign, until they had given 
fomc*juft provocation, and ynibited Itronger prefumptions 
of their finiftcr intentions^ It was obvious to the whole af- 
‘^mlHy'tHiqithis caziqueTpoke from prejudice to Caminatzin^ 
whofc rivalne was in^prctenfions to the crown, and in glory. 
His opinion iherefbte unanimoully rgeCled; and Cami- 
natzin^oM\i\ not |cfrain from reflections injurious to his ho- 
rv Jnour, which the other bore patiently, the better to pur- 

of making a compleat difeovery both to • 
T%icz and As loon as he had furnifliA himfclf 

with all the infoimation, he fent advices to the Spamjh 
X^t^^jivAMQUzutna was going in queft of Cortez to commu- 
n^te his*1ni'U'Ui(jgence, when he found the genera! had anti- 
^ cipated his de^agih and was coming upon the fame errand to 
the roy.^ a^arimel^is. It was^fufficient to clear Mot^ 
l^from all fulpicion of his being an accelTarl, that he w; 
ready to communicate hi| firft advices^ an 
conduct fully juitified me integrity of his " 
fed great indignation agaiiilFflie^hole f; 
chattifmg them with the utmoft rigour ; 
fwered, that he was forty to hav^been 
difturhance among his vaflals^jmS for t] 
was obliged to take upon^3nrnfelf th 
therefore come to alk hi^ermiflion t( 
yvith his Spaniards xx^^j^ucoy to crul 
raty that might be attended with bad d 
eri^il inajefty, u»lefs fupprefled in pro^ 
e he faid, to feiz^ uf^n Cantinatzin before he 

lT/uld join his confederates, and thereby prWent the efFulion 
[af blood. 

N 2 MmniMA 
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il4D^Zt7^>/ admired the undaunted fpirit 0 f 
general s but he declined his propofol, faying, it Vtrould to/i 
,a diminution of his (cower and authority to ufc foreign j 
^Iffins in the chaftifetnent of his own fubjefts. He therefor?? 
delired that Csriez^ for his (ake, would diflcmble his puvate 
feArntment, and gave it as his final refolution, that every 
motion of the Spaniards would only ferve to esfereafe the 
hatred of the people to them, and occafion t)*ir infifting 
more obftinatcly upSon thSir removal froth the 
would, therefore/ be beft to affift him rritri^nis counfrV . 
and aft as mediatof, if circumftances ftwuld require any in- 
terpofition. He likewife thought it proper, -firft to try the ef- 
fefts of gentle remedies, and vvhetber his nephew would be 
brought to reafon. by reminding |im of the duty and obli- 

f ations which he owed to his W^ereign, and of the general 
enefit that would refult fropi in amicable intefcourf^.with 
the Spaniards. For this purpose Motezuma fent * 6 ne of his 
attendants to the prince, d'^frring^tq fee him ; and likpwifr 
acquainting him on the part of Corhz^ that h^ 9 >fought his 
friendfbip, and" corld wife to have him nea er the royal 
jperfon, that he might give him proofs of ^is efteem : to 
which meflage, it is reported, the princ^ returned an info- 
lent anfwer 5 probably imagining, that the whole had been 
diftated by C/?r/rz, who laid this fpecious f'CJuit' 
him of, liberVy, as he had done the emotJeror. Upon this 
Cortez made fre/h application to Motezuma^ for leave to 
chaftife the rebel, for fuch the fpirited prince is c^^^^ad ky all 
the Spanijh writers, who treat every attenrjf t^'^gainfl Con 'z 
as ay infultupon the fovereign ; but the-emp’^ror perfifted, 
thaf^, in this cafe, there was more dependence on Alifc-aration 
aftion j aifd defired it might be left wholly to his - 
yianagement, as'he was better acqjaj^r^Qd with the temper 
of his own people, and the fource of the prefent difaflFcftion* 
Motezuma then, 1*^ pretending to defpife the danger, and 
treat his nephew’s behaviour as the efFeft of levity and youth, 
rendered the confp?Vatcws<*arelefs, countermined their plot, 
bribed the fervant^ round by perfon of Caminatzin, and by 
that means feized ^his perfon,^;nd brought him pirr(yier to 
the Spdnijh quarters, without the^^aft noife or difturbance. 

It was now that M^^ezuma difcovertidi.:?U, his^ diflemblcd rc- 
fentment, treated hih nephew as a criminarj^rlty of high 
treafon, and commie:ed him to the fame ^ifon deftin/^d^ja 
noblemen condejned to rndorgo punifhmcnt. 
wards depofed, out^’of compliment to Cortez^ and a youn^fj 
nobleman, his brother, whom Cortez wa&defirous of engage- y 
Ihg in his intcreft, was raifed to the throne of Tezeuco. 

tbt 
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the «np?ror deelaricc! in a fpecch n^Pt$ 4l the jnaefitoeJ^. 
the young prince^ acquainting feimi that he owea^^flli: 
good fortune to the mediation of t\it^paniards ; and givrhg 
the nobility to underftand, that the iSiity of the punifhmcnt 
irfSiiJJ^d on Caminaizin^ proceeded from the fame caiffW^ 
SfiJU^applaudcd the chaftifement, the moderation of whxh 
feemed im way agreeable to the ufual feverity fhewn 
Jj^otezuma^i limilar occafiOps ; the fuperior judgment of the 
Spatiiarc/smi^ acknpwledgerf ; and jhc^viiw novelty of punifh- 
rebcITlSMj^out blooJfhed prodqcedUuch extraordinary 
that alnB^iroops in arms for Ca^nat%in difperfed, 
and the confederate citaiques fubmitted thernfelves, without 
hefuation, to the ro\l clemency,* and received pardon 
through the inttrpofiti(\ of Cortez^ who artfully feized this 
opportunity of rendering popular, • 

Notwithstanding favourable ifTue of this con* Motezu- 
fpira^y, thgre was fufficient \ult of uneafinefs to Aiotezimih^ ma. By rm 
who was too well acquainted^ with the motives of his nt- ifjjhu- 

and ihc grtuIfTt'pMjjriotifm which warmed ac* 
^ung prince, alViough clrcumftances 
^conc?al his fentiments^Sfi^to treat an at- B'lmfJfibs 
kV< 9 of Tervitude to Sp^ards, as rebel- 
in. Upon coolly examining into the be- v 

he found fomething mywerious in his 
j rcfidenc^J^is dominions ^ and though tUhe ^ontinuai 
reftraint laid upc^his liberty was fcarcc compSible with the 
cj ^rafler o f ambaflador affumed by the general. He began ^ 
tQFlJP*2Wibied^f the general refieftions upon his want of 
for fuffeiing himfelf to be whollv go- 
vern ed ftrahgers. This had been one of the prewnces 

jurgea ^Cammat^ for taking up arms j Ahtczwna)n\x\-^ 
felf was fenfible, tl\ere was too much occtfion for mur™r- 
ing. As the fame^rWons fiill fubfifled, me was appreh3 
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was danger from the fpailcs 
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^ fjripwy I?/ ^America. 

prevati upon himfelf toWke the propofal, or he could met 
' ' with a fair opportunity of introducing the fubjeft. At laft, 
as the general was oni^day vifitinghiai, he faid, that he had 
^W>een thinking of making a voluntary acknowledgment jof 
that vaflalage which was due to the Spanijh monafcn)* 
fi^ceflbr of ^ezalcoal^ and proprietory lord of the Mexthn 
empire j for which purpofc he intended to aflegjC+c the ca^ 
ziques and nobles o^Vthc realnt^ and to make Aiis acknow- 
ledgment in the ptefcncli of a full affembly, 
after his example, teftify their obedience hjwftjfiic contrihJr 
tions and tribut^j t« the new fovereign^'Hc had already, he 
faid, provided abundance of jewels aJid (tones of inellimable 
value, to difeharge the obligation his own part ; and he 
was perfuaded hif people would ertntribute on theirs fuch a 
prefent, as would be worthy the king, as the firft ac- 
knowledgment of the , 

By this artful propofal, Aptezuma concealed'^ his defign 
from C rteZy and a£lua!Iv n«^>^n/^ded the general, tha^ehad 
no farther mc-tives feC this extraord'ffnary refoIut»fli^, than a 


fupcrftitious crmp)d*nce with the intention of the ancient 
prophecies, whir-The now regarded as fulfilVrd. Corjez re- 
turned thanlfs,/and was extremely well pr-*afcd to h/ve ob- 
tained more iMn he thought was prafticablc at thcj xefent 
* jun£lurc j litt e imacining that this was a 'laitf 
(cmperorj to^-blige iiim, in the fulleft matyter, to declare ais 
ultimate dcfigns, or to quit the Mexican dominions. On 
the contrary, he hoped now, that this extraordipaxy^’'5^5if 
would enable him, without difficulty, to fec'i^'Tiis rciidefi^e 
in th-*' capital, until further orders were rc4:’eiv>id frcim &pain^ 
andAuch a reinforcemont as would be fuftcicnt^ft;»\.i,\c arr- 
tua' conqueft off he empire, fhould it Ke necefi'ary to em* . 
r^5y violence. U we may credit it was by the 
‘ Advice of CorUz i lat Moteziova diTp^tched his convocatory 
^‘^orders to the cavll^ ]ues \ aldiough it is probable, from the 
; difp'atch ufed upon t his occalion, that the orders were iffiicd 
immediately after tiPe piopofal was made to the general, to 
prevent his pcrictr*T ing< iiibfL the defigns of the fovcreigii. 
Certain it is, that 5he fnibiluy’^et at Moie%wnd% appoint- 
nicnt, ahu C&ficz ms ndrnitted iheaflembly, and that 
t!ie whole tranfacHoh, of acknowlcytrinrr the Ibvercignty of 
the SpaniJJj monarchji was performed with tl?5ftftaoft folem- 
iiity ; though it was W no means the intenwon of Mote 
to refign his throne, Dutyinijt by this ftratagem to i 

fetters. He opened ^he affcmbly with a fperr h, in which hV ^ 
endeavoured, by the rnoft foothing" cxprclfions, to conciliate 
irhc minds of the nobles. He reminded them of the many^p 

proofs 




’|Wt>5fs be had giVcn them of his andl^Atthejrl 

their dit^nirics from his bounty; Uiferring from thence i 
improbability of his making any p^oftil to them incompa--^ 
^ic with their intereft, and the honour and majefty of^Jjil^ 
^e^ire. He faid, that what he was now going to mention 
the refult of mature deliberation, and the advice o^the 
gods,N^lj^ had intimatedi their opinion to him, by manifeft 
iigns of a^robation. He mtercd up^a fhort account of the 
Aic>ican emjMre ; th€exp^ition of the Nabat- 

R hievement Vf ^ezalcoal ; the 
:parted for^hb conqucft of thc^^ 
ulfe of Jieavcn\ that his defcen- ^ 
;rn the* kingdon^s of the weft, 
ble point, t^at his catholic ma- 
of ^lez^koal ; whence he con- 
tyimoufly, in his perfon, to ^c- 
t of blood; although, for want 
tnoy nad ror v carsdifpol cd of the crown by eledion. , 

1 na?T»n^is own [jar^e was Juch^over of juftice, and ad- 
mirer of tn^irtues^the brave monaVch WrW, that he 
would chcarmj^ la^S crown at the r^l^f his defeendant, 
and was now ritolved to be the firft in teffljfying his fatisfac- 
tion^ the completion of the prophecy. Vor this purpofe 
the mod precious jewels of^is rreafury, to^ 
fent to th^jjung of Spain in token of hiwaffjllage ; and 
hoped that his n^les would follow his example, n5t only in 

acknowledgment, but in accompanying it with a # 
j-ibution of their riches. It is allcdgcd by fomc 
that, indefpite of dll Motezuma^s efFarts to 
.xon^CalMds^emoMn at the neceflity for making this Ancef- 
jnd foViething fo repugnant tjj his natural Vide, 
and fliocking toj^ <lignity in the humfiating terms, 
his expreflion was frfeqi^^ly inteiruptcd ^ith fobs and i 
which is not at all probaftfe;^^ with 
the convoking the caziques to the defil 
the Spaniards by this artifice. The wlT 
told, (ympathized with the pn^ef anl 
ceflary to comfort the difedjiffate rion^ 
that if was not the interplon of th^ir 
him of the royal d ^ni^ or to make th 
go ve r n me r^x?^ls^v1^o 1 e defirc»l^ng ( 

Jutceflion niight be fettled on his d^ 

F^O'^ered courage upon thjs^; but 

-Unfounded wifh the boidnefs and novelty of the propofal, 
which they legarded as flie higheft refledtion upon the dig- 
pity of fo powerful a monarch as MoUzuma. They eyed 
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*i|i^ Qth&r with amazeihent, obferving a pfoloMtu] 

\l j^til the prime mini fterj. who was pcifcftly acquainted with 
the temper of the foveyeign, ventured to reply, that the af- 
would be ready to obey all his commands as their lord 
anS natural lovcrcign, and to follow any example he fkf 
think proper to give ; as they had no doubt but he fUlty 
weighed the conlequcncfs of hi^ refolution, anternfulicd 
^ the gods upon an affai^^of fo grqkt moment. Qjpt* this, a 
public inftrument wjas d^uwn up hi the manner 
try, with all the necefl'ary folemnities ufujJjy^-fSSolcrved in^ 
r homage j^apd from that day fopvafd, the emperor 

Charles V. kingi of Sfain^ was like\^i;ie regarded by thofc 
people as hereditary loi^d and fovereii^ a of the Mexican em- 
pire : whence the Spanijh hiftorians^'Oeducc a variety of rea- 
fbns in juftificatioii of their right, /iunded upon the concur- 
ring eltdion of the people, and Zre voluntary fubmifiion of 
« the fovereign ; reafons rather'^f^cious than folid a n\oral 

view ; which, however, it is nojour province to refute. 

He orilers MOTEZUMA had^'iy inis*"a3cltov^edgment riTSj'agV 
Cortez to to his catholic prepared the way^^or the p^cution of 

his farther defigm,*, rie delivered to Cortez prefent he 
had provided, wt'^feh was extremely rich, c/iiTiding of^old, 
ornaments, precious ftones, and Beautiful pictures 

♦ of feathers. Njexthegave a faithful account cA 


m\n}9ns^ 


offered by the. 
deed exdiedini 
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.lobility to the king of was in 

Jy fplendid and valuable; after which he told 
Cortez^ with a referve and feveriiy altogether unufual, tlm,- 
he fiiould now begin to think of his journey.,c>b^T3ofrv«^^4 
for his farther ftay being ceafed, and the iffyes^his embalTy 
fo umommonly fuccefsful ; for the Mexjj^Mns W^u^^^^ake 
um^age at his Iqpger delay, ‘ fufpedf th^t he chtertaihcd* 
faiyer and more (Jangerous defigns than^ what he avowed, 
ai|Q that the foveregn authority wouldr**io longer be able to 
j^otedl him againffyrheir refejptr.wiu, in cafe their fufpicions 
werC(,at all corrobdjated by prefumptions, The gods, 
faid he, are angryWiilj me for the flavour I have (hewn to 
their enemies, anjj hale (i^nied me rain. They threaten 
to deftroy the fruilp olJ,my and to fend a pefti- 

lence ^mong my |L^OI:^^e. Afle'x^at you will have niore, 
and I freely grant in blcaufe, in\elpiie of the duties of 
‘‘*my religion, I Iovc[)ou the oth^ Sp^ftfbs^, But you 




muft 
a 


be 


gone ; r^^ion, and the voice ^pf my people^ 
require this facrifief?^ ^ Cortez was furprifed with tte 
air of refolution witfci Motezuma dcfi^cred this un- ^ 

cxpe&ed intimation j and then, for ihc firft time, difeovered 
ihc meaning of the prefents, and the vaffal^c to the catho- 
lic ' 



{icklng. The firft ismoMom of 
him to a tefpiMte defiance; hutA 
thought it more advifable to diflemi 
in the emperor’s refolution. Accorfl 

he had obtained the ultimate aim of his cmbaflyT' ftc 
would now prepare, with all necefTary difpatch, fo£ rc- 


on further refiefbion^i 
and Teem to acquiefee 
ingly he replied, “ 


<c 


to Spain ; an^he had ^me with intention to a(k 
fhe pTfcVieror's permiffijpn, to ^ild veffels to tranfport 
ind p€a)ple : tKofc in .vmich he came having been 
dc(lr^Bi^^j|nd incapable of being r^oaired for fo long a 
voyage i” with^hich evafive anfwei; h| gained time fot^ 
further refolutions, 
and reinforcements 

plcafing to Al3tezuma^\v\io above all things avoided coming 
to a rupture with the Sp^lards^ for whtftn he entertained 4 
real friendfkip; yet it is\eported, that he had provided an 
arnfy of dbrty thoufand me^ A fupport his refolution, in cafe 
i t had been difputed, now finding that every thing 

very clwiiiTerwir!c3f^^ he told Cortez^ 

in the moll^bliginif manner, Th\j{ it was not his inten- 
“ tion to irhW upw his departuie, furnifhing him 

v4th the nmclTary means; that he f^uld give the re- 
qVifite orJeroor building the vcffels requu^, according to 
direflions ; and that it wasVufficient to ap-e 
peafe ther?Smtmcnt of the gods, and filern^p the clamoura 
of his fubje<3:^ that Cortez had, by his compliarffce, given 
Droofs of his integrity, and the falfity of their fufpicions.” 

, inftruftions were immediately iflued refpeil- 
‘ difpatchcd to Fera Cruz j the Indlani beinsr 
dire( ^ d^g^^ut Ipwn the wood, and convey it to th 
^Trfeui^intendancy of this ifFair Cortez ^jntrufted to 
Lopezy a BifcaiA^ ^id exceUent (bipAuildcr; chai 
him in private to*pR>l<^ the work as m/ch as poflihle, 
with all the appearanc^f ./cjyog the 
In" this tram were the affairs of Cor 
when a frelh piece of intelligence 
of their prudence and conftan 
that eighteen fail of (hij 
froifi the painted cloths^j^^Twhich 
deferibed of the 
rmq^ediateJj 

^i£lure before him, faid, th 
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fnoft difpatch. 
z and the Spaniards, 
d, as a farther trial 
came fo Motezuma^ 
off Fera CruZy and, 
gures and drefs were 
ared to be Spaniards, 
\}te^y and laying &e 
apprehended the pro- 

^ ' • i 

L^f his nation arrived on*the coaft, lA which he might 
take his paffage. It waif not poflihle for Cortez to doubt that 
the fquad^n was Spanijh^ nor difficult to conje£^ure the mo- 

■ ..x-"" . “"N 


for his vopg*^ou!d,be unjpcc 
ijwrearrivr^ **■ 




I of the expedition ;fbut a$ this wis the firft intimation 
Is had, it was a great difficulty to rcftrain the emotions of 
furprife with which he pis feized. The firft thought which 
%»lil)Urred was, that it muft be a fquadron equipped by Velaqu^ 
to deftroy all the fruits of his labour : but this foon ^ye 
wa(j^ to more pleafing fentimcnts^ and he flattered himlelT 
that Paftocarrero and Mmiejoj having fuccceded irfh^ir cm- 
bafly, had procured rcinforc^cnt* Howev/^, as there 
could be no certainty with refpra to the intenfjigiU^H^ 
fleet, he zr\{wcrcA'‘MoUzuma in general 
longer delay hiS departure, if the fhin^f that fleet were 
bound back for iny of the king of Spj^h dominions ; add- 
ing, that he fhould foon have an ac^untfrom the Spaniards 
at Zempoala of thq deftination of tl^ armament, the defigns 
of the cruizers, and whether it V^uld be ncceflary to pro- 
ceed in building the velTels. JnA few days letters amved 
from Sandoval^ governor of yfa Cruz^ acquainrtbg Cortez 
that the fleet belonged to ai^ brought eight hun^ii^ 

Spaniards to oppofe hiD<^\is conqueftfij. The le^i^CJflSrc- 
ceived in the of Motezuma^ arid it reonred his ut* 

moft fortitude tCM 7 ^iiceal the ftroke fretiiftain^' by feiinex* 
pe£fed a turn^ fortune. His fituation now t r%de. 

iperate, being /in every fide hemmed round by envies. 
Even the repert of another armament toopMfr<ifejrtrti%,u.q 
would d^rojfhis reputation with the Ma^ans^ and giy£ 
all his allegations the air of liftion, and himfclf the appear- 
ance of an impoftcr. Already the people entertained jca| nqfifi^r 
this would occafion them cither to think ihap^r^TOuaTco/l^ 
queftnf their country was intended, or th?a ^^Ji^eir opinion, 
with/.^erpe<S to the completion of the ancie^it proJftiacju,^was- 
fall^ious : at anv event his caTe was defji^rate, as appeared-- 
b}phe greatly fuS^rior force of the Bow- 

er, he bravely ifefolved net to finV Under misfortune, but 
exert his utmo%abiluies#4'?rl5!^ng to a happy crifis what 
appeared fo ganger*, >js. He concealed his uneafmefs from 
Motezuma^ fottcneiy the account to the Spaniards^ and 
deliberated Vithin j hin %lK^pan the proper remedies to 
* fo ofejrrate, as feemed almoft to 
put befor8<we enter upon a relation 
1 bc^neccflaryllte fljiould give fome ac- 
d d^hiation oflhis airte which 
muchvnxiety to Cortez. 


be ufed in ciicumfl: 
exclude hope of reli^ 
of his meafures, it w 
count of the nature 
proved the fource of 


a\. 
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Jt. which an recited the Strength of the Arm^mt 
ftu^uthy Velaquez, itsSObjeH^ the 'Prof ofa^s of 
j^Xtt^modation m^e by C^tez, the Attempts made 
to re^ce the Colony 4 ;/ Vcra^Lruz, the Defeat of the 
under Narvaez, the revolt ^ and 

Cortez7?^»<ir^* to the Capital, ^ ^ 

new hon^s with whith VelaqueZy governor o( jccotm ^ 
^ Cuba^ had beeriYefted by the court of Spain^ krv tithe force' 
only to whet his animoSty to Coiicz^ ift proportion as Hity equipped 
enabled him to execute i|he di^^ates of refentmcnt, and thc^j^Vehb- 
mSft implacable enmity. was not only appointed* the qucz* ^ 
^ki^’s lieutenant of the iflandof Cithay by letters-patent, but 

the lando ‘'on fo^tC»5^ncnt, or elfewherc, that • 
(hould oi^onquered by any force fAt out under his dire£Hon 
and authoi%^ Th'e applaufes given and the extraor- 

dinary fuccefs^f that officer, rendered hil?k quite outrageous, 
anocompelled nim, without reflefting upoiil^jbe confequences, \ 
a fleet and army, as he thougf# would afluredlji^ 
"^eftroy his rft^and all who adhered to fortune. He 
bought (hips, unifted foldiers, vifited all th? fettkments on 
the iflanJ , to encourage the people to embark in the enter- ^ 
t every efFe(£)ual meafure for blighting all the 
jrcls gathjiiftlby Coriez^ and fruits collecled for the &nefit of 
the nation. By reprcfeiiting the immenfei profits 

^ wfrtcli \^uld arfe from thc*juft punifliment of a reiki and 
traitqr, he drevv\mgethcr a confiderablM number of 
teerr., and expenSeSi^ bulk of hisfortuic in purchafingroe 
neceflary arms and pro75fi;:.*?4^r the exjpdition. In a wol 
he aflembled in the fpace of a few daysjEch a fleet and ^tnij 
as in thvit part of the world mierht bt deem^ formidable! 

The army was compofed o|^idht liundred* Spantjh foot,! 
eighty hoifes, twelve piect^jim caaioiJ and great abundancel ^’ortcz\ 
of (hiall aims and ammyif^on. Matrmhilo de Nar^aez^ a 113^1 
tive of Valladolid^ gentleman ybiJm, of reputed capacity, 
ahd of grciPliiflKfljr^ in Cubm wai nominated to condlidl 
the expedition^ To this genjral heJgave inftruflions, that 
fbould try eraijMi^pedi^ to feii|e Cortez^ and fend him 
spader a ftroM»^|uard, tha\ n? mi|ht Receive <from his hands 
the juft pumfliment of Ws treachery and temerity : That his 
officers ftould be Mfed in the fame manner, in cafe they ap-^ 

V ^ pcarct| 



tie ~ 

obftlniitely attache intereft ; and thatbeihould 

j^Ooe pofTeilion, in his n^e, of all the new acquiUtions, 

H, bei^ within his jujpfdidion as king’s lieutenant. He 
fuffered the poffibilriy of difappointment from any ac- 
CiBiwt to enter into his thoughts ; he relied, with fo niuc])pP 
fecurity, on the fuperiority of his forces aijd armameiii^^ 
that the never refleited ofi the coji rage 6f the 

long practice which all the foldiers^had in arms, ajp^l as 
the friendfhips and alliances they had formed. /f 

VELA^JEZ met withfome difficulties ih the m^Pl'Pfffgp^ 
which feemed to prefage an unfortunate iffip^tf^e expedi--^ 
(Cion ; but he was noti man to be ftartledynh omens, direct- 
ed by ccunfel, or difcoi^raged by diflyClty. I'he ruprciv.c 
ccckfiaftical tribunal at St, Domingo^ over the royal 

audience at Hijpamfja,, and all the ^er iflands of the JVeJi^ 
Indies^ was informed of his prep^ationsj and fenfible of 
the^nconvcniences that muft arif/fmm a competiton, dif* 
patched one of their number, Vcifquc'z, d^Jyllon,^ to dif- 

fuade Velaquex from the uf a mcafure fo inufinf^ 

to the public fervice ; orders, if he continuedjTOunate^ 
to exert all the of the tiibunal,» comnaa^lHing him, 

upon the fevereft penalties, to difband his ap^y, unrir his 
fleet, apd refr;vnj|4'rom giving any mr^Ieflatior to CortezMn* 
der any pretenc^whatfoever ; infifting, that he wc^ Joj rgc ^ 
his complin ts i£ a legal method before the 
where he ^houlf be fure of receiving juftif^aml meeting 
with theftriCleft impartiality. On the arrival of this minif- 
ter in he laid his inftruflions before 

g its and perfuafion ; but finding himfeit^TKpifed, pro-^ 
:o menaces, and the full exertion powers, 

is was not fufficient to /lop the refiflutioivS1ta*.^by 
who was! too fanguine in the hop of revenge, and * 
► far cmbarli’d in the epterprift ^/orlinquifh it, with- 
ring his fortune and his reguj^ ; whereupon theli- 

D’yfy&wrefol’ed to acCSmpa ny tbe fleet, in expectation 
Qiould either prevail upon the men to obey his orders, 
vor at leaft find fome bpplirtunity of accommodating difFc- 
rcnccs between Velaquz aSd before they fliould come 

to open hoftilUies. Nd di^eA?j«Sl^ppofe this refolution,.bc- 
caufe he was defirous Vie Meet fliouW ^?i^l before the news of 
hb obAinacy could aril vc no Icfs 

fortunate to Cortezy tllat hisVld friend Andm de Dueroy fc- 
cretaryto VelaqueZy li)^.Vwife^;compaj|iied this expeditions^ 
with the generous .defijjn Of preventing tlrVdgftrii£lionK)fS^^ 
perfon whom he eftcemeJ, apd q/ promotmj^^^the public 
fcrvice* 




i ht the month of Aprils Pamphih ft Namoex fet fell. Wit! 
favourable gale ; but foon meeting with tcmpeftuousw 
ther, loft oiic of his fliips near the mountains of Sr. - v --yr j 

He came to ah anchor in the port of Vlva^ on advice 
^^^'hree Spanijh foldiers, who joined him at the ifland of ^ 5 ^^* 
oacfM^Sy left there by Pizarr 0 y\ih 2 t the garrifon at F^ra 
incapable of nrtakiiig any refi/fance. Here a party 
was landed^ and foon had the good fortune to feize upon 
>';/ijia 0 jiJ''!i:fgling Mdiers belonging to the colony ; who, from 
^(iear punifho^^t, or private difguft to Coritz, gave exa 6 t 
information ofalNt^t had been tranfafied in Mexico^ of the^ 
condition of the ea^fon of Vera C;«z, and the general dif- 
affeftion of the foTdieV both there^and in Mexico ; thus en-* 
deavouring to procure ibr themfelves better ufage, by mifrc«* 
reprefenting faefts, ai.d flVtoing the hopes Narvaez^ who 
gregdily fwallowed every iyll.j,bje of their falfe relation. -As 
it was neft probable that Sahiioval^ the governor of the fettle- ’ 

myent, would attempt, in the^refent defperatc fituation of * 
oppofe fo powerful afi^ii^mament, Narvaez fent 
one Guavh^ a clergyman, to recci p h^ fubmiffioni but 
th is Qcrfon b?I'.,aved wiih fo much arrogaiVj^in the conference, 
thatfthe goveriKpr ordered him, wdth his attendants, to be 
feizef, and fent, under the conduft of a ^Jmpoalan guard, 

" Mean iimt iQprtez received conftant intel^gentc of what Cortez 
pafled at Vera Cruz, The news that Narvaez had landed 

him, as he forefaw difficulties in every mea- cjh 9 a 
p\xi^ thatT?$^^d be propofed. It appeared rafh to think oircccucdi*- 
fneetifig hi^: in^the field with a force fo unequal, cfjj| 
asn?.**! ^ii^nis lityle army muft be left in Mexico^ to ‘ 

'^T^s treafures, ancA maintain the footing 
The mod ration^ ^ch^me was tomtke 
modation to N'arvael^ ^j^ut to this the p| 
that general, as weli as the w^t-piefs inj| 
appeared an infurmountable obftruc^ 
haughty fpirit of Cortez ftoop to make f:onceffi9ns unworthy 
of his honour, altho’ they fh<J ?'?3 neqeflary to the good^ 

ifc. ^Ei^^wha^av# him the greateft ; 


eci.il!y aiicn. 
defend 


e had eftabli 
ertures of acd 
de and obftinacj! 
ftions of Veltique^ 
on : iy)r couM th^ 


of yhe common caufe. 
xiety was, to find hinjfclf^obligcd ijj 


his circurn fam^^ jp^ 
agitatw^ ^ a varit 


an-i 

f fej#n fecurityartd content 
hile his h#artfvas oppreffed, apd bis 
breaft agitafKI, By a variety o*]^ntei|ding paffions. It was 
«of the utmoft cx)nrequence tcyronceal/rom iYit Mexicans^ that 
th II tilcrefore told Motezuma^ 

' that a fecond ambafladet arrived from the king 

of Spaiity to infarce the* propofition he had already made ; 

come with ao army, according to the cuftom 


cortci*^ 

* '•^tO 




TJbe tiiftm pf Amenca, 
cdufitfy ; but as c |<ery thing was already adjuft<^, he? 
huld endeavour to pre^il upon him to return^ and would 
hiiyfelftake his paiTage^/n board his fleet, as his mi^elly's 
iglfnerofity had left him nothing farther to defire. It was 
equTily neceflary for Corte^io conceal his chagrin and-«.i- 
eafinefs from his own troojis, left their fpirits mipht fink^uli- 
derfce greatnefs and variety of tht'danger. He them 
the probability that Narvuc^ would come to a reconciliation, 
and prefer his own intereft,and the fervicet of his fovQtgigc; 
to the abfurd revenge of a private man, bIen<^e(].Jevith paflion;i^ 
,pride, and animofuyyFor his own part, V- laid, he hai rea- 
e^^fon to thank Felaquez^ for having feij: him fo feafonable a 
reinforcement, as he had not the lealj doubt but he (hould 
make fellow foldiprs and companion^'of thofe who had come 
againft him with hdftile intentions. He even concealed from 
his captains his own opinion of his circumftances, although 
* he laid before them the ftatc*o® affairs, and defr.ed tUeir 

advice, after he had difpofed their minds to his own incli- 
nations. It was the ge-cfarrefolution of the coyriCil ^ 
war, that propofals o^'accommodation fhould ii^*mcdiately 
be difpatched to and that in the mea\ ’time prepa- 

rations fhould be ^nadc, as if there was a cc /tainty tha^i the 
propofals wou’u be rcjciled. ^ 

i Such were thp meafures concerted and ^ 

cution, when me Spanijh prifoners, fent Sandoval ^ ar-^' 

rived. Vent out to receive them, drdered their fet- 

^ ters to be knocked off, embraced them with great h uniaji itv* 
and told the licentiate Guavara^ that he woulcj,,?} tiiLiTtTStf/a- 
doval ff’T the little regard he fliewcd for hisp(if\^r>n and func- 
tion. He intimated bow much be efteemed-the R^-Ji^iinefs of 
havin', the expedition commanded by Natviez^ who was ij.: 
old^icncland intii^iate acquaintance; he;took care that all 
thij Spaniards Ciouyd appear cbearful gay before this 
cj/rgyman ; he niaqe^ him a .Viitncfs'to . the favours he re- 
j^civec}, fionm AIotezun.^\ he gave him fevcral valuable pre- 
jCiits ; and, iii a worc^- foothed, cajoled, and infinuatcd with 
//enc^ much addixfs, thaj he^nn^Hy gained the licentiate to his 
X I to famc^ai^^acr eated the other prifoners ; 

,}nd without feeming ft t'spiper wit^h their integrity, rel^fed 
them in four days, ftrVnu^^ully attachvQ his perfon, and 
Mi fends by his libcral|jty. His nex,t fend father 

a moderate, fa^n(ible,'‘^atid eloquent f|:iar, with pro- 
pQce^ pofais to Narvaez \ lik^wi^e fuf.^ifoin§-^S*m with letter^ to 
Vafquez D'^yllon^ his olcf* the fc<fctg|ar^5JSw, 

with fcveial jewels, which he was to dili.ib!»^e, at difcrc- 
tion, among the troops. The inflr unions were filled^ with 
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. mrgument^t demonftrating the implrtance to tne comm^' 
caufe of a reconciliation, cxpreffion^f civility to Narwf^> 
^nd a rclcition of the progrefa whi^ had madeSfijpe^" 

. c^^^queft of Mexico. He reprefeised the fatal confcquence# 

. to J^th, of giving the Mexicans} a warlike and powerful 
pcopHtr^eafon to think, •-Shat difeord prevailed among the 
Spaniards : and he finally defircd to know the purport of his 
inftriM&iiiiUi for [f they came from the king, or tended to 
4;idntote the public fervice, he was ready to furrender his 
cemmiSon, and contribute his affiftance^in a private flation ; 

' but if they weredi£ia$^ed by Vikquezh refentment, they ought 
both to confider, wiiDh equal atterftion, how much they 
hazarded by obedience \ concluding, that he did not make 
ufe of arguments becaufe he want^ forced on the contrary, 
he knew how to defend his propofitions when (lighted, jis 
well as to r|l ax in them, whenever they appeared unreafon- 
able. 

.•#^AViNG difpatched Almedo^ ht^ to his friends at Tlaf^ 
caluy defiring that the republic would immediately provide 
fix thoufand ^nen to attegd him on an enterpHfe, in which it 
was pciTible he irjght want her fervice. An* officer was like- 
wife ftpt among his other allies, the caziques df Chinantecas^ 
todefire them to levy two thoufand men for the fame occa- 
fioii. The people of this country were the dedared enemies 
of the Mexuansy and had made the ftrongeft profeSions of 
fricndfhip to Cortez. As they were brave and warlike, the 
gefM'^it^irigincd he might profit by their affiftance ; he even 
cciidefeended tdnimitate fonie of their arms. Hcarinathat 
. the Chinanti-ras made ufe of extreme long lances in ;heir 
war^ he thought they might prove ufeful againft Narv^^s 
- cit^alry ; and accordingly ordered three hundred to be madi« 
pointed with coppe? ft^r Vant of iron, an^^l divided amon^ 
his troops. In a word, ue made every n<j'/c(rary preparation^ 
for taking the field ; juftly imagining, ifrom ^le known 
temper of that it would be difecult to bring him 

to reafon by the force of argumeiy^s 4nly . This*conje<3ure 
was foon verified. Narvaez at >hm/pa/awhen Guavara 
returned from Mexico^ within accoant |f the grandeur and 
magnificence of Motewma^ his refp^l ffr Cortez, the great^ 
merit of atid the hii^nitytand politenefs with 

which he had entertained him^ He ^mmended Cortez's 
prudence in defiri?igm,j;^cea^ tii| Mexicans, that any 
ca th^Speeniards, and run 
fo largely Narvaez ordered him to quit 

# his pre fence i up3nwh*th the prieft, and his companions, 
fpu^hty auditory, dilliibuteJ their prefeuu among the 

foldiers. 





^ aniiJ eftablMhedj f >hat of the grcatfeff tofi(eq(ieftfc 8 

toy^rfi?», a high opinio/, of his ^eherofity and valour, and a 
* ’'gPBtrrf inclination for peaVe. Father de Mmcdo arrived fca- 
ronably to ftamp deeper thc|^firft impreflions toade by Gucroc* d* 
He delivered his inftrti£l?ons to Narvetezy accortipanied^yvitb 
an eloquent oration, enforcing the'neceffity of maifif&imng 
a perfe^ harmony ; and received an ahfiver filled with in- 
ve£tives againft Gortezy and with fb mucfji p^flion dfid acri- 
mony, that the revertnd father defpairmg he 'ftioulJ be. 
.able to bring him to reafon, proceeded to* the execution of 
A^- the other part of his inff ructions. vifited the fecrctary 
gains a DuirOy and the licentiate D^^yllmy ds|.ivercd the letters from 
farty far CorUZy and found them extremely clitpofed to bring about a 
Cortez, reconciliation. They likewife promifed to affift, with their 
ut/noft influence, the purport of his difpatches ; and loudly 
condemned the inexorable ievefity, and injudicious Vehe- 
mence of Narvaez, Almedoy in the n: xt place, vifited the 
officers and foldiers of his acquaintance, diftributed his fre- 
fents, and prejudiced them all in favour of the valour, hu- 
manity, juftice, and generofity of Coi ; infomuch, that 
there was great reafon to hope for a ftrong party in his idtereft, 
or at leaft, irf favour of an accommodation. Narvaez had 
^ no fooner notice of what was praftifing in the capip, than 
ordered Almee^ to be brought before him, loaded him with 
abufe aifd menaces, calling him a mutinous and a feditious 


traitor, and threatening to fccure his perfon, had not the 
fecrciary Duero interpofed, and reprefenteJ 
queppes that might flow from fuch irrcverenNtreatnient of a 
venQjr. able ccclefiaftic 

Fiotent /lMEDO was no fooner difmifled, than Vafiuez IFJyl* 
proceedings commiflary Vrom the royal audience at St, DomingOy 
^Nar-* ^opofed, that a yuncil of war fhoui^ be held, to deliberate 
vaez. /upon a proper anuw to the embafly fent by Cortez \ and he 
f way fecond^d in thl? propofition by a majority of the army: 

, but NarvaeZy to m p all fuch proceedings, made folemn de-^ 
claration of War, wj:h ffi;c a.:3d (word, againft Cortez j threat- 
ening, with the fc\^cret pum/JJment, whoever (bould make 
any (archer overtures o^ reconciliation, and offering!! great 
I'eward to any who Inou. j take or kill his .inveterate enemy. 
At the fame time th^ army^Kad orders to and the or- 

ders of the general w®re pre^Jaimed at the jjiead of the army. 
D'Ayiimy out of all(papen<^jyKl;\^t^^ pr ocegd ings, 
r^faived to cxerfhis authority. * x> commfc^i^d jjrf^cr^ to 
defift 3 and fignified to NarvaeZy that ftir from 


• Herrera, dec. ii. lib. vii. cap. iv.''*'*^ ^ ^ 
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Zempeala under pain of death, ntf employ his forces ini 
ding the blood of their own frienls and countrymen, ^ch- 
out the unanimous confcnt of tb^army ; 
the paffionate general, that he ordered him to be feiz^ and 
* flynpcd off fo.r' Cuba : though the prieft had addrcfs enough 
topreifail on the failorWto convey him dirc£lly to St. Do^ingo^ 
where he laid before the royal audience, the impetuous, head* 
llrong temper, and violent meafures of Narvaez^ with fuch 
partiality to Corhz, as determined the board to fupport his 
•intereft more powerfully. Indeed, he profited more by the 
very conduct of Narvaez^ than he could expefl from hi> 
own moll ftrenuou'!^ endeavours. • That officer carried his 
refentment fo far, as to incur the difpleafure of thofe who 
were no friends to his enemy ; and omre their own general 
fell in their efteem, it was an eafy tranfition to bellow their 
a&dlior;^^ on the fubjefl: of h% hatred. Accordingly thd fol- 
diers began to defert to Fera Cruz; a Portuguefey named 
yUlahobaSy having entered, with feven other foldiers, into the * 
fervice of Sayidoval, and brought with him the written agree- 
ment of fevcral others, to follow his example, in cafe jV<7r- 
continued implacable. Motezuma too, after he came 
to underlland tbe variance among the Spaniards^ continu- ' 
cd extremely attached to CarteZy offering to fupport hi^ 
with a numerous army j neverthelefs there, ^are writers who 
afiert, that he maintained a clandelline correfpondence with 
NarvaeZy and endeavoured to deftroy both parties by profef-, 
fioiiS of tjc^cndlhip to each : an allegation that is fully refu- 
ted by Antonia de Solis It is true, indeed, that be fent pre- 
fents to Narvaez, according to the hofpiiable culloin of the 
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plaWe, that Csrtez was for^d to exert his authority Wore htf, 
cotM oblige eighty of hyf people to remain in Mexlca, alt 
.being fo^firous to attend^n^s pcrfon and fortune. He fof- 


* tcn^d^lffe aiotives for his journey to Motezuma^ telling him 

that the Spanijh captain at Zempoala had given '-(bmc proofs of 
a difo|derly paflion, owing to his mijinforihation ; 

' came thither as lieutenant to the governor of a remote pro- 

vince^ who was not acquainted with the lad indrufitons of 
thecouit of Spain \ and therefore perfuadtfd himfelf, thai 
the emb^fly in which himfclf (Cortez) was employed, w'as 
affair properly belohging to his of&ce. All the prepara- 
tions to fupport fo fnvolops a pretenfiojtf would vanilh, he 
faid, without any farther trouble, than his laying before the 
captain his commifE^n, giving him full power and jurifdic- 
** tion over all the SpaniaieL who fliould arrive on that coaft. 

, To JAuicipate, therefore, the b:^d confequcnces which might 
enfue from the mifinfoimation of Nurvaez^ he refblved to 
f direct his march to Zaempoala with part of his forces, to dif- 
pofe the minds of the Spaniards to leipedl: the Mexicans as a 
people now under the protcftion of the king of Spain ; arid 
that he would immediately execute this resolution, left the 
approach of an f rmy, fo little diftiplined, into the neigh- 
bourhood of the capital, might occailon fome difturbancea 
among the vafLls of his imperial majelly. This was the at t- 
ful turn wlv’^h he gave the difputc be tween Narvaez and 
himi^lf} Motezuma^ who was already informed of the 
tyranny exereded by the Spaniards in Zempoala^ greatly ap- 
plauded ^is defign, again renewing his offer of i^flmance, irt 
‘ cafe Naf^jaez continued obftinate and refracloiy ; but when 
Cortez ^clined this propofal, the, ern|XTOi told him, that he ' 
would ihew all manner of countenance and favour, during 
his ^ence, to the pAit of his fore ,5 hu (ho*dd think piopcr 
to l^vc in Mexico. \ ^ 

/very obfljuclion^o his march being now furmounted, 
he? appointed Ak)arodo.^\\x\ officer high in Motezmia's efttem, 
CO command the party Ihe left behind ; charging him to be 
- fo afliduous in his civililjes to the ci^iperor, as to render him 
^ irfenfible of his confinement ; and lir dly enjoining the (gl- 

div rs to cjifcipline and o^>edtince to theii cr^'tain, kindnefs 
and humanity to the Mexua^-^ and cfpeciaHy the attendants 
AJfurances of the court. MoUzunia^ with a Jirodigious retinue of the nobi- 
gi^cn hy lity, accompanied him out pf the cnS^ir, and upon taking his leave, 
Mocezu- told him, that if there w^s rio o4hwifi|^hc)h''''f decidingsfeii^ 
*na. difpute, but by force of Arms, he wonTcf «n>t onfyjj;jj5ffrhini 
wiib'^an army entirely at his devotion, IViiP^Ventakc the 
field in perfon for his defence j adding, that he wouk) 
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tinue his protection to the SpaniardsmnAtt Alvarado^ and r# 
main in his prefent quarters uritil i^e return of Cortex ;/a 
prooiife to which he religioufly adWered amidft all " • 

•bancesthat arofe among the 'riie genera! pur- 

fued^is march t^Jdhahila with all polTible difpatcfi and cir- 
cumfpZ^ion, and was received in that city with a chei^ful 
■welcome. Thence he proceeded to TlafLah^ and was met 
at the diftance of Jialf a league from the city by a fplendid 
embafly from the republic- He was ronduCled into the fowii 
amidft the acclamations of the people, ^’ho now refpefled 
Jiimas the conqueror of Mexico^ atiJ the fubJuer of the haughty 
jpirit of Alotdzuma'^. Liimediately the fenate deliberated upon 
the anfwer to be returned to the demand made by Cortez of 
fix thoufand auxiliaries, and determined tft comply with the 
utmoit punctuality. Authors, however, differ about this 
circutnftanfe ; but it is ceitainjtliat Cortex had no Tlofcrdans 
in his army when he engaged Narvaez at' ZemporJa. It is 
likewise confeffed on all hands, that Cortez left *TIafca\i ex- 
tremely Well fatisfied with his reception ; and that, although 
the "‘Tiafcalam failed him* upon this occafion, he had no rca- 
fon to qUeltion tlieir*fidelity or^ attachincntj having found 
them extremely ready, brave, and ufcful, in •all his future • 
engagements with the Mexicans, Cortez had fen^ orders for Cortez 
Sandoval to meet him, with the Spanifi gairifon of Vej'ajoiKsS^n^ 
Cruz^ 4 t A'latalequitany leaving the Icltlcment to tHt care of doval. 
the confederate Indians ; and thither he now direSed his • 
rout, and f'i^nd Sandoval punctual to his inftruClions- Be- 
fore his departure from Vera Cruz^ Sandrval was foiranate 
enough to obtain cxaCl intelligence of the enemy. Two 
fold'ers of tl'iC fort, who artfully imitated the behaviour and 
gefture of the Mcxnans^ and greatly refembled them in ft i- 
turcs and complex ffuj, offered themfeives for fpics, ftripped , 
ihemfclvcs naked, and entered early in the morning into\ 
Zempoah,, with bafkets of fruit upon tb»'ir headj. Nai^vaeZ 
had his head-quarters at this town ; ai-d with fuch addrefs 
did the two SpaniJfj fol diets feign the fimplicity of the native 
peafants and iheir eagerneft, that they had a full furvey of 
the whole pl-ace, without creating tl)e leaft kifpicion.* Their J 
fuccefs encouraged them to another j nterprife. Accordipgl^i^ 
tire fame foidws entered the tu'^'h a fecond lime, with i5^ 
tcntion to difeov^r what kind o?'watch was maintained, a|id 
whether there app£7'^*'’'^a j^^Ajbilijy J)f furprifing 

filing cortL*ipond§^iAVhth*iheir vs^fhe^i they found the 
enemy and returned to the fettlement in 

* UruuERA, dec. ii. lib, viii, cao. 5. 
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fai ety, after having carrM ofF a horfc belonging to one of 
tfcfu captains, who expri.ed the greateft rcfentment againft 
, Co^ez, There was fomel^iing fo extremely bold ard inge- 
niotMTOtnls attempt, as extremely delighted Cortez^ and 
gave him a happy prefage of the event, He>Jbuilt his greateft 
hopes upon the inexperience of the ^demy,' and the ^iS^^vity, 
vigilance, courage, and attachment of his own troops. The 
negligence of Nm^vaez was occa honed, he perceived, by 
the confidence he had in his fuperloriiy j and this furnifbed 
him with many advantages, in cafe the frefli inftance§ of 
peace, he propofed 'making, fliould prove abortive. To 
fhun, if poffible, the efl^ufion of blood, he difpatched father 
Mmerlo, sl fecond time, with as model ate propofals as he 
Narvaca could devife ; but b’s negotiation having no fuccefs, he ap- 
r^jei^7f all pointed Juan Vclaquez ue Lecn to wait on Narvaez ; imagin- 
c^ntures. that the near relation of^tliis officer to the governor of 
Cuba might give him more influence. On the approach of 
r Vclaqiicz^ it was generally believed at Zcmpoala that he had 
rclinquifhed the intereft of Cortez j and this notion prevailed 
fo much, that Narvaez went out, with a numerous retinue, 
to receive him ; but Velaqiicz foon difappointed their expec- 
tations. He yiforced his commiflion with ffich eloquence, 
and entered upon the praii’es (*f Coiiez with fo much w’armtb, 
*^that broke off abruptly, declined any farther con- 

veifation^, Lipo/i the fubjcdl, and difmilfed him without an 
anfwer. 

‘ This mark of difrefpeQ, to perfon of fo much confe- 
quencf as VelaqueZy gave umbi.ige to tbe.foidiers under 
Narvfez^ who infifled upon the expediency of hearing his 
meffage candidly ; fince it w^as^not probable, that a perfon of 
fo much honour and finccrity would have come with uh- 

f lfonable propofitions. Thefe difeourfo proceeded fo far. 
It, to quiet the foldiers, the fecretary Duero was nominated 
wait on Cortez^ to apologize for the behaviour fhewn to 
Vela^ueZy and to cnc^ire into the fubftance and purport of his 
commiflion. This gentleman was received with all the 
refpedldue to his charader, his^fnodcration, and the friend- 
fliip which he always profefled for Cortez, Several confe- 
^^rences were held upqn tlje fubjecl of his commiflion, and 
‘'Aery expedient for conquering the obftinacj of Narvaez 
WAS canvafled. Cortez is imported to have gone fo far, as 
to'offcr abandoning the Alexhyin conquefls tO Ms competitor, 
and goin^ with bis fcIlowcrsv’xdi^ASe; ^in fearch^ttfcfli 
laurels. But this wSs an aiX of f:du\glaifan£bjg;j)nch Duero 
rrfufed to accept 3 propofing, in its fl:ead 7 ''^trinterview be- 
4ween the two generals, which it was hoped might 
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in contriving a medium. The pijpofition was readily i 
cepted by Coriez ; while, on the ^er hand, Narvaez 
ceedcd fo far as to pen under his hand, the 
and the circumftanccs of the appointment, at the fam?*time 
that^he was prc^aJting an ambufeade for his rival. This 
trcacd^^iy was difeovered by Duero^ and notified to Coi^ez\ 
who finding that the fword rauft decide all differences, 
muftered his army^ and prepared to march againft the enemy. 
The bafe defigns of Narvaez ferved only to animate his 
eburage; for he perfuaded himfelf tha^ an officer, who en- 
deavoured to purchafe vidlory at the expence of his honour, 
could have no great dependence on4iis own abilities, or thfe 
valour and attachment of his foldiers. His progrefs within a 
league of Zempoala was rapid, his front «^as fccured by the 
river of Canfasy and his rear by the territory of the fettlement 
at V^ra Cr^z. He difpofed hft army in the moft convenient 
manner, and placed double centinels at every acceffible part, 
keeping, lilcewife, parties abroad to fcour the country, an<i 
obferve the enemy's motions. ^ 

Notice of the apprc^ich of hisrival was no fooner brought 
to NarvaeZy than he drew out his troops info the field, with 
an eagernefs and confidence of viftory prodi*£tive of con- 
fufion. He promifed a reward of two thoufand pieces 
eight to whoever fhould bring the head of Cor^eZy iind there- 
by confirmed his own dread, and the opinion of* the fol- 
diers of the formidabicnefs of that hero. He weakly ima- 
gined that Coriez would be rafli enough to attack him in the 
open field, with numbers fo difproportioned ; obftinat^y per- 
fdvering in that opinion for the whole day, and until the tem- 
pcH. that came on in the night, rendered the foldiers fo cla- 
morous, that he haftened to take fhelter in the town, with a 
diforderand precijJltatidn greatly refembling theconfequem es 
of a defeat. Hearing that Cortez kept himfelf encamped on* 
the oppofite fide of the river, he reafonably conjefturcy that 
he had nothing to fear that night, when the Tlorm of rain 
and wind was fo great as almoft to difabic the*fo!diers from 
handling their arms j he therefore lodged his troops in the 
tempBes, rcfolving, as foon as day appeared, and a.calmen-, 
fued, to lead them again into the fiel'd. Cortez had advice* 
of all thefe particulars from the fecretary Diteroy wh5 c^ 
tainly betrayed, his party j aHhough De Solis palliates 
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condudt, by alledgi'?g folp djfign in fending 

^^rmatibn, yi^as 'to ind 4 i^e''Cdbrz to mafs the night quiej 
tn hopes ihiif the.^tnf day might produce fomething favo 
able ro the propofed accommodation. Be this as it m 
ir certainly enabled Cortez to plan that enterprife, upon thi 
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H^iVyir-fuccers of which depcnfcd all bis future fortune. He drew 
p^ifed \ ut his troops wiihout ^lay, and they obeyed without citun- 
and dc^ Aain ^ g of the feveritjrof the weather, or the unfcafonablc- 
f dated, nelf 6t the motion, from a thorough confidence in the judg- 

ment of their leader, and the neceflifjtj of the moafure. 
Tj^ey pafltd thb river, the water fcTchmg alcnoft -to their 
breafls, and on their gaining the oppofjte Chore, were made 
acquainted w’ith the defign ot the march, the fituation of the 
enemy, the facility with which they might be attacked, the 
great probability of viflory, and eveiy other circurnfiarKC 
which could inflate their courage, and give fpur to their 
ardour. Fired with ihc;concife animating fpccch of the ge- 
neral, all acknowledged the prudence of his refolution, and 
exprefied their de^^nninatioii to conquer, or to die fighting 
by his fide. Immediately he divided the httlc army in three 
corps ; thefirft under the coi?du6i of SnndcvJ^ being dfrcifi- 
ed to feize upon the flairs of the temple, rmd prevent the 
enemy from ufing their artillery ; the fccond under Chnjh^ 
pber de Olid,, having orders to afeenj the tower, and inv'^il 
the quarters of Narvaez ; while the third corps, led by the 
genera’ in perfon, was reftrved to fupport the two fiift, and 
carrv relief tp that quarter which fhould appear the hardtdt 
prelTcd. Orders werciikcwifc given, that the drum^ fhould 

* Kat, and^ the warlike infnuments found, as foon as the at- 
tack began, ib order to ftrike the greater tenor, and in- 
creafe the confufion confeqiient on being furpiifcd. As he 

^ propofed reaching ZnnpjJa about midnight, the army 
maicW?d flowiy, to prevent their being out *of breath when 
they Began to engage ; but they had not proceeded far, when 
they fill in with tw’o of the cnpiny's cciitinels, one of whom 
was made priloner. It w^as feared that the other, w'ho had 
madehi.s efcape, might fpread the aKirm ;■ Cortez,, therefore, 

• ordered the troops to haften their pace, that he might arrive 
before Narvaez fhould have time to make a proper dirpofition. 
Ever\ thing^liappenqd juft as he had forefecn : the ccntincl 
difeharged his duty, gave the neceflary information, and whs 
dlfbelieved. A few, however, ar|ned thcmfelves ; but Cortez 
feafoiiabl^ entered the town, and confirmed the foldicri ac- 

^count, before Natvaaz could prevail upon himfelf to difturb 
Vkj r<>ft, or order the troops^to their fcveral pofts. He had 
tht good fortune to cfcape body of cavalry, fent out to 
fee^ur the country, and reacnW the temple* without being 
chfhenged by any/if tlfs Sandoval infl^ry-^iv-v 

gai!i his attack with hi^van, mount^r-h^ flairs^ threw^ 
ihi enemy into the utmoft diforder, as therJ'lTow remained 
iJo doubt of what the ccntincl afferted. Two pieces of ar- 
^ tilleliy 
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^lery were fired upon him, but tley did no execution, and s 
only ferved to augment the geneM| confufion, and the njife 
^made by the drums and other Svarlike inftrument/ of 
Cortez^ The enemy, however, were fo nufl*flr(j!5%*that * 

Sa>fdoval wou^ have found it impoflible to fucceed in the 
cxc'‘C£i'Moii ofiijs oVclcrs, had he notbcf;n opportunely Tupnorted 
by the fecond diviiion, under Chrijiopher de Olid^ and by Cor- 
tez in perfon ; who quitting the reai, plunged, fword-in- 
^liand, into the ftiidfl: oi the enemy, and the hotteft part of 
•the engagement. Sue a was the imjK'tuofity of his troop*!, 
that the enemy were driven back, Ittp by ftep, and in the 
end totallv defeated, leaving ti\eir artillery behind, and • 
taking fheUer in the other temple, v;h?re Narvaez had his 
quaiters, and commanded in perfon. Jie had jutt then put 
on his armour, and was animating his people bv his voice • 

atid example, when a thruii in the eye witn a pike brought 
him to tTie ground, and into the hands of the enemy ; which ^ 
fo difpirited his troops, that they immediately threw down , 
their arms, and aficed quarter. 

Another tower was flill poflefTed captain Sebatierraj 
and young Diego de Velaqucz^ tVho feemed determined to de- 
fend themfelvcs to the laft extremities. Cortez^ upon this, ^ 

"ordered two pieces of cannon to bear upon tower, and • 
fo terrified the foldiers, that they refufed to obey their oft- 
ccis longer, and obliged them to fubmic aPdifergtion. Im- CoTtez/wr 
mediately a general pardon was pubiiflied to all who would dn 
furiender themfelves ; and the general palled his word, 
they fliouIA have liberty, if they chofe it, to feturn to 
Cuba, or to inlilHn his army, and fhare his foitrne. All 
'jto a man accepted the jterms j and thus not only 

broke all the defigns of his enemies, but acquired f'uch an 
acceffion of flwngtlt, as enabled him to return to tiie con- 
queft of Mexico with more affurance of fuccefs than befoie. 

I'his important victory was obtained with only the lofs of 
four foldiers killed, and two wounded ; andf on thft part of 
the enemy, two officers and fifteen private men killed, with 
near double that mimbc# of wounded. Cortez vifited Nar^ 
vgcZs who told him with an air of inful c, ‘‘ That he had 
reafon to value himfelf upon having fuch a pTifoner in.r.is 
hands.*' To which Cc>rto replied contemptuoufly#, ‘‘•y hat 
without vanity he might rank this victory, and im- 
“ prifonment, among th^ leaft cemfiderableaftions pe form- 
ic fince his arriy^^j In that* cAntry.” Notwithft inding 

this lCv/4^itv, orders that and all t ic pn- 

foners, Ihould be humanely treated, and diligently giWded, 

" Idt the fmall appearance of their conquerors, inday nght, 
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nklit animate them to fitfii attempts. At break of day he 
wL joined by two thouf»d auxiliaries, fent by the Chinan- 
tic^ which rendered him more fecurc againft the confe- 
revolt ; as it not only augmented his force, but 
flicwed Narvaez that he was beloved, befriended, and (ft- 
lpe£ted in the country. It waS then that the enemy beheld 
their^difgracc in full view. Night had concealed the num*- 
bers with Cortez ; and indeed Narvaez reafonably fuppofed, 
that he was fupported by a great body of aukiliary Mexicans ; 
the day-light difeovered this error, and his unequal forces;* 
the foldiers curfed theVonfidcnce of Narvaez^ and redoubled 
their efteem for the vigilance, prudence, and undaunted cou- 
rage of the conqueror. All were charmed with his genero- 
fity, the clemency fhewn to the prifoners, and the humanity 
to the wounded. His friends among the troops of Narvaez 
laid^fide diflimulation, entereiinto his fervicc, and w#fre 
’ follaw'ed by the reft who were lefs affefted to his intcreft. 

Every man gave in his name, difputing for a preference in 
the roll ; nor was there a foldier who fo much as intimated his 
inclination to returr^.to Cuba, When Cortez had fufficicntly 
examined their difpofitions, he returned their arms to the new 
troops, and by this mark of confidence entirely won their af- 
fections, and confirmed their fidelity. The officers were 
ftnt prifoners on board the fleet, and thus the defeat of Nar- 
vaez not only J;ut Cortez in pofleffion of a fleet of eleven 
fhips, and feven brigantines, but' placed him at the head of 
?n army compofed of a thoufand Spani/h infantry, and near 
an hundc’d cavalry, exclufive of the garrifon Jeft at rera 
Crur^ fdh' the defence of the fettlcmcnt, and fccurity of the 
prifoners. 

This feries of fuccefs did not foelevate Cojtez as to render 
him unmindful of Alvarado^ and tne«force>' left behind in 
Mexico. He was fenfible of the danger to which fuch a 
handful of men were expofed, in the midft of a vaft empire 
Ailed wkh difeoatent and fedition. Their chief fccurity de- 
pended on MotepuiinaWiee'^mg the promife he had made, of 
not removing his quarters, or attempting any change in his 
abfence ; an obligation of no great force, w'hcrc intcreft, ki- 
cliuation, artd policy^i united to oppofe it. Befides that, Mo* 
fiowever well affeded to the Spaniards^ and regard- 
ful oti, hib promife, might not have it in his power to reprefs 
the zul of his fubjedfs, and prevent their cmoracing this 
Cortez opportunity of (howeiinj^ downi \t«3^ance on the 
prepares of tho)e who held their nf.march in a k»M.*<;if^dif^r^e|\il vo- 
tr> lunta/y bondage. Full of thefe thoughts, heUbtermincd to 

/(?Mcxicc. direct his march back to Mexico y and that no danger might 

- arife 
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arife to the fleet at Vera Cruz^ he o Acred the Oiips tobeui|f« 
rigged^ and all their fails and cordage to be lodged in ttie 
fetticmcnt. It was his intention to divide his for^^fi^qawid • 
' umbrage to Motezuma^ by entering his capital fo 

larg^ an army ;vb|it a letter received from Jlvarado altered 
his refolution, and determined him to march with al|| his 
troops, wdeh the utmoft difpatch, to the relief of that brave 
officer. 'The advices brought by this letter were, that the 
Mexicans had taken arms, and in defpite of Motezuma^ who 
had facredly obfetved his w'ord, fuch frequent at- 

tracks, and in fuch multitudes, that all the Spaniards mull 
neccffarily link under the weight of l«ch prodigious numbers^ 
unlcfs they were fpeedily fuccoured. Diaz del Cajlillo and 
Hertera are of opinion, that Motezuma fomented this diftur- 
bance privately ; hut De Solis gives irrefragable proofs of the 
mornirch’s^iniegricy and honoifr ; although we are of opini- 
on, his conduct would require no apology, had he endea- 
voured to rid himfelt of Grangers who were fo great a rc- 
ftraint on his liberty, fo difagrceable to hi| fubjedts, fo dan- 
gerous to his enipirc, and fucl\ a clog upon his authority, 
'i'he letter was brought by a Spanijl) foldier, accompanied by 
an embalTy from Motezurm^ reprefenting to Cortez^ that it 
W'as entirely out of h4S power to reprefs the fury of his pco-t 
pie ; that he would never abandon Jlvarado^ ifhe ^paniards^ 
and his w'ord ; but that if relief did not foon arrive, 4ie could 
not promhe for the confequenccs. After this information , 
there was no room for deliberation ; officers and foldiers dc- 
cUred, that their immediate march was indifpenfabli, and 
their union nccellary ; and, indeed, Moiezumd's embafly 
fuiniffied Coriez with a handfome pretext for leading to the 
capital what might be deemed a potent and numerous army, 

'I'o prevent oppreffing fhe Indians in their way, and for the 
greater convenicncy of provifions, divided his troops into * 
Imall corps, who had orders to take different routs, and^eet 
at Tlafcala^ the general rendezvous ; neverthelefs, the fol- 
diers Itill fuffered extreme hardfliips from hunger and thirft, 
as well as fatigue. All, tfcwever, bore their misfortunes 
with •courage, knowing they would be of fliort duration; 
and the foldiers wffio came with Narvaez^ emulous of ejual- / 
ling the veterans, endured th«ir fufferings without muj^ 
muring, as thej;r regarded Mexico as the land of promile, 
where their toils would be fufficiei^tWre warded. His entry 
Tiafcala was fplendid, MagifcaUp eiTtertained him An 
^ his own hcuf*. and thi fenate gave orders to the whole arn^ 
of the republic to be in readinefs to attend him to A'lexicd^ 
but Cortez would only accept of two thoufand men, that his 
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formidably numerou'^. As he ap- 
fl'ei the Jake without oppofition, 
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thVvjfjJjp^ij^e were fomefuipicious appearances, which render- 
ed^preumtpeftion ntx^^flary. The two Spanijh biigantincs . 
were found haved and half burnt, the fubijrbs and foi^s at 
thc^entranc*' aba^ndoned^ the brsdges ferving for a comuruni- 
cation between the ftreets were broke duwn, and all was 
wrapped in profound and dangerous filence. This fufpicion 
continued, until the Spmihrc/s^ in Mexico^ difeovering the 
army at a diftance. raifed a loud (hour, and difpellcd the 
gloom of apprehcniion. Alvarado^ with his people, came 
to the ga^c to receive Gorte^:^ the foldiers careffed each other 
with the fincereft joy, and MotezunWy with all his attendants, 
came to the outers loit court, to congratulate the general on 
r ' » ■ ■'his arrival. Some writers report, that Cortez received 
emperor’s demonftratiunsr of joy with coldn^fs ani< re- 
ferve. C'lfUllo rtlatss, that he turned his hack upon him, 

* without deigning to return an anfwer; and Herrera (peaks 

as if the geneia^l, grown infolent wdth profperity, had 
charged Alotczu/jla with the fault of his fulyeds : but neither 
Gomaray nor C:rtfz in his owm account, touch upon this 
/ clrcamhancc^ which is, indeed,' extremely improbable. 

^ 'I’hcrc was not the Icaft room for fnfpicion that MoUama 
enter tali ifd any ill-will to the ^aii: rvA, or defig n to break 
Ins promife ; on the contrary, it is certain, that he adhered 
to his word beyond what found policy didafcd, extreme- 
ly diligent in fopp’-clTing the turtujlts, expofed his perfon 
in d^ence of hisgueftsi and had, merely hy the awcful 
(hadowofhis royal authority, pi evented the from 

bcin^, facrificed to the rage ot his fuojccls. 

It may appear extraordinary, that, in this ftate of affairs, 
the Alexicam fhould fuffer Cortez, th enfer the city without 
oppofition, and bring fuch powerful reinforcements to Aha- 
rado^y hut Antonio dc Solis \h\s point in the following 

manner : They relied upon their cxceflivc numbers, were 
elated with their fuccefs in having killed three or four Spaniards 
in the late attacks, and now aliRJwed Cortez a free entrance 
only th^tthey might with the lefs trouble crufh the whole at 
one blow, after they were united. This was the occafion of 
leif retreat into the other pjrt of the city, and the caufe of 
c entire fufpenfion of hofiilities, in which Cortez imagined 
'ey had treacherous tiefjgns. With refpec^ to the motives 
|r the infurreftion, authors ate greatly divided, feme aferiWe^ 
to ihe cruelty of the Spaniards^ ^and found ixig*-this opinion 
'n the authority of one of their own writers of the greateft 
credit j we mean Bartolomeo de la Cafas^ afterguards bifliop of 
* Chi aim. 



^hellifiory o/%.merica. 

<CIjiapa- His words arv very full tnd explicit : ** l}ht M’rxi- 
“ cans^ fays he, having appoin|.»d a public dance, which 
‘‘ they called MiLUi^ to entertain the SpaniarJ^s^^ Mote - » 
xwm’t the gcjieral, Pedro de Alvarado y obfervingthe-^wcls 
*^with which the Indians weie adorned, aflembled his fol- 
diers, and fell upon them, cutylg them in pieces, ty gain 
pofleflion of thole valuable or/aments ; in the acquifition 
of which infamous fpoil, above two thoufand of the Mexi^ 
can nobility were put to the fword/’ Dc vindicates 
• his country from this reproach, give^a quite different ac- 
count of the confpiracy, for fuch he teims it; but, in our 
opinion, does not clearly enough isefute the allegation of the 
prelate. He rather endeavours to invalidate his evidence, 
by obferving, that la Cajas was at th.g: time foliciting the 
relief of the Indians ; and in order to obtain his purpofes, 
wfeich, this confeflion, wre certainly pious and hunfane, 
was exaggerating every circumftance i>{ their oppreflion. Ac-* 
cording to Dc it was obvious to Alyaradoy that the no- 
bility of the court had fallen off from thfcir refpecl fince the 
departure of the Spcqiiardsy which obliged him to behave 
With great caution and circumfpedion. He employed fpies 
to watch their motions, and foon received information, 
that fomeihing extraordinary was in agitation. On clofcy 
examination it appeared, that a dangerouj coi^fpiracy was 
hatching againft the up. guards ; nor was it long before fome 
of the confpirators themfelvcs betrayed to him the wholc^ 
fccret. A few days after, fevcral of the principal nobility 
came for lca\*« to Alvarado^ to celebrate their annual^eftival, 
called Alitotes ; a compliment with which they intended to 
deceive him, and prevent Iru's taking umbrage at their affem- 
bling in fuch numbers ; and Alvarado^ as his fufpicions were 
not yet fully c:<^4i6rm2d, granted the irqucft, on condition 
the AUxicans would come unarmed, and decline offering 
human facnfices. That very night he received intell^cnce, 
that arms were fecretly diflributing in all the lioufes adjoin- 
ing to the temple ; his doubts vaniflied, and he deter- 
mined upon fignal revengt. His plan vt^as to attack them 
in tbe beginning of the fertival, without furniijiing them 
with time to take arms, or affcmble the populace; and he 
found It no difEcult matter to^carrv it into execution.* The 
Mexicans were fo intoxicated with liquor and joy that their plot 
remained uiuiTfcovered : that attacked, and eafily 

/defeated them, wounding alid kill^g great numbers, who 
could not nfcape in the*tumult, or leap over the galleries or 
windows. His intention, fays de SoltSy was only to terrify 
and difperfe them ; which he indeed cornpafled not with- 
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*** out confufion and dibrder | for the Spaniards Inftantly 
fell to ftripping the dekd and wounded of their jewels and 
' ikkpdsl^rnaments.” Thus de Soli$^ in fa6t, admits the 
whq|echarge brought againft Alvarado by the biihop of 
pa : he acknowledges that he began a terrible maflacre, during 
a public feftival, and thaKhe killed and wourided wereftripped 
and plundered by the fold’ers ; but this be calls the punift- 
mcnt o5 a dangerous confpiracy^ though.he acknowledges 
that it wSs ralh, inconfideratc, and ill -conduced, as Alvara- 
do retired to his quarry, s with the air of a conqueror, without 
giving the populace the flighteft information of the caufes that 
prompted him to an adtii&n, bafe, infidious, and barbarous to 
all outward appearance. We leave it to the reader to pafs 
judgment upon thofc different relations ; for our own pails, 
we Cannot help being llrongly prejudiced in favour of La 
t Cajas^ who is confcffed to be i writer of candourj^and f^ho 

could have no reafonable motive for cafling an indelible ilain 
‘ on the chara£ler of his nation. The fame allegations, in- 
deed, from a forei/;ner, might feem fufpicious y but from a 
dignified prelate, of irreproachable manners and vera- 
city, they will outweigh all the aflertions of a writer, whofe 
/ bufinefs it is tc magnify and extol every circumftanceof this 
glorious conqueft, 

Mexicans CORTEZ vyas extremely fliocked at this rafh procedure, 
revolt. and blamtd Alvarado that he had not only negle<3ed to en- 
^ form the people of the confpuacy, but to confult upon it with 
MotezwtiayZ^ both muftnow behold the flaughter of Mexican 
nobilii;/ as an aft of wanton ciuelty and avarb'c; but it was 
now impofliblc to redrefs the evil, except by profecuting the 
fyflem of Alvar ado y and deftroyhig greater numbers of thofe 
innocent people, who were taking r.rms only m their own 
defence. In faft relied upon His own ftrength, 

^nd was probably not forry that Alvarado had furnifhed him 
with jfo goo^ a pretext for beginning the conqueft, and 
plundering fo rich a city. Obferving that the fame fuf- 
ipicious tranijuillity and filencc reigned as the day before, 
he difpatched Diego de OrdaZj wfth a party of four hundred 
Spaniards ^txidTlafcalamy to fcour theftreets, and endeaiVour 
to penetrate into ibis myfterious ftillnefs. Ordaz had ndt 
advanced a great way, when hedifeovered an armed party, fent 
out probably as a decoy to draw him into danger, which had 
the effeft. The party rArepted^ and Ordaz purfued, in hopes 
of taking feme p itbnerA from whom he might obtain intePK^ 
ligence j but he foon found himfeK* inclofed between two ^ 
vaft armies, one behind, and the other before, fo that it 
was ncccffary to break through, fword-in-hand, before? he 

could 



coul4 either advance or retreat, fiefideft the tops of 
houfes and windows were crowded l^ith eaecnies, wro ponri^d 
down fiich (bowers of ftones, arrows, and darts, as quite 
obfcured the (ky, and covered the Spaniards^ ^hh ysjJotiT ^ 
antk experience were now wanted to extricate himfelf /rotxi 
this dangerous fituation. He dreWf^flTm a double /rent, 
employed his fwords and pikes af^nft the enemies Ildow, 
and plied thofe above with his fire arms ; but his chief ad«* 
vantage arofe from the ardour of me Indians^ who J^ed on 
fo tumultuoufly, as to confound each other with "^numbers, 
dnd leave nothing elfe to the Spaniard than to (lay and kill 
without refiftance. It was this circumftance alone that faved 
Ordaz i for had the enemy fought 'with tolerable order, he 
mud have funk under their weight. As matters fell out, the 
carnage was lb dreadful, that, lofing couthge, they retired to 
a defiance, and ufed rcvilings and menaces inftead of ^ea- ' 
poris. fire-arms cleared the terraces, and Diego de Or-- 

daz^ who was fent to make difeoveries, did not think it ad- ^ 
vifeable to engage farther; he therefore retreated to his 
quarters, in the lame difpofition as wh^n he was charged 
clofely by the enemy f and after fome difficulty joined Csr- 
/rz, with the lofs of eight men killed in the adion, him- 
felf, with almoft all his people, being wounded. 

This was the fflft proof which Cortez had or the refentis- 
ment of the Mexuansj and It ferved to confiim hts refolution 
to bring them to obedience by force of arms. ?VI1 endea- 
vours to accommodate matters would only diminiih his re^ 
putation, an^ convince the enemy that he flood in^ ^we of 
their numberr. He determined to oblige them to nl*akc the 
firft propofals, for which reafon he prepared a fally from 
his quarters, in expe^fation that the vigour and efFe<% of the 
blow would ftrihe terror. It is afton:(hing, however, that 
Motezuma was never confultcd upon any of thefe occafions. 
Formerly Cortez made him acquiunted with every motion, 
and it looks as if he now fufpeded that he hgd encouraged 
the infurreflion, becaufe he is treated with no confidence. 
All that De Solis relates is, that Motezuma vvas too diffident 
of his own authority, and apprehenfive of the difobedience 
of his vaflals, to propofe felting on foot a treaty Probable 
it is, that the conduct of Jlvarado greatly injured the Spa^ 
niards in his good opinion, Vjiough regard to his word, and 
indeed his own fafety, obliged him toaA in a neutral capa- 
city while he was detained a^piifon^ in the Spanijh quarters. 
The enemy anticipated the defign^of Cortez- After the af- 
fair of Ordaz they halted it fome diftance from the palace, 
and formed the vigorous lefolution of attacking the 

quarters, 



on all fides. All the adjacent firects 
imkthi with armed jncrii and when every thing was formed for the 
SpaniartJ^, aflanlr, the drama and flutes gave the dreadful fignal. The 
van)b4iard #*Ssi eompofed of companies of archers, who were 
to dor the walk »o facilitate the approach of the center' dnd 
rear. ^Alt advanced wH^: prccipitatton and fury. The diA 
charges of the archers incredibly quick and alert, they 
were prrfled on with extre- nc impetuofity, and the Spaniards 
found tht\utmoft difficulty in maintaining tlieir ground, and' 
repulfing ib violent a^d weIl-condu6bcd an attack. The» 
ground was fo thickly ftrewed with arrows, that the Spa- 
# niardswQtt forced to employ people to remove them, as they' 
choaked up the way to tfie ramparts ; and although the ar- 
tillery and fmall-arms made terrible deftrudion, yet fuch was 
the obftinate valour of the Mexicans^ that they advanced un- 
daunted to fill up the chafms J^ft by the flain, traniplir.g, 

' without fear or dread, upon the bodies of the *cfead and 
wounded, until they met the fame fate, and were fucceeded 
by others. Nothin j was left untried to gain pofleflion of the 
ramparts. Several l.ttemptcd to fcalc the forrifications at the 
very mouths of the cannon; others entfeavoured to force open 
the gates, or break down the walls, with ill-contrived in- 
ftruments ; many mounted upon the fhoulders of their com- 
panions, that their weapons might do more execution, and 
great numbers farmed their lances and pikes into ladders^ 
by which tlfiey attempted to gain the windows and terraces. 
All, in general, expofed themf'elves, wi:hout referve, to 
danger, "md performed adioiis of the moft irrpetuous q|^- 
rage^ and favage ferocity. At Jaft, night feafonably inter- 
pofed, 5 ^nd obliged them to retrear before they were conquer- 
ed, out of a fupcrftitious cuftom that prevailed among the 
Mexicans^' of never fighting in the abk-i.ee the fun^s influ- 
ence; acuilom, probably founded upon the generous fen- 
timent, that it was cowardly to attack art enemy in the dark^ 
Even tlfeir fup'jrllition could not entirely fubdue their ar- 
dour, for they continued to fhoot at a diftance with fired ar- 
rows, which fetting the buildings o{ the palace in flame, ob- 
liged the to break down fome walls, to cut off ♦he 

communtcaVion between the houfes, and aftei wards toil 
with indefatigable induftry to repair thofe breaches, which 
would ferve as an inlet to the lorrcnt of enemies they ex- 
pelled to rufh upon them as Toon as day appea^ted. In this 
the Spaniards were difapoofnted. The enemy kept at a » 
diflance, endeavouring fo provoke Cnrtcz to battle, and to 
quit his walls, by the moft injurious cxprcffions. As he 
had before intended a Tally, the general entbraced this oppor- 
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(tA^y of anioiating his people, an4(wheKtag thelf courage 
by a (hart fpcech, reprcfenting the licccffity they were under 
of giving the enemy fome very fignal proof of tlieir gallan- 
Agreeable to this refolntioii, the troops ««‘c divided 
Into three bodies, each formed into a doubL ^^ont^ in/he 
manner fo fucccfsfully obferved by Oj^^Son^ late occa/on* 
They engaged at the fame time, wid the enemy fuft/i^ed 
the charge with hrmnefs, ventuiinato come to pufh o£ pikes 
with the Spaniards} The fire-arrS levelled at the j/lleries 
ai^ windows could not put a flop to^he (liowers^ ftones 
inflclTantly poured down, anJ it waS mceflary to/ifet divers 
’ houfts on fire, to check an evil to v/hich there ^j/LS no other 
remedy. After an obftinate cngageTnent, in^vhich multi- 
tudes were fl-iin, the Mexicans at laft gave /ay before the 
fuperior valour of the Spaniards., and w%rf purfued from 
ftreet^to ftreet into a great fq^aje, where ^ey made a 1:^1 
effort, andU^ere totally defeated. Their flidft was confu fed 
and diforderly ; the wounded were trampl^ to death by the 
flying, and the flaughtcr might have been fill more dreadfuJi 
had not Cortez Itopped the purfuij:, in h/jpes of reducing 
them to terms by this a<5 of moderaiic^. Already the car- 
nage was fo great, that the canals were tinged with blood, 
and the ilreets filled with vaft heaps of dead bodies ; but the 
amount of the lofs ifnet eftimated on the fide of the Mexi^ • 



cans. Of Cortez's army, twelve were killed, ^parHards and 
Tlafcalans, and a much greater number wounded ; a cheap 
price for viiSJory, had it been decifive, or the conqueror in a • 
better condition jo fupport the lofs of his foldiers. The^en- 
•'>^agement lafted for the whole forenoon ; x.\\t Spaniardi^ar^ 
^frequently hard prefl'ed ; in puj-fuing they were obliged to fill 
up ditches, and fullain the charge of the enemy, wl/ re- 
turned in fwarms ufon every new obftruciion. T^T/a/- 
calans behaved with great gallantry, and fought witm order • 
and regularity; in a word, every individual lully difeharged 
his duty ; and Cortez, in particular, difplayed aM the qtaJi- 
ties of a general and a foldicr. ^ 

A SUSPENSION of boftij^tics enfued, as if by m\xX\x2\ Svfpen/ton 
agreeq^^ent, both fides taking breath, in order to refume their of hojldi- 
attacks with the greater vigour. Mean time did not/w. 

neglect the opportanity of maUng frefh overtures of p^ac^ 
by means of fome of Af^/rsi^m^attendants. He obferved 
that the like, the hydraShcad, multiplied by their 

lo^es, and regenninated under the iAoke levelled for their de- 
'u-udlion ; but the propofals met with Vo fuccefa. Some of 
^ the perfons appointed to conduct the negotiation returned fe- 
verely handled, and others remained with the enemy, to the^ 

.. great 




.;tfe«tt4ifcoatrat of J^attiuma, wbo fincerely wifiie^. ^9*^ 
ottdrion his tumultuous fubje^s, left they Oiouhl entirely 
throw off their obedience, and lofe all dread of hisautho- 
ritJL All’^^pe of accommodation being vafiiihed, Corjci^. 

preparail'*?j]s ^for reftfting the prodigious numbers of 
bis anemies, and detc:^^ing his people from the (bowers of 
ftoi^e3, darts, and arr^s, difeharged from the windows 
and g.jllerie8 of the hou 'es. With this view he ordered 
four wooden towers to^bc ere£ted, which moved upon 
wheels, x^ach capable (:f. containing thirty men, covered wbh 
ftrong pUftk, and furnifhed in the from and (ides with 
to difchargl^under cover. Even the novelty of thofc ma- 
chines would;^ he believed, ftrike terror. When they were 
in readinefs, a\"^cond fally was made by Cortez in per/on, at 
the head of the\bulk of his Spaniards^ and all the Tlafcalans^ 
taking with him ‘fome pieces cannon, the wooden towers, 

and a few horic,. to be ufed wherever the groun&"" would fuf- 
fer them to afl. \ All was in profound filence when the Spa^ 
niards quitted tli||Jjir quarters ; but fcarce had they paffed 
through one ftree^, when they were allaulted upon every fide, 
by an innumerable multitude, who began the engagement 
with loud (houCs, and the hoarfe noife of drums, (hells, and 
other barbarous warlike inftruments. Trenches had been 
cut in all the ftreets, and tbefe the Mtex\can% defended with 


fuch valour ar^J obftinacy, that they could only be diflodged 
by the artillery. They fought with more regularity than be- 
fore, diredled their courage to better purpofe, and feemed 
to improve in the art of war by experience! ^*,Their condudk 
favoured rtothing of the rafhnefs of a popular tumult ; they, 
appeared to be under the command of judicious officers, 
every difeharge was deliberate, and well aimed, and all the 
pofts v^^re defended with intrepidit) , aivl abandoned with- 
I out conVafion. Huge ftoncs, and pieces of rocks, were 


tumbled down upon the wooden machines from the galleries, 
.which broki them in pieces. When they became fenfible 
of the damage fuftained from the artillery and mufquetry, 
they retired gradually, continuing a kind of running fight, 
until they came to the next entrenchment, where tbey^g^in 
made art obftinate ftand. For the greater part of the day 
thfi biittle raged, the Indians ^ifputing every inch of ground, 
with fuch wcll-direftcd valj^jr, as convinced Cortez of the 
impoffibility of reducing ^ne Mexicans by force. The city 
received incredibly da^a|e, many houfes were burnt down, 
and the enemy loft iwiore blood t];iaD in any preceding ac- 
tion; but though rcpulfcd, they were not defeated. On the 
contrary, they maintained a retreating fight^ till night fepa<- 

rated 



^^dthecombitaats^ and furniilbed 
pOTtCinity of returning to their quarter^ without itcfigning ^ 
the vf(9tory, after they had loft fifty men, Chiefly T/aJiabns, • 
Jifty Spaniards were grievoufly wounded, ao^aitiongihefe 
the general, who received an arrow in*;febinm band, /n the 
very heat of the battle (A). » Vj&S^Coriez airivc/at his 
quarters he refigned himfelf to ryedion, and, uponmature 
deliberation, was fcnfible how impradicable it wi^o keep 
pofleifion of Mexico, Every day produced freib Lffes i and 

j hough he was conftantly vidorJfi^^, yet hispdvancages 
yved only to accelerate his ruin. ATenfeof ^ame, pridc^ 
and the fire of his own genius, in\pelled hira^o further ef- 
forts to fubdue the enemy ; but when h^onfidered that 
after the multitudes flain, their numbi^s^^peared undimi- 
nifhed, that their refentment grew with/tticir loflcs, that 
the^ fought with more fkilb and couragi, and that they 
were daily improving in the art of wir, he turned his* 
thoughts towards the means of retreating with the greateft 
fafety. Nor was MoUzuma lefs diftradijd and embarrafled 
with contending paffions and refledions.* . He now began to 
apprehend that his people had entirely thrown ojF their alle- 
giance on account of his attachment to the ^Spaniards ^ and 
yet he obferved a ijferve on the fide of Cortez, .is if he fu|j| 
peded him of finilter pradiccs, and of tam^^erir^g with the 
Mexicans. From the higheft tower of the pal'acc^e beheld 


(A) Antonio de Herrera is al- 
together hyperljpljjpal io his re- 
lation of this, and all the pre* 
-^ding and future engagements^ 
According to him, not a day 
pafled without a battl^ each 
more bloody and d^llinate than 
the former. Here the Spaniards 
performed prodigies ot valour, 
and the Mexicans poured their 
arrows ib thick, that forty cart- 
loads were gathered and bu*nt 
in a^day, by Cortezes people. 
They took a Spanijh horfeman 


tower, over the galleries and win * 
dows into the ftreet, aTtA- they 
had foiled all the attempts of 
a body of Spaniards to diflodge 
them. Two of ihemMd hold 
of the general, withmntention 
to da(h themfdves him ia 
pieces, by a fall from the top 
of the temple; bpt he e^tfricaied 
himfelf by llrcngth and agility ; 
and to conclude* the wonder, a 
faint, mounted on a white horfe, 
fought for the Spaniards, and, 
by the image of the Virgin 


alive, and facrificed him in rigbt\ Maryj threw dud in theteyes of 
of all his companions. The ^tthe Mexicans. But we mull 
Tlafcalans feafleid luxuriouflyon ol^rge that moft of thefe cir- 
ihe bodies of the flaughtered « cumftances^are faid to have hap- 
Mexicans, Cortez almofi fiogly peneran an a£fion fubfequent to 
drove three hundred nobiefnen, the death of Moiezuma. Dec. ii. 
who had taken pofielliOA of a Ub« viu. cap. z. 
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the laft engagement, and could difeover the princes ^ 
Tt%imo zud Jxtapitiapa^ with fcveral others of the firft 
lords thc«^*pire, animating the Mexicans^ and order- 
ing tlie battle?^'^;J^cfto he regarded the affair as a pcK" 
pular namult, but noi^^e forefaw the ruin of his own au- 
tboritj^,\and perhaps a t^il revolution in the government* 
In the n\Jl tvanfports of hikanger, he condemned all the no- 
bility ' to^ondign puniflirrfent, and breatbed nothing but 
flaughter aiad bloody reyf ogc, until refleding on his own in- 
ability, he Sunk inta oefpondency. After refledling uporj 
Various remedies to be applied to this dangerous malady^ 
yvhat appeared t ^ him th^ leaft exceptionable, was to diftrefs 
the Spaniards^ re^rn to his palace, and endeavour to regain 
the affedions of Itis^fubjeds, by ads of clemency and gcnc- 
rofity. Full of tflis notion he fent for Cortez, and told him, 
that now the diftr 'ded ftate of his kingdom req^Mrcd fBme 
very effedual remely^ that his imagination could devife none 
more likely to be^ittended with happy confequences, than 
that the Spaniards vould evacuate Mexico, and thereby de- 
prive the feditious of all pretences. The clamours of his 
vaffals founded well, hefaid, in the ears of the vulgar, fince 
all they demarided was the liberty of their prince; and things 
Were now come to fuch a height, that \iO other profped of 
appeafing the ‘public commotions remained, than taking 
away the caufe. He bitterly exclaimed againft the infolcnce 
' of the nobility, and repeated how much he had I’uffcrcd by 
prefervlng his promife to Cortez, and continuing his affedions 
to i\it*Spaniards\ and he concluded with touching upon the 
groundlefs jealoufies entertained of his condud by thofe 
perfonSIk upon whofe account he had forfeited the efteem and 
affedio^of his fubjeds. Coj-Uz, wbofeown fentiments co- 
^incided wuh the emperor^s, but with different views, readily 
agreed to the propofition of quitting Mexico, and willing to 
put afft ad if neceflity on the footing of refped and obe- 
dience to th6> royal mandate, replied, that it was both his in- 
clination and duty to pay an entire refignation to the will of 
bis imperial majefty ; without entering into the motives of 
his refollition, or lofing time in reprefenting the intfonve- 
met>oies that might cnfuc ; /jthat it would give him great 
^ uncafinefs to part from his r>yal perfon, until he was fully 
affured of the obcdknjneq^^ his fubjeds, cfpe''<ally as the de- 
claration of the i>pbility, ‘in f^wour of the populace, required 
the utmoft circumfpeAion ; but that fmee bis departure was 
regarded as a neceffary ftep towards a happy reconciliatk)n,> 
he had fixed his refolution immediately to march with bia 
« army 
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army to Zempoala^ only rcquefting of his majcfty tliat he 
wouikl, before his departure, oblige his vaiTals to lay down 
their arms. This be required, he bid, inore^t of coycern * 
for his majefty's perfon, than from any theiribfti- 

^ nacy gave to bimfelf, as he carrie/^^oj^n the poinwf his 
fword, and in the valour of his trj^ps, all that was iu#efl'ary 
to his own fecurity. This conceffion highly ‘^delightjp MoU* 
zumoj becaufe it%was unexpe£ted| He returned hifiacknow- 
ledgments, and fufficiently teilified^fatisfa£fionJ|^ his emo- 
iron, and the joy which fpread itfelr upon his ^untcnancc. 
rtC; refolved to oblige the general in the artic^of ordering 
his people to lay down their arms, ^t the fan/e time that h^ 
entertained doubts whether they would obe/his commands, 

of fo mbrti/^iig a ftrokc to his 


thoughts 


and dreaded the 
royal dignity 

Iff the jpidft of this conference, advii 


was brought to^ 


Cortez that the enemy were preparing ttwrenew the aflault, 
and that the garrifon was under arms. broke off imme- 
diately 5 but before he could join the troJops, the Mexicans 
had puihed with fuch impetuofity, that they gained the foot 
of the ramparts, in defpite of the utmoft endeavours of the 
Spaniards^ and the brifkeft fire from the artilleiy and mufque- 
try. Their bows mid flings were plied by the troops in th# 
rear, to beat off the Spaniards from the rampirts,*and make 
way for the vanguard to fcale the works, and pufh tRe aflault. 

In fome places they got footing within the walls j but were® 
driven back by Cortez^ wbo fame up with a referve body of 
foldiers. MoteSmfa fRought this a feafonable opportunity of 
riequitting himieJf of the promife made to Cortez. He cal- 
led for his royal robes and erSwn, and with a numcMus at- Motezu- 
tendance afeended the terrace fronting the great avc Ac, af- mzjbenvs 
ter a herald had notified with a loud voice to the M0ncan ar- himfelf to 
my, that the great MoUzuma had condefeended to fliew him- the Mexi- 
felf to his people, to inquire inta their grievarttes, afld to cans, and 
redrefs them if they were reafonable. On i^peating his is JUun. 
name the tumult immediately fubfided, every arm fell, and 
every tongue was filent: alfwere motionlefs and flill, as if 
. they were afraid to breathe in the prefence of their fo^ereign ; 
and no fooner did AJotezuma appear, than many bent the Vnee, 
and great numbers proitrated th\mfelves on the ground, from 
the habit of pajtfng him the adolhi^ioj^ due to the Divinity. 

He call his eyes over the whojp nniltjtude| and then fixing 
them^upon fome of the nobility, he called them by their 
names to draw nearer, and honoured them with the title of 
I friends and kinfmen. His fpeech began with acknowledg- 
ment for the affection they exprcflei} by this endeavour to 
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procure his liberty. He was far, he declared, from vonR^ 

• jlering thcif^al a$ a crime, although it was injudicioufly 
Concfcdled. ^^hey were wrong in believing that any vio- 


concfcdled. 

lencA or condr^tM^as offered to his will ^ his refidence 
amopy* the Spaniards WuT altogether voluntaiy ; but on any 
event ^heir pi^'ccedings d^^ight to have been directed by his 
orders.^! He told them, however, that he would not tecri^ 
minate, '\tLecaufc he was tenfible of their 'good intentions; 
t)ut as thc^iaufe was atfOr removed, and he had given orders 
for the Spaniards to depart from his court immediately, ajnd 
entirely evacc ate his country, he hoped they would f( t the 
example of obidience to the ftrangers, lay down their arms, 
Gcafe all tumultai cf)meto his couit, and receive ample tefU- 
inony of his grititude, clemency, and pardon. When he 
^ ifiniflied his harajlgwe, no oiie«Jrdd the couiage to reply. All 

were aftoniflicd tC) find the emperor overflowing^with klnd- 
* nefs, where they jcxpe£ted the chaftifement of his indigna- 
tion j others wepl< to fee the fame prince, who ufed to com- 
mand like a God^ facing with the fervility of the mofi ab- 
je£l of his flaves. But this fufpenfion was in a few minutes 
fucceeded by violent commotions, and the ftorm feemed to 
^redouble by the (hort remiffion. Fear was fuddenly con- 
verted into fup', and profound refpeftinto the moft infolent 
contempt. Some of them called aloud that he ought to rc- 
^ fign thefeeptre and diadem for the diftaff and fpindle ; and 
their injurious language, and opprobrious cxpreflions, were 
fucceeded by loud Ihouts, -andyhcii by a.g^neral difeharge of 
arrows. Two Spanijh foldicrs, who flood near the emperor, 
endeovoured to protecSl him with their (hields, but all their 
care iipuld not prevent his being hit by a ftone in the temple, 
which'ffi’adlured his flcull, and laid him fpeechlefs on the 
ground ; upon which event the whole army fled in the ut- 
mo{^ confj-ifion, as if they imagined the vengeance of hea- 
ven muft purfue them for the terrible facrilege of laying 
violent hands on their fovereign, Cortez^ greatly chagrined 
at the unfortunate accident, ordrred the emperor to be imme- 
diately carried to his apartment, and his wounds to be drefled ; 
but Motezuma no fooner recovered his fpcech and fenfe*s, than " 
lie fefufed all afliflance, ant^ grew fo impatient with refent- 
ment, that it was found »3^Jccirary to confine his arms, for 
he tore away with fur/ cf fery application made to his wounds, 
and died of grief and indignation, rather than the ccnle- 
guenccs of his woui!rd, about three days after. 

Moteao- It is affirmed that Cortez ufed his utmoft endeavours to». 
ma’j oha- prevail upon Motezuma to embrace chriftianity, as he lay on . 
his death bed; he joined intrcatics to perfuafion, butwith- 
" ^ \ out 
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Ac emperor would hearken only tp^e i{i£{ates 
of revenge, and he yielded up hh laft breathy^iffi impious 
• imprecations upon his own fubje£ls. Thus ^qed • 

^ may a prince of great penetration, fublilty^viM valoiitt who 
wanted nothing but favourable circq^^/rrcaffces add edportu^ 
nity to difplay all the qualities ^ a monarch. pi.^enius 
was martial, his uriderilanding |blid, hls^pl^rts Qtiftk, and 
his intelledls cUar, refined, anc| tnarily, for anhmtutored 
' barbarian, In perfon he hjd w^^ nine glorioi^battlcs iii 
^he open plain, and by dint of ciunrfihg and va)|&r heraifeS 
nlmfelf to the firft dignity in (he empire. He^as naturally 
liberal, juft, and temperate ; but intoxicateAwith hi^ clevst 
tion, and poifoned with the luxury of dcfp^ifm, he became 
haughty, cruel, fevere, lafeivious, and ippreffive. Every 
beauty in his dominions was facrificed to fits luft, his juftice 
degenerated into rigpur, hi^liberality to tpprqffiofi, artel his 
magnificence into prbfufion.- His gifts M generolity were 
fupported by tyranny, his favourites were regarded as the 
fcourges of the people j in a word, his ^virtues Were chiefly 
exerted in a private, his vicesjri a publip capacity. ‘Had hfe 
hever afeended the throne, he* might have died belotred, re- 
fpeifed, and judged worthy of the royaf diadem. ‘ 

The Spaniardmn general lamented the unforturiate death 
of this prince, whofe liberality and munificence they had fo 
frequently experienced ; but Cortez was chiefly afftSed, both 
on account of his perfonal regard, andbecaufehe forefawajj 
the cohrcque nces. with r^fpeft to * hiS prefent fituation. The 
greater pars <JT*WS 'Bengns wSTe founded on the voluntary 
of Motezwna \ this profpeft now vatiifhed, and 
be found it neceffary to foilTi an entire new plan, th#ifiue of 
which appeared extt'emely precarious, as it was W^lly built 
on the fuppofitioft that he fhould be able to fubduc^e Mexim 
cansy on the arrival of fuccours Uom Spain-y an<^et the fuc- 
cefs of his application to the court was yet cj^abtfoi. Im- 
mediately he ordered the royal corpfe to be carried into the 
city by feveral perfons of (he greateft diftinflion, among whom 
were included the prieftsVho had been taken prifoners, all 
of fihem witnefles \\idX. Motezuma fell by the hands of bis 
own people, oii^.ers to acquaint the princes at 

the head of the fa^ion, I'nlhis name, that he hadTebt the 
body of thfiii* lafte fovercign^^p^rdered by. thetr rebellious 
I ^raftices, which enof moos gave freflh right to the 

' jufffee of his vcngeanci ; *that, Jjefoft his d^ath, 

%uma had requefted hinT, with the imoft prefling rtiftances, to 
revenge his death, and to chaftHe their wicked rebellion; 
but lhat as he regarded their ihfurtcdilon as the cfte£l of 
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1uty> he more offered peace, that the innocent might 
not ^ invcjp^d in the punifhment of the guilty : that he 
was leady to?.coltet tcit any rcafonablcagrecmtot j but if they 
reje£n^ his propofal, hefitated about the repentance 6f 
'iheir'^raomour crime, thfy muft expei^ to be treated with 
the UtmOT rigour of his (arms. He would lay wafte and 
deftroy ^eir city, and t^ch them the difference between 
hoftilities h^erely defenfWe, and a declaration of V.*ar in de- 
fence of juWe, and for the chaftifement of cruelty, and 
the facrilegiohs' murder of their lawful monarch. 

The body of Motezuma was no fooner obferved by the 
Mexicans^ than^’iey approached it with all the appearance of 
iiorror, mingled pith reverence, as was ohferved from the 
walls. They th^w down theyr arms, quitted their ppfts, 
and began a lamentable yell, which foon diffu&l over the 
whole c4yj and n^de it one feene of weeping and lamen- 
tation. Tor the w;hole night thefe expreffions of grief con- 
tinued ; but they yielded in the morning to the tumultuous 
joy of feeing the thione occupied by a new emperor, whom 
they had defied ; yet Rill they paid the.due refpeeft to the 
remains of thei’r late fovereign. De Solis takes pains to vin- 
dicate the humanity of xht Indians frorn the afpeifions of 
fomc Spanijh writers, who alledgc, that after the firft trans- 
ports of grief and furprize were fubfided, they dragged the 
Dody round the ftreets, mangled it in the mod barbarous 
manner, and even extended biR-wwes and chil- 

dren. On the contr-»ry, one author affirms, th^ they be- 
wailed the death of their prince as an unfortunate accident, 
in whic^v their intention bad no ihare ^ that they conveyed 
the corp^ with great folemnity, imd funeral pomp, to the 
tnountaiiAif Chapuiltapqque^ where it was ufual to pay the 
laft duties, apd preferve the afhes of their kings ; and that 
they renewed their lamentations with fuch appearance of 
finccrity, as left no doubts of their veneration for thje me- 
mory of their fovereign. 

It was a ftrong prefumption of the deepimpreffion wrhich 
Atotezma^s accident made on the irbnds of his people, that, 
forthethree days of his illnefs,^hcy had fufpended all hollili- 
ties, in which inaflive ftate ttey continued till his laft obfe- 
quies were performed, ^^rera^ indeed, fpebks as if they 
never ceafed their attacks upon the Spanijh quarters, 

Certiz began his retreat ; wt prefer the authority of De 
Soh\ who is much more accurate, diftinft, and probable, 
in his relation* According; to this writer, all that fpace of 
time was employed in lumentations, the eleftidn of a new 
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Sovereign (who proved to be ^ilc^acax 
fa) the funeral of the deceafe^rince, i>nd fi^akitig pre- 
parations for renewing their aflaiilts upon quar-* 

ters. Early in the morning fucceeding of mdote^ 

%umay the ftreets round (he Spanijh iyjhs.1%^8 w/t i^ll^ with 
foldicrs, and the towers of a gre^t temple awemt mong\y 
garrifoned, as from this fituatioj they co*iW^ann 4 y /be Spe- 
^/arisfs in the pajace. The ftai^leading to this f)pipie con- Tify n* 
fitted of a hundred fteps, by th^dcs of whict^tfome large new their 
jtowers were ereAed. Hcre^five hundred Mexiff^n poblemen attach* 
placed themfelves, with a refolution to maintai;i their ground 
againft all the power of Cortez j for which j^rpofe they had 
laid in provifions for a knowing it v/as of the utmpft 
importance to the Spaniards to diflodgo them. In this they 
difcovered their penetration and military knowledge. It was 
fh^firft ^empt of Qortez^ Ivho committH the attack'Vpon 
the temple to Efcobir^ at the head of mear two hundred 
Spaniayds, This officer began the aiTauIt with great fury> 
and maintained it with obftinacy; but hi^was repeatedly re- 
pulfcd by the Mexicam^ who tumbled dojVn large ftones, and 
large beams, fiom the top of tlie temple, upon the heads of 
the Spaniardi^ at the fame time that they cohered them with ■ 
Ihov^ers of darts md arrows. EfLobar was reticatmg in cog- 
fufion, when he was reinforced by fome Spgniands and Tlaf^ 
calansy fent from the referve corps by Cortez^ whc^confulting 
only the impulfes of an ardent courage, ordered a Ihield to 
be tied to his woundcdarnjjand advanced, fword-in-hano^ 
among the eWftmy, upo n the ftait^^of the 

Sofiipirr^'is followed and well fupported by hisfoldicts, ani- 
mated by hi<; example, and^fo foitunate that he g/ned the 
latt ttair, the rails of the upper court, and at laft temple, 
after having cut^the Sulk of the garrifqn in picM. tfpon 
this occalion it was that the attempt was made l^two Mext* ^ 
cans to throw tbcmfelves, with Cortez^ from t|rc higljcft part 
of the temple upon the pavement \ an aj£t of gallantry^ and 
“parriot fpint, not to be furpafled in hjftory. *The moft im- 
portant confequence flowing from the redudion of this 
body of obllinate trootJ, was the feafonable acqulfition of 
provifion It brought to^c Spaniards. The garrifon had pro- 
vided for a long fiege, and ^ortez now ordered all tiecelTa- 
rics of life to be tranfported the palace, as he could not 
tfdivi^ his little army by garrifonffl| the temple. This bufi- 
committed to the Vlafcalajjs^ tnd with his Spmtijb 
foldicrs battened to theflrcct of Tdeubaf where hc^pcrceived 
the reft of the army was hntly engaged. The cavalry brok^ 
thiciufh the multitude, ctippling, wouuding, flayingi tramp- 
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try tbin^, ntvcr lofing a ftrokc* or fyrgtithig 
fence) and Efcobar\ infantry found it no diffi'* 
f^mpleat the defeat : hut Cortez^ in the heat of ' 
eilSj^mfelf fo far, that it being impoffible ta 
irefieT'his way to another flreet, where he 
e/ih^ld meet with lefs refiflance, and feafonably 
;iip a cohfufed bocly of Indiaff^^ who were dragging 
lend the fecr^sury D^ero. Coftez immediatefy 
troop witl^uch knpetuofity, that he gave hia 
lortunity of difengaglng himfelf, and making 
ard, which the Indiam had overlooked in diC 
arming hihi, mih which He made way with terrible flaughter, 
to his horfe anot lance, and then joining Cortex^ the two 
friends pafled theUl/eet on a full gallop, through muhitudes 
of tjje enemy, uflil they joine^^ their own forces ; an action 
which Cortez alw^s mentioned, as onfi-of the mc^ fortunate 
and ,dcfpcrate of by life. Py this time the enemy were fly- 
ing before the Sp^ar^ards in every ftreet, but it was impoffible 
to purfue the vidtccy without deferting their quarters. Cur- 
iez ordered a retreat to be founded, aAd hoped he had by this 
inftance of fuperior ability and courage, at leaft intimidated 
the MexiMns Aom renewing the attack fuddcnly, efpecially 
is the flaughter was prodigious ) their hdufes, temples, and 
other edifices w^re burnt to the ground, and the lofs on the 
fide of the Spaniards wholly confiding of a few bruifed and 
fwounded, in a manner no way dangerous. It is affirmed, 
that fo much were the Mexic^p i4 l k ^ J[ s\ v^ s ^ oniflied at the 
gallant «llault in thc.,t?gri)pfe, that all the partiltii'’ra.,af^lhc 
adion were recorded in a paiqting, that afterwards caine 
into th£ bands of the Spaniards, 

NEXVday, after this engagement, Mexicans made 
overturcfVf peace in the name of the new emperor, upon 
condition lrS3t the Spaniards would immediately repair to 
their g^xat Andes on the coad of Zempoala^ and quit the 
imperial dom^ions, threatning, in cafe of refufal, the jut- 
mod vengeance of an incenfed people ; and faying, that as 
they had now fully difeovered that the Spaniards were not 
immortal,^ they were obftinatcly A^rermined to effefiihcir 
dedru^on, though the death eveiy Spaniard {hoxx\A coll 
them the lives of thourands,^ter which there would dill re- 
Qiain a fufficient numbgt;^ p celebrate theviAory. Thefe 
prOpofals gave fatisfaftionjHbut^dr/^z refolving to 
^he was not to be intimidated into conceffion, replied, that 
'tie was d) well acquainted with the fuperior valour of his 
troops^ as to make no doubts about his being able to^edroy 
siotoiily^tbe city .of Mexico^ but the whole empire, with hrs 
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pfcfisht force; yet moved with the calamities 

had already fuffered, through their obftinacy^ h^jlf as deter«' 

Ihined to de|)art, his bufinefs there being end<^)witb ^he 
^eath of Mote%unia^ wrhere friendlhip and Iibcrai^ hadhde^- 
f^tairied him beyortd either expe£lation or incliiaSoii :/and 
Aat he would execute this defign, as foorias^e Vi^fary 
I pWiminary articles fettled, alW the^jf^er dip|fitiofi 
^m^e for his mirch, anH^accod^odation on tnd road. 
However, as the Mexuans ihade ^eir propofalaf’with an 
jnfidious view, they foon came to nothing. Cct^fez difco- 
vered, that their intention was to block him up in his quai'* 
ters, and flarve him into fubmiflion J a new n^ethod of car- 
rying on war in Mexico, but the heft conttive J to anfwer the 
purpofe, as the Spaniards were., at this tifhcv but ill fupplied 
with provifion, and no way prepared to fland a fiegc.or 
blockade, ’^he out-gyards difccvered, thajl the enemy kept 
at a greater diftance than ordin-^y, were^cver diligent and 
circumfpeft, and eagerly employed in dig^fing trenches, and 
creding works for the defence of the pafl'ct over the canals. 

It was likewife obfervedj they were cutting down the bridges 
on the great caufeway, and all communication with the 
road leading to Tlufcala\ a proceeding which fifillv difeovered 
their defigns, the itftcflity, and, at the fame time, the dan-^ 
ger of a retreat. • * 

CORTEZ now aflemblcd a council of war, in* which it Cortez 
was maturely deliberated, wnether an immediate departurejfer/nj 
from Mexico wa^ si^s^^ient in the prefent HXM^’^planfnr 
ti on of aff virff and what werelB?" 3 »ftft probable ^eans 
of accomplithing this meafure with fuccefs ? The firl^oint 
debal»ed was, whether they mould march out of Mitko by 
nighti or at tnid-d^, 2 «id in the face of the enemy j|[ They 
were divided in opinion, and probable argumcnt|^ere of-, 
fered in defence of both fidcs of the qucftion|^ut a ma- 
jority of votes appeared in favour of the firft of thefomea- 
jTujs^: it was accordingly refolved the retreat ^ould begin 
that very fame night, befofjjc the enemy Ihould have finiflied 
^11 the 4^orks intended ^ obflruft their paffage. Cortez, 
^<^ho(e^ind was provi^it as his heart was intrepid, had 
ordered a bridge v>f b^ms planks to be made, whi^h 
was now fini(hed, and might 5e carried on the Ihoulders of 
forty men. 3Phis was intended^p^c laid over the pafs of 
and was conftrii£leain a qpanner capable of 
Supporting the weight of all the h^^rfe and artillery. Hb 
would have made two more bridges for the other openings ; 
but, a%^he men infilled upon their immediate departure, 
influenced by the prediction of one QoUllo, a fuppofed aftro- 
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loger the troops, there uras no leifurc to c^xecute tht 
btiiinersfi^t ms, thereFore, propofed, that the rame bridge 
* f ihould l^removed from one opening to another, withoM< 
refledinn un the oppofidon which might be inade by th^ 
enc^y, atifl the difficulty which muft neceiTarjly attend the 
attempt/ Vo cover his defign, Cortez thought it convenient 
to K^prup RiA;\ppear?oi:c of rencwin^,inc negotiation ; fj\ 
whicllvjjurpofc he fent aijother i 5 .:L.Tcnger ^o the city, tojflc- 
mand ai\^anfwer to his prj^pofals, with power of making 
certain derations, if required ; and the intermediate time 
he emplo^^d in difpofing every thing for his journey. Thcii 
inftruftions were given to the officers, and the circum- 
Hi logins fpeflion ufcdyto provide againft all contingencies. The 
kts march van was compo/cd of two hundred Spaniards^ fupported by 
in the a choice boJy ipf Tiafuiliim^ and twenty hoife, under the 
cohdudt of Sm^valy and folne of tjic beft o/pcers. ' The 
rear-guard, conA/lmg a’fo of a juft mixture of horfe and foot, 
f was entrufted to jfharado^ and ^uanVelaqncz. In the centre 
were placed the three fons of MoUzuma^ the Mexican nobi- 
lity taken prifoners, the artillery, baggage, and the reft of 
the army, except a choice corps referved under Cortez^ in 
perfon, to relieve thofe who were prefied, and aft agreeable 
,to circumftances. He then caufed alUthc gold and jewels 
to be brought ,\nto his apartment, and after fepar^ting a fifth 
for the king out of the moft portable and convenient, he 
^ determined to leave the remj^inder, amounting to feven hun- 
dred thoufand pieces of oight^^jugreyto the enemy, faying, 
that would be xo' employ in the gra- 

tific^ion of avarice, which ought to be left irfctrfur^thc 
defen'^j5 of life and reputation. Finding the foldiers were 
difcoui iged with the thoughu of abandoning fo much trea- 
fure, htqfaid, that they were not fo Ic upon it as loft, 
‘fince his^ia\tention was fpeedily to renew the enterprife, in 
fuch ^ ma^er, as would infallibly fecure fuccefs, and re- 
deem their treafures with double intereft ; giving them, at 
the fame time, to underftand, that he would not be oflfefTtfed 


if they carried off as much gold as they could, without in- 
convemepce; a permiffion of th^j, moft fatal conlcqwencc, 
many loading themfelves with/jootyi in fqch a manii^V, that 
, they ^cre unfit for fcrvice. » 

. At midnight the Spanic'^s marched filpPtJy out of their 
^^'^quarters, laid the bridg5%^er the firft canal, and paflW 
th^rni without mplcftatlpn ;^but the intention of rcmovnfj^ tht 
mitUs other canals was fiuftratcd. The weight of 

Gccom- *1^® artillery and the horfes forced it fo deeply in th^nd and 
f I, foes his Hones, that it was found impoiSWc to move it. ^or, in- 
furf^g. 2 ' 



j3ecd{ vnsi there leifure to execute the deitgiit 
cameS^hat the enemy were in their rear, and alll^inediati^y 
^ob io arms, and flood on their defence. T>2e Mixuam 
with the utmoft addrefs, difpofcd every tjfi/ig fiwf the 
rdeyruflion of the Spaniards. With diflembied KtWity^^y 
^narrowly watched ^very motion, diftributed tJ^irVroygs in 
I moft convenien\jfi^l^ and no ^15•ga•^*^Re attaicl4 con- 
^tr»y to the prevlilingliJjl^ftitioit of the country, in the 
middle of the night, when tn^ wer^> Icaft expeSied. Eveiy 
fide of the ccufeway was covered with canoes ; and Cortez^ 
with all his men, muft, in defpite of their valour, have fallen 
a facrifice to the refcnlment of thofe barbarians, had they 
continued the engagement with the fame regularity and 
order obferved in the firft attack ; but dlTcipline foon yield- ' 
ing to fury and impetu<5fity,^they niefled ?n tumultuou^y. 
The canoc«rowded^on each other, and were daflied in 
pieces againfl: the caufeway ; and little elfe remained for the 
Spaniards^ than to kill and flay this naked, difordcrly multi- 
tude. Even this exhaufted their ilrength and fpirits, when 
a frefli attack, in front,* required a farther exertion of their 
valour. Great numbers of Indians^ impatient of delay, had 
flung thcmfelves in the water, and fcrambled "up the caufe- 
way at fomc difta!(tc, where the Spaniards were to pafs,* 
formed thenafelves into tolerable order, and«obli|ed Cmez 
to prefent a double front, and renew the cngagemcht. Ac- 
tuated by defpair, Spaniards ntm fought with futh irre-« 
fiftable impetupfit ^ ^^ tlj iai. to fuftain the Ihock of# the 

fw ords and Sf^rms. the , 33 iay, wcrcfor^d 
witHTncrcdible flaughter, and forced to plunge in ejowds 
into the water, by which fevcral thoufands pcrifhed./ii&r- 
rera fays, the car|^age«was fo great, that the cai^l was 
choaked up with dead bodies, where they ferved bridge, 
on which the army pafled over j but, bcfidcs tjp improba- 
bility of this circumftance, it is obfervable that tfic Spaniards 
had already pafled over the firft chafm in dv caufeway; 

It was/'therefore, the fecopjl pafs v^hich they were now dif- 
puting ; jfnd here de Solis cAferves, they found a beam of fuf- 
iMeiu J^dth, which had neglet^d cuttitig away, 

this the»foldim p^d over in files, guiding; th^ 
horftf throughftflj-watcr by thtf bridles. 

In this manifer the vanguard ^^^ver the fccond breach, 
r^^ was hard prcflrd by the epemy; to relieve 
^hich, Cortez returned wjth fevet^i tfficers. Immediately 
he Ordered the artillery to be thrown in the water, and 
employi^all his people in repiflfing the aflault. It was 
dreadful to hear the piteous lament^ions of the Spaniards^ 

breathing 




^ Wfiory of Atnerkfii 

bfeathrnc^ ^thtif laft, mingled with the Ihouts of 
anSi andWtjpecially as the exceifivc darkuefs of the^ night 
prevehted\fl poilibility of giving fuccour. Many wctjt 
others feN Into the hands of the Mexicans^ and all was 
fun%in, d/eim, and anguiOi. However, the' valour of Ccrte^-'^ 
fav|<l manj^ves ; he pieicedy with five horfe, into the midil- 
of tn^! enemy^^^^nd «^p?ned a path ^o;^*'fiis own tncn, ^ 
were in the greateft diArefs. ^i^^baradot, who was on^hc> 
oppofite fide of the fare^h, /ii'’the caufeway, owed his lift 
to his own agility, having, with an aftonifliing leap, afliftcd by 
his lance, cleared the pafs, which, to this day, is diftinguifli- 
cd by the name of Alv&rado's Leap \ others, who endeavoured 
to follow his example, plunged into the water and periflied, 
while fome of lefi refolution fulFtrtd themfelves to be made 
prifoners. Exr^emely fortunate it was, , that the remaining 
Spaniards^ fatigued, exhauftetl, and difphited jtdth tht mif- 
fortunes of their companions, met j^ith no oppofition at the 
laft breach, over which the foldiers waded on account of the 
(hallownefs of the waters. Upon this, CorU% halted in the 
neighbourhood of Tacubay to give ^ime for thofc who could 
cfcape from the battle to join the army, •and like wife to 
refrefli his p'^ople j nor was the precaution unncceflary, as 
c fcveral Spaniards and Tlafcalans were that means faved. 
Yet ftilhthCf^ofs was very confiderable. Upon muftcring 
the troops, it appeared, that above two hundred Spaniards^ 

^ a thoufand Tlafcalansy and forty fix horfes, had either been 
killed or taken by the enemy ; .^nd it wa s afterwards known 
?11 the prifqnej>‘« f2crifice37*'‘'"iiJnd»S^all the artil- 
lerj\ baggage, and treafure, was either loft or fallSl hrto^thc 
handfof Mexicans. Cortex wept with anguifli, efpecially 
at th^nfortunate end of fome of his braveft officers, among 
whomV'as Diego Vetaquez^ his faithful ftiend, who had de- 
ferred intereft of his relation the governor, to follow 
the fprtunJPof a man, whofe valour he efteemed and imi- 
tated. Never did he ftand fo much in need of his magna- 
nimity and refolution to temper his grief, which he no fooner 
vented by a flood of tears, thait^ fummoning up a?T his con- 
ftancy, .he animated his mcn,^l^d dirpofedthem^^cpprofe^- 
cute their march to Tacuba^ yfherV'-he troops werc^ell En- 
tertained, greatly contrary to expefiation. , \y 

As it niay appear extraordinary, that Thould 

now have dropped tHB^ptirfuit, and fufferedv V 

to crofs the laft breach in tfle caufeway unmoU^ftSof/^Vna/ 
be proper to account for their Obnduft; although Herrera 
relates, that they kept up a perpetual attack qdt:e to Ta^ 

" oubain 



Hijtery of Africa,' 

Wc find in De SpHsj that amon^ the flrirt vjrttt tlscMotexu^^ 
Motezumoj detained hy the Spaniards^ whgfe bodies 
difcovered in the morning, as they werA tripping 


fuba^ Wc find in De SpHs^ that among the flj 
fons (jLMetezumaj detained by the Spaniards^ \ 
ibc im^ns difcovered in the morning, as they w 
|he ^!cd and wounded. They flood amazed, and con- 
ffbujped at the fhocking fpe£laclc of three princes of the 
felioP, murdered by the fame hands that broijght on the 
o^th ot their foveS^n. They beljgldthcnj^«^ the^ 4 )lme 
re'^rence (hewn tljenr^Mfee lifc-time^orfheir royal father. 

'^Thofe who firft faw the nrA^gled |f)odies drew back, that 
others might approach, and dll were (ilent with furprize. 

When the fad news fpread among the troops, they were 
feized with terror, not doubling br|; the vengeance of the 
gods would fuccecd this rt petition of their facrilcge. A 
pannic difFufed through the whole, and jclion immediately 
ceafed. Their re^nitmcnt fo; the Spamarrls was abforbed 
in grtef for jJjeir own^uilt, aisd pity for^ the unhappy fate^of 
the innocent princes. ^ii account of this melancholy event - 
was fent by the chiefs to the new emperor; and he, forced to 
afFciS a (hare in the general defpondency, ordered the army 
to halt, tliat the laft dpties might be paid. to the deceafed, 

Inftead, therefore, of purfuing Ihc Spaniards^ a funeral pro- 
ceffion was begun, by which means Cortez was allowed time 
to draw off in th^nanner we have deferibed* a.)d to reach 
Tacuba. In this rcfpeil the circumftance provctj fortunate"* 
to him, though he greatly lamented the loit of tlje princes 
put of pecfonal regard, and becaufe he founded part of his 
future hopes on their claim to the imperial diadem, and ihe^ 

•ftrong fadtion-tlremA^ence nilgHtj/prm among the Mexicans. 

V/hli^ Cortez had retreftied his rKfea"ty‘aThorrRay^c 
proceeded on his march before the Indians fhouldXenew 
their attacks. He had not marched far when fcver/l fmall 
corps ol Indians vpcre ften at a diftance, as harbingnife to the 
main army. Their numbers continually incre^^ in pro-' 
portion as they gained ground on the Spaniards ; and in a 
little time they amounted to a confiderable army, thaf began 
a (harp engagement, which obliged Cortez towder the fire- 
arms aad crofs-bows to fsrm a front in the rear, and keep Difficulty 
^ corneal difeharge to/l^ver the reft of the forces. The of utreat^ 
^orfg oo, fallicd ouf,^aV^^ade great (laughter; but as the 
c3S^ wiiiidjj^nUnually multiplying, and there was no pfece 
dfretreau^J^Oanger appeared as great as ever, and the 
tired of rcpulfing'^iwthout conquering. Their 
almoft exhauftrt, and theii fpirits quite funk, 

^^en mrtez obferved tower upoif an eminence, at fomc 

^ Dec. ii. lib. viii. cap. 3. 
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4illaiicf» which be refolved to gain poileffion as ^"con* 
venient place of reft; but there were almoft infurmi^^itable 
in the execution of this fcheme. He waiioblljg*^ 
ed to keep a front to the enemy, and continue iig\tine 
while hejafcended a fleep hill. At length he overcmmL 
all obftru^on, gained the tower, and here found the\^-\ 
vaiitajges a^ijh he '^xpcdcd of a def^lolc retreat : a f|,w . 
provinons IcftfetuiuJ^Df the fu^;*so ^iefts, proved a l^h 
regale to the hungry Tlafcalans^ though a very 

final] portion fell to the^a^ of each. The Mexicans did 
not venture to afeend the eminence ; but they furrounded it, 
as if with intention to blockade the tower, of which Cortez 
was greatly afraid, until he faw them take the road of Mexi- 
coj at the approach of night. Immediately he placed cen- 
tinels to guard agSinft furprize, ordered fires to be lighted, 
fciji t^e foldiers to relt, drefled the wouifSed, and frequently 
relieved the watches, that all might^'njoy an ?^ual fhare of 
refrcfliment, while himfelf deliberated with his principal 
officers concerning their future proceedings. A variety of 
propofitions were made ; but, what in the end gained uni* 
vcrial approbation, was the general’s own opinion, that 
they (hould march the fame night, the fpace of two or 
three league.^, in order to gain ground upon the enemy. 
■This refoluiion was put in pradtice after the troops were 
fomewhat rcfi^rftied by a ftiort fleep of two hours. The 
march was continued for the whole night, amidft per- 
petual alarms from the furrounding peafants, who had af* 
fcmbled in fmall parti<^s>hnJ^gJrt ]i»ii(i^,iiy>»crjuption ; and, 
by%e'i«^4Tiiv,g; ^errCp^iards reached a village advantage- 
ouflyVtuated, where they met, with refrelhmenis of pro- 
vifion efficient to ftay the craving of appetite for that day. 
Here t|cy fixed their quarters for night, and next 
day pum^d their journey through a barren, rough, and 
rocky counVy, keeping at a diflance from the great road, 
and ptfrfevernig in their march under the united calamities 
of fatigue, th/rft, and hunger, feeding upon herbs, . roots, 
and the flcfli of one of the horfer that perifhed. The fol- 
diers animated each other, necctoy whetted their|v4)our^^ 
ind the htpc of ending all them^nn^ies at TlafcatdtiSi^x^^i 
:hcir fpirits under the fcvcrcll trials. Thi? f(!Copd dayv^;jhi- 
sorious march ended at a village, where ix^^^^^niards. il^eio 
received with a fufpiciowyciviiiry, the inhal^jit!^^not onlji 
freely giving thenj all the ptovifion of whicrfvth 
^fiefled, but alfo borrewing large quantities fronl&e adja* 
rent villages, infomuch that the half-famifhcd fol^rs De« 

^an to forget all their paft fufferings in the prefenr%njoy- 
• 'ment. 



ment^ withoot the leaft refle<aion upon the contbqticncei of 
their ficpricy. In fa6l, this was a ftratagem of the Mm<- 
^ ems toKlind the vigilance of Cortez^ which^ however^ithey 
dnclMQ by their own eagerilefs and fimplicity, Donna 
Kfai^a hiard them frequently repeat, “ Go on, tyrants, to 
at place where you will quickly perilh ; W^rds which 
^e applied to i^^lafcalans^ chi’igc 

li^t have happened riJr^i'VjafFeciions of raS ‘republic, while 
Tortez inferred that an ainbVpde |yas*laid on the way by 
which they muft pafs. 

Having fufficicntly recreated themfelves, and recruittd Tie *wMi 
their exhaufted ftrength by reft and fu^en^mcc, the Spaniard'. Mexican* 
proceeded on their journey, climbing up the high moun- army df 
tain by which they were to defeend to the valley of Otumba.f^^^^din 
Scarce had the van reached the fummit, when feme foldieis valley 
were Jifpatched to The rear, with advice to CorteZy that the ^ ^tom- 
enemy occupied the tj^le valley, and blocked up all the * 

pafles with an incredible multitude of people. This was 
the fame army that had purfued them to the temple, re- 
inforced by frefh troops,^ and other commanders, and com- 
pofed, as appeared, of the ftrength of the whole Mexican 
empire. It was the laft effort to deftroy the Spaniards^ i 
and it was determ^cd to make fure of vifltfry, as far as 
depended upon numbers. The front took up t|ie whole® 
breadth of the valley, and the depth reachSd be);pnd the 
horizon, although beheld from an eminence. The qpfigns 
of a great variety of nations waved in the air, and in the • 
centre of the mukiftcc’s was diitlr.ginfticd the captain- gener^ 
fupported upon the fhoulders of Indiana IffTTlPh 
which was eic^led the royal ftandardof Mexico^ which^uld 
only be entrufted into the hands of the commander ir chief. 

Nothing could excised Ih magnificence this ftandar^4| com- 
pofed of a net-work of mafly gold, fixed upon y^olid ftaflF* 
of the fame precious metal, and adorned wij^ beautiful 
plumes of various colours. It was always furround^d by 
a choice body of the nobility, as upon the fortune of the 
ftandard depended vidory ^ defeat ; the lofs of it elTcntially 
grovii^ fecifive, and the r^icam never believing themfeives 
‘ defeated, retained in their Ifands this 

epip gynj |f>tfejj^h^our and vaj^our. Such a fpeSacIe couid 
— nof ratf^ formidable to a handful of men already 

TA*^n thfidwi^fcol finking under •apirisfortune j but, inftead 
it ferved onlyno inflame ihe courage of the 
f Spaniard fwho were fuHy perfuadetf that now the enemy 
made thlir laft pufh, and that upon the iflue of this affair 


their fate. 


Cojciez examined the countenance of 
• hU 



jbts- foUierfiift Iti4 finding them eager to engage» ciieOoudf 
Oirr qiw is how come to ehatpafs, that We mufj con- 
quer of die: the caufe of our God fights for us/V After 
Whic^ he extended his front, and united the cavalriTcn tl-w 
tvings to the centre of the army, giving ^charge to| the 
former tOLbe careful of the rear and lanks. In this qrder 
he ru(hed ^pon the enemy, after a general and fortunTitl' 


dilcharge of tiia..<fif%4r..>is and croftjho' 
Mexican battalions in front r^ i ^clc 


< 4 ^ 

ws 


, which made 'ne 
Gin the fecond J?nc. 


The confequent difordc^ wa^liappily improved by the caval- 
ry, who penetrated into the midft of the enemy, and bore 
down all befoie them, clearing a path for the infantry to 
follow. The Tlafcalct^is imitated the Spaniards^ fought with 
defperatc fury, and with infatiable thirlt Mexican blood. 
The flaughter W 2 iS dreadful ; but, as frefh crowds fupplied 
the place of the flain and wounded, .,*the Spaniards muft 
have funk under the fatigufi of unremitting fighting, hjad 
not the valour and prefence of mir^? of the general decided 
the vidtory, and put an end to all refinance. At the head 
of the cavalry, he pulhed his way on a gallop, towards the 
royal ftandard, upon which he knew the ifTue of the battle 
depended, trampling under foot whole battalions ; and arriv- 
ing, at lengths at the corps of nobility, round tlic perfon of 
(, the captain-general, who made afuric^ s refiftance, Cortez 
left his companions to keep them in employment, while he 
made a deiperate effort, and broke quite through to the 
^ ftandird, clofed with the Mexican general, and at one ftroke 
of his lance, tumbled him mgrtally wounded out of his 

a private ff>73ier, but a gentleman 
by \{irth, had bravely followed Cortez to the fide of the lit- 
ter, ^nocked down the royal ilandard, which be gave into 
the general’s hands, and put the fpifhing ftroke to the life 
of Mexican commander. The co/iTequences were juft 
* what they expe^ed. The enemy feeing the imperial ftand- 
ard (akenj. and, not doubting but their general was either 
(lain or made prifoner, loft all courage, threw away their 
arms, fled for protedion to the neighbouring mountains, and 
were purfued with alt the rigou^fof war by the cef^querors, 
who made terrible deftru£lionJJ^Jt is affirmed by rlrtoft a'! 
the Spanijh writers, that not ids tnLa twenty xhoufan^jW^ a*/- 
chns J)eri(ncd in the field of battle \ a ci» 
extraordinary than that an army of two\*^'^&ed tifouland 
men, inflamed by lefeiitment and revenge, aVrfi^bt 
their liberty, pro^erty^ and religion, (hould be 
body of Spaniards^ not exceeding* fix hundred ai 
fiftgd by about a thoufand Tlajcmnu Both woull ^ indeed, 

\ exceed 



ated t>y i 
fifty, af- 





. 4 efx<jecd belief, were not writers unamnK)it8^ In 
wit* rcfpea to thcfc particulars{B)i Moli certainly the vidory 
obt^ed in the valley of Otumba^ was the moft celebrated 
"^cftbrded in the conqucft of Mexico^ and eaual to any wc 
mtct with in the annals of mankind. The oooty was very 
yeat, as theMa^cans had come dreffed in their richeft ^rna- 
^-|nents and appaftli as to a certain Cortez gave it 

all to the foldier%, V:ward of their valour,^ as a recom- 
pcnce for their fufferings, auitoii^enfation for the gold they 
loft in the retreat, and left at Mexico. 

Having now gained complete pofleflion of the field df 
battle, and driven the enemy to th? mountains, Cortez af- 
fembled his men, who were bufy in pillaging ; and purfued 
his march, left the enemy might have t^e to recover their 
confufion, and give him farther annoyance. He knew tjiey 
wouid not venturi jigain upon a pitched battle, but even 
their ikirmilffiTlfgTnigJ|^rove very troublefomc to them, who. 
were almoft fpent witn fatigue. He made all poflible dif- 
patch ; yet it was impoffible, that day, to gain the Mexican 
frontier, before he palfe/l which he could not expe£f pcrfe£l 
fecurity. It was neceflary to make allowance for the wound- 
ed, and to give them time for reft, after bjing exhaufted 
with lofs of blood, and continual motion and agitation for^ 
the fpace of fix (icurs. The general, thejpfoi^, poflefleA 
himfelf of nine houfes, at fome diftance from tfse field of 
battle, where he pafTcd the night, not without apprehcnfionSi;^ 
and next day found the roads quite abandoned by the enemy.. 
This day he reached the frontier Tiafca la. and 
retreat no lefs memorable than th2t*bt Xenophon^ wiap his 
ten thoufand Greeks^ had it been recorded by an eye-witncfs, 
equal in abilities to that elegant hiftorian, and renowned 
general, 'Fhc wh#le aTmy exprefled their joy and triumph 
by loud acclamations, and the Tlafcalans threw ifnemfelvca 
upon their faces, killing the ground, to exprefs «he pl^afuro 
they felt in returning vidlorious to their native country. Here 
they found tjje firft opportunity of quenching' their thirft, 
after the^toils of the battl^and fuccceding march 3 whence 


nuatc, as if St. James the apo^ 

i lle bad, likewife, on this^occ^- 
ion fought on horfeback for 
the but de Solis feems 

«(bamed to lay muck firefs upoii 
a vulgau notion, raifed by fuper* 
ftitioD, and received by crediu* 
lity. 
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they proceeded to Gualipa^ a confiderable town hciongi't^ W 
^ the republic. They were met on the road by die inl^bi- 

^ntS) who received them with open arms, accommodated 
them in their houres» and furniHied them with abundancV 
of the bed provifion which the country afforded. 
accc2;>ted the invitation; but as he couk^ not be certain ^ 
that the repuWiCuJJjH entertained the Cime friendly fentv 
ments, he quartered the^ foldier^^ith g5eat caution, and 
kept ftrift watch, as if it^ i:6untry of an enemy. 

Cortez is From Gualipa the general difpatched an account to the 
bfntturably fenate of TI(?fcaIa of his retreat and fuccefs ; but fame had 
reccive^^ by ^\xt^Ay carried the new? of his victory, without diminution 
i^^Tlafca-of his glory. The meflengers were met in the road by Ma- 
Ians. gifeatzin^ the blind Xn^tcncal^ his fon, and other nobility, dif- 
patched by the fenate, to compliment Cortez on his return 
* to their dominions, and cxtr.\ Tdinarv c<?nquefis. AI) em- 

braced him with the mofi: cordial -ndiiti]pj‘^ except the 
' young XicoUncnl^ who appeared colS and refer ved in his fa- 
lutation ; a circumftance, which at that time made no 
impreffion, though it came afterwards to be rccolIe( 5 led. They 
acquainted Cortez^ that the republic had aflembled an army 
. of thirty thorf':nd men for his defence ; and they offered, 
Should this prove infufficient, to culledi the whole ftrength 
of T/v/cjA, aad hcr.allies, to puniih tiie traiterous Mexi^ 
canl. It^ was extremely plcafing to Cortez to find that the 
, republic had retained the fame friendly difpofiiion, and he 
exprefled acknowledgments in the warmeft terms that 

He perceived, that although 
the 'T^lafcalans were now fenfible the Spaniards were not 
immortal ; yet their victory at Otumba had raifed them in 
their efieem, as the mofi gallant and valiant people in the 
,univer[e. They invited him to taklS up*his quarters in their 
city ; but'^hey willingly admitted his apology for not im- 
mediately accepting the offer, as they had determined to 
make vaft preparations for his reception, and to celebrate 
his entry wifli the fame folcmnities ufed in t^e triumphal 
proceffions of their own grncra''l^. When the day arrived. 
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which w^s appointed by the fe^tc, the caziques Ind prin- 
cipal members of the republicy^n their fenatoriarro^s, 
comp^anied by a numerous a^rendancej '•xhr obt to 
Spanijh army. Thr* road was covered rnultp^ 

people, who exprefftd cheir rongratuIatloir^'i^W^ud fhoute 
and acclam.’.tinn^, mingled ’with reproaches ^ 

eans^ and the highe:ft e'ncomiums cn the valour otJ^hc 
gers. Herrera affirms, that the number of fpwiators a- ‘ ^ 
mounted to two hundred thoufand people 3 certainV« is, that 



.the t^ftery ef JkxtAAc^ 

concourfe Was very grrat, the whole city of TkpaJa,, as 
well ^3 the adjacent towns and country^ having poured forth , 
M4heirSnhalbitant3 tOih^l^old the conquetorsof the whole power 
of Memo.- Magtfcatzxn infifted upon having Cortez for his 
'gvcftj whiI«^•thc old blind ^coteneal paid the famcxompH- 
^lyent to Alvar whofe v;^ur, ftrength,.and acftivitj^had 
been reported to him by the auxiliary iTinjia/arts, The whole 
evening was fpei?t in fcitivi tat^ and mirth, concluding in a 
dance, the diverfion of the multiTiide, whofe diforderly tu- 
multuous joy finlflied the demonftrations of their applaufe. 

U greatly increafed the cfteem conceived for the Sf^miurdsy 
that Cortez and his foldiers geherouflv* divided the fpoils taken 
at the battle of Oiumba am >ng the TLifadans ; which proved 
the more acceptable, that they wr:c tl>e fr(‘phies taken from 
their inveterate enmnies. In^hemidft of this intercourfif of 
civilities, and Tlafialanswcxt plunged into^ 

defpondency. feized with an ardent fever, in 

confeqaertce of a contufion on the fotehead, received in the 
late engagement, the perpetual fatigue he had undergone, 
and the unremitting vi|ilan:e^with which he Watched over 
the fecurity of his people. 7'ne Spaniards dreaded the ilTue 
of his malady, as upon him they retted their futnre fortune ; ^ 
and the Indians bewailed him as a hero worthy cf jmmorta- 
lity, and inferior to the gods only in thaf circurnttanje. The 
fenate aficmbled all the phyficians moft celebrated for their 
knowledge in medicinal plants in Tlafcaluy and' promifed ® 
them the higheft rewards if they fucccccied in rcftoilng 
general’s health : which they undertoxik 
that appeared well founded ; for by means of their co'Ring 
applications, and the ftrength of his natural conflitution, a 
favourable crifis was proi^Liced, and was again able to 

appear in public, to me inexpreffible joy of his owu people * 
and the republic. / 

Nor was this the only accident which happened to ditfurb 
the peaceable repofe of the Spaniards in ilafccda. Advice 
about this tirrtP arrived fi^mj era Cnezy that a corporal and 
eight Sparijh foldiers fent fonfc time fince to Tlajcala from the 
fcttlem^nj^**werc not yet rcti^ped ; and that it was reported 
Indiansyf,t\^ vfQXt maflacred in the provinoc of 
Tepe^j^^i^ fuppoffd, that the fame misfortune 

two wounded foldiers of Naf'vaez^s army, 
whc\^n^j< i^ovcry fet out irw fmall parties to join Cortez 
they confidercd as the centre of all their 
jl^ilhes. fAe general had relied upon this reinforcement, 
fuch ^piece of intelligence was of the utmoft confe- 
quencc,jracn the life of was invaluable. It 
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, was aiflerM^ids proved, that the eight foldiers had 3%;^^ 

with the treafure, and were a(3ually murdered in T^aia^ 
which province had thrown ofF the .s^i!&igiance promifed 
Cortiz^ about the time of their departure, either 'for the fake^ 
of the gold, or at the infiigath n of the M$mcanu There 
appeared a neceffity for punifting this a£t^f infidelity, al^'d|r 
reducing the proWllce, becaufe it obftrufled all intcrcourfe 
between Vera Crwzand and it fortunately happened, , 

that the republic had equal caufe of complaint againft the 
Tepeacam as Cortez himfelf, for they had lately made an ir- 
‘ ruption into the frontiers of Tlafcala. The fcnate, therefore, 

came to a rcfolution to chaftife them, in which they defired 
the afliftance of the Spaniards at the inftant when Cortez was 
deliberating how i!e fhould engage the republic in his revenge, 
j Accordingly preparations wcfe making both fides for an 

yi^/Mcxi- expedition againftthis province, wheti ^jDafesvlTtdors from the 
C 9 ns e/t’ new emperor of Mexico to the repu'lcR? arrived on the fron- 
deavor4r to ticTs^ where they waited for permiffion to advance. This 
gain the matter of aftonifhment at Tlafcala^ which had nevf r be- 

Tla^cs- been honoured with fo formal'an embafly. The fenate 

Ians /rant ignorant that the purport of it was to engage the 

republic agSinft the Spaniards \ it was therefore debated 
y CortcL. Mexicans fhould be received, and carried in the 

affirmaf^ve, ^ith tfic approbation, as is reported, of the 
Spanijh general. They entered the city with great folcmnity, 
and were introduced into the fenate with the ufual formali- 
• **^ 5 , where, in the name of the emperor, they made an of- 
ft.^ot^?pclu3i peace and friendfhip between the two nations, 
a ptc-feci freedom of commerce and community of interefis, 
on condition the republic would join the Mexicans againft 
the Spaniards ; a propofition no fooncr made, than a confu- 
fed murmur of difapprobarion was heard over the whole af- 
fembly. ^Many of the members were on the point of break- 
ing'^out into indecent expreflions of refentment againft the 
ambafladors, when one of the old fenators ftood up, and 
told them, that their requeft wa*,jcontrary to jufticc, reafon, 
and the conftant praftice of th^fepublic. No intereft could 
fcducc the Tlafcalans to violatc/^he law:, of hofpitar»^y^ or per- 
' fidLoufly betray the voluntary frieof^' ip conceived the 
Spaniards^ confirmed by exchang;t OZ^iObligsuiori^ and 
fcaled by the moft facred engagements, anfWcf WSs 

fufficient tocoiivince the Mexicans^ that the ‘4 ^*^5*** 

embaffy would not rnfwcr, and, as they feared^h^c pdpuFfr 
commotion, they withdrew privately, and P*fed with 
expedition to the frontiers. y ' ^ 

This 
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aiiSii^iAttneftt of tti<^ w«t , ,, 

trMifti{)h*to Spaniards, ^s it fibewdi the g^<J 
of th38 republic^ Nev erthelefs it was foon oifcovtted, tbat/^< 
all the members ofTIHb^ate were not equally fincere in their 
|M'ofelB<ms'bi^friend{hip/^rhc young XitoUncal eould neVcr 
forget that he^ad been Mikd by Cortez in the military art, 
upon his (kill in which he founded his higheft reputationt He 
confidcred the fi^eriority qf the general as a real in- 

jury to himfeir, and watchl%iKinj opportunity to gratify his 
revenge, which he thought offered at this junfiure. In the 
fenate he concealed his fentiments; but he reprefented pri-- 
vately to the people, that the peacq offered by the Mexicans 
was mutually advantageous, as the emperor required no other 
condition than what the fenate, for theijjown intcreft, ought 
to grant. “ Should we forgive the Spaniards, faid he, their 
^il inclination^ againtt caur religion, yet we have r^fon 
to refen fflftip^i^^vours to fubvert our conftitution and 
government, by converting into a defpotic monarchy this 
venerable republic, and reducing us under the odious do- 
minion of an empyror ; a yoke which we have broke at 
the expence of our blood, and which it grieves us to fee 
even on the necks of our bittereft enemies.” Thefe fen- • 
timents he inforced with abundance of eloquence, infomuc]^ 
that he gained (o ftrong a party, as yicoujaged.him to be- 
come more public in his declarations. The fenatqno fooncr 
had intelligence of his defigns, than they ordered him to be 
taken into cuftody, and immediately deliberated on hS 
punifhniient. Many gave it as their opinion he»de(jpitd 
death, of which number was the blind Xfcot'encaf^r^\^tTiz^ 
rable parent, who treated h^ crime as perfidious to hisifriends, 
ungenerous to ftrangers, and highly dangerous to his coun- 
try. All agreed 4hat4ie was feditious, envious, aifd guilty 
of praeftices which difgraced the refolutions of the Yenatcf, 
and ftained with difhonour the national chara£f/r ; however) 
out of refpcia for the father, they mitigated the punifhment, 
by depreeijjji^hat the criminal fooutd be brought prifoner 
to the fenate, repriiuand^ for his treachery and infotence, 
andjdeprived of his trunmeon, and other emplo^^ments, by 
the ceremony of t 'lowingNiim down the (fair of the tribunal, 
inrfmddiately Iw TeJ^Hfito difgtacc with all degrees of^oplc, 
jJjrffTaliy tSiliw /no either entertained an unfeigned friend- 
fhip for J^/faniardsy or wer^ attached only to the good 
J^XicotencaL He found himfel£ defolate and aban- 
the tnidll of Society, aneb without hopes of ireco-* 
c efteem of his country, except throtigh the inter* 
Veffion^f tbeperfon agai|^ whom all tvis pradlice^ were leveU 
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1«S; ^ Td Carto, ht ventuYGd to ais^ ky ^ 

means ^ his lofluifcnoe, wais again reftored to his emjiloy* 
ments ; which he Toon after forfeited^ with his life, for a 
repetition of his perfidy. ^ ^ 

We muft not omit another circih^ftance that ^cciyrred at 
a farther trial of the pcrfevcra/^J^c and coup^ of Cmez^ 
juft air he had furmounted the ^r>^ers planned by Xicotencaiy 
The republic was mSfking preparations to pmi(h the hoftili* 
ties committed by the z&^Coriez in his me- 

ditated revenge \ but the Spanijh foldiers, crpecially the 
troops of NatvaiZ^ very ftrenuoully oppofed a frefh expe- 
dition. Neither the arguments ufed to move their compaf- 
fion, nor roufe their indignation againft the barbarous Tqfrir- 
acans^ produced any cfFeft : the remembrance of paft fa- 
tigues rendered theni averfe to new exploits. They fighed 
after^repofe, and their poflfeflioos in C^^i'f^and flrenuopfly 
infixed they fhould immediately be Cruz^ 

in order to equip the fleet for their v J^age. Cortez aflem- 
bled them, and perceiving they Were to be influenced only 
by confiderations of intereft or of fame, he told them, that 
the enemy had fecured the pafles in fuch a manner, as ren- 
dered the march to Pera Cruz impoflibJe, except by wading 
through blood,’ and encountering the greateft difficulties and 
dangers ; tljat they mull rely entirely upon their ov^p ftrength, 
as it was ijnprobSble the Tlafcalans would lend any affiftance' 
to a /ctrpat undertaken againft their inclinations, and indeed 
dquaily contrary to the honour and intereft of the Spaniards 
and rji'e republic. In this fituation, therefore^he advifed, 
that McjTWTORrpieferve the friendftip of the Tlafcalans^ by 
entering chearfully upon the expedition} as the only fecure 
means by which their defign of re-entering fWa Cruz could 
be accoriopliflied ; and promifed, in the ftrpngeft terms, that 
srs (bon as they had reduced the Tepeacans^ all who were not 
willing to fi^ow his fortune fbould have liberty to depart : 
but it Vas his duty, as their general, to keep them from 
running into fach imminent danger, as was unavoidable, if 
they begun their march in the profra*" .^irifuYnftances of af- 
fairs. By this means he engaged imcm in his defigns, after 
lemonftraflng to them, that it was not poffible tb purfue 
their own intentions with any degreeV^ ftturity ; and H|i- 
deed Cortiz^ upon this, and divers other affonl^^ 

ftrong inftances of bis perfe£l Ikill in the opl*?^t^s of the 
human mind, and the motives which generally. “ 
a£lian. 

WHkN the S^flni^foldiers gave their affent to 
la!, Cw^frsadrew out eight tfaoufand feled Tlafcalans^ 
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mahdid bfUtttm wht^ei^af^ aiid be ^la^Soipt* 

riented in aivers engagements in Mexic$\ leaving tkt care of 
aflbmbKng the main body of the republican army to JSc9$efh^ 

whole frteiMMriu^^ imagined he hadfecum by bis late 
condufl* ^yith thilfmi^, and, four hundred and twenty 
Spaniards^ hdH^gan his m^h, and baited that day at a viU 
/age within the enemies Metiers, at th? diftance o| five 
leagues from Tejfaca^ thefcapital of their province. Here 
he took fome of the peafamiiigiy&nets, and by kindnefs and 
prefents prevailed upon them tocarry a melTage to the ca- 
ciques, and the principal men at lepeaca^ acquainting them, 
that he was now at the head of an army to revenge the death 
of the Spaniards^ whom they had fobarbaroufly and treachc- 
roufly nfurdered ; but that if they would take up arms againft 
the Msxicsns, and join in alliance witft the Spaniards and 
njftr ifr, he wSWd pardon jtheir heinous tranfgrefEon,# and 
receive tu.UMttiiNh^riendfhip ; otherwife they muft expciSt 
the utmoit rigours or^^r. The anfwer returned by the 
peacans was an infolent defiance, and a menace, that they 
would carry all the Spaniards in chains to be facrificed at 
the altars of their ^ods. He repeated his propofuions, and Cortez 
received anfwers ftill more bold ; upon which he led his army reduces th^ 
into the capital, fully refolved to deftroy if with fire and Tefca- 
fword. SkitVipeacans^ reinforced by a body of cans. 

in ambufh in the way ; buttheir*impafiencc difeovering 
them, they were attacked with fuch fury as foon put them to 
flight, in the greateft diforder, and with great flaughters: 
but recovering themfelves, and rallying in a manner 
unufual among barbarians, they made a the 

battle with, great obftinacy^ and were a fecond time |o com- 
pletely defeated, that both Mexicans and Tepeacans abandoned 
the country, andjeft* the whole province at the^nercyof 
the conquerors, i he inhabitants of Tcpcaca were fo terri- 
fied with the misfortune and retreat of the arr^y, that they 
fent deputies with their fubmiffion to Cortez^ rcquefiifig, that 
he wouW vengeance upon an ianocent people, 

mifguided andre^^Oiip^itrary to their own iriclinations, 
into hoftilitics againft ne Spaniards by their leaders, who 
were emircly in the intereft, and at the difpOfal of the 
emperor of this Cortez marched tojhe,ca- 

homage oT the people in the name of his 
catholic^^^’^mrty, whom he ordered to be proclaimed, par- 
doned fteir tranfgrclfion, totf)k the people under his protec- 
tion, |nd, by his wel^- timed lenit|r, gained itheir afFediioa 
and elwm. As his principal defign, in this expedition, 

* was to^ preferve a free" communication between Vcjo Cruz 
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in ^ aa44^M<a)» -or^ctii^ ft treUftib to be dawn f9tin.d . 


> 0 n. fdrtifted with Jf>3jillifad0f s ; imd not only raifod worh® fojr tbo 
(lefence ofith^e feveral pafl^s^ but crewed a kind of citadel, 
^ which would be fufficient fccurity ag^iflpja:^ fudden aljault^ 
froEQ the Mmcam. Here Cortex ^arrifon 
calling the place Segura de 4? Fron^^y which wis the fecond 
eftabl^ment in the Mexican eji^^re. It reflects but little^ 
honour upon his humanity, that, i^‘'ter pardoning the townf- 
men^ he ordered all the pri{ojiQ^*iO be fent to T/|(^^/c7, and 
fold for flaves ; a practice tii at continued until the catholic 
king interpoftd hU authority fome years afterwards, and put 
, an entire flop to a cuftom lavpuring ftronply of barbaiity. 

A few days after the \fiflory came up Xtcotencal with the 
main body of the Tlafcakn army. The appearance of fuch a 
« croud of enemies, arf.oanting to fifty thoufancl men, greatly 

alarnj^ed the Tepeacam^ which d^terminedyCV?rre »2 to employ 
' the troOps in ufeful expeditions. Accorcmp;t4**-3^^ ^1^® 
Tiafcalam in feveral bodies, which he^/tAached againft ccr- 
' tain ftrong towns in the province, that were held by the 
Mexicans. Each corps was attended with about thirty 
Spaniards ; who had direilions to ufe force, if perfuafion 
would not anfwcr the purpofe, of bringing the enemy to fub- 
f ' mifiion. The orders were punctually executed ^ and tb( ugh the 
ciLemy made a (hew of rcfiftance, all the towi.o wear's fubdued, 
v/ith very i n confine r a bit lofs, feveral thoufand prifoners were 
brought back, and the captains enriched by the falc of the 
CfiPtivcs, and other booty. 

puatimo- ^ It was about this time that the new emperor ^ailavaca 
Ein ele£2ed h^ J ubft b y ealh ; upon w^hich the people conferred 

fmperor of the inv^rial diadem on the young prince Guaiimozin, nephew 
l^exico. fon-\n-\zvi 10 Mot ezuf no ^ as knowing him to be of an 

active warlike genius, and in all rcfgeds capable of fup- 
' parting the regal dignity with honour. ^This change was, 
by no meahs, favourable to the Spaniards ; as the young 
efriperoic!,ad ^ capacity far beyond any of his predeceflors, 
and great virtu€;p, untinclured with any ot the vices frequent 
in defpotic monaichs, if not infepjubic abfolute 

power, Guatimpzin^ aware of the danger arifing from too 
unlimited un authority, and determined to guard*- againft 
pride, and whatever could alienate the of his ful^ec^s, 

began with lefigning into their hands a v^YC^t)uf^?t/ri\rht?g<g, 

' of which they had been deprived in the twp reignsT 

He employed his whole time ip the fcrvice of thcSpublic, 
pneouraged th^e folcfiers jvith rewards and honourStlmpde^ 
|atcd the cxcefs of veneration paid to the throne, enpiptedi 

fh, 
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fro^ ^1 fervile attendance^ ^inilled 
his inttmacyf cafed the people iiNom * occefl^ taxea 
and 'trib 4 tes. To thexaziques on the frontiers be made 
"*"i2^ge prcients, t^ipipmify their extraordinary Ioffes and ex-^ 
fences in tW war ; In^^nen detached an army of thiry 
thoufand menS^fupport tb^againft the Spaniards. Cort^ 

^ hud notice of thefe ch^gem^ Mexico \ but inftead of dis- 
couraging him fr(^m his enlrprife of again attempting the 
conqueft of this vaft emn^Lk enlv animated him to a 
double exertion of his abilities. « meflenger had been Sent 
to him by the cazique of Gmcachula^ a populous city) con* 
fidered by the emperor as one of the bulwarks of his domi- 
nions, that an army of yWif;^/V^7WJ was*arrivcd there, commit- ^ 
ting fuch violences, as obliged the people to have recourfe to 
the protection of the Spaniards. The cazf^ue mentioned, as 
a I'indof claim tc^^iaffiftancg of Cortez^ that he wasone^of 
the nobility #l|^li^mifed obedience to the king of Spain in 
the affembly hcldbyjRw^zwwi? ; and that he had ever fined 
favoured the caufe of the Spaniards^ for which he was now 
puniflied with the utmoft rigour. The meffenger faid, that 
in the city were twenty fiioufand Mexican troops, and about 
ten thoufand more quartered in the furrounding diftriCl ; but 
he gave fuch demonftrations of the facility with which they 
ight bejj|i|pcke#and defeated, and fuch proofs of the ca-* 

’-6 ffheerity, that Cortez deteribinefl upoft the Snterprife. 

7)at very day he drew together three hundred Spanijhioot^ Expeditioro 
thirteen horfe, and about thirty thoufand Tlafcalans^ whom Guaca-* 
-he difpatched under Chrijiopher d'Olid to Guacachula, jyOU^ cbula^ 
marched with great expedition to within fix ^ 

city, where the mutinous fpirit of Ibme of the Spanijh fqilraiers 
obliged him to halt. It had Been reported, that the emperor 
of Mexicove^^ in full mirch, at the head of his wbol^army, 
to Guacachula\ and* this produced fuch an effeCf upon the* 
minds of the foldiers, who were tired with fruitlels viftories, 
that they refufed to proceed. This, with fome other con- 
curring cnx umfta ncei, obliged Cortez to join the army, and 
take upon hflff!SM|^jpmand. Every thing put on a new 
face at his appearance,^! difeontents and jealoufies wer^ 
Wbanifilfed, <md the foldiers, to a man. declared thtfy would 
\Heije4he fide of ihoj^eneral ; but that they could not p^y 
tQ^SbriJiopher i'Olid^ who abufed bis authoT 
rity, and them with rigour. Immediately he beg^q, 

his march, and gave notice t(^ the cazique of Guacachula of 
bis apprfiach with a numerous zrmy^ The Apxicans were 
“ ‘ Q^hc further fide of t^c cityj but on the firft ^dvica 
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cf%t' SpOi^iKt&St ’they drew (fat iii order of Ifattle, and 
vanced beycmd the city, to difptne a pafs. The battle he« • 
gan and raged with great obflinacy, and ‘doubtful fiiccefiy 
when the cazique of Guacachula feized^Rf^ppportunity " 
proving the fincerity of his profeffi*m«; 4^1 upoS^e rear of • 
the Mexican army» and at the time fhgiKnis darts and 
arrows from the walls with fufmfelacrity, as foan determin- 
ed the victory in favour of CQrte%}^ In lells tjjhan half an hour 
the Mexican army was cntifi4?*^^^*^eated, upWards of half the 
number being flain on the held of battle, or taken prifoners ; 
while the iofson the fide of the confederates was trifling. 

This, and his preceding viflorics, gave fuch reputation 
to Csrtez^ that a multitude of Indians fubmitted, and feveral 
caziques joined him with forces ; infomuch, chat bis whole 
army now cxceedecf a hundred thoufand men, bcfidcs the 
TanmeSj or perfons appointcduto carry^c provifions^nd 
baggage. With this force he laid city of 

Guacachula^ the cazique, and chieF^Hihabitants of which^ 
ferved in his army» while the place was held by ten thoufand 
defperate Mexicans^ who drove forth ajl the fufpefted citizens, 
with intention to defend the place to* the Jaft drop of their 
blood. The fitiiation was ftrong by nature, and fortified 
with all that tfie limited knowledge of the Indians^ in the art 
of war, coijld beftow. Before it flowed a btJcp I'.-rt- which 
Cortez ha^ to paVs, anS here the Mexicans made a ftano^ bur- 
thofe obftruflions appeared nothing to troops who were ac 
tuftomed to conquer difficulties. Chrijlopher d^Olid^ with 
threw himfelf into the river, gained the oppofite 
Ibor^ ufWCT Ihowers of darts and arrows, and foon drove 
the enkmy from their ports to the city, after he had received 
a wound in the thigh, and had his horfe killed under him. 

It was Ktpccled the enemy would have yjgoroufly defended 
the city, and the heighth of the walls made dIOUd appre- 
henfive that the artault would be bloody; but fuch was the 
pannic*' infufed in the Mexican garrifon, upon the flight 
of the party apppointed to difputc the paflage p/j^hc river, that 
they immediately gave all up left" Guacachula 

as the reward of the conquerors, without ftriking a blow, j 
By this tifne CorUz came up with the main body, artd fuTpcfl:- / 
ing a ^ratagem, detached a body of^^X^alans to exajriy^ 
the town, and purfue the enemy ; when miyin’^^at 
was entirely forfaken, he took poflTeffibn, and^ubiiflied a 
^heral pardon to all who hadetaken arms for the Mexicans^ 
if they wouH return to their habitations. The fartic con- 
d^£t he obferved in a variety of other exfUeditionSi whiefa^ 

^ ^ meana 
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I'lf was abbut this time that the fmall-pe^ cdmmittedT/^^^?^^ 
dfcadfiiil w agej/ EfWWjmhe Indians^ and raged with txtxzox^> fox af* 
dinary fury>^^i!^^7Z4^lcre it carried oiF the good Mag^-f^^rs in 
caiziny the firtiKand faicOSWjdly of the Spaniards. The i»,,<.Mexico, 
^ans regarding it as a fcrophll^is diforder^ thought Co cure it 
by bathing ; they ^pened thmuftules, plunged into the water, 
and generally peri/hed a fewi|ii[yxgafter, until the Spaniardt 
taught them the European praSfee, from which time the 
difeafe became lefs fatal. All their care could not, however, 
fave the valuable life of Magifcaizin^ who is reported tohave^ 
died a fincere convert to chriftiamty, the firft profelyte 
of diftindion made fince the arrival of Cortez in Mexico. 

The death of a nobleman, who had colftributcd fo power- 
fully ^o.eftablifh h^Hwn the frjfndihipof the republic, was a 
fevere blow dMMte|^but it \v^s in fome mcafure compen- 
fated by a fortunate acMent which occurred extremely fea* ^ 
fonably to moderate his afflidion. At this jundure CortcaiV 

de Barba arrived at AV. Juan de Ulva^ with a finall (hip, 
thirteen foldiers, two horfes,* with provifioii and atnmuni- ^artous 
tion to reinforce the army under Narvaez ; who was fup- 
pofeJ, by this time, to be in pofleffion of th^ bulk of the • 
Cortez. This was the fame perfon who* 
fcrvice to Cortez at the Itavan^tihy in^enabling 
hun to efcape the fnares laid by Velaquez. The fhip was no 
fooner difeovered by Cavalier Oy who commanded on the® 
coaft, than he fent out a boat to welcome the Arangevs, 
found their intentions, drawing them on fliorc by’^an arti^cc, 
cxcufable enough in the cj^cumAances of Cortez*3 roairs« 
Perceiving that Barld*s defign was to reinforce NarvaeZy he 
told him, that this^cnoral was not only in health,#but in 
high profperity, Cortez having taken refuge in the rnoun-* 
tains. By this means he got Barba 2 LTiA all his men in his 
power, and fent them to Segura de la Frontera ; wheft they 
were fo kjAdiui^ted by CorteZy that, after being undeceived, 
thp rom'mandpTaWlHij^diersasntered cbearfully into his fervice. 

A few days after Cavallero made another acquifition of eight 
foWiers, fent to reinforce Narvaez^ by ^ Angular 

Soils demon- Terved in hit army, affirms the 
' ' contrary i but it is to be obfer* 

jired, that Caftillo was at this time 
at Segura deha Froqtera. Lib. v, 
cap, iv. f 


ftrates from :iic journal of Or- 
texp and from other authorities 
and circumllances, that Cortez 
led this expedition in perlbn ; 
Sdthottgh Btaz del Cafiilhy who 


Aiatagemi 




the :t^fiMii|Bf 

mm «nd ammutiil^^Ve^re of’ 
s wmtA ianportanee at this jueSure^bat ftiH there eccre 
f reat i^&cuiti^ attetiding the the ddigK 

formed of invading Mexico a feconl^KA. T^^moft total 


and there ap* 
recollefted, that Diego 
e of hnea fulphur in the 
tty to examine in the burn- 


Wiiilt of powder rendered the 
pcarhd no remedy, until ii 
d!Ordet% had difeovered abundan 
vdkano, which he had th^jpii^ 

ing mountain of Popocatepec. What was then deemed a ralh 
and fooiifh inquifttiveneis, turned out now highly to th ad- 
tantage of the expedition, A party was dirpatched for a fuf- 
ficient quantity of fulphur ; of which, and other ingredients, 
a powder was compofed; which well enough anfwered the 
pbrpofe, without thfc ailiftance, as we are told; of nitre or falt- 
petce. To this fortunate difcfvcry wy-^dded^anotheircir- 
cumftance of peculiar advantage, efpe 
J^IarvoiZ infifted upon the generarj^ 
turn to Cuba^ as foon as the expedition againft Tepeaca (hould 
be hnlfbed; a promife which he now executed punftilioufly, 
providing (hipping for the malcontents, among whom was 
the fecretary Andres de Duero^ who had always profefled the 
ftrongeft fricnVlfhip for Cortez. As his littlearmvof Spaniards 
'was now dimini(hcd by the lofs of more tifen fiMy ''blc-bo-A 
died foldiers, itVas a peculiar providence that capta 
tnargo (hould arrive fo opportunely upon the coaft to fep?.?Sr 
^thclofs deemed irreparable. The reader may remember, 
Francifeo de Guray^ governor ofyamaka^ had, foon after 
th^rrivxhof Cortez on the coaft of Zempoaloy fitted out a 
fmallSirmament, to eftablifh a, colony in the province of 
Panuca^ a defign that was fruftrated by the diligence of the 
S^jijf^Kgeneral. The fame eoterpnie v^s refumed with a 
*^ftronger force ; but it proved equally unfortunate. Camargo 
had fcarce debarked his forces in the river J^anuca^ when he 
was vigorouily attacked by the natives, defeated, and forced 
to embark wkh all expedition, being pu(he^^^»vtt^hc river 
by a multitude of canoes, filled Indians, At fea 

the (hips were feparated, and after encountering man]^ diffi- 
culties, they all arrived, much about the fame titne, with^*/ 
ovt kpowing each others intcntion5^^ ^era Crtfz^rhr^J 
they refolved to inlift with Cortez^ as the iifreff^ro4>edl of 
making their fortunes. The vcflel commanded by Camargo 
ijt perfon, bad oq board fixtv foldiers ; another, under the 
condud of Miguel Diaiz de Juzj carried fifty men and feven 
horfes I and the third bad forty foldiers and ten horfes ojpi 
boaf^, with large (lore of arms apd provifions. All imme- 




. ixii tUtii' 

tollable aod^^^ncuitp«&ed 

iv embarraffi^ with lofs ftijla|hS J»y ^ 4opam 
Duero • ^ch wire the extraor- 

dinary and^^uliarmJ^hat fupported CoHii in the proi^ 
cation of his ^duous undSMking« 



SEC 


In which Cortez invades Mexico a. ficond it 
defeated hy the Mexicans, lays &iege to Mexico^ 
and reduces that Capital^ and the^eft of the Kmpkt. , 

• - ’WViiV- 

^ H E remlWtteents mentioned in the preceding Se^on Cortes Ine^ 1"^ 
now enabled cSnIz to refume his enterprife of conquer- 
ing Mexico with fome profped of fuccefs. Befides a confi- ^ 
derable body of Spanicjfds^ he was at the head of a numerous 
army of llafcalaniy and other nations, all declared enemies 
to the monarchical government of the Mexicans^ and ftrenu- ^ 

OU8 in procuring or defending their liberty. •T^e paflfage of » 
thelalpif^ecli, prefented a formidable obftruftion; whicH, 
nMnver, yielded to thegoodfortuneTnfepatabletrpm Cortez^ 

^"Ircre was no depending upon portable bridges after the late ^ 
fatal experiment ; the general, therefore, propofed building 
a number of fmall vclTels, which fhould not onlyJ^e aW^a 
refift all the efforts of the Mexican canoes, but alfo to tr^lRipOrc 
his troops over the lake, •without trufting to the c^feway* 

Thefe he propofed building at Tlafcala^ and tranfporting in 
pieces, on the (boulders of Indians^ for fourteen leagues over 
the mountains of Tlafala^ to a river that difeharged itftlf 
into the lake of Mexico^ The talk was arduous ; he com- 
municated the defign to his (hip-builder Martin Loftz \ and 
that jflgeram^mcchanic agreed to the po/fibility of the en- 
terpni^ andim8lntosi2c to, carry it into execution. Imme- 
diately a body of Indians was fet to work to cut down wood, 
while another party was difpatchcd to Fera Ci^z, for the 
rig|iwgf and materials belonging t& i{an\aez^$ 

l^uadron. 

In the*mean he thought it ncccffary to tranfmit ’ 

court an account of his aftions, and C (4 enforce the folicita-^^-^^*^^'' 
tions made the preceding year bye the C2ifi2iv\s Portocan'ero 
^ and Moniejo^ of whofc fuccefs he had yet received no infer- f a ^ 

Hprp o-avp. iii'a IcttAr to the i^mnernr 


nifttion. H«re he gav^in ' a IsUci to the emperor Charles V . 

3 - -* king 


emrt. ’’ 


t«ij^€f tlia^u} it^fjiil<3f>&lit9 ^ 

4MS imd Ifotn tte be £tft ^witted Zmfimtki 

until he was foix^ to evacuate the c apitol of the eaij^m, 
Me informed his imperial inajefty condititm 

end deltgns, and craved fuccoafs Jj^m^ expeSwa^ as well 
as fpeedy juftice againft the proceedings of Vekqugz^ 

govejnor of Cuba. He told bj/iirajcfty, that feveral Indians 
of confideration had fubmitted to fc baptized, reprcfcntcd the 
neceffity offending fome ecdJfifiaiA^csto affift fathervfZvrr^j^ in the 
pious talk of converting the Indians^ as the furcft method of 
attaching them to the intereft of Spain^ and in forcing their 
obedience. Ahnzo Mendoza^ and according to de S&lit, 
Diigo de OrdaZy were dispatched with this letter, with ftridl 
injundions, that before they revealed their commiflion, or 
made any declaratiofis that they came from b»m, to find out 
his fother, and the agents fent tihe year^^forej and jointly 
to pufh their applications, ai drcu;nfb|pw*<!ro require. 
With this letter was aho remitted ^rprefent of gold and 
jewels, to which the folJiers voluntarily contributed their 
fliarc of the treafure left at llafcola^ when they firft march- 
ed to Mexico^ and of the booty acq,uircd at Tepeaca and Gua* 
cachula. A Ihip was equipped with all difpatch at Vera Crnz^ 
to carry the coInmifHoners to Europe \ and CorieZy that he 
Itiight omit nothing which could promote hl^eflgwr^ ^u)plic 
to the roy^l audfcncc of Ht* Domingo for fuccours, 
this tribunal had always favoured his expedition, and 
ikmoft endeavours to defeat the practices of Velai^uez. Here, 
hggever, he was difappointed 5 the audience exprefled all 
polSI^ refpeib for his perfon, promifed to fupport his appli- 
cations ^o the emperor, but excufed thcmfeivcs with refpeft 
to the fuccours jeejuired, under pretence of inability. 
truit of To prevent interrupting the rham our narrative, it. 
bis negoti‘ may bc proper to take a view of the iffue of the felicitations 
mtion in made to the court of &painy although the relation be fome- 
Spaifi. what pfemature. Portouimro and Moniejoy feconded by 
Martin Csr/^z,® father to the general, hadjgisti^T and 
fruitlefs attendance upon the Spanifis I'he intri- 

cate and unfettled (tate of the kingdom at that period /m-» 
ployed the Vhole attention of the court upon matters more 
imm^di^ely intereft ing ; and,^indced,'nh/ 
formed by the friends of VelaqueZy at the head of which wdi 
the bilhopof Burgos, threw almoft infurmountabte obftruc- 


ttons in their way. ^At Iength,«by dint of perfeverance, the 
commiilionersebtained the honour of m audience of the empe- 
ror, who informed himfelf exactly of the tranfafiions in iWzu 
Spain, and from thence conceived a Ugh opinion of the merit 
^ of 





nlU Ihc utiiity ^^)f h|i ^mvef^f ibe ?«- 

' riwf of bttfiocfc in which hh imperial majefiy cogagc^, 
prevented his eftering deeply into the difpute between Cortiz 
fod Vilaquez on bis departure for iHc "Netherlands^ 

. he was ob)S^!e<Mffwi^ nb nend the affair to the cardinal Adti-- 
* tiftOj governor of abfence. The cardinal enter- 
tained the fame favourat^ bis 

mafter, of the foerit of Ccitez ; but as all the inform^ions 
relative to the airair muft through the council of the In^ 
diesj of ^vhich the bifliop of Burgos was prefident, be found 
himfelf embarraiTed how to proceed. He could eafily per- 
ceive that the ftrongeft prejudice againfl Coruz reigned in 
the council ; but to come to a dcciftvc refolution, it was ne- 
ceiTary to be acquainted with the naked fa£ls, divefted of 
difguife and partiality. Other affairs, oin the mean while, 
occi^rred, to divJt^he attention of the minifter ; fo ^that 
Mnrtim C rnmmiffinnprs, tired out wjth atten- 

dance, withdrewT^^iP^^inted, from court, with a refolu- 
tion to wait the emperor’s return. In this fituation were the 
affairs of Cortez when the new commiffioners, Ordaz and 
Mendoza^ arrived at SeiJille, Tjie inftruflions given them by 
the-gcneral appeared now to be ncccflary j for they no fooner 
touched land, than they were informed of an order, iffued 
|Out by thg^y((b#p*of Burgos and the council of tfte Indies^ tea 
LmcaiJ^ndl perfons coming from iVAti SpBifty atid to feize 
prefents they fhould bring® whether 
on the account of Cortez, or by way of commifEon. Immc-^ 
diatcly they retired privately to Medeilhiy where theyjear nt 
that MartinCortez and the other comnufSoners refided, fj,y;‘ng^ 
only their letters and difpatchcs, and leaving their ta^afure 
in the hands of the officers uncer the dircdlion of the council 


of the Indies. Here it yai refolvcd among them to continue 
in the moft pri vat? retirement, until the affairs of the king-j 
dom fhquld affumc a more favourable afpeft, and the empe- 
ror cither return, or the cardinal minitler be more afcleifure 
to cxamiBSUj^heir difpatches. The firft of U^fe wifhed-for 
cventspdon* fia^psged;, ^The emperor returned, and his 
prefence i.iftantly reftored the public tranquillity. Martin 
CoruSy therefore, judging that now -was the fcafan for ap- 
fet^ ouk fo!! court with the four commiffioners; 
tvfCere, after ibme delay, they* had a long audience of the 
cardinal regent, They gave the minifter a fuccin£l rela- 
tion of the progrefs made in thp conqueft of Mexico^ referring 
to the letters ot Cortez fpir particular ; t^ey acquainted him 
with the orders for feizing them iffiieJ by the bifhop of Burgos^ 
and the fate of the prefents they bad brought for the emperor. 



fet forth the reafeits had^ to diftri . 
and counpilof the } ddiring hber^ to except ag»dft 
the biihop hf Burgos as a judge in an affair in which he had 
made himfelf a party, and offered to, fup^|: their excepthht 
with fufficient arguments, or to of their* 

irreverence for fo high a perfon^T” The carilinal’s anfwcr*. 
was^favourablc. He told Mcft\ 
oners, that they might take th 


Cortez, and the commiffi* 
mat- aasi^ia^ vmjvw ^***»*} remedy pgainft the biifaap 
at law, and that he would pra^ia them againft all violence 
in the courfc of the proceft. With this encouragement they 
entered their exception againft the prefident of the council 
in his own court; and fupported it with fuch irrefragable ar- 
guments, that the counrtl did not prefume to alter the courfe 
of juftice. After a full hearing, the biftiop was abfolmely pro- 
hibited from interfffVing in the difpute between Hernan Cortez 


an^ Vehquezy his orders werej:evoked|,^*<^ie embargo at Se- 
. vllle were taken off, and the importanc^liS/^t*lxpedition to 
Mexico was fet in its true light ; being honourable 

and beneficial to the nation. This decree received the ap- 
probation of the cardinal regent and council of ftate ; and fo 
zealous was the former in the caufe of Cortez^ that, upon his 
exaltation to the papal dignity, he laboured to remove all 
impediments Co a conqueft, which was to open a free palTage 
^for the lights of chriftianity to fliinc hitherto^ 

involved in the<iibfcufity and darknefs of fuperftitioiTt^ 
groffeft idolatry. ^ 

« The accufation of the bifliop of Burgos was finally con- 
^.Ijr med by the emperor in perfon, after he had given audience 
to 'Hje agents of Cortez and Velaquez \ and commiffarics were 
a!fo appointed to decide the point in controverfy. Their 
judgment was, after clofely examining the fads ahedged on 
both fdes, “ That Velaquez iiad noifight to claim to him* 
felf the honour or advantages refuliin^from the conqueft 
of New Spaiiij without a better title than that of having 
expended fome money in the preparations for that cntcr- 
prife, and ,nominaung Cortez for commandc*-. That he 
could only have an adion at la^ for^thc*krioney c^Jjended 
out of bis own eftate to equip the armament fent upon 
this expedition, and not for any of the effeds 4)el9hging . 
“ ^to thetking in his government. That *!hc nomin^tioPvOM 
"^Cortez afforded him no pretence, cither to th^^ory^or 
profit of the expedition, as he not only granted that com- 
miflion without the author^ of the minifters of the royal 
audience, whole orders he mould have received, hot like- 
wife rcvoKcd it, an^ thereby left Cortez at liberty to ad 
** as b« ihottld think moil adrantageous to Ibe public inte^ 





.with, the^troaps, which, for ihc moft part, he had 
raifcd at his own cxpcncc.’’ The cOmmiffaries very pru- 
dently winked at the irregularities in the beginning of thb 
confideratjon of its importance, and 
^regard for tha ^Xlrao/A^5|/y merit of the general, who had 
profecuted it. with unparalleled vigour and alacrity. They 
even ccnfured Velaque^ as a^^erfon who had (hewn an udgo- 
vexhable ambitior^^ and expij^^d a|ancour and. malignity ex- 
tremely prejudicial to the public fcrvice. This fentcnce was 
laid before the emperor, and confirmed. Cortez was, be- 
fiJes, declared to be a faithful mtnifter and good fubjeift ; 
his officers and foldiers were honoured with fimilar applaufes ; 
perpetual filence on the fubjeft of any pretenfions to the con- 
qucll of Mexico was impofed on Felaquezj and thus the af- 
fair terminated, ^d difpatches to that purpofe were imme- 
diate^ fent away tollh^ Indies/ with orders to the royal iiu- 
dience at affift with all their power. • 

A letter from the emperSr was fent to Cortez^ not only ap- > 
proving his paft condu£f, but likewife his prefent defign and 
difpofitions for theredu(^ion oi Mexico \ and the letter con- 
cluded with the ftrongeft affiirances, not only of the imperial 
favour, but of the molt fubftantial proofs of acknowledgment * 
for fuch important and eminent fcrvices. ^ 

was terminating C^r/«: was Cortez r/- 

|fgto march, with his whole army, into th^ heart of ^ 

, Juft as he was on the point of fetting out, he had-^-^^^• 
the good fortune to receive a fupply of arms and ammunhion 
from Vera Cri 4 Z \ a merchant veffel from the Canaries havin^-^ 
arrived there, freighted with implements of war, which * 
were defigned to be (bid to the troops engaged in this con- 
queft. He could not wait for the finifiiing of the briga^nes, 
as the troops of the couiitry (locked in to him in fuch drou^s, 
that he feared fome had confequences from their inadion. * 

In a council of war it was refolved to march dire^Iy to 
Tezeucoy and at all events togainpoffieffionof that city, which, 
from its Tituxti^yi^ would afford a good retreat,^ and likewife 
facilitate the means of procuring rcinfortepients. Next day He re- 
fuccccdmg this refolution, Cortez muftered his Spanijh troops, his 




Tlafcalans^ fdllovvcd his example, and pafTed his troops 
reviev^ before the Spaniards. 5t is reported they amounted 
to fixty thoufand men. Befides thefe, Cmsz had a great 
Humber of other auxiliary tropps, brought in by the neigh- ^ ' 
b, curing caziques *, infomu^, that,at theilege of Mexico^ his 

Moo.Hist. VoL.XXXm.^^ K army 



the mfitry if 

tfritiy amounted to two hundred thoufand fighting men. iHe 
began with publilhing certain regulations to be obftrved, 
under pain of death, by all the foldicrs. Among /.hefe wc;-e 
the following: That no roan Ihould draw bii 
fword againft another, either npopricrinarch, or in quarters. ■ 
That no Spaniard Ihould abufc confederate Indian, either 
in word or action. That no ini^cncies or violence Ihould 
be offered to a woman, aven tj* jueh fhe iQjould happen to 
be a captive. That no foldier flhouTd ftraggle from the army, 
or go without leave, and a fufiicient party, in quell of plun- 
der; and, laftly, it was enjoined, under pain of death, that 
the fold iers Ihould not game away their arms and horfes, in 
which particular their difcipline had hitherto been too remifs. 
^'he interpreters, dianna Marina and Aguilar, repeated the 
fame orders to the Indian chiefs, in thq_ f-efence of Cortez, 
and defired they might be frequently phhfifce^iU the b;.adof 
the Indian army. To ihefe regulatjpni the general added a 
Ihort exhortation, which was received with the acclama- 
tions of the foldicrs, both Spaniards and Indians ; the latter 
ecchoinu the fhouts of the former. ' In courfe of his march, 
Cortez encountered fome difficulties, arifing from the nature 
of the country, the prodigious number of his troops, and the 
^wilt s and ftratagems of Mexicans bi^- ho^Jiappily fur- 
mounted fhem,*'withyut any confiderable lofs. .^9j|ndet** 

. a deep ihountain, all the palTes of which the efte^ ' j 
cblocked up by trees cut down, and laid acrofs, and \»drp . 
gakes fixed in the ground, to wound and incommode the 
cavalry. Cortez ordered two thoufand Tlafcalans to the van, 
to clear away all impediments ; and they executed their or- 
ders with fo much alacrity, thatfhe army foon gained the (um- 
mit Sf* the mountain, from whence. they could difeover the 
•lake of Mexico. Having advanced a fevr leagues, the Mexi- 
can army was feen drawn up in order of battle, in a large 
plain,'' where they Teemed determined to make a Hand, al- 
though they had taken the neceflary precautions for a retreat. 
All rejoiced at the opportunity oncoming fo torly tikadion ; 
but the tranfport of the tldjcalans rofe to a kind of fury,.which 
Cortez, and uis captains, could hardly reflrain.w>ihin the 
bounds -af order and difcipline; but the, enemy feeing the 
Spflwarrfi attended by fo numerous an army, drop! their in- 
tentions of difputing the paflage of the valley^ and began a 
precipitate retreat. Cortez regarded this as a fortunate in- , 
cident ; foi^.on hfs approach to the place, where the enemy 
had taken pofl, he found a deep trench, made by a brook, 
running from the mountain, which it was difficult to pafs, 
even without refiftanQ:, from Mexicans^ Purfuing his 

• way 



x I rtm: ^ 

WAy* h€ was met about three leaguea gg 

city; •hy ^eiTeiigers from the caztque, . or king of that cJty^ n;attcej /a ^ 
with prof^ais of peace and allUnce^ that appeared verv TezCuco/ 
fulpicious i^lkj^^fq^iTadors were^ however, difisii^ wita 
a civil anfwcr^"^fhc coUvi^l^rates marched quite up to the 
walls, and took up their quarters for that night in the fields, 
keeping ftridl watch for fear of being furprized. Next morntng 
tc appeared that the^city was d^fened^by thecazique and prin* 
cipal nobility ; but the latter foon returned to their habitations, 
entered into an alliance with Coru%^ complained of their ca<> 
zique as a monfter of treachery, tyranny, and cruelty, and 
defired the protection of the Spaniards^ CQrti% was now in- 
formed that the propofals made to him were treacherous, as 
he fufpe^fed, and with dcfign to lull himiinto fecurity ; but 
that the cazique %iding his troops numerous, beyond ex- 
pectation, yie^i^ed tu^s fears, *and relinqui/hed his proieA. 

He was alfo infon'h&^.h^t the fame Camindtzinj who had be- 
fore confpired againft hinf, and was for that reafon depofed 
by Motezumay had now recovered the throne, and was coun- 
tenanced by the reigning amperoc, zs an inveterate enemy to 
the Spaniards* The nobles alfo informed him th 2 Lt Caminat’^ 
zin had no original right to the throne of Texeus^j to which 
be had made hi s wa y, before Motezuma arrived at the impe- •• 
dignyft^bjnSTfing, with his own hands,ehis eWeft bro- 
and feizing the crown, in prejudice^to the 
his own nephew, fon of the deceafed prince* ^ 

To this they added, that the lawful prince was now at their 
head, and rtquefted the general’s countenance. It » 

diately ftruck Cof'tez that this circumftanec might be tuenedy^^^ 
to his advantage* He went up to the prince, and after pay- nations in 
ing him the compliments due to his quality, he ^Xka^jdb^d the go 
the nobles, and rccomcncxffled the lawful heir to the crown, u^ynment 
in fuch ftrong terms, and with fuch afi'urances of protefiion,^ that 
chat they immediately depofed Caminatziny and railed hi%ne> c/Vy. 
phew to the throne of Tezmeo. Next day was ajyointcd for 
the coronation of the prince ; Cortez ailiftcd at the folemnity ; 
he placed^ the regal feeptre At the hands of the young mo- 


narch, aqd by this means acquired not only a firm allf ^ but 
the ceputation of paying the ftriCfeft regard to equity. « The 
people in a manner allored Cortez^ and the king himfelf %p- 
^ peared in his prefertce as if he were his fubjed, and held his 
crown, of his bouncy; carrying his^gratitude and refpeiS; for 
( his benefaSor fo far, that he embraced the chViftian religion,. 

[ and received baptifin. • • * * . 

. Evxry thing being adjufted at Tezeitco to the general’s en- 
tire fadsfa^ion, he left a bc4y^' troops in the city,' and 
hipgan his march, for Iztapalapd^idxaf^z might deprive the 
. ^ , • R a Mfmans 



Mt^m Ilf z place wi^ich aSbrded (belter for 
and dUhirhed his workmen employed in widjentn^he rdinalt 
" * (b as CO allow a paiTage for the veflels butldiifg 

This city, as already obferved, was (itu}t^|^y)^.ucb a man* 
ner, that the greater part of thelb^lding^his on the lake; 
Cotiiz charged himfelf with sms expedition, taking with 
biih three hundred Spaniards^ and ten thoufand Tlafcabns^ 
The young monarch off 7rzsg^*s offered t6 accompany him ^ 
but this Cortez refufed, faying, that his prefence would be 
ufeful in the city, where his authority was not yet fufficiently 
cflablifli^d. On his approach to Iztapalapa^ a body of ci« 
tizens, amounting tooeight thoufand men, advanced with 
great refolution beyond their walls, and began an engage- 
ment, which the]i^ifupparred with equal courage, though in* 
ferior in number; retreating gradually tprvards the city, and 
at laft flying with a feigned appearaneg of cqg fufion a«d dif- 
tiihin order. Cortez fufpe6led a ftraiaeepi,*^ ’^leeing the gates 
gfeai left open ; he therefore purfued wnh all imaginable caution, 
danger* entered the town, found it deferted, drew up his troops in 
the principal fquare, and made difpofitions, as if he expelled 
to be attacked. It appeared, however, that the enemy bad 
formed a different defign. It was fcarce dark, when the Spa^ 

«i niards perceived that the canals began fuddenly to overflow 
their baiiks, tise water rufhing impctuouliy*h^^ low'*^ 
ground^}, whence they immediately conje<^ured tba^*V 
^ my had opened their fluices, with intention todrow.^iaat 
part of the city. The danger was imminent, and Cortez 
gave orders for retreating with all expedition, not without 
cenCuring himfelf for having been outwitted by a people 
whom he conftdercd as barbarous. He purfued his march 
all-right to Tezeucoy and next morning perceived that he was 
^ in a manner hemmed in by a numerous army of Mexicans* 
Findiiig his people cagerHo engage, he led them on, and 
foots oblyed the enemy to retire in fome confiifion y how* 
ever, they ^rallied, and made three feveral attacks, in all 
wbi^ they were repulfed, with the lok of lix< thoufand 
men, which determined them to drop the purfuit.'* By this 
TMzno^Cortez arrived fafe at Tezeucoy referving an^ farther 
attempts on Iziapalapa to a more feafonable opportunity^ 

This retreat was deeded inglorious by the Spaniardty 
who had now been accuftomed to carry before them all ob^^ f 
ftruftions; it did not, however, . dimioifli i&eir reputation 
among the Indians^ who were daily ofrering their Tub*' ] 
miflions. ' The provinces of Cmlco and Otundia difpatcbed^ 
meflengers at this time to CorteZy oflFering him obedience, 
and requeiling his affiftance agatnft the Mexkastu who had ^ 



the fromiertof thrir proViacet witli t nimerws 
arii^^r\ayiag refufed to take up: mtm t|tia{| ^ 

l^ey MfidliKi their refoliition to ftand in th^r defence, if* 
they wcitJ mre^of proteftion ; and Ct/rtfz tiitiikiji|[:itadvifi^-^^ 
able to raife a^s many encfnies as poiSbIe to tbe Imperial 
power, and to fecure proumcet which mnft contribute to ' 
keep open commi^nication with Tlifcala^ Inftantly difpatcned 
Gmzsh de Sandoval^ and Francrjjn Me Liegp^ with two hun- 
dred Spanijh foot, fifteen horie. and t fufficient body ti 
Tlafcalam^ to the affiftance of his new allies. The mem -^ ' 
cans lay in ambufh for th's reinforcement, but were 
defe^ited by the vigour snd refolutien of Sandwal im^ciie 
Spaniards. As Sandoval approached the frontiers of the al- 
lied provinces, he found that a numeroua Mexican army had 
occupied all the ^|fs on the road, which it was Oeceil^ 
he liquid ; h^^ereupoft advanced in order of battle,^ 
iiiftaiued the attaclL^bf «t^e enemy with calm intrepidity, and 
then made a furious discharge of fire-arms, crofs^bows, and 
arrows, :cIo(ing immediately with tht Mexicans^ and break- 
intz their ranks, obtained a complete viflory with inconfider- 
able lofs on his fide, and dreadful Daughter of the enemy. 
It augmented the carnage, that the people of Otumba and 



Chaleo were n|| iboner alarmed with' the noife of 'hre-armSf^ 
"^ai^wje^turing that the Spaniards wiare erifaged^ they lal- 
BptPori: upon the rear of the Mexicans^ continued \be pur* 
futiNfith great obftinacy, flew feveral thoufands, and tooko 
a great number of prifoners, eight of4he principal of whono^ 
were brought to Sandoval^ to be examined about the farther 
defigns of the enemy. From thdr account it appeared^ that 
the J/mVumv difeouraged b/ their defeat, had entirely aban-^ 
doned their project of revenge, and returned to the capitals 
after which leffthe defence of the pronnees to the* 

inhabitants, and returned with his army to Tezesuo^ after 
reconciling the Tlafcalans and Otsanbans^ who had riwaya 
been declared enemies. As to the Mexican nobjes taken pri^ 
foners in the late afiion, tl^ey were prefented to Cerr/x, who 
ordered them to be unbound, end embraced this opportu* 
nity to^ftify to his allies tbe war he had undertaken, by 
making farther advances to an accommodatioa. •He tc)}d ^ 

*the prifoners, that although by cbe laws of war, and tfie ex^ 
ample of thyr country, he might treat them with the ut- 
snoft rigour, be neverthelefs gave them life and liberty, oA 
no other condition than that they would acquaiiy^ the empe- 
TOT with his intention to dbmand fattsb&ion for the death of 
Motezumoy and the unjuft war made upon the Spaniards . 
when li^ in Mexico* Tell him|iaid Cortex^ that I have 
• il «« an 




ffiTamty: reinforced not^idy by a number of ji^vttV|^ei^^ 
a<yariet|r’o^Aado0s who abhor thjr 
^^ityiafiay.^ Tell hini^ that in a little time I mte^fo rev.e 
him in the mtdft of bis |ialace, furrounded b^hia court^^ 
brmgijJgiin my train all the horrors of war, arid rcfolved' 
nriver today afide my juft, indignation^ until I have reduced 
all the cities in Kis dominions to afbes^ ^nd waflied away 
the memory of his namc^ by the blood of ^ bis lubje^b : ne-* 
verthelefrs if, to avoid the impending ruin, he is deftrous of 
lifteoing to reafonaUc terms of pacification, I ain ready 
** to giMt them p for the arms of my king, like the lighten- 
kigiMof heaven, fall only where they find refiftance, and^ 
‘ilare klways more ready to obey the didtates of humanity, 
than the impulfoi; of revenge.” With this meflage he 


difijaified the prifoners, under an cfcorj j^they promifed to 
bring back an anfwer, but thc’^ never returngi^ poflit^ the 
meft'age was of fuch a nature as tl^ey cuHt not deliver to a 
prince full of vigour and Courage. 

Nothing was now wantstig to begin the ficgc of Afexir 
huiltat befides the brigantines* building ni T^fcalit^ of which 

Tlafcala, C^rtifz. received advice from Martin Lopez^ that gave great 
W fiitisfadlion tn the whole army. The vcfl'els were now 
ported to v |;ciidy to b’e tranfportcd over the mountain^and the repub-^ 
Mexico, jjp prOJvidcd' tenfihoufasid men for tbatbulTncrs-imde^ 
an eibort of an equal nudiber of foldiers commaiwl^ 
^Chkhenucal^ a young nobleman of fpint and couragc^^vv'ho 
^ had already^ in bis twent^rfourth year, 'acquired the repu*^ 
of one of the beft generals \n Tlafcala,' Lq^z 
quair^ted the general of the day he intended beginning hie 
tnarcU,/and defired. he might bS met by z:SpimtJh convoy at 
' thinking it advifeable to attempt a paflago 
< through: territories with fflafcakms only. On 

bis arrival at this place ^he halted for the reinforcement of 
Spaniardf^ Jz delay whids^ extremely iifpltgled Chubcm^cal^ 
who* thought bimfelf al match* for the whole power of the 
etnpire. ^ Howevier^ bc^rcfolved to obey the orders 
of C&rtez^ and itnagined.be bad performed no inconfiderable 
exploit by this proof of biV^ obedience. Much about the 
Iqme time Certez detached Gonzalo de Sadfloval vtxih a ftrot^ 
body of Spaniards zxA Tlaficdans^ this officer /ftopping a day 
ot the* little town of Zal^quey to revenge murder of 
ihnw Spaniards who wece going from f^era Oruz to Mexico^ 
which he e fteduklly performed^ by obliging the inbabitants 
to the inoff abje£l fuBmiffidn. Re then jorned Chichmecal 
at GuaHpar^ and both arrived with the materials for the 
(hipping, without any i^mora^e accident at Tezmoi only 



had almdi^ bred j| mutifijr itt to ' ^ 
jtnj^^y refcnting, in fuch h%h terms, his not taking the ' J > 

honour. Immcdiatejy Lcpfz and to work^ ^ ^ - 

Aen fe^^ouc cpnliruding the brigantines from the mate*- 
> rials which tliey had already prepared ; but C^tiZ under* 
landing that they could not ber finiifhed in lefs than tiyenty 
days, refolvt d not to lie ina£};ive* It was bis imentipn to 
examine all the ^ofts which might prove ufefu) to the pro- 
jected fiege oF Mexictiy and heenliered upon this defigjci with 
an expedition to Taltocorty in which he was accompanied by 
C hichemecaL 

1'he reafons which induced Cortez to chaftiae the inhabi- 
tants of this place were, that the^ had lately returned an 
infolent anfwer to the propofals which were made to them 
of peace, and A^^und< d the melTenger, Without regard to the 
privileges (hewn lambaiTaciprs, even among barbarous na- 
tions. ^^Mth him the captains Alvarado and De Olid% 

two hundred Spanijh Ififantry, twenty horfe, a numerous 
body of Tezeucan nobility, and Chichemecal with fifteen 
thoufand TlafcalanSy tc^ whom were joined five thoufand of 
the rcpubli;an forces, commanded by Xtcotencaly who was 
left at Tezt'ucOy with the remainder of the Spanijh and Tlafialan • 
army. After marching five leagues, Cort^^ difcove?cd | 
numerous of the enemy, dra^n uj^in or^cr of baU 
the open field, at fome diftance from^ the city* 

Q{j!]ers were given to attack th^m i and this was executed 
with fuch alaciity, that the enemy retreated precipitately 
leaving a great number of dead and wounded on tht fields^ 
battle. The confederates advanced full of confidence to 


carry the place at the firft aflault, on account of thc‘pannic 
which the defeat of thearniy muft infufe into theg^ifon; 
but they foon found that the Mexicans had broke th^aute- 
ways, and render^ it impeffible to pais the breach withoiPt 
cither bridge or boats. Cortez was contriving how wfill up 
the chafm with earth and fafeines, when an JndiaiT of Te^ 


zeuco offered to guide the army to a ford at alittle diftance ; 
a propofal that was readily embraced. CorteZy attended by 
the Indian guide, marched diredly to the place, and ordered 


a party of hxty Spaniardsy, and a body of Tlafcalanfy to make 
(he experiment, wh*ch fucceeded, after an obfimite gonflift 
yrith the enemy, who defended the paflage with more cou- 
rage than they had (hewn upon the lateoccafion. The con- 
fe<^[ate party entered the tewn with tbc 
to^lTpoffcffipn, pillagedLthc place, ict fire to ffveral houfes, 
and then rejoined the main army, the Whole advancing 
Calheititlan^ a large town, wrtich was found defected by the Me»co/ 

R 4-^ inhabitants. 



The large towni of sim 

:b0tli ii{)on die lake, were a)ft> fotfaken by the nati^ 
ti% lod|ed a titght in eatli, and took an exad their 

refpec^ve diftances and fituations. From the Iim of rhe% 
townt the city of Tacukty the rival of TiZiuco^ vrz% diftant ' 
abo(|t half a league. Itwa$ fituated upon the extremity ^ 
theoaufeway, was confidered as the key to Mexico^ and was 
therefore of the utmoft imi^ortance informing the ficgc of that 
capitaL It was for this rcafon that C^riez refulvcd to view it 
accurately^ without any defign of pofleffing a city that coul(|i 
not be held conveniently, on account of its diftancc from 
the head-quarters of Tt^yuco* With this purpofe he marched 
in good order towards the city, and was encountered on the 
^ay by a numerous army of the Tacubansy who were defirous 
of trying their fortune in the open field with/fie Spaniards^ the * 
xitjrbcing incapable of containing all tli^ troops.^ T'hoj? ad- 
vanced and charged with great fury,^ buOi^bre driven back 
by the fire-arms and crofs bows ifi the van. Afterward) 
they rallied, the reft of the Spaniards arid Tlafcalans came upi 
penetrated into the very centetof the multitude; not- 
withftanding which, the Tacubans yielded the field reluc- 
tantly, after feveral tfaoufand of their forces had been flain 
^nd wounded/ That night the confedera tes re mained on 
the field qf batjje, e^fdeavouring to fccur^TWcral advan-i^ 
lageous ppfts in the night. Early next morning, the 
my were feen advancing, as if with intention to rcdeetiMbe 
Iionour of the preceding day; but they were defeated 
««4with a facility which gave ro^m for rufpicion that fome 
ftratagem was intended. For five dkys Cortez remained 
without the walls of Tacuboy Ikirmlfhing every day with 
the ejKmy, with intention to wafte thegarrtfon by Tallies, in 
whicl^thcy were conftantly reputed. ^,Thc ardour of his 
troops determined him to attack the town contrary to his firff 
defignj and he was accordingly taking bis meafures, when 4 
party vhs obferved advancing upon thecaufeway. Their inten- 
tion was to driw Cortez gradually upon the caufeway, where 
it was impoflible he could form hi^ men, and then to charge 
him on every fide from their canoes. The prbje(% fusoeede^ 
beyond cj(pe6fation ; and all the Spahtards maR have been 
cut ofi\ h'id they not exerted an exiraordinkry portion of va^ 
knrr. Cortez no fooner purfued the enemy upon the caufe^ 
way, than he faw himfelf attacked, in front; byli numerous 
army, and on both«fides by a multitude of canoes. Cij^wntge 
alone could now extricate him ; he, fought defperately, ef* 
fedfed a retreat with no great lofs, and repaired the confe- 
quenceS of his overfigbt, by fueb a degree of perfonat 
bravery, as equally aftpnife^ the Spaniards an j Indians. It 

• was 



ain’iotit Hbdiyum Vchtift fetf* #iUi (htf 

la fl^aiiid; t^ver the caufeway, was ukon !prii<H>er by Ihe 
enemyow put into a canoe, ^ith defign of being pnefented 
with bis trbphy to the emperor. VelMtt fui&red himretf to 
be carried away, pretending the utmoft (uhmiffion, until hp 
fonnd himietf at a fufficient diftance from the rcA ’ of ,tbe 
canoes, when he plunged with his colour* into the water, 
fwam alhore, an9 joined the reft the SfamarJs. 

■ WitEN'Cer/ra returned to Tezeuco^ he found bitnfelf re- 
inforced by feveral Spanijh foldiers. Tent to his affiftance'by 
the royal audience of St. Domingo, None of the Spani^ 
writers afeertain the number, but fr^ m the' rejoicings in the 
confederate army it was probably conltderable. About the. 
fame time meflengers arrived from and Thmmcilcoy 

that the Mtxitann^zi refumed their operations againft the 
frontier produces. ' fThe nevwemperor Guatimezin was per- 
petually contriving' means to cut oiF the communication of 
the Spaniards with TlafcMoy and prevent fuccours from jefin^ 
ing them from Vera Cruz. This was a point of fuch con- 
lequence to Cortez^ that be found himfelf, at all events, under 
the neceffity of fupporting th<fe allies, to whofe fidelity he 
owed the prefervation of this ellential opening. Accordingly 
Sandoval was dilpatched with a fufficient number of Spaniard ^ 

f nd Tkfcalans^^ the fuccour of the'ijAfl/tt(/ei, whom, on 
is arrival, he found aflembled in a confiderable wrmy, to 
oppofe the Mexicans, The enemy, who were ftill fuperior 
in number of forces to the confederates, poflefled them-* 
felves of fome hollo'w-ways, in order to bring on an en-*-' 
gagement, in a place where the Spanijh cavalry could not 
a£t. It was necefiary to drive them from this fituation ; 
and Sandoval entered upon the. attack with fuch refol^on, 
that be accomplilbe^ hi^defign, though not without 'Dl^d'* 
filed,' feveral Spaniards having been dangbrnufly wounded, a* 
few killed, arid a great number of the confederate ^n£ant 
flaughtered, but with ftill greater lofs on the fide of the 
Mesdeanst though they had fufficient couragif to rally and 
renew the engagement. Sandoval having overcome the ffif- 
ficulty 4if the valley, and fighting now upon equal terms, 
obtained a complete vidory, after a conflid in which the 
enemy behaved wfth great ga^antry, and a fury Sordering 
upon defperation. The fame night he advanced to Gssajla- 
pique, wherj he hoped his fatigued troops might be able to 
Weftefiigurely } but fcarce had* they laid wfide their arms, 
when the fcouts brought advice, that a frefii army of Adexi* 
(OHS, amounting to fifteen thoufand men, was advancing to 
the confederates before they fliould be able to draw 
. • breath. 




f^y 

Refolutioii; ^^9 ibe jonly remedy, ^ Smbpal 
ins^ed bis people, «ifid then led .them agajnft Ppfi^yi 
whofc front was foon pu^ ip dlfordcr by tbc fireh^js and 
creirfs-baws, $y thjs means an opening was fprlbc 
cavalry to charge without danger. Their onfjft wa^ irre^ 
iiftible ; the at the fame time, fell upon the flanks^ 

an^tbe Mexicans finding themfelves aflault^ on both Tides, 
fled precipitately to where tbJy hoped to meet 

with protefftlon j but the^ confederates rctu ning to the town 
with them, divided ihemfclvcs into fevcral bodies, fcoured 
91U the ffrects,^ and again drove the enemy into the open 
fields, purfuing them with great flaughter. 

This vidlory was ffiUowed by the reduSjon of Capi/lan^ 
z ftrong town, lituated on the fummit of a roclcy eminence, 
and fecured pn tht back-fidc by a deep, ^ rapid, river. It 
wai diftant about two league^, from Gt^ji^peque^ and ^ither 
the routed Mexicans crowded. as to an ioapregtr^ble fortrefs; 
nothing, however, could witbftavd the confederate srmy 
flulhed with conquefi. Sandoval refolved to drive the enerny 
from this poft, that fie might deprive the Mexicans of fo^corir 
venient a rendezvous for troops deftined for the invafidn of 
the frontier provinces. Perceiving there were only three 
ways by which he could make the attack, all of them dif« 
^flcult, he ordered \heJTlafcalafis^ and Chalquvm^to advance ir^ 
the front,' as tftbre Sccuflomed to thofe fteep and rugged 
pafles. They obeyed, but fo rclu£iantly, that Sandova(^m^ 
^patient of delay, rufhed with his Spaniards into the thickefl 
the danger, which fo animated the Indian^^ that they for-» 
got the difficulty of the attempt, and fremed emulous who 
Ihould firft gain the fummit pf the eminence* In many 
places the path was fo fteep, that they were altogether cm- 
ployfe in conquering the, afeeqt, tf being impoffible to ufc 
their hands, either in .defer^t^ or atAck, without fear of 
tumbling down to the bottom while the Mexuans were all 
the w^iilc rolling down great ftoncs, and (howering darts 
«nd arrows epon them. At laft, they gained tiie tpp by 
the ?ffiftance of the fire-arms, wtich drove the enemy from 
the brow pf the hill^ and left a clear paflage for the confe- 
derates. Now they attacked with incredible valdir, as if 
determined to revenge the difficulties, and dangers they had 
juft cfcaped i they forced thfeir way through oppofition, 
beat the Mexicans back to the town, purfuen them fa clofcly, 
that, eot^ring wi^ them, they gained pofleftion, and fgf ccd 
the enemy the briqk of the precipice, where aJTthofe 
were put to the fword who did not throw themfelves over, 
Ontb4$ occafion, the ftaughcer^is reported to have been fo 
# prodigious. 



^digiO^ j ^t i!^ M 

; quench their Ihitft, weire^bbHgcdm refriiir liw dHnkiiift 
o4 peiteiving its ftreitms tm|ed i¥ith UdoiL In m wom^ # 
^fke vi^orf was dedfive, bm it conn 

Aderable bfs on the fide of tbe cohfider^es; ^ had 


bis armour broke in dilTerenrptaosS jp we£e 

dangeroufly winded, ^and abo^' fix hundred Iffdems •Oma 
in climbing up the afeent. Im^gitiihg he had riow 
dently deterred the Af^k/ca/is from any, farther 
ifyva/ returned toT^ezcuco^ where he was fcarce arrrreid^ 



fore advice arrived froiii that the provinc^^l}^ been 


again invaded> bat that the enemy yere defeatsd{ by the nai^ 
tives: a piece intehigence that gave 'great fatisfadtofl^ 
as from hence it appeared the fron^er provinces were 
in a condition tdi undertake their own defenccr 


Af the feipping dfeftined fer the fiegc bf Meicm wai^not ' , 

yet completed^ CorUz, refolvcd to examine the ficuation of 
Sachimilb^ a place fitua^ed on the Mixiean lake, and com** . 
municating with Macho by a broad caufeway, of which be 
hoped to make his adi^antage in his enterpriles againft the 
Capital, On the fifth day ot April he fetout from Tezeucoy i^zu 
with three hundred Spantardsy fevcral thoufand confederate * 
InAiansy and captains de Olid^ AJ^ado^ and others, th% ’ 
tebmmand of^e reft of the army in bcisg left with 

SandovaL He marched with fuch diligence that be arrived 
the fame night at Chaleo^ juft the inhabitants were arming 
to oppofe a new army of Me^cuaniy fent to invade their prcA 
Vince. This feafonable affiftance was received |yith ttar" * 
greateft demonftrations of joy by the Chalquefoy who enter- • 
tained no doubt about viftviry, when they were commanded 
by the general. They deiired to be led in^edi- 

ately againft the ambitious of fignaltzing tneir va- 

lour before fo perfect a ji^fdge of mffitary merit j but the 
Mexicans y upon advice of the arrival of the Spaniards y had 
feparated into fmall parties, and thrown themfelves into cer- 
tain fortrelTes, fituated on difttrent mountains round the 
frontier, whence Cortez fcfolvod to diflodge them, that no 
^tirne inight be loft in marching to Sachimilh. Having af** 

" femblcd all his forces, he began his march by break of day 
towards the mountains, ‘and j^feended a fteep emmencej at 
the top of ^which was a fort, defended by fo numerous an 
army as muft have appeared formidable in a lefs advantage- 
••tmWituatiOn. The Mexicanf fent forth»partics to provoke 
the confederates to an etfgagement iif the midft df thofe preci«. 
pices, where the difficulty of the way w^s alone fufficient ob- 
firufUon I and theft fucceeded fo well in their reproaches, that 
. z Cmm 
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inufqiicteetaftQdi^roft^^boi^ td n^anqe to^'thrafuck. TbNl 
<feta4^maiit was bkaM hfPeArp diBarkty ac<»impanied by 
federal w^Iuntaersaldiftin&bm iAath^^;^ai«7r^afceiided the 
hUl the Miitkant retired^ feigriiilg coAfufiaft» in 4>rder to drasr 
Bmha^n with the marc^ feciitity ; and when they found him 
cmbcrralTed in the moft diAcuk precipices/ they returned, 
to the charge with lOud ^fliouts^ tumbling down from the 
top fqth a torrent. pF igreat ftones as fwept all before it^ and 
wounded feveral Spamixnki among whom was the command* 
ifig offictr* Seiiiiiblc o| his error, Ct^Ktez immediately or* 
dered the party to retreat, which was effected with great 
difficulty, and with fome of his captains he reconnoitred the 
ground, .and fought a lefs datitgerous path by wbivh he 
might wreck his "revenge. His enquiries# proved frgidefs, 
and he was equally unfortunate in alt ’^his cn^eavouta to 
draw the enemy. from their retreat. Three days had now 
been confumed in the midft of baifen mountains, and the. 
troops began to fink under the prelTure of thirfi, famine, 
and fatigue, infomuch, that without accomplUhing his de* 
iigfi, he was forced to proceed to Guafiapequi to refrefli his 
army. Here he was fumptuoudy lodged, together with hit 
whole army, *^in the cjzique’s palace, which yielded but 
tittle in extent aijd msf^nificence to the impefial’ rcfidcncc. f " 
. CO Z fiaid but of>e night Gmjiaftque^ when adr 
uke came, that the enemy had abandoned the fortrefles on 
toe mountains, and *a{rembled at ^atlavaca^ where their 
iirmy was numerous, and determined to make an obftinato 
refiflance to all the power of the confederates. He fee out 
immediately for that town, and advanced to the moat 
which was eight foot deep, extremely wide, and filled 
with v^ater that tumbled rapidly d.twn ^from the adjacent 
idiountains. Tike 'M^icans cut down the bridges, 
and covered the oppoGte bank with fuch a multitude of Tol* 
diers, that the paflage Teemed altogether impra£licable to the 
bulk of the confederates, although Cortex did not defpaiV. 
He drew up his army at a little diftance, ordered the muf* 
queteers to keep up a perpetual fire to cover his a|gtfoach, 
and went ip perfon to view the ditch. Having difeovered a 
pMt nwefr narrower than the reft, he ordfired two Or three 
bridges to be conftru£led, which he threw over ; and by 
this meant, enabled the infantry to pafs over with difficulty, 
while the fire-arm^ and crofs-bows, kept the enemy 
taQco. vanguard,^ com^fed chiefly of Spaniards^ no 

fooner. reached the xappofite fid,c, than they formed into 
a battalion j and th^ Mmcm$ frnfiblc tbM they ought to 





. more vi^oro^y, 4 ^im 

' in j^ufficiideii, that the coomi^rates cotilii hardijr maiii'^ 
tain ’their ground^ though they were conAanliy recdvlng^ 
lUt^plies by the troops who were filing over the bridges with 
*all pofiible ejcpeditiont The event would have bceh very 
^ doubtful) had not Cortiz fortunately found a pal&ge for the 
cavalry) wirhvwhom he charged the efiemy in the rea^, af- 
fixed with a b^y of infantry, feafonably brought up by the 
hiftorian of this expedition, BeHial Diaz Jbl Ca/iilU^ The 
Mexicansy now diftra£led by ibis double attack, gave them- 
felves up for loft, fled with great precipitation, and made 
their efcape to the mountains, leaving ^atlavaca to be pil- 
laged by the conquerois^. The fublniffion, however, of the 
cazique, and principal inhsftiitants, faved the place from the 
fury of the foldjers. They defired IcaiVc to return to their 
habitations, to prepare quafters for the confederate a^^my, 
which waFgranted, after Cortfz had fully aflured bimfelf of 
their finccrity, k. 

C OR T£Z ftaid but one night at ^atlavacsy fetting out 
next morning for Sachimilhy a p^ace ol the greateft impor- 
tance, on account of its vicinity to Mexico, The march 
was difficult and fatiguing, 'the foldiers having almoll pe- 
riflied with thirfr, in a long, barren, Tandy defile, where 
they were t^pofed to the refleefteu be^s of the fun at 
* mid-day« The night brought relief^ anSP gitaf abundance 
of good provifion, in a village, which the enemy had juft 
abandoned. As the general expe£ied a vigorous refiftanc?, 
he drew up his army, at break of day, in order of battlp* 
imagining the enemy would have taken every pofflble pre- 
caution to fortify a poft of fo much confequence as Saebi^ 
tnilloy a conjecture that was verified by the view which be 
had of an incredibly r;tmerous army drawh up in Isftlalia, 
on a plain at fom'd diftan^ from thr city, having a rapid 
river in front that difelmged itfelf in the Mexican lake. 
They had doubled their lines on the banks of this li^er, and 
difpofed their main body for the defence of a>woodeii bridge 
which they left ftanding, after barricadoing it with plants and 
fafeines; ^lieving, that if this Wdfication fhould be forced, 
theyl^uld be able to cut off the cpnfederaccs in the nar- 
rownefs of the. ^ais, with little difficulty, Cortez extended 
his front along the oppoiite bank of the river,, and ordered 
the SpameX'ds to advance and attack the bridge, which they 
4i,,4]g|^med with great gallantry, though ^ey were vigoroufly 
op^ed. Three tirnos,ihey renewed thd charge, and at Uft* 
gained the pafs ; with which toe Mexi^din were fo much dif- 
heartened, that they began every where to give way, their 
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fi(»iMiliifldciv<.<M«iering « mttnti that tb«y-inigbfih)l^ 

' portunHy of rallying. They ^rew'up'a imda 

die waits of the town, and were again attacked lb impettM 
odfly by the confederates, whofe van confifted of Spaniard 
that they were driven for- Ihelter into the cky^ lofing great ' 
nunabefs of men as they crowded in at the gates. Ctrit% 
purfujed, and ordered the works they bad ere^M for the de- 
fence of the ftreets to be fotced. Here the geiKral, tranfported 
by his courage, engaged hlmfelf fe deeply with the enemy, 
that, a^r he was tired fighting, his horfe killed under him, 
and all his endeavours to regain his troops were foiled, he 
was made prifoner by the enemy, and rcfcued by the extra- 
ordinary valour of a Spattijh ic^K.Xy'ChriJieval de Olla,, <who 
at a diilance beheld the accideAt. Htrrera^ without any 
proofs, afcribes the 'general's delivery to i^lafcalany who 
was neither known before nor ^ter, and works it up iqfo a 
kind of miracle; but we bad. rather credit dt^dolis^ who 
tranfcribes firom Dia% del CaJiiUo^ an«eye-witnefs of the en- 
gagement. All agree that the danger was imminent, that 
Cortez loft his horfe, and received two flight wounds, and 
that OUa, his deliverer, came off with three cuts of a fword, 
of which he wore the fears all his life after. When he re- 
joined his forces, be pulhed the enemy with fo much vigour, 
that they fled to that put of the city wbictrftood in the ^ 
water, leaving the 'Spendards mafters of all the ftreets upon 
the firm land. 

«Mean-while, that part of the army left without the 
. walls, under the conduct of de Olid, Alvarado, and Tapia, was 
deeply engaged with a body of Mexican nobility, who endea- 
voured to force themfelves into the city. They were fup- 
ported by two thoufand feleA men fent from Mexico in ca- 
noes, '^o landed*at fome diftance, aivl intended to fall upon 
the rear of the confedarates. Aj'oniftied to find an army 
without the walls, where they expefied no refiftance, they 
determirftd, however, to cut their way through : they fought 
with great fury) but were in the end obliged to retreat to 
their canoes, leaving a great.numbcr of dead on the field. 
The three Spamjh captains, and a great number of Spmajb 
and TlafcaUn foldiers, were wounded, but few were flain on 
the fide,of<'the confederates. Cortez being nowmafter of 
the principal ftreets, todc poffefbbn of a tentple, which, from 
its height, conunanded a view of the whole city and lake* 
Here he placed a garrifon, with orders to keep contm^lw 
watch, and objerve the mptions of the enemy ; a precandon 
that foon appeared* ilb^flary. At the clofe of the evenings 
two thoulimd canoes wen feen advanemg with all the i^peed 

they 



ttiiiycoulJ The guards iifw d^%ted» 

and eicery iii«irura was taken to give the Mixkms a wzrn^^ 
reception* landed in the morning at a coniiderablttA 

diifaace. ^mez advanced againft them With the bulk of'the 
confedeiate army ; and the enemy, who were fifteen thou* 
fand men ftroi>|^ did not decline the combat ; but' thc\re- 
fiftancc they m^e Vas fo faint, and thjir flight fo fuddien, 
that the advanta^ gained by Cortez fcarce merited the name 
of a vi6ior^. Four days after this the confederates continu- 
ed \tv Sachmillo for the recovery of their wounded j half the 
forces always continuing under arms, upon account of the 
facility with which they might be attacked on the fide of 
Mexico, Having now made Jufficient obfervations, and the 
Wounded being in a condition to travel, he began his retreat 
for Tezeuco^ and%compleated it without much difficulty, 
thougii the^nemy did not faii to throw obftru£lions iniiis 
way. 

By the time the expedWon to Sachimillo was finifbed, i\it^Acon/pi^ 
brigantines were in readinefs, and the canals to the lake fuf* racydtjeo* 
ficiently widened to receive veflels of much greater bulk, ^ered^ 
Every preparation for the fiegp went on with alacrity 5 and 
the caziques, in the confederacy, were required to attend, 
with all their forces, on a day appo^^d, at clfe head-quar- 
ters. While his whole thoughts wer^!N!cujjj|ed wi^Ji this im-^ 
portant enterprife, an accident happened ^at ga](e much 
trouble, and required the exertion of all his condudi and 
valour. A foldicr, w’ho had been long in his fervice, came® 
to him, full of concern, and defiring to fpeak with him in ^ 
private, revealed the whole fecret of a confpiracy formed to 
take away the general’s life, <ind alfo to murder, or confine, 
the principal captains. In this plot the lndiam^^ 6 . 

no . (hare ; it was f/Hajedked by Antonio dc Villafan^ a 
Spanijh foldicr, whofe intent^ was origtftally no more than* 
to efcape from an enterprile, the difficulties of which ap- 
peared to him infuperable. He foon communicated hfs len- 
timents to his companions, who rea ily embraced them, 
formed themfelves into a faAio!), ^nd immediately proceeded 
to dang^qjius refolutions. They blamed the genera! for his 
obflinate purfuit of a conquefl tnat mult terminate if) his de- 
ftruftion 5 declaririh, they woijld not facrifice iheif li^cs in 
complaifance to a man who was intoxicated with ambition* 

Hitherto thcTr defign was only to withdraw thAnfelves from 
; but the impo/fibilitf of procuring Ihips at Vera 
Crtiz^ to tranfport them ter Cuhcij without a^^rSflTp^t from the 

S ncral, occurripg, they refolved to coxicji^r this mfficulty by 
edding his blood. Afterwards they extended fheir plan, 
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to ele£t a geitcraU who woulj be itfi fangutne f pon ch4 ideal 
, V>cofK)iteft of MtxtcQ. An inftrument was draw^b upi wberer, . 
they obliged themfelves to ftand by each o|bcr, and foi* 
\o^ yiQafarra in this execrable undertaking. They drew 
gre^t numbers of the foldiers to fign the /vrir;ng; and 
bad not the difeovery been feafonably mad^i* the contaejott 
Wobid have fpread beyond the power of aafy remedy. The 
perfons marked out for deftrudtion were the 'generali Di 
Olid^ Sandoval^ Aharadoy Tapia^ the hiftprian CafiiUo^ and 
a few others. They were to forge a pacquet from Fera 
Cruzj which was to be given to the general while be was at 
dinner with his officers, all the ppnfpirators going in toge- 
ther, under pretence of hcark.g the news } they were then 
to ftab the dedine:* vidims with their poigOards, and to 
proclaim liberty in the ftreet^ which they imagined would 
be fufficient to engage the ren of the army in'^ ihetr caufe. 
Franeijeo Verdugo was thought to the perfon pitched upoii 
tofucceed CorUz in the command ; but as they knew him 
to be ftrongly attached to the general, and pun£^ilious in 
points of honour, they would not ^acquaint him with their 
defign, before it was fully executed. This was the relation 
of the foldiefj, who was d.awn in to fign the inftrument, had 
cbeen'prefent at fome^o^ che meetings of the Gonfpirators, and 
now demanded Ifis Jife and pardon as the reward of his fide- 
lity. Co'itez^ attended by the two alcades, went immediately 
jto feize Villofarra^ whom he found in his quarters, in deep 
confultation with three or four of his accomplices. His fears 
fuificicntly proved his guilt. Cortez ordered him to be put 
in irons, and his accomplices to be confined in another apart- 
ment. Then he examined him** in private, and extorted the 
inR^Wnent irom him, together with a full difeovery of the ul- 
,timate intention of^lje confp^’p^y/ "Th\i feizing of the paper 
left no room for dou^t. Villajm. a was condemned the fame 
nighc,«and next morning he was fecn hanging over the win- 
dow of his own quarters. It was matter of grief and afionift- 
ment to the general, to fee fo long a liA of foldiers who were 
engaged in this plot \ but this was nor a time to fatisfy juf- 
tice, at the cxpence <^f fo mlny lives, which were MValuable 
in the ptefent conjudQure. lie could ,not punilh fuch a 
number of Spaniard without relinquiOiing bis defigns upon 
Mexico 5 a Ar^tagem therefore was contrived to fatisfy juAic€» 
and to avoid puniihing the gpiUy, without feeming to con^^ 
nlve at the or to be afraid of executing his aidmbrity. 

It was ^emat^icxVithfarra had fwallowed the paper con- 
taining the engage^nt and names of the confpirators \ Ccr- 
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bis army, related the horrid dcSgn and execu* 

' HTf . * and ^declared that he thought himfelf cx- 

tremet^apM in not knowing whether he had any accojn*^ 
pH^s i addlnL that he only dcfired to be informed of zn;f 
compIamC84lmch his foldiers might have againft his proceed- 
ihgs, as ready to fetisfy them, and corre£)^his 

faults, as R^va^l^le to execute the didatesof rigorous juftice^ 
where the Ipnitj^f* his punifhments made them Igfe their in- 
fluence. This declaration, filled with feveral kind exprefli- 
ons and Toothing profeilions, gave univerfal fatisfafiion ; the 
Confpirators rejoicing that they'had not been difeovered, and 
endeavouring to efface all fufpicion of their crime, by their 
future condu£i. The f gldier s, who* had been taken into 
cuftody with Villafarra^ werH^eleafed, under pretence that 
no evidence appeared agaiim them ; and ^u$ Cortez^ by bis 
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fpirited and fenfibl^ meafure 
and reeoncil^ the minds oij 
the firft projector and cbie 


1 , fuppreffed a dangerous fa^qp, 
hi? foldiers, only by facrlficing 
intlrument of the confpiracy** 
ne Jiicewiie maae uie or tnis opportunity to ftrengthen hia 
authority, by appointing a body-guard of twelve faithful fol- 
diers, commanded by antifficer ; a flep which might, at any 
other time, have given umbrage,^ though it was now regarded 
as neceffary., • V • 

Scarc£ WAS this- dangerous faftioS^j^ppreffed, when an- 
other accident fell out, that reduced Cortfz tTf^reat f)erplexi- 
ty. Xicouncal^ general of the TlafcaJan forces, eithJr upon 
fome frelh difgult, or that he had not yet laid afide his an- 
cient animofity, withdrew privately from the army, with a 
body of men, whom he had engaged in his intcreft. The 
general was informed of his retreat by the Tlafcalans them- 
felves, few of whom approveefof his conduct. This beha- 
viour of a commander, To confiderable among the 
was of the moft a jundure when 

Cortt^ was entering upon an^merpm^'tnat required the ut- 
moft unanimity. He was in great diificulties how tospro- 
ceed, and firft rcfolvcd to fend foroe of the principal 
Ian nobility to endeavour to^erfuade him io return. This 
expedient proved fruitlefs. JCicoWt^al not only refufed liften- 
ing to thovi^ad monition, but he difmifli^ them with.a con- 
temptuous anfwcr ; which fo enraged Cortez^ that hc^mme- 
* diately fent a party to take him p&ifoner, and to kill him (The 
refifted. Thejatter was put in execution. Xcoi^ncal fought 


obftinatelv, and was flain, his companions^ 
*> f c ii i p i }lii ii r»e ^ftance . Herrera alleges, that 
back prilbner to Tezeuco, arfd publickljf h: 
a power from the republic of Tlafcala^ to 
Mod. Hist. Vox.. XXXVIlL ^ S’ 
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Execute him» if found guilty.' We have fc^vr^d 
;^tion ofJe SoUs^ as the molt ^hable; h heinh^nli^t^'thirt 
T Vtrte% would venture to execute an in£m of'/^igj^uadity 
\mong fuch a number of his countiymen» couldinoc 
htlrerent the indignity of lb foamefui a punll^.*fj(^:;’ 

Siegt ef , * HESE impediments being hajlpily remqriedt'i^srtes or- 
Mexico, dered the brigantines to be launched, and^en' reviewed bis 
May 21. Spanijh arnly, which conflfted of eight hundred Und feventy- 
fix foot, of whom near two hundred were mulketcei^ and 
crofs-bows, eighty-fix horle, together with eighteen pieces 
of cannon, the three largeft of iron, and the reft fmall field- 
pieces of brafs. He had now likewife fufficient (lore of 
powder and ammunition, an^^ery thing elfe which he 
judged neceflary to the fucceCSrbSthe enterprife. He laboured 
dligently to get kll things in readinefs. ^On board each of 
tl?e thirteen vefiels he put tw^nt/^-five Spaniards., and twelve 
Indian rowers, with one piece (ff cannon. Then He refol- 
ved to poflefs himfelf of the d^awfeways of Tacuba, Iztapa^ 
iapa, and Cdjtacan ; for which purpofe be divided his army 
into three bodies, each under the conduift of Aharadt^ de 
Olid, and Sandoval, alBfted by proi^r officers. It is reported, 
riiat the Indians, who alF.Ied foe Spaniards in thofe three at- 
^ tacks, amounted to a*f hundred thoufand |QeB.i| although 
Cajlillo tcduce^ tbs .dumber to twenty-four thoulpnd, with- 
out at ril accounting for foe great number who rendezvoufed 
at the head-quarters when the brigantines were launched. 
'' The attack on Tacuha was intrufted to Alvarado, with the' 
title of comtnander in chief in that diftrift. Sandoval had 
charge of the expedition againft Iztapahpa, with a fimilar 
title j and the attack againft Cayoasan was headed by de Olid, 
had honours conferred on him equal to thofe of the two 
^er commanders. As for Cort^r himfelf, he took charge 
* of the fleet, detrffi;:'»’'J’''ui’V'iice hinilelf mailer of the lake, 
and to aflift at that quarter Which Ihould appear to bb the 
hardeft prelled. 

ALVAlCdDO nnAAe Olid marched in company to Taaiha^ 
which city they found ^.deferted by foe inhabitants ; the 

S eater number of whom were gone to defend Mexico, aiid 
e reft retirr.d to li.e mountains, where they wdfb' forming 
h cvnfiherable army, to proteft the aquedinSs which came, 
from the mountains of CSapulttpeque. As the city was en- 
tirely fuppl^d with freOi water by thefe and other con v^ances, 
the emperfV had deftined <an army for the defence o f. eag ll 
aquedud^ ^^on nsn be was informed ihat Csr/rSTwaTre- 
IblVed uffon th^;ege. The two Spamfls captains led their 
troops f^gainfi the '‘enemy, defeated them after a warm en- 
gagement. 




jbg?bte&9 \|d then deftroyed al} die pi^a# (u^rm^ the 
take its free courre« and discharge Ufelf in the 
laka^Tjpi Was the firft ftep to the iwge of the capital^ 
il^wasiaibcitant ; becaufe the conveyances of water bti^ 
^cut were forced to feek it at a diftan^in 

the broM»^|^ ran from the tnountaioiS, which put tbm to 
grbat itrcmvlmncc, and employed a number of handC that 
height otb^wM^affiil in the defence of the eity^ Whetf this 
buunef^was mmhed,^/fd marched with his detachmenV 
and took poft at Cayoacan^ as he had been directed by the 
general. His attempt on the caufeway would have been at- 
tended with difficulty, had he not been affifted by CarUz^ 
who had, by thi:; tinrx,^eafured hl^firength with a vaft fleet * 
nr Mexican canoes. Tw^^^eral was preparing tp aflift at / 
the feveral attacks, wheVa fleet of flve kindred canoes, tilled 
with the, princi|fel nobiliw, was difeovered, advancing^ to- 
war<frhim9 from Mticicojl fotlowed by another fleet, fo nu- 
merous, that the whole ^vht amount to above fourthou{and 
veflels of difFerent (izes. did not think it advjfable to 

leave this formidable powcr\^hind, nor to decline a com- 
bat that was expcAcd by thewhole city of Mtxice^ as ap*^ 
peared by the crouds of people\|hich filled the windows and 
balconies* His offieers concurring^ith htsppvpion, he drew 
up his Ajuadrdtrilrfbrm of a crefeeHi ^t hat he might extend* 
his front, and engage with frecdom^ilM thcif advanced 
flowly towards the enemy, that his rowers might break in 
with greater force upon the canoe fleet, when they wer^ 
within a proper diftance. It was perfeiSIIy, calm at thij 
time, fo that his whole dependence in finking the cne&y was 
upon the vigour of his rowers ; but a breeze fp inging up a-* 
ftern, Cortez hoifted fail, ahd bore down with fuch irreiilli- 
blc force, that the Ibip overturned every thing itv^Sflir 
Courfe ; while crofs^bows, play« 

cd with great fury, and cg^rfacrdinSf^^uccefs. The nobles 
of Mexico^ who led the van, made fome refiflanca; but 
the reft was all diforder and confufion, the canoes running 
foul, andydhattering each^other, to avoid being run down 
Iw the brigantines, or funK by the artillery. In a word, the 
a complete defeat, foM hundreds /)f canoes 
ilrere acflroycd, and feveral thoufand Cf theiA people flain by 
the arms, or drowned by the ueflels of the Sfjainienrds* v?ho 
now gained Jibe reputationof being invincible W the watery 
element, and rode triumphant on the lake, intld^iiig the city 
with iiApunity. * 

After this vi^Qry, Corfez rcfolvW t^ffoce^to ktiepa^ 
lapa^ to affift Sandoval ^ but a fleet ofl^anoes hiving been 
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dilbovered, making all poffible difpatch to i he 

^^hought de Qtid might ftand in more immediatq^s^ oj^c* 

' In vain he exerted his utmoft endeavoui^o up 

^*th the canoes, as a calm obliged him to trjJW^olly^o 
hisV^rs; however, he arrived very fcafonabmW^^^ 
0//^;elief* That officer was engaged on the and 

was ^liged to make a front to the enemy ((efSnded it, 

, and ^o the canoes, who attacked him on eaoiyido^ He w%Pt 
on the point of retreating, and yieMing tfp tibe ground he 
had gained, when the Spantjh fquadron arrived. The Mexi^ 
cam had drawn up the bridges, towards the city, over thofe 
chafms by which the waters of the higher lake difeharged 
themfelves into the lowce. Behir^lh^ b.idgcs they had fixed 
planks, infuch a manner, that)J^y^.uld annoy tlie Spaniards 
over the tops ; and, tin cafe they {^^uld be forced to retreat, 
they had raifed farther obftrudtionc, by trdiches filled with 
water, which they dug behind, o/cr which wero lau? loofc 
planks, that could eafily be‘rea«qyed after they had re* 
tired. In this manner were the; three caufeways fortiried, 
and fuch were the difficulties O id was endeavouring to fur- 
mount. He had already mi^e hiitifelf mafier of the firft 
trench, from which be drnhre the enemy by his fire-arms j 
then filled it up with fafci’V'S, over which the troops march* 
^ed to attack the fecoj)({* trench. The Mexican canoes now 
obliged hith to dcfenfively ; but they were (bon put in 
conmfion'by the brigantines, who likewife played their ar- 
tillery fo bri(kly upon thofe who defended the trenches, that 
they fled in diforder to the laft rampart between them and the 
city. Night now came on, and prevented the coi.fedcratcs 
from purfwing their advantage, by falling upon the Mexicans^ 
who defended the laft bridge, bdfore they had time to reco> 
vci*‘7i‘om their pannic. However, they maintained the 
ground which they Jj^ad deadly, and next morn- 
ing advanced to the attacK, found the bridge fortified 

with fuch variety of ftrong works, and defended by fuch a 
multitude, that the enterprife feemed hazardous, if not im* 
pra£ficab!e« Yet thegrcatelt difijpulties appeareft^fter they 
were engaged, and where u retreat would be dilgraccful. 
The artillery ffjOin tk^ Ihips made die. iful (laughter r>f th^ 
enemy; while ^ 0/iV Was employed in fijiing up the dltchj 
ana dcllroying l:hc fortific ’.tio»s on the caufeway. When he 
had compiete^this bufinefs, he began his attaqjc, and was 
feconded hywortezj who landed with thirty Spaniards^ and 
infufed fuch^c^into the troops, that they Wrove tbeciT(W^ ^ 
before then^ intol^c city, gainedv ifhe pr;ncipal fireet, and 
forced a ftj^Ag temjutp^ filled with troops, without a fingle re- 
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liatcly that whole quarter of the City was 4^^^- 
I enemy, and Cortez hatl thoughts of 
M he gained, and removing •his head-quaryb 
lezeuci^ when he dropt his projed by thd^- 
cers, who reprefented the danger to whigA his 
expofed, from the perpetual attacks of the 
difficulty of bringing provifion. It was 
the gej^ral fenfc^f^ttl? council of war, that they ought to 
make their advances equally at each of the attacks, in order 
to divide the enemies forces, until all had carried their ap- 
proaches into the city, and drawn fo near, that they could 
be other. • CorUz felt the convic- 

tibn orthe arguments um u}uhc officers, and immediately f 
relinquifhed his jwn defi®, • / 

After the troops \^e ^efreflied, by refling a wHoleV^ 
eveni1!g^iA^.he poft they hid gained in the principal ftrcct of 
Mexico^ Cortez proceed#Ain the morning to Iztapalapa^ 
where he found Sandoval \duced to great extremity. He 
was pinched within narrow\narters, and in a manner be* 
fiegcd by the Mexican canocs^l^lthough he had defeated re- 
peated reinforcements fent fronWhe city. In this fituation 
he wras when 6V/^2: arrived, and pj^ed the Atillery of his^ 
brigantines fo fuccefsfully upon the^?»iaggijvhichj)cfet San- 
dovaU that they retired in the utmoft confufior^ into the 
canals leading through the city into the lake, and were over- 
turned by the preflii^g in of people from the banks. Ther^ 
was fcarcc any attempt made to refift the Spanijh fquadron 5 * 
yet the numbers that were drowned greatly diminilhed the 
Mexican forces. ^ 

CORTEZ now perceived, that it wmuld be impoflthjg.^ 
life the caufeway to adv4mage, until he had deftroyeotnat 
part of the city Ixtafalapa^fiKt^^snSiS^td a retreat for the* 
Mexican canoes. This WTOJd occafion fuch delay, as might 
prove fatal to the other attacks ; he therefore determfned to 
evacuate this poft entirely, and fend the body of^forces, under 
Sandaved^jA feize upon Tap:aquiUa^ where there was a caufe- 
'commodious for attacking, hut more advantageous 
^eii^n he now had of ftaiving^re A/rlriV^?KJ Into fub- 
5 n. S arched, as he wyordere^ ail6, epbJsjf 
arrival at Tapeaquilla^ found tBe j^cc cvaculted. Cortez^ 
who had efcorted him with the brigantines, fet Alior Tacuba^ 
where he iouvSLjIlvarado in*poiIeffion 4)f Ap city, but 
"^l£Rr6h1blling contin\any wi^ the energy, tha^ifSsvfs of men 
^more than ovcj^bfrlM^iced advantage aHhe po\ It was 
mis which made Cortez 4(1^ orders, that all attars ibouM 
ccafe, and.^pplyjiimfelf to airembli«g a fleet of €»oe$ fuf- 

3 n ficient 
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t lo olfftruft all convoys to the city. "WjjpR 

fd^rhe number he thought necefiary^ he rt^neMhem 
and»diftributed this reinforcemewnmi^ng the 
ines, which he now divided into threjjmb^ 
his time an entire ftop was put to tly^fj^ of the 
Mtmam ; and the befieged found themfelvcs weany ttraitcn-' 
cd for water and provijton To remove tH^^yS^ru^tiQi^ 
the employed all their addreli^^nu'lrngerniit'y ; and, 
indeed, the variety of contrivances upon which they fell, 
fufSciently evince, that the Spaniards had to do with a fubtle 
enemy, fruitful in ftratagem and invention. Perceiving that 
all their endeavours to ibrtify *'**^iva5es^»^r?.<ibortivCj 

\thcy fent by fecret anddifFcreni^alih/^es feverai canoes of pio- * 
racers, to clear the Weehes which Ae Spaniards had filled up, 
"^that they might fall upon thenjL wjph their whole force, when 
tbeyfliould be obliged to retire. rThis ftratagc^i'h^ fuc- 
ceeding to their expedation, thryrmadc perpetual failles in 
the night, and kept the conf^erates in continual alarm, 
with inttntion to attack theny^^ith all their ftrength when 
Stratagem they were fpent with fatigi^ But the fipheme which moft 
tfthe^ difeovered their ingen uit)%|^as that formed againft the Wj- 
Mexicans^ gantines,^ wttbfe fupcrioxtorcc they aimed to deftroy by fepa- 
rating theim, ai^ them finglc. They built thirty 

of their jarge canoes, which the natives called piragua*, of 


a larger fizc, and ftrengthened them with great planks, to 
Veccive the (hot, and engage under /helter. With this fleet 
they rallied out in the night, and took their Nation behind 
the reeds in the lake, which grew fo high and thick, that 
they formed feverai groves impenetrable to the light. To 
the brigantines into the ambufeade, they had provided 
fome canoes, laden with proviliop as a bait, and had alfo 
*fixcd ftakes in thf points were covered. 


in hopes either to founder the bn^ancinss, or entangle them 
in fura a manner, that they might be engaged to advantage. 
Two of the^ brigantine* Wng foon after obferved cruieing 
^ear this ftation, the Mexicans pat out their in order 

that the might give chacc. The fuc- 

cccdcd.* who had no fufpicion, ^ri**ed t|ie 

cjfnoesiwich all^ hc force of their oars, fell ip ^ 

the bidden ft/^kes, and^^cre'To embarralled, that they could ' 
neither re^«t nor advance, whpn they iaw«the piri^as 
coming wiW'defpcratc fury to fall upon thriin. A fliarPM j^ 
gagement^^S^K^gap ; the Spaviards Kicd thcir®ilftj!Beta 
xnd artilwy witrNall poflible d(,^igcnr/i’*^*«rhi^e the chief en- 
deavourpf the Mmcans was to^^ward them, iA which they 
wwc al way* foiled, l^wever, all the vajw o^^e! Spmifi. 



havv funk under the weight of naoibaw, i»4 
of the cannon fomewhat dlfengaged their vj' 
^eie afterwards quite cleared off by the ende 
' expert fwicnmers; who, by dint of fireng 
^e of hatchets, remored the flakes. Q^ing 
l^^ty, they made dreadful deftrudion aiAong 
^i tbe encm Y,^.^jI; and deftroyed moil of the piraguas, aafiq 

as their own fecurity would admit. 
The viSory was complete, but it was dearly purchafed, at 
the cxpcnce of the lives of Barba and Pertillo^ whofe valour 
contributed chiefly to the fuccefs. 

It wajnot lopgjf^fcre Cohez h%d an opportunity of re- 
"VSBglBg tncOTSSirthl^jf ♦b officers. _ Having received 



Vkd the 
now at 


notice that the enemy ha( 
them behind thA’eeds, in^ 
engagMieni) under the fai 
folved to countermine thei] 
cealed among fome ree^i 
lay. One of thofc 


was 


epafled cheir^efTels, and ftationed ^ 
>rder to draw the Spaniards to ani 
e difadvantages as befoie, h^rc- ' 
plot. Six brigantines were con«* 
not far from where the piraguas 
icrcd to crui^ about, as if in 


fearcb of canoes with provifiw, and afterwards to draw as 
near the concealed piraguas ksVas neceflary to let them fee 
they were difcovcred ; and w'herr^ey gave chace, Ihc was 
to make all the difpatch poflible place of thecounter^ 

ambufeade. Every thing fucceeded t^^’^^ir moft fanguine 
cxpe£lations. The Mexicans gzve chace to the brigantine as to 
a fure prize, and were fuddenly faluted with the artillery of 
the reft of the fquadron. Their atfempt to retreat was nov^ 
in vain ; the Spaniards poured in their fbot with ib much 
fury, that not a flngle piragua efcaped being funk or 
Uken. • 

Those fucccflcs, though no ways dec! five, ferved tev^isr^ortez 
mate the confederate^, aWiL^ ffa^t en the enemy > who, 2 kQ-maies o- 
cording to the advices rccgiJIdnolSWfrfity, were now 
duced to great want of provifion. It was alfo report^, that£/^ peace^ 
the necelHties of the common people hid ^ndered them 
clamoroiM which C^r/rz^thought a fit opportunity for re* 
newins^s pacific overtures ; fos though be bad the utmoft 
l?afojM^elievc he fhould fucceed in Spe reebdtion^of Mexi^ 
he was fenfible, it muft co^ blooci and*it belides 
grfeved him to deftroy fo be^tifijjra city ; ^ithoiit 
he found, bc'fhould hardly be able to gain pc 
noble ^xir^-^ifonersiVere fent with the pr^ 

’ itfetirraceived, wh more temper than w * ‘ 
emperor. It lyuu^terwl^s affirm^ bv 


lie called a odCncil ^hisWincipal offiqffi and miH 
bid bebry^ojehe wret^d condign of the ci< 


'effion. Some*^ 
fais, which 
[dedy by the 
ners, that 


ifters, and 
the^- 
digious 




illow*' 
ifcs ^ 
wei^ 
ing'‘ mt 
own in* 


Tbi Hiftory of America. 

digioils diminution of the number of inhabit! 

^jra of the people on their being reduced to 
[)ce of proviAon, the deftru&ion of fo ma 
tuples.; in a word, all the confequenccs of 
recsed ; after which, he afked their opinion 
pro^ais made by the Spaniards^ and exp ~ 
cliitation for peace, as far as was conAfterjLJ^itJi the ch^ 
raster of a prince of martial genius ai^J/tV/.ia(6wll:ofrrSg®^ 
was the univerfal fenfe of the members of this council, that 
the overtures for peace ought to be admitted ; but when the 
propoGtion was referred to the priefts, they oppofed it with 
the utmoft violence, forpfeeing the 

and of confequence the ruin of/T^mlidcntx overtfi't nilTHT* 
of the people. TJ^ey prct^ecKo have received certain 
anfwers from their idols, whichfave theOf frefh alTurances 
of victory j which fo animate!] council, thak^liV^^xcept 
the emperor, changed their fentilients, and declar^ for the 
continuance of the war. Gu^imozin^ or ^autimocy as 
Herrera calls this emperor, th^ declared, that although his 
own fentiments were paciA^ne would nevertbclefs give up 
his opinion to the clergv^nd council ; withal prohibiting 
any one fronj ever agair^reAiming to mention peace, from 
whatever conAderatiojp^^n pain of capital punifhment. By 
this declaration ^.cSiought to animate the Mexicans to de- 
fperatc cfR-rts, and by that means bring the war to a happy 
^concluAon, Ance he could not efFeft this by the way of ne- 
gotiation. 

When the emperor’s refolution was brought to Cortez^ 
he deti^rmined to refume his attacks by the three caufe- 
ways, and to carry Are and'fword into the very heart 
"l>fc»ehe city ; fending orders to his officers to begin their 
^operations at Tacu^zndjp o^^ e^ian while he charged him- 
felf with the neceulry “^pioaoijf^s by the way of Cayoacan, 
alfifte(l by Chrijiopher de Olid. During the ceAation of ope- 
rations by land ordered by Cortez^ the Mexicans had cleared 
the breaches in the cauleways,^ and erc<Sled fume works, 
which were now foon deftroyed oy the artillery t^jhc (hip- 
ping. i^wever, dug one ditch of fuchpOtyth aijd 

breadth, jtbat/t coft^e confederates a great deal of trV^ft- ^ 
bro^ down about Axfy feet of the cable- 
way, to enlace the ditch^ which they filled wi^h the waters 
i* _ I -■ 'I'he oppofite bank was^^vered with for- 
^ ^h#rc a ftrong work vras jpifcd of ^imbcTW®^ 
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Aw give fny to 'the artillery. The' onty diffictiTljiii#4a - 
wbrinrfthl cannon fo bear$ for whenever that waseffetgM^. 
every i»c Iroke the fortification to pieces. No foonernid' ' 
gained this breach and flrong poft, than jfiore 
'*<;|bAriS9l^^ appeared ; but with fuch fury did they ^ tbs 
artillery, \ql^ the Mexicant were driven from aiif theic 
^enches, snd a fudden faintnefs, feemingly the effi^ oftfome 
TO»tercfelr; their operations. It was then fup* 

pofed that the Mexicans were commanded by the emperor to 
prepare their whole ftrength to attack the enemy in their re- 
treat, Cortex fufpeSed his intentions ; but he had then 
fcarce time to to his quartos before night, and yet 

ftmntTitlm^^ the pofts he had gained with- 

out the moft imminen^angA*. After fetting fire to rever?4 
houfes, to pri^ent tbeii' . /t-i .ij 

ganeMiMM^ire, and was 
infinite multitude, anc 
which being permitted 
fomething extraordinary 


»bftru£ling hiS next afTault, he b«j- 
>or^alarmed with the fhouts V an 
the found of the facred trumpet^ 
to the priefts, intimated that 
^as tranfading.v The noife was 


difmal and unharmontaus ;^ut adapted to infpire thofe bar- 
barians with a kind of favdg$^age, that made them defpife 
life, through motives of religioIK Their van was compofed 
of fcle<2 warriors, who fell uponXe rear of tSc confederate 
with inexpreflible fury, and were re^h^d witbproportion- 
able courage by the fire-arms and crofs-bows, with Cortez 
at the head of the cavalry. The great ditch now flopped the 
retreat, and Cortez exerted his utmoft endeavours to give a 
check to the enemy, until bridges could be laid over, on * 
which the troops might pafs in fafety j but he found it impof- 
fible to preferve order among the confederate /wd/’fjwj, who 
precipitated themfelves into the canal, in the greate^rss^Si 
fufion, leaving tb% jAd the Spaniards to maintain 

the engagement againft^rlle whSB^rce of Mexico. TheCortealx 
flaughter he made waswrrible j but the enemy py^efTed on defeated^ 
undaunted, took, foixy Spaniards alive, wounded the greater 
numbei^and muft have inevitably deftroyed the whole, had 
not thi^rigantines come feafonably to their relief, and car- 
xit^M^Cortex wounded, difappoint^, dM^ated, and cha^ 

^d. It is affirmed, that fomjf thoufinids or Tlafcalans 
fiffied in tbis^retreat, th^t apiece of lannon 

that ^e Mexican^ celebrated 
with great rejoi^g^, and the 
priFoners^ thtf UIIm of whofc 
led upon th<^srfwrs\f their hor- 


in 

the enemies hands, and 
victory tfie 4ine niglK, 
racrt%e of tnk Spanifi 
leaping heart^ljf fprihlj 
riblc-Idolsw ^ 


While 



^ America, 
the attick on the lide of 
iitifortondte manner^ the operations of a paf tair ita^ 
carried on by Sandoval and Jharado^ by th J ca^lewayt 
of and TapeaquiUa^ were not more pro^^us^^^ 

thou^ the lofs was not fo confiderable. *TjM 
bridgej^Alled up ditches, drove the enemy fraCK^'r pof^s, 
but vwere fo vigoroufly attacked in their retreat,, t^at t went)^ 
Spaniards were killed or taken, fome^thw^nds 'oiT dMm 
fltin or drowned, and the two corps abfolutely defeated. 
This circumftance extremely difpirited the troops,^ efpecialty 
as the Mexicans in this inftance appeared to be victorious, 
without the concurrcnce^of any acci<^^in| thejr f^our : 
whereas Cortez fuftained his defeat injpotmrtjSti^^ ofJWtoi 
Ve Aldarete the treafqfer's negfeCl It orders. As foon as 
tfte ureat ditch was carried, the geiwral had^gKren him direC'^ 
,^ion?immediately to fill it up tef feAre a retreat ; J;^»i:^^da• 
raters ardour and fanguine expeCfafions, that Mexico would 
certainly be carried at this afiault Jlooked upon the employ* 
menc defined him as neither n^eflary nor honourable, at 
a time when the reft of the army was^ngaged. He, there- 
fore, advanced to the battley^id his negledt was not difeo- 
^ Vered before thp retreat, y^n it was too late to repair hU 
WTor. Senfibje of his (irat, he now haftened to the gene- 
ral, and oflFered his<iK^ as an atonement for his crime ; but 
Cortez fatirficd himfelf with a feverc reprimand, not chufing 
to difhearten the troops, or deprive himfelf of a good offi- 
cer, upon account of an overfight ariftng from excefs of 


courage. 

Artijici of The Mexicans were highly elated with their advantage, 
Guatimo- apd Guatimozin ufed every artificc*to improve it, by weaken- 
in ^.he enemy, and tnfpiring his own people with confi- 
dence!, He fpread a killed in the late 

adion, he fent the heSCloftne^acrificcd Spaniards to all 
the neighbouring towns, that thefe proofs of his vjdlory 
might bring bick thofe who had deferted him ; and be af- 
ferted with the alTurance of felf-t;onvidfion, thatwhe gods 
being now appeafed with the blood of their enen^, had 
informed t;im thfiy W(|uld put a fpaedy ifTue to the warl^nd| 
in the fjpape offeightsjjays deftroy all who oeglefted 
Wi*^1h|s. At tjfe fame tWQS he employed a number of emii^ 
Airh$ in the Inkan camp, v^ho fpread thefe menaces of the 
gods among confederates, ^by wWch'con^caiice he fuc* 
ceeded (b hanijv fn his defigns, that in tm fpace o^thretf 
Tl^e In^.iiights^srr^ fomli^inE^^ almcA'enti||ridyi^ fcarce 
an^de/ert any remaii/ng befid^ the officeA’' • j SbUitJ^v Even the 
fro\ Cox-Tlafiakns v/ere terrified with the dibadful dedbnei^n of the 

*«'X ( . ** 



in prder to avoid the 

tSfeir wrltfarl At firft Cortex wk farmed by extraordi* 
an IcciMfity and defpaired of the fucceft of )ti$ 
p3fii> b^umen he was made acquainted with the occaiiot^ 
he^ent th\r commanders after cheip to temportfe with dietr 
fears until ^ligne of the prediilion (hould be expired* and 
i^he/^qei thoroughly convinced of the fallibility o{ the 
orSBH^ a contriwa^ which produced the efieS* When 
the eight days were pxprrcd, this ignorant people yielded to 
perfuafion* lai^af^e their fears* and returned with fr.e^ 
vigour and refolutibn to their quarters ; by which means the 
army wk greatW^gmented> the feints of the people took 
a iWclen^inl^iwt^ flocked in luch crowds to the camp* 
that Cortez^ in^ few d^s* fohnd himfglf at the head of two 
hundred thoufdtid hghtim; men. 

H9>V^M|SER*« the Mexican f reaped feme advantage from 
their ftratagem. ThcjTr duced the Spaniards to the neepf- 
'fey of rufpending all lic|^ilities* during which time they 
made frequent fallies* whijjh extremely harrafled the enemy* 
but without being ablft to ^ain the pofts of which Cortez 
had taken pofieflion. Hen^e*^e famine was daily gaining 
ground, and Cortez was inforrfXd by the prifoners he had 
lately taken, that the army was d^Tatisfied, and the pcopUj 
reduced to extreme ncceffity for waj!Pl?f bread* and water. 

They were forced to drink the brackiOi water drawn from 
pits* which produced a variety of difeafes, of which great 
numbers died. The inconfiderable fupplies of providoAs 
brought by the canoes were equally diftributed afhong the 
nobles* which became an additional fubje£l of difconcent. 

In a word, they rcportcd*that the vulgar, in general, be- 
came fo clamorous, as to give fufpicion of their fidedijyt* 

Such intelligence was and that 

it might not be loft, aflSSrBteST bis officers to delilJe- 

rate upon the meafures neceflary to be purfued in th^e prefent 

feuadon of afeirs. In this council it was unar^oufly refoJvcd 

to centre their attack^ and pufli both the fiege and bloc* 
kade^^^or this purpofe ftrong garrifons were to be \eh 
|the^#^^quarters and pofts* wbile^he left of ^ the forces ^ 
i an aflault by the three ca^ways.lcndeavouripg to 
^itc in the grejt fquare whcrlit ^as^^fed 

to cftabli(|i a footing, and th^^y prevenyhe neceffitySX^ 
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paired their refpe^jive pofts on 





r ^SR^ftufew&ys as before, and were each fupport^ bj^a 

of canoes and brigantines. They now ha| t4 dtfpTO 
all the breaches againt as the enemy had driwfil up 
bridges, and ercdled new fortifications. TheVbippganfill^s 
plyed their cannon, and the foldiers kept up fo a 

charge'^f fire-arms and crofs-bows, that aU mefe impedi* 
ments were foon removed, the three divifions arrivin g abotH ^ 
the fame time in the city. Here they A«fi4y gained igmi 
ruined ftrects, as they were but faintly defended by the 
enemy, who relied chiefly upon thofe llreets‘ where the tops 
of the houfes were ftrongly garrifoned, or rather crowded 
with foldiers. It was wpnderful to hp wLJhe three 

feveral corps of the confederate foro.afQ)]erv"eif*t he YamcTe- 
gulations, as if thcy^ad been' aniojated by one foul. Al- 
though they had as yet no commfcnicationj' all contented 
^iEW/)&ritheinielves for that day, with lhaving got a footi«i»^^ the 
41 footing city, and ufed their endeavours to fortify quarters, in which 
fji /Aar/Vy, they might reft with tolerable fe^rity for that night, fully 
determined next morning to proceed in their attempt to 
reach the great fquarc of Tiut^juco^ Which was the center 
of their fcveral cxpe6tations^fto which they tended by dif- 
ferent lines. , ^ , 

It was matter of furpritfe and difappointment to the Mexi-* 
cans^ that the confesU^rates had made good their quarters in 
the city. They had direfted all their meafures to harrafs 
them in their retreat, and thofe were now entirely broken 
arid defeated. The rumour immediately fpread through the 
city, and every mind was employed in contriving fome new 
refource. The nobles flocked in confternation to the im- 
^rial palace, in order to prevail^'cn Guatimozin to retire to 
sT^fesc of more fecurity; but he pofitivciy declared that he 
wpuld fliare in the fatce^Ji4^pH^lc. ^aSevcral expedients 
were propofed, and "abSJng others, that the confederates 
fhould 1^ attacked early in the morning with all the power 
of MexicOy anti, if poflible, diflodged ; a propofal that met 
with the emperor’s approbation. Accordingly prefiarations 
' were made, and, as foon as dtwn appeared, the whol^forces 
of Mexicoy^ in ti^ree began their attacks upois^the; 

three different l(Mgmenn> This was a definitive effort, 
tvei^i’^extcan dfterinin'iAi^ fucceed or to perifli in the aN 
^tnpt; but th^ no fooner'^Came within reach of^ the artil- 
lery planted n*all the palTes beford* the Spfiijh quarters, 
than their reUK^Uidn vanifhed. The anffba madeafuch 
dreadful flaurhter^^thdt van, thatTt upon the ^ 

center. andiKhrew whole anir.’>‘j^it6nfuiuay Divers 
efforts werteinade to rally the troops ; but tio codfederates 



uicciTant a fire of artillery iii4 mu^uafiyi 
tiraa i^poSUe for the Mtmcam to advance i^ar^ enoMi^ 


their weapons. Thus were they conmleidy <|e*- . 
without the lofs of a Angle ^nan on the fide of tihb 
^mieger^ ^everthelefs, the confederates had fiill manifbld 
difficulties^ encounter* For the fpace of four days they 
were in cdmnHal a&ion, ISirputing every inch of ground ; 

^ and beating the Mexicans from the trenches dug, and the 
works eredtcd in <?vcry ftrcct ; at the fame time they were 
under the neceility of fortifying frefli quarters for their de-* 
fence in the evraing. At laft, after encountering a, multi- 
plicity*of dangers, and conquering an infinity of difficulties^ 
Pedro Ah^ado arrived in’thc fpactpus fquare of TlataUuco^ 
where he^ound the Adhi^ans drawn up in battalia ; but he 
charged them with .fuch vigour that tj^ey fell in confufion, 
abandoned thcTquare, and retired to the adjoining ftreets* 
He ha diy itfl: poflened himfelf hi a large temple in the ndlgh- 
bourbo^, on the top of which he had made a fignal to his 
friends of his fuccefs, vAiqn Cortez and de Olid arrived witli 
the divifion under their command, driving before them a 
multitude of Mexicans^vr\io were enclofed between the 
two corps of confederates, anuNfo warmly attacked in front 
and rear, that few of them efca^^d. Not long after Sando^ 
val brought up his divifion, and gaw up the crowds of Mexi^ 
cans he was driving before him to tbe«}at« of their country- 
men, that of peri(hing by the fwords of the cnemy^by whom 
they were enclofed. The carnage was fo great, that feveral 
companies of Indians were employed the whole evening in 
clearing the fquare of dead bodies ; and the Spaniards were 
forced to keep the ftrideft watch to prevent their allies from 
running away with their wretched burdens, in order to feaft 
delicioufly on the human flcfli, according to the dctcftpijW^?^ 
rites with which tholg favigs^s cfjcbratcd their viftories. Here 
Cortez took up his quarters for the i^lfht, after having ufea 
every precaution to defen^himfelf againft the f^den ^tracks 
of an enemy now driven to defpair. / 


Jn" the ^^orning the ipc^ps were drawn out to renew the 
attack, Jiitended againft inc qu^tcr of the^ity, into which 
tke cn^etor and court had retired. Ail ftreets in that^ 
were feen full of arnied meny oehincl whom v^re * * 
number of wd^kmen dilig^tlv^s^loycdm erc^king^ft r- 
tifications, againft the laft misfoef^e that hu^ over this ai- ^ 
moft ruined id not doubt but the would 

' difpute.this lawk flake with obftinacy ;*it^ii^s therefore 
^dvifeable, he th^fpare the efFuCon ^blood, by 

^newinghiysvertu^[^,,;^^ at a jiyidiurc wl\n he ima- 




'Jtineci they would hanHy be rejeded. Accordingly 
dMc four noble prtfoners to carry a mefiage to tWem|)orci«*^ 
and acaotint hiin» that the Spanijh g^tieral was f^fronyli^ 
firing At dcftruaion of fo fine a city, and Woulni willin 
ly avoid fhedding the blood of a greater nurqjb^of JlSSt^ 
cansj provided they would Hften to equitable t^s of ac« 
comtnodation. This produced a Airpenfim^* boftilittes, 
the ^enemy expreffing tne utmoft defire to forward a pacific 
cation. In the mean time Coriez employed himfelf in re« 
connoitring the ground, and viewing tho^e fortifications 
the Mexicans were ereding, which, after jR their labour, he 
found, muft foon yield to his artilleiy. Nor did he meet 
with any oppofition, the Mexicans Ijgnifying by their filence 
and ftillnefs, that the negotiation uAs popular. The art with 
which they endcavcvtircd to difguife their neqeffity was very 
ren^arkable. They took the utmoft pains ^to perfuade the 
Sfaniaris^ that although thcj^ were no way avL.rJV'iO the 
peace in agitation, yet they were gbie and willing to profe-** 
cute the war. They fent out foveral foldicrs of gigantic 
ftaturc, to challenge any of the Spaniards^ or Tlafcalans^ to 
Angle combat ; and this pra<?cice tlfey continued until Aey 
fo far roufed the indignation/ of Mercado^ a youth of feven- 
teen, who afted in the capacity of page to Coriezy that he 
flung himfelf into t^e canal, which feparated him from the 
Me^cans^^ ^ the oppofite bank, engaged the chal« 
lenger, ^d thrufting his /word into h's breaft, laid him 
^ead on the ground, to the great joy of the Spaniards^ and 
aftoniftiment of the Mexicans^ who ^held this exploit, in a 
youth, as a fpecimen of the general valour of the enemy. 

After a iufpcncc of three days, diinng which all adion 
jeafed, an anfwer arrived from Gnatimozin^ expreflSing his 
diiire to terminate difterences in an amicable manner; which, 
however, proved only aji to p’n time to purfue cer- 

tain meafures which been prgieSed in his council. It 
was afterwards known, that he had frequently aflembled the 
nobility to oeliberatc upon the anfwer he fbould return* 

A majority voted for rdmiiting the pfopofed treaty • and this 
opinion would ^avc prcvailid, had not the priefts^'" nraia in- 
terpofed. Th-Ty ga^V^^ 'frcfh afliirances of victory rfriK pr<- 
tepded ocstcles/deliver^ to them by their jdols ; they 
a^'kihd of fa/atical ^he breafts of the council. By 

trailing this mufe, the cauid of heaven, and thfiy praSifed 
wiA the u^mft addreis all^thofe frauds bT;’^hich the pi- 
3U8 impoft^of *all nations are accuftor^ed to deWde the 
ignorant, y^pon this,^*it was ijnanjmo''?iy •^cfolved to rui^^ 
Every haa/rd in the fttrofecution a- ei^^Jvar, andwimmediately 
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hoililities, as foon as the pifaguas and cano|ll 
^4|hould be provided to favour the eoiperor’s retfekt» 

cnmy flioutd prevail. In cotrfequencc opthis dttcrmi- 
fmtionJorder^ wert iffued to colle£l all the vefFeb in Mexico, 
bal^ the lake that run in upon One fide of the quar- 
ter of tne^ity, in which the court at prcfent refided. C(nrteXL 
had notice of Vhe motions made to execute this order ; and 
judging, of the defign, direded Sandoval to have a walcbful 
eye with the brigantines upon the bsy. Then he inarched 
forward to tJmxnemy’s works ; but the Mexicans had already 
received orders ftand on their defence, and they had de- 
clared the breach o\the treaty by their hoftile cries, before 
the Spaniards levelled a. ftot, or threw an arrow. CorUz be- 
gan the attack, and theN?ourage of the enemy forfook them, 
on perceiving^the havoclc made amofg their wooden forti- 
fications by the firft difeharge of the cannon. They had 
ima^T?S^ thefe works were impregnable, and when they 
faw them (hattertd in pieces, they were feized with dread, 
and gave immediate notice of their fituation to the emperor. 

It was now ncceffary to have recourfe to artifice to gain time ; 
Guatimozin accordingly feat word, that they ftiould demand a 
parley, which was done byTigns, and granted without hefi- 
tation, the general entertaining no doubts o£ their fincerjty 
on account of their dcfcncelefs fifuation, Certex ^ave theifi 
to underftand by the interpreters, tha(t whoever tfad any pro- 
pofals to offer from Guaiimoziny might advance ^nd deliver 
them in perfedl fecurity \ upon which four nobles advancfd 
to the brink of the trench, and acquainted the general, that 
the fupreme majelly of Guatimozin had deputed thenf, his fer- 
vants, to treat of an amicable accommodation, and to de- 
mand any propofals which the captain of the Spaniards 
to offer, in order to report to his fublime highnefs thj?*ar- 
ticles of capitulatio'^i. 'fhe reply Jnadc by the general W2», 
that his only view was-^peacej and although he now had ^ 
it in his power to, give law to the rcfraftory/l/mJferw, yet peace. 
he was ready to renew the treaty which the/had wantonly 
broken. To remove aIliidifficulties,Nhe faid it was requifite 
that die emperor Ihould either kppea^ in ^fon, or, at leafi, 
Idra^neilter with his council, the fipfier r> terminate fuch 
(dilputcs as mighLa^e^in adjuftin^'sheir diffcr^ncev^^Hc 
aiTured the ambau38afs, thatjj^**wuld w^Ungly agree V', 
everything that was not injurious tfo the i^yiorityof his^ 
own maftcr^l^e king of Spain ; and l\c p^omifed in the 
moft fblemn m^er, tlyit he would not onlj^caule all hof- 
to cealjf, ffarticular^are that his^foyal perfon 

A (hould 




* be It) the utm^ le^urky^aDd treated with all the mp#!^ 


the exalted charader of an emperor of Me:^icay. For the 
fpace of four days GiuHtmozin continued this feigned iv> 
gouatioi)> until all the veflels were ready for his retrmt; and 
Cortez was fo perfuaded of his fincerity, that^he^pe foiCe 
preparations for his reception. At length notice brought 
of what was tranfaSing on the lake ; and C^r/fs, mw fenfible 
that be was the dupe of thefe barbarians^ fwore revenge. 
Orders had already been given to Sandoval^ narrowly to watch 
the Mexican piraguas and canoes, and purpofing 

to give the alTauIc early next morning. $mdoval aaed in 
the moft judicious manner. He kept wjl fmall canoes, hid 
among the reeds, to obfprve the en^'^ny, and when be re- 
ceived advice, that great numbers people were fecn em- 
barking in the canons and piragiiias, he advanced flowly 
with his fleet of brigantines, until he was hear enough to 
play filis artillery : on the firtt difehaVge of the ca^ofn all 
the enemy’s canoes, and feverat brigantines, fell upon him 
with great fury, refolving to mainflin the fight until the 
emperor had made his cfcape. The nobles had charged 
themfelvcs with this bufinefs ; and, indeed, they made defpe- 
rate efforts in defence of their fovereign, attacking the bri- 
’ gantincs with undaunted courage, notwithftanding the ter- 
rible havock made by the cannon. In the midft of this 
cngagcmenti5<2«i!??;aAot^erved, that five or fix piraguas were 
making thc^beft of their way, with the utmoft force of oars, 
from the bottom of the bay, and fufpedling that the empe- 
ror might be on board, he difpatched captain Garcia de Hol- 
fhe empe- guin^ with one of tnc brigantines, to take them with as little 
tar takui damage as poffible. This officer executed his orders with 
frifomr^ punftuality, direfling his attack 'againft the foremoft pira- 
^»iMcxi-^^iU,vvhich feeined to command the others ; and he had no 
leiz.d upon this vcflcl, than all the others lay upon 
their oars, calling out 7fi5t to fire, for that the royal perfon 
of the epipercir of Mexico was on board. To make them- 
felves the bette^underflood, the crew threw down their arms, 
and put on all the appearance of ^ubm»flion j upon which 
the Spanijh captaiiji'f anS fo.m^ foldiers, leaped into the, prize 
and fecured her. /'fheid^pcror immediately difcovcy;£d^im- 
felf b]^^hc dignity of hif^anner. He got up, and advarf 
with* am air 'bf ii^trepidjj^V offered hi.^f"^f>;hc captain’s pn- 
A>1fier, and onIy\ 'expre%.d hit loncern for the honour of his 
^ royal confort} Lho then accompanKA him.yoHc made a 
fignal to the ojthef piraguas,' and they inftantty la^upon 
their oars, cef^ed hofiiliti^, and fid>tniued^ When the no- 
^ bility, 
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and nd undcftakan, at the expence of" fSheir ci#ii liirei^ 
tie Kbeity af tbtir prince^ mre iitfortned ^ the em- 
p^Mlis falL |bef not onily fnrreifdered #ith<»ilt%filttber re- 
fiftance» boi^befou^t the Spamards they might, be fen ten 
board the fetee that they might die at the feet of 
their fovereign. The fame happened on the fiiore. H 9 l^km 
had detached a canoe to acquaint the general e^ltb hia gc^ 
fortune, the fpread through the confederate army, and 
feized the if by fympathy ; they deferted their 

works, began difmaiNipmentations^ and offered fubmifliotl 
at the diferetion of tht Snqueron 1?wo companies of Spn*- 
ntards were fent to the Links of the lake to condud the 
imperial prifonerto the artny; and orders Were iflued that 
all hoftilities ihol^ld ceafe, and the army remain in the, 
fent fit4^ti4ip until further dtrd<Sions. CcrUz went out td 
meet the captive monarch, received him with the moft pro-, 
found reverence, and waf aftonilhed at the magnanimity 
which that prince fbewed under the preflure of misfortune. 

When they arrived at the generaKs quarters, Gudtimozin and 
the emprefs went firft into the tent, intimating thereby, that 
they had no rclUfiaiice to their confinement. ^^Both took 
their feats ; but the emperor rofe up of a hidden, and defired ) 

Cortez to take his feat, telling him at the fatrie timffe by the 
interpreters, and putting his hand Upon the generalV fword. 

Why do you hefitate to take away my life ? Prifoners of 
any rank are only a trouble to the conqueror. Let me 
then, at once, have the fatisfaciion of dying by*yoUr 
hand, fince I have not been fo fortunate as to lofe my 
“ life in the defence of my people.*’ — Here his conftancy 
failed him, and he dropped fome involuntary tears, which**^ 
drew the fympatberic drops from the eyes of Cortez ; endea^ ^ 
vouring to fupprefs thofe tender emotioifs, he replied to the 
emperor, That he was neft his prifoncr, nor h^ his^^dig- 
nity fallen into fo inglorious a condition ; mt that he 
was the prifoner of fo ej'cat and powerful a monarch, 
that the whole univerfc could «not p^diihe a potentate 
^ equal :o hjm in grandeur, dominion/ noble qi^alities, 

from him he might not only hope t^rcgaln his Augufi 
*4s<« like wife the thjs^jjwvWjis %nceftoiJL#with jhe honour- 13, 1521. 

able addition of his fricndlhip^f»^nd,funtiJ ilk could ^e-^ 

** ccive his fdVqijs^n’s ij^flvuitions, he fhopld be tiei^edied by 
I ** the Sp^ardsy >nd treated in'Tuch a ,ml 4 nner^ that 4 )e 
I fhould nor be to diit^nguifb th^r fervices ir^m tbofe 


‘q|f his own fdbie^fs^ijv^s promife to 
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which he o«ght to 
’ ^ I have 



empire 

d out, but 
fiege jailed 


Ivi rigoroi^y, as it waH 

ray(A). 

Is this manner ended the conqueft of the vi 
Mexie^j the whole depending upon the fortuqp 
xeign> and the capital. Some provinces ftill 
we {hall fee how eafily they were reduced^ 'I* 
near three months ; it coft Cortez the lives of near a hundred 
Spaniards^ and an infinity of Indians. The lofs of thcil/m- 
cans exceeded an hundred thousand men, mpft mode- 

rate computation ; befides thofc who pg^ahed of difcafe and 
famine. Some thoufands of nobilit^i^ere among the ilain ; 
but the peftilence ant]^^ famine chi^V afflicted the lower fort 
of people, who ate the molt nau^us food in their neceffity, 
and drank fait wajer. Wiiat ^catly contributed to fpread 
the contagion, was the intolerable ftcnch f/roduced from the 
heaps of corrupted carcalTesf all the Ilain havinjjt.jb>»n heap- 
ed together in empty houfes, that their funeral obfequies 
might be celebrated at more leiftlte. The women difplayed 
all the noblelt qqalities of the mind during the whole courie 
of the fiegc. They attended the fick, drefied the wounded, 
made flings, and other weapons, carried water from the moft 
diftant pitS;, and even lought occafionally with truly maf- 
!> culine valour. The city, according to Herrera, was given 
up to be plundered^, and the booty was immenle, although 
it was dufpefled that Moiezumd's treafures were concealed* 
^ CorUz exprefled his acknowledgments to the Almighty for 
the fignal fuccefs of his arms by a folcmn thanklgiving, after 
which the troops were led back to Cayoacan^ and the bulk 
of the confederates difmifled, with largo prefents and ho- 
nourable rewards of their fidelity and important fcrviccs. 
x^Many of the AJcxican nobility were let at libeity, and Cor^ 

^ uz exhorted the inhabitants to a pcr(jp£l refignation and fub- 


(^)G aatimozin was a youQg 
prince of yx^nordinary quali- 
tiesi high birch, gre^r. courage 
and ability inybe Lxt of war* 
although he ^as plevente'd by 
the policy of his Oort from 
his own a^^des in the 
, attacks on Spa,:7j qq^rters 
knowing tmi the i-uc oi-^bc 
city depended on hi;j fafety. He 
was talh^robufl* ’veil propor- 
tioned, haodlbme ini^his fea* 
tores, lyid fo fair in his com 
plexion, that he fc^irce rcfeoi*. 


^ed an Indian. In his air he 
was noble and majeflic* preferv. 
ing even in his captivity fiich a 
•dignity of carriage as command- 
ed the refpeff of his conquerors. 
The emprefs wa^ alfo young* 
but fo graceful in her manner^^j 
lively in her mien* that 
fhe attracted adt^lratlon and re- 
niece to the 
great HoJrMtna^y ai|d this cir- 
tumf nl^re ftrongly recoin- 
hell to tt»e Sp>in/^dj, 
Ih Si/r, lib.lv. cap. ir. 

A , numon- 





alrni^ wouW feciat , ^ 

they eajojfcd uridur the govcmmcflt df GuattMwf^* VftthSt 
relpe^t toMotizuma's treauircs* the moft dJUgem fcarch proved 
\ltiwas well known that when Cortez refided in the 
court of ths?, monarch, he was pf>fle(lcd of immenfe wealth, 
which mighJ^navt^poffibly been now expended in fupporting ” 
the war, and prefcrving the fidelity of the provinces and lio- 
bility. This wasaconfideration that never once occurred 
to the mind^s^Jfhe Spaniards^ wiio regarded the riches of 
Motezuma as alto^jn^er inexhauftible. Fully perfuaded they 
would become ihcirotei property as foon as Me^cico was re- 
duced, they pufhed tflk fiege with tedoubled igour, and 
n<'\v were chagrined w it n\di I appointment, in proportion to 
their fanguine e>q)e6iations. I'he foldifrs cried out, that 
Guaiimozin had concealed the treafurcs ; and it was indeed 
affi; mew »A ';4 fome of the Meoltcan nobles, that he had often 
declared his refolution of throwing all his wealth into the 
lake, whenever he found^refiftancc would be fruitlefs, and 
muft fell. Many, however, fiifpeftcd, that this de- 
claration was an artifice? and fo impatient were the foldiers^ 
that Cortez yielded to their {)refling inftances, to bring the 
monarch and his prime favourite to a ftrift account. The 
latter was put to the torture, but confeffed nothing, cafting « 
his eyes, as he was expiring upon the ^ck, upon 4iis fovc- 
reign, with all the expreflion of inviolable tendernefcand fi- 
delity, which fome conftrued into a prefumption that he was ^ 
poirefl'ed of the fecret, but rcfolved to carry it with him to 
the grave. It was this fufpicion that produced the* refolu* 
tion of trying the efFcQs of torture upon the monarch him- 
felf; imagining, pofSbiy, that his conftancy might yield to 
the excruciating pangs of the rack : an action which reflefts^ 
eternal difgrace M^on jportez^ who had palTed his word for ^ 
the empero.’s good uugc. It was piteous to behold the ef- 
fects which this unworthy punifliment of her load produced 
on the emprefs, which even mollified the hearts w the orutal 
foldiers, and drew forth teajjs of compaffion from the eyes of 
the general, who now ordered Gnottmo* taken from 

the wheel, jftcr he had endured, witho/tflhrinking, ^thc ex- 
tremity of pain. Cortez afterwards exJ^edAimfclfj^fqj^Ws 
breach of his rnpif^rlmiilni ofbip/rity, by dfledgin^, 

that he w^as acciifed of beingptej^to conceal- 

ment of the U 4 ft.?(urc, wish intention to wprive thtffoldicrs of 
their prej^rtion ^^arflfipicion whTch it wa^ ictcum^nton him 
to remove, Biyilie meth^ which tw took to cmar lumfelf 
viis by ro mea^ approved. The fQloiers, who had infified 
hjs makijig ftria inquijjVfdr thefreafure, nojr taxed/ 
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.ortez 

an 


; ,^ef htm j iltty vrtre 

beroiSn Witti whfeh the monarch iu];^rtecl hts 
and glad to ttiift ofF froth tbemfelves the oditim of fb ^ 

' ahte ao a<£H6ii, though at the expehte of the hoiij^ur ofrtlieif 
eomrti,Vndef. In a word, theglOry oftineof th<»^nohleftodi!i-fc 
i|uefts related in the annals of mankind, hms lifiiied bf ara* 
nee and cruelty j and the reputation of C^tkz^ which would 
otherwife have been handed down to pofterity Mtith untainted 
luftrc, was grc?.tly obfcurcdj by fufierifjy 2h aft equal!/ 
lOean, fordid* and perfidious. ’ 

It was now the general's endeav^yar tu reftore peace and 
tranquillity irt the new conqueft, knowing that the (ccurity 
of the Spaniards depended greatly^.^pon the degree of cafe and 
felicity which the inhabitants enjoyed under their government, 
ttb firft meafure was to cftabliflt a civil policy, by appoint* 
ing alcades, regidots, and other magiftrates, ^i^'rchable to 
the Spanijh conftitution. Next h^determined to tranfrnit an 
account of his fucccflcs to court, to exhort his majefty to ‘ 
ccounf rf continue and confirm the new magifirates in their refpcdiivc 
ts/ucf^fi employments, and to make grants of lands to thofc who had 
performed the moft eminent ferviccs. Ahnjh d" Avila and Ah^ 

, tonh de ^ikwnes were the perfons feledtcd to carry thefe 
* difpatchcs, the king's fifth of the booty, the prefents from 
the army, and the private remittances of Cortez to bis father 
and other relations. Among the other prefents fent to the 
c king, to give him a proper idea of the importance of the new 
conqueft, was an emerald of prodigious fize, of a pyramidal 
form, pearls of immenfe value fet in bracelets, rings, 
jewels, and other ornaments, wore by the Indians \ a num- 
ber of gold and filver cups of curious wnrkmanlhip, confi- 
Bering the low condition of the arts in that barbarous coun-^ 
‘'try ; figures of fifties, birds, and othcr^nimals* in folid gold $ 
vizors of mofaic work, in fine f^ones; piflures of feathers; 
hiftoiical flirtings on cotton ; pi iefts veftments ; with an 
infinity of other particulars, valuable either for their curiofitjr 
or intrinfic worj^. /iThc new nsagiftrates wrote a letter to 
his catholic majefty j^extolHng the gallantry and prudent corh- 
duft o£» their genei'S^, to whofe mcafures they ^(cribed all 
forturi\^<jiand himfelf fent a minute rela- 
tion Vf cvcru partilScWur, "perfon of abr-* 

lity and ir^egrity m^^ht blnent to furvey the wqnders of the 
new conqueft, and^ake ^ juft re^t;:^ to h!; majelty ; and 
tbit a fu^ent *nirmber of tne dergy hy^t be ewdered to 
jSl£W Spain, to take cate of the interms of r£|igtoii^ and iffift 
m thd'prnpagatiofl of the gbfpcU . , ^ 





^ inees, iMc^ the ind^lon 

^^tersqif V ftegneti^d lake, paffiw from tte efeiiitre lo 
ill Cfideft, that tnuhif^f at they adyame. 
t«mgue fpoke^e praifes of the Spaniat^dh and th 4 ir 


lion of the t^^ders they had wrought in the downfal of fo 
Vafl an empire. The very terror of their name was 
procure the fubmiiBoin of a great number of dtlferent caait|iiea9 
pf whom Gh^never heard before, A dfanift^ fbfdlet Ihtd 
been feduced b^*^je Inmans into the territories of the fove** 
reign of Mecb(tacm!S^eit he was civilly ufed^ and drfiOiiled 
with fwch prefents, i?^uccd Certez to fend an embafTy to 
jhat monarch, whole i\^dom was reported to extend near 
three hundred league>, ii Vder to obtain fome account of a 
country, whic' awould make a vatua'jfe acceflion to the 
Afrjr/Vr/w empire. Montano^ with three other SfaniaMi^ 
and about ?iventy Indians of the firft diftin^ion, were Tap- 
pointed for this fei vice. ^They fet out on their journey, and 
jn four days arrived at Taximaroa^ a town on the frontiers of 
Mechcacan^ by the caaiqaie of which they were treated with 
great refpecSi. On approaching the capital, they were, met 
by a numerous and fplendid deputation from the fovereign 
lord of Medmcm^ who aflTured them of his ftiendlhip and 
proteflion, out of regard for their valiant exploits, ^eir con-^ " 
quells over his enemies, and the greA reputaiion^in arms 
which they had fo juftly acquired ; however, when he once 
had them in his power, he altered his tone, qucftioQcdMhcm • 
with great feverity about their intentions, and delivered them 
over to his guards to be facrificed to his gods. Influenced 
by the remon#rance$ and p^rfuafion of one of his counfel- 
lors, he dropt this defign, and fent them away to Corr^.^r*' 
with prefents, attended by an embafly of fome of the p ime 
nobiUiy of hU court, promife of fubieSion to the king of* 
and an aflurance that he would Toon mjke his ac- 
knowledgments in perfon. The prefents in gW/ wrrf efli- 
mated at upwards of a hundred thoufand preeS of eight, bo- 
lides feveral valuable curlbfitics in fathers, ftoncs. and 
pieces of elegantly wrought and figured lottoh. Thefe ani- 
balTadors returned with fo favourable p report of iheir re- 
ception, the CQiirte& am | mag nanimitiyhxTgrr^^ m v^s 
the wonJers ifeheU ilWne of jj^under, and 

9ther ejdxii^diiiary pai^ulars, that theming was ^nore than 
, ame/inflamed^ith^tfftMity } however, Y>rvtdence rrftrained 
hhi eageifiefs, anfirdetermvncd him firft la fend Mis lirpther, 
to make Airp of| the good intentions^ the Spaniards. At 
]»t he vpiuure* in perfon upon the yifit to Ceyaocdit^ where J 
^ ' T 3 — 1 Certtng 



^ ptrm HA ttittl Vgaii Ih AkA^ 

tinue &iuc« inferior in ^lendour to that oi^ mpamr *m 
Mfxko* The ceremonies of the falutadon were^dctfaonli«« 
nary ani} formal. The king never condefcended to addre^ 
htmfelf to the interpreter, but firft fpoke to bts'^eral, who 
reported the words to a peifon of inferior qualify, and he to 
fo^e other in a fubordinate capacity, until^after paffiOg thro* 
feveral hands, they at length reached the interpreter^ who 
explained them to Cortez* The king made&dhng fpeech, 
in which he acicnowledged his valTalage tolK^ing ot Sp/tin ; 
but no formal inftruments were madi^^ut, as was ufuaily 
pradifed upon fimilar occafions. Ij/ was treated with the 
moft profound reverence ; he madt prefents uf great value, 
received feme trinkets in return, /and then departed with the 
higheft fentiments*^of the generofity, genivs, and valour of 
the ftrangers. , . 

Relying upon the king’s proteftations of etSrnal friend- 
(hip and fidelity, Cortez detached Chnflopher de OHd^ with 
forty horfe and a hundred foot, to take pofleffion of the 
kingdom of Mechoatan^ in the n?^e of his catholick ma- 
jtfty, and fettle a colony at Kmtzitzitla^ and was very well 
received by the monarch, and foi fomc time met with no op- 
pofition in founding the projefled fcttlemcnt, as he proceed- 
ed gradually in bis endeavours to civilize the native barba- 
rians. ft was the ^cneialVs intention to open a way to the 
South Sea^ for which purpofe Olid had inftiudions to pene- 
9 trate into the piovinces of Colima ; in which divers Spaniards^ 
who had been fent on the fame defign, were murdered, at 
the time when Cortez was diiven out of the city of Mexuo. 
Gonzalo de Sandoval was detachpd wnh two hundred foot, and 
^thirty- five hotfc, to facilitate thefrheme, by reducing all the 
nations lying towards the notth-fea, in order to open an im- 
Efpiritu ' mediate communication. It was i^ this excurfion, that 
Santo Sandoval built the t <wn of EJpintfe Santo, Some difturbances 

imlt, in tbtfpro^ces czWcd Mt^eca^ obliged Cortez to fend JU 

varado^ with a paity^ to reduce the inhabitants to obey the 
Spanijb goveriif^nt/which he «efFe<Sted by blockading an 
army of native/witAin a fortified inclofiire of Hone they had 
erededfOear Ttz^ih^epec* Their fortification *was faid to 
l^w.'beep a leagQj^di^.compafs, and it i^uir|;d all the ability 
of the Sp(m& comRa™dcr/^:3?? fij-S^gcIbody of confe- 
derate Indjans^ to mventme enen^ from intrl^lii^ng pro- 
vifions. At laft h^ obligwi them tu^fiareifSer for wenemf 
water, aftor being educed to fuc^ extretni%, that they Wdre 
forced to quen^ iBfeir thirft with dri^ing^heir 





£ 1 uTm n^apviitees of TeptoMiiepte, aa4 SwMwitv* oil tilt 
th Sta boafti Aharaii was ordered to affift tbe oataqn* 
againft another nei^bouring cazique. This 
fmccoift' wts purebafed by prefentst and promifes of aefcnow- 
l^gtng the (overeignty of the Spamflt government. JUvarah 
quartered bn troops in the capital of bis eneniy» wbmn he 
made prilbner by a llratagem, relealing him afterwards *on 
his paying ^^gh ranfom. The country being rich in mines, Segura 
Abiaradavc^mA^ colony at Tstuttpect which he called ^^lt. 
gunit intended for^^ fecurity of the province ; it was ibon 
after abandoned, in'^^nfequence of the private dilputes of 
the inhabitants. UpotKthis the natives revolted ; Ahiaradt 
again marched into the cc’^try, reduced them to obedience, 
and entirely fu)|dued the provinces of Steomefee and Gttiti- 
mah. ^ ^ • 

Gre^i" difeoveries were now made in the moft remote 
provinces of the ^/r^rtfs^empire. Five Spaniards travelled 
through the interior countries, between the ridge of moun- 
tains and the north-feaj^ paffing Xalupequey along the foot of 
Chiapat until they arrived at Socomefcot being about four hun- 
dred leagues. By this means great part of the Sastth Sea 
coaft was diicovered. Cortex ordered ihip-bui]deis to go to 
Zateteclat to fet about equipping a fleet, which he de&ied* 
for the MoUsuo iflands ; all the rigging, and otbei^ materials, 
being brought from Vera Crux. Cbrtjiopher de at that 
time with a party in Mecboacany was ordered to aflSft in thig 
bultnefs ; and he fet out with his Spamjh corps, and a body of 
Indians^ had feveral engagements with the Catissiensy fuftain- 
ed coniiderable lofs, and was forced to abandon the enterprife, 
until he could be reinforced. Sandoval was fent to his ^ 
ance, aod he was attacked by the Cathnens before he could 
unite himfelf with the troops under Olsd, The battle was 
obftinateand bloody, tb| Inmans fought with uncommon 
fury and good order ; but they were in the ttfii compleatly 
defeated, and fo weakened, that th^ fubmitted without iur> 
ther refiftance. A colony was foun^ ^Cohmoy and lands 
were divided among the Spanifikfaiiias.^^ 

OLIDdixoing erefled a fettlement/n Meeboatass^ proceed- 


ed towards the coaft of the fouth, 


Andrea de d'e^tOi HyTUlmniwal at 
the chary of diredi^ themippii 
.jjtfurneatcftldr^ti^iy affift ip the ti 
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leing r^nfisssB^ by 
vtech^ he coiflmitted 
to hisWieague, and 
^'idition which Cortez 


who hpd now made 


anoti 
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march vjth ^Auve luin^ Spimifi foot, Mn^ 

thouiaiid Memamst and fev«nil >fitld pieces. jbi«i4iri^4M{ 
pnseged the iohabituits oSi^ftuxtutigthH^ Who^conMlNireil 
^mory, fell upon him with a greatly fuperior fo^e, ahit eacM 
^feaosd. Not difpirited with this ftroke of adverfe foitoiMy 
fbev retired behind their lakes and qioeafleai reddled a)i • Or 
vertures of peace, and even deftroyed the mongers (kat 
with propofals by CerteXy which obliged himjia inarch to 
^/4t, tifhere Garik's men had formerly baniMteated, to 
Kemble fome boats in the night, cn^the river with a 
hundred Spanifi foot and forty horfe^^d endeavour to fail 
upon the enemy by furpiife. His^hrme, however, was 
fruftrated. In the night he foun/f^he countey totally aban« 
dotted} but no fooner had day-light appfared, than ho 
waa attacked with great impejuoftty, by fuch a multitudeof 
ln£attty as reduped him to as dangerous a fituSlfSh as be 
had ever experienced. He triumpiv'd, however, in the ifTue, 
by dint of valour and good fortune. The confederate In- 
£ens olMerving, from the oppnfite fidy, that he was engaged 
with the enemy, rrolTed the river, fell upon the Panmm$ in 
flank and rear, and made a dreadful carnage before they 
would yield the vidory. At laft, being entirely broke, the 
•'Pamuam recreated with great precipitation, funenng C«rtm 
to quarter 'his troops Hhat night in a neighbouring town^ 
where he iound the cloaths and arms of Garay^ foldiere hung 
VP in triumph, and the ikins of their faces flqpk up to adorn 
the walls. In proceeding to the capital, a body of the enemy 
lying in an ambufb, was diicovered by the horfe, and vigo» 
rouily attacked. The courage and difcipline of the InJiant 
jfjjpvtt flione fo confpicoous as upon this occafion. They 
kneeled, fhot their 'arrows, f'ugbt icfoiutely, and though 
their lines were put in confufion, rallied with the greateft 
cxadnefi of the military art, and a^laft retreated in good or-> 
der to the oppoiite bank of a river, where they maintailMd 
their ground until nighuiut an end to the engagement. Next 
day, however, thpy nanSoned the country, fuflered the 
Spaniards to range amut unmolefted, and at taft to attack 
their capital in the nigyt, which y»lded after great flaugbter 
WaiJWMk pf the ThhH^snti. In confemienq;, all thh ad- 
jacent ‘'rountry fubmimd, anAJBiSlsii NoutiS^r^e colony 
SsB Efia- hamed San ^^man dtqPsstriSfin tbenetghbourhoo4it£^^ 
van iuilu 'This great town and ranm$ hn who]lymi|||wdflS; in reve t ^ o r 
for the obftiiocy witt which th^ had beem^fondM ; or^ 
qt ifrrrrfa aUedget, hedkufe the innahitants line 

' • ' \ftr 


% ■ Itettce thti ^eral hh e^ufife p TatifgCt tM 

f^rjich^ »n^^l|r<9yed ftH tfie dobn*- 

try mat cmjtiiTOecf faithful to rfie SfoniarJk. 

Ae enfernyV^banged the caakjuc of Tat^^i *nd after re- 
ducing tbd whollterrito^ to obedience, recartiedl triufiip||aftt 
tpMixitP^ where he applted himfelf diligendy to ri^air 'the 
pity, greatl^i4^a|ed during the fate fiege. w e Jiave ijttTadfy 
mentioned hisjta^ring appointed magiftratet, and formed a 


mentioned ni$ appointed magiitrates, aoq farmed a 
regular goycrrtme^»i^d police, which he feni to be ntifiof 
by his catholic maje#^ He now drew a plan of ^he <^ity^ 
divided the ground aoiwj^ the conqueroft, allotted a parri«* 
cular quarter for the refidelce of the Spaiti^ds^ and marked 
out places for chbrehes, markets, and otfier public ftrudureSf 
He furmminted numbcrlefs difficulties in the caecptbn of fhis 
proj^^^l, nipprcfled a variety of confj>iracre$ formed to oblalm 
the emperor^s releafc, or fb murder the general. To gratify 
the Mexicam^ he committed the fuperintendcncy of building 
one of the wardl to Xihuaray who had been general of the 
imperial forces. To Pedfjo AtbUzumay fon (o thd emperor 
of that name, now b-iptiaed, he gave in charge thediredioii 
of another, allotting certain iilands and ftreets to btber perfons ^ 
of quality, to be difpofed of at tbeir pleifure^ CorWt built a 
magnificent palace for himfelf, the work went on chearfully, 
feveral Chou land hands were continually employed, the idols 
were deftroyed, arfenals were formed, and Mexico *niSt only^ 
refumed its ancient luftre, but gfeat addition of ftr^ngth, 
beauty, and extent (C). 

• It 


(B) This expedition put Cffr- 
tex to great expencei ^Horfes 
were now become fo fcarce^ tl^r 
two thouftnd pieces of eight 
were given for this animal. It 
Was the (atne with iron, ted 
a horfe^fhoe was valu^ at fifty 
pieces of eig)it» and every iron 
aail deemed worth its weight tn 
gold. D4€. iii|i^iii ifi itigirtrui^ 

(C) It obferyation, 

tiiat ^ 

In Mexico^ktm were 
Ipmy cdRfideraUir difcoveMcs 
by GmtalA d*AxnU^ in 
dijatgexmviDte of Hicwragua* 


Having built fbnr reffels. in the 
bay PakamUf G^uzalexUx faif 
on the 2tft of Jamuary l$az, 
nndcoaftiiig abonf/an Mmdred 
leageqs weftward, landed with 
a hundm mmi, and proceeded 
Uiathe cem^xo Nicota$ where 
the caaicroe made him ^h pre^ 
ients, ankeati^raced chiifiigmnr. 
from tlk^e he .pi^edeoto 
V'r«ri?ga^tbe mimarch of which 
province «c«ived Vim with e* 
gbti civile, •hivino been pre- 
judiced iw their favour by the 
lend r^ort of the vilm of the 
Spaxtxrdjh the ftarpne s of their J 
fwordii/ 



•“It ms a^jt Ms p^Mf Mi tht commillto 
' i^Garay rial grants maiie to Csrtez by (Sharks V. capeti^|iifrbtifida|i^ 
dffmi§d* io coiifequ«nce of which he ledoubled bis ei^eavonrs Jb» 
brihg the whole MMuan empiic under the Spmijb domjni|pii«| 
He was preparing to difpatcb troops to tbemoft'diftaiA prOii 
vipces^ when another attempt made on Paniuo^ bv Garay in 
per^nt obliged him to fend Alvarado^ withei fmw partyt to 
tbat^ country, hoping that the certainty of the royal grants 
to Cortez would deter him from purfuing a defigA exprefsiy 
contrary to the emperor’s meaning and inteniMjm Alvaram 
ffiet with de AvaUe^ one of Garay^s o&ccp^ 0 rho was ravage* 
ing the country i be laid before him intention of his ar« 
rival, and acquainted him with the rnent of the commiffion 
lately received by Cortez ; upon yhich they both agreed to 
profecute the public Service in peace and amj^y. Garay was 
nofs fo fortunate as bis officy. Having fent fome of his 
people to found the inhabitants of the new col9lf^ of San 
Efiavan del Puerto^ he was invite<L thither, fet upon by the 


fwords, and the docility of cer- 
tain warlil^e animals in their 
army, by which was meant 
their horfes. ^This prince fol- 
* lowed the example of the ca- 
zique of NiceyUj made«prefents 
to (he amount of twenty-five 
thonfand pieces of eight, and re- 
ceived baptifm, together with 
* nine thoafand of his fabje^s; 
on condition, however, that they 
ihould be allowed to dance when 
ahey were drunk, as being a 
harjnlefs recreation; to make 
war upon their enemies, and to 
wear their plumes, military tro- 
phies, gand la^ual weapons. The 
cazique was very defirous of 
knowing, wbethe^yfSrifiians 
had any knowledge oilthe flopd 
that deilroyed the wvld, and 
w as cqu illy ailoni&emat their 
arftVenn^'n the aftfliive, as 
they were at his quenjpii. 
whifpered the interpreftr in the 
ear, afking wheth^ cjpfe know* 
tug people tame from heaven ? 
and whether they wek not 
^ wafted upon clouds i ^edtgious 


prcfeiUs in gold plates were 
made by the women that receiv- 
ed baptifm, that tender fex ge- 
nerally carrying fuperilition to 
the greatell pitch of extrava- 
gance. But the people did not 
long continue their reverence for 
the Spaniards. They were dif- 
gufied with their rapacity and 
avarice. The curiofity which 
they exprefied to know where 
(he mines of the precious metal 
lay, roufed their jealoufy that 
they entertained defigns of fub- 
jediog#.he country, and efta- 
bliihing colonies. The natives 
auembled in their own defence, 
they attacked the Spamards^ 
w^o were carelefsly diiperfiMl in 
parties round the country, ikir-« 
miihed with fome jTuccefs, but 
could not prevent them from 
^ring to their 
lips with the prmnts they had 
receu;^, valuj^AjilU twelve 
thouiaillf^^hattdred and 
ty^four pieebt of eigR in 
Iwfidei pearlfiind ^^r jewels* 



SpmHards in the intereft of ^ Ic&atedy 

th^lofs of forty of hts men taken prifonefa. (Foujfof 
^ hi$ fhips were alfo loft upon the coaft, and the reft were otto 
by^e put by their commanders into the hands of C^rttz. 

His iftairs being quite defperate, the iiniihing blow was 
ftruck by governor of Eflavan^ who arrcfiod Garay^ 

hut releafeo hi A afterwards at the interceilion of Ocofppo } 
upon wi\ich he went to Mexico^ threw himfelf at the sene* 
ral’s feet^Wi;^ pardoned, and treated with the utmoft kind- 
neis and humant^. 

Every thing^ij^ing fettled on this fide, CnU% bent his 1524. 
thoughts on finding a^aflage fiom Honduras to the South Soa^ ^he far^ 
lo little was the countr) known after the many expeditions ^her a 3 §- 
made to it by the Spania^/ds, The command of this enter- A 
prife he conferred on Chrijlopher de 9 lid% who had, upon 
many occafions, fignalized hi^ zeal and valour, and emiifbnt- ^®*‘*®**' 
ly diftinguiftied his good fenfe and fpirit. Five (hips, well 
provided, and five hundred Spaniards^ were affigned him, 
with which he had orders to repair firft to the Havannah^ 
where he was to purc^afe a great quantity of arms, provt- 
fion, and other neccflarics. He was to proceed afterwards to 
Thueras, and there to found a colony. It was during his re* 
fidenceat the Hax^annah that he was perfuadedy^hy the friends 
of Velaqucz^ to throw off all obedience to and com-' 

mit the firft breach of that fidelity, which he h|d hitherto 
inviolably preferved upon the moft trying occafions, and a- 
midft all the viciffitudes of fortune. As to any private mcw< 
lives he could have, they were never known ; but k is tftrtain, 
that on his return to the continent, after building the town 
called Triumpo de la CruZy in the neighbourhood of Cauallos^ 
he openly avowed his intentions. Againft him Cortez lent 3 
Francifeo de la CafaSy who arrived at the new fettlemert at 
the time when OUd^zA fitted out two vefiels at the neW 


town Saint Gil Buenavi^Oy one of the many fettlements 
already planted in this country by the Spaniards. •At firft 
the parties cannonaded each othss^from their vefiels, by 
which one of OlidTs caramels was fuj^.v^This obliged him 
to make overtures of fubmittin^to CJiez^ on condition that 
he (houldlie allowed to keep his comman^. In the midft of 
the treaty a tgmpcft arpfe, Cafas^o f^^djffiips went a- 

ground, f^y 61 and |the reft* with 

their coed^^nder, forced to fave tbeV lives bji fwimming, 

, an^fto throw upon she merev of Olid* He treatra 

tlie prllbners jm 5 i fo m^ch kindnefl^ that Itoft of the 
foldiers wlifUd under his bannei^; and being thus rein- 
l^i^rccd^ m|ide prifoners (cveral out^pardes belonging*^^ 




, WIfl iJMWBiftg ' pfbefiV «ll' ;wy. 

coqiidwuM hf Gilfs Gm4tUz. ItfeilW gcatlL^^ 
nor honour could the oAfeSions of Cate's iblifiirl 

who hodenlifted with w4% « U probable they wei« ' 
gated kjfCsfas. Firft the^ demanded their dirmiffi<)n, #hich 
' ^ing put olF under various pretexts, they hrt^e out tnul 
miwmuring, and at laft formed a confpiracy, which proved 
£ttat to the life of OHd. He was afla^atra in a ^fe mant 
Aer« as the juft puniQitnent of bis perftdy to C»r|iK^( who had 
always treated him with the maiks of the ftrbogeft friend* 

lbh>- ’ ; #* 

Some writers aicribe the diviftons among the Spatiardt in 
Mexite to the policy of Charles V. wlto dieaded the atnbit^ 
and popularity of C»rte%- He ipiagined that his towering 
fpirit, the elevation Of his genius, and t.iey veneration in. 
wbiah he was held by the Mtx^cans^ might ftimulate him to 
ufurp an independent authority over this vaft cnl|>lre, and 
throw off ail obedience to the Sparxfl) crown, at that time 
rather fplendid than powerful, upon account of the difeord 
that prevailed among the difterent members of the widely ex* 
tended imperial dominions. Herrera infinustes the jealoufy 
of the court, by oblervtng, that Charles paid little regard to 
the comfdainte of his general againft the mutinous fpirit of 
'%is officers^ ** thinking it convenient that fo great a go* 

vernni^t (hnuid be? divided,” there being now little dan- 
ger that the Mexicans would attempt to throw off the Spanifi 
yoke. Certez was p’^eparing to fet out againft the re* 
volted Olid, of whofe death he had yet received no intclli* 
gence, when a number of officers, appointed by the king, 
arrived in Mexice. Alette de Ejpada was fent in quality of 
treafurer, one Albempn came in the charaAer of comptroller, 
Alernez Chtrines was infpefior, and Gemusle de Talazor rook 
Upon- him the quality of fafior and agent tpemploymen is whit h 
they began to exercifewith all the petulance of office, ma* 
king refcrmaKons in the whole oeconomy of Certez, endea* 
vouring by every mean|. *0 retrench his authority, and grate 
hisfpint. They cx‘’:t^'themfelves!'to fruflratc the expedition 
meditated againft iOZ/dL but Gertez purfued bis meafures with 
fuccefs, in defpite of^ail oppufition, fet nut with above a 
hunds^ 'lutrfe, a hbitfjf.ed and fi fiv' Stan iA foot, and three 
thoufand arml^ dnmgs, ior pk£rau**'ne wa^^o faoccf 
gone, than ;he goveri^nt, now lo^ed in the of the 
treafiirer, ' and the oper officelia^EtEly'^vrivedi^fUi^ ^ 

into anaceby and cdMufioo. £ve;y man wus eagelV’to en* ^ 
moK power than Veil to his fhsre } ana tb^ magiA 
v.mtep Msoried in opthiog but their rniniiy 




(0 bis houftf^ i 

Ijn a that he periihed in the attempt to jNldtite (Mi^ 

; W|ia fomethins unaccountably licentious in their be^ 
ha^tShr. They fola oflF the generars goods, and thofc of/ 
his princtoal officers, as if themfelves had been the neafeft 
heirs, and they been certain of his deceafe ; they even 
arrefted, tortured, and hanged the faithful Fnderkk Iktzt^ 
the ftewdh^nd kinfman of CorteZy becaufe they fuppofecThe 
had conceam the general’s treafure. Tf^c treafurer carried 
his Infolcncc an4^cruclty to (uch a pitch, that he ordered 
a Spaniards wife tbv be publickly whipped, only becaufe 
ffic exprefled her fufpibion, that the report concerning the 
general’s death was ill-founded. 

In this manlier was Ctrrhz treated by^is ungrateful coun- 
trymen at Me^moy while he was hazarding his life, and ^up« 
porting incredible fatigue, in%e fervicc of the public. He 
pafled through a wild, uncultivated, defart, marfliy country; 
having, in the fpace of tlurty five leagues, croffed fifty rivers, 
over which he laid bridges with infinite labour, and fubdued 
rarious nations, who had beeqfcduced to revolt by the civil 
divifiotis among the Spaniards. After a victory obtained ove^ 
the lord of Patouchany he founded a little fetclement, in his 
dominions. For the fpace of feveral months he traveifed 
barren countries, untrode by chriftian feet, firffered all 
the extremities of want, exhibited frelh and aftonifliing 
proofs of conftancy and perfcvcrancc, built La NatiDidad on 
the bay of St. Andrews ; and, after palling through t|je vaflP 
tra£l of country between Mexico and Honduras^ returned a- 
gainto the capital. It appears from //^rnr^r’s relation, that 
Cortez took with him the ibyal captive, Guatimcziny upon 
this expedition ; probably to prevent any deligns to fet him at 
liberty, during his alijibnce from Mexico. This fnonarch ftill 
retained the ambitious notion of one day reafernding his 
throne, for which purpoftf he was continually frAmi^g fome 
new confpiracy. At this junfttwe. when Cortez was pref- 
fed with the united misforkines of ^in^fatigue, and dif- 
eafe, he fet on foot a projea for ^urdedn^im and his prin-^ 
trpal office^, fending advice of his dqlTign to his friends in 
Mexuoy that they might be in rcadia^^to fecond h*is 
prife. Happily^ s gflwfe fcizM the b^arf of Mexi^ 

eatJiHy one of the confpiraton^vVho diffiovered ihe whole af- 
fair ttrCorfem and a^:he fame jtime ewfirmed t!is relation^ 
by giviijg the of all the accomnieds. general 

called a court-nprtial : thcTempcror, )nd his principal officer^; 
i|nretrie^co|;Waied, and hanged, wUh all the formalities 
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' ff*i^ Aioiilek> " 

Vlikli tkif (ituatioii of the place would permits the 
Mixic^m perfuading themfelves, that he C4me to the \ 

ledge of their contrivances by means of aTea*cojnparsy 
he always carried with him, and which he now made 
vieni to his policy, by cberiihing the delufion of the ImBans^ 
It was at Truxillo that Cert€% was firft madeacqi^inted with 
the^diHuibances in Mexico^ the fale of his*own eflTeds, the 
dcfSith of his Reward, and the arbitrary condud the new 
officers, With whom be bad intruded the gove^sifment. No 
time was to be loft in delibersttion ; he imiij^diately ifiuedout 
enmmiffions to feme of his friends, K^whom ne had the 
greateft confidence, to fuperfedc the rtefent magiftrates, and 
take the government upon themfelves, until his arrival. 
Thcfe he dil'patciicd by a trufty St^aniard^ cfcorted by fomc 
Jndians* The arrivill of this meflenger, aiid the certainty 
thaft Cortez was living, diffufedrthe utmoft fatisfadliop among 
his friends in the capital, and confounded his enemies, who 
were immediately depofed and takdl into cultody, toanfwer 
for their crimes to the general. 

As it would be defeending to unrfecefiary minutenefs, to 
trace Cortez ihr6ugh every Itep of this and other expeditions, 
made into the provinces, in order to accompliih the whole 
^ reduiftion of' the empire of Mexico^ wc ihall only obferve, 
that the expedition to Ybuerm was not finiflied before the 
year 1 52?. The next year he found it advifablc to make a 
voyage to Spairiy to folicit the court in perfon for more am- 
^le powers, tojuftify his conduift from the afpcrfions raifed 
by the malignity of his enemies, and to procure a ftronger 
curb on the feditious, headftrong humour of the inferior 
officers, each of whom afpired at being the firft in command. 
He was well received by the emperor Charles V. who created 
hinunarquis of Guaxaca^ procured him an honourable mar* 
riage, and conferred on him the whole vale of Atrifeo^ as the 
inadequate •^ward of his eminen: lervices; but, however, 
he fuflfered Cortez to return the enfuing year to Mexico^ with 
a very limited commipJ-ifn, which did" not at all anfwcr the 
purpofe of his ap^r^tion. In jpt^ogrefs of time the marquis 
of Guaxaca loft ail ciyl authority, a viceroy being^appointed i 
but retakicd the dignuy and |)ower of captain-general. I'hc 
an ungrib^ul court was indeed fimi- 

lar to what'Jwas foi^crly the celebrated Columbus. 

The very opctraordmAy fcrvices of both, made* ♦hem ciivied 
hy the miniftryv and fufpc^led by tfib^onarch^^ Wh^a, 
Mendoza cime overfto Mexico^ wkn the cominiffian W vice- 
roy, thegovernmeot wb immediately diflraded by^he oppo* 







Ub^on the dvil aid rn^mf 

^fid Pmptfi Mendoza could not broc^ a Aq»eridrt ^ 

He had conquered Mexico^ and be reafonafdy 
iim^j|^ed he ihould reap the reward^ by enjoying the full au« 
tboritv, civil and military, during lifey However, be never 
onc^ loft fight of his patriotifin, nor fiiffered private animo*^ 
fity to prgMcd" the fervice of his country. He wety oti 
with all alacrity in reducing provinces, and maChig 

difcoveries the moft remote parts of the fouthern cona* 
nent of America. He even ^-operated cordially with his 
rival, in attempts towards the difcovery of a north-weft prf- 
fage, and like wife in the redudion of the provinces of 
■^nd ^iveraj fituatcd at the immenfe diftancc of fivebundr^ 
leagues from Mexico. A ^reat number of expeditions wcrcV 
made to the nAthward. The Spani 3 r%went to a country 
governejd by a great lord, caHcd Ticoantipe Cician Pipe^ tvho ^ 
received them hofpitably, and fent ambafladors to Cortez^ 
imagining that he had dit)pt from the clouds, and believing^ 
his vefTels to be fea-monfters of an extraordinary nature. 
This prince greatly admired the Spanijh horfes and fire-arms j 
he offered them fifty thoufand men to affift in l-cducing Taiepec^ - 
who had declared himfelf his enemy, on account of his par- ' 
tiality to the Spaniards. In the year 1542, tWe marquis of.^ 
Guaxaca refolved to make another voyage to Spai/t^ in con- 
fequence of certain difputes with the viceroy, relating to the 
late difcoveries. His reception, and the iuccefs of his ap- 
plication, were the fame as before ; he was much rcfpeQcfl 
and carcflcd by the emperor, who, however, artfully evaded ^ 
taking cognizance of the difpute between the marquis and 
viceroy. Cortez was too penetrating not to difeover the par- 
tiality of the court to his rival ; however, he determined to * 
extinguifh every fpark of fufpicion by his conduft. Ho re- 
doubled his alfiduiti^s towards the emperor, attended him 
in the famous cxpedition#againft Algiers^ charged as a volun- 
teer, was unhorfed in battle, and is reported to ffave loft 
two emeralds in the field of usitieifrc value. This was the 
laft military aAion of his Me ; the ren auider was fpent in a 
retired manner ; and he yielded ^p his/laft breath at a village 
near SeviUky on the fecond day of D^e^ter^ in the yfear 1554, 
in the fixty- third his age. / 

Such was theenclof this i!kiftrious4conqunor, the great- 
eft hero, ^ one of the brighteft ornaments iit the Spanijh 
annals j^wbo, by.dint of merit, raifed himMf from the lowefl: 
and molt adverfe fortunes to the hinhefi pinnaae of wealth 
and renown, in defpite of the mali<^ of public and private 
encmi^ti. Courage, magnanimity, co^iftancy, prudence, and 

deep 






fefiiidielbUEier the 

msA if we find iiis cliaradef ftainid by a few blemi&efi, 
vmiiib itke the fpotsr on the body of the fan^ beforc^lbe^'l 
dtanoeof his glory* It would be utineod&ry to dwej^^on 
hts pidure; the whole feries of his condud, from his firft 
arrival on the coaft of fufiiciently fpea|(s his extra* 

ctrdiniry qualities ; to contrad the lineiyifi^its into mi* 
is^ure^ would only ferve to weaken thd^ diiUnguifliihg 
f^ofes(D). . ^ 


^ E C T. Vltl. 

Containing the frJl^Di/jcovery^of Peru u and the Prd^ 

^ ' grefs of th^ ConqueJ^ of that Kingdom. 

Attempts E already mentioned tlv3 intimations which Nu- 

towards ne^ di Balboa^ in his expeditions, had of Peru, After 

the difeo- this bffxer was fuperfeded in his command, and afterwards 
^ery of put to death by Peter Arias d'Avila^ fcveral attempts were 
Peru, made to proiecute the enterprifr, but unfuicefsfully. The 
navigation foutbward, from the bay of Panama, was at laft 
^ deemed in^pradicable, on account of the winds and currents 
driving northward. Hence the towns of Poito Bello and 
Panama^ iituated on oppofite fides of the Ifhmus, began to 
llourifh extremely, particularly the latter, w'hich appears to 
have been the feat of government, or at lead the rcfidence 
of the governor. Early in the year 1526, Arias made art 
expedition to Nicaragua, on pretence that Hernandez, one of 
' his officers, had revolted, although it was generally fuppofed 
hi^Jitflcntion was to oppofe Cortez in the reduction of that 
province, and prevent his penetrating '.“arther to the fouth* 
ward. He knew he was to be fupplanted in his government 

(D) The reader rosy have concluded the conquefi of 

that we have purpofcly omitted Pet^, to avoid interrupting the 
a variety of expeditions mer.- tarrativc of hoflilc tranfaftions, 
filmed in ,,thc Spanip writers, and that tire whole of the 5/<r- 
were ncccflhfr* con- np dominions ip Ar:riea may 
iequences ot^ i\e redufif^on of . appear under one uniform' point 
Mexico, and would onf/ fwcll ^of view, which we imagine 
the volttme, Withont contribu- will have a bettev^afFed on the 
ting either to his ifaftruAion or^ memory, thun giving hffibritab . 
amafemem. ^Ve tiow prppofe nattdul, and geographical dtaw 
Id defer the acamnt of the pre- tiched pieces. 
lent fiaie of Mexico, laidl we 




of Anidiai; 

|W wko was daily expeAed 

2|W h« mu'^d to make a new eftablifhment ind^ead^nt on 
^e new governor. Thus the difcoveriiss Southward were 
^^bandoned ; however Arias had-, previous to this un- 
lenMifigV -authorifed an enterprife concerted by Franeijeo 
PtTMtroy Jacobo Almagre, and Ftrdinandt de Lugiu^ of mak- 
ing difeoverit^ft the weftward. It is fufficient prefumptioi^ 
that no opini^l? the fuccefs of this expedition was enser 
tained, tha| th^ governor Aipulated for himfelf no fliare c 
the profits whio t n iikht*SAitA^ was ufual upon fimilar oc 
cafions (A). Ineie three adventurers entered into article Pizarro, 
never to abandon each other, or to be difeouraged by aiw AftnagrOj^ 
haza rds or difappointments, until they had fully exccutre^^i^De 
"TOimefrgn of difeovering and conquering Peru \ an agree-\ugue» 
ment to which ^they fwort’^in the public and foTemn 
manner, each or them taking upon mlta a certain dep^t- 
ment. In this triumvirate Piiarro flion^^^e brighteft cha- ^ 
radler, upon account of the nobility of his orlN^ and therc-^ ut court* 
putation he had acquired by former defperate anoOiJ^iHonSe 
He ferved in all the wars in the ifland of Cuba and liijfigniQla^ 
and afterwards accomp'anied Ojeda to the ^Iph of 
as hath already been related, where he faved from deftruftiofc 
the infant colony of Darien^ by his prudence^ and valour. 

He was one of the captains who had the good fortune to • 
make the firft difeovery of the South Sea : he attended ^rias 
when he fettled the colony of Panama^ and was ftnployed 
by that officer in the reduction of Veragua, When he en- 
tered upon this enterprife, Pizarro was in the decline 
life ; his fortune was fulliciently cafy to fit down contented; 
but he had a reftiefs enterpiifing difpofitioii, and eagerly af- 
pired at being the rival of Ctrtez in glory. As to Almagro^ 
he was of obfeure birth, but had raifed himfelf by his con- 
duft to affluence and^ confiderable reputation ; whilt^Shiw 
third partner in the expedition, Ferdinando de Lugue^ was an 
ccclefiaftic, proprietor of rfie ifland of Tobago^ wno h^ ava- 
rice and fpiiit enough tc^mbark his fortune with thofe bold 
adventdrers. , • — 

Th£ commiffion was n<y fot^ty granted, and the agree- pizarro 
ment between the parties nniTht;^ |han two fliips werey^/ faiU 
purchafed .^the c ommand of one ot^^ich Pizarro up- 

(A) Herrera indeed alledgcs, ufually afllgned gover- 

that Jrias dwanded to h.ave nors (i) ; bat we p/efer the au- 
that propojjjron of the profits tHbrity of LaVega.^ 

(l) Herrera, Dec. iU. chtp u 
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«tm himibl^ and fet fail irpm Panmta in tht monjih of 
iimber 1525, having on board one hundred aiw faartoijii^ 
Spaniards^ according to Garcilcffay or eighty n.ea and foiM 
horfeS) if we chufe to follow the relation of HerrfipOjppt^ 
was matter of aftonilhment to fee perfons of difcre^i^and 
\ property embark their fortunes in an cnterp.v.?c already 
^dged, by repeated experiments, to be d^^t^te ; but our 
^db^nturers were not difcouraged. ArrivMlIat i V/ Finas^ 
Pixarro landed with his foldiers, leavf;|if Ae paaiinA'^s on 
board, marched up the counfr’^ aioiig' Jhks of the river 
?rrir, in expcdation of finding provifibns in the territcries 
O' thecazique of Blruquetta^ and encountered all the diffi- 
culties which the roughnefs of the country, the want of 
f provifion, fatigue, and heavy rains, could throw in 'his" 
/ way. Neceffity ob^i^tred Pizam, to embark*, though he per* 
funded himfelf that "ne was now in the fair traft to Peru\ 
that the river F'^u took its 'rife in that kinj^dom, and that 
the dominions bt the cazique of jB/rwyartt/? ‘bordered imme- 
diately, thofe of tht hcas. He continued his courfe 
for t^'Tdayj;, evtry man on hoard being limited to two cars 
of 'fndian corn a-day, a pint of water, and fcarce any ani- 
food ; a fcarcity that obliged him to put to ihore at the 
firft port, la,nd with his ibldicrs, and fend the (hips back for 
- provifion to thz Pearl IJIa^ids^ in the neighbourhood of Pa- 
nama, Boring the abfcnce of the vcfiel he was reduced to 
' the utm( 51 ft extremiries, and forced to live on bitter palmetoes, 
^and a kind of acorns, in confequence of which twenty of 
his people periihed. At laft he met with fome cocoa-nuts, 
and a bufhel of Indian wheat, which the natives had left be- 
hind. 7 'his was immediately feizeci as a treafuie of inefti- 


mable valu**. In a word, tht? ntceffity to which the Spa- 
were driven, in this unhofpiUble country, exceeds de- 
'Ifcfipuon ; but they were foan f' rgoj on the return of the 
fliip loade^* with wheat, ani::tial food, and great abundance 
of fra'tP, roots, and pulfe. 

By this time twen^-feven of ( c crew were dead, but 
Pizarro kept up tj’c rpir\a*'oi'‘tlv loivivors by promifes,,and 
vaft expectations of wealth Jindtiloty. Again they all em- 
barked,^ with a full di'tqf^vnnatici to proc ed, :yid after fail- 
fociQf days, lanJci^.;rn a bay, which thc),^a]]xd Puerto de 
Candelaria, ^They malrjhed up the country, perceived by 
the tra6ls^cut through tht “wood.;, that it was populous, 
came to a town which was deferteci by the nati^s, and here 
met with treat' abundance of provifion, and a^^aaoty of 
hundred pieces of cigNi in gold, ' Afterwards they proq««Jc<i 

f bv 



Slfo cf hrUmvou 

feajto pi place called PuebU ^emado^ Itom ^btnce thei 
^ )ns JlLatcbed to Panama to be careene^y Pimrro and 
^bldiers ^folving to employ the intermediate time in dii^ 
nature of the country. The natives afiembled 
hhem, and placed centinels all round the Spanijh 
quarters their motions, in order to fall upon the 

9 (*t\j^rtiej|l was foon brought on, in which th^ 

foidiers, killed by the Indian poifof,^ 
dartsf wliitSi fo that they attacked Pizarro^i^ 

greatvcfolution'^, towrfJiU^hilc Mentengro was ablen| 
with fix^ men. 1 hey were received with valour ; but th 
Spdmarm mutt have lunk under the infinite fuperiorlty < 
jjjjmjjergJ had not the oui-party returned feafonably, falleli 
upon theVear of the enemy, and obtained a complete vic-^ 
tory. NocYmaiiy days atter the {hii returned refitted^ 
bringing a ro^forccjncnt of men, and Applies of provifi^n^ 
to the great of the adventurers. Tt^y proceeded to 
Chinchama^ and^ were thtye joined by Almagf%i;^\ih another* 

(hip, fixty- four and abundance of affh^ammu^ 

nition, and proviiion. ^Here frelh confultations beii^ held^ 
was refolvcd their force was too inconfidvable, anoT'^'^t 
^Almagro fliould return to Panama to inlift more foldierl}^ 
while Pharro endeavoured to gain fome farther knowledge of 
thecounl^. It was not long before Almagro returned with • 
a commifflon from Arias^ by which he*was railed & an equal 
command with Pizarro j this was an aftront to th| pride of 
the latter, but he then luppreffed his fcniimcnts, aAd detcr-^ 
mined to make ufe of the frelh fupplies towards promoting 
the end of the expedition. 

Sailing in company frorp Chinchama^ they coafted along 
to a river, which they called St.John^s. On the banks of ^ 
this river they furprifed a town, where they found aboq^ of TheJfpn* 
fifteen thoufand piec« of eight, with fome provifionsT'J^ii^s fnd 
hew reiolution was now formed to apply the p\fofits of they^m^ tna- 
expeditibn towards raifii^ a ftili more formidable arnsamentiyirc. 
for wi\jchj5urpofe A:m^o ag ain re turned to Panama with the 
treSfure. Pizarro fltfnfinilSd wirh the bulk of the 


foldiers; and the 
with the other 
He the ifla 

St. MattheUf^LtiA tebk 
upon whicl/were two 
to be Persians ^ whi 
p'' 

K!fffsAo% u] 



uyz^ was difpatched, 
ries along ijre coaft. 
difcover^t|}|)p4>a}^ of 
with a ifiangular fail, 
and^threc women, who appeared 
afforded the utjnoft fatisfadion. 
eeded on his.courfe, until he arrived at I)i 
der the line, and then reaurned to Chinchama. 

U The 



Ijpai? the Hifiory of America; 

\ * 'I'HE new governor, Ptirt dt ks Riot^ Mve & 1 

tenance t6 the enterprife than his predeceuor. Tthe^fl^jl 
jUmagro In enlifting troops, gave him forty of^ftwr^foldieipi* 
he had brought with him from Spain^ equipped hiih 
neceflary, and put on board feveral horfes, witb WbiAf" Tup- 
idy Almagro joined his colleague Pizarro. advan- 

ced under the direction of Ruyz to th^^jl^dk of 

a difpute arofe between the comman^?;^ thV Ir^ld al- 
fioft blafted the whole hopes f^f thof/gerprJfe.^ t^'his 
nfufed doubts, fears, and j^^^jUhe's atj^j^tSi^e troops^// wh 
^(^cre all unanimous in returning to Panama \ but th&fe mur- 
rturs were at length quieted, zni Almagro once n^^re dif- 
patched to Panama for further fuccours. We are Ihus mi- 
j nute, only to Ihew the difficulties which attendcd-^rhirgfeat 
undertaking, which^/rom a vci'y unpromifng ‘il’pcdl, ter- 
miRated fuccefsfulj^ beyond the moft fangy?he expefla- 
tions. All poi^^ care was taken to previoit the foldicrs 
from tranfnu/^.fhg home an account of thelinfortunate oc- 


curren^^^* the voyage, the ficknefs, and famine that pre* 
vaile^ 

p^fp/rau was fronMhe ifland of Gallo^ i\\2X Almagrc to .k his 
ftate ‘“'departure. Here Pizarro thought of remaining till his rc- 
th Spa- turn j but perpetual rains pouring down from the ’.cavens, 
niards. * the great Icarcity of provifions, the difeontent w^iich ap- 
peared arnong the itatives, and the prooig>sus fwarms of 
mufquitc* that tortured the foldiers, and ocafioned ulcers and 
, fores in different parts of their bodies, obliged him to make 

« preparations for returning to the continent. While he was 
thus employed, a vellel arrived from Panama^ with advices 
from Almagro^ upon which the, people grew clamorous to 
« return, obliged the captain to take them on board, and only 
thirtjfn SpanKirds and a mulatto, remained with Pizarro, 

all appearance the cntcrpnfe w.v now entirely defeat- 


edi Pizarro's affairs appeared quite riefperatc; but he deter- 
mined *^0 perifh in the attempt, K^iher than retur.: difap- 
pointed in his expeifatjons. Mean^ tinie fupplies* arrived 
from Almagro^ whv^ inc^iSed^it tie deration of tfic troops, 
immediately fent another f|»iQ:tp^rry Pizarroy with his 
few faithful attendaniis^^H/^. \omew R<>yz commanded 
tht&:veffi4. he corj^Om bcin»/^/z/7rr^ jes*' their 
difeoveries, Aftead ot r^-fhorous.V ^s^cording to 

the intention of Almagro, courfr^outh-weft, 

they arrived, in twenty day?, at an’ ifland on^e coaft of 
Tumbezy anA foon perceived they were come intoto'wcalthy 
country, from the great number of bits of goldi and CVct 
which they found in the form of hands, headif, wor ien^s 
\ . • br5?.9s, ^ 



^he Hifiory of America. 

o(ie filver pitcher^ that contained twelve 
bis revived their hopes, and encouraged them to 
V voyage, in the courfe of which they took a large 
i|n]Kd with fifteen Indians^ cloathed in tunics and ^ 
of fine yellow wool. Next day they fell w 
jt^arks, which they underftood were deftin^ll 
<J)edj|i»ft-,againft the natives of Puna. Pizarrt^^ gpj^ 
^th&/nflf;|thc^rter ttvA kindeft treatment, dcfiring th^y ^iards iir- 
^inform .i^aziques''%iigt his intentions were fricnl 



di 

fo increi 
Condin^ 


is produced the propofed efFe£t. The caziques inaj 
Jat what they had been told of the fails, the rigg 
ip, the complexion, the beards, and the civility 
isy immediately difpatched twelve floats, loadei 
with all nWjintr of provifidns, and a^j^^mb, fent by the vir- 
gins of a teazle, a prefent cl^at excited\ftonifbment aoiong 
the ^paniard^i^Sxo little expected to have'tnet with this fpe- 
cies of quadruped upon tfaat coaft. An or nobleman 

of Peru^ came on board himfclf, with whatevef*^ei< country 
afforded. A Spanijh fc^ldicr had the refolution to lan^^ fingly, 
enter the fort at Tumbrzj and fufFer himfelf to be brbaght 
bvforc tlyef* great monarch, Huay^ia Capac^ who treated hiSP 
nd lent him back with fcvcral prefents. The fol- 
tion of the prodigious wealth he had beheld was® 
ll)t?^the Spaniards^ that tHby difpatched Pedro de 
a per Ton of approved integrity, for further informa- 
tion. Con Jin was conduded to the governor of the for^ 
faw, wiih aftonifhment, the truth of the foldier’s /e^wt j 
fired his mu(kef, at the defire of the cazique, who was 
highly delighted with the novelty of the artificial thunder, 
and poured abundance of liquor down the barrel, faying, 

‘‘ Drink, fince you can vomit fire, and imitates the h^gi^y 
“thunder.” Both HaVey^a and //errer/j alledge, theo^S*^" 
niard was ordered to deleod himfelf againft a li^n and tyger 

he fired his piece, and thf fe wild 

and lickod his hands, to the great 

liiazement of ihe^iedatJrsf^liiPWerc^hen convinced that 
the Spaniards wei^divinitfc'^^>,^He ws diTmilTed, after both 
fidcs had g4atifij|P their J informed his compa- 

nions tb«i4iM^d feen ^sjyfTunk,^ h\iilt hvlif^na 
pac, dedica^to^*>itt of the nsftoited onlj#^ two hun- 
dred nobl^and beAitJL^'«t^ins, to whom mne of the 
other fex J^ere admit4d, except on particular occafions. 
Here he^d was treafule^ up fuch an innnity%>f gold and 
curioufly wrought veiT^ds, as exceeded belief. 
TumbeZy he faid, ras filled with filver- 

lonverted i/ffO wrough/plate the taxes levied 

a. / TT o A Kif 


’ rtve at 
Puna. 



upon him ; 
me tamely 
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/ffr Spain, 
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€ei*ues 
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By the crown-officers j in a word, he fo 
j^nation of Pizarn and his crew, that they 
immenfe wealth as already within their 

,ere w^ « 


mined to encounter all poffible danger. It waf^ ^• 
roceed to Paitay where Pizarro was infori 


WmBo 


3od harbour; and he accordingly run dow cKT o ^ 
l??nth degree of fouth latitude ( B), as fanfTphej^ 
as afterwards founded. T r 

i urfe, as he found the nati»*K rcceived^^^ourable 
n of his people, from their behaviour ziTumbez 
iw being impatient to return to Panama^ he 
aeir tcmonftrances, from the confideration, that 
bad already difeovered would givj fufficient reputa^on to the 
'^expedition, and tha^o execute bis whole a much 

grefter force and cxtcnfiw^ powers woul^c neceflary. 
Towards the of the year 1527, he arrj^d fafe at Pa- 
nama^ aftcr>^ng fpent three years in ? voyage attcijded 
with inp<?mble hardlhips. 

fuccefs of the voyage was related to the partners in 
'^terprife, confirmed by the fpecimens of woollen* 
cloth, gold, filvcr, and precious ftoncs fiiewn bj I/^Mrro* 

^ There were itiducements enough to purfue the undeJt?K.' .g,' 
but there ,were likewjfe impediments that agnp'**'!(] infdr- 
mountabl^. The thr*ec colleagues had exkiuftea all their 
fortunes in the armaments already made ; however, this 
iMfliculty was removed, by the great reputation which the 
difcoverics had acquired, that enabled them to borrow mo- 
ney. No fooner was this obftruftion conquered, than ano- 
ther no lefs important arofe. The governor refufed to re- 
new their commiflion, and they were now forced to fit diiwn 
tantalized with the near profpeft of wealth 
" and honour, or to apply to the cour! of Spain for powers, 
with very Iktic certainty of fucceeding. This laftjefolu- 
tion, hcfwever, was taken, and the ^^rit warranted t^Wmoft 
fanguine expeSiition?. to^ upon himf^^this 

commiflion. He fe* faiklforO;^ ^f7/«,’'Vas honoured w?th 

■ ..u- - — - the ^igers he had cn- ' 

S^^Sj^yage, j^nlaytd the fpe- ^ 


an audience of the cm 
countcied<^in his tediou 
ci[»en;S ^ '^d brougl 


ijyagc, ai;blaytd the fpe- 
ucc he 


bad difeovere^ and 0Dta^|^*^°“^Anpjlfen m^delentadof 


(B) The reader; jmacquaint-* 
ed with the gA^phy of Ame- 
rita, will ^erve that a teWnof 
this name fiandt on the nor- 
thern coeft, between thi^espee 




fonth* 


of HoK^KtM and Can^..., 

wed; cf the bay ofWoitJura^-' 
We have already meiraoted''^^ 
Ctrttx’9 uoopt waesHthithel’®" ® 



Xheimtsry of America. ' 

iri^t of P<rru, of capuin-gcneraly and. governor 
litori^s which the Spaniards^ under his aufpiccs, 

I Suer ia Peru^ together with the rank and title of 
ncmen ;a4; for which reafon we afterwards find him ftiled 
^ GarcilaJJo de la Vega (C). According to this ^ 

^honour was conferred on Almagro^ whom 
Khantly by the tide of Don Diego, Attea;id<,d 
i\i^i%arro embarked at Seville^ and arriV^ d 
5jf voya* e, where cO(ji- 

. JUmagro rdShted his claiming to himf^lf 
)rity of commander, though he had been^n 
)r to the difcovcry, had fpent a large fortune 
ind loft an eye in one of the (kirmilhes witif 
e demand^td at lead ai^ equality; and there 
g bufy friends to inflarJ..^ the rifing animj^fity* 
at length fiftnced the p. rfies, through it did 
the fparks of jealoufy. l ey proceeded in 
their undertaking, and fupprelled, but did no , Jbrgct their 
refentment. Two ftnps well manned and provid^o^ horfes, 
and all other neceftaries were bought up by Alma^.'^u and 
* put^ndeji^he direction of Francifeo Pizarr%^ upon that'^v^ 
^tlcrmW/ transferring to him the title of Adelentadoy and pro- 
n|fllng exert his intereft with the court of* Spain^ to pro% 
cure a r^t1irl^j[on of this alTignment.* • 

Having, by the intereft and influence of th® three col- He rr- 
leagues, drawn together near two hundred men, znotYitx fumes the 
, veflel was added to render the navigation more commodioSs, expedition 
and Plzarroy attended by his brothers Hernando^ Gon^ ^ Peru#^ 
xaloy and his half-brother Martin de Alcantara^ began his • 
voyage towards the begiifhing of the fpring of 1530. He 
failed from Panatna^ with intention not to touch at any port^ j 
before he arrived ^X^umbez\ but meeting wit^ 
and currents, he landed a hundred leagues {h(^c of this def- 

Q^^his is all we upon "daring his life. He was he- 
jksr^Rnrity of Geaf^ajfQ^ entitled to a tw^ptieth part 

Herrera adds, ol^e profits ariiiog from his 

ter the council talvcn provided this fhare 

monftranc?si|(ro confid^ exceed Qne<hottfand five 

was"no^H?®Wi 4 ^^ed duca^^*Ql»rty^ •Alsna^ 

precedingj^onours^d ^ * *^*0 was made^^ernor of Tum^ 

meats, ®t allowea^ 
forts, ajJr ereiH; fetlementSiv 
where IB thought prfPV’ 

tttt^yemnwnt of them to be in ^ , 

and|ij^]|;ieir6 ; afalary * protedor^ general of thn Indiems, 
jHfl^a dtfcaiSyywgrij ^ Bb«v. cap. 1 


efgovc 

Ibez, and raifed id the dignity of 
a gentleinan, while Lugne was 
recommended fo the pontiff to 
b^ made Infliop of T umiezt and 


tmation. 




^be Hiftwy of America? 

tination, defigning to proceed by land, aid fen^the|l^}M^J 
back to the fettle men t. In this march SMpinfm cnj^ 
countered numberlefs difficulties. Entering intnitf baj^w ^ 

. country, they were foon preffcd with famine. jl*h«i^waylt«i . 
\was rou^h and tedious, over mountains, iiwm,/and a r 
railes. i loats were every day making with ^dS^l»our 
fatigue, over which they pafTed with cqiialjljH^er 
cimy. Den Francifeo Pizarro was himWr fte folc^^hipi^ 
and diredor, ^nd indeed he c^gjluCteS^^^^ng witW*^rcy ^ 
pfudence and vigour, animating his people by his eyut 
tiops and example, and bearing a principal (hare imded t|"C 
lu&ardous and laborious adtion* Such was his tf/ hos 
liumility, and pcrfeverance, that he often afflfted inf^afrj^ing^ 

S n (houldefs. After ^dij^l through 
the Spaniards at length /cached the 
ich Herrera calls ^a^^ proceeded 
ame name, ^eated aomng the high 
It abundance of' |5rovifion, and a 
ir to the value of twenty thoufand 
reat number of fine emeralds, many 
Icftroyed, by making injudicious e:.- ' 
periments. T^rying the hardnefs of the jewel, they j rp* 
fported to have broke in pieces turquoifes and cmeraldf of fc^’r 


thoufand dficats valuer an inllance of incoi}5^:rddie igno-^ 
ranee, in ^hich they were imitated by the foldiersof Pedra 
de Alvarado^ who afterwards came into this country. Thp 
innabitants of the town thought it ftrangc that the Spa- 
Ttiards (hould plunder men who never injured them^ they ad- 
mitted them freely into their houfes, but when they faw 
them begin to pillage, they fled to the mountains. Theca- 
zique hid hitpfelf in his palace, but was difeovered, and 
to Pizarro, who found lome di^culty in convincing 
this honefi ^arbarian that he had not violated the lawB of 
Tt Soa- hofpitalily. This indeed was an inl^udent ftep, whl^en- 
niards r^- deftroyed the reputajion of genfl^efs, lenity, ^Min- 
mit money ^cgrity, which the prccctfil^im 

/ffPana- upon the coaft, and th^coylct^jjl^' be jufcfied by the nc- 
ma. ceffity they were in raife fupplics. 

The^val^tf of twenty-fj^ hein^' ducats re- 
mitted ‘in gofS^to ./f//w^J^;^<;herousXwitl;^^^^ of 

extraordinary^fize and beauty\:^di» one 

belonging to Pizarro of the ijze of i pigeon’s egl. Two 
fliips were difpatcfied to Panama, arU one to Nweragua^ 
while Pizarro remained ipme months in the neighUourh^*^ 
of Coaqus, under the eauino£lial, expoli^ to the |dk empmen*s 
turc of the climate, th^ntenfr an^I^^hU^s, 
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jie i^ht. Garcilajf relates, that tht Spamardi 
irere^S^ivd with a loathfome difeafe, which at firfi: ap> 
irellings on the bead and face, refembling wens^ 
rts^ that foon digefted, and dropt an ichor* 

: comp|r!!^^is tumor to a ripe fig, fays that it was not 
Jr.ough great numbers died of the difeafe ; 
and^ p^nfirluSiis report, affirms that he faw three S^amards 
ill ofjtht^dificmper^ who recovered. Behdes the 
fs counsj^ the Spaniards had other 

dang» to encounter. It was cafily perceived that the na- 
tives hn not forgot the pillaging of their town, though they 
did no^ break out into open hofiilities. A Spanijh foldier 
Jly to ftir out of the town fingly and unarmed, the 
Indians hl|ung%killed two who had v(;i)fured to roam about 
carelcfsly,\hich obliged Pizarro to fe^c upon the perf^ of 
the cazique.^He relcafed hi*m upon his p^-omife to keep his 
people wiihin\jbj*2ftion, and reftrain theri.,»by the laws.of 
hofpitality, whiclrrequircd that ftrangers, who ci/jytained no 
bad defigns, ihould entertained with civility; ap argu- 
ment which did not carry convidlion to^hc mind 

^hough his circunflfiances requited he (hould 
peaj/^^ohed. Thefe things determined himjto proceed to 
tr^/nirsjvcven before the return of the Ihipping ; and it was< 
on his mlrlsWhither, according to Gmrcitajjoi theft he over- 
took a body of Spaniajds^ under the condudi of Stbajiian 
Balalcafar^ and Juan FernandeZy who came from Nicaragua 
to make conquefts in Peruy upon the report fpread of the 
immenfe wealth of the countiy. Wc arc not toltfin what 
manner they traverfed this vaft extent of country; it is pro- 
bable they came by fca, the*march by land being next to im- 
pradicable. Sufficient it is for our purpofg, that both 
thofc officers chcarfiJly united J^heir forces to thofe 
zarroy and putthemfeTves under his diredfion; fiyhathe now 
imagii||il his firength equal to the enterprife meditated 
agai^^e fort of T^beZj andjhc ifland Puna. This 
feinforceiwfmt ofisupmrf^k of tlyrty men, was pick- 
led up in the province of Fn^from whence the Spa-^ 

niards fet oyt fon^u/nb^z.LzrrUl^y^ 1 

hof ftrangers wasVfgularly 

of tbe ncJf^^ovincc i^he eftipTre, 

I hima^ 




Aj 

fent to yftai, 
beftov^ed 
pacy with 
time Jtah 
Uirw^thei 


,^‘*nce, by his hlYicxIluayHu Ca~ 
is elder brother Huafear. By this 


confent of his 


ipay whom Ibmc caft Atabalipc^y haditaken upon 
or tafleljwllcfi is the batjge ot regal dignity in that ^ 
"as foryTnately for the Spaniards embroilvd, at their pr9^ 
ith broti/er^hichi^robably prevented his otifs, 

fending 




c Tie lii/hry Amaia. 

fending an . army againfl them, as he^ 
concern at their condu^, and wondered what 
them to traverfe feas and lands, encounter entj 
. nefs, and famine, merely for the fake of making/liico^ 
and changing the religion of other nations, was 

they alledged for a motive. Pizarro meeting 
froM the monarch, advanced direAiy to the Vrffit o^t(|e to ' 
Puna, and was preparing to pafs over, ^en|nurmuri|[yokc 
out among his troops, who ^red toir§jiurni<<b PuertQjJliego^ 
to found a colony; however, he pcifuaded them^ wi^many 
arguments, of the bad conlequences that would n^eflarily 
attend their betraying any fymptoms of fear to thd Li t jMans* 
He reprefented Puna and Tumbez as the keys of ^nlf,'"cx- 
tremcly rich in them^ves, and rtie proper places^r found* 
ingrfetilcflients, in^der to ahift and promotjnhcir future 
conquefts. At laft he prevailed, the foldicr^confenting to 
make the ejyxn'iment, whether tlje wealtfcrof thofe places 
would a^}fwcr the trouble of the conquelt. The iflanders 
were auperpetual war with the pcople^jf Tumbez^ and it was 
Pi 2 earro*s intentii>n to enter into a confederacy with them, 
-xfte more cafily to efte£^ his defigns againft 
Tumbezans. The former were no fooner acquaimut wit||^ 
"the intention of the Spaniards^ than they turned /ito rljjli- 
culc the fear and fimphcity of the Tumbezan^/iot admitting 
fuch wartike ftrangers into tHeir country ; however, they 
fcnt Pizarm an invitation to come over to their ifland, 
though their purpofe was to deftroy his whole army, by cut- 
ing the joints of the floats upon which the were 

tranfported. The cazique Tomala accordingly fent a great 
number of floats ready made ; but the diligence of the In^ 
jCrcated/ufpicion of fome evil defign. The interpre- 
mated their fears, and he prudl^ntly deferred his em- 
barkation, until his brother Hernando arrived with the re- 
mainder of the forces. This dela^i^ade the caziql 
tient, fearing left his deiigiifhoulaNnifcarry ; a'nd< 
dite meafures, he puireduprJrrTtr jierfoir^ the confine?! 
pay his compliments ende^our to prevail op 


him to ?,ccept his inilinp^-^. Ihout d^Sjy* iHc 
greatly f^jftpniihed wheepm bcing|!6 comma] 


nsrous.i 


with treache?y ; but 
upon mis countenance, Ptzd\ 
the inclinations of the India^Sj ordered feme in< 
on the floatk, and keep conftantly u^on their gu; 
were fafely wafted ovef to Puna^ aid entertai 
much kindnefs, that U was foon belie^d the 
wa$ groundlefs, Noi ^s i utrt^imp^^blc 




Teemed 
him 
pis of guile 
certain of 
i to get up- 
They 
wijH^ 



Vb# mjhry of America. 1^; 

I t idea of treachery upon thia occafton to 
^ithftanding the difputcs which afterwards 
nders. 

hzd brought with him to the illand feveral fie Spa^ 
which gave great oiTence of to the Puneje^ niards 
r to fee their inveterate enemies walking ^«r«Puna^ 
ies, under the protection of the Spanflards. 
ling to fome accounts, that gave the firft 
leoffer facri%e8 to their gods, and inter* 
about the means of revenge. After long 
as at' 1 aft concerted that the Spaniards 
o a great hunt, where they imagined the 
fily be furprifcd, and deftroyed. Notice 
roy by Bis interpreters, of the confpiracy, 
g to it living dropt from the nalives. 
covery to the Tumbizans^ and others treat 
ion, propagated by the Spaniardsy to apo- 
logize tor their unjuft attack, and perfidious breach of the 
rites of hofpitality. \Be this as it may, all writers are 
agreed about the ifliiej tnat^he fell upon the iflanders, took 
tfei:,.fixfeen caziques prifoners, whom he delivered over te 
thei: ^^mics the Tumbezansy routed ihePunef: in divers cn- 
gagemci reduced the whole ifland, and acquired immenfe* 
booty, Oi wBteh his allies, the Tuntbezansy had* their pro- 
portion (D). The misfortunes of the Puneje did not 
difpirit them ; they were defeated by the Spaniardsy infulttd 


(D) The ifland of Punay tuation, had long praAifed pi« 
ftanding in the bay of Guaqujy racy, infefting all the coaft of 
in the third degree of fouth la- Guaquilf and robbing the STm. 
ticude, contained upwards of iezam upon all qpcafions. The 
twelve thoufand inl^bitants, war was carrying on with gibtt 
though it was not fix leagues in vigour at the tiii|p Pizarro ar- 
diame^ In the divifiqr'i of rived upon the coaft, he had 
the jB^re, between t^.; two the addrefs to make his advan<r 
Capa^ii ®f enmity of the In* 

^Bfcihare of the eld^;.‘, HuaLary diahyt ^'he Puneje were cani-* 
talthough AtahuaU^a their ifland was fertile, 

aright, as^aru^ his kin J'’ fcarcity of •water ren^ 

of this d| ^ '^t unwhol^mfi andento- 

which had ew rev\ /•d ^1^® ”Siblc to any^^mdes the na- 

cient animftty betwel^y ^ lives. ProdigbiM quiAides of 
and theT'»^rsen»^, whoiadfirft «gold and fijvcr were found in 
reduced Sem under thd dpmi* me temples, all ^hiek Pmam 
flmn of incai of Pern. The reiqjitm to Fanamoy to be ena- 
Th^> ii#|ed^ oogm$9iimg hia im 

Wf ng* 5keir and «|^. * 

^ ' by 
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^ ^ Tbi H^ory of Amcrica^^ 

hf the Tumhezans^ forfaken by the inca, ihm ca^fhii«ii| 
were prifoners ; but they refolvecl upon the Doldw ^ 

extricate themrelves from thofe galling preflur^^^^ 
people. Their firft attempt was upon a Spanijh arnvc4 

on the coaft, to attack which they fent three arched 

upon floats, while the reft of the nativeaif{!i^d\pfall upti 
the Spaniards on the ifland. The attack of the 
defperate, but fruitlefs ; the cannon of the Ihip havin^^nk 
anu deftroyed them, before tjjey could j;each within t^dif- 
tance required by the archers. On (hore, their p/oje<^werc 
equally abortive. I'hc Spaniards repulfed them in yry af- 
faultj and drove them to the mountains, whence 
cxcurfions, that rather harraffed the Spaniards^ thayJerrtctcd 
the original purpofe q/ the revolts And nowtith^ fehemes 
werai totally defeated by the arrival of fupplies/^brought in 
two vcflels from Nicaragua^ by Perdir/ando Soto J^ho was fent 
with men, horfes, and provifions,^by Almafro. Upon the 
arrival of thefe fuccours, the refolution wis taken of pafling 
over to the continent, Piza^ro relying^Jlpon the friendihip of 
the Tumbezansy whofe affections he imagined he had gained 
the conqueft of their enemies, the fhare of the plupA'i/' 
and the caziques whom he had furrendered ionftheir 

''hands, as well as the prifoners of their nation he had fet at 
liberty, aftfer they were long confined by the and in 

danger of ^being facrificed. He gave them notice of his in- 
tention ; and Garcilajfo alledges from Gomara^ that they put 
the meffengers to death. Herrera affirms, he had fo little 
doubt of their friendfhip, that he embarked a part of bis 
people on floats, and paffed over without any previous inti- 

1,. mation, which the Tumbc%ans refented fo much, that they 
feized upon the firft men who landed, conduced them to 
thft town, pulled out their eyes, cut off their privities, and 
then flung them into cauldrons of boiling water, in which 
they perifticd miferably. What mtjtivc could prom|^heni 
to this ad of violence, 4, not afeertStined. ProbabhR^ey 
either dreaded the refcnvitffiPtf vhe irh^, for cntertailriygi 
foreigners, whofe views/4i^ereftsi^ious, they apprehend-, 
cd (haring the fate of the^ats v'ere in the 

utmoft (&n^r, the bcinj^rapid, anij fhii»*<fcuVtf;?r, 

who ilavigata. them, ' trb|^#rous.ex gl^eSwer part of 
Pizar^ fs bgggage was plunoWd^-^kuay he gettir g fafe on 
Ihore with the horfe, foon revenge^ the injury^ vfell upon 
the town, aiid made terrible flaughser of the inllabitants. 
A variety of (kirmilhes and battles wdee fought ; birt the /»- 
dims perceiving themfelves worfted up^ every, ogci^ion,^- 
gan to mteruin an op ^nion ^^t the Sfmiard$4i^re 
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ciblcy tlMt they vrtte a&fted by feme divinity, and (Ji'jt 
kth^nirel^, w^^guiltly of enormous crimesy in attempting 
of heaven. They now endeavoured to 
Spaniards by immenfc prefents of filver, upon 
al they obferved they put a great value. One Indian 


lich 
partic] 


'^Lof fome quality, entered into an intimacy with re^ 
lJ)RSpaifiai^^^S^i had fuch particular favour (hewn him, ® 
tha^j crofs was put up in his houfe, to (hew that it wa» ^x- 6/" 
enwted from being plundeied. He related marvellous ftories . 
of ^wealth of the^empire, and the grandeur of 6Vzr^, *^^Pcru^^ 
refidcyce ofjnca Huafear^ aflurcS the Spaniards of the facility 
with raich they might efiedftheconqueftof the empire, amidll 
th e pr^ ent civil commotions, and (b inflamed the ambition 
that he inftantly fet out on a march to examine 
the couniify, %nd endeavour to reduce fgme of the neighbour- 
ing little i^'inces. Firft, however, he difpatched a vefiel to 
Panama witih all the tieafu?es found in TumbeZi to be laid 
out by jflmagrB^s the former remittances were, in inliftmg 
men, and fcndirT|i^pplies of provifion, arms, and ammuni- 
tion. The Ibverei^ of Tumbez had taken refuge in the 
mountains, upon the late defeat of his troops ; and Pizarro 
' i;jJ»oured to get him into his hands, which was one of the 
chief objects of his expedition. In this excurimn he reached 
the beginning of the great road of the inca's leading to thC'.. 
principal cities \ but his men being hwrafled witlffatigue, he 
was forced to return without fucceeding in any of' the points 
propofed. Ferdinando Soto was at the fame time detach^ 
with a party, with a fimilar dcfign. He marched as far as 
CaxaSi faw many flocks of Peruvian fheep, a number of 
niagnificent buildings, found fome bars of gold and filver, 
defeated the natives m baftre, difeovered the great road calU 
ed Huayna Capacs^ and then returned to Tum^ez^ where he 
joined who had finifhed his unfucceliful cxpeditfbn 

a few days before. It was after this junftion^that Piza?Ta 
detcmjhed to found a colony among the vales of Tangarala^ 
tofm^his footing in the country, and ferve fora place of 
jyplifrttVeat, a nd^efreftuvMii.N; Accordingly he built the 
city of St. Aliguej^dc Ptuf^ ^ and appointed the foldiers leaft 
’ fit td endure fa^ue as a.garnt>^ arid magiftrates, dividing; 

, territon'^s^of and Piura^ as a di^ri(5 

to the city, 4nd the larujfe of the nc*w^ttlcmeiif*(Sl). * 

• i .. While 

f ■ „ 

(E) Sf ▼ was tJfce firft did not continue:* long in that 

Spanijh coijony planted m p€ru^ fi,i ation. It was found to be 
now called CaJtiJm but it unhealthy, which obliged the 

' * Spaniards 
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pMi’maf- ^rttte he wat eoif^yed in the bufifl^fs of thencolony, 

l> Pern. Tnnotis accounts daily arrived of the fortune^ tl^ivil|mtt‘' 
now raging between the brothers Huafcar and | 

Pizarro thought it neceiTary to keep a mi£l eye uWn «v4ry 
event, a^ great part of his hope was founded up4^'the in** ' 
teftine commotions of the empire, which woul^cC^jmt either 
of the brothers from paying much regard (a^he»accidenmi 
arrival of a handful of ftrangcrs upon the coaft. Withithis 
view his brother Juan was ordeitd to penetrate farthe^h^tlto 
the country with fifty horfe ; at the fame time he empp^ed 
bimfelf in making the neceflary preparations for follrWing 
this party, and in gaining the beft intelligence condirning 
the country, the cuftoms and manners of the inha t^itants, 
their civil and military policy, method of fightings epSwer, 
and the caufeof the prefent war, together wiifi tj’o difpofi^ 
tion pf the people in general with relpeft to the ri\^al princes. 
He learned that Atahualapa^ of whom we havwTpoken, was 
much more popular than the emperor^ thoug>f only a natu- 
ral fon of the late prince, by one of his cclicubines; that in 
the wars carried on by his father he hlM fignalizcd his cou- 
rage, and gained the affections of all the commanders of 
eminence ; that he was politic, affable, liberal, and generous; 
by which means he had engaged a ftrong party to fupport him 
difputing the imperial crown with his brother; though 
he alone, dr forty brothers, had the ambition or boldnefs 
to lift their'hiinds to fo great an enterprife. In ,^ato he was 
alfeady acknovs^ledged as inca ; though, by the emperor’s 
will, this province was only given him as a fief and depen- 
dency on the imperial crown. Huafcar took umbrage at this 
prefumption, and after holding a council, fent notice to 
Atahualapa^ that he could not pofiibly fhuc his eyes to a con- 
dudt (o injurious to his own perfon, fo dangerous to his 
crown, fo impious in itfelf, and (o confary to the eftablifhed 
laws of the empire. He therefore requefted, that he would 
dcfift from his ambitious pra6tices, wvhich muft ncii^rily 
terminate in civil difcordi, his own, and, perhaps, tglh igin 

Spamardi to remove it ^ora the climate be extremely, 

T ongarala^ to the place whercA^‘Try,Vand the Tandy. Vines 
now (lands, nearer the and Ttgs in partk^^r 

and fumounHetS by beautifiojwnd ^nilhingty, and tWo crops of 
fruitful ^ vallies. Thefc they w heats (boot up every year, 
cultivated with great diligence, Formelly this valley^was popu- 
raifing great ^varie^^ of Euro^ low, 2 i|ad the inhabu|pU indc- 
pean vegetables, which flouri(h- penden^. of the inca of Peru* 
ed as if in their native ner. dd;. tii. lib. v.ftc, iii. 

' i 
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^weight Akhit mdl^, and enforce obedience. 
K Dwtle- attmion did Atahmhpa give i 


%pt ej iHHonw , ^ 

At the fame time be levied an an»r> to givtt 

nco* 

4 « * remonftrance 

and for which he was prepared. Elated 
Milh hk pt^pularityi hurried on by his amlHtion, he thought 
Vobably 4su' rivalling his brother, by building a city at 
ec|Ual to 'the k^nerial refidence at Cuzce^ and then he en- 
larged his viewsm the conqueft of the whole Peruvtar^tm^ 

^ pire. He began% found the fentiments of fome of the leiler 
prorinceS) and finding them averfe to every meafure that 
threatened todiAurbrthe publi<5tranquillity, be directed his 
march tow^ds the capital, to meet his brother the emperor^ 
to whc^a he gave battle with fuch fucccfs* as obliged Huafcar 
to'rem* precipitately to repair and augment his fcattered 
forces, ^pqp this he proceeded to the capital, fub- 
duing all the provinces in his way. On fils arrival at Caxamal^ 
ia^ he received a more particular account of Pizarro^s tranf- 
adtions at Tumbez^ and therefore formed the reib- 

lution of remaiiHqg thej% with part of his troops, while the 
reft were fcnt to gSe battle to his brother, who had again 
taken the field with aTrefli army. The two armies met in 
the vale of Xauxa^ with neafly equal force?, each exceeding 
a hundred and forty thoufand men. The conflidl was bloody, 
and vi(3ory, a fecond time, declared for Atahublapa. A third^ 
battle was fought with fimilar fortune; and the emperor 
was, foon after, treacheroufly feized in the hearuof his ca- 
pital, and delivered up into the hands of his brother and 
rival. His women were infamoufly and inhumanly treatdB, 
bis efFeds plundered, and his royal perfoii throvvn into a 
dungeon. 

This feries of profperity ^avc Atahualapa more time to re- 
flect upon the arrival of Pkarro ; but when he was told that 
his troops did not exceed two hundred men, h? m^ade lighfebof 
the affair, and thougirt it impoflible that fo inconfidcrable a 
bod^qpuld ever give the leaft fhock to fo vafl ap empire. 
Acoj^ingly he contented himfclf with fending an drejon, 
QMSffeteman of l}>u' coi^i^ to- tftve into the defigns of the 
^^^aniardsj for w)i*ich piifrpofc that nobleman employed a 
^number of emiflasies in Such was the fituation of 
fitfljpir^ wnen Pizarro depaf^'d from St. Mfj^uel on the 
fourth of otptBnbery on hlTway Xo^ijgxmnalca^ the diftance 
of twelve days journey (F)* Tloats were ptepared crof- 

(F) wf find this cit y vari- * by HerrerB anc}, nroft modern 
oufly wrote by the geographers; put GaralaJJh 

xians, It is called Ci^xamaka cod^aotly writes it C^Jfama/ca^ 
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Pizarro 
advances 
into Peru, 


^ f||it tht tivtti ht came up whii kh o^er it6 

had fenc with a detachment to reduce the caaiaue^ ot 
of Piura^ In the vale of this name, Pizam rontinujpU forj 
ten days, making the neceflary provtfion for his m|seh^4nd^ 
procuring the beft intelligence poilible of the prbgrefs a^nd*; 
ftrength of Atahuakpa. Before he renewed hisrmarcb, 
general mufter was made of the forces, whinh amounted to 
lixty«feven horfe, and a hundred and ten fdot, of'whom nine 
returned to fort S/. Miguel^ on Ptzarro's declaring, at the 
head of the army, that all who had no inclination to proceed 
(hould have lands affisrned them in the hew colony, for that 
he repofed more con^dence in the yalour of a few, than in 
the (hew of a number. So bold a declaration gave i^izarro 
great reputation with the foldiers ; and he well knc^lJOW 
to make his advantage of his cbara£ler, to ^rengthen his 
own^^uthority, and riife rhe hopes of his people. 

His affairs being thus adjuftSd, Pizarro boldly advanced 
through a ht ftile country altogether unknown4o him, with 
all the caution required in fuch critical cUbumftances^ and 
foon reached the frontiers of the Curatd^Paver^ a powerful 
vaffal of the imperial crown, notwithftandmg he had been 
grievoufly opprefjed by the late inca, Huayra Capac. The 
Spaniards^ upon his invitation, took up their quarters in his 
atown, and were kindly treated. Here Pizarro gained better 
information of the flate of the war, the fituation of the 
country, a»id every particular that could forward his defigns. 
Among other pieces of inforrration, he learnt, that a body 
oS Atahnalapa'^s forces lay at Caxas^ a town in his way to Cax-^ 
ttmalcay at the diftance only of two days journey. A captain, 
with a party, was detached before, to view the place, and 
endeavour to cultivate an alliance W'th the people. Pizarro 
followed flowl^y, and halted at a town called Zamcriy to wait 
fot the return of the partv. In rive da\ s a meffenger returned 
from Caxas^^ with the following relation, that the captain 
had endeavoured to furpnfe the town, but found lilyunnc- 
celTary, the people being^ extremely civil ; that thq^i *ca’s 
officer had received^ him, m th' moflvardial maimer, ‘^nd 
given him all the inform/tion hc^c^uld rct^iirc of the prefent 
condition of the empire, oJ|['xlJrcH'hc miift be a competent ^ 
judge, on account of his^enfployment of colicfling th^frjbute 
in tne tliffere*!^ provino s^ thajt tVis officer related wonders of 
the wealth of Cuzco^ the metropolis, at which Atahualapanovt 
reGded. The captain had orders to rejoin the main body 
with his det^chmknt, upon which Pi^rro proceemrd firft to 
Caxas^ ,and then to Gu^cacamba. At the former of thefe 
towns, ftrutk with the ajypearance of large building, en- 

c|^o&d 



ti.gm wwib^ of w mm ^mhim 
l^fmmpg M4mwUigi:Jotb ^ the ro^ no ifiMw 
ilntiig «<l«t»H«4 ^ootnncc, In going one of tho tofeni fee 
(pj^oocl « oufofeer of itioo futpended bf tils feosK ond «afe 
Isj4 tthi^ ims<iAttniihed io thii masoer for prebuniog to 
ewrths female festal, which waa deemed Oiieted« farhia 


^«a)Wch he was accofted by an Jndim dP diftin&mt)» wfeotadlsd 

** ^^im^fanainbiifladorfrom^to&iMA^tniMeleatedhiin iintfe<twi> 
copa of ^ne cwioufly*Wrotigbt, S load of a kind of pafumed 
powder ; and*aiGiiianc»» {hat the inca defined nothing tnOre 
than the fxiendfh^ of the firangers, with wbofe valour and 
foic <|«iai«ties he was not unacquainted. It was not diflkadt fiw 
Fizarrt to difem^er that this iitdion was ^t as a fpy ; but he 
difguifed his feotimenm, ordered him to be well treated^ and 
difmifiedwith prefenta and {flomifei ofduty ai^ relj^SlO;* 
warded inca. i^o keep the cdony of St. M^uei in fpirita^ 
he fent back an aoi^unt of his progrefs, and a prefent ^ the 
OupSt and feveral pib^s of beautiful woollen and cottod 
Cmhf finely adorned with Bowers of gold at^ filver, ebargo 
ing the garrifon to live upon terms of amity with all the « 
fiirrounding Jndiaat. Guacacambo^ a day’s jemrney from 
CmmS) was a city of more confequence, fecured and beautif t 
fied by a fine fortrefs built of ftone, a large river, ^nd a va- 
riety of bridges aod caufeways. Through tbefe towhs paBed 
the great road of the inca’s, exceeding the diBance of four* 
hundred leagues fnom Cuza to ^uito, paved with the utmoft 
arti Wid fo broad, that fix horfes marched eafily a>breaft. 
In'Caery part it was fupplied with water, brought at a vaft 
gspence in pipes from diftanf mountains, and at the end of 
every four leagues were tatabau or houfes of refipfliment for 
travellers, fupported by a final! toll. ** 

It would ieem that Tizetrr* now quitted the great read 
lueding Ip upon information that the inca 11X89 at 

Caxama ^ mVwe find him paifing through a deiart, in whkh 
• he ug^rreduced to thp utmolhuece^ty fqr water, before he 
.MtU*. The curaca of this town was now ferving, 
at the head of three hundred men, the inca’s army ; never- 
thdefs, the dbmmanding officer in the town confonfed, that 
no ludfiTnies Ihould be comiKISfd upomeither fide* Vadtfeat 
the Spnaardi fhould have free quarters to refreft (hemfri^vee 
for a day or two after their fatiguing journey. It was matter of 
aftonifliment and horror to ^fzurrs and his pedple,etoahferve 
, the periodical human facrifites that were offered to thd idok. 
Onaeertainday io eveiy month the folbt of thole foUe deities 
Wbrefarinkled with frtm blood, ifliiinl from the veins of the 
-Mot. HiST. yo/..XXXVin. X wretched 
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.(Mhmidnvobfervetl, tbtt when IkrifiicMsiVer^Wwithigt*^^ 
v^ittitiruy detoted d)eifi(hlve» to olP 

v^oic<!d At die hai^ineis of being cvt In {linc^by the ^nncd 
Iiandenf thoft'mtiiiften of fraud and im’p^r, whoauiMnMHbi 
‘the hierarchy, Befides theft ftenes oi th^ 'Idkgdi 

Kot Ihe march, the heat of the cilmatef the Ibltry ekiftl^ 
-of the atmoipheK, the fcaieity of water, and die lbmetiitidi(_^ 
intolerable fervour of the fun<beaiM refiedled from the fandL 


ptefled exceeding hard upob the Spemardsy who were fuppOlt* 
ed only by the hopes of ending, their toils in the utnoft 
Marthtt 'aflhtence and fplendor of fortune and reputation. After for* 
t» Caxa- inomiting a variety of hardihips, Pizarro at lengdr-arrived 
malca, on the banks of % river, the roppofite fidco of « which Wsh 


corcred with towns and villages. To prevent the Indiiuu 
ftom obftruidtng his pailageoh floats, he ordered his brother^ 
captain HtrtmMy to fwim over with a narty of borib; At 
whoft approach the natives retired inthe;V^inoftconfternation) 
being equally aftonilhed and terrift^^’^t the novelty of the 
men fwimming over upon the backs of animals, whom they 
guided in the water as if they had been canoes. Henum^ 
ftized fbme^of the inhabitants in their flight, and by his dex* 
terouB management, convinced them that no violence waa 
intended, and that they might fafely return to their habU 
tations. Yet could he obtain no information, until he put 
gOne to the torture, who then declared that jftahMiapaexpeA- 
ed the Spaniards in a warlike pofture. That his army was 
divided into three columns, each of which was determined 


to difpuie the progrefs of the flrangers ; and that one corps 
was at the foot of the mountain, on the way to Casumiaieay 
another on ^he fummit, and a third on the oppofite declivity. 
‘The Indian farther added, that the jnca would now have 
been purfiiing the conquefl of the 'provinces j but that he 
thoi^t it advifable to deflroy the Spaniard^ b<%ire their 
numbers were augmented, or that they had rwM ^party in 
the country. Upon this infc'-tnation ^izarrv raa^^^ts, 
eroded the river without oppofition, quartered his troops 
a fort of which he took (^iftffion, and fending for the cu> 
nc*y was told by him, that the army at Castatnbka exceeded 
fifty thobfand fighting men. ’ i'he curaca d^Iareolbimfttf 
the^nemy otjftaimal^y who had put to detnh four thoufand 
of his fubjedst becauie be had Amponed his lawful fovereign 
agatnft an ambitious ufurpn. What the curacs chiefly w- 
mented was the loTsof five hundred women, vitdentlyfttoed . 
front the arms of their Fmtfbands and parents, and Auietidec- 
i « ed*' 
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, ^4&iK0 /oiiijiii it ntceBkxj to rcfrcflb hfe imp in thit' 
fi^lfy.toWPy^iPd employ die time in procetii^ fiill more 
mtoiite JmelUgfope. An hdian o6rered himfetf tor this fer** 
^Ct DUt r^fuftcl aS as a fpy. He laid he weurld throw 
hiiplelf n( tlto feelS^ the inc$^ deliver any tnelTage ihe 
thoi^ht prophi^ and^bring basck the heft mfoniia*^ 
flon in his power i but he would not take upon him any 
employment t^hat woulchitijure htsicharad^er, or fubjed him 
to a violent and ignominious punilhment The generous 
Icntiments of this barbarian greatly delighted Pizarro 5 be 
believed he might fafely truft a man who had expreffed him* 
felf fo boldly, agd fo virtuouily accordingly be difpatched 
him to Atanualapa^ to falute that prince iX his name» to odpf 
him the beft fcrvices of the Spftmardiy and to fignify that they 
were in full march to have the honour of probating them'-* 1. 
Iclvcs before of rfleriting his friendlhip ; their foie 

intention being to nbi^ his enemies, without injuring his 
ful^eds* The Indian (?k out on his embafly ; and Pizarroy 
after having fully refrclhed his- troops, begah his journey, 
and after three days march reached the mountain, where 
Atahualapa wasfaid to have a body of foices. He afeended 
the bill without any pther oppofition th^i what he met with 
from the ilecpnefs and roughnefs of the afeent* At the head 
of forty horfe, and the bulk of the infantry, he quietly ap^ 
proacHed a fortrefs, feated on a hbh eminence, of fo diffi* 
cult accefs, that it was fcarce pomble to advance wiitt the 
horfe, the whule rock being cut in the form of an irregular 
fleep ftair. Round the fortrefs was a (lone- wall built, upon 
the brink of a perpendicular rock upon evety fide, except 
the pafs we have deferibed. Had the lead opp( 9 ition been ^ 
given, it would have boen utterly impoffible to haye gained 
pofielSon gf this fort with double the number of mcr^that 
compofed the Spanijh, army ; and it was matter of great re*. 
Joici]^,^ata d*fEculty, fi^gglG^g hnagination, mould be 
10 ealfiy overcome. Here rizarro baited Tor the remainder 
tfMFis forces and the baggage, forcing to himself the moft 
favourable proTages from this fortunate incident. 
yafiured diat the inca h id no-4Wftntion treat tMm^s evict 
^*mies, clfe he would certainly have difputed ih 
• it afteiwsirds appeared, that bis policy was ^ 

^pi 0 t^! 0 r 4 f to advance into the hefirt of the coif 
mighf then have them in his power, without 
‘ ,4^ir|fcapi*g. y 
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cei^s an of the mountains, which they had |ained^th infiniW 
mbajfy hour, an embafly arrived from the inca, in confequcrtcc ^ 
/rww Ata- meflage font by Pizarro, The atnbaflfador had a prbll|y 
hualapa. numerous retinue : he prefented the general with ten Ftr^ 
vian iheep, fent by his imperial majefty, (^e other things of 
a taifliiig nature ; and thendefired tHename of his 

matter, at what time the Spaniards {^(opofe^i reaching Caxa^^ 
fualca, that accommodations on the road might be got readyr 
He related the courfe of cht; inca’s vifeories, and contradi£ted 
all the reports of his having forces with bim^t Caxamalcai 
faying, that he only {laid there to make preparations for the 
reduSion of fome provinces thaf ftill held out for his brother, 
who was now a prifoner. Tp this Pizarn made anfwer, 
th^t he rejoiced at the profperity of his imperial majefty, 
and thanked him for the go6d will he had (hewn towards 
ftrangers, whofe commiffion was of more^ importance than 


he could well imagine. He delired ambaflfador to ac- 
quaint jitaimaiapa^ that he was the fep^nt of the greateft mo* 
narch in the univcrfe, fent to reclaim^ him and his people from 
the moil impious and 'abominable errors in religion : he 
therefore hoped that he would receive him peaceably, in 
which cafe ue might rely upon his faithful Cervices ; but if, 
on the c&ntrary, anj^hoililicies were oiFered, and his majefty 
preferred war to peace, he would foon find that the Spaniards 
could make themfelves as dreadful to their enemies as ufeful 


^ to their friends. With this anfwer the ambafladof took his 


leave, and the Spaniards proceeded on their march, halting 
that night in a beautiful valley, at the toot of the mountain* 
Here rizarro was honoured* wirh another embafly, and 
more prefent^^, of much the fame nature as the former. The 
« retinue of this minifter was extremely magnificent, and all 
his fcrvar\ts drank out of filver vafes,* which gave the Spaniards 
the n^ofi exalted opinion of the extraordinary weahh of their 
mafter, which indeed the ambaflador cheriflied ^ his dif- 
courfe. Next mqrning the meflenger returned ^ and 
being made acquainted with the relation given by the^jm* 
baflador, he was fo incqofed, that he flew upon him, called 
hinv4Kic^cberous liar, and would have certai/ily put him to 
death, tiaA he not^ been toTrri*uway by violence. ‘ He now 
toldrA'wrL that he was hot to believe a fyUable of what 
wis advanced by thofc meflengers, who were only fpies 
upon hiscCoj|du£t, and falfe lights held out to nliilMi^him. 
He aflbrted,/that the inca was'^at the head of a fll^rdus 
army ; that [Caxamali^s was deferted, and ihef^troofWi 
field i that he hadnifjt only been refufed acc.^f$ 

' ' jetty. 
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a? on the perifhing with fatigue ,ahd 1iungt:r ; id a 

wbrd^ he declared that all the defigns ofthe inca'wcrc hofiite, 
andTthofe of his meffcnger perfidious. Pizarrs had no doubt 
of the truth of this relation ; however, he concealed his fen- 
timents before t\*^^Peruvian meflcnger, and difmiffcd him 
with prefcnts. GaPSf^i de la Vega mentions ah ambaffldor 
• whocanie about this^mc from the unfortunate Huajear^ 
craving the Spaniards to revenge his caufe, and in the name 
of jufticc, tri^th, religTcmXand tlic fons of the god Vir^choca^ 
to puniHi the ambition and ufurpation of his unnatural bro- 
ther. 7'his melTenger wa^rcated with extraor<Jin«iry kind- 
nefs, and returned with an anfwer, that the Spaniards tfrere in 
full march to procure the ciiJargenicnt #f the unhappy mo- 
narch, and to redreis all his grievances. • 

In proportion as tne Spaniards approached Caxamalca^ the 
embaffies from (>he inca lygan to multiply. While Pizarro* 
was defcendingfroftv|hc mountain, a third amliaflador came to 
him from Jiahualapa^orc Iblemn tlian any of the preceding. 
He was brother to the inca, anda per/onof ^le firft confide- 
ration about the court, to \vh':ch his equipage and retinue 
correfponded. He told Pizarro^ that his migjjty and fovc- 
reign lord had Tent him to bid the Spaniards welcome, and 
prefented them with fume of tbeprodifce of theeSuntry, as 
a proof of his regard and afFediion. It was greaft joy, he 
iaid, to the inca, to fee his kinfmen, defeended from th^ 
fame common father the fun. Inca Firaihocaj faid he, 
fincc it hath been my fortune to carry you this meffage, 
** I prefume to befeech you, that you will be generoufly 
** pleafcd to grant me three requefts. The firft is, that you 
will efteem my inca, Atahmlapa^ your friend, and enter 
into a perpetual league of fiiendfhip with him. The fe- 
cond is, that you will forgive all thofe crimes and tref- 
“ paffes^ which his fubjcdls may have committed^ either 
thro’^gnorance, or want of refl^ion. The 1 aft is, that 
would remit, tow^tdfe the inhabilants of Caxanialca^ 
^<*^thofe puniihments, which by the diredlion of your god 
and fathc;, the fupreme Virach^a^ you inflift ed up on the 
inhabitant^ of Puna and T^bez ; and that, y^ou'^e an 
iknea, the defeendent of the Sun, yc^ woul«xe1'cif<? clc- 
^enev, which is one of your attributes.” ne |hcn &^cr- 
g^nts to be difplaycd, which confiftU of a variety 
rupeds and birds,^ many fruits of ^iiffetent kinds, 
io&piGC|s of cotton and woollen manuAdures, honey 
fcoml^pcppcr, a variety of lilLors diftiled or brewed 
veftments of the rici^A kinds, and a iervice 
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oF cfu|»* platea, toya fludded with tifdl^blfes aiidem«|^, 
ratda^ with abundance of other curjofuieS) Which were ifF^ 
very great value. As a particular inaik of the inca^s re^ej|, 
he preftnted Ptxarro with a pair of hofe, of the fame kiridi 
with thofe wore by the emperor, and a couple of rich gold 
bracelets, this being deemed a militiryj^^iiour m P^ru^ ani^ 
b^nowed on this cccafion, in ackno^dgecnent of the ge- 
neraJ*s valour. Titu Antouchi^ for mat was the name of thef 
ambaiTador, apologized fo** haviufg ^prefumed to make fa 
trifling a prcfcitt to the childien cjfthe fun ; but he faid, that 
he hoped his matter would find cMtr opportunities of &cW- 
ing them his refped and etteem h in a word, no minitter, of 
the moft civilized prince, could have acquired himfclf with 
more addrefs and p^litcncfs, than this barbarian j who, in 
coUrfe of the converfation heJteld with Ptzarro^ eminently 
diftinguiflied his good fenfe, policy, and fagacity. GarcilaJJo 
alledges, that Atahmlapa had no finiffer (cKfign in this cm- 
bafly, which was font merely to apoj^ the refentment of 
the fun, for the injuries done to his^iildrcn by the inhabi- 
tants of Puna and Yumbez. He affirms, that the inca*s cou- 
rage began to forfake him on the approach of the Spauiardt^ 
and the report of the wonders they performed upon the coaft. 
He mentions a prophecy, uttered by the father of the prtfent 
emperor, fimilar to tfi'e tradition which we observed prevailed 
in Mexico^ at the time Cortez entered that country ; and 
• fays, that Atahualapa was perfuaded the feafon was ar- 
rived for the completion of this prophecy, becaule he could 
not imagine that fuch a handful of men could defeat the ar- 
mies of Puna and Tumbez^ and dare to penetrate into the 
heart of his empire, uniefs they were invigorated and fup- 
oorted by the almighty power of the fun. 

With refpeit to the Spaniards^^iX^ity difmiflred the am- 
baflador w^th prefents, and affuranccs of perfeft rt^pedt and 
refignJtion to the will of the inca j but their fentiments were 
greatly divided about the intention of the embaffy,*^^nd the 
prefents. Some regarded them blind to conceal the«it)t^’3 
rcaldcfigns, and lull the. Spaniards into fecuiity; whence' 
they jflff t 4 :ed the neceflity of redoubling their vigilance and 
cifJiJ;nfp?i^on. Others afcrtl-id the prefents .wholly 
maMificcnc\ and h^)fp.tality of the emperor ; while 
of morti upguinc believed, that they could difcovt/ p 
fears under appearance of courtefy. It 
the unanimoui opinion/'that they could not be too ^ijlerous 

Pizarro marclfto Caxawalca- As they drew ne^r 

arrifuet at had a {icw of /ic inca's army, whitl. 

Caxamal- fpace of a whole Icame, and prefented the moIUornAf 
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yi^<th«y readies and mtf^ k4ci^#U .by^dit 

Tuca mi primpipal nobility; though ordm m 4 btfo left' to 
fiii^ md treat the children of with the otiitoftrdfped^y 
if we may credit Xiarc}laffo^ whofe relation it tUam«ltricallj|r 
oj^ftte^ in this placenta that of Herreta* According to thii 
laft writer, the Spini^i found not a foul in the town» ex^pt 
a few wonien^ who o)^ly avowed the dolign of deftroying 
*the chriftians, and piti^l their unhappy fate. Immediately 
Przarro ordered the piacAto be diligently fearcbed, left any 
troops mi ghtttbe conccalel; and after talcing every precau- 
tion for his fecurity. Tent u Indian to the emperor, to de- 
mand what quarters he ha^ provided for his friends, agree- 
able to the pn^ifes of his ambalTadois* 

It was afterwards knowit that the aifival of the Spaniards 
in Caxamaka had greatly difcoRicened Atahmlapa^ whofe ftars 
increafed in proportion as the danger drew nearer ; however, 
be betrayed no Otf^er fynlptoms of the terrible apprehenfion§ 
he was under, thatrV'hat might be perceived from his holding 
more frequent council^ than ufuaU On the other hand, Pi- 
xarro deliberated with hi^ officers, wkhether k was not requi- 
iite he (hould fend a formal embaify to the inca, to acknow- 
ledge the civilities received, requeft the continuance of his 
favour, and acquaint him with the purpofeof his expedition. 

After various debates, this propofition was carried Jn the af- 
firmative. Accordingly Hernanda PizarrQ^ and F^rdinando }^g 
Soto^ were appointed to execute this commiffion, their qdsafff 
tinue being compofed of twenty horfe ; Sato to proceed wiih//^ fbe%^ 
this party to the empetor’s prefence, and Pizi^rro to remain 04*4 camp^ 
at a little diftance behind, with another party, to bring him 
ofFin cafe any violence fhould be oftered to his perfon. The 
Spaniards found the Peruvian army drawn up receive tl\p 
ambaffadors, notice <rf whofe arrival had been given by an 
Indian fgbt to prepare the way. As they paffeo the ranks, 
the Indians gazed with aftoniihment upon the horiSs ; and . 

Soto l^^ing ov^ r a ditch, plungingt rearing, and curveting, 
y^\t his hoife, greatly delfghted all tbbfe ftmpie fpeflators, 

'^bo could hardly feparate, in imagination, the rider from 
the .horfe, asking both to be one animal, as’ Gygy;|l other 
* '^an natives had done hi tier. The inca hA l 

of his geperals to receive the aThba^acIws, an^ fliew 
’I poi&ble refpeft. When this ofEsr *9pproiliched 
$fmiardst be adojrtKl ^em witvth^e moft pro- 
'^Deration ^ and then torh^-sbund tJhis people, de- 
o tlKr^ that thofe were the-defeendayts of their god 
, M.fcrtftm they ought to woVlup witi the moft pr«"^ 

froST y ' X I ' found 


*»» 



Indian began Iheir reyerent^a #i«tr the utmoft' 
miffion, accompanying the Spaniards^ at the fame time, 
the iiica's prefence. The<.:mazemeAr of both parties ^nrae 
pretty nearly equal. The Spaniards admired the riches^ 
granteur, and magnificence of the inca s while the monarch 
wa% ftirprifed at the habit, beards, ojlirffplexion, manners, 
snmns, and horfesof the Spaniards* ^me minutes paifed in^ 
profound filence s when at length /ne Spaniards recovering 
themfelves, approached the^hroQ^f ^old in which Atahna- 
lapa was feated, making the moff^fubmiilive Ubeifances as 
they advanced. When Soto can« within a proper diftance, 
the inca rofe up, embraced him cordially, and bid hitn wcU 
come into his dominions : “ Behold, laid he^ the very face, 

** attitude, and habif of our god Virachoca^ in the exaft man- 
ncr defcribed by the inca Virttchoca^ our ancefior, to whom 
the deity appeared/* Having fookc thi^ an elegant en- 
tertainment of bread, fruits, and divers ^ds of liquors, was 
ferved up by fix virgins, and as my^y boys, well dreffed. 
Two beautiful maidens of the royal blood advanced before 
thefc, holding ift their hands fmall cups of gold, filled with 
the liquor ufually drank by the inca ^ of which they gave 
^ one to Aiahkolapa^ and another to the ambaffador, wha 
drank peace and friendfliip to each other ; this being deemed 
in Peru a, mark of the moft cordial reception and fincefc 
welcome. Having gone thro* the preliminary ceremonies, 
the Spaniards began to deliver their commiffion ; but they 
had fcarce uttered a fentence, when they were ftopt by the 
inca, who fatd he, muff admire a little longer, in their form 
and figure, the image of his god. Soto mounted his horfe, 
to pleafe the emperor, made him prance, le^, and curvet 
to the great f/tisfa<Sion of AtaJjualapay who fuffered the horfe 
to run up fo clofe as to fmell him, WTthout Teeming afraid* 
though the foldieis fled in crouds when the^ animal 
came mkr them. At length the ambaflador was permitted 
to fpeaki but a charge was givcq fhat he fhould be coh^ile. 
Accordingly Soio^ after making fcveral profound rcvcrcnc^H^.' 
bi^an tb inform the inca, q^f the exalted dignity of the poo« 
tiff, power of Charles V . emperor aSd kingiof ‘ 

the^i&0i4fiii, Vvho, defirous of^tbing the Peruvians 
the grqfe ignoiuce ana idolatry in which they were 
fed, Ifad fenl mn Francifeo Pizarro^ with bis boim 
and fome priefta,*' to tyach.^ them the knowledge ore 
God, and to ewer int^ perpetual alliance and amitj 
Ws imperial higi nefs. He concluded with aoj^ 
fpta of the arrival of Spaniards in Caxmmc^ ar 


immr 


^ ^ 
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^PP^ffjfPfjr 1^ l%lliQflCw ^ f « Pfw 

r iMbK hTtt |tt/j(nthef jiartfetHus t<» a 
gjpitbPww. • , ' 

^ It muft be confefleJ, that the S^mjA writert diflfef Di^rtna* 

I If about th« particulars of thi9^udience, and indeed the amfixg the 
whole of the inca’s condu<Ji Herrera relates, that he re- Spaniih 
ceived the cjjbafly politely, but gave immediate orders thatwr/z/r/, 
the army ihould toCaxamalca^ to crufh /’/aisrrsb at 

^ne blow, taKfe all his p^ple prifoners, and offer them up^ a$ 
factifices to the gods ; fo^hich purpofe he had prepared a kind 
of gin^^nets, or toils, irt^>Aich they were to becatched alive» 
like Wild bealW*. AccordAg to GaraJaffi^ the inca had given 
up all thoughts of defence, jeeming to regard his empire for 
loft, from the time the Spamards ventured to advance to the 
heart of his dominions. anfwer to^thc ambaflador, he 
faid, that although he could not but be pleafed Co think that 
the prophecies of his anceftots were to be completed in his 
daysj yet it could not but give him fome uneaffnefs to rc*^ 
fled, that the endspf a vaft and ftouiifhing empire was ap* 
preaching. He told il\e Spaniards^ that notwithftanding the 
advices he had conftantly received of the viftorics obtained 
by them in Puna and Tumbez^^ anA •oY the fortifications they 
were ereding in his dominion^, he had taken no meafures 
with his council for their expulfion, becaufe he ftilly perfuad- 
ed himfelf that they were the children «f the great«god Plra- 
choca^ and the meffengers of the Pacaihamac^ and hid there* 
fore publifhed it as a law in the fchools of Cuzco, that none 
(hould prefume to take up arms againft them, unlefs he* 
would be guilty of facrilegc, and the groffeft impietjf. He 
defired, however, that the ambaftador would inform him 


how it came to pafs, that while the Spaniards profeiTed that 
their foie intention was to cultivate an alliance, and pro* 
mote peace, they had made fuch dreadful flaughter in th» 
countries through whTch they pafTcd, without^ fo much 
as inforrfling thcmfclves of the difix^/itions of the in<y, and 
impcriaUcourt ? “ But I conceive,^addcd he, that the two 
^ryites, your employersf enjoined you to a& with the ut* 
flii/noft feverity againft us ; wherefore I refign myfelf wholly 
to^our will, only imploring that you Ihew fome compai- 
u to my l^ubjeSs, wive^and relations, 

^icVnies aftedt me more deepfjrlhan mj^own.” /^l!cfc*twtr — ^ 
-If wnts arc extremely diflFcrcnt ; yet they may /c jecoil^iled, 
edWM U fcflfc that their feheme ^as defigneJ to blind \he 
conceal the ftracagc^^rmedfto kizc them 
ilurijJJjSfct we muft coifiiderit little Wtraotdinaiy, 

sifrii# i I 

^ Dec. ni. Iib< viil. c.|.* I 
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|noul4 Be fa deeply with 

tbey knew to be perfidj^^us. According to Gmikji^ iht^ 
filed tear», groan^ and ^S^^ed piteoufiy, and |[ave cheaqK* 
jelves up to dcfpair, with iuch appearances a$ could not be 
counterfeit. Indeed the inca himrclfi if we may credit 
thi^ hittorian, was fo ftronaly impreflcjliwith the prophecy 
mentioned, tliat he neglefied all rtSans of .efiflance, re*» 
garded the Spaniards as the mcfTen^ra of heaven, and pre^* 
pared his mind for an entiie refij^Uon. The fadt proba«» 
bly is, .that neither the Spaniarddnor Pettwiems rightly un- 


: of the ignorance of the 
JPuna^ almoft entirely un- 


derftood each other, upon accou 
interpreter, who was a native o\ 
learned in the Spanijh^ and but imperfedily ^quainted with 
the language Ipok*^ at the inca^s coyrt, which was very dif- 
ferent from the provincial dialedl In one thing both writers 
agree, that the ipca told the ambafTadors he would vifit Pi- 
%arro in Ca^camakoy but that he h^ped it would give no um- 
brage if he (hould be attended by his arlBy, as was cuftom- 
ary in the country when the emperor^ravelled. 

As foon as \he dawn appeared, great fires were feen 
lighted in the Peruvian camp, and every thing was perceived 
to be in motion, which gave the alarm to Pizarroy as he had 
no great confidence in the fair words given to the ambaflador^* 
He dreu^ the Spaniards up in order of battle, in a great 
fquare, and firmly waited the approach of tlie inca, who 
avas four hours inarching three leagues, thediftance between 
the town and the camp. He was carried in a golden litter 
of rich workmanfiiip, fupported upon the fhoulders of In- 
dians of the firft diftinSion, and attended by a body of 
twelve tboufand Orejans^ or noblemen, who had arms con- 
cealed unde^ coats of mail of palm-leaves, contrived to 
ward ofF the edge of the •fwords. Befides this 

guard, thefe followed an army of (eventy*five thouf^d men, 
actendAl by near thirry thoufand fervants, women and chil- 
dren. AH the Indians wme richly drefled, and adorft^ with^ 
plates of gold and filver, and grlat abundance of pr^itiws 
floncs. rizarro obferved ^hem at a difiance j and the^glit^ 
teringa ppr^a rance they made, ferved rather to whet his. m- 
Tj,ca{v^ia^rWe any emotions o£«irar. He exhorted his WoV^ 
to be^f goo\ courage, and *fent an Indian to acquaint^l)^^ 
emi^ror, tiiaihe impatiently expeded his arrival ^ If W fpies 
Aidmalapa no othcr«reply, than requefting^'* * “ 
Spaniards woul| kecp'vThtir dogs anc) horfes, whir 
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treachery he entertained were well founded. He communis 
C|ted his featimern to the'chief captains, and a refolution 
was taken ^impro^^he circutnflance to their own advatn** 

^agc, and to place the rbrfc and dogs in ambulh, under prc^ 
tcttcc of complying wm the inca's requeft. OWerving 
that the emperor aovv^simed hi? tent in the fields, Pizarro^ 
apprehending left the defin might be to poftpone the inter- 
view until night might wniCh the InMans with an oppor- 
tunity of pradifing fomeCifidious purpofe, fent Aldmoy a 
Spaniard^ to pefeech him ta haften his^march. Atahualapa 
received the meiTenger angrilv, and at firft ordered him 19 be * 
feized and punifoed ; but afterwards foppreffing his refent- 
fnent, he difmifled him CQurteoufly, defirtng him to acquaint 
Pizarroy that he would be with him immediately. This 
incident, more and more, betrayed the defign of the inca, 

^and put the Spaniards on thfir guard. Pi^rro ordered a 
body of mufqueteers to take poft^on an eminence in the 
fquare, and to fire, upon the word of command, among 
the thickeft of the enemy, while the cavalry Verc to fally ^ 
out upon difterent quarters, and to Itcure the j^fles, that 
none of the principal Indians might cfcape. There was 
fometliing uncommonly bold and defperate in the refpiution 
of attacking an army of near a hundred thoufand $ghtin^ ^ 
men, with a party of lefs than a hundred and feventy * 

foldicrs; but the Spaniards knew the genius of the Indians^ • 

their dread of the fire-arms horfes, and dogs, their igno- 
rance of the art of war, and their great difpariy in point of 
courage ; nor were they ftrangers to the ftrong imprefiions 
left upon their minds by the viftoiies obtained Puna and 
Tumbez? * * , 

THH^inca advanced wjlh great lyder and folemnity, amidft 
"“Jund and dm of^arlike inftruoiencs, fending out 
to obferve tlnf^ofture of the enemy, who returned hndtakm 
the jogful intelligence, that' only the general, and fif- pn/oner. 
his cpmpanions, wcjj^ waiting on foot yufthe R^at 
XbU advice roaSered the hsdians foytoW aitdTlte-^ 

;uous, that they poured in without order i/to^ the Iquare, 

' ^ eafily briqg all the Spapards boutftl to ^ 

/ Thisjnea faUoWed4h«il|Mwd,%deaifmghim^ 
in his liwr, exhortiid his people to bewe thcmfelvc# . 
rop^^i/urage and vigilaoeet They Ivere ^preparing 
Mp^irpizarr^t when he tfioo^f it nec|Bkry.to juf^ 


cc 

\% 



witk %ye|i he fent tmr acco^p^i^l^^ 

by the ihlerpreter Thc^friar was admitted to 

prcfenec of theinca, wh<T)^hcld his hahit, diflfc«enttr<^ 
any thing be had before feen* with wonder, afked htot feVh* 
ral queftions about the God-head, the pope, agd the . 
TOi » defired to know why the Spanl^as required that me ^ 
tribute ftiould be paid to Charles^ was ot^inferior qua<»- 
Jity to God the Creator and Fai^r, to God the Son, to 
God the Holy Ghoft, and'to the^pc? He likewifc afted 
the friar, how Jefus Chrijl^ whopvas a GocT, came to'"lofe - ^ 
his life, and hpw he came to Ve informed of all the parti- 
culars which he mentioned in hil fpeech concerning the Di- 
vinities of the I'riijity ? To this the friar i^eplied, that he 
les^rned all thefe things from the book be held in his hand, 
which was a breviary. Aialmalapa defired to fee the book ; 
he took it in his hand, put it to his ear, ^nd not hearing it 
fpeak> flung it upon the ground, as if he imagined the friar 
wanted to impoie on his underftanding. ‘‘ You believe, 

** faid he, that Chr 'iji is God, and that he died : I adore the 
** fun and moon, which are immurtaL I owe no tribute to 
any mortal prince, and know none fuperior to myfelF* I 
‘‘ Ihould be |lad to be a friend to the monarch who has fufE* 
dently ^iiplayed his power, by fending armies to fuch 
diftanU countries ; but I difdain being vafTal to any, but 
the gods. I know of no duty I owe the pope, nor can I 
fee what right he has to difpofc of my kingdom. As to 
changing my religion, it would be equally foolifh and 
“ impious in me to abjure the doilrine received by my an- 
ceftors, until you have conviheej me that it is falfe, and 
that your^ which you would have me adopt in its ftead, 

^ is true.” 

With this anfwer the friar returned, not chufing to at- 
tempt <;;onvincing the mind of tbe^inca by rcafoning, when 
he knew that more powerful argunlmts were prepariirg. He 
was no fooncr returned, than ^ 'jrro gave the 
executing his orders. The mufqueteli s. began a motf ^ 

ble fire, while the cavalry rallied out from difibrent quavers, 
and the afrighted fnSans. At the fame 

, preflted on with, their cjSls-bows, pikes, ';gy5id fw<^(|f wV 
making daughter of a confufed multitude, fpKi 

werfe entirely mfconcertcd by the fuddennefs of him. 

the unufual^nolb of ti)«^uquetl?y,,,tbe vigour of tn^f^erous 
death of t/ieir companions, the fury o^f th^ 
and a niethod o& l^hting, to which 

M| an tinfe/ P$mrro^ fenfible that thei whom ^ || 


“hCtefet Viib Wvikkp^6d\y 
n^4befi of tbe^ Ortjans wtfiiflfejg i Wt thdr Jilafee vfas tift- 
4s6ittte41y filled up by others ; infomuch^ l^t Spanmdl 
mUft baVe rcHnquilhed their defign of feiaing the uiottarch^ 
through mt^e fatigi^ had not Mrguily 2 L^xcio\^p Ibl^ier, 
pierced jhrqilgh the^^dle of the guard, laid bold of the 
*Iitter, and made way^r Pkarroy and feme other foldiers, 
who immediately lai^Vands \Ji^ti At(ihualapay Xrftsii^ttitA 
the^arriage,^nq took hip piifoncK The confternation of 
the /F7^if<7wj was inexprclll|le upon ihis event ; they endea- 
voured to cfcapc at the o^cts of the fquare, and there met 
the fate they endeavoured to avoid. Several thonfands were 
fiain, or trampled down, dhd a multitude periibed amidft 
the ruins of a wall that funkaunder their weight At lift a 
heavy fliower of rain put a flop to the carnage, and obliged 
Spaniards^ quite fpetft with% flaying, to look for Ihclter, 
carrying with them the inca in triumph, whom they juftly 
^efteemed ample fecurity for their future fuccefs. Atahualapa 
was conveyed to his quarters, put under a fifong guard, and, 
as Gomara alledgcs, loaded with irons, which were taken off 
next morning by order of Pizarro. 'J'he bootywvas colle£led, 
and it appeared immenfe. The veffels jn gold andjilvcf found 
in the inca’s tent were incredibly rich, one of yrefe idone 
being reputed worth a hundred thbufand ducats. Befides 
tlicfc, a prodigious number of ornaments in gold, filver, and 
jewels, were taken from^the dead ^ and one would imagine 
that the whole wealth of Peru had been coliefled only to re- 
ward the valour of the conquerors. Above five hundred wo- 
men, belonging to the emperor and his principal attendants, 
furrendcred to Pizarro^ .and were kindly treaftd. Many pf 
them were of the blobd-royal, others were prime favourites 
of the emperor, and a f|w vclials taken from Aie temple of 
I fuccefs of the imperial aPms, and 
fjpiiardi. • 

inftgined that ^Atahualapa was ilain ; 
was only takqp prifoner, above five thou- 
Cauamaka^ to attend him JjouJhis con- 


fum to pray for thf 
deKrufbion of the ^ 
firfi, ^e Imlig 
finding tffl 
returned to 

jent> md bear a fhave^his affli£iton. Mo(hing'^uId 
Oiiii HRtving^ban the fidelity and SfFedHon they f^cpreilKid" 
hiaoctafion to tfcdr fovereign, which' convinced tl^ Spa^ 
could not be too vtgil ^^ as ^bing would be 
'^ed by his fuUe£t> to pfbciBe his USerty. As to the 
LI Ytumravi^ he made the neft of his way 

r^,faSlTytng off above three ttaoufarp loads of tfea- 

1 1 fore. 
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Tin inca 
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ranfom. 


rte ercdcd a |»^le 
ed jrl^tlic moft defpolk a^hora*]^ ^ the fatx^e tteie^m; 
otberj^ eo^antly attended We pcrfon ojf the unhapM 
dned 4i{> his tear8» and^ bjr their hdel% and attachmi^^/ 
broke the poignancy of hie griefs and poured oomfort into^ 
hie iiroundcd Worn ) to which Pixarr^ontrihev^d all that 
lay in his power. He not only gav^rders to the S^niards 
to treat him with the utino|t'.refpe£lyr but fufitred hjs wptpfn.. 
and attendants to have fiwjccefs t^hts apartments. In the * 
end he, gained fo much upon jkahialapa^ who, at was 
fullen and dcjc£lcd, that he feeii(7d ipmewhat reeoncilcd to. 
his fituation, and condclcended to’-enter upon ^vers conver- 
fations with the Spani^ general, who feized that opportunity 
of difclofing to him more fully tjbe purport of his expedition- 
Atbough we mentioned the deieat of the inca, Hmfiar^ in 
the preceding pages, it was not |il) jhis time that Atahu^thpfi 
received the news^of his imprjfonrncnt. When it was told, 
him hefmiled, and faid it .^as extraordinary to be a conque*-. 
ror and a prifoncj in the jfamc, inftant. Obferving that the! 
Spaniards were extremely covetous of gold and filver, Jta-* 
hunlapa Judged that his metal was the key to his liberty, and 
accordingly made propofals of a prodigious ranfom. It 
is reported/ that he offered as many veffets-of gold and filycr 
as would fill the apartments in which he was confined, up, 
tqa certain line he had drawn upon the wall, as high as he, 
Oould reach, amounting, according to Herrera^ to upwards 
of ten thoufand bars, oefides jewels, and precious ilones, 
of ineftimahle value. He fent for great quantities to the ad^ 
jacent provinces j but not being able to fulfil his promife, 
the Spaniards iT^urmuted, alledging that he bad fonie rmificr 
intention in this delay. The inca cxcu fed himfelf, 1)y al- 


(A) Thymiravif or as Gar- 
dlajo calls him, Kun:mniin(if 
had the bulk of the ^rmy at 
command, and, under pretence 
of revenging the caaie of his 
vereign, actually afptring- 
zmpt^iA diadem. He 
Immediately feizbd oponlili the 
fems and kindeed^of Jtabmt/a* 
pa, under pretext, of fecaring^ 
them agamft fh*e viD)€nce*ifl^e'< 
Spaniards. Jtlc fcji^n idterwardt 
put them to deathl! parucnl|4'ly 


a brother bf the Inca’s^ yrfio 
had v^^tored tocommjfrt^itdtbe 
ms^lo^nc$ of the empire- ^ 
mamtainvf a co’^r if 
which was Uu^afylmii ^^11 
defpefadoesj, robbe/t,**miy;Df 
iftt; ':.nd outlaws^ whomt 
lifted and 

was reunite it was theif^ h 
reft lo J^e tbe gpem^^ 
veriep. bape| 
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Cli^^ whom he would fub^efts tp c^iTdli^ wJm 

and treat with the utmoft ktndnefs'; affirt^hiiig^ t^at 
ifiejr had nothing to fear during his impriibnment* ^ This 
offer was embraced, PJzarro not chufing to (feiiffifc 
• ^ope, tht^^treafure it'ight be deftroyed.' In cohlcij[Ocncey 
Hernando de Soto^ ani Pwo del Mara, were appointed to go 
to Cnzco, while Hefnan^Pizanm undertook to give an ac- 
coirtJt of the health contjmed in Pacacamec, and other pro- 
vinces fpecified by the incA where his treafures were depp-’ 
fited. Before their departu^, the inca ordered proclamation 
to be made ^.roughout his dominions, that the Spaniards 
ihould be hofpitably received wherevlr they went, and 
Ihewn every thing they defirefU ^ 

Futt of cxpc&ation of great wealth, and confident of ^ 
of fafety, under protcfliolh of me inca, the Spaniards fet 
but upon their journey,^ a kind of Jitter, which the Peru-i 
^ians call Huaniu and KSkpa, (hlJ^orted On the flioulders of 
twenty Indians, who werd relidved by 6theri(? polled at cer- 
tain diftancesi. Soto and Banc6 were the firft who beg^n their 
journcy'J direfting their courfe to Ci^zco. Th^y tnet with 
the moft profound rcfpc£k from the natives, whfii nbt only 
honoured the inca’s paffport and commands, but regarded the 
Spaniards as the meifengers and minifters pf feme powerful 
divinity, who had, for certain purpofes, brought afflidijc n tip-® 
on their fovereign. Miny facrificed to them, and others loaded 
them with rich prefents, to appeafe their refentment, and 
expiate the crimes they had ignorantly committed againft 
heaven. There were feme who regarded Soto and Barco as 
inferior deities, of a malicious cruel nature, ft be fatisfietj 
only with gold and filler, of which they made^ liberal of- 
ferings. sNot long after aheir depaiture, Hernando Pizarro 
began Ijjs journey to Pmacamec, in the temple which 
place the inca affirmed tn^e wcrc^mmenfc trcafurcs. On 
thfMLmer wjah^e^of the inca’s brothers, attended 
jrtVhundrcoWr/nrf/fl^^ load-d with plate for the pay- 
^ thetanfom, amounting to upwards of a million of 
_ l*he naiHe^trrthis prince was ^^tlifcijma ; 

ie hat^dtfl^d the foares laid for him ffy the perfidious Tm* 
enirnvi, artd had ufdd his uttnoft influence wi»h Ihe Caracas 
a fufficienc price fot ihoinca’s libert y, for whom he 
moft tender fraternal nim the firft in- 

v'as Received at Caxamalcfl, of the* revolt of the 
nomcaftiits could be# taken i for puniftitit^ 

\ Jiis 








juk tmcim^t wuitil Jiahstakf^ wai fet ar litetjr. %)ia 

109B dfOfxtf in bopia that the ^etutn of froWV 

Cum^ and the other places might proiIlh£'%^ 

favourable crifis. ^ 

PJZJRRO having reached the temple pf Pacacamc^ wbero^ 
he few every thing correfpondtng to the inca’s relation, re^ 
turned after a fatiguing journey, with ,a goodnJeal of trea* 
fui%, and one of the inca's generah^^" 
ifvho had been aflembling troops to attempt the redSVery or 
his prince, but had yielded to the wrponftrances pf PizarrQn 
Hernando was fo bold, as to go awndeej only^y an interpre- 
ter, into the midft of the Indian/tfimp, and, by the force of 
eloquence and argument, picviMed upon the general to at- 
tend him to Pacacamec^ to dil^ifs his trofps, to fubrnit 
quietly to the fateaof his ro\'t*rcign, and to repair to the 
place of his confinement, to endeavour, with the reft of his 
friends, to alleviate his miimrtunes, until the ranfpm was 
paid. On their journey, I^rnandt Seto^ and his fellow tra- 
veller Barco^ touched at Sahfa^ where the inc i Huafear was 
detained prifoncr by the officers \ii Atahualapa. Curiofity 
made them defirous ot ;vifiting this prince, and the Indians 
readily gratified their requeft, upon examining their paiTport. 
Little, how€;yer, could be made out at the interview, for 
want of jm interpreter. The Spaniards had juft learned 
enough of the langulge, to make themfcives barely intelli- 
gible in Common affairs, with the help of figns, but they 
jound it impolSble to condu^l a political negotiation. The 
royal prifoncr, however, being ^^giv( n underftand that 
they were his brother’s conquerors that they profeffed rc- 
dreffing injuries, and diftiibuting exad juflice, conceived 
great hopes of being reinftated. He complained of the ty- 
ranny, cruelly, and ufurpation of his brother, who, nor con- 
sent with robbing him of his crown and dominions, was now 
going* to deprive him of life, for which reafon he \iras kept 
in clofeconfinemcnt. He conjure? them not to leave him in 
that condition, but to take him y^der their pretdi^jon to 
Caars, where his prefcnce would^’e^Ujually beneficial' i|c 
promifed not only to fulfil the promi(e1ii«c.L oy Atahf^apa^ 
refpefling the ranfbm, but^to pay lot Spaniards ^snuch P 
fuq^ than Ills brother had in Ll^jipwer, as 
treafurj had been concealed during the late war^^uiALdepo- 
filed fecredy in the bands of his faithful vaffals. It was ccr- 
tsupfy unpolitic al the Spaniards to refufe thefe prapofels ; but, 
they feared that attempts might be made to refeue tbelM^e 
out of their hands, when they had no powex^ pcptoSMjti ^ 
and therefore cpntentqd ihemfelves with pronmmgy th^ p%' 

' ^ ' their 


kom Oumt they wpuM cbnd^a Mm _ 

||^^ander^*fBy4fai$ means Huqfcar Mft his lijfet 
mftfllbrds immenfe no account of which could 

ever^afterwards be obtaineqS*M^W^^o’s officers ibon gave 
mk\m notice of Huafcar*$ promifej^ as to the Spaniards } and 
he dreading the confequences, determined to remove ib dan* 
gerous a rivSl out of the way y upon which be immediately 
founded Pi^roj deii.tng, in the moft artful manner^ to 
'Tliow flood afFefiy . He juft told him, that his officers 
had unadvift; dly ki lled Haidar; and finding Pizqrro extremely 
indifierent7tR<55TSltKpriva|^^ orders that he fhould be imme- 
diately ftrangied, which wA|^un6luaIIy executed, while Sofa ' . 

and Barco were at Cuzco ( 

On the arrh^al of xht Spaniards in that city, they were Spa- 
afloniftied at the refpeft and* dderence Vievvn them by niards ^ 
IndimSy of both parties. Thtj.tfriends of Huafeary imagin-y«<//s 
ing that prince was flill livinj^a endeavoured to engage the Cuzco*^ 
ftrangers in his interefl, by thd utmoft civilities, and the ^ 
moft liberal prefents and offerings; thofc of the oppofite 
f^ion put on a fimilaT^P^aviovrj in expedation of pro- 
ofing the relcafe of AtahualapcK The veftais, called Ma^ 
maconasy dedicated to the fun, were ordered to attend upon 
the ftrangers, whom they regarded as the children of that 
luminary. Unfortunately, however, the Spaniards abufed 
the refpe£l (hewn them, laughed at the fimplicity ^of their 
votaries, and thereby incurred their hatred and contempt ; 
a ridiculous weaknefs, which Herrera aferibes to four Spa^ < 
niardsy who attended Soto ;ind Barco on this expedition. 

To their mifeonduL^i, the fame writer attributes the great 
cftufion of blood that enfued.; for had the Spaniards main- 
tained the dignity of their charaftcr, and indulged the na- 
tives in their fiiperftitious veneration, they wouW probably ^ 
have quietly received th%yoke, and fubmitted to the will of 
their conquerors, whom tl^y beheld as the defeendants of 
the great god Firachoca, As Jhe emperor’s chief treafureffwcrc 
lodged in 4 he great.temple, Jpplicaticffi was made to the high 
ifl'ueo^^iat was nec^iTary for Atahuatu-- 
^’s WTOom, granted. Immenfe quanti- 

ties ^gold afid filver were accordingly brought to the Spa^ 

in ner of Hu^ that he wa# bVnt; bat itll agres 
9 u&«*w'«varioufly related, he was pul fo deatji by or- 
Anguftim de Caraie fpeaks as if dcr/>f his brother, after Jie h|^ 
he,m been cut in pieces, and fiftedthe fgili»&ta of Pi^arriT 
his flefe devoured bvhis barba* Apud GarciL Lib. i. cay. 35. 
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* c tk A'fflcrica: 

^ marditViha fet out with it to Caxmalce, 

hundreds of the natives, loaded with x);ff^tao\n 
vafes, qrns, and other utenil]|^W^curiou^ workma^^ ^ 
Pizarro was aftonifted at^iiC^pr^igious wealth that flowed 
in, which greatly furpafled his moft faneuine expe^ationST* 
but not fatisfied, he obtained a grant ^om his prifoner of 
the treafures contained in the temple of Pacacamec^ in the 

i srovince of the tncas, which hi^^ brother "Pbrpando had 
hrveyed. / ^ 

Almwo By this time Pizarro Was joinra by Almarro.^^n hundred 
^ joint Pi- and fifty Spaniardsj and fifty hoTf^s h’bught from Panama^ 
zmo. with great difficulty and dangcj^ Endeavours were ufcd to 
revive their mutual animolitiesV and create jealoufles that 
might have provcd<deftfu 61 :ive to the enterpMl'ej but 

difcovering that his fecretary was in the confpiracy, or- 
dered him to be hanged, anA^r that time quieted the fuf- 
picions entertained, that ho Had olanned an expedition inde- 
• pendent on After rcfrcining his people, he offered 

to attend the general’s thr6" brothers to Pacacamec 5 and ac- 
cordingly fet out upon t^ut jourht^y, being every where wcU 
treated by the natives, though great part of the treafure was "* 
concealed before his arrival. The report of the behaviour 
of the Spaniards at Cuz£0 had fpread itfelf to Pacatamc^ 
which determined the priefis of the temple of the fun to dif- 
appoint^heir avarice, and obftru£t the plundering of fo an- 
^ cient and venerable a temple. It is affirmed, that four hun-^ 

( dred load of plate had been carried away, and concealed in 

fuch a manner that it never efterwards appeared. Not- 


WJthfianding this, iht Spaniards found as much as amounted 
‘ to ninety thoufand pieces of ^ighi, befides feveral pieces of 

rich plate, fiolen and plundered by the foldiers, with which 
® they returned to Caxamalca. 

hin/ijions All the trcafurc being now co!lc<Slcd, and the Inca’s pro- 
umngtbi mifefundluaDy fulfilled, he denpanded his liberty ^according 
Spi- to agreement > but divifions ariflrg among the Spaniards^ the 

siards. execution of their protnife wa*wntirely negleiiell. Their 

bufinefs was to artiafs wealth, "ianbiJittle to*^ 

the fentiments which the natives mightTSS^dtain of imlr 
tegrity and honour. Alma^oh people infiftcd opotj^^riug 
air^the^ acquifitibn; made lino^-the arrival of^the 
in Pirru, ;becau!e they had contributed equalhr^S^^^^cefs 
df the expedition, as if they had been adually^^prefenc. 
‘This, indeed^, % wa§ true of himfelf, but not of. the 

(bldiers he jbad enJifted fubfequent to the imprifbnm^C of 
the inca. Pizarro readily admitted the cljl^m of his wener, 
atid, Co avoid the Gonfequenccs of difputauon, ordel sd iur 
I 



ot Vfiun thoufitnd "ducats ihoufd be ^IlirtbtttM 

IHHlg^ls they appeared fatisfied* 

Agr€|abjt to' the power veKaMimym as lieutenant governoi* 
.^faod generaliffimot he then paifea a decree* otdaining* that 
the king^s fifth Aould be deduced* and the remaindei^ 
of the treafufe be divided in a certain proportion to eads^ 
according tj^ thc merit thaf Ihould be adjudged him by 
"Ms WIMiiBnoer, After mploftng the divide affiftance to 
enable hii^to perform julTke* he then (bared to the 
amojint of fiv\ hundred and twenty eight thoU'S^ 

fand, five hundred piece? af eight, dedu£iihg the king’s 
fifth, and all other incumbr^ces and expcnces. In this di- 
vifion the Spaniards reaped ^e fruits of all their labour, as 
far as riches could afibrd a rctompence;*but the efFe&s djd 
not correspond with their wifliii’s. Wealth is not always 
produdiveof felicity; and itapp^red, on thisoccafion, that 
the prodigious treafures amnlTed i^erved only to diminift the 
enjoyment*of the adventurers, whjii were infinitely more hap^ 
pjj in expcflation, thaTf^j^ldulKenjoymen^ The great 
i^pienty of precious metal diminilhed it^value Ohe half ; thofe 
who imagined themfelves rolling in wealth, were aftoniihed 
to find they, in reality, had but half what they expefted* 
Difappointment begat jealoufy, the parent of difcord; it alfo 
naturally produced avarice, each flriving to acquire a/ortune 
equal to what he firft imagined he enjoyed. Gaming grew 
to an exorbitant height among them, and property was con* 
tinuaily Ihifting from one l^and to another* The tides of 
affluence and indigence brought along with them an infinity 
of vices, which foiled all the authority and influence of the 
commander, and rendered the Spanijh conquerors the moft 
profligate, corrupt, and abandoned fet of mifcrAnts in the 
univerfe. No regard waapaid to the moft facred obl^ations ; 
wealth was the only purfui^ and power the only rule of 
right; nor was Pizarro hin^lf untainted with the gcberal 
depravity.* Atahual^pa^ in tie moft Yrcffing manner, urged 
^he libe^'47*#every particfuJar of which he 

#^had fuEJled7rllfe«cs^^ to lay himfelf under the ftrideft 
ties, tflfe in ^jothing contrary to the intercft of the 

ackoowledge hi£|iVl&a vaflal of the e^pepa. 
a rejgular tribute, to Pccfcvc baotifm, ag 
foon as^s underftanding could be convinced, aifi, at a)^ 
events, to live upon terms of the«ftri£tcft anyty with the%i 
Spamards ; but his rcmonftrances were vaiflT'^and freflii pre* 
texts invent 5 td to prolong his confinement. Upon 
' tbefg delays, fome of his commanders pjopofed attempting 
>bis relcafe, by force Trf arras ; to which he vcr;. prudently 
^ Yz refufdi 



irlc^lifaconfcatt, 

jier not to ha\re recoiufe to vioIeocg|p^»lMth inight 
hti iife, and the total the empire. 

dience to hiio they laid djlo^heir defigns ; but the 
lent which appeared in their countenances excited furpiciol^ 
itvtbe Spamardi^ which were corroborated by the whii^rs of 
the Tmemis^ or Peruvian ilavesi who were grown richj 
haughty, and infolent, during the late confSfei^^^ andjk* 
firous of a change in the Orejms^Jxc nobility. Tliey fprSd 
a variety of reports, the foundatwn*of never be 

traced, though they were rcad/y»hcji€vcd try the Sfanmrds^ 
who wanted an apology for ^eir own perfidious conduft. 
Pizarre doubled the guards, ^d very pro^bly cherilhed 
rumours which h#) could nqt poffibly credit. Jtahualapa 
gi’evv extremely uncafy, and remonftrated with him ; but 
meeting with no fatisfador# anfwer, poured his grievances 
into the bofom of HernandiPizarro^ who had gained his con- 
fidence and afFe&ion. 1^'he whole blame of thefe difturb- 
anccs were charged upon general, ^aliquietriama^ 

who would certainly becniacrificed to the vengeance*?? 
the Spaniards^ bad not Hernando interpofed, and afl&rted his'* 
inocence. < 

It now the fabjeft of great grief and mortification 
to Jtahualapa^ thatlie was going to be deprived of the oniy 
perfon, among the Spaniards^ for whom he had entertained a 
friendftip. The general thought it neceifary to tranfmit an 
account of his fuccefs to the court of Spain^ to remit the 
king's fifth, and thereby infure^;he countenance and protec- 
tion of the emperor and miniftry. His brother was appoint- 
ed to difeharge this commiifidn ; and the inca was no fooner 
informed ff the refolution, than he imagined his ruin was 
determined. He told Hernando his fears, and bewailed him- 
fclf in flic pjoft piteous manner, %ing, that he was 
ocVw deprived of hope, as h^had loft his only, remaining 
friend and confident,^’ In tUs he difeovered his penetra- 
tion, for Hernmdo was departw^ but a 'few days^ when all 
thmJtahualapa had forefeen happ^rd * 

Knowing tbat<adifi 
^fted between <be twd 
heentmfted 

Hernando^ and is^M to have 
giiined the promife of bis.inte- 
by a prefetU of |w^ty 
tboufand (^ocau. .Tkc^weaUli 


(C) With Hernando Pizarro 
near fifty Span^^ retunftsd 
10 Spaij^ wich^immenfe for- 
tunes. jll^agro foJlicited, by 
"letters, that iiynight bc 'con- 
fittuted adelantaTo of certain 
ebunmes beyond thofe afilgned 
to Pizarro, .and eiyirely inde- 
fn his authoriry. 




which they Inooght ip Ppmmr 
I tbefliSfc, 


railed fiich a Ijpirit in i 


bitani 




'di&pntent» of AlmgfVt npH 

tfi^efu£d to be led tb tii« reduAiw df tte'mom* 


mgrtM tn^efu^m be led tb tti« reductucm ef tne ^ 

difficulty fo mighty a potentate as the 

inci^ fe^rtly confined, tblNrW^gpts wnich wotild probably 
fet on foot to procure his releafe, the jealoufy which his 
breach of promife muft excite in the Indiansy and the almoft 
itnpoffibi]it)f of cftablifliing the dominion of the crowtj of Spa- 


*t\iLaJiahgfllapa to dea^? This .he regarded as . 

bSatife it wav^ori^ieiai^t ; it being a maxim of his policy, ^^*^/**^*^* 
to ftick at nothing whiclTcentributcd to his own intereft, the^^^ 
fecurity of his people, and^^he good of the public, however 
contrary to the faith of treaties and engagements. A notion 
that it was eiTential to the aecomplilhnftnt of the conqueft 
of the Peruvian monarchy, w/as the adjusting motive* to 
this bafe aftion, whatever .the Spanijh writers may al- . 
ledge of intrigues carried* on by fiHippo, the interpreter^ in 
confequcnce of a pailion which he entertained for one of the 
Inca’s women. It is improbable that Fillippo 

might be employed as a tool to ^PiaWr^, to flir up thofc dif. 
contents among the Yuaconas^ which we have mentioned ; 
but all the ftories related of the egregious ignoraroe of thege* 

4teral are no way compatible with his*birth or refi4ed policy. 

Garcilajfo alledges, that the inca, who* at firft adorgd him as 
a god, began to fall off from his refpeft, on obferving that 
Pizarro was rough, unpolilhed, ignorant, and void of ho-* 
nour. The fame writer qj)fcrvcs, that Atohualapa admiring 
nothing fo much as the faculty of conveying ideas by writing, 
one day refolved to make experiment of the reality of the 
pretended art, defired a Spanijh foldier to write the word 
God upon his thumb-nail, which he had heaifl them often 
repeat; then calling another foldier, be defired to know 
what thqfe characters meant, and was anfwered God. He 
called a third, and rcceiM the fame anfwer; and^t laft 
pu uing !he quefiion to thy eeneral^ Pizarro replied he could 
not^WhruBiS^h if^^Vferred he Could not read, and 
affcr& that nfr^v’>^catly in the inca’s opinion, for fhew- 
ine It^^felf inferior, in point of knowledge, to the common 
Infmuatjons arfr^likswife given^as if this cirpiip- 
widen the breach betvSen the emperor and 
the c^mander, and hurry on the trafical of the 

• 

bitMtsof thatpltce, thititijas ftom feeLiu]; their fortunet is 
with^ difficulty the govetnor Peru. Gardl. Idb. i. Her. 
j^nU reftraia the whole colony Dec. iii. lib. viii. cap. 5. 

Y 3 * fornaer. 


pidtrta* 

theroHfy 


%rmer» Pizarr^ was ptqudi to obferve the ill 

which he was held by a barbarian $ dPmlrai& bd ^ : 

now removed, lince the departti£|^|Mi$ brother, 
nuoufly vindicated the incjjipn^all occafions, cawed ^ for- 
mal procefs to be drawn np againft him, conAfting of fevo» 
ral articles, many of which were truly abfurd and ridiculous. 
Tjuat being a baftard, without any right to the ^imperial dia- 
dem, he had ordered his brother, and legitim ^ fo vcreign, 
t Hunfcar^ to be put to death, aqd feized hismli¥*rmim8r 
That he had given orders, for this Uajbarous m^gr fince bis. 
own imprifonment by the Spaniard^, an ilor 

later. That he not only allowed, *tfut commanded, the fa- 
orifices of men, women, and children. That he had raifed 
unjufi; wars, and occafioned much blood-(b:d and cruelty. 
That he had ]evied«^taxe$ and tii;:ibutes fince the arrival of the 


Spaniarih in Prru^ and confUmed and embezzled the public 
treafure, which now became the property of the conquerors. 
Laftly, that he had endeavoured <to ftir up factions and re- 
bellions againfi the Spaniards. From hence it appears that 
Pizarro was refolved, rid himfelf of the ii^^ 

ca i tor c'fc wcr.ild he rv^r have ftrained fo hard to find fui^ 


ficient giound of impeachment. 

To all tbefs charges the inca pleaded not guilty. With 
refpeft to^ihe death of ’*his brother, he jullly allcdged that thfi. 
Spaniards coujd take ho legal cognizance of the fafl. With 
regaid to the taxes which he had ievied, and the wars he had 
^carried on, they were nothing to the Spaniards \ and as to 
the confpiracy mentioned in the impeachment, it was 
utterly faife and groundlefs. fie called heaven and earth 
to witnefs the integrity with which he had difeharged 
his engagements, and the perfidy of his accufers; and 
deiired he nUght be fent over to Spain to take his trial bc- 
"fore the emperor ; but little regard |vas paid to his remon- 
ftrances. Tie exclaimed, he reafoned, he intreated in vain ; 
Pizarrs} proceeded cut of form tij examine fham evidences, 
and after a full bearing, Alma^o and he occu^^ying the 
bench, condemned*’him to be bvm«»^iving ' 
the hands of the friar Vincenii and 

confirmed. It is allcdged that the friar ufed cv^ry arki||^ent 
w^h the inca to ceni^cu bins., to sJjriftianity ; iind thX 
lalt prevailed, ormfiitring him that he Ihould 
changed f\om bbrning to ftrangling, which thcMhappy 
^$ice now'licgarded as an extraordinary favour. In all 
Plher refpe6i$ tn^ -fentence was rigoroully executed, and the 
inca yielded up his laft breath wim that refolution, firgi|icfs, 
fod horoifm, which would have done honour to a more c]^ 

yilieed 



and i 


fh A«IW^ 

l^ince, and legitimate foveretgn. Pimm did onltm|r 
ntnAs&t farther than the grave ; he now treated with 


Hllliiiuoft honouHi^royal corpfe, went into mourningt 
and fai^ it interred folemn magnificence ; but 

Toon found how dcteftabic ^•^►a£Fion rendered him to the 


natives. As there appeared no neceffity to keep the death of 
the inca fecret, it foon fpread into the remoteft parts of the Con/g^ 
empire. Moll hideous ciies were firft fet up by his wotnen 
pioceffion pafled ; many offered to bury them- 
fcivcs with him, which being refufed, they hanged them* 
out vexation,* Their afflifiion commu- 

nfeated itfelf, nke aT&iBtagcous diftemper, to all who refided 
near them; the whole town of Caxamalca was filled with la- 


mentations, gnd the mel.mcholy feene extended itfelf oier 
the piovinces, then to and ;|flterwatds to all the 

countries that acknowledge^ t! e fovereignty of Atahuaypa. 
His perfonal merit had gained liim powerful alliances, and 
his misfortunes could npt fail to move p'ty. Friends and 
enemies joined in accufing the Spaniards of treachery and in- 
humanity, The amlH'iion ^ T.Jthe deccafed prii.ee, with all 
us fatal conlequenccs, 5S?crc^/o.^ gt, and nothing now was 
pref nt to the imagination of his people but his virtues, 
which they exaggerated, as if to aggravate the crime of his 
Jjarbarous murderers. Loads of gold that were coming to 
Caxamalca^ by order of Atahualapa^ were now bought back 
to Cuxcoy and the lofs of the treafure was the firH unfortu- 


nate conftquence which the Spaniards perceived to flow from 
their late unjuft and iniquitous meafures. The two fac^ 
tions of Indians united ^ainft Pizarro^ and many *of the 
Spaniards not only exclaimed agaiiift the death of the inca as 
a bafe infradion of the la^s of nations, and a violation of 
the Spanijh honour \ but they would even have proce^-ded to 
open mutiny, had not the impending danger uiiited them fgr 
their common fafety. * At Cuzlo^ the friends of jhe late em- 
peror HuaJ<.ar immediatdy proclaimed Manco Capac^ the Ic- Manco 
gitimaW brother of the l^^e inca, and determined to fupport Capac 

the laft drop^jif their blood ^gainft the machina- predaimed 
tioi^?^ anT the Spaniaids ; while Pizarro fet up tnca hy the 

Taparpa^ the fon of AiahualapOy caufed him to wear the im- natives* 
fu;*AdiadeTh, to be treated with .^U-iJ^honours due to the 
o^mperor, anffco have all oj^s and {^b!i« bufi- 
ScInP^tched in his name, * It was efl^tiall^neceffary to 
the fuccefs of his defigns to gain pofleffion o^nzeo^ thjea- 
pital, and fupprefs the opponte*fa£iion befo^ it could g^.^r 
(length fufficienc to maiiftai4i the vigorous refolutions taken. 
/^QCQrdiugly he fet out from Caxamalca^ attended by the new 
^ Y A 0 ii>ca, 



thta» ifter hating fpent feven montlts in that 
jnet itith the moft luxurious acctmtn^tmnf^iie @ toa »c: 
being emafculated with cafe and^^UpMnce. Near thff 
of Xa§my advice was broughMC^ an armyof /aittirr ^haci 
occupied the paffcs, and rcfolvcd to difputc Pharroh 
gre6. Advancing a few miles farther, the plain was feen 
covered with armed troops ; a fight extremely formidable to 
l3[it Spaniardsy who fo long enjoyed perfeft tranc^jillity, and 
were now fatigued with the march, and the prod^^feaflHT 
shat had lately fallen. Jbp^gro led the v an ; faej ^proachg) - 
fo near as to hear the enemy's re vil i n way io 
his indignation, attacked them witlfgreat impctuofity, after 
having pafled a rapid river, in defpitc of all their oppolitian* 
Nothing could withAand the Spanijh cavalryej the Indians 
were confounded, bifikcn, and defeated, before the reat came 
to tiofe fighting. They loft great numbers in the flight, 
and left behind a confiderable quantity of gold, and other 
booty. In the fruitful vale of Jiauna was a temple dedi- 
cated to the fun, where the conquerors likewifc found fome 
wealth ; and here Pizarro J^found a.Ci'lony, whicb>^ 

however, was net permadlnt, it being afterwards removed to 
the place where now ftands the city Des hs Rfyesy afterwards 
called Lima.,. 

< While^Pjzjw was* thus employed, Ferdinando Soto wa>« 
detached with fixty hbrfe, to make the beft of his way to 
Cuzco, aifd clear the road for the march of the remainder of 
fjie army. Soto had not advanced far, when he received 
*t intelligence, that a confiderable body of the enemy had for- 
tified themfelves at Cavabayo^ to defend that pafs ; and fearing 

' left his ftrength ihould be unequal, he fent notice to Pizarroy 
and deiired that the inca migh^ join him, becaufe the prefence 
and influence of the monarch might poflibly fave the cfTu- 
lion of blood, and obtain the ends of, a vidory without the 
hazard $ bilft Taparpa fell fick about this time, died, and 
thereby* fruftrated all the expeclitions entertained' by the 
Spaniards of bringing thcijndiansy\hy means of theh friend 
the inca, to acknowledge their 

celBty of having recourfe to arms. forced to 

place his dependence on his own valour; the,/wdSftf»i had 
cut^fjown a bridge oni^r kif exceeding rapid river that dmd/rtl 
tbem fronfl tht Sfp^niards but SotOy without 
violence or\^e fti^am, plunged in with his horfe, ma^'e the 
ogpbfite bante^^put the emmy in confternation, defeated 
iJiem without ftl iking a blow, and performed what has never 
been fincc attempted, the fordi^rg a river which had alw^y* 
been deemed impaftable, and without the Ipfs of a Angle 

horfe, 


(bldier* The enemy flyings to h# 

jUgid^d \nt pur^y notwithftafidifig he had reoeived ^ 
advance would be fojly and 

cowji^m to adhere fo lite/W^^fo orders, as to negledi fciz^ 
^iag^the opportunity of an import^t advantage, which could 
not poflibly be forefeen when the orders were ilToed. Accord*- 
itigly he continued his march along the great road of Chtna^ 
h^fo to the mountain of Bilcacmga^ feven leagues from 
"SJfVhKrtf tSc Indians determined to fortify a diflfcult pafs, to 
i^^^its ^d trenches, and fill them with flakes, to iacon>^ 
m&ft the hoiT^s, they refolvcd to make their laft ef- 

fort ; great abundancS^of provifion was brought, the army 
was augmented, fome alledge the new inca was prefent, and 
every meafui% taken that could defeat the intention the 
Spaniards had of feizing the capital. • They faid it was 
ihameful to AifFer themrelvaa to be driven like a flock of 
iheep before fixty flrangers, whofe chief dependence was^ 
founded on the puffllanimity of their enemies. The prefect 
opportunity was favourable, and they ought to flrike the 
kiow^ whera^hfi Sp^ntp^^tix: r^ould not adl on account of 
the ruggednefs of the country.*' 6c.W could tave no reliance 
upon affiftance from Pizarroy who was employed in reducing 
the Yuanas and Yayn^ and fettling thu new colony. He, 
•therefore, repofed his whole hopes cm vigour, and the pofli- i 
bility of repolfing the Indian army bSforc it could be rein- 
forced. As he advanced, however, it was pcrc8ivcd that 
the enemy were exceedingly numerous. The whole face of 
the mountain was covered with their forces, and unexpedled 
difficulties occurred with tefpert to the danger of the paft. 
The Indians began to pour.in their daits^nd arrows upon 
the Spaniards with more refoltition and regularity than they 
were accuftomed to obferve, which produced murmurings 
and difeontents amot^ the foldiers. Upon this Soto toM 
his peoijle, that it was now necefTary to conquer (9r die. The 
numbers of the enemy <4it off all poffibility of retreating, 
V^ouifbeing expofed to difgracc, and the moft imminent 
if they brff;atcd a moment, the fame diffi- 
culty would^^ i'fthcir advancing, new levies being con- 
tinually joinipg the inca. One vidlory more, he faid, would 
remote every obflacle, jpd the fillfPPsulour which had^hi- 
Ntllil^nrove^ invincible, would now liMwife be Tucclfslui, 
if th^ would exert it as became Spani^ds.^l^h fpeech 
jave new life and Vigour to the troops, advai|ped 

[mith great refolution up^the hill, amidff ihewers of thfe 
mkrafs weapons, and reachikg the narrow pafs, they formed 

‘ " tht Indians^ 

made 


themfclvcs two cut their mj through 



di^trent 
fro voices. 


%)acfe dreadful ilaaghter, and at laft reached the 
the mountain, in defpite of all refiftanc^ Fit^fol<^ri aorf; 
two horfes were killed in this eleven 

fourteen horfes wounded :Jj«<^?ver, the joy of wbfainrng 
a viftory rendered this lots of lefs coniideration. It is 
bable that Soto muft have encountered the fame dangers 
next morning, had not Almagro feafonably arrived with a re- 
inforcement, which fo dilpirited the Indians^ that tjiey dropped 
their intention of renewing the engagement, 
the Spaniards to proceed unmoleftcd. 

PIZARRO had detached Gabriel deJCojas with a par^t^to 
PacacamOf about the fame time that Soto began his march 
for Cuzco. This officer was met on the road by the Peru^ 
vian general ^izquaz \ and twelve thoulatid mtn, who 
had determined upi^n revengiug the death of the inca Ata- 
Sewal hsdilapa, Herrera and moft ofrthe Spanijh writers relate, that 
expeditions 2l battle was fought, which terminated to the advantage of 
made by Rojas but Garcikjh affiims, thrf.t ^izquaz receiving in*- 
the, Spa.- tclligence of the approach of the Spaniards^ in a carclefe 
manner placed a great numffe^f troops j^toifnbulh in the 
* woods and rooks, an<i*fanging his army in a fcmiciiclc, in ^ 
a narrow pafs through which the Spaniards rnuft proceed, 
attacked them with great fury, and at the firft onfet wound- 
ed four ioldiers in thc^rear, and killed twelve auxiliary 
dians. When the hdrfc advanced, ^izquaz retreated /low- 
ly among the rocks, where part of his troops were concealed, 
^-and by this means drew the Spaniards into his fnare. The 
cavalry purfued, and were fuddenly attacked by the Indians 
in ambulcade. Here the flaughtet began, feventeen Spaniards 
vftTt killed, feveral were wounded, and feven fell into the 
hands of the enemy. A multitude of the auxiliary Indiam 
lay bleeding on the field, and the vidtory was complete in 
Yavour of ^izquaz although it is,difputcd by the Spanijh 
writers. Garcilajfo fpeaks, as if PizarrohzA been prefent in 
this buttle ; and he affirms, that the Spanijh wounded and 
prifoners were treated with the greateft hutnanit)^ by the 
/«i/fl;«,whofe general accepted pg&ce notwithftajjdiiigsHs^iC- • 
tory. One they put to death, upon irfftiop^^i^n^that he was ^ 
deeply concerned in the death of the inca Atahualapa^ and 
had actually drawn ddc procef^ again/): the monarch, ^al- 
though inis account was in reality falfe. It^as 
the poIicy\f nd diligence of the Spanijh prifoners thata peace 
ncgotialeJ’. They fo^ained upon the afFe£lions of the 
^Indiausy and pirs^erfully reprefented the madnefs of oppo$n^ 

^ 

^ Hsrreka. HSascilassp, Ub. ii, cap. $. 

^ Pi%arro^ 



lisul more than balf ibe ompiitelA Mtitiim 
difnuffed them with rich prefents of figned 

with thei^«^ the reprefentatives of the generalf 
in\ eiAiorted them to pro^%hi8 ratiEcation of the treaty ; 

terms of which were to th? following puipofe. That 
henceforward all hoftilities fliould ccafe between the Spa^ 
mards and Indians, That the Spaniards (bouM not deprive 
the new inca of his right, nor oppofe his ele<9ion. That 
* SK^aniards (liould fet all the Inmans at liberty whom they 
^jield in ^hains, and that henceforward no Indian fhould be 
JmpfTfoncd w^j^illing to* enter into the Spani^ fer- 
vice. That all thellhvs made by the former incas, which 
were not prejudicial to the pretenftons of the Spaniards^ Ihould 
remain in foace ; and that the governor DonFrancifeo Pizarra 
Ihould fend this treaty to the court of Spaint to be ratihed by 
the emperor. • • 

The new colony at St. Miguel was left under the direc- 
tion of Sebajiian dt Bel^aazar. Since the departure of ‘P/- 
zarro^ it was powerfully reinforced by a great number of Spa- 
niards^ thaWflB^^ejj/ftom /iuncma^ upon the report of the 
immenfe riches acquired by the adventurers. Belakazar^ 
who was of a warlike, enterpriling fpirit, thought to profit 
by his ftrength, enlarge his ftockof riches by new conquefts, 

■ ■awid. riiial the power of the other commanders, Py ftriking 
fome blow equally important and hnexpeded* He con-galalca- 
trived matters with fuch addrefs, that the council propofed 7 . 2 ,x\expe-» 
he ihould march with a body of forces to where 

was reported Jtahualapa, and the preceding inca, had trea-Q^Jto.^ 
fared up much wealth, fie was not long in obeying the or- 
ders of the magiftrates. leaving alTembled a corps of an 
hundred and forty hoife and foot well armed, he marched 
fo Carraebabamboy one of the interior mountainous pro- 
'Mces, and, before hg reached Zeropaltay fuiFered incredible 
h^lhips. The news of his progrefs foon reached ^ito ; 
upon which it is fuppofed that the Indians concealed a pro- 
^iou^quantity of gold and filmier, in order to difappoint 
whofe avaf^ce they dettfted. I'hey alfo af- 
fembkd forcte^ rn oppofe them, under the condufl of Tiuru- 
minaviy whj^ reprefeuted to them the danger that threatened 
their liberty, lives, and moper^. thing done bj^this 

ilQg^al was^ to difpatcn a body of to v/at(?h th^ ftio- 
tions ^of the Spaniardsy in the neighbou^ood Jf Zer&palta* 

Without knowing any thing ofr this detach«is^t, Bi/ajjg^iiir 
yjsM$ advancing with thirty hqrfe iowduds^^omahami^y 
/^ejndim party on the* r^, and by his prefenc , with 
the terror which his h^rfe iiUpired^ defeated their defigns, 



rti^e ^di gmrt 

ifiil^ arihy. ^ 

WftrLB the Spmifi commzni^u^/firi&i ^tTmaiaMKlH^ 
itcbiv^ ah embal^ from ^hMtmbirahts of the pmt|:^cea 
called C&nariesj dehritig an alliance with the Spmiards^^ 
otder to revenge the cruelties committed by the friends of 
in their country^ during the late civil commo*- 
tions. Their requeft was rcaddy granted, zni^Belal a^car 
tnthorted th'ehi to raife forces immediately to affift in thtflTf- 
figns formed upon ^ito. poweveri before any cfFc^ could, 
be expedited from this confederacy, adyjce of the dcfeJTof 
their detachment arrived at ^ito^ ti^ere it produced the 
ftrongeft and moft ardent thirit of revenge. It was imme^ 
diately refolved to raife an army of fifty thoufand men, and 
to cnifh the SpaniatJs under the weight of numbers. Be^ 
hlcuzar was no Icfs diligent »ond eager. He detached a 
fmall party of ten horfe, under the condudt oi Ruy% Diaz^ 
to get intelligence, and reconnoitre 'jhc Enemy’s dirpofition. 
This party was foon attacked, and fal rounded by a body of 
Indians placed in ambufh by tix?. gehci^l.^*iu*?nhe Spaniard 
fought with gre;t refoIiKion, and made dreadful carnage; 
but he iruft have funk under the weight of fuperior numbers, 
had not one his foldiers broke through the enemy by an 
extraordina^ effort, and given advice to Belalcaz^r^f iim>' 
danger of J^uyz, Leaving a fmall party for the fecurity of 
his quarters, Belalcazar pofled away to the affiAance of this 
brave officer, whom he found fighting valiantly in the midft 
of heaps of llaughtered Indians, .The enemy were not dif- 
couraged either with their lofg, or the arrival of Belakazar: 
on the contrary, their fury was exalted, they redoubled their 
endeavours, and appeared determined to perifh or to conquer ; 
but fatigue, u length, obliged the combatants to feparatc, 
as if by mutual agreement, the hidhns all the while dta. 
flouncing vengeance, and boafiing that the Spaniards w6uld 
find a different kind of refiftance in their approaches to 
to what they met w4th at Caxamalca, ^ 

In the night Belalc^r took theUtmoft care ^^jismsoOTri^ 
ed, while the enemy employed themfeives dilig^huy in mak- 
ing fuch fortifications as the time allow, and chey 

» it fufficient t^iciifi th€/powp.r of the Spaniards. * Of 
e Spanijh emmander was aware. The^ouragJliA^ 
obftinacy tl!^ ha<ilhev^n the paft day, left him little hope 
j[hoii/u;be able to 5orce their entrenchments: he 
liicrcfiic rcfolv&d to tiy the. offers of policy, and) whMft- 
the darknefs of the night corxealed bis motions, to 
the toad of Chima and Tarb^s. An Indian offered to con- 

^ dua 



fiat f^gty ^ *• 

a hft rpad throt^ wUcb h? ii}i|;lrt Hike 
} wt he fcarce inarched a leag^ iidien he wae 
iVPIhikhefl) and attahlanj jn the rear, by the whole body the 
In^an army. At the fame time, llurumifiaui dispatched fc> 
4|dk‘al thoufand men to occupy t A pafles, and dig pits, which 
he ordered to be covered with grafs, as pafles for the cavalij. 
The action was fuftained in the rear by thirty horfe, whue 
Belalcazar, with the reft of the troops, ftruggled to giin a 
nSlghbouring eminence, which be at laft accookpliftied, after 
^nucludjfticulty, and then fent fuccour to the cavalry in the 
aeSTHere k;Jic bat^ raged for*fome time, until the enemy 
thought that the pit^ ordered to be dug, were finifhed; 
when they drew off, and wheeled, with great velocity, to 
the front. What the confequence of this ftratagem might 
have been, is uncertain, bad it not been difcovered to Bt- 
lakazar by a deferter ; but Jt was now rendered abortive by 
the refolution of the Spamards to quit the road to Riobamba^ 
and make the belt ofAeir way over fome fteep mountains 
leading to ,Wnen the Indians obferved their inten> 

•tion, th . not doubting but the Spaniards 

were protected by fome divinity, who revealed all the ftra> 
tagems contrived againft them. They infilled that their ge- 
nerals would make immediate propofals of peace •, but 2?ar«- 
■W ii' iw t v lal s ui ed to convince them,* that it was bSfter to pe- • 
rilh with their fwords In their hands, than to* become the 
llavilh dependants on an infolent, rapacious eflemy, who 
paid no regard to juftice, innocence, treaties, misfortune, gr 
the moft facred ties of religion and humanity. His e!o> ' 
quence again roufed up ^heir refentment, and they marched 
in purfuit of the Spaniardi, who arrived fafe at the ftately ’ 
palace of Riobamba before they were overtaken. From thence 
they fallied out with thirty horfe upon the Indians^ and drove 
'S|jem back with grgat llaughter ; but they again returded 
u the perfualion of their general, and feemed determined 
to dilbute every inch of the road to ^ito. After refting 
twelve days, Belalcamr refumed his march, and was joined on 
by a body of hfb new allies, the Canaries, who con- 
, gratulated him very cordially on his late vidlories, and alTured 
thfiir enjisaiiours to render the iffue of the expedi- 
tion as 'fortunate as xhe besginfriflgtvThey were averfe to 
%iiM*f)acilic ^ertures ; however, the Spi^^ genbral,*th!tt he 
miht have nothing to reproach himrel^ith,jm cafe of any 
upward incident, made veay equitablcM^^pofals m the 
m^ndians, which were rcjpdled by Tturumnij/Di, whrwlfu nhw 
'fortified on the oppofite bfl|^ of a nver^ over which the Spa- 
niards were to pafs. ^The oq^alry led the way, and cbar|ed 



grcjit inipetiio(fii:y ; the infantry followed, jSye3ll!i^ 
mufketry and crofs-bbws while they ^n^roffing the rij|irij|| 
and, as foon as they touched ibo^flffl in with their fwords 
upon the enemy with irrefillsible fury, and defeated them'a^ 
the firft onfet, making very confiderable flaugbter, and a 
number of prifoners. Here they had likewtfe dyg pits for 
the horfes ; but the Spaniards grown cautious by experience, 
difeovered and eluded the itratagem : yet ftill they wom* 
continually harralled in their march; every thing pro« 
duced freft and obftinate fliirmilhes. Belakazar 
and fhocked with flaughter and bloc^ufhed ; he fenc an 
Indian^ with a crofs in his hand, to make propofals of 
peace, or, at leail, of a ceiTation from holli|^ties, which 
many of the Indians were ready to embrace, had not Yiu-* 
miravi again interpof^l, and by his inflammatory eloquence * 
rcviv^cd the dying fparks of refefitment and vengeance. He 
painted the charader of the Spanif^ds iia the mofl odious 
colours, and declared his fixed refoiM^ion rather to periOi 
than fubmic ; a determination to which acceded^ , 

They honoured their leader with tlie titicT ui atuiidapo^ or 
great lord, and, in the tranfport of their fury, murdered the 
meflfenger. Every mind was bent on oppofing the advances 
of the Spaniards to !^ito ; they made perpetual at^acks ^ an d 
kept Belakaaar in continual anJ hurry, but could 

not prcvern his reaching a pafs in the country of ^ito^ which 
they had foKihed with all the knowledge they pofleiTed in 
tke art of war. Several deep trenches had been dug here, 
and divers little baflions, fllled witV archers, were erected ; 
however, the fame of the immenfe treafures contained in 
the capital of the province fo inflamed the minds of the 
Spanairds, that they pufhed the attack with more than human 
va|our, carried all the works before them at the Aril allauiCr 
drove the eppmy to take fhclter in and from ther.te 

in the mountains. Tiuruminavi perceiving he could not main- 
tain his ground in the city, ufed bis utmoft influence with 
the inhabitants to retire to fhe mountains, and therq 4 i^;M^« 
the firft favourable opportunity of attacking the enemy, lul- 
led in fecurity, and intoxicated with profperity; but tl}j;fib£ 
hundred families havii 3 {{Ti!P^lvcd to rely upun the V jinanity 
of the Spaniards f he Ordered them to ue maflacf«^ and thd^ 
houfes levelbd to ^e^groundf Thus Bilalca%ar got poU 
feflion of theVq^Y, without qppofition, though here he 
p^^^e greace^i refiftance ; but none of the vaft treafurey^ 
of wht^ fame h^d 4pokt' lou*dl;g,wt:re to he found, to tb< 
grievous difappointment of the oldicrs, who now regretted 
all their paft labours. ^tlakJjutr made the ^rifleft enquiry 

^ . amongft . 



flte mtives ; but be could c^iti lib other iiiCeie^ ^ * ' 

mjjM^ztYrurumittavi had concealed it in ibme j^ce tinknown 
HKnem, and that fheat riches were carried o^by the fami- 
liea who retreated to the ruountains. 

time Pedro de Jharado,%nE of the principal otficers p^dro A 
engaged under Cortez in the conqueft of Mexico^ was fe^varado^ 
duced by the report of the inexhauftible wealth of Peru to riw in 
raife an armament for invading that empire, contrary^ to Peru, 
the exprefs privileges granted to Pizarro and Jlmagro, AU 
all the Spanijb fettlements on the continent were aban- 
the inhabitants, who Hocked in crowds to (hare 
in the honour^and profit of Pizarrds enterprife. Alvarado 
with regret beheld himfelf fecond to Cortez in the former 
expedition ; but he hoped to render himfelf equal, or even 
fuperior to Pizarro in the fecQnd ; and tt his own experience 
in the art of war, he joined the ailiftance of fome of4he 
beft officers and approved foldiers of the age. Garcilajfo de 
la Vega^ whofe father aAnded Alvarado upon this occalion,* 
alledges, that he hji^^ommiflion from Charles V. to con- 
quer, all thofe countries on that part of 

thexontinenr, not yet pofTefTed hyi iht Spqfiiards^ and that 
his jurifdiftion was wholly independent on the authority of^ 
^Pizarro and Almagro : this is polfible enough ; but w^tlrre- 
it was contained in the charter^ven to i 
Pizarro. While Aivarad^^ ntet arfd army w?rc getting 
ready, he difpatched Garcias Holguin^ in a fmall vcfftl, to pro- 
cure fome intelligence of the country and coaft» againft 
which be intended the expedition, and alfo of the progrefs 
of the Spaniards ; but H9lguin^ after encountering manifold 
hardihips, could proceed no/arther than Puerto Viejo^ where 
he received fome vague accounts of Pizarro^ the riches he 
had acquired, the immenfe wealth that fiill rqpained ; and 
N^w other general pijees of information, with which he r^ 
turmd to Alvarado^ and whetted the appetite of the mari- 
ners and foldiers for purfuing the enterprife. They now 
emb|rk^d to the number of fevea hundred men, two hun- 
'IWfed and twenty-feven of*whom were borfemen ; and, after 
thirty days failing, arrived at Cape St^ Francis^ in one degree 
cJf iwth htitude^ ^harji do perceiving the crews grew fickly, 

Stid thafllttqlu'n^ perjAed, fuch difeafes as 

would rendci^hem ufeTefs, landed on bay of Cafaghes^ 
haraj^ued his men, nominated all his oii|pers, fifnt^ljc pro- 
^ifu^ by Tea to Puerto Fiejoj aiW proceeded^ui fomet^rfe 
fMantu^ a town in which was ^und a ^ry ricl^|;|i^ty in 
^^lld and filver. Orders wer^iverTto^tfie pilot to fail along 
the coaft of Peru^ to the forite* extremity of Pi%arro'$ go- 
^ ^ vernment, 





^ ifmnmttAi to make ilift necefiar^ oblbrve 

ings and harbours* and kt up marks of having riton forq^^ 

^ poiTeffian. It appears that Alvarado hdtl no defiM 
croacb on Pizairo^s rights i but the exaggi^ratcrT accounts 
which the Indians gave of fbe increcKble wealth of 
inflamed his people, that he was compelled into that exp^i* 
tion, to avoid of being deferted. The hardihips from 
fanfine and fatigue, encountered in this tedious and perilous 
inarch, proved the ruin of his army. Great numbers of 
men and horfes died, and to fuch neceflity were the troops 
reduced, that even the offlcers lived upon the flelElbfHCigs 
and horfes which had perifiied with want. What the Spamjb 
writers relate of his having paflfed over fnowy mountains un« 
der the equator, and lofing fixty of his peophr, who were 
frozen to death, has fo much the air of fable, that we do 
nor chufc to follow them in fo extraordinary a particular. 
Very probably the heavy rains, which fell in thofe countries, 
might have produced a mortality a|^ong> the Spaniards ; and 
wc cannot poffibly deny, although have the liberty of 
doubting, another circumftance in the "^ frount of thj<5 
expedition. It vs affirmed, that Alvarado diredled nis march 
* over a Tandy defart, wholly deftitute of water ; where all his 
people muit infallibly have perilhed, had they not providen- 
tially me^'With large grtves of bamboe 
nary fize, in the joints^of which wasirouha a lufficient quan- 
tity of exdhilent water for the men and horfes. 

^ At this time Pizarro and Almagro were deeply engaged 
in the progrefs of their conqueft, and the news of Alvarado^ 
approach and defignsgave themthb greateft difturbance. A 
body of horfe was immedately detached by Almagro to watch 
his motions ; but this party fell ikito Alvarado* s hands, was 


kindly treated^ and dirmifled. This moderation fuggefted 
the firft idea of comproinifmg differences in fuch a mannr 
that all ibt)uld hrartily unite in the fame defign* Al^gro 
made the propofals, and they were accepted, without hefica- 
He comes Alvarado j who was fenfiblc of the neceffity of per- 

harmor^y among the Spaniards^* which alone could infuie'* 
pj. fuccefe to any of the parties engaged in this arduous enter- 
zarro and An interview was appointed.^d ^hc follqwingjagfc^- 


grtemenf 
nmih Fi- 


AagroT ^ mept figned by thear0tfAfife:i**rs ; nat an'hi^'^Vti^fhoufand 
pefos^'flioCild be p/d to Aharado^ by Pizarro^^ii Almagro, i 
that fn..h Ahamdo*s officers and foluiers as defired tWferve 
uniL'X Pi^^rh^iQ Almagrof^ fhould be provided for as\hcrr 
6wn ac^r<hiig^ to the merit of their fervices } 

Ahmads fhould return to after be had vifued Pizant 

atC&rasw# of which capital tr. had heard themoft extrava* 
i\ y , •* g»nt 



E 'biiiieifte ilk to ireaejr* te whtcn itor|toba ktokreit ^ 
greet ptin^rttalitjF 5 except that Piiwrrr^ ep|»rebto]jP^5»^ 
feeing the immenfe wealth of might ftagger Pizarm ^ 
refolution, fent bim a riWIage, that he wouUi fave ’ 

£mi the trouble of fo tedious a journey, and give him the meet- P®* ^ 

ing in the valley Pacacamec \ for which place he immediately 
fet out, cfcortcd by a body of cavalry. Here he met witfi\^/- 
varado aud Almagro^ to the former of whom he gavethe com- 
mand of all the troops while be remained there, in order to 
ingr*ffja!c himfclf the iftore, and 6y afis of complatfance keep 
Alvarado ftead^ to his agreement. He alfo paid him 20,000 
pefos more than was ftjpulated m the treaty, made him (feve- 
ral valuable f)refcnts of toiquoifes, and other precious ftones, 
and conduced himfclf with/o much jddrefs, that Alvarada 
returned pcrfcflly fatisfied t^ A4extco^ having been fully re- 
compenced for the expences and trouble of the expedition, 
and allured that al^ii^ldiers and officers would be well 
provided for, to their feveral abilities. 

furn to fuivey the proceedings of Pizar- 
ro^ previSw to tfieagrec'menf with Alvarark^ which we were 
obliged to^fer, to prevent interrupting the chain of events 
He had remlined at Caxamaka fince the death^of A^fXSlapaj 
coBifiDlLUiyUkinfelf with fending delachmcnts a more 

i )erfc3 knowleilgP 6PTflF3TB?rent prfivinces. We have re- 
ated the ilFue of thefe expeditions, and the death %f the new 
inca, Taparpa^ fet up by the Spaniards. Pizarro now de- 
termined to follow SciOj with the reft of the forces, ahd pro- 
ceed to Cuzco 'y the totS reduftion of which might 
contribute to reftore tlic tranquillity of Peruy and difpofc the 
natik'es to fpbmiflion. A/nia^ro dicomp^nicd him in this march, * 
and was chiefly inltrumontal in the defeat of an Indian army 
oppofed .their pifgrefs, and gave battle in the vale *of 
Ju^a, On the mountain of Bilca:onga he roomed Sato ; 
and in the month of Oi'hbcr made his public entry,* without 
obftruAion, into the great city of Cuzco ; where, notwitb- 
^Ihinding the immenfe wtalth that bird been calried ofFand 
concealed, he found treafures, beyond the inoft fanguine 


expeftation, in 


l! iilver, call: into bars, veflfeU» and 


ornamcnt!Sv^f¥!wflr^ ^ cs th » ife fo v$^g account of ihf bc- 
faavioi^ of tw SpaniamU at Cttzcoy and of the vaft riches cbey 
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>1^ of tw Spantam'i at Cuzco, and of the vaft 
^ acqi^d. "rheynmmediately fet to|work/n minpptng 
inc gold and lilvcr from the i^Ils wp 

vcfiels of gold and filver c on cca y ja the gbpu^ and 
buried with the dend,. lotolun^^tbe idols, hc^ffes, and 
fortrefs, in which gieat q?^tljfics of the precidba metdl 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVili Z ^ m 


Me gold and lilvcr from the i^Ils 
the vcfiels of gold and filver co ncca y ja the p 
buried with the deed,* ictolu idols, he 


. ictolund^ 1 

^t^^djfics 



wf/r, • , ' ' 

;i7/^Po|j^4k«|i«i>i<|Ww IjiOwwiflwL 

»» « Uej^r«9 itme Jmn# mo tho&bD«i|btto 
X‘ f<V the ranfofli of Jitkwda^. Hqiefver, tb« ( _ 

*'‘'ev;h foldier we* not equal to the former , 

<* caufb their numbers wen now greatly augmented ^ Jfln 
“ vgraio's troops ; nor was the fame of thfa a<^ion fo loh4 
** as the firft» which united the trium|;dk of rjches wi^ 
*‘ tBe imprifonment of a great monarch. A certain Spaniard 
** entered a vault, and found there an entire tomb of pure 
** lilver, of ineftimable value. Others met with ftmilar 
“ fortune in an inferior degree ; for ft was cuflomst} jyith 
the rich men of this country to be buried b this manner 
** in the Helds, and laid in Hate like idols. Nor were the 
Spaniards contented with this prize ; but Hill thirHing 
after more wealthy they fearched, with indefatigable b* 
** duilry, for the treafures o^ Hstajur Capac, and other 
princes of Cuzee ; but they were difappointed in their cdt 
quiries, although they tortured r^everal poor Inmans, to 
** oblige them to dilcover what thcy'l'y^ not know, and the 
“ places where their great men were It isjirobable 

that the Peruvians concealed their riches'ttnftffVS'.iples aua 
t.r 9 mbs, becaufc they could not imagine the Spat^'ards would 
be fo ftrutal, as to rake up the aflies of the dea>', or violate 
the reverdtioe due to the pods; in which they w'^.rs miilaken^ 
Being How in pullbffion oK'!W’''C',pr;-l re UfWfed 
the people^o return to their dwellings. It was by no meanf 
^is intention to drive the people to defpairt left the whole 
1. power of Peru uniting, m-ght inclofe him in Cazre, and, by 
catting off his provifion, reduce li'im to their own terms, 
without hazarding a battle, or giving the Spaniards an op- 
portunity of exerting their fuperior (kill and courage, l^ny 
accepted the invitation; and it is afferted, that the bpa 
hhnfelf made an offer to embrace ebriflianity, and acknown- 
ledge the fewereignty of bis catholic 'majefty, providei^ua't 
neither ahimfelf nor his fubjei^s fhould, for the future, be 
molefted in their perfons^and property. He ente/tained 
thoughts of wiiiting Ph'trro in perfsn, and demanding reftiti;.... 
tion m his k'ingdom, on the preceding conditions ; but he was 
diiluiidcd for this time by the remo iftrances of his council, 
whbjftroi^ly admoniH* jai -ivJin n^t tw'confis^ jifljis-ireachc- 
rouli Sfmiai^s, who had cru^ly piiV* his to death, 

withousit'eg^d to t^e moft folemn engif rementsT SooV^fter, 
howtfer, the'fime projea, and Ipoke tWhis 

ChvncAsev/the fo^vi^s| terms : ** Sons, brethren, and 


k 4Wm 

j|L^ctf ili>ft m$n%tii^ upmtA the 
IPIl^eat nraJnkay who^ at their t^hi^^pte fnto oti 
country, declared their firm refolntfon to jofticc to M 
idhnklnd. I cannot therefore %oubt they wdl admit my 
clatm^ fo confonant to reafon and equity* If they really 
** arc the children of the fun, as our aftceSprs werc^* yjbo 
** brought us truth for a principle, their aSion? will corref- 
pond with their words, and they will 'dertainly not (Jeny 
. “ what jhey fi icmnly engaged to perform- Fpr my part, 
^ I l^dTather truft to the juftirew my caufe, than to the 
“ force of armsi If they aic what they pretend, the mef- 
** fengers ot the god Uscfxifamacy they will dread offending 
him, by d<a^’ng any thing fo uiconiiflent as u jufiicc witii 
** the nature of the divinity •Let us thfrcfoie boldly go to 
** them, armed with the juftiec of our caufe j and fince 
“ believe them robe the offspring of the great deity, truft* 
“ they will z6t agrc%^H^p their high dcicent. Our an- 


«< ccftois neverdci 
*‘^vcn I _ 

i^ill 


le curacas of their hereditary rights, 
y&jlion 5 qan we then i.raginc that the 
5ptfrtw?^SwiIl diveft us of our lawful inherit mce, who 
«* never did tn|m any injury, who, inftead of onpofing thgir-^ 
entrance, aiually refigned every thing \jpor)^iMs^fSm* 

^ ttiyncr j fofjTf we gp 

f* armed, they will fuipect our intentions are hofhle, and 
will make that a pretext for rcfufing our juft demand* 

** Avarice lays hold of the fmallcft opportunity to gsatify % 
that pailion. Inftead of our aimr, let us carry fuch pre- 
*• fents with us, as may fAve to win ^he affediions of co- 
• vetous men, and pacify the, difpleafure of offended gods. 
Let us colkdl all the gold and filver, and precious ftones, 

** i n our power, and by this offering of our v^alth, 

the temptatior^ to injuftice and oppreifion. It is 
“ triieK*Jie ancient power of our kings is fallen / but (hll 
/« Jet us maintain their integrity, honour, and prudtn^c ; 
^n d if this will not picvail with the ftrangeis to fcftore to 
our empire, we may^then abfohrrely conclJdc, that 
the prophecy of the inca, our f thcr and predfceffpr, is 
“ accomplifliei, th^^^ur mona rchy is to be trawflated to 
ftrangerb,'^">a«j|j|^ o^royed, \nd p«t 

** rcligioyabolmcd , pj/t of which grpphfcy we ihai^ al- 
«• rean^een fulfilled, /f the 7^i/t/?^<7;ri7^Aj|^rdered tiifife 
thinp, what have to do but^ fubmp^eritieii^ 

^y pleafe, it becomc^us to 
fon and jufticc,^^ ^ * 

• ■ 



This fpccch, pronounced With gi«at pathos ^nd eneygyj» 

' drew tears from the whole aflemtn^. .They lamente^jf * 
^approaching deftruflion of the empire, but prepared to oWJ^ * 
tKcir prince, and provider every nccclTary for his journey* 
"^heinca When his retinue aud equipage was in readlncfs, he fet out 
)ifus ihe for (^uzcoj with \ great number of vaffals, officers of his 
Spaniards, great lords of his houfhold, anJ other^dependents j 

and Was met Jr; the Spaniards^ who had intimation of his 
de/ien, at fomc diftuicc fiom the city. His courtiers ad- 
vifea that he might be <;95:ried, agreeable to his tKjaity, til 
the ftate-chair, made of pure gold, and weiftr on his tempies 
the coloured wreath : but the jnca faid, that thefe bulges 
of royalty ill-bccame a petitioner; therefore^ he ’ dcfired to 
be conveyed in a bye low litter. He was received and wel- 
ccyned with great reverence by Ptzarroy who caufed him to 
be crowned and invefted in* the cafl'ona, or royal palace, 
with all the formality ufed on-r*for^r occafions in that 
country. A treaty was concluo^X^^^vourable to both par- 
t/Vs, which we need not /pcciiy, as broken, and 

mutually cltfie^arJcd. Thefe pacific hfPffJur^'yft-re tak5n, 
becaufe it was known, that both the foutherwand northern 
Tarne'itb were affcmbling forces, under the ^nerals Tirumi- 

h€ In-v mvimi^Jr^^izqulz ; aqd alfo^ becaufe Pizaife had formed a 

Jians, projcdl ol fettling «oIoniesf^.td . ^':;^PuWl’'Bp8n the 

coart, which he could not execute until the public commo- 
tions were fubfidcd. The latter of thefe generals, incenfed 
at the conceffions made by the inca, and the power affumed 
by a few hundred ftrargers in ths centre of the empire, and 
heart of the capital, aflembled a great army of Mitimm to 
expel them from Peru, and rtcover the ancient liberty of 
the nation, ^ He harangued his people with great vehemence, 
•laid before them the fhameful ufurpation of the SpanirnJm^^-^ 
the diigrvK:eful timidity of the inca, Ihe danger that ilniMcn- 
cd th^*r religion, manners, lives, and properties, the dread- 
ful caiDrige already made^by theftrangers, their extraordinary * 
avarice ipd rapacitj^ with evory other circumfiancc 
could rotfe, inflame, and animate. When he found he 


bad fuffic^cntly excited a fpiiit of refentment and revenge, 
he artfully applied a nation 

dflitoguiuied for valour in tfic prorj^ce of This peo- 
ple lljready fcl' fcourge ^ Span^ and 

tjf ‘filed for v,v;^;rtunf: 5 r of reveng}^;jg their lofles a^d dif- 

ij^^advifed, merely to ^ry their fenti^n ^, 
to rc®e quict?J'^6^*^ii4*id» oP their anceftors, to till tTT^ 
and dependSx^ djK gencrofitjr of the ftrangers for 
uio lilerty of enjoying ^^ruits of thoir labour. So inflam*i 
^ ' i " . niatory 



the B^eryef Amdli^' 

itdty afliinfinuation produced the defired' dfdS. The GHa- 
declared to a man, they would dirft try the foitunj 
of war with the Spaniards^ delired he would conduflt theij 
and, if they failed in the cntcrprffe> they would then p^qe 
his advice, and fubmit to flavery. It was then refolvM to 
attack Cuz»y and endeavour to drive the Spaniards outylf^he 
capital, and accordingly he advanced wit h grea t rcfi/ution. 
Pizarro miAlmagrOi who had intimatm#^tCffi?defi^s of the 
^Indians^ marched out at the head ftle<9t body of horfe 
•^d foot, came up witff the eneirvj^t the bridge of Apurimd^ 
ai^, by the vigour of theirotfler, foon reduced them, un- 
mmdful of all their^-iwikJtous determinations. Without 
fca\ce any retSftance, they turned their backs, and fufFered 
themfclves to be flaughtcred jn heaps, t4Il night and fatigue 
put a flop to bloodfhcJ. 5^/#continued the purfuit as faf as ' 
BilcaSy while P/ 2 ;r?rro returned triumphant to Cuzco j in full 
expeftation that tHI^ufWy would not venture upon a fe- 
cond attempt to d*^»’^^thc public tranquillity ; in which he 
was miiiaj^v'^ ' Jy 

^UlZ^iUZ was difconccrted, but not difbouraged, by this 
defeat. HeXcfolvcd upon another trial of arms, and 
cordingly fctJwith great diligence, about Ie5yine:*--flJrccs, 
yl|fViiasj^o?ivix?ntenti^^^ Spaniardi^ut it was 

* impoflible to conUucF 16" great an undertaking with fecrecy. 
The YnucanoeSy who floo J in dread of Pizarro^ brought him 
informations of all that was tranfacling ; and it was deter-% 
mined to meet the Indians in the plain, where the cavalry 
might a<£l in conjunftion ^ith the infantry and confederate 
Indians, Here another battle was fought with the fame for- 
tune j but viflory proved lefs decifive, and more bloody on 
the fide of the Spaniardsy who could not prevent ^izquiz 
taking the road o^^wtOy in good order. * 

Il\l 2 vas aftet*^hcfc fortunate events, that Pizarro re- 
folvcd to purfue hiswojeil of eftablifhing colg^es and 
^ ilding^ cities, for which purpefe he now 
^^luzco. Accordingly he ilaid the foBTlWation < 
twelve degrees’ and a hm fouth latitude, on ( 
of a river, a tout fix mi y s fr om the South 5^^?,land near- 
ly the fame Jj^iAcrfro^TRewftihd HiA harbow of^G^/- 
iao, InjfXSAt^xixvET^Garcildffo 

withftriiding fome wipers date thi^^oital 

four^cars earlier. l/ither he rei^ved 
thetity called Des m Rives. apd \t fcophyame popul^ and* 
flouriihing. Lands were affig^otaj^Wfeinhabitant^ and 
the natives, who were tied dow;.- glebe under ^ Ct^i- 
racas, were nowtrans^ 


out for 
\Limay in 
|e boarders 




or any atbw pron 
ptrty, 




JtalGufj 

rizarro 
md Ai- 
Wagro. 


Iht ef Aitterfci; 

fierty, by the Spaniarii, Proceeding farther norfhwArf, 

, built another city, •in rwarly the eighth degree of Ibuih I 
^ic, which he called Truxilh \ and here alfo he m^de a 
dii^ion of the lands and ^Indians among the new colonift!^^ 
Wit^ut any diftindtion between thofe who were born free- 
thofe who had been flaves and villai.Ts from their 
birth\^l! bein^ fuhjedled to the fame drudgery, and the 
fame torL«:ts, it ihvtr proved diibbedient, rep lied at their 
hud fate, or rchfed ^difeover, what they nevy knew„ 
where the treafuresof the .';!ziques and princos were depofitjjl. 
During his rcfidcnce in this tv, advices arrived from 
that his brother had ^iuv,twc Jed ia'almoft all|his 

negotiations at the Spanijh court, P/z^/r^ f^eritioned ^hat 
his government be extended two hundied leagues to 

thS fouthw’ard i that he mighr.havt a grant to him and his 
heirs of the p’-nvince of JtabiloSf with all its revenues, and 
the perpetual \.iflalagc of nventv\^^iy^ind Indians: but the 
emperor, who found an unreaibnn5>Ue2;mbition in this re- 
quefl, only veiled him wi^h the title oT^B^rcJtiWis^V^ 
vince, and enU'-g^ed his j>ovcrnmcnt to the foud^waid. But 
refpedt to the doniinion over the he muft, 

faid, '’Ssijgrrtj himlcU of the pecul ar cuftotns the country, 
and the cj^ity of tlip» mcaii.ir|;^ ^^after whicbj> B5 < >#rrfl i, m ight 
depend qp all the favour that was conlment with juftice. 
Almagro too j in confequence of Ferdinando Pizarro's appli- 
i cation, had very extraordinary honours bellowed upon him. 
He was created marquis of Peiu^ and had a junldiclion of 
200 lea«iues extent, fouthward of the frontier of Pizarro\ 
government. He was likewife irnpowered tomikedilco- 
veries in what manner he thought proper ; and the rich pro- 
;vince of CM/ fell under his authoritv, which laid the foun- ^ 
//dation of all the difeord and contention that enfued. A^^ro 
and grew jealous of the favour? ulewn to by 

the go^^nmrnt, The one legarde^-wne other as the minion . 
of the c^ut, and complained tb^t lufEcicnt regaru had not 
been paidjrto his peculiar fcrvices. ^Thcir adherents chcrifficST 
ihcfc feed^jof animolity, and the h;*others of Pizarro treated 
the friend^ of Almagro with pr^a^^ '<ugbtj^cfSf/, The Spanifl> 
i^iit^rs (ufer in their of alledges, 

that th /^marquis rcturnirig T^x/AvVA^adjufted 

alU^ffiterences^yyWVr^^ reftraindj the infolenc6^f his 

, Mfe^cn ^"ferAut W Lma, and left th^government on^i/zw 
in tWAiands .Vo^hers ; while, on the other * 

hmif Alma^rd xi^tii^\on expedition to Chih, On the 
^*arcilnffo that Almagro^ jealous of the 

CadtlPs beipg alEgncd i n Pixe^i took upon himfelf the 

> > V tiilc 



IjUitte ttf 'go^emot of Como^ ah'd ail its deptfod^its, 

Hebrew <>ff all ftibordination to Pizarro ; an ufurpation 
•was boldly oppofed by the broth|rs of the marquis, 
ing t6 this wrifer, the difpute rofe to fuch a heigh 
both parties had recourfe to arms, a formal war was djfelared, 
and feverSl Spaniards and Indians were (lain on borf iidcs, 
before the arrival of the marquis, np/d^ratinn 

and policy, acc ^mmodateJ all diflFerfl^es, anJ Concluded a 
•treaty with Ahna^ro. ^ It was thej/uore, in all probability* 

Rafter this affiir, that Ahna^r^^lmmcA the fcheme of march- 
Vig to Clnli ; fince wefimjU^xprcfsly ftipulated in the treaty 
with Pizarro thdtlfh njht to this province Ihould not only 
^ uncontttlcd, but he fliould have the command of the 
burk of their j dnt forces tff aflift him % reducing it to^obe- 
dience. The other prinnpSl articles of the agreement were, 
that the co-partnej^ip between Pizarro and Almagro Ihonld 
fubfift, without inrS^4& through intereft, ambition, or any 
other motive^' ttSl all the conditions ftipulated in the ori- 
gin al’^^lii^'i.raS, flAOuld be rigoioufly maintained ; that all 
difpatcheVo the court of S^ain (houki be*in the joint name^ 
of the comifcanders ; and that all profits and expenc^^b^S 
be clearly pioduccd, and fatthfully divid e d. li’wty was^ 

figtfed a?!t{ ' WUhin^ to by 

both parties ; but how it was executed, will foon^appear*. 

Such was the poflure of affairs when Almagro propofed to 1535* 
fet out on the expedition to the fouthwarJ ; requefling t)ffe Almagro 
inca to ?ppoint two Indians of diftinftion, to prepare and dif- 
pofe the minds of the natives foi the reception of the Spanijh 


forces. In confequence of*this requeft, the inca ordered his 
brother TopUy and the high prieft ViUhomay to execute that 
i^ommiffion, whofe high dignitv would not only give thtin 
cV^quence with the^atives, out whofe abfence from Cnzto 
woirlM remov^HtN^aufc of jealoufy from the Spa£ardu as 
the hijjh prieft was of a reillcfs ^turbulent fpirit The 

Spaniards alfo took wkh them a gregt numbeif of flaves to 
carry the baggage ; aA that all tnefoldiers iJght be well 
fupplied wiih neccfrar«, Almagio lent them |wa hundred 


tS&H tf 

Chili, 


(D) As a the 

it is lutlicicnt to o»r\e, that 
wbeh the plate meltt«i£ 

down to defray ihp^xpcnc! _ 

Alma^d% expe^non, one of thf^ Herrera^ i 

foldiers bej^d a ring out of the i. 

k^^ipsof gold affd filv^r^i aad 
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J ^ f Amtiica* 

thouland crownsi taking only tbeii* notes for the AjiajMen^ 
^ jt of the booty they might acquire in the cxpeditioii^fc 
trough the courfe of a tedious march of two hundred 
leag^s, he was well acconifnodated by all tbe Indians^ ^ho 
paid me higheit regard to the tnca’s commandi and fupplied 
the feUiers with abundance of provilion ; but reaching the 
inhofpiV^ble barren country of Charcasy fatigue and hunger 
produccoV'iiivuflrbiii''^ among the troops, and determined 
Jlmagjo to proceed to tA/i, being ignorant of the immenfe 
wealth, both m the counie he defpited, and the invaluable - 
mines of Potofu The confefc ^atc Indians in* his army r^ 
monftrated on the hazard and of the defign, al- 

quainting him, that the journey mull be purfueiJ either o^r 
the high mountains «t)f the An^esy or Cordilletasy whicl, at 
this* time were covered with fuow, and fo intenfely cold, 
that no Indian ccmld polRbly fupport the rigour of the climate ; 
or thiough a fandy defart along thewloaft^here the exceffive 
heat of the fun reflefled from tlic i^Wjand the want of 
water, would hazard the entire deftruCrmfi^f ^tl^ armv^ 
Thcfe were diffif»ulties which could not check thr ardor of 
inflamed with the exaggerated accents of the 
iicScJ'^67;://. He chofe to climb the Cordilkmsy as ihorter, 

^ and more co nftitution of hisj^o p s; but he 

made only an inconfidirablc pfSgP?137*Wl*i^^ of the 

fnow obliged him to dig his way through, while the Indians 
^ ^crifhed in multitudes, their naked bodies being expofed to 
I all the feverity of the weather, Garcilajfo alledges, that not 
lefs than ten thoufand IndanSy dlid an hundred and fifty 
* Spaniards, breathed their lail iq thefc dreadful mountains ; 
and fo intenfe was this cold, that many of the furvivors loft 
their toes and; fingers. At laft, after encountering all the 
diflicelties which the moft rigorous cold, the greateft fatigwf**" 
and hu;/ge/ could throw in their way, ijpfj^^FipaniardyfiSn^ 
quered Andes, and reached a fine, fo/tile, tempciaie plain 
on the op^fite fide, where^they werf^eceived With SCiemoft 
cordial anoffceling hcffpitality by tlfo 'benevolent natives, wh^^ 
fupplied thSp with every kind of pr^vifion and refrclhmcnt, 
which the o luntry afforded, adminije to the^neceffities of 
the jvretchpd loldiers Witlrtii<f CTfinA 
Pngrrfsof AlmagrnAoi^^ r*' fling his ^ 

ihe txpedi- terrejE^.<al paradil|,'^^V ^Jiabitanis 


. l^jaiiedVtrooRs in this 
that 

certain the ^at god Vir^hoca had honoured 


Ithem wifg a viu t^^ jp’ it |^<| jla telv coilcd^^ offering in gold 
and filv/r» which twoT hundreo fjioufand ducats, 

and Av brought a^thw prefent to Almagio, exceed- 
ing tfam hundred thoufan^ucats j u{>on winch he c<«ace]Lled 



the notes from the (bldiers^ and alfo them t m^e * 
in compcnfation of their fuffcrings. . Thoifo rich olTer^ 
^ngs confirmed all the accounts he had conceived of tbt; 
Weakh of the country : he congratulated himfelf Upon 
valuable grant made to him by the court, and determu 
immediately^ to fubduethc provinces of Purrumemca^ 

PtTica^ Cangui, and other interior countrres which did w ac- 
knowledge the authoiity of the inca. Wi»h m is d e i^n he 
jrecommended to PcruUij Topu^ brother^<«rtne TncaJ^to auem- 
^ Ip all the Indians he could to reiafa^e the Spaniards^ and 
Ifh the united borers he advanj‘-#1owards the fouthern ex- 
lity of Chili. In hts he had feveral (harp Ikir- 

les with t|jje nativesTwho fought with great refolution, 

‘ ^fputed every inch they yielded. The confederates fuf- 
taineo confidcraolc lofs ; bift in the (face of five months 
they reduced all the province? under fubjcfiion, and would 



have effeftually 
projc£ls filled the 
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e{^jWi{k'*d 

mimlNMf/A 

J. TJ 




their do’ninton, had not new 
^Imagro. He had been joined by 
_ ^ de Herteda^ with above a hundred 
had crofled tl\e mountains in a more favoura- 
ble feafon ol^he yc ar, and was m a pruf^ferous coude of 
victory, wheil he formed the refolution of returning to Per^^f^ 
in confequenle of the cmperoi^ commifli ony br oaffil to 
hinj by the II ^ fltnimiBion it ^p- ' 

pcared that Cuzco was wiihm his department. jP/aw^s*! 
original grant extended no farther than the equator ; that 
was now enlarged by two hundred leagues to ihe fouthward 
but as Cuzco lay three hur^dred leagues from the equator, and 
all fouth of his frontier was affignv^d to Almagro^ witbi'i pre- ^ 
feribed limits, he juftly reckofted Cuzco within his junfdiction, 
and relolved, by the advice of his friends, not to give up fo va- 
•^^ble a city, happily fituated to command th?provin^qf 
his^Aanartmen t _ J he plan, therefore, was concerted S^^rc- 
hopes, that if Almugro pofrfed the 
provinces would iqjp diately 


turnii™o Pou^ iif^^ 
capiti4^|all the 



^bmit. 
ferings on the Andcs^ 
paflage through the 
poflible agaiiTtl 
water ; foi 
before 


had 

now 


n^et 
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their fuf- 
the other 


, and to provide in the Belt manner 


efpecially 


fte want 


i^egleflf.d durin, 
precaution, 


ve, paifies of Indians wei^dctac4^(fid 
_ the wells rh^^ up withNl^, and 
te inteftinqjfeifii md^y . BeuSbi^bis 
umber of leathern ^tt flSns^ 

135 , lib. ii. caplii. 








» fU 'W$6rf ^ 

end iillfi<} whli wltt^ s and i dftik)! lidd; 





horfe wa» Tent out to txamine wli^H«r the Indiims hti ^ 
juA report of the country through ^hich the army to 
>, and faithfully exccifted the ordtrs reKpc£lin| the Wells, 
thing bring fettled with the utmoft punSuality, he 
his march^ and fuffered incredible hardships in the 
I two hundred miles extent^ notwitfaftanding all his 
forefigl^,i^efa"'p?c>ti4^nce. In this march he was deferred by 
the high prieft, in cohfc^ence of advices he received of diu 
tuibances between thecIq^Deror and the Spaniards at Cu^, 
Hertera indted relates, thJl«^e went off during 

K refs to Chilij and was the "Kiieff^.ftrument of the rwolt 
c irjca, ^ni the Pet^ttvians ; but GarcilaJ/S not onl\i af- 
firms, that the higlf prieft continued with him until tb^‘ pre- 
fect juncture, but that to his influence was owing the extra- 
ordinary rcfpeiEl (hewn to the Spaniards in the different pro- 
vinces of Cbjli. He farther J^t this prieff Vitehofna 

was aflifted in his cfcapc by the Intc^urtpr FiUppOt who was 
feized, condemned, and executed, after he^ad<«4!^*ffed the 
falfc evidence h« had given zgz\r\Si Jiahualapa^ J(v ith refpeiSl 
he remained faithful to Almagro^ a|€ received the 
flwf^of hij ferviccs r fot the Spaniards weij no fooner in- 
fiilAed c.'*i7*ed on in Peru^ belwefc the emperor 

the Spaniards^ Aan they proclaimed this prince inca, 
and Almigro^ with his own hands, adorned his temples with 
^thc imperial wreath. 

While Almagro was employed in the expedition to Chili^ 
a variety of caufes of difcontcnt a?bfe at between the 

Spaniards and the Indians \ tho principal of which was, the 
dilatorinefs of Pizarro to execute the articles of agreement 
W^th the in#a, of rcinftating him in his dominions and auj^ 
tbert^ry. Upon this head manco Capar made frequcn^fc- 
monfbnnces to the marquis j* but he put/lr with 

frefh ^ufes and pretexts. The uxa had pro- 

vocation\o dive into the bottom ^of^his conduift, and thi 
were notT 




Wanting a tfcnficient nuini^cr of the Indian nobility to 
aggravate grievance, and rako'#?? the embers of difeord, 
both out (f hatred to the Spa marS nd motiues of felf-idte- 
refl;.^ Tic inca now not only 

prevarig^d, witl|vf*^foe£l to the p\|n^rmanri» olSthcir cn-* 
>c^uld bedetJbed aprifonSf? in cafe 
to wn^tever Ptza^ thought fit to pib-. 

-and patiently until 

lili opmrrunity oiFefSi^ br^aidthis galling bApdage. The 
of this prineWas like wife incrcafcc b'/ frefh in- 



SpMifi {wtfidf* 0^$iimPi 

Pno wai ittMed dbout tbU time pttmiiii * 

the em^^ror d Urge fum of tnm^y ftcM Pfrity (urioe 
the tionoitfs dtiJ gremt made to Mie brother. At thU 
the court attremely neceffitoas) ell the money 1# the 
trirafury being exhaufted by the caiitinvel ward 
on by Chafks V. } and the expe£tation of a liberal iWafioA 
from Pizarfuy rendered the empcrotgjpuifhr^^ to ex* 
.tend his authority, and load him jjm^ h0^ours. How* 
the marquis wA of that he had already 

1 IRciently pdiS for all the Kipcriai favours, and that he 
* his foldiers vie*^fei*^Jaftly entitled to the remaining 
1th, as the reward of all their fufferings, toils, and con* 
qttt^si He could not, with patience, think of yielding up the 
fruits of his labour, to afet o( idle, extravagant, ana raped* 
ou$ courtiers ^ and therefore told his brother, when he Was 
informs d of his em^e'^h^nts to the emperor, that he had 



conquered Peru at expence, without any affiftance 

£K>mahe^overf1ment $ that he had already lemittcd a vaft funt 
of money^hat Peru was noW exhaufted, and all its riches lak 
out in buildlrkt towns, planting colonies, and eftabii&ing othfi 
meafures to Acure the conqueft, all which would redoqtqlibi 
time to the ronour of the crown9»Mld»i^^ 
vcrnttient ; but tnat, for the prefent,^t was fufficient 


fant fcttlements to maintain thcmfclves. He jArticuh 
refented the enquiry which the emperor fet on foot, refpeft 
ing the ranfom and treafurcs of Aahualapa\ and excluded 
With leaving his brothe? Ferdinando to fall upon means t< 
perform the extravagant promifes which he made to th< 
Spanljh adminiftration. It was this anfwer which deter 
mined Ferdtmndo to reqtieft the government of Cu%t$ \ «ll 
the marquis, that J;ie doubted not but this opulentndpiJa 
woDbL enabl^Mis^^ make good his engagembnm^O th^ 
fcfturt^ nd thercb)Mikure the tutufc proteflion ofjRt empe 
ror ; ^ich he woultnkd of tho utmoft important, in cafi 
difpute with bis c^j^gue, Jlfmtgro^ filouldfever be re 
~ he wrought upon th^marqujs 0 

Imedi ately took poiTeffim of his go 
felSnttMff 10 [procure th^r^mit^ci 
might folk 
of folcmni 


neWed* By this meaj 
grant his reqi^eft ^and 
vernment, .wit, 
to the eo uft> w had 
pencit^ 


round 

iacred rights of naj^ns. He g|5ve th#l!fS5^*tOv underlie, _ 
that he would jre ^rA^ g |L tQ his ol 

Condition 0 |[ a^i4^nfideraTONpreien^^ the court of Sped0 
and th^^etter to conviiiee his imenfioits^ 

mow 



JiaiOTed hint to the raf ^ palace, ind treated btiB all 
]|t>nours due to the imperial charai3:er, . The bait took; tMiy 
perfiiaded that he fhould regain bia loft authority» 
.tched exprefles all ov^ his dominionsi requefting*the 
carats to bring the ufual tribute of ^Id ahd filver, as the 
only Leans of delivering him outof the hands of cht Spaniard. 
Thb iMutc arrived, and a very rich prefent was made by 
the $ who repaid it with a renewal of 

his promilcs, in/lead the performance j which awakened * 
Mamo Capac to a full his owh danger, and the littlj 

dependence to be placed inl'K^^ {)f a periidio 

nation, that facrificed every conltS«c.7.UOP.to the thirft of got 
He perceived that honours were indeed paid to him, but tj/at 
he was fid! a prifone^^ all theg^tes of the palace being Cjj^u- 
pie<itby SpanJJh foldiers. ^ 

It was no unnatutal concluHon, from fuch inaufpicious 
promifes, that his fate might ‘ refemblj^hat of Atahualapa^ 
who died an ignominious death, ^L^^itfreafures had been 
drained, and he was unable to purchafe the Ibngex^T^MOii 
of his exiftence ;^and therefore he continually rtvaj^A in his 
wn mind how he could cfcape out of cuftody,j^^d revenge 
aOPlheJ nil igni ties he had fufFered in his imprifoiment. The 
foUoyving ogjy^d itfelf to his imagin^ion, and was 

prawpdfed wit'h fuccels, ^hich conveys a favourably idea of the 
Citlimng ifnd addrefs of this barbarian* He Wd PizarrOy 
that in the valley of Yucaya^ where the incas were interred, 
f here were feveral rich combs, and in one of thefc a ftatuc in 
gold of an ancient inca, as large fis the life, which he was 
perfuaded he could find, if he w^s allowed to go in fearch of 
it with his ufual guard of Spaniards, This was a propofal 
not to be refilled, efpccially as it was made with all the ap- 
p(?alK\cc of candor, and obviouily With defign to promote tjw?' 
exccuiWn uf the govetnoi's engagemepa:9i«ip> Accoi^gly 
Ranked the inca, readily einj^ced the of^ and. 
fhat Manco Capac IhouU^go to the tmtibs of 
^a S^^^n^^ii^aardJ^ littlMfulpefting there was S* 
'pitacy laid to refeue ih^rincc. In fhort, the 


/Ar Spa- 
maids. 


Pizarro 
confented 
Yuca}af wii 
general coi 
inca had a[ 
who aiTem 


^^racasofjltis intention, 
^ '^'«ii^felves in the 


ifed fome of the adjacer 

mg a confideraWe - 

nei^hbour^^ mountajjU^ and kept fpV fibroadj to acquaint 
them wib&n his Span^^^aam] lo^ildap* 

It to aKack the Spahuards^ but the inca 

fiivcd hia^troops ha^rd : he ^ foun\^eans to cfcape, 

joined his army, aim laM^ert Vf^^ Spaniaf^Q lament their 
OWik ensduiity, ond adonlj^ the policy of the fove« 





reign (£L Himra afierts* that he patcWcd hh lU' * 


■lerty 


SECT., IX. 



cjsurm- 


Containing a Relation of the War hemeen the Spawards 
and Peruvians ; the Dnijiom among the 
and Rival fhtp of Pizarro and 
► Condemnation^ and Execunon0 the hatter ; the Af- 
faffmation j)f the former^ Ma fundry other Parti^ 

1 culars. 

madNCO CJPJC {czrcc found hinjifclf at liberty, when Ongw^ 
he contrived the deftjuflion of thofc perfidious ftnan- 
gers j who had not only ufurped his authority, kept bis p^r- 
fon in bondage, over his fubjeifis, drained hislndiftll|, 

kingdom of its nchejfTnK violated evfry obligation, human 
antLaij^p. fi\7m an iniatiable thirftof gold, and ungovern- 
able lulr^^dominion. He *fummoned a council of all the 
great ofliew^of ftate, of his generals, and principal nobility ; 
depiAed his ifufFenngs in the ftrongeft term*), the 
condition of nis fubje^s, and the t 3 u;gmiy^n/^^peifidiou% 
of the infolent Spaniards. He had^SrTjf lufpicioD, 
of the treachery and ambition of thefe ftrangci%, by tbelr 
dividing the lands of Peru among tbemfelves, enflaving thofe 
who were born free, and putting the natives to the torture,' 
in order to extort a confelfion where the treafuresof the great 
were depolited. He apologized for fitting a tame fpeftator 
of thefe enormities, by alledging, that he only wanted the 
opportunity of making his efcape, in order tp revenge the 
'injuries he bad fufFcrcd, and affcit the rights of his rAv^n 
and^lguntry.*— ^,was*impofliblc he could any Ii3n^/Vcgard 


^antards 
^ Gomara, cap. 


defeendants of Ftrachoia ; |^3t as vile 


(E) This is the accou^jalven 
by two Spamjfj 

and Carate^ * bat difFe- 

rfntly al- 

ledges, that Manco iac ob- 
tained leave to go tr lucaja to 
celebrate a fefiijp, prejpji^iedi. inca*& lequelt, 

(j) Car jfl/lo hLtU S4rp, xx'ir. 


Cap ^ r€, cap. iiichb* iii. 

by the Inaianst wi^re the ftatue 
the late inca, hi father, was 
creftirte?(i). We m^coaffift we 
thop\^3fetomer account more 
piffhlbl^^’affords a^-mnger 
motive towm- 


impoftor^, 



thf 1^ htukms ah&s 

tm mafqiie of reijgio^, and had taken upon thenamvei r 
' tred chsuraflaer of the meiTengers of the great 
WIc they were perpetrating every villainy. He was nouT 
^eikfmined to puniih thehr wickedne&« and vindicate'** the 
e$ of hi$ people by force of arms j for which purpofci 
becat^ upon the affiftance of every man, in wbofe breaft 
tht^leSft fpartc of patriot virtue exifted, that the war might 
he vig^ll%^T)^^lltcd agamft the ungrateful Spanhrdsf 
without whofe expumt^ they could never fccurc their reli- 
gion^ liberty, or propek^ He adtfcd a great tnany othej*<i>^ 
arguments to roufe the < 3 llkHl to revengef and delivered 
himfelf with fuch fpirit and eneVg;4»tJb^'^ were wound fp 
to a kind of madnefs, and called out for vengfcance in i^ie 
moft tumulturus trarfports of fury. As foon as order ct^old 
be reftored, the council deliberated on the means of conduff* 
ing the war 5 with refpeil: to the propriety and neceffity of 
which, all were unanimous. Itwas Jirfolved to difpatch 
mdiengers to all the curacas, triiJSSi’y provinces, great vaf* 
fals, governors and officers of the crown, inr* differ 
Vinces, to raife all the troops in their power, witlv'all pofii# 
ble fecrecy, unite at a time and place appointedv^nd at one 
blow to furprife and overwhelm the Spaniards i|ti their quar- 
. Agree**Hej^to Jbifi plan it was concerted, tbatthreo 

Ibould be" let Lot; one to fall upon 
atMStfaer t6 attack Lima\ and a third, to confift of two 
^undred thoufand men, under the command of the inca in 
^ perfon, to furprife, or, if that failed, to invefl Cuzco, and re- 
kV snea gulatly lay liege to the capital. J^yciy thing was executed 
l^«^«#^fwiih the moft aftonifliing celcnty ; and the Spamard> in 
Spaniards Cuzco faw themfelves furrounded by an incredible multitude 
'm Cuzco, of enemies, before they had any lufpicion of the revolt, or 

har *;adeany preparation foi their defence. The attack^' 
began i^th\5 night, amidft the fhouts of ^AJndians^fi^ni 
thehoarft^in of their warlike inftrumeped; and fuch 
fury of the^' ffailants, that they Ibotfiu.d arrows', aruKlerthe 
city in fiamU in divera places, bedij^ determined to deftroy 
the SpaniardLzX the cxpcncc of rcdoring the capital of the 
empire to at res. Their reverence IbKthe temple of the fun, 
the cpnvent' jf felecl virgins^' and a facred build- 

^ ing#, ffiadAhcm from^ firing \yoijtr ects and houfes 

in theij. iicighboi^hrF'Cii^*-' which meanT^dCiltenc^&-v;'Vrc 
left {«. poireflterjy?* gre^ fquare, and as much of the 
cky as couI& weirbft ttbfende d b y ^ a Sender gj^rrifon, which did 
not exceed two hunJL-^ lioffl? an<r foot. enemy had 
fdted the citadel, and obt^ged Pizart o to formlnib i^^oops in 



dM Moi iwiat tb 

%wfciw P» mad<i tsini^k * 

off %h^ JE9#W in tmpf i tbongft thi^ . 
carnage coi^Id nof ch^ck their ardor^ They grefled 
unrcmiUing fury for the lyhote nighj and day fuccceding^ u# 1 
tjl at length all the paflre$ to the fquare were cboaked up yitk 1 
dead bodie^^and more than half of the city was burpt tq the 
gpund. Nothing could exceed the valour and condi^<>f 
the Spaniards upon this occaiion j the ho,{^\'*4^^aj;^^ular, 
^llico out| and made terrible havock.^ w hen night cam? 

f jndim army wtijjdfew to a Iftle diftatice, occupied 
affes roimd the city, an^*4A )cked up the Spaniards 
y, that it wasimg^Ui^ they (houjd receive anyfup- 
eternising to^onlinue their approaches gradually, 
4 Ce the beiieged equally by famijie and the fword^ 
plan they adhered fif ftcJfdflly, that their fcheqjie 
muft hav? infallibly fucceeded,® but for a fortunate incident, 
that probably favcJ jthe S^aniard^ from deftruiSion. The ** 
flaves, whp firfl: felt of the fcarcity that prevailed, 

took arms in thejr defence, as the only method of leiieving 
thc*5jIH7Pti^m the prefent diftrefs, and in hopes that their 
fervices to tbs chriftians migHk procure them their liberty. 
They flocked in multitudes to Pizafro, defired he would ac4 
cept of their afliftance, and were received with fu^h promij^ 
of rewards, as Toon increafed their nuhvbft,’‘and atigmpnt^ 
that of the befieged to a very conficlerable armp. Th# 
Spaniards were now in a condition to Ikirmifh vigoroufly 
with the Indian army, and accordingly every day produced ^ 
fharp and bloody ad^ions ^ ^ut this proving lafumcieift for 
their relief, they determined to come to a general battle, 
drew up their forces in the great fquare, and feduced the 
cnerny to an engagement with all their forces, yherc evciy 
'advantage o' iituation was on the iide of the cbriftia|g^ 
Here, j^s Ga rcjlafh ^ tlfe parties fought with unrenming 
fury, foJtoefpjce ofSWitcen days; the Indians withdmwing 
^ at " iri ' ghn^inif fi turnin^^oroufly ^o the attack e^fy next 
Honing, raining fhowe]\#f arrows, and voilies If floncs 
from flings, fo thick upon Ae beficgcd, that he aftyibes itto 
a miracle, and the prcfeirft of the apoftle bt. Ju jpfSy who 
fought forthem*on hor^v-^ack, tbaj all were not demoliflxed, 
and crulhed into afoi^W tinder ^tbe fup/frior wcig|tof*tfie 
ei^ jpy. now proclaimilJ 

^artSiflaves, with fuch rewards andi^limull^^^j not 
augmented the number of thofe auxiliaycs, ^it animati^ < 
them to afls of tjjy^moft It^mryigStiau ?y/by which they 
were enabIe^U«*^Kf!ve the Mians out cf and the citadel, 





Hi fiorminf iff wiilcli JAww iilnu kiMjtfw tfa« 

t^iemy h«4 Imn in poilelBon ,£t dm fp^ of tim ibom^ 
li whicjt^ time the fiege continued with fearce | 

*“^on. After the jun&ion, indee4^ of the vai&la with th?* 
iardst they fcorocd bCing coopedrup within the timtts of 
rapicali and made exciirfions far into connxxy^ 
loaded wjith provifion, in defpite of th««tttmoft ef- 
forts o| the Indians* Sometimes flocks of a thoufand head Of 
cattle Wl.wSjrivcii lyo the city, while a party of Spaniard 
weie keeping ehe Ind\m army in employment « and yet it 
mail be confelTed, that'44^^^ Capac performed every 
becoming a fpirited and ma^ijanimous prince, had he b .en 
properly feconded by the officers <iiiadJUdiers, who, after. the 
firft tranfports of rage, began to relax in Kieir duty, ^nd 
negled; the polls committed xp their care. Many infi^mces 
of the valour of private foldiers and officers, on^botK fides, 
are recorded by De la Vega and the fame writer relates 
fuch a number of prodigies and/nirajj^lis, as mull invalidate 
the belief of thofe adlions that come within tne compafs of 
probability, St. Jago^ or St. Janusy not only was jgep fight- 
ing on a white horle in the heat of the battle, but the blefled 
virgin appeared over the Spanijl) quarters, quenched the 
flames that^ threatene^o devour them, and turned afide the 
fiiefy arrowa, cc^tej'lfated their cflFeifts, even when they 
danced to fall upon the dry thatch ofthehoufes, and among 
other combuilibles. Gomata^ Catatej and Herrera^ join Gar^ 
cilajjh in the relation of theft atchievements, but endeavour 
to perfuade us, that heaven affigned them Peru and Mexico^ 
as the Almighty formerly gave tfae land of Canaan^ to his 
chofen {>cople. God, furely, never countenanced ufurpation, 
tyranny, cruelty, and murder, however he may fometimes 
^permit it for wife purpofts: on the contiary, the effefts 
wTfr'h thefe conqutfts have producec^pn tXitSpaniJI) monarchy, ' 
feem^'o indicate the intentions of Piovj^.ve4^; ihatj8««ation, 
who tXmpled upon c\ery obligaticy., human ^ nd / iiacred. ^ 
poffefs tticmfclvcs of gold, lliould meet witff uictr punm^ 
mem m l^he gratification of iheiqiwilhes {"A). * 

] Ati 

• ‘(A) Jiic nijjnberjpf Indians dretf^I ilt proportion as tAo 
who were /lain iif li cnga^rnent tnore ge iteral* 

adions this^^egc. On the lIHcof the feSe^ 

sSfe rnw In a hundred Spaniards wer® ^ 

^^dorwQMpded; and, whajwas 
8.^irrepark^e lofs at thb June* 
luif, above a"a®sawi borlhf 


•very flight UtirmW^me. fJvou- 
lAsds wm alwsys'liain, 'tnud 
^ flaughter became more 





m7 




h i# t>ji owr ^lf i i^^ the^^f^rl 

i||ji|»I« I«iqttedi|tely h« a9S{k^0Ted th^ Imitfiiimi y^tM^pU) h 
iifv^ the Spaidardi to lrrm|; him muutte infemu^tkm m mVntmiu 
me tniRihmngi in the heart of the empi»t Igr inqtj 
MOHiag ^eit fmn^'^nd acquaintance. *1^ report kbe]^ 
made greatly ararmed^im } tb^ brought that net only 
Cum wat dofely hefieged, but that an MSSi T^i in ml 
march to inveft Ljm i that another ^as gom ui purhtk lei 
*Alman-ii and that the athole emfittc had riRn b armtim 
thb dire^on ofathe beat *rhq had deceived FtrSumif Pf» 
varrg by a plauhble t||^t fnd made bis efcffie. Though the 
advices of the JTuncauges wire neither very confiftenu nor con* 
ne£bd, Pizana perceived that they contained too mUCh truthf 
and nA ddihting but all the S^iardt in Cteua had already pl)» 
rilbed, he applied with the utmoft diligence to provide ibr the 
ikfety of Lima, and tbe othtjr fdttlements ; fbrerhich purpoft ‘ 
he fent exprefles to Pamm'uu, Mexka, Nuarapia, and 
mo/stto folicit rebforcements to prevent the lois of Ptru, and 
the molt'valuable conqueft hitherto made by^the Spmdarda. 

All his detachments, fent to extend his conquefts in diSbrent 
ptovbces, were Iikewife recalled to the defence of Lima^ * 
body of an hundred horfe and foot, ynder the r^nunan^ 

Diega Pharra, was ordered to march wiiifall polfibleexpedifaoil 
towards Cum, either to fuccour the garrifon if ftill exlfting^ OC 


Of the confederate 
muy thottfands wwe 


niflwd. 
vafliilt 

flam ; bat this rather ferved to 
aniiuate than di/conrage them, 
and the lofs even ferved to aug> 
meat die Spamp army. When 
the fj^rit ot revenge took place, 
many wju had biifi;.^kept a- 



vonra not only to avoid the pa- 
nilhmetttdae to their rebellion, 
hut to merit the ‘reward of li> 
berty piomiflxl by theSpamS-dt. 
XKvers gallant ■a&ont wK'e per- 
/bmed ' 10 tKf;i w*y of 

• thallongo 
pf 


!i i^emark^ble, that no^ithw 
ftandiag the eqaaUCy of the 
Indians to the Spanrards in 
* ftrengthy agility* and deJtterity 
at handling their weap6n3 when 
they fought fihgly*; yot in 
battle they were, ab^a 
woffted* although tltelr ^um- 
bers were fupeiior by an hun- 
dred^folda which we af- 
cribe ts the Spamfi? ihfciplinep 
horfes, artillery, and tnufque- 
try* rather than to fuperior ?a«» 
louT or miracles wrynght in 

‘ M m 




irqdMhe iii««s%y his pK^iheri 


A a 


(a 


io proem lit 

» W))r4 iM*f«fc wai trkm airf/, * « 

. ceoja|)^re cpulcl S^to> T4ie «iiq 7 i)eBfA«4 <i}V 
\^e attack on Lima had jiotke of tkofe '«nd 

minified U> ^ay-lay the dft»pbroent,femtoC«»», ihe 


d^ioh of the capital being the main oHM of the de%3s 
•fWzntta on the fucceis of which all fhe reft would 
in a manner depend. With thia.view they toick poft in all 
the o^row paftes and difficult defiles, through which the ije- 
tachment wfis to md^cb i but to ^onceal ^Iwtr firataMOi tlic ^ 
better, and to cut oft any reiourcet, thev fiiftered ZVr/a to 
< advance upwards of feveot 3 Nl^uea before th^ difimvered 

themfelves, or gave him the' leaft moleftation. At laft« 
Spaniui n^hen they found their opportunity at a psfs on ftw moun* 
dehu^eait^j^ of Pareof, Aey fell upon the Sfanmds with th(fnt;moft 
tut »ff. tumbled down great flones and pieces of rocks from 

the tops of^tbe mountains, and plied them fir <^lck with 
darts and arrows, that not a the whhle detaefimept 

eftaped. In mpeh the fanie manner they cut oft feveml 
other detachments that were on their way to Liauf^^'^^px 
of the marquili. Qmxak dt Topia^ with fixty horfe and fevepty 
• foot, were deftroyed ; Margavtga de ^innantt, with pn egual 
^hmber of men, met a fimtlar fate t and Jbazr de Qokjatfi 
^ at the baad'of forty Aorfe and fuuy foot, peiilhed. Upon 
|he wtyiie, above four hundred S^aniardsy who WWP marph^ 
ing to the fuccour of Lirnay in difterent detachments, were 
flaughtered in the field of battle, befides near an equal tlWIo- 
ber who were Ittiled in the qjines in different provinees, 
where they imagined themfelves in perfed fecurity. The 
^pamfi writers exclaim loudly againft the barbarities exercifed 
by the Peruvians upon thefe occafions ; but, from their own 
•M^Iation, 'nothing appears befides the juft retrHmtion of am. 
htg^y (injured and enraged sne^iy. Great numbers had 
ftoi^d from the difterent fettlementt 'on the tywtinent of 
Ameritay and the iflands of the^.^^ 
fpoUS of Peruy and they diftuftd themfelves cardeUy ahmit 
the country, little imagining that the /nduntr, who hadfi^- 
tnitted tamely to the ufurpation of Ptzarrt when flitiifwrtod 
only W a few hundred raw adventurers, would now venturn,' 
to thijr^w off the yoke, when evwry province was filled arifh 
andbcheinca re'isained tbdir prifimer^^ . 

^ Fi.usHsn'WShfucc(;fs, the finfian army adnaai^ 

‘ deftrndiohoF Zone, certain tlwt they «ou!d not fail fit 
redttdUon of d*aender^3’’ri(bfi difmriitid by 
nod not yet recovered from the enofternati^ ^ 

pftte thrown by fo unexpedbfd ^ 


V 



tmiea ^M^er iSmU^^ffl!^ m 

R,|i«^, jp«fitd 0B witlitihe vttitioft impcMei^' aiicl ttidt 
jibchjtetribk iJaugliter) that th« itnuml to the laotie)* 
taiost fytm *he^e th«y alarme4 the whole eomiitjl' te ith 
p£ werltlt^' ifliltuaients, m that tbejr to the 

oumber of forty thoa&nd meo^iielcended a^jiniil^o loinfM 
Irom the hiUs, fwept all before thein» an4 wOm the 
horle bach to Linutt with the loA of twenty tMeti Mr^o 4j|d off 


horle bach to Xjinr, with the loA of twenty tMiti Mrho 

4he wounds they receWnf} in this eafej^taaiitl IThie fttoeidh 
not only aittnut{d the amtants, W augmenw tbcar tMtm- 
hers to uxi^ tboufand men? with Whidi anny they 4tew Oeii* 
er the cityfaid ofierfh uj^ as a facrifice iS ihtaia fbine Sfai> 
pntaners tney had tahen, before the^etesof their c6oOv 
trymeoj ^piteous fpeAacle, that roufecu^il^f^te^ garrii^ 
to a degree of fury, and occdTioned their committing fome 
fignal ii^nces of barbarity in their future Piiarri^ 

h^ved with the greateft.^Sfiamty and {nrudeoce i however* 
be began to fed the prelTirreof hunger the vigilance of 
tbe*Vtfe;aiy, in cutting off all fuf^Iies ; and but for the io* 
£an Haves in the Spanijh fervice* he mu/l hav% either furrea- 
deted at difcrctioni or ftarved. The mo^ vigoixws HiUim 
were made to introduce convoys of provihon* hut the ghiwt 
ruphriorky pf the enemy rendered them abortive.* ithe in^ 
diant indeed wore always defeated } biit the garrifoflawas not 
ofiiy weakened and fat^ued, but generally difappnimed in the 
4«^ of the faliy.^ The only rdoutne was on the fidelity 
and addrefs of their flaves^ who, under pretence thal riiey 
had deferted, pined admittance into the enemies camp, 
wheitoe l^ey always returaefl laden with provifian, at thdt 
jun^re the moft valuable booty. Befides, t|j|e]r •brought 
back an account of all the defigns of tbeheji^en^ fooA 
when any attac^ Was intended, the garrifon having prj^mus 
intiquthfo, in Kudinefs to receive the enemy. How> 
orCTr aU ^ i fi feould not have prevented the fail of Pmem?, 


arery all 

^,.4 4.k 






tsal adddPat occurred^ which confirmed the^fiaperiHtkais /»- 
nkmihtA'tbe Spaniards werecmtakily prot^ed fome in- 
vifiUe power. *In Oonicijuence of a heavy foil dr rain, dw 
tivmoverfioWod die bants, deluged ^e neighbour^ 
hyrwoyrned gdeet' numbers' of the mten^ pteveoted ilwir 




•gniii for" dbe gurrifon JtdkNoduce' fi^e| mo the elty. • 
Bfotti whatever mnWU atfifee effis«‘ mmpteded, both 
jd^khfotfoing the’ ifoerfloarii% 


htthelej 


le«iSbiW>er grew dlfl^fited, thin]titt||; 




Alau^ro 

Utmhu 

frm 

Chili. 


Tit t»e» 
titUcate:- 


It in v»itt to ftriwe 9|ii!iift the 
mated a dotaW*f portioti of Oooxsitj^e } w’Owt»?frt 
togethm merely by the authority of dieircommat>dari» wmh’ 
the cndiBrs triumphed tiiaevery adtioo, harrafled, fat%uei^ 
and in perpetwd alarm* a deCponding multitude* whkh 
at ]j 4 withdrew, leaving the Spam«r4t af liberty to pbrfue 
llfcat meafuret they drought proper. * 

It is now time to return to Jlmagrot the news of whole 
appmacb,' joined to a variety of cireutaflances. Obliged the 
foca to ndWliUb the ficge of Ctaiet, imagining that Aimi- 
gTs’eticfign was to relieve and futsour his j^ountrymen*' > A 
prinaMeof honour, and the magnanimity of hi^fentiments, 
fttovea his luio. It is affirmed that Ahuigre ^ade propo&ls 
ao him of an alli|nce againft Pizarrsy which he rejei^ed 
aakb diffiain, faying, that he had taken up arms to vecover 
Ills own rights, and the liberfles of the people, and not to 
affift in the bafe deftgns of one ufurpo againd another. Gar-, 
tihfi alledges, thaa the inca cdSf'rted to an interview with 
Almaproy with intention to deftroy him, and that here he re« 
je^ed the overture of alliance j but failed in his to 
affiiffinate the *BpauJ^ general, on account of Almagrt't vi'^ 
l^lance and circumfpefiion. ‘ His officers endeavoured af« 
tecwards to perfuade him to accept the ptopofal, alledging, 
tiiat in pfomoting the "’difcord of the Spaniards confided his 
gieateftt^fecurlty ; and that by weakening both parties, he 
might at laft recover his dominions, and totally expel the 
' tifurpersj to which he replied, that it became not theho- 
** noof Of an inca to difiemble, ,pr fail in his engagements ; 
** and that be had rather forfeit his empire, and live in per- 
** pettial exile and obfcority, *than maintain his dignity by 
** fidfehoo^ and treachery A faying that fufficiently de« 
ibuifoatea the elevation of fentiment, the drift integrity 
sutd'^pmdtilio of this prince, whorQ the SpamarJs affe& to 
cidl barbarous. Difappointed in his defigns'ppon Cizcoy and 
Abtutgr^i ftHces, this generous monarch impaired of 
fuceefs in recovering ^is dominions ; and defirous that }t«s 
fttbje^ might fuffer as little as poffible for their loyalty, he 
requefed they would difperfe, and return to their own dwel- 
ling thereby to appeafe the indignation of the conquerors, 
WMk hilpfolf would watch over their fafety ih a feqpre re- 
tiait. In ordep^l^ feize thelluft opportunity that offiere^Or 
aplOtber attempt im recover their privileges, apd puntflt the 
Solent and ''r^cioua ufurpers of their property and Itfam'- 
ty. As tbe^ipaech ^hich extrmrdinanr snomuiGh 
tfilda upon this occafiori is remmable, v>vi<dianTOntore»to 
« muftiibe it in the marein* tuxm VMt authority 









At)d oii««fi fi»r«4 hi die »trl^ 


4S& 


(B) BretHffii, fow, and 
** ittb}e£b» I jiave had fuffident 
tefthnoajr of yoor affedioii 
to my perfim* and aseal for 
my ferrice* You have with 
•* j^reac alaaiity offered «yoar 
** uves and foitmmsp wim and 
childteiip to etUbliCb me in 
** the throm^ of my^^mjarc ; 
** hot fince the Pachacamac evi- 


^ domtmos of fapiHdlaiii 
^^ttforpere. a« Ao 

** pii iedm dtHt tha jotoftajm 
la not favoMhiii:! 

** 6dii from fortpr «#! at- 
tempts^ oniilkheopfMnaiMiip 
offers, and % a vdfliaiaix 
** exilereiapve all kiadof jea-^ 

“ loofy ana foiUdont that yo^ 

<‘may be “ ‘ ' ” 


, agdn tj^Jcen into 

<« dently fights againft as, and • grace aid favour* 1 find ^ 
** oppofes my re/toration, it e** prophecy of my reyd fotSSer 


« woald be madnefs in us to 
•* mortOuf at the divine will, ng 
**Tefufc oar compliance; I 
have reafon to believe that 
yW arc all of opinion my dc- 
fire Co govern is not founded 
on ambition, bat to reftore to 
•* my faithful people that peace 
<< and bberty they enjoyed under 
*• the government of my ancef- 
** tors. It is the duty of a good 
** Wag, to ftudy the profperity 
and felicity of his fabjc£l$, 
and, according totfte pradile 


futl^ completed^ thatailoinge 
** nation ihould deprive ns 
our empire, deftroy chiirlaws, 
** and trample upon our religion* 
Had we fuljv weighed this 
circun^ncelbefore we com* 
menced hqftilitjes, we fliOttW 
** have acqiiieiced^> in, the de*^ 
credi of heaven, ft in all re^ 
** fpefts thefe (hangeis anfwier 
** to the defcriptum in the 
phecy, except in juftice* 
« They carry in their haijjls the 
** thunder of the gods, and by 


of the incas, to prefer that to . " that alone evince their bang 


<< erety other coafideratiooL 
« Though I have great reafoB 
« to fear that the defigns of 
« th(^ flraneert* whom w^cail 
the defaendan^'of Viraebua, 
“ arc verj^di^S^nt from their 
« |ro^OB() yet I cannot biqf 
'^r^pret proiecutuig ny righti 
•• at the expence of your braod 
« and happoef*., I had even 
S’* rather i2CXtfi$:e lOy digiyty, 
“ an^jM'cin the moft4^1orable 
— <*ll^imty, than Ward live* 
•• deaf'to me atthoift of myown 
' << tdiDdren, if I did not think it 
*• mydn^ to impart morefidf^ 
you, dian«I imatdMjpa 
ufiMi ^Ifibly ei^ogimda/W 

*“. 1 * * . 


fttpported by almighty poiCer. 
*• We have fecn andexperiene^ 
** how a hnndai of men su 
** ddind diem&lveacgainft out 
“ innumerable armie* which 
” cover the nlains, aqd how 
** tbSy can fumft without reft, 
1* deep, or nonriilipient, and 
” renew the battle with re* 
« doubled vigour, when m ima- 
" gined they werefinkW 
'Vtbe umted j>refrtm wTndgh, 
” and famW" From thenM w 
“ u'evidetK W the hand elf 
'* Pacb 0 ematf is with them, 
"m^thatfk | WB| Witfe a naho 
w Waotaget thei^ Jh, iuhdca 
An I, *<l«tr 







fbe '' } 


«< l»te><y io diffSoJriAiwrs^' 

' * 4nd purfufi their rerentment. They wero then ia^ 

qajet pofieffion of the empire ; one commandeer aflfi^ed tc^rulp 
vmlv4o%>otic fway« and ahoiher prepared to difappoint him 
m the pi^effion of that fupreme power, iriiUe« aether ad- 
Aimagro a fopetior nor a rival, jih^gre afTivin| before die 

Ci^co *" ^ fummoned Ferdittat^ Pixarro to lurrendet 

the city into iy$ hands, as being included in the grant made^ 
to him by hisjfcatholic nftjefty. Ptxttrra aorwered, that he* 
heU'the city fn virtue 'of a commiffion from his brother the 
mntiqd^is, and that he could pot dellvei^up'his chi^ge to apy 
man without ld« innrudiions ; befides, he afficmed, that Al- 
nu^a had no kind £)f pretenfions to it, as he knew it to be 
within the limits of his brother's government. Hotirever, 
as that waa^ point which he would nave to be adjuftcd by the 
(daimanta, he was ready to obw the ruffl.inons, provided it 
was ipunded upon tb* marquis’s Tartiority. T o this Akaagra 
replied j and feveral days were fpent in aUercation^^jgtpie 
ench fide was qjafcing preparations to fupport his arguments 
by a more powerful togic. Ptzarro Was taking every mea- 
fiire to put the city in a pofture of defence, and Almngra to 
. reduce the ^rrifon, in yvhicb he fueceeded fo happily, that 
his troops wcie intr^uced in the nighr, Ferdimndg and 
Gonzah Ptzarre taken in their bed«, all the SpanIJh forces in 
the city nude pnfoners, aqd the capital of the empire pqf- 
, ftfled without a drop of bloodflicd ; befides which, Abnagra 
confiderably reinforced, alms ft all the garrifoo having 
< rhearfully entered into bis fervice. 

Alt this while the marquis Ptzarro held no correfpondence 
with Cwaffli^md concluding, from the filence of his brothers, 
ftht all the fuccours he bad detwhed were cut off, and the 
garrifon aftually deftroyed, or clofdly blocked up, he detcr- 

“ fare and happmlRir/all be the 
‘•"only bufineli of toy ittetMtclie« 
ly witttde. Mean timel Cpa* 
“ jure you tp feriw and obey tie 
“ ^M'Wrtotheutinoftofyour 
“pw*ar. fo tha^/ou be weft. 
" treated by them, andnotril^^ 
“ then fafiave a,figh apd dfp^a', 
*< te|r to the meiqory of, your 
‘*4jnnce, who ever iMyd and 

|jip"a 


fur and defpendency jam 
our minds. t,et lu 
** liibmit, as the only means of 
*< avoid^g the taoA dreadful 
** calamidm. For »y part^ I 
**pisapQfrl retiriag to the 
•* meuBtalM of <iihc AadeA 
** when it ihall BMy ^eateft 
sbcotofoit to hear tut youW 
• jay liberty and toetentment 
ender yo# ntw govefl^, 
•f faewdntltoy eiqseftar^. He< ' 
t* ytolfag frhemM fdr your wjel- 




|4.twtr^4 

vm 

^ and ^Dotf 


min^l 

<i|lltt^oUflM of wiiat wa^ tir*rifiS^5ng in Sw 

^iniyk/’ h«i. alicMbifii five hundred Spamjh 

i%ii}fdreea by a oonfiderable body V ItidiKtfupiw 3re cotbi^ 
nfiand cS this army to Dtm Abi^ de Alpart^t eidtttnd 
h'tn to ms^.h with the utmoft ex^dition to Cu^t. Tb^ 
forces he was enabled to raife by means of ih^ Sptmerdfvi 
had recalled from different quarters, and fuccomrs received 
•from Panama add Nicar^ua. Pe^te de Lerajd waS a|>(>Ciitnt> 
ed to command under Uharadt, who was ^ odder a^iiet} 
i ilignt which lo difgufted him, that from thnttime 
dilated thd rujn of the enterprtfe. To this t^cumfiance' the 
Spaniflt writers aferibe ail the fubrequent imsfottunes, al* 
though there appeared flrong^reaTons ftfr attributing it, in a 
great meafure, to the mifcornludl of Ahtmade, This grfie- 
ral began his march with fuch celerity, and little precaution, 
that, unacquainted with #6 woods, afid ill provided WrA 

f u'des, above four tiiouland Indians pelted with fatigue and 
illfliiti ; width obliged him to halt, until an equivalent 
fem^orcement -could be preffed into tbefrtvite. In this fittt- 
ation he was, when Almogro receiving advice of his iriten- 
tions, difpatcbed certain Spaniards of dilHndiioji to acquaint 
him that Cuzco was now in his hands ^ and as rthelonged to 
his jurirdidion, according to the emperor’s grant, he hoped 
he would make no difficulty about returning to Limat until 
the controverfy cOuld be adjufted between him and the mat'* 
quis. This meffage was Roughly received by AlvAra^y who, 
infiead of llftcning to pacific meafures, made the gentlemen 
pifoners who came with the^propofal, and refolved to purfiie 
nis march, with intention to drive Abnaj^ro out of Cuzco, 

Notice of his violent proceedings no foonet iMiched Alt^~ 

S rOf than he took the field, and advanced but « little way on 
is masKh, w|ien he had the good fortune to feize a party of 
Ahmawi '^fe, that had been fent out to procure intelli-* 

.gence. ' From his prifoncjs he lebmt thebofiureof Ahara- 
ds's affairs, the difgufi of Lerma, *lhe murmurs of the fol- 
diers and auxiliary Indsans at the rigorous difetpline of 
the general, and a variety of other circumftances, which ho 
medjjAieil iiuw to convert to his own advantage. He |dvan> . . 

as far as the river AmamT^, and here encamped fof a * 
whole day within a little diftancf of ^•'dneroy, in hope of Alvarado 
being joined by their defeters { zti^ffarcila^ alledges Am tabes ’ 
De litrtna, and feveral o& his fri^s, qpibraced this o^r- p^, 
••tunity of expreffing thmt di^ult, and rulnfne JB^iido./pntr, 
Thdf came ovv to Aj^gro, ztp would certatiuy have fe- 

duced 



, . tk ^ 

dtteed Army» ipl not 

fidpidoili word«« oirderod Lalna ^ Ite itaansd, wnu 
him to make bit efcape foootr than fae had |»oi>o1ed. , Bf 
thi$ meain^ it is aIkd^tl,*^iiS»u^» was perfkfUy inforaied of 
the enemies portion, and enabled to faU upon him in tb» 
ni^t^ with fucb advantages, as Toon produce<ba complete 
vtoory, taking Aharada prifoner, and incorporating moft tA 
his troops with bis own foldiers, 

jj 37 . AJ^MAORQ returned triumphant to Cimro, on th«. 
twelfth day offjviyi to {Aojed the lineans of extending his 
vidotious ari^U, and fecuring his good fortune. He had 
* yet the gteateti difficulties remaining ; he was to (encounter 
the experienced marquis pizarro, who, notwShftihding his 
lofieSs hadftill aconMdcrable bpdy of troops, which he ^ould 
he*augmenting every day wit| fuccours from Panama and 
other places^ Ming in pofieffion of the fca-coaft and Ihip- 
ping. Orgamez his lieutenant aji^-ifud him to certain violent 
and unjuftiitable mestGures $ fuch as putting to death the two 
brothers of Pizarrc in his cuftody, marching to Lima beCsre 
the marquis couki be reinforced, attacking that city with all 
his power, and tfaenke eftablifbing an intercourfe with the 
o^r fcttlements in different tracts of Amerua, The latter 
part of thi^ bpinion wa& prudent ; but Aimagro was dirpofed 
to liAen to ffie whol^, from an apprchenfion that the PU 
zarros might execute a revolt at Cuzcoy while he was abfeot 
in the expedition againft their brother. He was, however, 
*difluaded from fuch a piece of baibarity by another of his 
officers, Jagt dt Almagroy who had contratfted a friendfhip 
with Ftrdinando Pizarre during, his imprifonment, although 
the refult evinced the neceffity of this cruel policy, and the 
'HemarehttioKd%^ttA d^gmnez. It was like wife doubted whether he 
taiuartii pmild attack Linuty which was ronfqjliedly within the jurif- 
tit (wfi. didion of tiis rival, without felting the emperor’s grant at 
defiance, and declaring himfelf a rebel to the'^^verAment ^ 
however, the expediency of opening an imercoMfe with the 
fea, was fo univerfallv aUowed to^’be expedient, that Ahtm^ * 
gra began bis march at the head of five hundred Spet^ 
horfe and foot, and a lam army of Indian aqpiliaties, btk» 
ing ]yiih him Ferdinazda Pizarroy an^ leaving the.ruhe^ bro-> 
ther ahd A't&arada prifoners in Cvxca, ' 

Mean time the4narquis Pizanay anxiqus about the fitue- ' 
of his brothers»Smd the fate of the capital,' having re- 
ceived no advices, eith^rom theip or Aharaday and appre- 
hending that the Inmans Md Teixedwii the paffes, refolved to,, 
march ill perfon to Cnzrs;\od havrlu feafpnafaly received e° 
yeiflfpi<c^ment, be let out on[tbis exprai^iony at the luad 

' > • fentf* 



Jpm an4 t^asiu H« IbcHi g«tf IHtty H^mci 

the ftei|^ m C!m9 was raifedi'f^ next i$f ihli 

cotk^tof the ptwwding.of Jkia^e^ and th^lmfAtaiikLem. 
of bis brothefs^ and advandhga Ift^e farther» he Was 
mei ot the defeat and intprironpieiit Jlmr^b* Sueh m 
tide of inisfertiuwi had almoft overwhelmed that <|rfrit whi^ 
had aheady refitted the moft cruel ftrokes of fate. Revenge 
fometlmes occupied his whole tnlnd^ he tbofight of nothing 
•but punifhing the {lerfidious Almagro ; a notioii that Was Gkm 
l^ijd afide for more cautidus meafures, when hwefled:ed iipoii 
his own weakndTs. When he began his maren/he thought 
only of c^^mbating hidians^ and his troops were acco^Hngly 
armed iivthe ftianner bett calculated to anfwer that defign ; 
but now he had a (kilful and powerful cftcmy to encountdr* 
it was neceiTary to provide himfelf in a diferent manner, 
and alfo to wait the junflion of troops whom he hourly ex- 
pected from Panajna. On b$fi return to ZiW, he had notictf 
that Almagro was advancing, which delermined him to gain 
tim% by fetting on foot a negotiation. In confequence of 
Ihis refolution, the licenciate Efptnofa was difpatched with in- 
ttruftions to propofe a compromife of Their di^erences; and 
not Jong after fevcral perfons of diftinCtion were fent to Al^ 
mugrd^s camp, to enforce the liceniiate’s overttices, and at 
all events procrattinate matters until ine arrival of the fuc- 
cours, and the neceflary preparations were made tS compel 
this rival commander by force of arms to abandon the capi- , 
tdi* Gardhjf^ allcdges that Efpinofa reached Cuzco |)efore 
Almagro began his marefcf to the coatt, and found him fo 
elated with profperity, that he was deaf to the propofed ac- 
commodation ; although Diego de Alvarado^ with great mo* 
deration and candor, remonttrated, that the cosiditions now 
ofFeied were the very fajpe he had lately demanded. Alma^ 
grp haughtily replied, that he was xi( t to be rcftrained from 
opening a on-^rnuinication with the fea, or, in the prefent 
ilourij[hiiig ttate of his affairs, prefcribed t<3 as formerly by 
f^JWfrra, who had always^ufurped more authority than be- 
longed to him, either by the king^s ^he terms of 

the original coitf ra£f. Still, however, Efpimfa found means 
to protra&the negotiatiojn, until he was feized with a mailed/ 
that'^rried himoiFj upon which immediately bd- 
his march, and proceeded to the valley of Chinca^ leav- 
ing the government of Cuzco in tHe hapOs of Gravial di R%^ 
jas^ So near an approach required ajiT addrefs of Pizar^ * 
rg to prevent a rupture, «d eSd^vour% procure the re- 
fSeie of bis brother F^inandd. fHis committartes waited 
Almagro in Kis qrap, and were at firft refufed audkfioe. 




toflifiaipsiS tp feno ‘ 

tiifwli miurt^uts |to fraritwrs bf'^ir Telp<i^Ve!^ 
vpritn^Ris.i but , this 1iad'ii$ di%ultips, i(s 'bptb(^i!iiiedi.( 
fer«pt.Uaiit6. Whin tfte dbje^on «qis r'emoVpi}, Pnd 
pk<!(S.j^,negotiatipft pdjpjkd, Almgn^9 conttPilSoners we^ 
and their diCpatcbeis exatnined, at^hicb'themiirqttis 
pfptended to b« greatly Incehred. He denied that it vraa 
done by hie authority, apologized to diftnilTed the 

prifoners, and propofed «a perfona| conkrence, at which' 
each of the^noirernors ihould be attebded Jby twelve fele^ 
friei^s. ^ • , 

By this time Ahmgrt was infofmed fhe^preage of Pr- 
* zapra and v^p<>ra4b,^with a hundred Spaniards, whonr he had 
Ieft,in Cuzeo-, and Orgonnet feked this opportunity of pfeffing 
him to put Franctfeo Pierre tS death, while yago de Alvara-^ 
do urged it as a reafon for difmiiling him, and, coming to t 
perfefi agreement wit|^ the marr^s. He was ballancing be- 
tween thefe opinions, when he difeovered a ftratagem laid by 
Alonzo de Pizarra for feizing him during the intervievT^th 
the marquis, h'im w^uch be efeiaped very narrowly ; yet as 
the marquis difclaimed all knowledge of this perndious 
attempt, Ahnagro Bill coofented that the commifSoo- 
ers Oiould *endeavour«o*effe6l an accommodation fo benefi- 
dal to hath parties. Accordingly the arbitrators met 5 but 
differing in opinion, friar Frandfeo Botffidila was chofen 
umpire, all parties agreeing that l)e was a perfon of can- 
dor, fenfe, and integrity. Howler, when his determina- 
tion was declared, Almagro refufed to Hand by his award, 
becaufe be had aibgned Cuzeo, the city in debate, to his rival ; 
he appealed ^to the council of the Indies, and refolved to 
maintain poflleffion until their refolution was divulged. 
With thi»tt>e marquis pretended to I»e well fatished, defirfng 
that matters might remain in' the prefent poi^re, until the 
refult of a final appeal to the catholid king fhwld be known, 
and promifii^ to Kirnifh Aimagrt^vo\t)\ a fhip to convey 
deputies into Spain, provided be would relbafe his hrot^r 
Ferditt/mdo. This was the' great objedt of his policy j 
dieaded the confeqUences to his brother of coming to ah ex- , 
te&Sty, ijfhile he continued in the ftiemies powwTlJnjl hat- , 
ing now gained bis liberty, and received a confiderabte'yeiqj;^ 
fpseement from America, he threw off all di^yffe, 

afid made vigorous p^arations for retaliatih|; all tfae^u- ' 
i;ies he had fuUnmed'’^.* A ^ald was diQatcht^ re*' 


^C) This mu not the odm 
cailtisi^fbd by die Aarquitiin 


; «f the aheiendnn 
. who ndthcr. -adhiM^. 



. fti B09ry AmetiiA, 

attki^ig Iklb to tortndcr Pk!i;«> and aeqakSntidtt |Ui»i tlti|| 
awrqairl4fllL«d upon hia ^uflfilidion ip oiilsttl^kibcte «tHi«i 
coaft, quite to tke ftraits of A^eSmt by vmidk 
htf entirely excluded Jlma^s from the grant made to 
biim by tiw government. This meflage he enforced witli i 
d(!tadiinent;of feven hundred Spmijt horfe and .foot fent to 
Cieuoy pnder.tbecondu&of h(s brothers F«r£nmd$ztiA <?Muia» 
ki while he inarched with another army to (Mma^ where 
Abnagro had founded a little colony^ at which he was ibeh 
*encaniped. Advice of ahefe meafares obligel him to return 
with all poffiblo difpatch to the capital, in t^jnsA oppofitkia 
to the fentiments ojf, his lieutenant, who ad^ed an at^k 
pn doling tine abfence of the forc^ { adHrming that 
^e reduSion of this place would fecuy ip his intereft not 
only (be (hipping, but all tht^ recruits that were daily dock« 
ing from ofoer parts of the continent. Alnmgrt was &nfi« 
ble of the prudence of (hOijjHiafurd ; but he declined it, bar 
caufe he thought it a direft violation ef the rights granted 
by (he government to his adverfaryi and of confi^uence 
notnjng lefs than difobedience to the cpmmmds of his fove- 
reign. To this punftiliourrtefs we 9 ay fairly afcribe his Almagro 
ruin, though another circumftance of mifcondud; equaliy/sn^^fs^* 
contributed. He now marched bajck dircflly to Cmuo^ and 
being better acquainted with the codntry, and'his foldiers 
mote fealbned to the climate, he got before Pttunrt's de- 
tachment. Advice was brought him before he reached the 
capital, that the enemy were forced to halt in a very fickly®" 
condition in the mountaiv;is, and that, if he attackeu them, 
the whole detachment might eafi^y be deftroyed. All hia 
officers gave it as their opinion he ought to embrace fo fa- 
vourable an opportunity ; but Almngro by foqjo fatality dif- 
credited the intelligence, purfued hts march, and believed 
be (faould be perferay focure in acoomplifhing the ruin of fo 
• 

on his part to the exa^l didates rifjjldion of his rival. To 
wff equity or honour. The pre^nt his knowledge of this 
UHiop of Panama^ or Term circa niftanee« it was that he 
fUma Proper^ had been ap* perfuaded to ^dertake 

pl^ed the preceding year to the expedicioq to Chih\ and 
limits of thek- gOr when the bifliop arrived«at 
* eeriMnentSp and to alSgn Pixar^ *mat he difTua^d * him from 
** two httadred ana fet^nty making that tedious journey to 
leannes beyond the equator. Cuzco jiS execute his comn|ir- 
ana to Jl^gro two hun^d fion^pon which be returned to^ 

Icagnes more, by which ^vi- ^Panama. Hetrer^ pcc. iv. 

*lioii the marquis apprehended li!$. iii. 
would fill^Jithi^b the |a* 

tmAl 
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tmiAl a of forces* if they peefiimed to lay to C2e^* 
In faa, it appears t^at pe was determtt!^ lo atl tklb^ 
lively^ in order that his caufe might carry the more favoa^ 
able afped to the governn?ent» when he could prove Pitarro ‘ 
to be the aggreffor. Indeed his officers at length obliged him 
to break this refolution. When the enemy approached the 
cdpital, they infifted on bis giving them battle in the open 
plain. jUmagrotAemon^tUm almoft to a certainty that he 
muft deftroy them cffeflually, bv'adhcring to his defenftve 
plan; but he fl^as forced «to yield to their impetuofity* for 
fear of givW’ them difguft* or creating fufpicion of Wa 
* want of cou^3e. At this very time he was confined to his 
bed with the fatigue of fo tedious and difficult a" inarch* 
vAAch proved t^o ,ardous an undertaking for bis infirm 
co^ftitution and advanced age { but roufed with the clarhoufs 
of his foldiersj he ordered himfelf to be carried in a litter* 
and marched out of Cuzto to njeet the enemy* leaving the 
care of drawing up the troops in 'order of battle to his lieu- 
tenant. Orgonmz^s pi^an was exceeding good* bad he paid 
a proper regard to the nature of the ground, and avo]%d 
engaging himfelf pcri|')nally fo deeply in the engagement* 

. that he could not give the proper attention to the execution 

of his orders^! or feize thofe favourable opportunities which 
tife and vaiYiih in a moment. The infantry was reduced to 
one battakon* formed in a kind of column in the center* 
each fide being fupported by harquebufierS* and a fquadron 
horfc, in which Ahnagro was luperior to the enemy. 
HaiiU hf The artillery was difpofed on the rj^ht wing, while the front 
Salinas., ^as fecured by a rivulet and marfliy ground, that rendered 
all accefs laborious and hazardous. Ptzarro drew up bis 
army in a manner nearly fimilar, but with more regard to 
the ground ; Tor he took care to place his horfj on plain 
ground, where they could freely bear* down upon the hoflile 
infantry, w^hile the cavalry of Almagro was in'-anglcd in the 
Salinas^ or falt-pit^ whcoCf this battle took its name. Thia 
April 6, was the firft overfight in Qrdomez^t> plan ; for as to Ahnagro^ 
1538.* he could do nothing befides animating the foldicrs by hia 
prefence^ He was befides greatly miftaken in the opinkm 
he entertained of the enemy. He believed thdV chiefly con- 
fifieJ rajv undifeiplined recruits, **111 armed, anTfikkly^i 
' whereas in fa£i they were for ihe moft part veterans trained . 

up in the wars of C^rles^. and mufqueteers* of whom 
tb^e were only a fewNm Almagroh ^rmy. Ptzarro began 
the adlion by eroding the\ivu)iet with hb horfe; and the nrft 
difebarge proved favourable to Or^nez^ who plied his 
cillery vigoroufly, fwept qS tne entire fitft rank of the enemy^ 



mi ^iy <f^valrjr t biit bii<i,<fOiprt|» ^ 

teftroy^ t|e ffuitis that advantage. He iii0i«4 yrHii me 
Wft egainil Pizarro^ eogaged him hand to hand^ difmdnnt** 

^ him* and hid fair for a compiete vidoryt airben be recdv* 

^ a mufket-ihot in the forehead * By this ti^e the infantry 
:ame to blows, and the battle raged with great fury ; when 
I report fucfdenly fpread among the troops that Ordonnez 
tilled, which infufed fo great a p^nnic, that.difregarding vfA 
magro*$ remonftrances, they in confuuon to the dty^ 
carrying their general with the jorrent. Rizarro entered 
Cuzco with the fjugitives^, made dreadful flaugi^er^ and many 
prifoners, mod of whom were killed after qual^r was gtven» 
particularly Qrdonfhz and Pedro de Lernm^ who were 
covered with wounds. Here privalfe ^que and re- 
fentn\pnt fully gratified themfclves, ev^ryS man taRng this 
opportunity of reaking his vengeance on the unfortudkte 
prifoners. The Spanifi writers themfelvcs record fiich afis 
of cruelty as would difgraiee a natior^of favages, and even ^ 
fpeak of them with applaufe orc^nfure, juft as they 
happen to fide with one party or tl^c other, Almagroh 
life was preferved at this junflurf^ only to, be more 
malicioufly facrificed by the tbdious* forms of what bis .. . 
enemies called a legal procefs. Having beeij clofely 
prifoned fome months in the moft excruciating f^ifpence, at 
length a procefs was commenced, and an itnpyachment^;j 
drawn up, in which he was charged with having feized upon tcL 
Cuzco by force of arms 5 with occafioning the eflufion of , 
much Spanijh blood; with entering upon a clandeftine corre« 
fpondcnce and fecrct treaty with the inca Manco Capac ;*^with 
infringing on the terms of -the emperor’s grant, and en- 
croaching upon the limits of the nxarquis Pizarrys jurifdic- 
tion ; with breach of all the articles of feveral dbntraSs with 
the marquis; and vy^thiigheing two battles against his coun- 
trymen, contrary to the peace of the fovereign lord the king, 
one ox Abancay^ and another oxSalinas> Thefe and divers 
.^ther crimes and mirdemcanours of lefs moment were 
proved according to certain fornt^ of law; upon which the 
cid general was condemned to death, though he appealed to 
the emperor irhthe moft pathetic manner, implored the cle- 
mcncyof Perdinando Pzarro^ reminding him of the r^gajrd 
^lic had (hewn for his life, when he bad him entirely in his 
power, and of bis conftant refqfal to, put to death any of 
the friends or relations of Pizflrr< 7 ,yttlthough they had cx- 
prel^ the bittcreft enmity to Ijjs penon He defired Ferdi^ 
would confider how inftrumental he had been in the 
iiiccefsof the e^fpedition, and the profperityof the marquis; 

not 



ibat ht was an ol4 itifirm man, whc;, in courfe of j^tore, ha4 ^ 
jBfot long live, and that alcndfl lus whole life Im hcen ot^ 
continued ieries of toil, hardOiip. and mhfoitune; aig^% 
tnents which had no weight with Pizarr^. He had th^ est* 
prc6 orders of the marqais to remove as the only 

obflacle to his ambition and glory, imagining he &ould 
then enjoy the whole dominion of Peru without a aval : 
tl!fe fentence was therefore executed in its utmoft rigour ; -/ff- 
mugro was privately (Irangled, publickly beheaded on a fcaf^ 
fold in the great fquare of his body Gripped naked 

by the cxecuyoner, and*" then left expofed for the greateft 
part of ther^% without a tiicnd to pay thclaft duties to his 
remains* 1 fljffe were all in cuflody< and their enemies 
were too refentment tft liften to the 

didateaiof humfnit<;'. At lafj the corpfe was carried off by 
ana old Have of the who wrapped it in a^coarfc 

cloth, and buried it in the inolt devout manner he could, 
at the hazard ol hi& own life ; di^racing, by this aft of com- 
panion, the more goyihed and civilized chrifiians. 1'hus 
peri(hcd, by the malj^ce of his enemies, the cntcrpiifim^ vi- 
gilant, aftive, <'»nd fyblick-fpiiited Almagroy in the feventy- 
fifih year of his age,\ fincerely regretted by his friends, and 
cfpecially the Indians^ who regarded him as their parent and 
proteftor, j|ainll the rigpur o? the other Spanijh commander, 
and honoured his aihes with the unfeigned tears of forrow* 
ful afic£fion(D), 


(D) We have already men 
iioned that Almagro was of oh 
feure birth, and mean 
tion, being ignorant of n a- ng 
and writings; but he was an 
excellent oiii<;er and generous 
friend, ar admirable citizen, 
reduced fojnetimes into anjufti- 
liable afts, by the extent of his 
authority, by the bppofitiod of 
Pfzarr9f or by anibiuon>^He 
was the forger of his own for- 


r une, and had by dint of merit 
alUue afeended to a greatei 
jicipht of riches and power th.iB 
pr5y''.e perfon of the age, 
ur lef^ V r except his colleague, 
and the e:)nqucror of Mexico, 
Uh eliate and power he left to 
an only Ton hehad by an Indiem 
woman ; bu t you ng Aimigro was 
nqjt only difpoHeiT^ of his efta|e 
by the marquis, but fem a pri« 
foncr to him* Gfrul* lib. U* 
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which we ^ve a fuccinSf Relatim df ths Wm m 
Chili, and the feveral Rebellions raifid in Peru, 
either by the tyranny of the Governors^ or tie Ambi- 
tion\of*the Spanilh Planters. ^ 


H E barbarity of the Pizarro faflion, far from produjcJr|g Cottje- 
• -■* the intended cfFefi of gaifliiig an milirphed authority, y 

fcrved only to a^uj^ment** the number of their \nernics. Alter 
th? victory, Ferdinando perfccutecl with unre Voting feverity proceed- 
all the friend j of Ahnagro^' 2 ,vA drove them lyt of CuziO^ QX ings. 
confined them in dungeon*?, for fea’’ tlyV endeavour to 
rcvrqge the ignominious d.a^h <d tlu^Sfealer, His friends, 
who had fiatteicd thcmfclve'^vitti ihiniig in the fpoils ofAl* 
f/i(igroy and being appointed to the governmeat of provinces, 
began to relax in their zcalfVjn findinJtheir expeflations dif- ♦ 
appointed* Aimagro\ treafures wcielretaincd in the hands 
of the Pizarrosy unjler pretence thatlthey inufi be accoun- 
table for them to the catholic king ;f and to obviate all in- 
conveniences w'hich might arife from their chagrin, Fcrdi'- 
nando was careful to employ them in diftarrt conjqijefts, which 
might gratify their ambition and ^v^rice. Accordingly fe- " 
vcral of his own difeontented officers, and alfo ifij moft po- 
k pular of Almagrd^^ party, were feiit with flender detacbmenta 
^ Upon different dangerous en; ‘editions, to prevent their exa- . ' 
mining too curioufly into hi ^ c<4idu£l. However, fo gc^^eral • 
appeared the difcontents, atrer the execution of AlmagrOy that 
Fpdinando found :t iKCtfiitry i^i^ifitthe court of Spain in 
perfon } and, by a juviicioui; ap^.hratron of the vaft treafuitea 
-which he now pollcfil-d, to Itrcen himfelf ag^tuvft the hitfter' 
accufation of Jago de Alvarado^ then guardian young AU 
magtify who Itad lately gone over with a view of eilabltfiting 
the fights oT the minor, and bringing the Pizarrgs to a fe- 
, ^vere account. He appeav^d at court with* a brilliant retinoC) 
diftributed the gold and filver xstperu with the utmoft libe- \ 

Fality^ pleaded the neceffity of the meafurea he had taken 
with great addrefs ; and was, notwithftanding, conduced to 
the prifon of Medina Jul Campoy in wbich he retnainedNc^n-- 
^fined for the fpace of twenvy^three years. It ?s generally 
believed that he muft have atoned with his life for tb(^ in- 
juries done to Almagroy had not the death of Alvarado 
ped the profecution ; an?/evcnJ- fo fudde^i,* that firong fufpi- 
••eioos remained of hU having been podoned by the agents 
Pistarro. 


Bt 
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Ami^ Pimrn^ tiie ifrnote ivWgbt ijf of 

^ . PiTu fell upon the &ou1ders of th^ marqul$i'% ia ^fittc|^^ 

^ time, when he moft required the affillance of fhtthfiSil firietils^ 
and able counfcllors. Indians had again recpuafe to 
arms, cither to revenge the death of Jtmagrd^ or to profit 
by the divifions among the Spaniards^ ^ho now found them*' 
fflvcs more hardly prclTedj even when their numlfers were 
greatly increafed, than when theyfirft entered upon the con- 
queft with a handful of men only. The Indians were 
animated witl;(i revenge ;oand had bffidcs overcome the con- 
ftemation>an|^ terror which had feized them on the firft fight 
of firc-arms^hnd horfes. What they formerly conceived to 
be the thund^of J?cavcn, they were (cnfible^was no more 
than a contrivance^ human genius; and they bad taken 
fe);eral horfes whfey'^they ventured to ufe againft tlye Spa- 
niardsy demonllrating by this, * and the improvements in the 
art of war they had o?ade fince the arrival of Pizarro in Peruy 
that they were extrenely ingenTSus and imitative. In fcveral 
encounters they defj^ted the Spamardsy fought them with 
their own weapons, ^and were not even afraid or ignorant 
of the ufe of faiulkdfs, fome of which they had taken in 
diflFcrent engagements. The relation given by the royal 
hiftorian Da^la Vagay of an a£lion between fome Spanijh ca- 
valiers, of Whom Gor&.afo Pizarro was one, all well mounted, 
armed, aad cafed in armour, and feven naked Indiansy fuf- 
ficcntly evince the ftri£l courage and aftivity of the latter. 
The Peruvians were indeed defeated, but it was after a ga.'- 
lant rcfiilance, and wounding tbjee of the enemy. This 
happened in the province of Charcasy where Pizarro com- 
manded a confiderablc body oT troops, and fought fcvcral 
bloody und^cifive battles, until he was at length reduced to 
the neceflity of fending for fuccour to the marquis. When 
the invalirablc mines of Potoji wercr difcovered, then fuch 
crowds of adventurers flocked to this province, that the na- 
tives weie at laft yompelied to fubmit, after a moft obftinate 
. defence. » 


In ^bc Spaniards^w ftill Icfs fuccefsful, that brave 
to Chili, people difputing every inch of ground. ^11 the provinces 
fubjefl to the inca of Peru had fubmitted to Almagroy who 
faatr {ike^ife reduced feme of tlK fouthern' provinces, 
and was in a fair way of extending his conquefis, 

1540. circumftances obliged himeto return to Cuzco. Paldivia^ who 
hhd learned the rudiments of war in Italy y and was deemed 
one of the beft Spa,ii/h officers in Americay was now fent thi- 
ther by Pizarro. All the provinces which owned the 


reigniy ^ 
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reigntjr ^ the incas, fubmitted with little difficulty to the * ^ ^ 

Spamards^\io took upon themfekes the authority of the 
pbmperor, and a^ted in ail refpedls as a regular legiflature. Aa 
Valdivia advancedj tbeobArudion was greater; the confede^ 
rated caziques save him frequent 1)attle| and difplayed great 
courage and remlution ; but they could not prevent his pe* 
netratir^ es far as the valley of Mafmh 9 ^ which he fotind St. Jago 
incredibly fruitful and populous. Here he /ounded the city de la Na- 
of St-JagOy building a caflie for the defence of the ncw^v^a Eftra* 
•colony and fccurity of the gold /nines in *he ncighbour^n^^d^f** . 
hood, in which he force3 the natives to labour t 'T\)p£hifians^ 
greatly exafperafed at this work of iervitude,dtprfnined upon 
revenge; to accom pi ifh which, it was rcfolvdS to attack the 
fort when the*horfe were gone out to ; but the con- 

fpiracy being difeovered, the •ringlcacIfijjFwfcrc capitally ou- 
llilhcd^ This fufpended the^cfign ofithe Chilians, but did 
not break their refolution of rcaking thiir vengeance the firft 
opportunity that offered. Valdivia iiJagining himfelf per- * 
fedly fecuze, fet out on his foraging expldition, and had fcarce 
proceeded eight leagues when the ChiluAs took arms, attacked 
the caftle commanded by Alonzo de A^fnroy,^with great im-^ 
petuofity, and continued the afTault froin morning until nighty 
fortifying themfelves within the enclofures ancL yards made 
by the Spaniards to their houfes. On this occaudii a Spanijh 
lady exerted an extraordinary degree of brutal courgge, Ap- 
t^rehending left the Indian caziques imprifoned in the fore % 
l^ight recover their liberty, and render the infurreftion more ^ 
general, Ihe feized a hatchet, and, with aftonilhing bpld- ' 
nefs and cruelty, hewed tlfcm in pieces with her own hand. . 

Even this aft of favage feroeity did not produce the efFeft; 
xhzSpaniaids found themfelves fo hard prcfl'i^d^ that they 
were forced to abandon the fort, and march to # plain in the 
neighbourhood, fkirted Igr a river. Here the few horfc that 
remained bad room to aft, and performed wonders; although 
it was not pofli\)le to hinder the enemy from fetting fire to 
all the outworks, by whicji the pT*ovifions* and ftorcs were k 
ednfumed. Valdivia returned ijcKuic mean time, obtained a ^ 
complete viftory, began witjvthc utmoft diligence to repair 

S 5 ; but gonccivcd fo high an opinion of the free fpirit 
ur of the nativefiij that he immediately wrote tol^r|< 
nforcement, and was fo&n joined by a body*of troops 
aptijia Pajhna, , 

ball purfue this fubjeft, to avoid interruption in outr 
of, the civil divifions ig Peru, f^tdivia had fcarce 
rci^luced the enemy to obedience, when his life was endan- 
gered by his own troops, who murmured at the fatigue of 
A Mod. Hist. Voi. XXXVIII. B b rebuilding 
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rebuiMing the outworks, and the fcarcity that pi^^ailedT A 
plan had been formed for the murder of the g^^eral ; ^ 

fome information of it coming to the ears of Valdivia^ Ht ^ 
banilhed the ringleaders, and fuppreiTed the commotion. After 
this he affumed the title of governor of CA/7/, and behaved 
with fuch gallantry, that, after many bloody Iky-hjijlhes, the 
Mines of Indians of the vale fubmitted. Immediately he m them to 
Quilotta. work in the mines of ^iktia; and they proved fo rich in 
gold, that for the fecurity of the Spaniards^ and to keep the 
'^'Indian labourers in awe, he built atfort, in which he placed 
a ftrohg taiiifon. Next he propofed tOotrade to Peru by 
fca, and li^twife to open a communication by land ; for 
which purpo((^l^^>buih a frigate on the rive/r, and detached 
a party of hork* A the vale of Guafcoy under Menroy^ and 
another to the valSfe^f Copidpo^ to proceed from thence to 
Peru^ which was sB extremely difficult and arduous under- 
taking. As Menrtk was prep^ing to pafs the defert of Ata^ 
cama^ the Indians fe^ fuddenly upon him, defeated his party, 
and obliged him a^id Pedro de Meranda to cfcape on their 
unfadlcd horfe^, cohered with wounds. An entire ignorance 
of the country occ^ Honed their afterwards falling into the 
hands of an Indian general, whofe name was Coteo. They 
were carfred prifoners, to the chief cazique of the vale, 
whofe lady commil^rating their misfortunes, had them un- 
bound ^nd taken into favour; by which means they foon 
cfcaped to Peru^ after fuffertng incredible hardfhips in 
tedious journey. From thence he returned with a reinforce- 
ment of fixty men, and thereby enabled Valdivia to purfuc 
his conquefts. 

Mean time the fortune of war was changeable; in ge- 
neral the^Spaniards were fuccefsful in their expeditions, but 
they alfo fuftained a variety of defeats and loHes. At laft 
the difturbanccs in Peru occafioncd Valdivta\ being recalled, 
with fome of his officers and foldiers, and the care of pur^ 
fuing the conqueft was, committed to Francefco de Vellagea^ 

I "'^bo was conftituted his licuienant. During his abfence 
n^'funderftandings arofc between his lieutenant and Pedro 
^nfards ^bo had procured a grant from the crown 

” * of Sfam, of the government of the farther parts of Pe7 u a’ .1 

'CiSi/i. De HoZf in confcquence o^lhis grant, expc£fed, 
a good deal of reafon, that he ought to fuccced to theA'i^- 
^mand of the forces, and have the chief dire£fion ii|^e ab- 
^ fence of Valdivia. He had even a fuperior right to^ldivid 
himfelf; nor would he fubmit to this general, who Held 
commiffion only of Pizarro, except on condition that*fhe 
richeft provinces of Chili (hould affigned to him; 
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iirhichf^Uma was obliged to reft fatisfied. however, upon * > « 

his depa||ure, ViUagea came to a rupture with Be Hoz^ feized, 

I imprifoned, condemned, and put him to death, whether by 
his oi^h authority or the orders of his fuperior, is uncertain. 

Tliis only is related, that Valditia appeared to be well plea- 
fed wUb the conduA of his lieutenant, and the removal of 
a perl^ Who could not help regarding him in the light of 
an ufurpcr. The Chitiam made their advantage of the civil 
divifions among the Spaniards^ attacked tfie garrifons of Co^ 
piapo and Coquinba^ and after putting all the Spaniards to the 
fword, demolifhed the* towns. J^llageaYimR^i 
hard prefled in the town of St. J^go^ and m p probably have 
furrendered, had itot Valdivia leafonaWy arj/ved to his aiEf- 
tance, with a ftrong reinforcement, i\\t Indians vtixh, 

great refolution, forced thtyn to the fiege, drove 

therA out of the valleys of dCopiapo a^ Coquinbo^ rebuift the 
towns they had deftroyed, marched|o the fouthward, and 
after crolSng the river obligel the warlike provinces * 

to receive the yoke, after they had wfhftood all the attempts 
of the incas cf PerUy and of AlmagrX the firft Spanijh gene- 
ral who had penetrated their frontier! • 

VALDIVIA had adlivity, refolution, and a genius turned • 
to projeds. He now entered upon a fcheme of great ex- 
tent and hazard, crofled the large jfvers MauUe and HatOy q%g CM- 
traverfed a vaft fpace of country, and founded^he city La liana rife 
ConceptioHy on the South-fea coaft. He had likewife eredled the 
^feveral other towns and fortrelles in diflerent parts of Chiliy S|. niardi* 
in order to bridle the natives ; which fo enraged this (irave 
people, that they aiTemffled in crowds, fell upon the new ^ 
city, harrafled the garrifon with perpetual attacks, and were 
very near deftroying the whole Spanifi army. However, in 
defpite of all their endeavours, Valdivia confi|»Teted the for-^" 


tifications of La Conc^piiony put it in a pofture to rcfift all 
the power op^the enemy, and then advanced with all his 
forces towards the plains of Angoly and^crofling the great 
river Biobioy founded th^ city cSlled Imperialy on a hill, 
^the confluence of two rive^ about forty leagues to the 
fouthward of Conception. Spaniards allcdge that the 
neighbouring, fertile valley contained above fourfeore thou- 
sand Indian inhabitan4s, who gave them no moleftatihq in 
^uilding, being of a peaceable difpofition. They were even 
IM^e as to fufler Valdivia to parcel put their lands among 
thyipqniarJsy remaining themfelves like flaves attached to 
thf glebe. Valdivia was injefatigablew m eflablifliing the 
^SpaniJh power, by founding colonics. About fixteen leagues 
to the eaftward of the,city Imperial^ he laid the foundation 
^ ' B b 2 of 
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of Filla Ricat fo called on account of the wealth^ the gmd 
mines found there; but he involved himfelf in dimulties, by^ 
extending his conquefts beyond ^vhat his flrength wa^rapable^ 
of maintaining. By exteading his forces over the tace of 
fo large a country, he weakened every part in fuch a manner 
as j[evived hope in a people who watched with thq d ffeft at-* 
tcntion for the opportunity of recovering their liberties. How- 
ever dreadful the hre-armst horfes, ana armour of the Spa^ 
niards^ appeared to naked, iimple Indians^ fervitude proved 
{^fil-inore intolcxrable; and* the Cbilejums refolved to put all to 
hazard, fathe/ than endure fetters fo galling to their free 
fpirit. In thAcourfe of war they difeoyered that the Spa- 
niards were vul\^kV and mortal men like theiiifclves, which 
helped to courage ; they aflcmbled in great 

numbers, and douDn||P not bu^they fhould be able, b^ dint 
of pcrfcverance and liperior ffrength, to expel the ufurp- 
ing infolent ftrangeii • Had a^ the natives of Chili joined 
in this opinion, they inuft have infallibly executed their pro- 
jeS ; but amidft fuchK variety of nations of different cuiloms 
and fentiments, /t wal| impoilible to find them all in the fame 
difpofuion. Some wc|c tame and pacific, preferring the yoke 
of the Spaniards to the tumults of war ; others were war- 
like and braT/e, regaij^diqg rubje£^ion to a foreign power as 
the moft dreadful of all calamities. Full of thefe generous 
fentlmcnfc, the latter took arms. The Aracceans in particular, 

. the moft intrepid people in Chili^ and who had given Valdi-/ 
via the greateft trouble, all rofe to a man, exafperaterd 
at the treatment of the Spaniards^ When this people had 
fubmicted before, Valdivia, in fhe diftribution of the lands, 
had reienred this valley to himfelf, on account of its extra- 
ordinary wd^th and fertility. I'he natives were fet to dig 
in the mines, and fubjeifted to the ftripes and abufe of the 
Spaniards Who fuperintended the latiour. Penfible how in- 
tolerable this ufage muft feem to a people ihiaccuftomed to 
fubje£lion, he erected three caftlcs in the valley, to keep them 
in awe, and garrifoned ftrongfy, while he went upon ano- 

ther expedition, in fcarch of'feiincs which had a ftill higher 
reputation. Of this circumftancl! the Aracceans availed them- 
felvej, engaged the whole country in the canfpiracy, an^f* 
defied the celebrated and variant Capaulican for their lea^t 
and general. 

^ It is feldom that the Indians condufi their feheme^ith 
the necefiaiy fecrecy. Valdivia received notice of the inmded 
rebellion, he returned fuddehly to the valley of Jbraaea f but • 
before he appeared, fourteen thoufand of the natives were af- i 
ftmbled m arms, determined to ihed the: h& drop of the^ 
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bloU, de attacked them with his cavalry, obliged them to 
Retreat tj|^he woods, but could not obtain a vi^ory, for Capanli* 

* hey c^Minued to Tally out with fury, maintaining a kind can’/ un* 
of aunwing fight, and harraifing the Spaniards with per- duii. 
petual fatigue and watching. The experience acquired from 
thefe fl%^ilhes was improved by Copaulican in a manner which 
evincedlnls military genius. He obferved that fighting with 
fuch a number of undifeiplined troops, ferve<J only to difordcr 
the whole, and contribute to his defeat, the confufion of 
*thc front communicating itfelf to the wings and rear, in 
fuch a manner jthat the firft aflault of the ^'ptf«{^''l:avalry 
generally determined the fortune of the dayA This incon«- 
venience he (j^termlned to remedy, by dividing his forces into 
battalions of a thoufand each, which fiOuPV charge the ene- 
my bj^ turns, and thus fupport the e^y’^tjjgei^ient at plcaf;|rc, 
without fatigue or danger A the wl^»!e army. He repre- 
fented to his countrymen, that the l%anijh cavalry did not 
exceed a hundred and fifty Iben, agailfi whom a battalion 
of the brave Chilefxam would be able lo make a confidorablc 
(land, notwithfianJing the fuperiority oltheir arms and horfes^ 
and that this corps relieved by anothe/, an(f that by a third, 
would ncccffarily, in the end, fatigue, ^ifhearten, and exhauft 
the Spaniards. He dcfifed they would make trig! of this new 
method j and the iffue proved anf\freriblc to his^wifh. Cj- 
paulkan was too prudent to cxpeil that a fingW battalion 
^ould defeat the enemy ; and he only required, that when the 
Tbldicrs found thcmfelves hard preffed, they would retire lei- 
furcly into the rear, and ^lly thcmfelves behind cover, with- 
out difordcring the reft of the forces, in order to renew, in 
their turn, the charge. Evbry thing was executed to his 
order \ the firft battalion engaged with great resolution, and 
a calmncfs that greatly aftonilhed the Spaniards, After fuf- 
fering the whol^weigNc of the battle as long as was thought 
ncceflary, theyrfetire^ with great deliberation, and were fuc- 
ceeded by another body; which having difc|?arged the requir ed 
duty, retreated in the lame order,*and made room for a thirJj^ 

^n this manner keeping up air unintermilting engagement, 
for the fpacc ot feven ojp^wght hours, until the Spaniards 
^rew quite faint for want of rcfrcflimcnt, and retired prcci- Valdivia^ j 
^lately Valdivia oriered them to poflefs a pafs al Topic taken ami 
ffeance from the field, to fto*p the purfuit. The fruits of put to ^ 
tlw^dcr were blafted by ♦he treachery of his page, a Chile^- death* 
who took this opportunity of deferting to his counfty-, 

\ acquainted them with tbc Spanijh generars defign, and 

^ Vx«A|^Iib. vii. cap. xxiii* p« 287. 
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dfreAed them to gain the pafs before the arrival 6f tKcencij^* 
Make ufe, faid he, of the advantage which the have ^ 
“ put into your hands to recover the liberties of yovi^^coun- 
“ try, and to refeue it from deftru£fion, by (bedding thfc bIcod 
of thofe thieves and traitors.” When he had fpqkc thefe 
ahijQnating words, he took up a fpear, placed the 

head of a body of Chilejsans^ charged the Spaniards v^ifh great 
fury, while anotner detachment icized upon the pafs, agree- 
able to his diredlions. Valdivia and his troops were now 
tfjwlofr»d on every fide, and too much exhaufted to make 
any confioerab'e refiftancc. The Indians put alt to death 
without pity oiijrcmorfe, except Valdivia and a prieft, whom 
they took prifontPi^,^d bound to a tree, until they had flaugh- 
tered all the reft qV ^^^Spantards, When they had fully fa- 
tiat^ their revenge, rnd deftrpyed both men and horfes, 
they carried Valdivia pound before their general Capaulican^ 
who cruelly ordered n.m to be R'lt to death. Writers differ 
in the relation of thistevent. According to Garcthffi^ feme 
alledge, that his trealherous page Lauteru, having firft re- 
viled and rcproa<:Jit*d I im, then flew him with his own hand ; 
others fay he was boued to a tree, and his brains dafhed out 
with a club, by order vf the Chikftan genera! ; while others 
affirm, ihatathe hidiani pQured melted gold down his throat, 
bidding him fatiate himfelf with that metal, after which he 
^ ihirfled fo* violently. GarcilaJJo f[^aks of the death of this 
, brave and unfortunate commander in a manner ftil! different,/ 
and more tragical. He relates, that Eranerjeo de Rinos, whft 
was at that time an officer in ChH\ affirmed on his return 


to Peru^ that the Indians pafled jhc night lucceeding the vic- 
tory, in mirth and feftivity, dancing round a great fire, upon 
. which thcy^roiled pieces of Valdivia^ flefh before his own 
eyes, and eat it luxurioufly, until he at length expired with 
lofs of blood, and the extremity of tbrtwre/i All the Spanljh 
writers agree, that they made flutes and otbeVinftruments of 
hib'bones, and preferved tis flcull as a monument of their 
^ victory, which they celebr^^jd by'an annual fcflival. As tp 


Lauteru^ his ferviccs wctc jutij,ed to he of fuch importance, 
that he was raifed to the high fl^uiofl of lieutenant-general 
to Qipaulican^ in which capacity he dirplayed the vigour 
hib genius^ and boldnefs of bis courage, in divers cngagA 


ments 


Tarther ,The defeat and AtztW oi Valdivia foread Confier^ion 
fuecejfes of among all the Spaniards in Ch 'di^ who now apprehendedwhat 
the Chile- the revolt of the jffacceans wOlild become gcr.eral. His feu- • 
tenant Vellagea^ who was then at Conception^ nc fooncr he*ird ^ 
the news, than he afTcmbled the tr^oops difperfed in diflereqg^ 


proviBircsfa; 
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and being reinforced with feireral thoufiind of his ' 
iet out for the valley of Araccea^ to revenge the 
^eath^emis general. CapaulUan did not chufe to encounter 
fo powwjl an army in the open f^ld \ but he artfully retired 
by fuch ^ntle fteps as convinced the Spaniards that he was 
too fapporc their weight, and drew them on gra- 

dually inft> rough, unequal ground, and a country covered 
with wood, and filled with defiles, where the horfe was nrii- 
^ ferablv entangled, and rendered entirely ufcfefs. Having oc- 
*cupied all the palTcs ip fuch a rpanner as to prevent the 
Spaniards from <^tricating themfelves, he boldly faced^ Aout, 
attacked Fellagea in front, flank, and rear, aod ordered his 
people to conic imftiediately to clofc battle,/vith a view of 
deftroying the cflFe<9s of the fire-arms, is he event was fimilar 
to thaj of the preceding Spaniardi were 

routed with the lofs of near^three thojlfand men, inciudtng 
the auxiliary Indians^ and the vigors ‘^ent all their ftrength 
againfl the Spanijh colonies.^ Lauteru[;mzvc\\tA at the head 
of a great army to La Conceptiony wh!^:h he deftroyed upon 
finding it abandoned by the SpaniardX He then laid fiegc 
to the city hnperial\ and after ‘continuing* for fome weeks 
before the walls, was forced by the h^vy rains to rellnquilh 
the enterprife ; a fortunate accident, jwhich the pious Spa^ 
niards aferibed to the interpofition 5f Ihe virgin Mary^ who, 
they affirmed, made her appearance to the whol^garrifon ; 

alferrion which we have the fame reafon to believe, as that 
roe tutelary Saint Jago fought their battles againft the Indians 
on horfeback. ^ ♦ 

Undismayed by the unfortunate iffuc of this under- 
taking, and the miracles wft)ught before his eyes in favour 
of the Spaniardsy if one may credit their writers, the IncUan 
general Lauteru refolved to fruftrate the defign^f the enemy 
to rebuild La (Mception^ With this view he marched di- 
rcSly to that o<fy, drove the Spaniards from their works, and 
again reduced the whole to afhes. After which he laid fiege 
to St. JagOy w^ith intentioa todemolifh alf the Spanijh ZetTftK^ 

^ents in CJ/iliy as thefe were >irie greateft obftacle to the re- 
covery of public libtrty. ^ere he was killed by an arrow, 

[jgfter he brougiTt the garrilon to extremities; upon which the 
^Mefiansy di{heartene(K)y the lofs of their general^ raifatJ the 
^ e and withdrew. Several other hoftilities were commlt- 
both fides 5 and the natives M'erc in general fo fortunate 
their atteme^ that the governor of PerUy fearing the fefs Garcia de 
of hit whole flDnqueft, finle(f the mod vigorous meafures Mendoaa 
V^e taken, determined upon fending his (on Don GarJa/fftt toQhi-^ 
^ ALtnd6za(wi\]^ a powerful army, to fupprefs the rebellion, h. 
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From this circumfiance we may judge of the ted?bufae/^^^f 
the war, and the difficulty of the conqueft, it bcir^n9iir 
fpacc of ten years fince Valdivia\ firft arrival in Chili^ 
purfued his inftru< 9 ion$ to^ reduce the wit^^Chut* 

moft vigilance ; he encountered the Indians upon dtV jrs oc- 
calions with various fuccefs, and was at laft h fo^^nate as 
tonmake Capaulican prifoncr, whom he put to death, order 
to ftrike terror into his adherents. However, all the abilities 
of Mmdeza were infuiHcicnt to bring the war to an iffue. 
The Chilefians^ though repeatedly defeated, were never difpi* 
r'llcdv on the contrary, misfortune drove J^em to derpatt) 
and they determined to gratify their revenge at the cxpence 
of the laft drdp of their blood. They'Vaifc4^. frefh forces, 
mounted cavalrjr, w^ch they had taken from the Spaniards^ 
valour,r ruined almoft all the §pmfjh 
1C end oP fifty years, remained uncon- 


fought with difciplM^'**^ 
fetUements, and, at 
quered. 

As it would great 
litn of tht to relate every minut 
war, we fliall touc 
related by the royal h: 
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exceed tht limits of a general hiftory 
^ circumftance of this long and bloody 
^only upon a few material particulars 
orian De la Vega^ whit h will convey 
a fufficient idea of thi mifery which the Spaniards fuftained, 
and the obftinacy w'itfi which the Cbilefmn pcrfifted in the 
defejice of freedom. IWhcn Garcilajfa was in Spain in the 
year i6o(}, he received the following advices from a corre- 
ipondent then rcfiding in the country; That, on the 29th dajN 
of November 1597, a body of Clilefums^ amounting to fiwf 
thoufand horfe and foot, two hundred of whom were clothed 
in armour taken from the Spaniards, took the city Imperial 
by furprife, put all the Spaniards to the fword, and reduced 
the place to aflics. On this occafion, near four hundred Spa^^ 
niards^ men,' women, and children, were facrificed to the fury 
of the conquerors. The fame writer-acquAints us, that four 
years after he received a letter, informing Nim, that of the 
thirteen different towns and cities built by the Spaniards in 
fix were deftroyed by the Indians ; namely, Valdivia^ 
Imperial^ Angd^ Santa in Cbiloe^ and La Conap^ 

tion. ‘‘ They ovenhrew, comkmed, and laid dcfolatc the 
houfes and habitations of the Spaniards^ d /(honoured andj 
p.cyihancd the temples, obfcurcd-che brightnefs of ths^ 
faith ana devotion which ftibne in thofe pares, and fp elatj 
“ the fpirits of the Indians by their fuccefs, that they*^^ 
*^bold and confident, omitting no oppu. runity of 

and deftroying the churches and monaftei:^cs with fitef nd 
fword ! Theyalfo learned, adds the famt writer, miiy- 
arts and ftratagems of war. V^hen thjy 'uefieged 
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f Xkfarnttf they fo hemmed in the Spamards with their * * 

^at they could receive no fuftenance, except a few 
^etabieS) which they were obliged to procure at the 
; of defperate fallies* In the laft fiege which the 
L laid to Ofarno^ they furprifed and killed the centi- 
nered the town, butchered the children, chained 
iie woinen, and cxerctfed every zSt of barbarity ; but 
while they were thus employed, the Spaniard recovered from 
“ their confternation,fnatched the critical moment, fell upon 
the IndianSf and obligfd them to fly with great precipitation, 
leaving their J>ooty behind.** Thefe arc the words Of the 
jefuit l)a Cajlro^ quoted by La Vega^ who likewife adds to 
the fame purgofe, that the laft victory obtaini^ by the Indians 
was at Villa, Ricdy with great effufion of Spanijh blood. They 
fee fire to the four-quarters of the tov^, and killed all the 
friars of Saint Dominique^ S 8 in( Fran* V, and the Marcedas^ 
with all the other clergy, carrying theqwomcn into captivity, . 
many of whom were ladie^of diftin<.tion and high quality. 

Thefe were judgments, fays La which God permits 
“ in his fccret providence for the chalfjfcment of mankind 
and were it allowable to judgef of the dil^cnfations of tho 
divine will, they might be called punifhments on the 
Spaniards^ for the wanton oppreflionsJand unheard-of cruel- 
ties cxerciTed upon the innocent ^nl brave natives, whofe 
country they invaded, whofe treafures they plundered, and 
whofe perfons they enflaved, under the barefaced diH^uife of 
Vropagating the mofi humane and benevolent of all religious 
inftifutions. * • 

Bcfore wc quit this* fuWeft to return to the affairs oi 
PiTu^ it maybe proper wc •mould mention the plan formed Brewer’/ ; 
by the Hollanders for profiting by the Ioffes of Uic Spaniards^ expeditie^ 
and eftablilhing colonies in Chilis concluding they would beto C'lilii 
well received b^he natives, if they declared theanfelves the 
foes of their in veterate and implacable enemies. In the 
year 1642, the Dukh If yi- India company eQuipoecLa fqua- 
dron under admiral Brewery whfch failed from the 
^the month of Novembevy fu^cd confiderably in doubling - 
Cape Horny and arrived ^thc month of May following on 
the coaft of €hili. A /arty of fifty foldicrs being landed, 
encountered a troop «of SpaniJI^ horfe, defeated ^thcni,* and 
took poflefton of the town of Caveltnappa. ^Afterwards 
|eet fteered for the ifland of Cbilocy and the appearance of 
')utch diffulod^uch a pannic among ^the inhabitantsrof 
\trOy that th^ removal thfir effe^lsf and fet fire to tho* 
Frot:^me relation given by fome Spanijh and Indian 
. pmoners tjifEy ipadc, aiyrhe particulars above related of the 
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war were confirmed, with a thouTand circumftafices 
gravated the tniclty and infolence of the Spaniurit^ 
miy credit the Dutch accounts, the Chihjtans this 

time, expreflcd the utmoft*dctcfetron of the Spaniar^^ lind 
were contriving the means of throwing off the gaPVnT^ bon- 
dage. One of the natives came on board with tho'head of 
a Sj^aniurd^ whom he had juff killed, and declare/ (hat his 
countrj^men only waited the return of the dry feafon to gain 
their friends at Ofamo and Baldivia^ and begin a general 
infurredlion. The Dutch 'Commandc** Brewer died before 
any progrcfs was made in the fcheme concerted by the /fj/?- 
India company .1 and to this unfortunate event is the mif- 
carriage of the Expedition afcribed. He had firmed an al- 
liance with the Chilifiansy five hundred of whom he had on 
board the fleet, witb 'tyhom his'T|ucccflbr fet fail for Bal/iiviay 
Carrying with him th#‘ body of the deceafed admiral, as he 
had defircd to be interred in thal^nty. At Baldhia the Dutch 
found only a few mAruments of its former grandeur, the 
place where the city ftcbd b6ing over-grown with weeds and 
buflies ; they were cvej difappointed in their hopes of meet- 
ing with treafurc.' Here they extended the treaty with the 
Chikjiansy a great number of caziques agreeing to join them 
againft the ^uniardsy *>0 the prornife made by Dutch of 
fupplying them with arms and military ftores ; but they rc- 
fufed to ^nter upon a written contratS, declaring that a parole 
' engagement and verbal prornife was as obligatory as fcals 
arid written parchment. They fuffered the Dutch to build‘ 
a fort j but when a propofal was riade of trafficking, land 
^ exchanging gold for arms, the caziques expreffed their jea- 
loufy, and immediately declared there were no gold mines 
in their coun*^y. In a word, the Dutch found reason to ap- 
prehend, that whatever enmity the Chileftans entertained a- 
gainft the Spemiardsy they would jolfl witfi^^them to expel 
the Grangers ; and therefore they very prudcfftly withdrew, 
difappointed tr Europe. 

f We left the marquis Pizarro dcTtpIy engaged in reducing 
the diftant provinces, and iif^,extcnding the dominion of 
the Spaniards over countries til! entirely unknown. By 
fhe ijumbcr of detachments which^he made/ his army was 
fo much Weakened, that the Peruvians agpin ventured iJ 
have recourfc to arms, and would certainlJf have rccoycrj^ 
thyr liberties, but for the aid furniflied th^^Spaniards by^J^ 
^Indian vaffals, whe difeovered all the pa(res^;nd ftrong 
and fupplied them with provifio^i and intelligcfJre. In the plp- 
vince of Los Choreas y the natives made violem^ftruggles 
preferve their liberties. Gonzah Ai^arro had bectl detached^ 
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|uce that province, and, after repeated battled, v^as fur-* 
fd fo diftrdTed bjr the Indians^ that the marquis 
ceiTary to march in perfon to his relief, with all 
Garcilaffo alledges tha^ he only fent a reinforce- Gonzilo 
-ig out that he would go in perfon if neceflary ; PizarroV 
— — J%pzalo was relieved by a miracle wrought in his expedition 
favour by Sr. before the arrival of the fuccours: certain to Caneta. 
it is, that the province was reduced after qj^uch bloodlhed, 
and that Gonzak was then detached to the province of Ca* 

*nefa^ to enter upon ftjjl more pnriious adventures. The 
difficulties whiclvhe combated in this expedition^ furpafs de- 
feription. .After fuftaining the united efforts of famine, fa- 
tigue, difeafe, sand bther calamities, he arrived on the banks 
of the river of Amaxom^ where he built a kind of (hip, which 
he committed to the charge ‘of Orellana^ with intention to 
fupply his forces with provifion; but Orellana deferted^ia 
intereft, and, to crown Gon^alo^s misfortunes, not only left * 
him deflitute of every means of fubfifteftce, but entertained 
the treacherous feheme of procuring a grant of the country 
for himfelf j with which purpofe he fe'^ fail for Spain. Gm- 
zah having eat up all his provifion and Hbrfes, was then 
reduced to feed upon roots, herbs, ^id the ilefh ofcinfefts 
and reptile^ the very fight of whichiwould naufeate a lefs 
craving appetite. Many of his p4opfc peri(hea*for hunger, 
all were almoft ffarved with cold, the apparel upih which 
^they began the expedition bein^ worn to tatters. ^he ut- 
hioft difficulties were combated in marching along the fide 
of the great river of Arrmzom^ upon account of the impaf- 
fahle mountains and foreits that fell in their way, and forced ^ 
the Spaniards to make prodigious circuits, croffing marOies, 
bays, and rivers, with incredible fatigue and j^rfcverancc* 

The chearful and undaunted refolution with ^ich the ge- 
neral fupported f^cry nfisfortune, infpired his mer>with emu- 
lation and couraj^c ; and though they could not avoid feel- 
ing diftrefs, they forbore repiniqg. Thf Indian ^a^jr^tjar ies 
ferved them rather with she affedlion of childferJfand^lfifes 

r neareft kindred, than the fidtiity of allies ; they even dc- * 
prived themfelves of the DMance of loathfome food, in order 
\ to fupply the Spanijh folders. The diftance of four hundred 
^eagues of a country /5>arien,j^ougb, and unhofp^able$*fepa- 
•\t€d them from ^ito \ yet it was refolvcd to return thither, 
defrgn of the_j;xncdition was fruftrated by untoward 
\P]/unforefcenyl!?cidents. Accordingly they kept on •ihe^ 

Ith-fide of river, Begaa their ma^rn over the fummits* 
ligh rn^fntains, and cut their way by dint of labour 
3 Ughj;^s Apd thic^voods, which might have been to- 
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' lerable, had the body been fuftained and ftrengtbened st 

fufficient quantity of wholefome nutriment. Tlt^TicJp^^ere 
carried on the 0ioulder§ of the healthy, in which^, icabl^ 
employment no one was pore indefatigable than ; 

until hunger at length prefled with fuch violence^ ft the 
Spaniards were ready to devour not only their dead,^idt even 
thL infirm and difeafed. All their cloathing co^ihfted of 
leaves, juft fuffiqicnt to cover thofc parts which modefty re- 
quired Ihould be concealed. Above four thoufand Indians 
and two hundred perillied already, without encoun- 

tering an enemy ; and thofe who remained ^ length entered 
a more open and plentiful country, which they regarded as 
the land of promife, and beheld as a miracle vyyought by the 
finger of Providence to fave them from deftru^lion. Here 
they found abundance of deer, and other wild beafts, of 
which they not only made food but raiment, cloathing 
themfclvcs with the (kins of thofe animals. On their ar- 
rival on the frontius of they kifled the earth in a 

kind of exftacy, returning thanks to the Almighty, who had 
preferved them amidft fuch perils, and extricated them from 
fo many dangcri^ and difEcultics. Notice was given to the 
inhabitants of ^ui/a 4 / their approach and needy fituation, 
upon which ^11 the J^pparel that could be collected in the 
city was fciit to them , but this was far from anfwering the 
TieceiEtv cf the fufFerers, ^i/o had been fo depopulated 
and imioverifhed by the civil wars, that not above fix fuits 
of cloktns could be fpared by all the inhabitants of thi^ 
great metropolis of a wealthy provi/icc, nor more than twelve 
^ horfes fent to the relief of the exhaufted and emaciated ad- 
venturers. There was fomething melancholy in the cxccffivc 
joy expreffe^ by Genzah^ and bis companions, at meeting 
with their countrymen, and the public entry they made into 
clad like favages, in the (kins ,>f dct.^ and wild beafts., 
their feet bare, and covered with wounds and fores, their 


Jwor/is*qa^ed without fcabbards, and cat up WMth ruft, and 
^^^efr countc.?*ances fallen, cmaciatsjd, and the moft cxprcflivc 
picture of hunger and keen dijlrcfs. 

T7\flonteHt T'wo years had now elapfed 5ncc Gonzalo entered upon 


V ^-^Al-this unfortunate expedition, diiryig which extraordinaryi 
luaeaans. charrges apd revolutions happened \ Peru. I'hc marquf ' 
Pizarro was chiefly intent, on fupprefling the paity of 
gro^ as the only means of confirming his own authoriffj^;^. 
^ tbv profccution of which defign he co1lt);^itted fcvcra/(^ 

* lences that ferved only to itKrcafe the nu^jber of his , 
mies. La Fega is bis profefled apologift onN^is occafic^ 
relating, contrary to the teftiaxot4(}^ of all pt^vjiiftoriar.^ 


i 
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I fufFeret) young Almagr^ to enjoy his paternal fortune 
^ relieve, by his bounty, all his diftreffed friends, 
ftes had been confifeated, as if they were guilty of 
Tainft his catholic majefty. Forgetting, a few lines 
Ihe admits this charge againft the marquis^, he af- 

at Pizarro ufed his utmoft endeavours to gain the 

atFedJions; bf ihtJlmagrianSf by confiderable largcffes and fuws 
of money, procuring for them lucrative offices and honour- 
able employments, which they obftinately refufed, perfe- 
•vering in their malice and animofity, keeping up the breach, 
fiHing the mind^of young Almagra with the moft rancorous 
enmity, and rejecting all affiftance and kindnefs from the 
marquis, notyitbfl^nding the urgent and extreme neceffity 
to which they were reduced. To this condufl he aferibes 
the marquis’s future feverity^ his friedds advifing him to 
compel thofe perfons into lAity and obedience, who were 
too obftinate to be won by prefents and carefTes. In con- 
fequence, Almagroh eftate, by which his f dherents were fup- 
ported, was now confifeated* This inflamed his refentment, 
and he immediately wrote to all his friends dlfperfed over 
PifUy to repair to Lima^ and affift him ift revenging the 
injuries he fuftained. The truth \%^\Almagro\ eftate was 
confifeated^as we have related, immcclately upon his father’s 
execution, and he was now detaifteeP a kind ot* prifoner in 
Lima^ and fupported wholly at the expcncc of th^ marquis, 
while all thofe who bore any afte£lion to his family were 
^iiot only deprived of their eftates, but excluded from ati pub- 
lic employment, whereby they were reduced to cxtrcmclmi- 
fery and wrctchcJnefs. TV ftigma was affixed on all who 
had ferved Almagro^;* thty were diftinguiflied ly the 

appellation of the Chilimcn^ and an edidt was publiOied, pro- 
hibiting any man to relieve them, under the fljvereft penal- 
ties. Not fatisi^ with rendering then condition.deplorable 
in Piruy effedual means were taken to prevent their return 
to their native cSBhtry, left their complaints mightj^jeh the 
cars of his Catholic majefty, and obtain com pathofT an^ - 

'*drcfs. Neceffity drove them -:nto cabals and confpiraciesi 
and being rendered quite ^lefpcratc, they determined to re- ^ 
venge the murder of Alwlgroy the cruel ufage of his fon, and^^^^/ 
^heir own injuries, bj^illin^ the blood oi Pizarro. ^Thc 
J^>arquis, fenfible he hia juftly provpked them, novv kept clofe 
city, never ftinjd abroad without a ftrong guard ; and 
with fofi^tffan eye over his enemies, that theyibumlit^ 

>Gomara, Caratb, 


di^cult 
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difficult to tficmble in fuch numbers asT.to give any 
of fuccefs to their defigns. The greatei^ circum^&ui|(^was 
neceilary $ they entered the city in the moft 
in fmail parties of two and three together, anef^e^ con- 
cealed in the houfes of Tome peifons who appr^;d cf the 
meditated revolution. Such was the neceffity tc jKuich the 
proferibed faction was reduced, that Almagro 'a/!e feven of 
his friends poiTefled but one cloak, with which they made 
their appearance by turns, the reft fia)irig nalf-nakcd at 
home, while one of their number was employed abroad in 
viewing the ftate of affairs, and forwarding their dcfigns* 
This circumftancc even Garcila£i acknowledges. 

When the Jlmagrians in Lima amounted to^near three hun- 
dred men, they began then to imagine their ffrength fuffi- 
cient to carry their projedls ^nto execution. Among them 
Were feveral experienced offii^rs and veteran foldie^s, who 
bad frequently manifeffed their courage on occafions of the 
moff iignal dange^ To thefj young Almagro refigned his 
own judgment, fuifering them to condud the confpiracy in 
the manner they believed moft advifeable. The firft febeme 
was to fall upen the marquis, as he went upon Midfmnnier 
day to bear mafs injilthe cathedral church of Lima\ but this 
deiign being either dicovered or fufpcded,Pjztfm, under pre- 
tence of f^e indirpjfltion, confined bimfelf, and affembled 
his friends to confult on proper meafures for recoiling the 
roedit^ed blow on the heads of the confpirators. The difap- 
pointed confpirators now laid afidc their hoffile intentions, 
determining to wait the arrival of Vaca de O^roy who was 
font over by the catholic king, to Ldjuff aii differences among 
the Spaniards^ and examine the truth o\ Alvarado^ allegations, 
at chat time foiiciting the court that juffice Ihould be done 
to young Amagroy and the murderers of his father called to 
a fevere account. This new refolut^n w^s again foon drop- 
ped, upon advice that the marquis having received intclli- 
gencjQ 6^ their intentions, was now prv|/«nng meafures of 
tfgoroiiy'i^.yenge. Fearing they might all be lacrificed to 
his fury, they now refumed tbeir defperate deligns, and reftc^ 
all theit^ future fortune upon the, fuccefs of one bold attempt 


againft his life. To the number x}f thirteen, they affembled . 
at mid-day at the lodging of youtfg, ibnagroy and proceeded 
with their fwords drawn^^ through the- market-place, dire<? 
to the marquis’s palace, cryiiig aloud, Long live 
but let the tyrant pcrifli.” ThejTllK^with no ap||t^ ^ 

e, notwithkmdine the 


but let the tyrant pcrifli.” ThejTllK^with no opplk 
until they entered the palace, notwithi^nding theirj 

• \ j j - .i> e • ' 


iiacing cries had. drawn together a crowd people, ii*- 
great fquare. A page gave tbe^^arquis tbr)^ft noticy^ 



^he Hifiofy Am^Tk$s 



thlL danger I iifMmwKidilie ordeised tbefaalMoeri^to l^^ » 

anotiMfoI^d to make a vigorous refiftance ; but bis feryapts 
r the danger, dcferccd him, and made their efcape over 

thy riffiows, leaving him with his brother*m^laivJ|/<9rti», and 

who bravely refolved id ihare his fortstne- Fmn^^de The mar* 
Chaim^A gone upon the ftair*caie, imaginiog it was foipe quis ajja-^ 
tumult atfiong the fcrvants, was met, and killed by ^finatei, 
confpirators, who then forced themfelves to the door of tthc i34^« 
marquis’s apartment. Here he had polled .bimfelf with his 
* three faithful friends, determined to fell his life at a high 
price ; though the tilde would not admit of his cafing^bim- 
fclf in armourt He fought with the moft defperate fury, 
flew four of |the eonfptrators, wounded ieveral ; but at bll 
being left alone, his brother and pages havingiaUen by;tbe 
hand of the enemy, he w^s furrounded andikill^, by a 
‘ woufld4n the throat, after ^e bad given proof of the^Vnoft 
heroic courage, of vigour and ftrei^h almoft tneredible at 
his advanced age* Thus i/Wl D^n Fr^cifeo Pizarrtiy in the* 
capital city of that vaft conqueft, which he had made by 
courage, prudence, and unparalleled perfeverance, by , the 
hands of thofe brave foldiers, the infirumeists of his vi£tories, 
and now the chaftifers of his infolcnce, injuftice,and cruelty* 

The Span^ writers drew a parallel Ibet ween his chara^er, 
fortune, and tragical end, and »ho4 .of bis Colleague and i 
rival Almgro*^ and it muft be confefled there was, ^ ilriking 
rcfcmblancc, as the reader will perceive from what, we have 
K related of both. After fo minutely fpcctfying fa£ts, <it is al- 
mod unneceiTaiy to draw a formal yi^ure of this conqueror, ^ 
who was liberal, undaifnted, generous, until profperity in- 
toxicated his mind, and fendered him jealous, ambitious,* 
and rapacious. We may date bis misfortunes with the death 
of his colleague* from which time his charadtr never Ibone 
with luftre; and, inefeed, it fuffered an eclipfe^by the per- 


fidious murder of the inca Aiahttclapa^ although 
was rather pcfBlIhcd than proinoted by Pizarro ^ 

(A ) The marqiih Pizarre had we except errors owing to pride, 
completed his fixty-third ]tear, avarice, and ambition. He was 
and in defpite of the fatigues be dilig^t in building towns, ^ 
bad undergone in pm&ution planting colonies, and Jgtrodu- 
this arduous coa^ft, was cing the fruits, thwinduflry/ and 
'^;Vtsllhy and robull. No mad the manufaftures of Europe, in> 

L ^er pnrfued aprm^&MaMl more to Peru, as the only means of 
^'^enfeapplicaxi^fOtbettfroD- reconciling the natives to* tbp 
^^|brllood hp^lo improve the ^ governments by demon- 

^fivantagesyde gained, to bis flrating its utility. To him the 
and^ pablick bdyiit; if Spaniards owe their chief (et- 
« dr / / diments 
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f ' As Toon as the toofpirators had effeded their purpD& iti 
the palace* they fallied toith into the market-plaot^ deciding 
the tyrant was dead, and were fainted and conar^lateq 
by their friends and aflbciates, who had taken caWtaat no 
affiftance ihould be carried to the marquis , befor^thek ie« 
turn. They alfo fecured all the arms and horfcs k'l ijliire city, 
ccpninanding the inhabitants not to ftir abroad without leave. 
They plundered the marquis’s palace, and the houfes of his 
brothcr>in>Iaw Martin tU Alcantara^ and fecretary Pizado^ in 
which they found immenfe treafures in gold and filver. As 
to the furniture of the p^ilace, they left it untouched for the 
ufe of young Almagroy whom they now proclaimed governor 
of all Peru. Lima, Cusue, and moft of^ the ^principal cities 
and colonies, acknowledged his authority ; fome, however, 
refolved not to declare themf^ves before the arrival of Vaca 
Alnagro ^ Ca/irt. The joy of fuccefs«rendcrcd every thin.2.fum,ul- 
freclaimid tous at hrft in Lima ; but the fpirits of the people foon fub- 
governer fided into more regular meaftites. Almagro was fworn by 
•f Peru, the corporation of this city to govern Peru agreeable to the 
laws, and qonform himfelf to the king’s pleafure. The late 
miniflers were aU removed, others more attached to the new 
governor being appointed to their employments, as the re- 
ward of their fervicesl The rich and powerful of Pizarre’s 
faflion, weld imprifoiied,. and their eflates and' goods con- 
fifc 3 ted,,t^ make good the loiTes fuftained by the Almagriam 
during pie late profeription. Juan de Rada, who was chiefly 
inftrumental in the death of the marquis, was railed to th^ 
high dignity of a general of the forces, on account of the 
fpirit and adfivity he had exerted \ts a confpiiator. Others 
were promoted to other oflices and employments, according 
to the degree of their zeal for the new governor, and ani- 
mofrty to tbb oppolite party, without regard to any other 
qualificatiqns ; whence it followed ,that chefe preferments 
cuuid i^t poffibly afford univerfal fatisfadUon. The info- 
lenccjof '^da, intoxicated with his fudde.. ,«rofpcrity, con- 
',^meht the publick ^ifeontents. This officer 
iffued out all coi-imiffions in the name of Almagro, without, 
confulting his friends, or feeming to regard them as of any 
confequence. Here were laid thc> feeds of firefli civil divi- 
lions 9nd cabals, againft the life of Vfhp imperious and arbi- 
tntry minidh. Frandfeo de Chtrues, Kktfaian to the gentle- 

llefiients in South Amerita, Pi- the manner, and efla-*' 

swriihaviiig either laid the fooB* ^ blifhed a re|falar police, |nd 
da&m of their moft floarifhiog fettled adfflinuh;|tion. ^ * 
dtieiy or at Ikaft rel^t them in 



wtto^^olT tbt tfonfpiracy^ ftir whicti h€ l death 

rfaponju^rack. ' ' 

GJflKfA A AharaAti^ another officer high in Atmagn^*^ 
^S&nJfWS.M cruel and infoient than Jtadi. AharaS 
,was employed by the governor to take poffeffioh of towns 
and plantations in his name,. to feize treafures, levy foldicrl, 
and difarm xht Pizarrifii^ and all who expr^lTed a diflikc to 
the new government; which comnriffion he executed with 
•great feverity. He went ioTruxillo^ and immediately dif- 
poflifled Diego decora 'of the office of judge of that place, 
notwiihftanding he had been appointed hy oU Almagroy and 
rcinftated by lys foi?, an his firtt acceffion to the adminiftra- 
tion. At the city of St, Miguel he put ^veral gentlemen to 
death upon frivolous pretcncea, only bccaufe he knew thyn 
prefent mcafures. Other officers employed in 
different provinces proceeded with equal rigour ; but at Cuzco 
the commilBoners w^ere forced to fomc decree of moderation, 
knowing that the principal perfons in that city were deter- 
mined to acknowledge vaca de Cajiro^ if they were not gained 
over by lenity ; and they were not only tob numerous of 
thcmfelves, but had too great fway wijh the Indians^ to fuf- 
fer themfelyes to be ufed harffily. Gon^'z de a lead- 

ing man in that capital, and the particular friend of the 
marquis Pizarro^ had even declared his refolution feveng- 
ing his death ; notwithftanding which, the majority of^5ptf- 
niards and Indians fubmitted to the ^uthority of young ///- 
magro^ merely bccaufe his ^jntereft happened to prevail* zor^ 
toya difpatchcd meflengers fecretly to all his friends in the 
adjacent provinces wlio were attached to the Pizarro intereft, 
acquainting them with the late tragical event, an*} requiring 
them to aflemble jjie Spaniards in their neighbourhood in 
arms, to oppofe th^e u Vnpation of the affaffins, and 
the death of th eir go vernor, and the king’s repreferotive# 
Nnno de Cajlro^ (jonffaffo de la Fege^ and otjicrs, 
repaired! to Cuzcoy while T^rtoya went in fearpi osAivarez 
Holguin^ who, with a hundred men, had juit fet Cut ujiDn 
an Expedition to Callao befqte the late revolution. His ap- 
plication to this officer fuccefsful. At his defire 

declared himfelf tlrt)»'enemj{ of the new adminiflratlon, 
and took upon him, at the refill of Tortoyay the dignity of 
captain-general of the now forming againft Aimagro* 

Iht ereSed his ftan^/fdTknt manifeftos to Qharcas and Are* 
quebaSy augment^^his force's to*two hundiEd men, direfted 
i|hfs riarch to CjAco^ and fo terrified Almigrian party with 


ITS of/fis approach, /'that they quitted the city with 
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t|«; utmaft ^reapiutionjj but ’K^twj purfued him 
back prilbuifirs hy Num by twenty hWac** 

buiicrs. On H^lguinh arrival at Cuzcos^ tbc party angi^nit;<^ 
aftpniihingly ; the gentry flocked in from their ’ 

and fome of them afpirecTat the chief c6rnmand j i 
foon ovrr^ruled by the fentiments of the majorify^^'Wbich 
diclaied in favour of Hoignmy now confirmed iir the poll of 
captain-general by the fufiVages of the party. 

War v;as nW openly declared againft tht Jlmagrians^ 
the citizens of Cuzco objiging themfelvcs to repay to the. 
king whatever fums of money Holguin might expend ftojn 
the royal treafury, in profccuiion of the hoflilc mcafurcs in- 
tended. The news thu Jlonfo de Alvamdo |^ad ereded his 
ftandard in the fame camp in the Chachupuyusi arrived about 
this time, and augrfiented the ^confidence of t\\^ Pizarrijis to 
fuch a degree, that they were v^ry little difturbed Witjx advir^ 
of Almagro\ advancing at the head of eight hundred men 
to give them battly^^ though ifr‘was refolved in a council of 
war to march by the way of the mountains to join Alvarado, 
With this defign they left Cuzco^ ufing every poflTible pre- 
caution to avofJ being furpriied by parties of the enemy. 
In the mean time Abnagro receiving minute intelligence of 
all that was tranfa£t|ng in C«zr^, determined by the advice 
of bis offict^rs to intercept Holguin^ firft fecuring'mis intereft 
inL/m^,^and carrying off the children and fi lends of the 
late marquis, to prevent infurre£lions in his abfence. One 
piecd of barbarity exerted upon this occafion proved advan- 
tageous to the caule if his enemies. Almagro, out of per* 
fonal pique, and in hopes of recovering the fecreted trea- 
fures of PizanOi ordered the fccrctary Picado to be tortured, 
and then put to death, becaufe he refifted all the cruel mea^ 
fures to extort a confefficn. i 

Such was the fituation of the flpanu^ds in Peru when 
VacaitK^aJlro arrived at ^uitOy with a commiflion from the 
kingjjfc^ucceed to the government of ‘kingdom, in cafe 
*of mccftcWc^e of /‘other vj’ifc his commiflion extended 

no farther tfiSfrc'':f.*^'ning into the djfFerences between the 
marquis 2 in 6 Abnagroj and the .ciicumftances of the death 
of the latter. From ^tiio he ifiifed commiflions to rhe dif- 
ferent Spanijh cities and fetllemcif^S; conftituting fuch ma- 
giftrates as he thought prppr^f, and im^^ery refpedt exercifing 
the prerogatives of governor ^ *n which quality he was iifi- 
jMediately received by a variety ot"']5t^^nces. He alfo irr- ‘ 
ccived letters from Hokuin and Alonfo de Alvarado^^ who had 
now joined forces, almring him of their b^cdicncc tc tbe^ 
' requefting to rcpalr\^lakc 


king’s plcafure, and 



6f tAe Among other t»cedi;(^ of 

Ae and J&fB to, take .ttponfl^m iht 

’^overi^^ni! of Z/ffM ; to Whom the /ffd/am immediately 

\ro being at this time |bfcnt on his ii^ay to Cot* 
then fet out for "Truxillo^ and was joined oSn 
the road by^rowds of Spaniards and Indians^ who determined 
upon implicit obedience to the royal mandate ; and aUhou^ 
were no friends to the tyranny of Pizairo^ detefted the 
vi^nt meafures of the Jlmagrians. His army was now 
Very confiderable, all the^officers bound thcmfelves by a fcal- 
cd‘inftrument to^bey his authority, and, as the firft proof of 
their fincerity, refigned their commiffions into his hands, ei- 
ther to be rentweef or revoked at the governor’s plcafure. 
From hence he marched to Lima^ where he was received 
with the honours due to th« viceroy ol Pertfy and jGin|d 
'D)? ^cfKi^iTifrtfabitants able to ^arry arms. 

Every thing fucceeded in^this manner to the wifli of 
FtJca de Cajiro ; whWc ji/magro^ difappoint|d in his defigns on 
Holguin^ directed his march to took pofTeflion of that 

capital, and new-modelled the inagidiacy, replacing all ihofe 
who had abfented themlelvcs on the declarltion of the op- 
pofite party. His next care was to provide a train of ar- 
tillery, in^ich he found no difficult;|, coppei ,J}cing plen* 
tiful ^^xCtiZCQ^ and his troops furnillitd with perfon's ikilled ini 
calling cannon. He was bufied in the moft vigo^iofeis pre- 
parations, when the death of his general Rada^ and ce^rtain 
appointments that took place in coi^cquence, gave b:*ath 
to the expiring embers of fa£lion, and again lighted up the 
flames of dilTention, to tnc great prejudice of his affairs, 
Cimjiophcr cU Sotelo^ andjCrc/mr^ di^lvarado^ became now his 
chief counfellors, afli'Tiad the whole direilion ^ the army 
jointly, which eacli afpired to feparately. Rivals in ambi- 
tion and the favour of^Almagio^ their rcfcntrticnt*wasjp^ 
inflamed to the r^ pfl rancorous animofity, which tcyrftnated 
in the death of 55/f^flain in the ipaiket- T}fc/'iends 
of the deceafed refolved t(^ revenge the injum^ and every 
thing confpired to produce a civilw^rctC^WKcn Alniagro in- 
terposed his influence and afuthority, and effected a tempo- 
rary reconciliatidn, diffembling his fentiments of the condudT*^ 
of Alvarado to a more Vafonab]^pportunity. Upwe^fer ijt 
was not poffible to remain lo^jgig i« this moderate and po- 
litic difpofition; the of Alvaradds temper obliged 

him to come to extremities. That officer apprehendirfg , 
Ahmagrds vengeance, thought ^he could hot render himfelf 
without fhedding the blood of his general and bene- 
ff^r; foj[>ffhicb purpol^ic contrived to invite him tojn 
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iHnnfilf by prtteadinf iiim^iitioii) ftM 
^nd cahc€aled t^e dSfcomy, itr order 
fad 9 km his own fnare/ He omfined hlmfelf ili^.j^lpod» 
cMceakd feme friends in the adiacent apartments, andfeign* 
Id real illnefs with fo mii^h addrefs, that oiijioiiifii 


a Vffit, was felled, and immediately put to death* * r 
Having by this fpirited and feafanablepuniihmeiitqtlteted 
the tumult, he drew ou& his forces, amounting to feven hUfi« 
dred Sfmtiards and feverai thoufand Indims^ and began hrs 
< ’march, with iniention either to give battle to the governor, 
or procure advantageous terms by treatjj^ forrhimfelf and hts 
Almagro friends. As his ^oops were almoft all veterans, who had 
marches a- ferved under his father, and his train of artillery greatly ^ 
.^"^^^'^•fuperior to that of the encm]^’, he made himfcir^‘piA^ 'Con- 
fident of vidlory, fhould it prove ncccffary to come to a 
hoftile decifion ; ^ ut his intention was not to refufe the op- 


portunity of compromifmg matters amicably. When he ad- 
vanced within a few leagues of Ca/ 9 ro*s army, he dif- 
patched meflefigers with pacific propofals. They were or- 
dered to reprefent to* the governor, that yf/rna^ro'$ father had 
performed eminent Wrvices for the court of .that he had 
always proved himfelf joyal and faithful to his fovereign, 
that hfe<iiad been barbaroufly murdered by the marquis A- 
zarrsi^that the revenge taken was juft, and that his fon now 
only demanded to be<reftorcd to the government of Cuz^ 
and iVlfiu Toledo^ agreeable to the grant of the crown to his 
father. They alfo reprcfcnted,‘'that young Jl?mgr9 ne- 
folved to obey* his majeft/s command implicitly ; though 
he hoped ^the governor would not 'ifew his partiality for 
the Pizarrosj by approving of their notorious tyranny artd 
qppeefSoft. Letters to a fimilar purpofc were fent by the 
fuperiih; officers of the army, who complained that their ftr- 
vicc&<w^c rejoiced, as if they oppofeflTthe royal mandate, 
jiotwithftafld*ng the king had not more faithful fupje<^s in 
Peru, La circumftance, authenticatjd fey 

the teftimony of all other Spanijh writers, and evidently 
thews himfelf prejudiced in favour of De Q^ro. Nor does 
fee t^ke any notice of the govern^^s endeavours to feduce 
jllmagrd's officers to betra^im at tffd very time they were 
negotiating a treaty ; on the"5fe».;:tz:2^v, he affirms, that Bt 
fent the, firft melTengers to Jlmagrp^ with the moft 
equitable overtures, and a promife of general pardon for , 
himfelf and his aflbeiates, if he would now lay dcmvnt feta 
«r[ps i which the other refuftd, he Ihculd*^ confirl^ 


1 





.jiuMf ^^gre's camp, with intcfttion O rurprife him WhVe 
kd was occupied wUh the refult of the ne^tistiotu 
and tWt the fpy was difcovered and hanged* The faiw 
writer }dlb ailerts, that he found means to corrupt Pe^iro % 
who had charge of Alma^ro*^ artillery^ Sufpefling the 
governor’s xufxnctxityyAbm^roikohtA to come to aftion, and 
"accordingly drew up his forces in the vale o( Chapm^ roufing 
Ihcir valour by animating fpeech, in which be reminds 
them of the virtues of his father, the cruel murder of that 
brave ofiBcer, %nd all the injuries they had fuflaincd from 
the tyranny, infoknee, and oppreffion of<he P/zrvyr^r, Both 
armies were compofed of vej^rans ; that of De CaJIro was 
Tiijpferioi litlJumbcr, but Almagro's better fupplied with muf- 


quetry and artillery. De Ca^o harrangiud h.s army like- ' 
wife, and theieby quieted fomc unfeafonible difeontents ex- 
preffed by the foldicrs; which circumftance wc have from, 
LaVega^ though he forgets to acquaint the^reader with the 
occafion of thofe murmurs. Almagroh camp was well for- 
tified, the cannon being every way p<ointed in fuch a man- 
ner as to «e^der him inacceflible, hud^ be been^eived with 
fidelity. It was likewife fituated'upon a hill, which deter- 
mined him to wait the attack of the enemy, who\ppeared 
eager to engage : as they advanced up the afcent,'hrT5fdcrcd 
his artillery to pour grape* fliot upon t^cir ranks ; Init aftqpilh- 



cd to obferve that fjveraLdifcharges produced no efiVft, he 
fufpeded the treachery of Capdia, taxed him with infidelity, 
and receiving no fatisf^^oc^^nfmr, dew him with his own 
hand. He thefTptfipted a piece of cannon fcwjudicioafly, Hrw/Zr- • 
that he cut off a whole troop oi De Caftro\ foldiers at a J eat id and 
fingle difeharge; but tlfey were now approached *top eiufc /-/ to 
to fuffer him to^'liu^his artillery. Both fides had^iecourfe 
to the |inufquetry, crofs-bows, lances, and fwo^t^. they 
fought Afitb great bitternefs*for fevcral houj^i^/^en at length 
Ahr .fr^, finding himfelf deferred Ijji^mcm his troops, and 
overi^^ccd by numbers, retired with the inca Mnneo Capaj^^^^ 
lome^neral officers, out of the field, intending to^kSc 
a letreat in the mountains, untUp^ more favourable oppoi^ 
tunity offered for trying his fi)|^«rfnc*in the field, and recover- 
ing his government * ‘'Onhappily he thought of ftoppigg 


La Vega, lib iii. cap. kv. ^Heerera^ flee. iv. lib. viij, 
.qap* ii. Carats, cap. xvii* GoMAR.cap. cl. 



) The Spani^ vi^ritei^ /e- and the occureaw of this dvil 
the winfaftions in IV/ «, war, with fo much pmtialit| to 
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I treacherous inendsi }ie hid Vi 

acy^ hearing of bis defeat, refeWed to punKhafe I 
VflJliot^s favour by the mail atrocious perfidy, ThfyjWiifd 
eir bencfa<ftorj font him to De Cajin^ and met wilffi the 
ntempt which their villainy merited. In this eSioir^oFe 
t^an half the troops on both fidcs were killed or wdUbd^d ; 
the vi(5tors ihedding the blood of thofe who had thrm^ 
dpwn their arms, and implored ipercy. Both Tides fought 
with the uttnoft obftinacy and intrepidity; and Almagro^ who 
was then but twenty years of age, diftinguifhed himfclf in fucli 
a manner as gained the admiration of his jidverfary, allho’ he 
entirely forgot his extraordinary met it as foon'^as he had it in 
his power to fatiat®his revenue. Upon advice that he was 
fcKed, he polled to Cuzco^ an^ without fcarce.any formality 
of trial, ordered young Almagn to be executed ^greeaWe to 
the fentence he had pronounifid before the battle. Thefe 
were the direful cffffts of the civil divifions of the Spaniards; 
neither youth, age, infirmity, nor valour, could excite com- 
panion in the bijcafts of the unfeeling* viilors. All gratified 
the didlates of bloody relentment, as often as fortune fur- 
nifhed the opportunity, thereby expofing thcmfclvcs to a fi- 
milar fatc,,^nd chcrifiiing the feeds of fadion, a pru- 

dent adfnjnifiration would try every expedient to fuppreft. 
The partly oi Almagro was entirely extirpated, thofe who ef- 
cape(Hn“‘flic field, being hanged up or tortured to death by 
order of the governor, h 

DE having fully cftaJ^Iifhcd himfelf in the go- 

vernment by a6ls of cruelty which difgracc his memory, 
however necefiary they mighe jro the tranquillity of 

Peruy applie^his attention with the molftsfitenfe diligence to 
the civil adminiftration of his gevernmerft. He began with 
which equally regarded the welfare of 
iSp<7w/^7rahand natives. All perceived thejj,^Jjty of his refor- 
xnationsyjei^ tha hidians^ paid the fame refpedl his 
edi£ls, as iftSs^jy^ad proceeded ffbm the lips of their' id ?red 
incas. Divifions oF TanefVere made, and colonies of fusions 
1 ^xA Spaniards tranfplantcd from barren fpots to . •^ics 
indrie fruitful, but unpeopled. That his laws /light be a- 
gieeal^le to the genius of <ihe» nation, ’Qr/^r^ informed him* 

or other of the parties, that piMbtfUa, and the bell attefled ; 
it IS next to impojlEble to afeer- particularly with rcfpc^l to the 
UfQ truth. We haVe therefore ' 

feleAed fuch circmpllances from 
eadj^as appeared to os the molt 


difpute between the Pizarrifli^ 
and Almagriam* ^ 


\ 





00 m of thtf littir metbw of a^miniftri^ \ 

ci^r } ta which he conforaied hii£^If as 

a^ (jl^defign be formed of eftabiiil^ttg a more regular pd1| 
and ttm daSiines of Chriftianity> would admit. He eree 
^hools in &vcral towns, ordering the children of the prind 
j^Jtfidians to be educated in the principles of the Chriilil 
and of rational morality. He reilrained the SpA 
^ wards by laws, from ufing the natives with their accuftomcd 
Jbarbarity ; he reftcred jheir lands* to many of the ca7iqucs, 
and^^gave them a kind of civil limited jurirdicflion. He 
pofed reftraints on the Iiccntioufnefs of the foldicrs, and 
difpofcd their^inds, by proper encouragement, to marriage, 
induttry, and labour. Thofe who appeared dilTatisfied with 
■ th eir jot, tty bu lent in their^«humour, or unfit to prony)te 
the^nds^W civil goveinment, he fent into diftant uncon* 
quered provinces, in imiutii^ of the policy of the marquis 
Phano. He inquiied into the condu£ttof the king’s officers, 
who amaffed vaft fortunes by rapine and opp'-eflion, whence 
he raifed himfelf a grcJt nupber of enemies among the 
Spaniardiy while he engaged the afFedions ifnd confidence cf 
the Ittd:arn. In a word, iie formed tombos, or places of re- 
freffimenTy 4)n all the roads for the b^efit of travellers, and 
the convcniency of commerce, an3 puriued every other mea* 
fure which could render Peru great and flouriihilipg in itielf, 
and advantageous to the mother country (B.) 
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(B) While CaJ^roy in quality of difpofitlon of the JvdzaHK^ This ^ 
governor, was palling ^^^herne contained forty laws, the 

and cftabli(hingltrtiu:)rdinances, principal of whi£h we fhall re- 
as he thought efTeJtial to the ' 
welfare of the people un^er his 
care, the friar Burthokme^ Je 
la Cafas was iSyihg^ieforc the 
court if ^ainy a feheme of jivil 
cclefiallical polity for the 


late, as they ocfSfioned oniver- 
fal difcontent in Pem and 7l/V;t/- 
co. It was ordained, that all 
eilates fliould be held of the 
King, and* nverj iO him after 
the dcc£afe. jrf' the po/Teflors, 


,>^iakinies, whith had been w^Ubut refpeft to the right cf 
cyly as the year inheritance. That no 
, by ^ cardinal of Sen}illey Ihould pay taxes who ca\^ an i 
prcfjjVnt of the*fupremc. j^ivalent in perfonaJ labour, 
ril of the Indies^ The em 


^ pcrfonaJIabour, 

council of the IndicsZ The cm^^nw obliged to work in the mines 
peror now propofed thls,f *Alnc or fifh tor pearN. That none 


to his council ; and it was em. 
braced, notwithftauding theVar-a 
inal, and feveral other mem- 
rs, protellcd againft 9 s no 
ay congenial to the temper and 


of the king’s officers (houltl*be^ 
allowed 10 keep Indian flaves * 
That all perfons concerned In 
the late difputes between 
gro ajjd ihouJd life all 

iuiliUlClirn 



J^uirr^ miXTpj^ from ikt 

)aLM^ to He thwg)it liim^lf iyi|ur6d bv €lajtr^ 

taltfig upon bim a government which he claimed 
M£t aa the brother, and legitimate Aicceflbr of the 
[Ihe misfortunes he underwent in the com|ue{l( 0f Cmk^ 
iiKead of extinguifliing the fparks of ambition in his % 

rather inflamed him, to feize the opportunity of repaitiog 
all his ioflfes, at the hazard of overturning the government. 


jutifdjflion over the Indians^ by drefled, by oriainiag that fevere 
which the Spaniards in general, puniihments ihoold he infliAed 
except a few new comers, were on all£^^^;//zri//tirhorefafe4pay* 
di veiled of power and property, ment to tht Indians^ after they 
all having taken part on one #had performed their engage- 
fidC or the other. That a grant meats, and fini(he<f*i?rerf*.ulrgfif, 
ihould be made in favour ot the The law ordering that the I»- 
immediate conqueror^ whereby ‘dians ihould not be compelled to 
they might enjoy their^pciTcflions labour in the mines, or fiih for 
for the fpace of two lives, then pearls, was really calculated, he 
to revert to the kipg in the fame alledges, to indulge their natu- 
manner as ether eftates, after ral indolence, and deprive the 
making competent provifion for crown of the immenfe revenues 
the children ^d widow. TJat arifing from the mlJIs of Ps/s- 
all perfous arrived at a certain /*, Huarrea^ and other places. It 
age, whether Spaniards or /«- is, indeed, manifeft, that all the 
dtans^ (liould That, to other laws which we have quou 

encourage matrimony, the. wife cd, had evidently the interefl of 
fhouJd have power to enter into the crown, rather than of the 
pofleiflon of the eflate, at the fubj^l, in view; and as to this, 
deceafe of her huiband, in calg^ iis apparent tendency was to fe* 
no children furvived, and tocn- cc*;e liberty of the 

joy it with anc^.hcr hofband dur- Ind/ansi anc reflrain the tyranny 
ing her natural life (i). ^ of ih^Spaniasds, although the 

La Fe^a makes feveral judi- efFeA was no other than cherilh- 
ciotts remarks upon tfaefe ord^ ing a faaj}** indolence and 
nances, which he very juftly oh- lazlnefs, more powerful Hmong 
ferves could nb^anfwcr the ends thid' people than any othe^/ Ip- 
proppfed. With rctp46Pftr>^at on the whole, we ca 'not ^ nk 
Jaw which exempted the India^ fo hardly of thi|i fcher o ^ vil 
lhau taxes, he fays it was found- • policy as oor aufhor ‘^tfuld (ecm 
^ cd opba tbeprcfumpiion of their to infimiatc ; as it ciidefttly had 
snabiUty, owing to their not be^a humane'^ tendency, notwith- 
sng paid for their labour by the io&tt4ing it wai attained with in- 
Sj^iards. If this was really the conveniences, from which no 
•cafe, he thinks the grievance shaman ith^uUaiia are exempt- 
^il^t be mote eScAeally re* cd. 




mi cofiM^ ii1l;i%dom, \k I^bidi hcAat ^ 

giivi l«i«gih illtrol^ed, after a 1o(|^ {ttm of wafty ^ 
betlia&t "ami conrpiricies. The ilifcontebts of the offiH 
«n^ magiftmteiSy over whom tb«^govemor kept a ftrid i 
fUrfiiflted G^imab with the means of carrying on his defigi 
He improved ^ their murmurs to his own views, and mdGonzs’o 
•^ftuaJly formed a very confiderable party, when the fagaejk Pizarro^ 
Vod vigilance of DiCaJlro penetrating into* his remoteft f|- 
^ crets, fruftrated all the effects of his machinattons, 

bloodlbed, or an^ violent exertion of authority. He 
no fooner perceiVed what was in agitation, and bad undeni* 
able evidence of 4he plot which was formed to affaflinate 
him, and feize upon the government^ than he fent private- 
ly for Gonzab^ and without betraying %ny fymptoms of in- 
even of thd dtlcovery he had made, ordd):ed 
h^m to repair immediately to his eftatc in the province of Lq$ 

CharcaSi and to remain ther?" until his J'arthcr {Jlcafure was 
known : a punilhment fo mild^ that we may inter, the go- 
vernor's perfecution of the Jlmagrwns aiole from private 
pique, from neceffity, and from a wrong iiyftem of policy, 
which he had then adopted, and not from the cruelty of his 
own difpolition. Pizarro, who was in no condition to dif- 
putc the ^C^rnor’s commands, obcjelll, with feSming chear- 
iulncfs, m order to remove the fufptcions De proba- 

bly entertained ; and as he underflood, rich filver 
mines had lately been difcovcred m that quarter employ- 
ed himfelf in working and improving them, until a* more 
favourable occafion fliouW offer far purfuing the diftates of 
his ambition. 

When impending ftorm, he a- 

gain turned his mind towaids the civil policy 6^ the country 
lahis charge, and Uboyred chiefly to e'lfe the natives from 
the gilling yoke of oppreffion impoicd on them by the 
Spaniards ; buT'tWk his endeavours proved fo incffeftual, 
that dlily complaints wer^ trantmitted to*the court of Sj>am 
of t^Mfe^rity with which the created, of their 

lei^'l[i||^oyed in the mines, the death of ihoufands by 
m^btal from their air and climate, and of 

I nkry and^retchedn^fr of inrrej^iblc numbers pf vwfmen 
and children, whofe hufban^l^riflied under the rigorous 
ulageof the Spaniards, lor human nature to fup- 

port. Th’s 1 $ confcfledbv Spamjh v/ritera^in general, aid 
thcrcfoic the truth of it cafnnqf be queftioincd ; cfjpeciaHy as * 
the laws, jufl quoted in the margm, had their origin m tboAt 
'KHuplaints, and were calculated to redrefs the evils, which 
In time neceii^rily tend (o the ruiji^or the countiy, vndt 
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‘ ^' ' ..cxrii|yaHoi|/W ' 

ha«P f|Wified> the foHawii^g wWw^ tsife td 
veii all cqaivoca tipn, ahd convince ttie Spmtatii^^ thitV 
cj^pting the Indians frpifi coippulfive labour, his caihSln: 
mljefty included every fpccies of bodily la|3^5 as w^ll ai 
difging in the mines. Accordingly it was ^birJed, undet 
fwere penalties, that the Indians fbouid not be compelk4^^ • 
t(| carry burthens*, or employed a|;ainft their will in buildip^ 
ot removed from one province inTto another, even though they , 
were born flaves. Particular privileges were beftowed on 
, ' Indian freemen. To prevent fubjeding the Indians to unjuft 

fervitude, it was cnaded, that all mafters flic^ld be obliged 
to have their fervants examined before a magiftrate, in order 
to afeertain, whcihcf they had^been tied to the glebe, now 
become the property of the mailer. It was aV5c]t:^5cdgi3^^ 
that the Indians might be proprietors of gold and filver nmnes, 
as well as the Spaniards ; and Tbould have liberty to carry 
the produce to maikct, and difpofe of it to the beft advantage. 
Every Spamjh proprietor of lands was obliged, under certain 
penalties, to fe^ that the in hisjurjfdidlion, were 
inftrudlcd in the cliriftian religion ; and it was farther enadled, 
that the vifitors, appointed to red refs the grievances of the 
^ natives, fho^ld pcrforiJi their duty in perLn, repiiiifrng to the 
tcvcral td^ns appointed for their courts, wMthout intruding 
the buH nefs t p„rV.«outies^ except in cafes of licknefs, and ex-^ 


Vthis. 
fint in 
qualify cf 
njicertiy to 

Peru. 
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treme ncccflity. . 

DE CASTRO had certainly acquitted himfelf like an able 
and honed minifter, ever fmee tht^*fupprellion of the Alnta- 
grian faflion ; ncverthelefsj^^^Js* conduct was mifreprerented 
to the emperor, by thofe by his ftridt 

integrity : it Was therefore rcfolved at the court of Spain^ to 
appoint smother governor, whoftould punctually enforce the 


new fyflem of laws, to vvhich he could have no relucta ^ce. 


becaufe they had no retiofpcdl to hiscondlfS^'and could im- 
ply no redridtion' on his adminigration, Accordinj^l; the 
emperor CbmcTI v-nssa^ted BlaJfQ Nunez Vela^ furv<i //r of 
the ports of Caftile^ to tbe ^^igniry of prefident aiiJ ^ oy 
, the kingdoms and provincC'3 of Peru, fie® 

,, the Rfgheft opinion of ihji^ gcntlcmaii^’s capacity, from the 
zeal and courage with wlycl&c had ferwed bim in divers in- 
ferioremployments. In the November the viceroy 

^ effttbarked at St. Lucor,^ accompanirf by don Franeijeo Ttlk 
de Sandoval^ v^itfi m fleet of IJjfty-two fail. Sandoval^ witli 
A pztt cf the fleet, deered dircdlly to Mexico^ while the vice* s 
r6y|beld on bis courfe to Peru^ arriving at Nombre de 
i>p|he lOth, of yanuar-v following, whence *he travelled *to / 



he pwt numbers 0f «) 

^reUevi^d tm&m 'lrom tW benligc impofed bjrthe%s^^ 
'^<ii>figirtg their mafters to fend them back to Peru A tl 
expeuce* Several remonftrance% were made to him uf 
the ifljurf^hich religion and the muft nccciTai^ 

receive fro|n this conduft. It was rcprcfcntcd, that the 
^would lie uncultivated, the mines unimproved, and that t 
^Indians inftrufled in the principles of chriftianityj would " 
lapfe into their former errors, as foon as reftraint was rj/* 
^ moved, and they returricd to their Caracas : but Vela*% con- 
* llant anfwer was, that the Spaniards had no right to encroach 
on their natural liberty; and the truth of chriftianity was 
not to be ci^foiccd by violence. After remaining twenty 
days in Panama^ obliging thofe who had made great eftates 
^bv the file of Perwtnan flavesKo refund, and making fevgral 
oThli aitjTftftions, he f^r out for his government, loaded with 
the execrations of the Spania^ds^ and the bleffings of the Jn^ 
diam. He fet an example of the conduft which he required 
to be obferved, ordering that his baggage might be carried by 
mules ; and if any Indians were employed, that they fhould 
be men who voluntarily offered their fervied^for hire, which 
he faw punftually paid. Carafe^ who was then governor of 
Pamma^'^y^Qxttii him, at his depart^ire, to ulb lefs impe- 
tuofity in cftabliftiing a fyftem of laws fo odious to the Spa- 
niards \ alledging, that reformations wcEf to b8» wrought 
gradually and gently, in fuch a manner ll**lo*ridc imper- 
ceptibly into practice : but Vcla^ dlfrcgarding this whole- 
fome admonition, proceeded, on his arrival in Peru^ to en- 
force them with the utmoft ijgour. Immediately the Spani- 
aids t.ok fire, and a foint of mvitiny appeared among all de- 
grees of men. The report df the governor's proceeding dif- 
/ufed through every quarur with great rapidity. He had 
promulgated the laws,* and required their punftflal execu- 
te ^i( ;n his jou»'ney^from lumbiXy through Pinna and Trux^ 
hh \ '»ind was confe^ently receivsrd not oply with coldneft, 
butfcyrfion, in all the cftics. The manner in which he 
liorl^d h/f arrival and commiflion -fi/io luperfeded De Caflro^ 
offence. The v/^eroy was taxed with info- 
7?5jce , ank thofe who before exclaimed againft De CaJIro^ 
united agaiiift Fe/a^ aSd offered thefr fcrviccs to the laft g<>- 
vernor, m vindication of his K<5nour ; endeavouring, by all 
poflible means, to efte^l -Rupture between thofe two great 
perfonages, and throw into confufion the government whicb « 
they determined not to obey. ^ All was kftidled into a flame, 
humours of the people were railed to the higheft degree 
af fertnentaiioft, by the artful pradiccs of thofe perfons yho 
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i'tim Spaniards^ a» advanced in tkt coun^, pm^ 
to tbeir pfopery^ ; and they refnfed lo pay thwb 
etsencc that they held dicm upon a differentit^ure from 
jwcrnor De C^Jlro^ who enjoyed the fftine power with 
at the time he made the grants^ ^ 

0 apply a r^edy to tbofc evils, X>i Cajlro fet out from"*^ 
attended by a numerous train of the citizens, and 
principal fiih3d)itants, to tmeet the yioeroy ; and was pre-^, 
fcmed, on his journey, with a letter from acquainting;"" 
him, that from that inftant his authority ceafed ; and all 
adls made by him., fince the arrival of the new ^vernor, were 
annulled. Caflro q^eyed, and refifted all the temptations 
ith|pwn in his vvay by the enewue^ of Vek^ to d ^urb his go- 
vernment, and become the head o^' ajaftion. 'tBffh'edrtfcIy^ 


he difniiiTed the greater part ofjiis attendants, and requeued, 
that fuch as remained might go unarmed, in order to avoid 
every appearance of defigning hoftilities, notwithftanding 
he was admonilhed to the contrary. His arrival at Lima was 
celebrated with |reat demonftrations of joy, which all the 
endeavours of Cajiro could not fupprefs : however, to pre- 
vent their ^ing offepce, he difpatched his fecr^tw/y to the 
viceroy, to congratulate him bn his fafe arrival, and afTure 
him of hK perfe^ obedience to the will of his fovereign. 
His meflagow^well received, he was invited to meet the 
viceroy at Kimac \ he a(|ccpted the invitation, was carefled 
DeCaftro for fome time, and then imprifon^, on occafion of a tu- 
imfrifinea. mult, which Vila aferibed to his intrigues. This augmented 
the publick difeontents. The inhabitants of Kimac, who 
had before r^ented the viceroy refufal to confirm them in 
all the rights and privileges they «;njoyed, became now out- 
rageous. ‘It was here, and not zi^Lima, as fome wr :crs 
alledge, that a piece of writing was fbu^ uUd^er a difli, ;up- 
on the viceroy’s tafjsle, to the following ^rpofe : He yho 
deprives me of my property, I ♦ill deprive of *ife.*T 
did Velars behaviour to thl^cendiary atall quiet thy ela)^/^<jfjrs 
of the people. He pardone^he criminal, and ;fy<i|>ed 
his lenity to bis fears, which rendered them v*bk dariiig 
aqd ihfolent. On the comfng to Linky the pri- 

ibner was removed thither, a^committhd to the common 


jail* Upon whidi the inhabitant went in a hodyto Vila^ 

« ali8 petitfdncd, with great boldnefs, againft fuch an bftdt 
upon a perfon of Ca/ird^ rani! f ^firing that he might be 
removed to the town*houfe, and they would bail bis appi^*t. 
at the riique of i hundred choufand piecea of eight ; 





. whkh ^ g^iva^mor complied^ 

.^benfian i^a^tneral iiifurredl^ Sdtl, howem^ ftk im^ 

' fifled in bis vigorous mesfures, wd the people C0Otiiiue| to 
plot «nd cabal. The judges and mogift^ates intcrfcrfd. Tney 
adMfed f^ik to a more moderate conduct ; but he was . 
ibhf and tf^ated their admonitions with fo much conteni&j^ 
that they ^gan to enter into the fentlmenta of the mako^- 
"tents, in a Ihort time the refentment of both parties broke 


out in open violence, the judges fetting at liberty one Jntf^ 

* mo Sohfy whom the vkeroy had i«Oprifoned and condemned 
to death, after be had before granted him a pardon for the 
fame crime. 

THEsbdifiurbances were not confined to £/W, where Gonaalo 
the viceroy refided; they extended theanfelves over all thePizarro 
towns in inhabited by^%pantards. This was a fit takes arms. 

poftiinity to refume his ambitious pro- 

jc£ls j accordingly he pradif^ fecrctly with the malcontents 
with fo much addrefs, that he foon was invited to proted 
his countrymen againft the tyfanny of the viceroy. To give 
fandion to his meafures, and the appearai^e of moderation 
to his defigns, he artfully exhorted the m ^contents to 
refled on the confequences of oppolyg regal authority ; and 
pretending tp be convinced by thejr.aigurrients/ 4 accepted of 
the dignity of procurator and agcnt-gen#ral of P^rw ; a title 
th intimated his being a mediator betweft^^ the vfberoy and 
people. His intentions, however, were ‘^quite different. 

Gonzalo^ great feheme was ^jb proc-urc the government into 
his own hands, without^iegard to the means. With this 
view he amaffed all the tieafure he could find in Potofiy afiem- ^ 
bit <1 hks friends, and icM/Jt ^oi Cazi^, where he eieded his 
fiinclard, was j )incd by twevor three hundred ^ipanijh volun- 
tto s, and reg ided as the^ead of the party forming againft 
theliceroy. Undei plfet^ncc of petitioning Vchy in behalf 
ol «'c c<di)niesi.i to fufpend the execution of the new laws, he 
' dirAtcd his inarch to w^ds aftcr*conftitutingFri7M- 

CijL^[lMCa7(Sii}al majo/j^eneral, and being proclaimed by 
th^tya^i^dtes of Cwaitfillrhief ju/’.Xe, and fupremc in civil 

i* 

was aware that he was now in a direftilate 
of rebelliorSagainft his fovereigovejy oppofing his tfrdinancos, 
and taking up arnts againft b'-* rcprcfcntativc. He refolved, 
thetcforc, to give fome colour to his proceeding, by allc4£- 
ing, be took arms againj^l; the inca, wh&, he pretended, 
was aflembling an army to iJeficge Cuzio. This pretext, 
however falfc, was fpcc^ous at this juncture, as Mmeo 
^ the inveterate enemy of the PimrroSy fent to acqualnJthe 
^ - 2 vice» 



" viWay* that he was readv4:o tahe the Mi agairuft 0inziih% 
zmto ferve the court of Spain with the drop of h!^ hlood^ 
Tie Tm inci was adually alfemhling forces, in^hert an accid^l^ 
\ pu^ an cod to his lilc, an^ the wretched fubje^iqn in which 
y ho^as held by the Spaniards. A quarrel aroTe between hipa 
V aw a refugee Spaniard^ who had fought his prote^’on in the 
Jhfcuntains, as they were playing at bowls. In the heat of 
plflion, the forgot his obligations to the inca, and"", 

tfe refped^ due to his character. He feized the bow), and 
flung it with fuch violence, as fraftured the fkuU of this un- ‘ 
fortunate prince, and laid him dead on the foot ^ j by which 
^ accident, all the viccroy^s fanguine expectations, from fo 


powerful an ally, were difappointcd, anfi 6’W;z//^*s ho[)cs 
elated. To this unlucky circumftance was fupeiijded, tt.o 
un^afonable progrcls of the mutual animufity fopfilling be- 
tween Fela and the judges ; a ma-hwer, oy^enly 

efpoufed the intereft of Pizar^ ; or*at JcaTt'obftruded, by 
every method in thtyj power, 3l his meafurci, whether of- 
fenfivc or dcfenfivc. 


Prepdra- SuCH was the Hate of the viccroy^s affairs, wliile Gonzaloj 
liens for with an army o^flve hundied well armed Spj:KiarJsf twenty 
^ar. thoufand Indians^ and a train of artillery, fo: out tor Lima ; 
having firft rtopp'’d ajj \ntcrcourfor between Cuzca and the 
principal cities, fcL<d upibn the king’s treafures, a train of 
artillery forft (r om Kuamanca, and alio the cllatcs and effc£ls 
of pcifons deceiifra, appropriated by the magjftrates to the 
crown. The inca’s dc^ith w^s the occafion of thofc open 
declarations j for he could nov. pretend danger from the /«- 
j dians no longer, and was compellld, in lome degiec, to 
avoyv the motives of his condu^. «.Tt was fome time before 
the viceroy Iwd intelligence oi^thcle proceedings. When 
advices arrived that Gonzalo was ;t the head of a formidaole 
army, he Was thrown into gre it p *rpfexiiy, on account o ihe 
bad terms upon which he flood wi h the inha^tants of L 
However, he rcfolvcd not y? be w^ntin^n his duty, aiv ac- 
cordingly fet on foot the moft vigor^^^ s prcparationr^tor fiw'lrcf- 
fing this bold and unexpe.^^ rebel! i<,-ji. He beat up^r i cleats, 
feized upon a large fum of nhwicy be onging toDe J^nd 
fhipped it iov Spnin^ nominated officeis in wh»am i^^^beiicvcvi " 
beco^uld r^pofeconfidcnw^^d affemblfd an compofed 
of fix hundred Spaniards^ ami fovcral thoirfand ludums. Or- 
ders were given to make fire-arms of iron and bell-metal-, to 
^ Which purpofe hq appropriated all the bells in the churches. 
To try the affeiSliofis of the puopld, he dirteltd that feveral 
falfe alarms ihould be raifed \ and to prevent any danger 
(/ La Vega, lib. iv, cap. vii. <# 
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from whofe Sdeliiy ho M|fed«<}f inod^ilM)4uig t« 
hodJaitlJr e^t#Qie<} to bis beifi|;fet at Ubcrtyt h^fr!j^tlMrai)| 
0;^jfiile4 him tm boartl a fhip that lay in the hathoor. I 
MfiAK lime Btzarn was not idle ; while he was m^wib- 
ing fi) a hollile manner to Lim^ be was talcing meafuies to i 
► jufti/y his condud to the court of Spain ; for which purpolfe j 
he comjmiiSoned Tedeja^ the judge moft devoted to his ir^ / 
let eft, to pafs immediately io Europe^ and reprefent to thef 
' coipcror, the neceffity he was under of feiziRg upon the go\ 
.vernment, to prevent the general defertion of the natives any 
S^antardsy in confequeiKe of the ifkcroy's mal-adminiftra** 
tion. He proceeded alfo to feize upon all the ihippiM on 
the coaftv whtreb j he commanded the navigation of the 
South-jea^o appoint new govcrnois ai.d magifirates ift the 
towns; towunifti with death all the fuxnds of the govern- 
ment, and t^xert every c^h^r prerogative of abfolute domi- 
nion, obligii^tlvf-"'- ' nend to the military power. That, 
he might be able to maintain bis army, he exailcd from the 
Spaniards a third of all the rents or trlSutcs they received 
from the natives ; feize J every thing L^Ionging to the crown, 
and, by his conduct, evidently dptlfonftrated his intention 
of throwing off hi:y dependence oil Spainy ana rendeiing him- 
fclf the abfolute fovereign of P^rw; i kheme by no means 
difficult jfT tbc execution St'that jupj^e, /ad G^nzah a£led 
with more prudence and difcretion, Ijj l pun*fiiyciits been 
lefs rigorous, and his bchaviowi nnpfe afc^ble ancf popular. 

Had he made the proper uie/f the univcrfai difiike to the 
new regulations, and convii|Led ihipwople, that he foaght 
their good more than th jgrauiication or his own ambiriOiT, 
he might, undoubtedly, become the greateft Spanimd 
in jf7neiua. \Ve may uit ^tisfied of thio truth, from the 
dctcftition in which thclv ^dmanccs were hcli. Pedra de 
PuiLcSy who liad been uc^ity-governor for Vaca de Cajlroy 
in til u wn of Lmennoy wasE perfon of confiderable^influencc, 
aiidl 'onfcqutnce rJccived by the viceroy, when he 
camJ Luna to pay his rlnplinrents. His comniiffion was 
and he WjJpdcfiic^. to have all his friends in 
rea^ ej t?ke the iielJ, comg[ri.ely aimed, at an hour's 
cxertea himkvf, upon this occafion, with 
diligence, ^id aC’embjpd a confiderahlc body of forces, ^with 
which he marching, in obodi' -fee to frefli ordeis, against 
Pizarro ; but they had nor advanced far, when fome difcourfe 
arifing abcut the.confequeiices of the viceroy’s being fuccq^fs- 
ful, it was unanimoufly agreed, that, if h^^oved viftorious, * 
he would endeavour, with air his power, to eftablifh the 
. new feheme of legiflation ; wh ncc i: was inferred, that 
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ttMft polIti«f fioum wiwiH fit » Mwi 
tt^liiiSrlibertiw *lrf prttolriiy/ 

InAtfovadons iiki«i»d«d. tm misr nkml 

fotwiti dlan it wa« ettcleiifted, im ^ blit 

marcbing direflly to relilfbrce the %bl^. ITitefaiiltfiBlfTO* 
fion «i^as taken by a body of horfd ddatdItbS by {he jii[birb)W« 
ilnder Fek Ntmez^ to intercept PtwiSar, upbii titt'iwcei ^ 
*iad received o( hta' defection. The fofdi^ had coh&kei td 


feill their comnSander, and follow the roftUhe of Pht^t. 
Their intention Was d^fcovercd to Nmrti he ihadb liSb 
efcape in the night, and all his irocfps went over to Pfesw, 
Wbein he joined at Guamanga. From thde inifanCes it'a{i~ 
peart, how geneial was the diflike to ^and^hat Gfei- 
zalo might have efIe<Scd, had he known bow to ptofit by dr- 
cumftances. • g . . j 

"BJEStDES the land-forces vfm^^Ptzarro haA^ollefted, he 
was abiblute mafter of the ocean, nl fUHfuquence of the fei* 
zure of the flii^ing. HIS admiral Htrnandi Baebiaco 
had a powerful fq^dron, w*th which he diftrefTed the 
enemy by every pofli^ method. He attacked the city 
of Panama^ and took aH the fliips in the bay ; by this 
meahs augment ng hi| fli'ct to twenty-fix fail. He had 
alfoa number oftlatid-fcirccs onboard, which b£ debarked 
occafionallf, pluWe^yiand harrafling'the cOSil, although 
the gov^r<nor hailJtl|pybled a little army for their pro- 
teftiem. Fiom #Vnami* he ieered for the ifland of Pearls^ 
where he broke his faitVylo ih^ inhabitants, committed dread- 
ful ravages, impofed tribute',, and levied contributions, 
rather agreeable to the meafurf of h'.;> wants and avarice, than 
the ability of the people. TlA', myal armament, therefore, 
upon the whole, injured the c4ufeot Pixarnty more than it 
promoted it^ Provtfions, monlk, ind warlike ftores, were 
procured indeed by means of the lie^ii great abundance# but 
the tyranny of the admkal raifcd n great numbe» of enmies 
to his party. 1 w * / , •■ ® 

NoTWiTHST/fNDiNG tbc mire^dud of tlte Piza^^Sf 
fuch was the dread conceived by«e bulk of 
of the new regulations, thliMhe vi^roy's affairs m ’“■'j^ry 
unprotnifing afpedi;. Ail th^methods he had tt’u^o 
the jUaloufies of the peof^e. contributedonly to imame them, 
afld the troops he alTembl^raeTe rted as fsfl;^s they were raifitd. 
He had fortified LiTtm in the heft manner fuggefted by his 
knowledge in the art of war; but ftill hc did not chufc to 
truft to walls, w1j«n the peop^andgarrifon were difaffefled** 
It Was his intention to retreat to Truxtlb, which h£ c6in- 
muficatcd to the magifirates, after Ife had fully digcfted * 


I 



tie ^ Aifttrlci. * , 41^*^ 

hit Iplan 6 f og^«tioii9« The jt»!ge$ oppofod bis ddigns nHtbi 
send efsttytliitig wasapin thravsn itiKs confn&m^ juft 
* Vila kiagm^ that he bad concfliared the minds of the in* 
babittat$f by the pmofs he bad enhibited of his vigilance 
» and care for their peefervation. A council was heldi it broke 
np in difordirr and the viceroy determined to ei^ark inb 
feme veflels in the harbour, with the children of the mar«t, 
qats Pizam^ while bis brother Vcia ^Nuniz condu£)ed 
i^e forces by land. This meafure occailoned frefli difpittey^ 
the citizens remonRrated agatnft puttfng the lady FrandfiaAti 
the hands of rudedailors, and the judges gave orders to /ne 
Rohles "to iifKse die jjerfon of the viceroy. They grantel a 
warrant for'this^^rpofe, and executed it with pirnShi- 
ality, thougn with fome difficulty, as V^ had aflembied a 
body of foldiA;& to the numjiretiV^ four hundred men ; wb<P, 
however, laid arms, when they perceived the 

citizens in open lebellion. The judges joow lequired the 
king’s admiral to furrender the fleet, anMlIe children of Pi- 
zarro^ into their hands ; threaten! ng,jp cafe of refufa), to 
put the viceroy to death. Gerokfrjj^urhanojiom^xti with 
the latter part of the demand | bujfiieldeterffoned to run all 
hazards, rather than reflgnthp only Jneanslof defence now 
remaining.^ DifappoincedH^he of thefe 

menaces, the judges contrived drverJl^;^ems ta furprife 
the fleet, and fucceeded fo well,Ihat^^ niade VmNunez^ 
the viceroy’s brother, prifoner ; /nd men repeated their de- 
mand, with themoftpofitive aiurances, that neither brothef 
fhould meet with mercy, jjP cae the admiral continued ob- 
fiinatc Neverthelefs perfevered in his fentiments ; 7 ^^ 

but he was defyted by rh^^iA-admiral, and all the reft of ^gcla^.g 
the fhippingj went ovc ^ the judges, obliging Curbam P/zar- ‘ 

g o fea with the fingle v^el he commanded in peHon. ro. 

SR circumftances fenicd evidently to promote the in- 
" Pizarrop^ judges and he feemed to 

concert againft the Jiccroy^ tho’ it> now appeared, 

? was yhc fingle p<f iW in which they were agreed. 
m- foonefin poffeffion of the viceroy’s per- 

fon ar- i \fleetj than tlrcy prepared a procefs againft Fehy 
whom they ilkended to^fend back to to receive (pn- 

^nce, and fcA orders to Ptzarr&^io ilifband J»ts fords ; tclU 
ing him, that the Viceroy’s mifcoxkiuf^ had devolved the 
whole power upon them, by virtue of the king’s commiffioiv , 

Auguftine Carafe was deputed,with this mefiage^i which proved 
fo unwelcome to Pizarro^ that Re feized CaraU^ and treated 

• . . . ' 

^ Gomara, cap. cxxxii. Carats, cap. xi. lib* i* 
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V I, im with great feverity^^ The anfwer returned to tbejodgei 

WaS) that Gonzak P/zurra was now conftituied goveniot^g^ 
neral ; in which quality, if they refufed to obey, the dty 3^ 
Lima (hould be deftroyad with fire and fwoid. To^ give 

\ weight to this anfwer, he proceeded on his inarch towards « 
^hat capital of the Spanijh colonies, .and encaniped within a 
louarter of a league of the city. A frefh fummons was fent to 
Ahe judges ; and finding it was difregarded, Gonzah began to ^ 
^rc6t batteries, with intention of laying fiege to Lima^ which 
prsxluccd the defired cfFcft, the whole city declaring againft the 
Pizirro judges, and moft of the inhabitants defeating to the camp. 
rfduceslA- A jprty of twenty men, fent out to recojinoitrc tljc Wtirks of 
nia. thcSbefiegers, was taken % and Gonzald^s army ncjw became fo 
numerous, that he difpatched Carvajal with a ftmmons, dc- 
c^ring, if any farther delay/jvflfi made, the city muft fufFer 
all the confeqLienccs of his vengca?K»-^d^^ aferibe 

to their obftinacy the bloodfl>«id of their fellow citizens. Even 
this menace coulfiVnot move them, until Carvajal ordered 
fome of the chief prV'^ners he had taken the preceding day to 
be hanged up jn figh^ the befiegcd. This ftaggered the 
judges ; who zi lengtj y\ 2 lded to the remonftrances of the 
citizens, and tl^eir dr#d oT rhe confequences of their refufal 
to admit fiizarri^ J^^rdingi^^^'llis army was drawn up in 
order of battle made his entry in triumph in the 

month dt ^livats were appointed to celebrate this 

event, znd Lima blazei^iWithv^onfires, and rung with rejoicings. 
From this period Gon&lo da^d his authority, in virtue of the 
royah commiflion granted to)his l^rother, which he declared 
« was intended to defeend to^is heirs. Befides, this com- 
miflion was corroborated b)^ fttc^authority of the judges, 
whom he f ^rced into a compiunce with all the nevf .gpQamt- 
ments and alterations he mad^'n the government. &nzak 
procured their countenance to levteFs he thought fit to dispatch 
into Spaifti to folicit the emperW, that he inight be cc^firm- 
cd in the government whcch he l^.d fo'boldly ururped,ff jr ciife’" 
only means of reftoring the puTO^k tranquilli<>[. . M 
hi vice- This flow of profperity wasmterrupted foqn acci- 
roy ajfem- dcnts, that gave great difJj^iet w Gonzalo.^ Van^^MjaJlroy 
hies an though the perfon^sapfl injured by the viceroy^' rfot -tmly de- 
army^ (clared hhi refolution oftBiplicitly obeying the fbyal mandate, 
but efcaped front Panarfiay on advice that the rebel admiral 
J^achicao was on his way thither. He intimated his defign of 
oppofing GonzMo ; and this accii} ent became of more import- 
ance, becaufe tne viceroy 4iad found means to tSe& his 
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'*tit tSftory jtf America* . 

el^pe^ ailj %i»now raiftng an aamy with gfvat dfiigenee. 
pifBefore his airii^al he had coIle£i:ed above one hun« 

dred and fifty men, and was there joined by two hundred 
mpTe^ who had not yet been infcfled with the contagious j 
of rebellion. He took courage from the mifcondudt of / 
bis adverfary, and entertained hopes that Gonzaloh infolentef 
Would foot! turn the ftrcam of popular afieflion, and one* 
,more reduce the humours of the people ilito their natural 
.channel. He difpatched his fon-in*law into 
(jiiaint his imjierial majefty with theftate of affairs in 
and requeft that^fpeedy faccours might be fent again/ the 
febeltl^ his men had been defeated in a fleirmilh 

with fom^ bt PiTiarro's marauders ; but he foon revinged 
this difi^raoe in perfon, by falling fuddeifly upon the viflori- 
Ous enemy j'^.whorn he ent’^reij^over threw ; however, thetbfs 
on the fide or as inconfiderablp, and the efFe<Jls of • 
tbefe fkirmifhes were only to Jtiimate th^conibatants to more 
bloody hoftilities. 

GONZJLO had now determined 
with all his forces, before he 
ble. In confequence of this ref^ 

^itOy and fuilained great 
but his fStdiors being vcffn 
quered all difliculties, and advanceJ 


attack the viceroy 
becoi^ more formida* 
ent his march to 
ng the defarts ; 
(9:ioi% they con- 
^tbecicmy, that 


Vela thought proper to decline # ba|M^ and retire *to. 

Pizarro had found means to e/cite liuurbances in his camp, 
by tranfmitring letters to his ofincipai officers, with proffiifes 
not only of pardon, bua of^rcat rewards. The viceroy 
imprudently fufpected aIli#io had received thofe offers, • 

And pL!niflj£d,^hetn as ifflf^jiad adlually embraced the pro- 
p4#£iisir^' lienee arofe a nyinous fpirit, whifii, united to 
^tbe^'itigue and hunger fullimed in his retreat, brought his 
affafs to thegreatett extreJiity. Vexation and trouble had 
fouild his teni^r, a^jd hJrnow added to unavoidable evils, 
Intingthat indignarimn agaihfi his own people, which 
he vV ' unalfie to pour dtjfAi upon the heads of his enemies.' 

So^^vfof' beft officers ^ put to death on the moft ground-* 
of.tre acherf ; by which means he again aliena- 
ted tlj/e mit’|ls of all tfcc Spaniards juft as theyjwere 

conimg to aproper fenfe of thew duty. * • . 

x\mt Pizarro kept up tht purfuit from St. Miguel Ue is pur* 

to fo hotly, that the armies were frequently in fighuo£/«f^ 

each other, ana the royalifts forced to jfebp conftantly in Ptzarro. 
arms, during a journey of one hundred and fifty leagues, in 
the couife of which tbzy were chiefly nourithed by he^bs, 
roots, andolhef vegetables. The approach of the rebels to 
' D d 2 
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!^i^t obliged the viceroy tp qpit thatdefeocpIfls^idQ^f. JMli , 
retreat forty leagues beyond it i hoping that Pham wou4 ^ 
ftop the purfuit, in order to refrelh bis men in' a place a- ^ 
t bounding with neceflaries t but he was miftakqn.) the rebjCla 
Scarce halted at but puihed on with fo much ardor 

perfeverance, as drove Pela to defpair. Whep he law a 
^ty of rebels defeendinga hill near his camp, he lifted up 
his hands to heaven, and exclaimed, Shall it be credited in 
*^/uture ages, that Spaniards cm purfue the ftandard of their 
**'^g with fuch obftinS^, as to: end ore every polite 
** h^ihrp for the fpace of four hundred leagues f” meaning 
from Lima to the place where he was then encaonpedv on 
the falther extremity of Peru. Still, howevei^, he proceed* 
ed on his retreat ; which at length determined Gotzals to re* 
tura to ^ito, where he employed bis time in mifth and fef- 
tivitf , as if the viceroy was alread^onouafed^- ‘ . 

VELA being thur fufiered to reft in quiet in the province 
of Popayan, he fet in procuring more complete arms 

for his troops, and c^mg in ail the detachments employed 
in diftant conquefts. /^^^ecovered his fpirits con&derably» 
that Diego Centent had r«jva|^ed from Pizarroy and was now 
making a poweriy divj^fich: ^n the oppofite fide of Peru s 
and notwithftandnyv h^'other mtaz was taken ptifoner ia 
his paftage^o Pa>»^k^,. ter having once efcaped out of the 
hands of 'iiis enemiSU^'len^'^rtained hopes of a favourable 
iflue to the war. He vdas jd^ed about this time by Jum 
Catrerasy with an hundred m^.i ; which reinforcement en- 
couraged him to face the cnentV, weakened by the detach- 
ment fent againft Centeno itL'wever, all his expectations 
wure blafted by a ftratagem ofT’^teiS'rr’s. That ofiScer gave 
out, that he p'ould go in perfonWith the greater plu^pf bU 
army, to Choreas^ againft Cente^ who was plunderin(».his 
lands in that country, and leave^PifiZ/o with three hundred 
men for the defence of the frontb r. He appointed his itap- 
tains, begun his journey for ’, ebrrupted a fpy 
tained by the viceroy in the cit)4^ vhom he haf difeov' red, 
and charged with falfe intelligenceVbr his mafter ,<ir> roc at ing 
from lum the cypher ufed in his lett» s to Vela. At /4^<ame 
tlme^e ordered PucH^^ write an invitation to hts Vriwds in 
the viceroy's army in a^pher, whicli he todc fcare tto^iavo 
explained to the fpy, thut they would fpend fome timh, at 
^ito in the ablence of Gonzalof where they might depehd 
• on being treated* with the utmoft pordiality, notwithftandtng 
any differences of opinion in Shatters relating to the goyeVn- 
me^i but care was taken to havec'hefe letters .fall into the 
viceroy 'a haads, without affording f^afpiciewof defign. So 



ItU H$»3 ^ Amer!^? 

tRafty eimMnftanceS) the publvc report, the inleltigenee of his * 
and <he1iittrcepttd all convinced VeU of what 

► Umzah dcfiVed to have believed. Itnmedia^Iy he afimhled 
by troops on the firii advices tha^ Gm^ had fet out for Los 
Clarm^ and began his inarch for ^ho with the utitioft pri- / 
vacy and celerity. His forces amounted to eight bundle/ 
men, buff raw, undifciplined, and very indifferently acc^ 
tred; while Gmzalo had notice of every motion, diredled ms 
meafures accordingly, privately joined TueUeSy and upon a 
* general mufter found his troops lo confift of two huj^ed 
mufqueteers, three hundred pi}:e men, and an hundrjfa and 
fifty^horf^ all a|)proved hardy veterans. He encamped 
out th"?\:ity iv. fueh narrow bounds as carried all the 2] ^ 
ance of very flender numbers. Vela approached within two 
leagues o^^ the entrenchments, without entertaining^the 
flighteft furpjcion, upon ad^ce of which Gonzalo decamped^ 
in the night W?d/ 6 ut beat of drum, intej^ing to furprife him \ 
but the viceroy had taken th * refolutioiwf gaining poffeflion 
of ^ito before he hazarded a battlp and had on purpofe 


m 


begun his march in the middle, 
mountains and rugged precipice 
out oppofition, and there firftiHd 
wliich threw hin^irftS^e i 
communicafed this piece of intelK 
fores were debated in a counci . 
that as a retreat was now ifcon^ /inprafticable, that the 
whole fliould reft upon the fc/tunebf a battle, for which all 


the night, over fteep 
e cnlAcd the city with- 
ntimalon of the ftrata- 
i^fl wnffernation. He 
^ neceflary mca- 

''^und it refolved, 


the officers made the moft vii 
On the other hand, Cfom 


[orous preparations. 

|7 was no lefs furprifed and dif* 


appointed to find tha^^ iviceroy had quitted his courfe ; 
but whep. was told by ^e Indians that be had taken the 
^itOy he purfued^m with great rapidity, and foon 
caiil; within fight of the royal army, drawn up* in batta* 
lia f cfore the city. A Ikfmifliing immediately commenced 
the aTlvancud pefs, whifih terminated to the advan- 
t^' of the rebels, apejf^rought on a more general and 
blo 4 ' V cr‘ ,/?gement betv^f en the horfe, who fought with great 
.\*id obftinacy. | The infantry had not yet come to 
blo' d aX ^feemed to warrwith anxiougppxpcdlation in what 
manoer vii^ory wouW declare on tKe fide of the catalrjrj 
whjm at length thp impetuofity* and ftubborn valour of 

veterans turned the fcale, and made room for the foot 
to join in clofe engagement ; for fuch was |be extraordinbrj^ 
difpofition of both armies,*thal the horfe Occupied almoft the 
entire front. The roy^l infantry in the rear were furnei^ hat 
difconccr^Jfiiby^hc precipitate tumultuous retreat of the van- 
^ • D d 3 quifhed 
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^ • 4^uifbed piv4lry; but they ftwn rallied, 

tack of the enemy vi^itb fiiinnefs and intrepidity, until per^ 
ceiving the fuperior ftrength of Gonzalsi*s powder, and exe-i^^ 
I cution of his murquetry, they were feized with a pannic, and « 
Th vi\ routed with great flaughtef . The viceroy fought like a pri- 
is vate foldier, at the fame time that he difplayed ail the qiiali* 
feateJan^^s of an excellent general, animating, exhorthig, footh- 
ftmn, \ig, and menacing his troops to perform their duty. He en^ 
Januaiy Montalto^ ^ brave rebel officer, hand to hand, and dif* 

19, 1546. mounted him, after an obftinate conteft. He might now * 
havkefcaped, had not his own courage carried him into the 
mid^of the enemy, as an Indian coat whfth he wore over 
his almour hindered his being known. A fojdieT fetTupon 
him with great fury, and laid him dead with the ftroke of a 


battle-axe, little in&gining that he was fpilling the blood 
of qhc king’s reprefentative./it is affirmed ^ La Vega^^ 
that his intention not to furvive Ws^ 3 ^^wer and honour, 
or fubjedl himfelf tA the mortification of becoming the pri- 
foner of the conqull^. His head was cut off, and fent in 
triumph to ^ito^ to iWuce the inhabitants to receive Gon-^ 
%alo as govei nor jp while fii^ody was interred with all the ho- 
nours due to his d jalityl ^ 

In confequencP of tl^^ det»*j54g^^ftory, Gonzah came into 
immediate poffeflicii^of^^'e wholc^thority. He dTfpofcd of 
every thing at luniChcd his enemies, and pro- 

moted hisTriends win^^ coAroul. Whatever his infnlence 
might have been on fortf cr oorafions, he certainly afled up- 
^ on this with prudence and dift'etion. Aflembling the pri- 
foners, he reprefented the povi ‘:r vuchich heaven had put into 

* his hands, the defigns he had V^fujiporl and prote£f public 
liberty, the necefTary confequerL:esViiich mufivtaa^refultcd 
from the eftAliftimentof the neV regulations, and tneTTM^ircst, 
committed by thofe perfons wha fupportcd Fela's tyrar^iy ; 
after which he difmiffed them witF a general pardon, exFept 
a few of the ringleaders, whom hVban^cd t8 Chili ancv*t^^ 
diftant provinces, «dmoni£Ring tl^n not to incur his ityg- 
nationby any attempts againft his'^thority, or o^pofitir|m to 
his meafures. Fe^^a Nunez^ brotb» to the dccealeo 

was permitted to live in ^itoy oj^his promife to ILbmit 
quietly to the prefel 7 %Mi§Qvernment, and to avoijf all j^ots, 

^ ca6als, anS intrigues. He even allowed Nunez aftervOWds 
to accompany him to Limoy and treated bim in the 
journey with the utmoft familiarity ; more perhaps than was 

• juftiftablc in ftrifl poUcy to a fcrftn who mull certainly en- 


^ ]jA Vcc.lib.iv, cap/24. 


' . tertain 



tertain « fdvate antmofityi however carefully' he might dij- • ^ 

guife his ^haviour 

f When the troops were fufficicntly refreflied after the fa*- 
tigues of a Ion? march and a bloody engagementi Gonzah 
, dOpatched his lieutenant Carvajd! wich a flrong party to the 
fouthward againft CenUm^ who commanded a little army of 
royalifis, lifter having flain Almiadras, and eluded all the mj 
deavours of Alonfo de Tor$t who cppofed him with fuperi#r 
forces, both gentlemen of influence, and®ftrcnuous friends 
of the viceroy. Near Callao an attempt was made by 
Uno to furprife Carvajal in his quarters ; but he was ^lap- itfis entire^ 
pointed, having found that oflScer ready to receive hyn, at ly reduced 
the he'^ of a^fup^rior army. Carvajal even purfued aWrnj • 
over mountains and defarts, but could never bring hirli to a 
general adJion, notwichftanding every tfay was produdlive of 
bloody fkirmiftes. At ien^h he feized upon a pafs, where 
he was of opinion the enemy muft nec^aiily be furroundedj 
and forced to Jay down thtfir arms ; Mut Centeno*s vigilance 
extricated him out of this difficulty likpArife, and forced Car- 
vajal to confefs, that in the courfe^lbrty campaigns made in 
Italy and other countries, he had bchcLl fo extraordinary 
a retreat as that performed by CJfUflj oveita defart country of 
two hundred leagues inexfe^ in iic faciof a Tuperior ene- 
my. It was impoffiblcTnowevcXjbi^ c^ld leng maintain • 
himfelf in this diftrefled condkior!c^))?^j^re£ted his march 
to Arequeba^ where he deterfr/ned’^Kmbarlc his troops, and 
proceed to Chilis if (hipping/coul1?{ be provided, for^whicli 
purpofe he fent an officer before him. A velTel bound to ^ 

Chili was hired ; but juft as le was ready to embark, Carva- 
jal appeared; upon whjgh ^enieno told his men that provi-* 
dcnce wa«> ?gainft the!^ mat they muft now difperfe in 
fmali bodies, and fhife fw. themfelves, untih ibme change 
hApened ; after whijh lie took an afFeflionatg leave, re- 
tired into the mountains, land concealed himfelf until the ar- 
V ^ viceroy fr^ Spain, 

oppofition beinj'v now Amoved by the reduSion of 
thi latt ^/my of the r|yalifts, the rebels ufed all their en- 
ds^’Avour. to perfuade Gjbzalo to aflTume the titles and honours 
of fb^ereign of Peru^ ifidfipendent of the emperor and court 
of Spain, * Curvajal^xoXt him a lett^^.^Th which he ol^ferves, 
th^, after having oppofed thef royal edidi, cut oflT the head of ^ 

,tfte king’i reprefentativc, and waged open war againft his 
forces, there remained no other means of fecurity 
perfevering in rebellion^ aflTj^ming the jefown, gaining the* 

G^mara, lib, cxxxiii. ^ 

D d 4 afFcdlions 



' t)ie SpmeB^dt thus lib«nil; i6iioM» mi 

conciliating himfelf in the beft mannec poflii^e wjth 
4iansi hy Which means he might .bid defiance to all the power ^ 
of Sfietinf it being improbable that hi# impcriel majefiy could 
L tranfport a numtor of forces to fo diftant a region fufiicjbni: ^ 
\to conquer Peru, Whether it was that the vaftnefs of tho 
Vmjcfl ftruck Gonzah^ or that he dckri^xgntifymg bis am-! 
Wion until be had firft efiabliibed the government and tried 
the tSt&s of his temonfirances to the court, we cannpt de« 
teqnine; but certain it is, that he reiifted ail the temptations , 
thrown in his way by his* flattering officers. ^ La Vega af* 
cribembis moderation to the firm belief hemfertained that 
he wdnld be confirmed in the governmer\t fi\n ^ ^rrhiciple 
of polfcy, and reftoredby the court to all the employuienta^ 
held by his brother. «His public entry, into Truxillo and Z/- 
ma was triumphant - but he aliened no regal honours, and 
even refufed to wabi[ under a canopy, as had been ptopofed* 
tie entirely altered hiV condu<3;^nd proceeded from inference 
and pride, to the oth!l|gxtreme of affability, in order, by this 
means, probably to la^a foundation for the great defigns 
projected by his ^herenm^ He made Nonejofa high admiral 
of the Teas, ordei|:.ng hu fail to Panama^ and detach 
Ferdinando ul/rA-/i?^acrofs|kh?:^8|^ to furprife Nmbn de 
Dios^ which he ac\;|nai()^^.aed wim^i'fcarce an y^ refinance; 
fo that he pow the north and fouth feas, and 

could obftfhft any lop&ffe » fr™ being fent either from Old 
or New Spain to the affilYinceVf thofe who might prove in- 
clinable to join the royal paVy, and again light up the 
fparks of diiTention. Nor did If: think thefe meafures alto- 
<^ether fuflicient for his fecurity.^^ggrehenfive of fomc turn 
of fortune, he refolved to ufe his^tmbil endeavours to con- 
ciliate the cou»^ of Spain to his which he pretended 

only tojuftify by the extreme necdrity of affairs. Accatti- 
ingly eildam was commiffioned to 1:) to Old Spain^ relate tU 
the late tranfadlions in the moft fltourfjble light, aflure fds^^ 
majefty of the zeal# and loyalty olWonzak^ and folicit 
government for him, rather with a iliming view ^promote 
the public intereft, than recompenf^tiis fervices, (^gratify 
his ambiuon. Aldano was further-^hVeded tp promifit ren 
payin^^ whatever batWaasp expended of the king*, treaflfre, 
proa^ided GohzaW^ requeft and a'geperal pardon were gram^. 
To enforce this application, it was intimati^d that a conffi^ 
rle^able fum of money Ihould immediately be remitted, froni 


? I^A Veca, lib. iv. cap. 41. 


Peru^ 








the prefeotiiecdKlcms circumftances of the Spmi^^mfU 
^ Tmn^ in i^iruMnA now been nf fo lenip n du- 

rationi tbet wry thing vm known in Sp^iin before Md»m\ 

|.artiral» and that conqueft dveneup a» loft* It had been 
proposed in council tn tnAw:^Gma&al 9 by force of arms, and 
bring the Isold ufnf 0 to cond^ punimment ; yet the iiir 
ficulty of tranfpoftittg an army fufficknt for Chat purpoft^ 
to fo diflant a quarter, cccafioned the miniftry to regard the 
.eoterprife as irripradticable, until the mifeondufl of Phunj^ 
brought about/fqme favourable turA for af&fting the voya^fm* 
Hptvever, thd mickations of JiJana now ufoered a fiieam 
of bopei^^fie perceived that the ufurper thought his 

fituatiort tkklifo before he would ftoop tchmake conceij^ns, 
or require any ratification and fanSton a^f his condu£l. A 
perfon who had ventured upc(i fuch gr(^ violation of Isivr, 
and evident rebellion, muft have been Aifconcerted in hir 
fchemes, before he would threw himfely upon the mercy of 
a prince whom he had fo henioufly off^fded. In this man-* (j^fca /x 
ncr the Spmifi miniftry reafoned j ir /confequence of which 
they rcfolvcd^o fend ti\c licariiii^L^WeJra Ga/ca^ a man of quality of 
fenfe and probity, to take upan^m|thc gebernment of Px - prejidunt to 
ruj with the title of A cJinmiffiQn to this Peru, 

purpofc was^figncd at \vh(u^c.|lmpsrDr then re-* 

Tided, in the year 1546, and Jifpatcdied with a 

(lender convoy, both to fave d/argr^* i, * the court, and avoid 
all appearance of pomp and of^nta^on to the inhabitants of 
Peruj which it was appreh<ytded might givedifguft* On 
his arrival at Nombn de concealed the real purport 

of his commiiEon, g*vineop he had a melTage from • 
the emperor to Pi%arr^%m which, if he refufod to com-^ 
ply, he was to return dire<^ to Spaiuj as he fiSirined no pre« 
ten^ms to be a warrior rlid coniequently had nq delign of 
enfi/cing obedience by ainj of arms. He farther intimated, 
chiePbufineis Wj|s to revoke the new regulations 
had created fuch u^ytafinefs; amd to prefide in the coun- 
cil. In fa(f!, po^,^d was unlimited ^ hut this he pru- 

dent ly concealed, until ne had founded the afFe^ions of the 
Peruvians: an 4 k is alhUgfida, thgt^in cafe he found matters 
could not bc*otherwife adjofled, he w:.^ empowered to^rant 
the .pardon required, recall thefnew ordinances, and confil- gains 
tiK\5 Piztxrra viccTc^ of Pxri/, it bliog lefe culpable, as was the fleet. 
bbferved in council, to allow the devil fltould be governor, 
than for Spain to lofe the ioeftipiable mioei Sf Pot^ fe much * 
iTiafoodid the court of Spain place on the filver ctf Psra, 

• expe i'nce 
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cxperieBce huh evinced to be » ^roiiiotts and fatal ac- 
quifition. t ^ 

Thk firfi aSion which confirmed the opinion entertatnei|( 
of Ga/ca^s policy, was the artful manner in which he infinu- 
ated himfelf into the efteem Mixia, who had been ap«^ 
pointed governor of Nombre Ue Dios by Pizarro. To this 
K^ntleman the prefidem addr^t;(red himfelf with fech irrefifti- 
^le blandifhments, that, wifii his whole garrifon, he deferted 
the ufurper, and (bon after aflifted Gafia in prevailing upon 
t|)e admiral Nonojofa to declare with his whole fleet for his. 
in^rial majefty. • * • 

T^nsE important negotiations fucceediifg happily, Gafca 
• dctennined to know how Gonzab relilhcd the feJsjvs of his 
arrivlU for which purpofc hcdifpatchcd Paniagua^ Igentlc- 
Tbe mpe- man of great penetration and addrefs, to Lima^ with a letter 


ror^s letter fr<fm the empero.^, and •another from himfelf, to Pizarro. 
//) Pizarro. In the former of feefc his imperial majefty condefeended to 
cajole this ufurpery^quaintin^ him, that, being informed of 
the difturbances cxSqgd in Peru by the viceroy’s too rigorous 
execution of the new^^gulations, and periuading himfelf 
that whatever Pbt/trro party had done, was intended 

to promote themiblic lei^t, and fupport the honour and 
intcreft of the ci^wn, Ife hlviid|j,^chcd the liccnciadc Gaf^ 
ca^ in quality ofVrelSdfiiii, withal' powers and inifrufiions 
to terminvc all\mLgWes,| redrefs all grievances, and do 
whatever* might conu^.e t«.the improvement of this valu- 
able conqueft, and the pclfaE of his fubjefts, whetner Spa* 
ntards or natives ; in which hirequired Pizarro to aflift him 
with his advice and influence, iaftumng him, that the impor* 
* tant fervices performed by hinih^lf and his family (hould be 
The pre- held in grateful remembrance. FNo? was the prefident’s Ict- 
*^deni*s ter lefs rcfpc&ful. He blamed t\|r Icvcrity and inflexibility of 
letter to the vicerqy for all the ditturbam es^and efFufion of bKod. 
Pizarro. He declared his belief, that hislimperial majefty didinot 
afejibe the late civil commotions lo th^irdifol^^dience 
loyalty, but to tbs neceflit|^ of ciAumftances which obilJ^d 
Ptzarro and his friends to aft on a principle of Alf-preferva- 
tion. He appeared to be not at all lurprifed at their opimfi- 
tion to the new laws, on^^rcougiLrS* the rigour with Vhich 
the viceroy requircif^Aey (hould be cx^'uted. ** The moft* 
^S;)whoIerome nouriihment, (hid he, may be convert^ to 
poifon, by being improperly adminifterbd. His majeSy 
‘‘ hath now fent me to quiet the minds of the people, by a 
t « revocation of thpfc laws, according to the prayer of your 
petition, with .power to publifh a general pardon of all 
Carnes and mifdemeanors already tommitted. 1 am en- 




to cahftijt the people, #ild be guided by their opU * r 
nion, witjn refped to the proper me 2 ifure 8 for promoting 
0 the interefts of religion, and the welfare of the inhabi* 
tanta/' He then exhorted rixarro to take ihcfe mattera 
^^CoTerious confideration, anU {he%r his gratitude to his fo-; 

Wereign for reftoring him to enjoyment of all his eftates 
and pofiefSons, after an a£i; whiu another prince would havc^ 
thought dtferving of fevere puil^ment. So favourable a(ii» 
interpretation of a condu<^ whicn^ould ha^e admitted of a ; 
different conftruflion, dcmonftratbd the clemency of the> 
monarch, and ought to^infurc thelo^ty. of the fubjeflV a 
duty incumbent ftot only by the laws of nature, but expli- 
citly cnforc'/d by tbofe of revelation. Your ancef ors, 

** faid the prefident, have diftinguiflied Amfelves by aheir 
“ fervices, they have rendered themfelvc^iluftrious by their 
“ loyalty j it will be your patfl ^ instate mis example in title 
largcft characters, and not tarpiOi theijMuftre and lineage 
by your defeCiion from thefir virtucr.^ Next to the falva- 
tion of our fouls, our nc3tt care be the preferva- 

“ tion of our honour, the fmalleft Wumifh on which is per- 
‘‘ celvubiL in lucid bodies, moving yi your/phere, and re- 
fleCUng lighten all things aroup^th^m. 'Jffhe fouleft fpot, 

** next to difobedience^^^-ff^L God jf hfiaven, is treafon 
“ againft yout country, and rcbeUia*; a^^inft y6ur earthly 
fovereign. He is God’s viA'^gercoi'C and appo^ted by 
“ him to preftrve order and fioodigovernment in fociety. 

Let me advife you, thercfoij?, to veigh thofe things avith 
impartiality and prudence, ijind refleCi upon the power of 
your king, whofe forcec yotj^are very unable to withfland ; 

“ but left your inexperiejyj^'* Vi his court, not having viewed 
the ftrength and numbers O" his armies, fliould betray you 
into an unjuff eftimate of^/our comparative pBwers, figure 
td^yourfeli the puiflaofc if the Great Turk^ who*marchcd 
“ in^jjerfon at the head of| three hundred thoufand fighting 
H came Within ,Jigb / of the imperial army, and re- 

** «red with precipitatio ' without daringfto give battle.” 

T'hese I tters occalion jsd warm debates in Gonzalo's coun- DehaUs. in 
cils.* They w^ere read vweral times, and ftill the hearers Pizarto’j 
were dJvid- ^ about the ou^ht to be returned. coundL 

Carvajal \va$ .or accej^ring the offers of nis majeft 3 j, antf re- 
turning to their duty and obedfence. Capeda was of a d^ 
reClIy contrary op/hionj alledging, that all the promifes were 
^ infidious, in order to prevail on them to^lay down the iik 
arms, and then fall upon vhei^ defencelefs. He reprefented, prrjh 
that if ):he prefident were once admitted, he would infmwate 
himfelf into t^affeCtiojbof the people, and difpofe of tSem 



Tii (if 

"ihuaiil *Mh) th«r fortunes at pleafare. Piz^n deditied liis 

i^so/ opinion until he bad mattire!^ deUberatcd aeoint«rfiKH 
Limi. importance; and in the meait Qttie Ptimague^ the prefident^; 

agent, pra&ifed fo artfultf wttlj the principal citizens nf / 
ma^ that they were rcafly to'dcfert the ufurper when th<|^, 
lifft opportunity offered, ancr they were furc of being pm- ^ 
.^fe&ed from his vengeance* '^Although his late ltondu£t had 
^been unexceptionable, the^ ripped up old grievances, afld* 

' complained that be bad p*.^ feveral perfons of diftindion to 
death; that he had ufur|;^d their property, and violated their 
wiVes and children, 's if thefe crimes had been recently 
committed. They Embraced the genera? paj^on offered, 
and Paniagua perfe' ered in alienating th^ir affections from 
Pizarro^ and rcc^iming them to their duty, in contempt of 
the menaces of tl^!^furpcr, to put him to death if he difco- 
vdfed him tampeifng WTth tt»^* citizens. He was now en- 
couraged to proceW with bpldnefs by the declaration of the 
fleet ; and this like^ife ^ont’rfouted to make the inhabitants 
of Lima lend a moD^liiing ear to hr perruafions. How- 
ever, all poifible careiL^ taken to keep their defigns fecret ; 
and yet it was ^uiiiver^n^ known, except to Pizarro^ who 
had juft rcfolvcd^jpon c?nukciiig the opinion of Capeda^ not 
to admit the pre^dent^ witn%^ch view he had difpatchcd 
orders to hii» admri^lto^rovide a Imp for his return to Spain* 
He had nptTCt recent advic^ of that officer's defeftson, which 
had alfo been kept private, t\^e more to difconccrt the ufur- 
per, who would thereby be\leprived of helps on which be 
Pizarrf depended. Having formed tW fc meafures, he thought pro- 
anfnxjtr io Paniagua bis final ^(fwel*, in a letter direfted to 

the prefi- the prefident. Here he compmmyjjcd the prefident’s learn- 
dtm^skt^ ing and good fenfe. He befou^hitTiin to confidcr him as a 
perfon cxtreiilely devoted to hi# majefty, and to remember 
the inceflant labours of the Piz^rp family for the fpa<<«l of 
fifteen years to augment the terr^ories and revenues rf^thc 
crown of Spain. They had fubqaed^ countries of 
tent, abounding vrith more gold and fiWer than the uif^ted 
kingdoms of the world, at their own private rifque, without 
putting the king to the cxpence of a/inglc crown, and whh- 
out any other reward thjii.' ccwa/libufnefs of having VI, rved 

thcir^^rince and coilBlty' with fidelity aniMuccefs. They nad 
, ii/deed acquired treafures, buf thefe were liberally expended 
in fettling colonies, and fupporting their ctnquefts.* They 
had not the inheritance of a fingleacreof Nnd, the court 
' of Spain granting only a kind leafes during life to the ad« 
venturers, which reverted to the crown upon their doceafe ; 
smd ^otwitbfianding thefe cruel luTgleds, tbe^remalned 

^ .1^ fixed 
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fixed intteir i^yj^ty, ahd re^juired rto argHiiiei^tofem^ ” / 

them thdr imy^ by fttiiijig fdrii his mjljeft/s power, and 
®Rie fucepfs of His arms, agaii^his enemies* Towards the 
do&of his letter he endeavou^to d|fnonftnite> that, to the im- 
l^dence and inflexibility of l(|^ viceroy, ought to be aferibed 
all tbofe unhappy commotians|yGncerely lamented by everg 
friend to fo^ety j and be juilifielhis own ufurpation, by ob« 
ferving, that he waschofen agcnftecneral by^all the cities and 
corporations of Peru^ and impov^^d by them to oppofe the 
‘vipfences of the vicero];j;, having tabBisdled nothing without 
their concurrency. 

This wsui the varnilh with which Pj^rra coloured over 
his own rebellious %ondui5l, although i^fwas known to the 
whole world that he had ufed violence iil.^Hging the jddges 
to furrender Lima^ which aloiie evi^ed that he had not a<5^d 
by their authority. To fhew the ^oper^fpeti to the impe- 
rial letter, with which he had ^en honwred, he difpatched ‘ 
fevcral agents, ir.< . quality am^ 'o^Jldcration, to repre- 
fent his conduct \u O' loft favourab^ light, and procure a 
ratification of the r *iiy he.hj^'Vufurped ; but thefc de* 
ferted him, went to ama^ an<^c«',epted Employments, to 
which they were appe nted byihr l>rcfident} This encouraged 
the royai.ifts jnore and appeart C^rUentj^ and divers Centeno 

others defeended from the moumail‘-S j|rnd emerged out of 
thofe caves in which they had long concealed, r A party ral others 
was forming againft Pizarro, ^jnd every thing boded the re- 
vival of the civil war- The prefident, after ilTuing orders to 
the governors of St. Martha XCarthapnay Granada^ and Pg- 
payan^ to levy forces wi A awxpcdition, ventured to leave ^ 
Panama^ and fet fail roftrr^ih<^|on tiers of Peru^ ' 

at Tumbez. The vice-admir/al Aldena failing the coaft 
Per^U with a fquadron of 0ur men of war, was joined hyz 
gre^ number of defertess, ';vhom he immediately formed into 
corijJpMiiiies, appointing ofil :ers agreeable to the powers vefted 
m by Gafca* Jag^ de Nara ws induced, by the prefence 
of the vice* admiral, the perfuafion of Centeno^ and fufpP\ 
cions which he entertained of Pizarro^s farther defigns, to dc- 
' dare (or the prefident, ^fter he had ailembleda corps of five 
m^n, •land appomcetfTTSV^'geliSrH renSezvous of the 
king*s forces at 

^ Aovic£ of t^fe tranfaflions f€X)n reaching Pizarrv, fie * 

^.faw the necelE^ of taking vigorous meafures for his own dc** 
fence. Tjuj^volt of bis fleet, the conftant defertioif <X ^ 
thofe h9^^d deemed his friends, and theidailyincreafe of bis 
cnemK'r, filled him wkh reafonable apprehenfions th% his 
ufurpatior* v:wld meet with farther oppofitton, and fet him 
/ upon 



»^r>nzaIo 

rai/es an 
army. 


the MJtory vf ‘America, 
levying trobps ivith the uttnoft diligence. In thei|Acc 
of a few days, he mnilerecl near a thoufand m^*n in the ct(^ 
of Lima^ all veteran.4, well and provided with horfe 

and Haves for conveying theyoaggage j fo that this %od 
might be regarded either as t^alry or infantry, juft as oed 
Jion required, and had the a^antage of marenitjg with great 

whatever part they were deftined. 
sngth j he fent detachments to 
places, ordering it to be pub- 
the president had exceeded the 
g forces againft hin>, and attempting 
a country which had ^ft begun to 


celerity, without fatigue, 
•^or was this bis whole 
CuzcOy La Plaiay and 
lifhed in all places, iJ[M 
king’s orders in ra 
to embroil in civil 


o/ier 


^war : 
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tafte the bleffing^f peace and tranqufllity. He affirmed 
that? the royal corF^ijiflion did not extend fo far as to empower 
Ci^fca to Aipplaiit him Jp his^ authority ; it only con ft itu ted 
him prefident of t\e council^ with inftru<5);ions to purfue the 
nioft pacific mcafilJrs. Asf^e had exceeded the bounds of 
his authoiity, al ledger! that the people were no lefs - 

concerned than to check a growing ambition j for 

if the prefident came oJH^uccefsfiil in his undertakings, they 
tnufl: expedl to bt plun Jir^and difpoflefled of thofe riches they 
had acquired wifh fo and bloodfhcd, and perhaps 

meet impr^onm^it, ibrturcs7a!fehp-.pital punifbmehts, as the 
rewards of their H^rsyces/ . 

To giJe fanflion to thvfc hoftile preparations, it w»as 
thought neceflary to have reqpurfc to reafon and arguments ; 
for which purpol'e the lieuteriant Capeda drew up a formal 
indi(Siment, and began procos againft the prefident in the 
courts of law. The fame w^^one againft the admiral A7- 
nojofa for betraying the fleet, the other officers who 

had defertedjrom To give the appearance of rigid 

juftice to thefe proceedings, evidences were examined,v and 
the Climbs of treachery, breachl[oP the peace, and roboery, , 
were proved on oath againft the captains. It was alfe^pftjvcd, 
that Gafca liad received rhrfo effedls iffegally, knowing * 

'to have been Pizarro^Sy and appropriated them to his own 
ufe ; upon w^hich the prefident and all the officers were qph- 
demned to death, and declared traj^ors by the judges ii.r 
tna>^ This fcntenfi^*fioweve1r7^was r^dicufed feven't)y the 
parties concerned, as it was y^cll known that the fword, and’ 
not the forms and judgment of courts, nn|ft determine the “ 
fate of the fuppofed criminals. In effeft, defertion con--.,,: 
tirfaed, numberr went over daily^to Gafca^ the ppople were 
fufficiently fenfiblC of the legality of his powers, Vt^y were 
wc^y of the ufurpation of Gonzak^ and, like thcsmulti- 
tude in every country, they embraced with cagwvjfs what- 



tvcr can-iftd the appearance of change and ndnltyt Gafia's 
eondud); bKidea waa full of ^ability, tenity, and compla-* 

^ tency $ be won their affe^H^fTs by the infitiu^iting car^ 
riage. Without fccmtng he carefTed, a$ proceeding 

^rather from the friendftiip \ his nature than policy. He 
was continually expreffing ^ dtflike to thofe regulatiqps 
which bad given ofence, ai\ expreding his fattsfadion at 
the power vefted in him of oiling the ppople by a revoe^- 
tion of the ordinances, and gen&l pardon of offences. 

Mean time the arrival of in the oi Callao De/ertlan 

greatly alarmcd^/x/?rr<7, and obJigcIhhim to encamp in the /» Gon- 
nclds, noilonly for the prefervation hut to prevent zaloV^^/?-- 

defertion, which Vould become Inore occult when the fol-^- 
diers were expofed to. public view. meflage wis fent 
from the fleet to acquaint Pjzarr^f thM extent of the j)re- 
fidem’s commiffion, and rcqfkft him S refign an ufurped 
authority, which he could n<j|ongercl^m vVithoutdiredl re* 
bellion and efFufion of bIqjDd. Pan^'^ one of the naval 
captains, had brought this unfrelcomt* meflage, which he en^ 
deavoured to enforce by all hia cl.-^ yuence ; but could procure 
no other anfwer than violent e^]an)atior^ againft the trea- 
chery of Nonojofa and -/f/^/f?«^.-;*^Howevcrj hc^ performed ex- 
cel lenrtervyes to the Ki^yttflntereft, by making l^nown in the 
camp the tenor of the prefdefit^s co|fimiffion, the revo- 
cation of the new laws, and,lhe general pardon granted; in 
confequence of which defertioa became fo frequent, that 
Pizarro was foon reduced to fix hundred men, the rjft hav- 

with Aldanc^ /Imong thefe were the licenciade ^ 

Carvajaly and feveral perfon''^ of confiderable property, wbich^ 
perfuaded Gonzalo (lifaffeftion of the city of Lima^ 

and determined him to march to the foutlpvard as far as 
Araqueha, This march ^was not performed without great 
loftes and difappoinimaits^ The foldicrs found fifch frequent 
to defert, that the whole army was reduced to 
4.4^0 hundred men,^pon half •of whom there could be_no 
dependancc. Antonio Ribgra vjtls left behind ip quality of Lima 
/governor 5 but the ufurper had fcarce marched fifteen leagues, claresjhr 
b^qre the magiftrates^^declared fgr the kir tg;y*difplayed the the king, 
-^'city -ftaqcl^d,*aflembledtlfe pctJjflcr pulJ Hlied the rcvo/:ation 
of the late edicts, Uie general pardon granted, and obSdiejice 
►to the, prefideqt. Upon this Aldana debarked his troops,* 
took pofleflUon^ of the city in the king's name, and was re- 
ceived with great demonftrations of joy# Not longlaffer^. 
the prdldent advancing fartlfer along tife coaft with the re- 
mainder of the fleet, and a confiderable body of land Jbrces, 
cpiiltitutcd Nonojofa general by land ; but he did not tWnk 
/ ' ' ' it ' 



if 

* a lidvtfeable la take ibii field^until fae had aflS^nlbfed marine 
ibunuch fuperiar to the oneisiY to Indufe ibece&rand j^oii^ 
ier certain the reduftioti <rf Itnked .he chkftf ^ 

reUed upon policy, wMeh ^ thwght ih thopitrdnt junSara 
of affairs not only nryore fecurey^ut aUb fhore fervteeahie to^ 
thf general intereff^ ald^Ough/t dazalecl with inferior luffro 
m the eyes of the pe^>le«- / ^ 

/ After Pizarr^ haul qui/ed Xime* he received intelli-^ 
gence that Diega Cenitno yU raided eight hundrt^ men for 
the crown in the proviim of Char^as^ and poffeffcfl biitifelf 
of theckies of La Plgm nnA Cuzco. Upoivthis the reicrfti*^ 
tion was formed of a^cking him, and recovering thofe ct^ 
ties ; with provifioi^bat, if the enterprizd failed, the army 
fhould* inarch into affift in the reaUdion of that 
nat^w^^rltke peopicl! ^ fo important a fcrvice induce 
the court to grant »afuOn all paff tranfgrefitons. Thisr 
was the plan of owattons l^tkd upon leaving Artqiiebn^ 
Centeno heard of^ bis^tions, aqd fiirpe£ting his defign, ad« 
vanced to give battle, ^jurnina the bridge over the channel 
of the lake Titicaca to fto|i^e enemy, and prevent their tak« 
ing another courfe* Upomthis Gonzah wrote to him, F&* 
minding him of tUeir aticie!i^[|^.Jlhip, and endeavouring, 
by the moft f^othirrg exprcfficms^W-ga>in Him tojiis mtereff. 

He propofed a trcat)| i t which they would adjuft all diiifc- 
rences to thfir mutual advantl(ge, Gmzah declaring that he 
would accede to any reafonable propofitions with as much 
fatisfa&ion as if the parties had been brothers. Centeno an- 

B (wered the letter in fimiJar terni|; ’'ut, inftcad of complying 
^with the contents, carneftly exb|rtc-V/z<?r7 i? to embrace the 
general pardon offered, promifing-sow^fe all his influence 
with the prcfid^nt to bury in obfivion all paft tranfaSions, 
and fecure to him not only his lirb, but bis ellates and ho- 
nours, which he held legally, and oy the authority of bis fo- 
vereign ; more he would not undertake, and refvff ''r^aenawIgHc 
render even this impoflibIe« He dcliwfrcd himfclf with 
£;[/ecious an^air, thalt even Pi%arro\ meflenger deferted him^ .- 
and offered his fcrvicc to carry fomc letters from Cenirno to\ ^ 
the prefident,^ 4 i^ich he performed with great fidelity.^ Jn 
thefc Centeno gavfe 'ari accouhCbi^T^Tflouri&iri^ l^iate af his V 
own a^irs,f.the decline of Pizftrro^ the 'coniinual defertion 
•^of fiis troops, his march towards Cuzc^^ aqd lafily of the - 
propofals which he made to him, together the anfwer 
he'^reeurned ; inteljigence which gave the highe^jjelight to 
the prefident, and eficouraged ^m'to proceed bcH^ly from 
Truxil^ to Lima. But the feene was^ibon changed on>this 
fide. Pizarro and his officers, incenfed, not only that tb^t 

‘ pjopof^^ 
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placed in all ijhe 
tinfia with a oe« 
one of tlje quar*^ 
pVer the v^fjole camp \ 4iad his 
vicloiy might haveenfued# 
rd within three hundred, 
c^: Huirinag and then ha|t- 


tii^, ^foWifd tp nona^ tn4dioii ^paediatel^^ ^nd with hck 
di%ence d^ l^^th piir4^ ihpir de||n% tt>a^ t^e mmks came 
^v^<;xpc%dJy and ia d^mget* of mining 

cither bad made the xtxefiky preparit^^ 

AWi^a no j^ooer received intelhgenc^oT tj^enemy by hi^ 
fcoutet than be a Icheme to akrm: ib^ •, aid as 

Ciniim wav XU) i|raiil%er4p bisa^ivity, hilkerted himfdlf ta 
pieyent being furprifed* \pentinels wen 
proper ftations ; notwithft^Jii^ 
tachtnent of twenty mufqu^e^s beat 
tera^ and fpread confternatioi 
ef£(frts been feconded^ a compi 

Nott day the two armies addaQcrd within three hundred, 
yards of each other in the plain , 
cd. They were drawn u,> wijj-/great military ikUl, cfpe-» 
cijiy Pilaw’s, th^^t tant I^ufinefs devolving uport 
Francifio de Carvajaly one of tl^ kuft .,n^ naoft experienced, 
officers \n America, His o. Jerrwerc to ^ ftanu tSe> enemy’s 
attack firmly, until they advanced within, fure reach of his 
fhot, and then to pour in his fire with the utmoft vigour* 

To provoke the enemy, he feat4*'^/tf with a party of f^^^^ Centend 
queteers to infult their i, ;hid gave orders that he (houJd ^g^g^fedi 
keep up a retreating jig{;';^:.,^Aiiich was executed fo punilually, ^ 
that CenimQ was d.awn into an engagement, a^d feduced to 
expend his fhot before it could take effeft. It was this fineffe 
that more than counter hall anced the difference of lumbers. 
Crwr^ij^liiajniv^conlified of near twelve hundred tnen fit to 
’'^ii^arms, that of P/aam’s did r^pt exceed one*ihird of the 
nun4ber4 but the fuldiers timed their fire fd judiciouS^ tfi^V 
a hundred and fifty of the enemy fell at thp firff dif- ^ 
Jiarge.^ The fecond put all in confufion andjijfmay, moft, 

Kt^ii 'ncd^ a'TIcers wcxe^jiWu Vu w5xfndt^ui^*a1nd the in|aft^ 
try was id leli thaf' nlalf an hopr entirely defeated^ It was 
ather wife with the cavalry. Here the weight and fuperiority 
of nupibers pr^'^ ed more than an equivalent to good order 
and difeipline Pizarro*^ horfe were borne >down with the" 
torrent, aiid himfelf in imminent danger 'of being kiM or 
taken prlfoner, had not she vi<l%oriou$ infantry come fpecilily 
to bis aififf ance^ attacked the enemy in front and both fiimks^ 

Mod. Hist. .Vot. XXXVIII. E c and 



a4il 4}ellroyed ttMkai We^'vMtln^W 

iriBm,.tb»t in thh ^le 9m odhtftNiHd on« of \h« 

of the fiiperterity ofT^ tiorfe, al^owh 1^ ^ 

pA&dmtr by t%a ^at &>m 

iK^htiig itcifwc wkh ^ptQ^ largo itOiiei •, wbercaa wMl 
Ut of opinion> that tko fkWlmf a genora)^ tliOj|tidgliieilt of 
difpofition, and the power # arma, %tp as coi^cuous in 
fmali as in great J>odie$, a^frequently mote fo, btOaufetfae 
fortune of the day dependa^efs on unforefeen acd|dema, 
Pim^JRRO did noto^ain this vi^ory Without UoodAied 
near one hundred of Jm men were killed upon the fpot | ne<» 

« verthelefs, it was ^the otmoft confequence, As the 

army was almoft jfftirely deftroycd,^qTjflkwho efcaped the 
fword having bejiiw taken, and thej^^corporated with the 
Plzarro other troops. Befiles, zjpzd vfft^hw opened to the heart Of 

enurs the empire, a hajw turn wds alven to the fpirits of his peo- > 

Cuzco. p)e, and^he had al|idefield^(Kned, not only for recruiting 
his army, but ameffing previous treafures. He now ad« - 
vanced to Cuzeo^ made his tmmphal entry into that chy, 
detachments were Tent upon oifFerent expeditions, the king^s 
treafures to an iftmenfe vwe were feized at La Plata \ while 
the unfortunate Centeno w^kj^^mking the beft of his way to 
Lima^ ovei^ rugged mountains ^nmarren defj^rts,^ttende4 
only by a nrieft, v|ho bad^f^hfully (hared in his calamities^ 
and in his efcape. 

Thepreji- The picfident was encamped with his army in the valley 
dent goes of Saufoy rejoicing at the advices fent him by Centenoy when 
in f^uefiof intelligence arrived of this fucjtien turn of fortune, and caft 
Pizarro.^ a gloom upon the feftivity antrmirtn of the royalifts, though, 
from their great fuperiority of nilfhkcrs, it could not throw 
them into dc^air. A few days only before, moft of the offi- 
cers were of opinion that Gajca had no occafion to encreafe 
his forces* fince thofe under CeniertB were quite fufficient to 
bilng matters to a happy iflue ; fortunatciy^i3ho.;wvr, for 
party, this opinioii was not cmibraccd, the prefidenT 
,/thinking>U advifeable to provide agfiinft all poffible accidents 
Some weimeven fo far as to advife him to difband the army ; 
but Gafca th at tjie fwint in difputc wa&of too 

inu(^ confcqucnce to rcal%’‘any‘ piind with 
r|fpett to<he iffuc, only to f^vc the court a little money, and 
himfelf and friends fom» trouble. The qvent (hejved hovr- 
juftly he determined. Had this army been dilbanHed, it^ 
, wtJbld have becfc impoffible to hjve raifed another with the 
requeue difpatch ;*thepeople Vould have embraced the prof- 
perms fide, and then Pixarro would diavc poured down from 
Cuu^ tipon the lower fettlements with an irrefiitible torretit. 

‘ Gafea^ 
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f jp^r^ rea||^r mi Mff W3f "more 

. 025kcri.^,,,|Sldi«rs 'to tticf 
wk^4 kipd of prophe-^ 
tjfc fpli^jfc, fdvo the ftjpoilgtK pCuraocei pf vter 

- j N^ he cjilled ii^ hU ^adMiientit^ pdlewd a fiW 
bega^ io^Cuu^f 

•fe(^ #f oiiwleeo jhun^dr^d m oii 5 |j^ 29th, day of Dfiim^ 

^^4 On t^is inarch be iras joined hy numbers of officers 
aodi ifbUieriMt ^nioqg wh was yaldiv^^ whofc a^Sions m 
Cti& we hai^ alre^yrelated/ The appe^nee of this offi- 
jd^ufed univerialTd^^ His v|)lbr was ackribw** 

I^ged^ and now the roy^ifls doubted n<l but they bad^a 
captain whom they might iJirelj^oppoTe t^iCaryajaL Many 
difficulties occurred on the mmcdf which ,were conquered by 
the courage of the fold iers, al^the good ^ondudl and perfe- 
verance of Gafca^ who difplayM great genius in tlje different 
contrivances for crofling riverft The paffage eff the riyer 
Jfnancay was the nioff celebrated, as hero th# enemy oppofed 
him, and he had to combat ao^ only with the natural diffi- 
culty of •the attempt, W>t to difconcett all thejehemes to 
difappoint him, formed by the cfelebratCj^Cjyrv^Wj which 
he at laft cffedled by mere dint of fuperfor fertility of in- 
vention. 

Mean time Plzarro remained with the main army 
CuzcQ^ felicitating himfclf on h;s late* viftory, and feemfog to infatuated 
regard it as a decifive bio#. Carvajal perceived the bad offers cemdu^. 
which fecurity muft produce, and laboured with 

all his influence to prevail upon him to feize q^i the ftrong 
ppfts in the eiiemy’s way, evacuate Cuzco^ and take the field 
with fpirit and adlivity.# When advices arrived of the pre- 
fid he redoubled his infiances ; but the infa- 

r”?ted Pizarro was wrapped in a /atal fecurity, and ryjedled 
ajrnofl: every propofal made to him by this ^prudenL^d mf- 
cerning officer. However, he permitted Carvefal with a 
dctachrpent to attempt the defence of the and then 
triu.mpbed^his'difappomLuierit,"* a proof of.thc 

reflitude &t his owfr opinion.^ Carvojal ftill infdted lipon 
his taking the field, upon bis difmiiling the prifoners he haa 
incorjiiT^t^ in his army, and relying rather upon a hand- 
ful of c^ain friends, than a number of rkmbtful foldifrs,* 
upon diltreffing the enemy by iharches anfi countermartffies, 

Vhviding their forces, a<id then attacking them feparafoly, 
w&fl no opportunity offered of affifling each other. This 
E c 2 propofal 
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2W aWjWTJrKr ilWDIiOV/ 

|»n&(>e<Sbl evinced tbetni^w kdowfvdgni tMlfc! 

Wai tejefited by Geiebh^ 4 injurfewa to hUlfonour. 
thought that avoMing Ito^ tkitn « dhftitted army tvould^tar* 
ntfh glory of his lat^vISwy, tilMottc r 08 eaitl!|| tfH at 
was the lAue of the opmtipstiiatiiraftdltblifljimennl 
*adier. He refofved ’to com to an engagkttxmt*' and tbr 
purpofe gave 'orders mt the army ftontd^senady to 
Siarch at beat of drttm to tt^alley of SacjabmnuAf about root 
Ic^es from the city. £0rvi^an rcmonftrancM #erc fruit* 
lefs ; yhat if he was ddjsnnined to hazard ahattw, he^Oultr' 
wait at Ortas, on tmoppofite fide of the^ity, for the eoe* 
my, in order to fa^e them the more, or at lAft introduce 
confpiion in theii^my as they pafle(H|tipMgh Cuzct, When 
he quitted this citfihis army amouiwdB^nine hundred men* 
a third of whom were ^rpnsetu^ofe fidelity Carvt^al bad 
no reliance, whicimade hioftlu^ore averfe to the general’s > 
refolution ; howevCT, he cownied, and endeavoured alt he 
could to conciliate (he minds W the foldiers to a meafure now 
unavoidable. When be reached the valley, Pizarro drew 
up the forces in a place iiiaccelfible in the flanks and rear, an 
attack on the frSnt being Ijkcwife attended with difiSculties. 
Hither the enemy arrived days after, the three fol- 

lowing day« paflijig ill flight fkirmiflft'!, until the nftin body 
of the rwolius hsp occupiq^ the proper pofts, when they 
faced about, and offered an engagement. It was now only 
that Pizarro began to diftruft his foldiers ; the vicinity of the 
danger made him infpeft their conduft more narrowly: 
but it was too late; deTertioh already begun, feveral 
were feized in the attempt to cfcape, they were put to death, 
and their punilhment appeared to^fKr no other eftedf than 
to alienate thu minds of the remainder. 

In this,fituation was Ptxarro, when it was determined in 
a council of war held by the prefufent, to give battle next 
day, on account cf the fcarcity of water that f?iWllvu,'and 
thu. iwqnimodiou/hefs of^he fituatlSn. Different reafems' 
prevailedAn Pizafto to come to thr fame refolution, after he 
had firft fenk to the prefldent to demand a fight of his com- 
mifllon, an<Ntg i|f>ii;prfi-mh ^rel^v h^inflfled upon hisreflgn- 
ing tijp government, declaring that iiisjefulal w^ld be re- 
garded as i Itgnal for hoftilitias, and that he muft l>e anfwer- 
able for ail the confequetlces. Two priefts hadl^b^n fen( 
vit^ this commiflton, and inflrudions to try aft m'^heir 
power -to alienat^ ifje minds ofGt^ta's foldiers ; wl^ being 
difet^red, the prefldent ordmd <«hem to be feized, then 
publiihed the general pardon granted*to all who fhould nqtf^ 
quit the interen of Pizarro, gained’ their afiedtions, and lent 

them , 



liWiii hkA 

* time ^izm 


di&ffbiSieik 111 tl^ itiiii)M6f| 


le ^iza^ 0 i hwi sfftn orders to A9jla to *hfcmi 
iktx^ In end he%ei.|iieparingto eech* 

■Me Jsis inStti^OfiSi mhm ^ defertioeof a (btdier rumed* 
tbe<k%n^ by earryiiig inteMigmoe to the{iref»leiit$ howeves 
ft ems attdUed mth this advlbts^^ that the royal ai\my 
ftood apoci neit arms the whoIeVght^ and^iisffisted fo 
Aodi^ iht c«d as aimoft retider^them eofic for aAioivxhe 


been rqt 
cmcero^ 


S5' <jarwajas oeing 10 muen oircrnat'^ mat nis aovice naa j Y ft 
rriefiled upeol^fomakiy otcafions, ai'y> refufe taking aoy fr y 
rrh^ protefting tha?£.^c gave all op f^eloft. As the 


mies were fronting each (rorcii^fhtherto the l|if« 
torian^ defertdd, and was rec'eivisd widi of Jn arms by the pre» 
fidetit. His example was fole^ed by the very olH- 

. c«r in whofe fidelity P/z^irr^ lepofcd hts chief confidence. 
Under pretence of examining Imdre convenient ground for 
drawing up the army, hegavrlpuii^D his horfe, and joined 
the enemy, after he had been puVfucdVtd #oundcd by ano- 
ther of the rebel officers/ who lufpcdlcd his defign. The 
defertiotv of tyro perfon# fo confiderablt ggve birtt to a Ihoal 
of imitators; the royal camp^jfs crowded wi^ji Pizarro\ 
foldiers, all of whom declared they had foped the fifft oppor^ 
tunity of efcaping and tefiifying their loyalty* The whole 
left wing of mufqueteers, pretending to more fidelity than 
the reft, defired to be pofted in fuch a manner as to obfFtudl 
the deferters, pnd embraced that opportunity of going over 
to the prefident. So uic^Smmon a defertioii rendered fight- 
ing unneceflary ; the prefident therefore laid ^jjde the defign 
Driving battle^ either becaufe he had no great confidence 
^l^ 43 ftroops that had alr<ftdy betrayed their general, that he 
forces to come over, or that he did not 
c!. to rilque a battlo^with a haedful of men now driven to 
defpair, whofe refiftanceVnight at leaft oc<!afion ccifidera^^ble 
cffufion of blood. 

Vf i^n^izarro thcr^now only remained th'e pike- men, 
who had^ytet^ife giw fynipioms*1ot ‘ their inconfl^ncy. 
Carv^jal ftpitig the 8'efperate ft%te of the ufurper^s efFairS, ex- 
erted jm iRmoft diligence to retrieve them, but in vain ; sal 
the defertedi and left him almofl: alone with his get- 

yri?lwl^>3rhe pike-men finding there was ^lo poflibflkf^oT 


erted tm iRmolt anigence to retrieve tnem, out in vain ; ail 
the defertedi and left him almofl: alone with his gct- 

yri?lwl^>3rhe pike-men finding there was ^lo poflibflkf^oT 
C eluding C9r^i>J&r& vigilance,^ threw doflrn their arim^ dc- 
l^cl|red their refblution not to fight againft the king, and then 
made off for the royal camp; upon which Pix^irr^refolved to 

• E c 3 furrcnderr^"^<fr/. 



Carvajal 
is taken 
fri/oner. 


«in 


Himitder himielf. He 
tomiyiended one of 
mme and intention^ at the 
a mark of his fubmtffion.# 
of bia prifoner, ittufiicd 
done him, returned his fwoj 
to Abe prefident’s quarters 


h oiii^>pofts, and^lold hmftii 
dOie 4ehv«a1tig bis fwtM kl 
leflrieed at me^impoiiniiiie^ 
Ws thanks for the bdiidii^ 
and offered to oondud him 
their way to tdich Pimirra 


ndoling with Mm m htechangt 
^ the prifOttWi Caatain Onfsnt* 
to be raid iy)On this foSje^, but to-^ 


Was met by Centos 
ofiortune, was anfwerei 
ti^day there is ^ 
morrow you and jBeT reft who have ogcafiohed my firte 
will have ttzionio repent your conduft/* I Even in his 
adverfity he maintdffied his fpirit and dignityi When brought 
xvitoXSafeah prefe]&, he vindicated jus meafures with becom- 
ing boldnefs, clamed that afpired to as his undoubted 
right, hinted at tm in|ratimde/bf the court to his family, 
and the conqueror^f Peru^Vbt never dropped a difrefpea- 
ful exprefSon of hie iinperiaF|hajefty. His freedom, how- 
ever, highly offended Gafca^ who ordered him to be removed 
and taken into cufto;^y» the fame time Corvajal was 
taken prifoner, di. h^^'was endeavouring, at the age ot eighty- 
four, to m^ke his cfcipe by^jhe fwiftnefs of his horft, and 
ufed with tgreat bfc4ence ana cruelty by the jfoldiors, who 
ought to have relp^cd hfo ^^^anced age, and extraordinary 
military Patents* [They applied lighted matches to his neck, 
threw fquibs in his face, and were fevercly puniflied for in- 
fulting the unfortunate, by the generous Centeno.^ the prifo- 
ncr^s bittei eft enemy, who, upon this occafion, difplayed the 
greateft magnanimity* He conducted him in perfon to Gaf- 
£a*s prefence, where Carvajal m&iiCained a contemptuous 
filence, and ^then brought him back to his own tent, where 
he treated this old warrior with the moft profound refpe£t 
and humanity. Nothing could be^tnore extraordinary 
the whole carriage of this hoary foldler, froig- of 

his Jmgfifonment to his erecution. was viiited by all 
degrees'bf peoplb^ fome came ftom motives of curiofity, 
others to\emand reftitution of what they ailed ged his foir 
diers had plundered them of; whileothers vifited him merely 
to tyrn him intoTdefiiion, anS inftC^ his niisfqr|^nes : but 
CarJhjal was fuperior to theyr daftardly* triumph *he beheld 
tnem with fcorn, and, bycthe feverity of his rephm, difmiffed 
them in admiration of his wit and fortitude. y 

Ady Gmzalo Pharro^ JLarvajaly and o^i^ej ^ap- ^ 
tain^ were formally tried condemned to be executed as. 

* GAaciirXsso, lib, v, cap, jg, 

traitors 




id a 

- 'Were dM? dnilBlife of tA« 
is^carrkd 1^ a tnuk to t^e 
‘ toJthe fddicrs and other 


'tni 


family. ^My brothers and 
' cmimiy. Maegr of 
conBrtned to you by 


l|^ lihaierSr that lie fiioul 

ip tM fitog pobtic place fo tl 
#rewfd lapib 
fiiilowiog vlayferiptioiiy H 
^ imicerous J^'asarm" He 
place of ^^ution; where be i 
^pedators Athefe terms, ^ Gelklemeti, 
f^.to the ferMCs perforHi^ % ouih 
myfclf wre the cowqaerOrs of ^ 

♦^you are pofleffisd of eftates and lal*^ — -;-; — ^ 
f* the mar^is and myfelf* Many of^ou likewife owe ncie 
♦^ pecuniary and Other obiigattons, whk\^I need oot fpeafy. 
ror my part, I die poor and deftitut^;||'cven the clotths I 
wear are not mine, they artf^ the perqffifite of the execu- 
tioner for this bloody fcrvice*! andihiis r^fward for depriving 
“ me of life : 1 befcech you tMtefore, gentlemen, that you 
will fhew the gratitude you]pwc me, the Almighty, the 
** author of all good things, That you will pray for my foul, 
and (hew that mercy to thMpi^t^hich is denied to the 
** fiefli. - I have ftrong aflurances, tnl^ th|ough the media- 
** tion of my Rcdecqicr, and the interjpffion of your prayers, 
my fins (hall be forgiven, and rnyfelf^^^de a partaker in 
that felicity in heaven, Wsiefe I coSKf never obtain on 
*« earth,” Saying this, he laid his beatIwUb gteat comi^^ 
furc on the block, and the executioner fevered it with ® . 

one ftroke from his body^ His faults were forgot, and his 
virtues recited, when popularity could do him no fi^ther ^r-- 
vice i and compaffion fiJbn turned the dream of violent ha- ^ 
tred to refpcfl and .a4n^ation of himfclf and family, who 
were confidercd only as the conquerors of Prrw, and the au- 
thors of thofe immenfe riches which flowed in upon the Spa- 
m:0fards. As to Carvajai^ he was executed in the feme man- 
awAeteS^ thd laft gafp fuftained that heroifin which had 
‘diflinguiihed his whole life* Garcilajfo employs feveral pages 
in deferibing his behaviour and witty faj^gs in adveffiiy ; 
but as many of thefe favour of levity, wel^U omit them in 
honour to bis memory, and as unfit to be infcucd in a ge- 
ileral hiwiv *i * * * - 


^ *1 


ibid* 
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of lands^ ntfb was the diftribution pf M^ds. It was impoilible to a0- 
and ionU- ^hc cxpcda^^ong/CJT cverj/ man» who rated his fervices 
quent of bfydnd hjs oicrili^i the following letter was calculated^ 
(pnu/jts- therefore, to filcncej^h;? muimurs i»f difappoimmoat. In 
this the preTidcnt^cjared%th^* number of ^atea which he 
had ahead/ befloved upon the faithful fubje^s of his cna« 
jeity. 1 have, laid he, made repartition of an hundred 
and fifty couimandertes, agreeable to the jufleil i!u»cions I 
c could acquire of merit and long faithful fervices ; and 1 
ihall, in the fame manner, befioW whatever &all become 
' vacant, during my government^ lV>on me inhabitants of 
the country, talcing fpecial care that no interlopers ihail 
run away with the rewards of your toil and blood. Thofc 
that aref not now gratified, may defend on my favour. 
befeech you, therefore, to confnfer not wjjsLd^u ^ A 
would wilh to enjoy, but what I h^e in my power to be*- 
ftow. I have fitted nothing tjol-ferve you, iimnenfedo- 
nations have imn made, many more wiU to my lot to 
f ^ make ; reil fatisfied, therefore, in my gmtkudj^ a|id be- 
lieve that I am fenfifWc it i^^thc v of a^chriman to re- 
payiobligations, and the intereft of a gOvernoj *tt> fecure 
*t;the afFediiors idf the pfople by ads of juftice kndlibera- 
‘‘ lity.” Th^ diftribution of lands was then po^lfcfe;?! in 
Cz^2Kti!4agreeable<^o the governor’s appointment $ 

' importunity, he quitted the cirr, ind retired to Cuayanima^ 
whej/e he waited to obferve the cfFeds it would produce. 
Sftatcij to the yearly value of 150,000 piftoles, w^e 

• ' already 
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Containin^^ a RnUfhn sm Re^llims 

Godinez and Giron, fith athtr Tta^aBmu 


l^JI^ HEN the chiefs of 


fis fiebellioa were mmove4« mi4 
the due punilhoien^as in&ided on the wioqueikci, 
the prefident began to regulations for ^orinjgcluk< 

public tranquillity, reu^ding tbofe ^bo had a^ed hiin io 
iupprefting the rebeUfon, and making ditifiorl of laeids,, 
with all poflible rc^W to equity and expofiatioa On Ttf/* 
diviaixe bcfk)wed4me government of Chilis which he before 
poiTefied without av^raial cooiiniflion. Others who had fig- 
naffy diftingui/hedlthen' valou? and loyalty, were gratified 
with other prekrnnents ; ancf all had the thanks of the go- 
vernor, and a propiife to ^ rewarded as foon as op|K>r- 
tunity offeied. The point umich gave the greateft uneaii- 



tbclbgip prpmKip$iiifli« <49 cbeof* 
i^rs ^ Ibl4ii»rs» h^d jlft aififtad co 
H ware yet faUilled. It t|w e|latee of 

wd fcis officers waida now be confifeated^ and aiS|;n« 
to thegk who had a!way\firn^y adhered to the govern 
enent ; but as fcaet prowifes^ 
de&rt thew^tper, it was foui 

e one iiififted on^he promife of mainlining 
Iready poiefled 1 th^i^tber wdls no left poikive 
arded at fdie expenc^f thofe whofe rebeUion 
sir fervice^ needful. 


parties^ 
what tbey^ 
in being n 
rendered 
and fa<^ioi 
not appeafci 


_..^onftquence^ murmurs 

aroft ; which Gatjcay his prudence, oould 

becaufe they were fomen"^ by certain perfons 
who meditated their own elevation oi^the ruins o& thdir 
country^ ♦. ^ y 

Of all the malcorrtents, %e moft boh/and dangerous Vas 
Francifeo Hernandez Ghon^ n^twithftarying he enjoyed to 
the yearly value of ten thouf^d pieces of eight out of the 
eAate of Gmzah Pizarre, bis he deenned a very inadc*- 
quate reward of his fervicesi|d£|id^ highly relented, that any 
other Ihould have received U fu^^r gratification* He 
fpoke with difrerped of the prefidentJT candour and difeern* 
mem un themoA public manhe^^^JVid was reproved forhia 
fedicious behaviour by the ^hich ferved' 

rather to irritate than ameno^Girwi, He now’^ fpt out for 
Lima^ in order, as he pretended, to avoia the feditious Aorizi 
which be faw impended over Ge^fca's injudicious meafuros, 
and keep aloof from the folicitactpns of the foldiers and peo** 
pie to head their fa<3ians, This very apology was imitfclf 
of fuch dangerous t^dency, that Gtran was committed to? 
prifon ; but afterwards releafed, upon his making fubmiffion, 
fmd promiling to proceed dircftly to Lima, wftcrc Gafca now 
: A'^fided, to implore his pardon* Here he infirHiated him- 
Gafia, that he permitted him to levy forces 
in Lima Cu%c$, in order to reduce the province of Char-- 
and fuppeefs a o^d of robbers, wtt^ daily infcAed the 
kingdom of Peru^ and rendered travellii^g upon the high- 
ways extremely dangerous. Some writers alledge, that the 
prefideik was'-cotope^'^J to this mcifure, to gratify the am^ 
bitioifdfta perfopi v9fu)fc influence he found vecy cojdidcra- 
. ble amofg the difeontented Sewards i bi4\ certainly the^re- 
inconfiAent with bis former caul^and prudence. 
*^^eefleSsiboii appeared } all the malcontents im- 

mediately to the ftandsird ereded by Ciren, and ^ore he 
reached Qaua his aripy was confiderablc ^ when h^deft it. 
It was formidable* He had publifoed his commiflion to 
• # make 



• vkkt MVr tonqucfts wirii Aeat foftiwl 
f(k>ner at tht head of hii than i^e arifully IbctiAd^ M 

itvery converfation, the late inWarca of the prrfident, wfakh 
obliged feme of the mote ipodewe petfons in the magiftracy 
to fignify to him the ncceffityioif quittieg the city. Tht! 
ftjjdiers behaved with the greyeft infolencet and refufed tB 
fubmiifion to the civil power / affirming, that tb^ acknow- 
ledged only the ^authority /f their leader, \jpeo It Was 
known that the magiflrateyrad warned Giron of Ime neceffity 
of leaving Cuzco ^ they aWmbled at his quarters il a tumult 
tuous manner j and, j^he'ether fide, the citizens began tO 
arm in their own defence. Juft as matters were ilpe for hot* 
tilities, both Tides bogan to refledf on the cOnfequences ; and 
a treaty was conejujed between the citizens and foldieia, 
whereby Giron coifented to remove his forces, and deliver 
up *fix of the inffilent yof* his followers to be repri- 
manded. 

Gafca re- fituation ^a$ P^«/,fehcn the prcfidcnt, perceiving 

Jigns, troubles were rai(ing| and the orders which he re- 
ceived from Spain to the Indians from bondage, 

would ferve only4o di^jedra^Aht evil, determined to refign 
his government, for v^e ^trfhad provided fome months be- 
fore, by deliring to bcl^^^ailed. petition ^was granted 
by the miniftry, atS^Doii Ani^to Mendoza appointed to go- 
vern in hia^rdom, with the title and eniigns of viceroy. This 
intention was no fooner known in Peru^ than all the difeon- 
cented drew up complaints to the adminiftration againft 
« Gafca ; who thought the.moft eftedlual method of eluding 
their clamours, would be to return wftb a large fum of money 
'for the ufe of the rieceffitous Spanijk government. For this 
purpofe he enforced heavy taxes, fleeced the people without 
mercy ; and having amafled the fum of three millions, he fet 
fail for Paflama^ on the firft notice that the new viceroy 
touched the American coaft. Here he made fca^^si^y ftsiy, 
fetting out acrofs the ifthmug to Nombri^ de DioSy and order- 
Jhfurreai- ing the treafure toAe brought aftcr,^ndcr a guard. At this 
onai Vnr ixmt Pedro and Ardinando de Centenos had taken arms, to 
naina ; revenge the injuftfcc done them, in being difpoflef&d of the 
that city province of Veragua^ fubdued by thei^if^^thcr, tin(i^mnted4o 
(.nd potterity. This aftion tfiey afcribe^*td Gafca 

• forming the rcft>!^ition to ipvadc Peru before heqtiitied that 
feixeda d for this purpofc feizing upon fcvtrSih&ips 

'nrainTe- ^nd aflemoling body of forces. 

cohered. * ^he ptefident’s d 2 parture for Nombre de Dios, 

they fell upon Panama^ took the and feized the rdyal 
treafure y with which not refting fatisfied, they detacbed'a 

^ ’ party 



kft iiU^ thdir booty, In tbe uwnce of iite pairty^ tbe inhb-, 
^ Mti^ts of JTCome^^tn tbw conftei’oation ; and 

finding thcmfelves more i3t:|meiOi|5 than the tebets, took to 
fell upon the rebels, ^jrove them out of the town, and 
recovered all 'the treafure. party font after Ga/ca gt- 
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S Higcrtcc of the misfortune of their alibciates, dTf- 
&Ives} but many them were taken and ex- 
ether with the two ^ntenos^ fheir leaders, who 
l^d upon a gibbet of wraordinar'y height. No- 
,bc more fortunate tharii^his event, which fupi- 
Embryo, a confpiracy that threatened the lofs of all 
Peru and Terra Pirma ; for it was the (cheme of the jebels, 
after they had made thcmfelves mafters^c^ both fidcs the ifth- 
mus, to obftrudl all relief from Old SfiaiJil or the Indies ; 
to join the malecontems of^eru, whereby they might eafily 
have reduced that kingdom, and poiTibly laid the foundation 
of a new and independent etrjfiire. ^ 

As foon as Gafca retired tO‘ Panama,^ the judges publifticd 
the fecond partition of lands^^c ^ch he. had made ; but de- 
ferred making known, for pC 
parture. In their h^nds the 
the arrival of MendozQ^^ they 
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lupprefTed, with re- 
fcrvice, and that 


of their Ihort lived-power >^ih»y *^^iaiExecu{ion the new 


cdidl, which the prclidcnt had prudently 
fpeS to rcleafing the Indians from pcrf<3] 
rigid bondage in which they were held by the Spaniards. They 
required that the natives Ihould, no longer be compelled to , 
work in the mines, lO carry burdens, or do any laborious 
work ; and infifted their fervice fhould not only be vo- 
luntary, but that they Ihould be paid a daily ftated price. 

This edift, though undoubtedly humane and'heceflary, was, 
Sbwever, unfeafonabb at a jundure when the bulk of the 
only a fpecious pretext to rebel againft the 
government. An ^furreflio^ immediately appeared in 
Cuzco K#bc difaffected Immediately chofe Giron for their leader, iff 

and augmented his numbers tofo extraordinary a pitch, thatCuzQO, 
the tniqult was fupprell'ed with the utmt^ difficulty. Giron 
being takgn piifon^jj^^as fent to recei^ judgment zi Lima ; 
but tfesjudge^ knowing his populariu^^nd th^ univerfality 
. of the difeontents, would not pjefume t^afs fentence^ or* 

^ cveniS call him to bis trial. H/^was Itfr^^^^fore difmiffed, 

^ and rendered more infolent by^is proof cf tne?Nfey^oc^r- 
reGt him. The admiral 'Noidjbfa appeared in his fav^r ; and 
was fuppofed to foment thefe diforders, becaufe the hew re- 
gulations, with rcfpe£l to the Indians^ affeiled him deeply. 

* ^ His 
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Htl gftate in <he thtS 

nii^a are, amounting ^ iw annual:: fum of iwd : biind|n<i 
ihoufand crowns* would l>tf TCT^ced ^ hnlf that valuci ; wefe 
Visages paid to the labourem I^aa ptbale intcreft* the^' 
fore* and not any other difuke to the edf£l^ IMT the mtaiurom 
of the govertrrtient* that ftirredfthis ndicer tip tafadion and 
ieeitioii. The rebellion of the Centime in PeinmM. cofitri^ 
bitted to blow up the embers/of difeontent in diMrent parfa 
of Peru^ and that country h^an again to groan utUer all the 
miferies of civil diflenfio^ Altha’ the intellige^ trf the 
defeat of the two broth^ arrived foon bftcr the neps of their 
being in arms* yet were the humours of tlic pc4)lc in too 
great agitation to be/appeafed, except by evacuation. The 
foldiere boldly declJrpd their fentiments of the weaknefs of 
the government, forfwhich they had of late years been taught^ 
bynumberkfs infurreftidhs, to entertain but little refpeft. 
7'hcy had chofen leaders out of their own number* Girin 
not having yet returrjed from l^na j and their outrageoufnefs 
proceeded to fo great a length, that the magiftrates of Cuzcj 
applied to the royal cou^bWcould obtain no redrefs, thd 
corregidor, Juan &^?5^r^^7*^eing of opinion* that gentle 
means alone ought to^e^trp?;d, where, the effefts of force 
were dopbtful. Henced^<J*^tturbancej> rofc daily^ to a greater 
height. Some wef^tft^tief] ;^fth the apprehcnfions of the 
dreadful c#n^cquen(P:s of civil commotions ^ others wilfaed 
for rebellion, in h<^es of gaining fome private advantage 
from the public confufion. With this view they propagated 
falle news, Aandered the government, hinted that the prin- 
cipal perfons in the kingdom encoif/agcd the infurredtion* 
and affirmed, that only the fpirit of th(v people could prevent 
their being reduced to indigence and mifery, by the vari- 
ous pra6fice8 o\ the judges toraife taxes and tributes. Thofc 
who ftill reftiained well affeiSed to tha government, 
the corregidor to exert himfclf with fpirit, and gaakA exam- 
ples of fome of the moft fcdjtious } bj>t he excufed himfelf* 
faying, that the fciu»encc he had pafl|((a on was reverfod 

by the royal court*r and an injury by that means done (o hi$ 
honour, and the prirogative of his office. , , 

In this fituation affairs the vice^^ft a| 

Lima^ wheri'3 he w^y^ccived lyith great rejoicing* blid cx- 
"trafcrdinary of hftepm. The archbifhop and hnagif* , 

trates endeav^i^^d to pV^ail on him to make a triS^phal 
emryaw^'^a canespy of ftate>^but this he conftantly refufed. 
*His ba^tate of health preventing lils vifiting the difibrent 
cities of his government, he charged hts fon, don Fraitciji$^ 
with that bufinefs \ who accordingly fet out for Cuzca^ to 

• examine 



Into tfeo d4ftdii«ent«||^bieh pi^dileii in that dty; 

Frdm ihente to ^arcas^ and the more difkitt 
^ pmvincsca. By his vigilant/.; and the aflivity of the ma- 
gi^ates, the tumah was fit th%t time ftipprened, and Peru 
IWelivcrcd from otic of the grcsteft dangers which had threat^ 
eticd it fince the eftaWtftimtVit of the jSi^/?mj®*governmei?t. 

After this^e fct out for Charci^Sj where he examined every 
thing witnkthc ihoft curious ey^, took pljns of the towns, 
made in which all the filver 

• mines wele «(&urately delineated^ eftablifhed feveral necef- 
fary reguAionsJn the different pioMnccs, formed an exafl: 
eftimate ot the revenue dcducible from the new conqueft, 
artd returned' to his father at Li/na^, with an account of his 
progrefs and tranfaftions. Thence he^V|a9 difpatchcd’in the 
month of May 1552, witlj all his dra»ights and plans^ to 
give a relation to his imperial majelfy or the prefent ftatc of 
Peru ; and foon after his abfence the viceroy died, exceed- H/s death. 
ingly regretted by all who regraded the iptereft of their coun- 
try, an^ knew the value of a moderate, wife, and honeft 
governor. By this unfQrtun;3i-c* accident, the government 
devolved on the judges of tlV'royai^oupt 5 who no fooncr 
were in poffcffion ofapower, thkfi ^h^ revived the decree for 
releafirtg ih^^Indians f-^nm perforf* whicVi was rather 

fufpended than abolifbed IKT jUte adminiftration. 

However unpopular this regulation appJired, the judges al- 
ways endeavoured to enforce it, as often as the adminiftration 
came into their hands. They now required the execution 
with unufual rigour ; which raifed a ferment in all the*“pro- 
vinces, cfpccialTy in dharcaSy where the fervice of the 
dlam was indifpenfabV- ®To pay them would greatly dimi- the pu- 
nifh the profits of the proprietors of land,* and^privatc intcreft nnnee of 
affected them more nearly than any impulfe of humanity. Charcaj*. 
7-^owds of difeontented SpaniJ}) inhabitants, and* difbanded 
foT8iers,*i,^‘*mbh:d, upon a fuppofition they would receive 
countenance from th- governoa* Nonojofay who they ima- 
gined intended to aft Mcpendently, an(J^]aim the power 
formerly ufurped by Gonzah Pizarro, phere were fome 
reafoPs for this opinion, founded upon ccrt/in dubious expref- 
fions which h^had.j4l;Jt at Lima; hujd^^i?r?cijofa‘'s aiiiijiition 
being Shf^ gratified’ "by the go vern moifir where 
Jie policed immenfe eftate, he ^IterCT^^is fentimerfts, ' 
and determined to fupport the govcrnmenfTjTeable to the 
duty of his employmentj^ witboSt rifquingib largV‘ ;-£^rtuile 
in purfuit of dangerous idoal projefts.’ The mafit^ntents 
foon difeovered they would be difappointed in their fanguine 
expeftations from the governor ; they refolved, therefore, to 
^ - turn 



^0 * Tie ^ 

• tarn iheirplot into anothfi^itfin^U 
iv^hout his affiftance« To pCviate any 4iffieukiec iie migbl 
throw in their wa^, it was zpt;^d to put him |o deaths and 
fet up Don SebaJUan de C^iUay inoft popular perfon Ja 
the province, foi their comoiander. The makoments fpoltai 
publickly of 4heir defigns ; bu^ Nomjgfa obftinately refufed 
to^liilen to the informations daily lodged, of a ooj^racy 

f pinft his life. His friends exhorted him to prwde for bU 
ecurlty \ but N&dojofa coul/i not perjptda ^hlm fenL that fbl* 
diers, among whom he fo populati anSTwho Jpd bitber*- 
to appeared devoted to^his fervice, cduld fo fu^cnly 
their afFcSions, as to aftaflinate the leader'' theyf had lately 
adored. His temper was open and unfufpic£ou8,^^nd this dk* 
luded him into a fatal carelefsnefs ; or perhaps jbe thought, 
\ikt Julius Cafar^ ^at it was better to die once, than live in 
per^tual terror ; a^d that wheif a man was deferted by his 
friends, life was of no longer value. Certain it is, that he 
never provided guards, or in tlje leaft altered his former con^ 
duiSl with refpeSto ffimfclf, tho’he was extremely induftrious 
in what regarded the pubji^:. The confpirators went on 
Nonojofa without intenuption, afrfT enta^cd Nonojofa^s palace without 
murdered. lefiftance, lufhed into^is c^mbei, and loaded him with 
wounds } after whiclflj^^t run into ^hc ftreets, calkd out 
that the tyraht was'"d?3b, aijd ^ iibed long life to the king, 
to teftify ttief wercfjenemics only to the governors of the 
country, and not traitors to their fovereign. 

Having finiflied this important bulinefs, the confpirators 
, fell upon fome of the priocipal citizens, whom they maf- 
facred, then plundering their houfei, and committing the 
'moft fliocking barbarities. The fuacefj^ which attepded their 
meafures rendered them fearlefs ; by beat of drum they af- 
fembled all the^inhabitants in the market-place, proclaimed 
their leader Don Sebajiianofiscrnox^ ajicl chief juftice of 
province, appointed officers both civil and military,^and 
gulfed their treaion under f|je thin ^rnifli of doing every 
thing for the publie good, and in ih^amc of the fovereign* 
In a few c ays iheyr jained pofleffion of the town and mines of 
Potofi^ where theyUound near two millions of pieces of ?ight, 
the property of the Jcing, of the late j^y&rnor^ or tjK^^uvate 
perfonV ^ytached a party t^iclze upon * a 

^ 4 an(^ murder who comm»nde<j^ in ihat^ 

city ; but bejQ^..icir fen^me was accomplifhed, fortune took' 
7 Tud/Jeiu^-/n, and divideU ^the confpirators agamit them- 
‘'felvcs.'^art of NoKojofas foliitrs 'began to rcflc<9t on the 
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vioknt\prdcred[i»gs^ ind eveii to re- 
dkfinurdtr of their cenfral ; a homWe aSion/ which Dcti Se- 
^ they refolved to expiate by (b^ddmg the blood of Doh SiSa/-^ baftian 
‘ tiim^ to whofe ambition they nowtuferibed their own villainy, ajfaffwa- 
JWPjbcy were befides in hopes, that this aftion would prove to ami 
acteptable to the government, as to cancel alf their former Godinez 
offences. ^Thcy fet about their bloody work, therefore; 
with the &njpft confidence \ chofe Bafeo^ Godinez for their I- 
leader, an/ a^fEnatetl*^e gcnei.^l whom they had fo lately 
proclaimel i^ch mu4|||oftentatta<n, appointing Godinez to 
all his 

A militaTy Mvernment now prevailed in this part of the 
empire* Th»-^ldiers maflacred and fet up leaders at pleafure, 
iniitating the example of the Romans t 9 v;ards the decline of 
the conltitiition, when thejame perfon was invefted grith 
the purple, and torn in pieces by tf!% mob in the fpace of a 
week ; now the idol of the army, next day their deteftation ; 
juft as fancy, caprice, ambition, and inte/eft happened to pre- * 
vail. Godinez obliged the magiftrates to give fanftion 
to the appointment of the foldiu^,and confirm him not only 
in the dignity of general, but chief ju^ice^af the province of 
Choreas* By virtue^of this au-^hevin^f he afied with uncon* 
troule(>pOwq^r j put al^to ^th V^fVwere the <;j]bje6ts of his 
refentment, orjealoufy; caSjei leVeral.of the^confpirators, 
engaged in the murder of NonojoJoj to b| executeti j and put 
on the appearance of extraordinary zeal for the king^S fervice, 
as if he had been forced into the rebellion, and thruft into 
thofe employments, which he heW with no other vie w^ than * 
ferving hki imperial mfjefty. Even his intimate acquain- 
tance, his accomplicfes ifl the death of Sebajiian^ and deareflT 
friends, felt the rod of power, and were allaflin^tcd, to prevent 
their difeovering his complicated treafons, and difappointing 
^*r^mof thofe rewards vihich he expedted for his vigilanoe in 
berlalf of the government. He feized upon the eftate of Don 
Sebaflianj feared left l^s accomplices might demand a (hare, 
and expedfed the goverlKnent would conf^m this ufurpation, 
in conlidcration of the fervice he had perfarmed in removing 
that and traitor. The inability ojfthe royal court to 

cope *w\^podm 7 ^vf^ ^ne field, obligcd>|fe judges to h?^ve re- 
courfe"^artifice, and feizc the ufurpe/liy^is own m'Jichina- 
»tions. pretending that they were c/nvin#^of his ferviiles, ’ 
in tafcfi^ off the rebellious Sebajiiuh^ andSkJi^ing for the 
king, they caufed it to be fignihcd to him,*' that!fe{>dtfigft-x 
cd conftituting him general Bf their forces, and afligiiing him 
a large eftate in the province, which his public ipint had 
refeued from deftrudion } advifing him to unite his forces 
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with tlie tnaj^fkal Ahar^ jn om«r Ar«iiiiou% la /4A»4ifi0 
the r«bel6> and fupprtfe tfae^intriguea of tiK 
When they had fuffickntly deceived him^ they privawly ^ 
pointed Alvarado governor pf Charca^^ ordering him to msycb 
with all his forces into the province^ and i^priie Gadipurngi 
Godinez i^o expensed him as an auxiliary. Every thjng fucceeded 
ixicuied. to their wilh ; the deluded Godinez, received; as his 

friend, and was feized, condemned, and execute^ with mdl 
of his ofEcers. As he was led to tbCLptace oTextution^ the 
following proclamation was made hy|||^ bangp»a| : This 
“ man-, for treafon to his God, his Img and his jfapntry, is 
* “ condemned to be hanged, drawn, and qSarterSd/' 

So many perfona were involved in the rebeyt^ of Gedimz^ 
that fearce a day paffed without the dreadful fpeflacle of men 
executed, and fevered limb from limb. The juftices enforced 
the Jaws with more reg^td to jufftce than policy and prudence^ 

, This feverity raifed many enemies to the government, and 
eillol 1 ‘cvplt of Cuzh, headed by Francifeo Hernan- 

^iu ^orTin Giropif which put a flop to executions, and obliged the 
isongtn* apply their. '*^hole attention to the means of 

fuppreffing fo daa^ero*^' an infurreflion. The /wrf/tfwr prog- 
nofticated the corifeq\^enc;es >of fuch rigorous punifhments, 
and openly declared thfh“///?[Srehenfiops that another* rebels 
lion would rife out of in^'ru-m? t5V the former, and real caufe 
of difafFc£lion be gjfen by the exceflive feverity of the judges. 
Every corner of ^ru was filled with difeontents, and re- 
founded with clamours, of the cruel proceedings againft the 
• rebels. No man thought, himfelf fccure, becaufe the fame 
laws by which the accomplices of Sduajiian and Godinez were 
punifhed, might be extended to all vMbe^^had ferved under Gon^ 
zalo Pizarro^ or beftn engaged in the faZlions of Almagroy and 
the marquis Pizorro, The two iaft rebellions had been 
formed bylthe principal citizens of Cufzro^ who pqUeflcd lai^v 
fhares in the mines of Poioji^ now lying unwrought on ac- 
count of the new cdi<a, which require^d that no compulfion 
ihould be ufed wkh the Indians, .They reftnted the fl:ri<3 
obedience require^ to this law, the violent proceedings a- 
gainft the rebels, a\*id alfo feared, left, in courfe,of the procefles 
and jjunifliments ci'^ry day fet on foo^heir own prac- 
tices mighs be di^wfftered. To anticTpate the they 

' difiaded, fourltV? citizens drew up a petition to tfife goVer-^ 
nor, reque^i*' J^mat the edifi: might be recalled, a^lch a flop" 
/jftjt tc violc\it criminal procefles, which were ieen^with 
* horror liy every maifwho felt foe humanity. When this pe- 
tition was presented, the governor petufed it, and then tore 
it in pieces with indignation i which gave fo much oftcnce 



to thO; pcrfans concerned, tiiat tjicy irauiWi^dy laid the * 
fouiidafipn of a general revolt. They engaged Giron irrtheir 
gfebemes $ and be Toon became the moil a^ive, and, iodeed^ 
the Reading fcrfon of the confpiracy.^ He had, for fomc time, 
m^tehed the opportunity of gratifying an infatiable ambition, 

• not at all impaired by repeated difap|>ointment, end waited^, 
before he declared himfelf, the iffuc of the revolt in the pro- 
vince of Ch\m^ Informed that Alvarado maintained a cor- 
refpondence ]Mfh Ramirezy the governor of Cuzcoy and was 
- concerting ItBiafurcs for deilroyiiig him and his friends, 
he refolve^fQ anticipate their dcfi^ns, and break out into 
open febeluSn. For this purpofe Giro?i afTcmbled his friends^ 
acquainted thi’in with thed-anger^ revealed all the intelligence 
he received concerning the fchcm-i'S carried on by Aivarado 
and Ramirez^ aggravated every circunAfance, and affirmed 
that Alvarado % (iejivii was t^f^ilrike a^uzco^ the root of* all 
the evils of which he complained, as foon as he had lopped oft* 
the branches of Charcas. He ttxhorted them, therefore, to * 
enter upon vigorf <us meafuies tor their own prefervation, 
and not tamely fuffer luijuit puniij;^nenis like their friends in 
Charcas^ under colour of law. ^ 7 'hc cau^tJ was general to 
all the Spanift) planters ; ail were ii)te*cftecl in oppofing an 
editft which rendf-tecft,bcir minCiHvfs^fs, and their eftates a 
mere incumberance, if thej^ err efepnved of the fervices of 
the Indians ; and he aflured them, they vunuld fobni bc joined 
by great numbers as loon as it was known they had taken 
up arms to redrefs a grievance fo general and important. 

This aflembly confiding chiefly of citizens, who ;wcrc 
proprietors of mines or derates, or of foldiers of defperate for- 
tune, whofe onlv refoyrctiFwas in fome new difturbance, was ^ 
not difficult of belief; little pcrfuafion was ncceflary to en- 
gage them to whit they were before idirpofed. They clofed 
Giron & piopolai, jnd offered their fervices ‘in execu- 
tin*^ any plan foi :ht* prelervaiion of liberty, which he fhould 
.think fit to ofitT. A h^ppy occi^fion now prefented itfelf for 15^3. 
putting theii defper/.ce Rhemes in pra£lic?. The daughter i/f 
of a rich Spaniard was to be minried at 6«zn, on the 15th day the ^over- 
November ^ and rhe nuptials were to be cei.;i?brated with great 
^ magnifil^ce. ‘ ^rije ^7 uds flocking to t^s exhibition would 
lender their projici to fcize 0.1 the geJ^ernor and princi- 
pal m agitates, wh<» were invited., to ebe wb^J^jling. Wh(\ji ‘ 
tbe dayfl^me, Giron^ with twelve of' the f?v^^jtiefperate of 
the confpirators, rufhed into the bride grooA’s whilbX 

the compam^ were at fupper. Obferving'fome of them were 
making off, he defired^ they would fear nothing, for they 
were all engaged in the fame mcafurcs ; upon which he 
Mod, Hi§t.*Vcl. XXXVIIL F f feized 
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^ feized upon the governor and magiftrates, killing two Ot 
three of the number who offered to make rclWlance, and' 
fuffering the reft of the company to go away unmolefted^ 
This gave fufpicion that^ all were concerned ; and it wasji 
refined ftrokc of policy in Giron^ who, by this means, diWlf 
his party* feveral perfons, before ignorant of the plot, who 
thought their being fufpeiScd would be equally punifliable 
with the adtual commiffion of the crime. Thdy joined in, 
therefore, with Giron^ hoping to increafe tlj^ confpirators 
to fuch a number, as would be able to fubveft fche govern'^ 
ment; and, by getting the laws into thei^r ow^-^nds, ob- 
viate the punifhmenis inflidted on rebellion, and even the 
fufpicion of difloyalty. " 

When Giron a<^f:omplilh€d his defigns on the governor 
aijd magiftrates, he committed them to prifon, and then 
joined his party df^n up ih the market-place, making 
proclamation for all the friends of liberty to afl'emble in arms. 
He then feized upon fhe voyzl treafure and the arfenal, beat 
up for recruits in the moft public manner, and declared that 
all he had undertaken for the fcrvice of his king and 
country. He C(i mplained, that all rcmonftrances made to 
the royal court were’eontemptuoufly rejefted, and that no- 
thing rema^ined but upon therfupfeme authority, un- 

til the fituation of affairs coul^be properly pfefented to his 
catholic majefty. [When he had aflcmbled a confiderable 
force, lie required^ of the magiftrates to conftitute him chief 
jiifticc ; and fuch was his influence, or their pufillanimity, 
that his demand met with no refufel. The magiftrates no- 
minated him not only chief juftice, ftut captain-general ; and 
feveral other towns congratulated'*hirr on his elevation, and 
offered to fupnort him in his mcafures with all their power. 

Advice of this revolt no foorcr reached the royal court, 
than orders were ilTued immediziely to fufpend the cxecutibft 
of the new ordnance, to which they chiefly attributeefShe 
commotion. At the fame lime Jharado was conftituted 
general of the forces in the fout^ern provinces, who were 
ordered to marct towards Cuzco ; and a refolution was taken, 
to aflTemble an a^^ny in the neighbourhood of Limai which 
was. to join that o^Aivarado. To thbfe dreaded 

punilhmerit for^Aeing engaged in the "late rebel? jn, from 
' i^.Srowing thaVeives into the arms of the majXontents, 
Pardon w^*: -f-^8claimed to all who had foughtvander the 
^d^enfigrs^f P/zhrro, Sehajlian^ and Godinez^ provided they 
would immediate!)^ inlift in thfroyal army, and ferve againft 
the enemies of their king and country*; but by this time Girm 
was fo ftrong, that he marched to Rachahamac^ on his way 

- . 
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to Lima^ to ^vc battle to the royalifts. Here He received in- 
TClUgencethat the enemy was approaching, and was making 

« rations to bring matters to i fpcedy ifTue, when the 
ion in bis army conftrained him to retire to* a cjreater^ 
diftance. In his retreat he was purfued by Paolo de menefis^ 
who had orders to harrafs his rear with a confiderable de- Defeats a 
tachmeot ; ba,. .this officer was drawn into a*fnare, and de- ^^y^l 
feated with groilJ^dofs, before the maiij body of the royal army tachmenu 
couid come uj his relief. • 

This virSo^-y was no way decifive ; but it was of the ut- 
moft con fequence to, G/r<9«, giving him not only leifure to 
augment his army, but enabling him to put a flop to the de- 
fertion, by infufing new fpirits into his fi.l9iers. He formec^ 
t a complete regiment of well dliciplinec^negroes, befides a 
f number of Spaniards^ who embraced his caufe, the moment 
I it appeared that fortune declared heifelf in his favour, although 
they were ready to join the oppofite party. With this 
force he advanced to the plains of Na/ca, on the fea-coaft, 
about threefcorc leagues to the north waul oLLlma ; while 
Jlvarado^ having aflcmbled a thoufand Spamardsy and ten 
thoui’and began^ris march ixotrx i^hcirciiSy and took 
pofleffion o*f Cu:.my for tlTc ip the ahfehce oY Giron, 

Here, being joined by feveral detachment‘s, h^ thought him- 
felf in a condition to cope with the rebels* he fee out in 
queft of Gtrony who then feemed to .defpil'e the enemy. 

Fluflied with their late viftory, fo cafjy obtained, they ima- 
gined^^very thing muft yield ti> them ; but G/ri7« judged other- 
wife, recommended caution V7ell as valour, and bid them 
fight as men whofe futurc**''’ippinefs depended on their cou- 
rage, and who had their fort' nes to ftiape with their fwords; 

He airijg;ed them, that, bciides a numerous body of IJtdianSy 
iSr" re^s-f/ere a thoufand well difciplined Spaniards,, veterans 
inured to fatigue and adtfon, advancing againft them from 
lUmay befides the ftill mor^^ppweiful forces marching from 
CuzcOy under the conduct of Jfuarado * “ However, added he, 
if I had but four hundred men, on whofe fidelity I could 
depend,* I 'lhoul<J make no doubt of vi(3^fy ; fince th^ 
battle is nohts the and numerous, LiW; to th^ un^- 

nimous andlvaliant, to them who obey their ^^ral, and \ 

** no^to tho^who each of them afpire at coaiR?l:nding*’* 

•When he haofaken off the rafh confidence of Ifis folSi^rs, 
without damping their fpirits, Or blunting the*edge of their 
^^urage, he marched and topk poffeffion of an advantageous 
near Chugnimay on the road the enemy muft pafs, wifli- 
ing for nothing morcfthan to be attacked, in this fituatioh, 
by tljc royalifts^v yi^ocks, woods, and precipices, made his 

P' f% ' ^ «rniy 
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army inacccffible on every fide i but artfully conceal^ 
the ftrength of the poft, the more readily to feduce Aharam 
into an engagement : hfiwcver, the ftratagetn failed, ^vqz 
^rado knew: the ground, and furrounded it with intentieJSHt 
cut off all ' Supplies of provifion from the rebels^ and reduce 
them to the neceffity of engaging on iefs advantageous terms, 
or furrenderin^at difcrction, to avoid being famifhed. This 
meafure was condudet} with fo much addnSs^ (hat Giron^s 
troops were foon brought to great* extremity of which AU 
V(frado received notice by an officer who c^^itifed to him, 
and gave him further information, that^the rebels intended to 
decamp in the night, and force their way through his lines. 
The deferter furtner alledgcd, that G/Vi^w’s camp (night cafily 
T)e forced, as all h’ troops vTere difeontented with the hard- 
fliips they fuffered, and fo fickly as fcarce to be able to bear ' 
arms ; upon which Alvarudoy changing his refolution, gave 
iiants a oidcrs to prepare for an attack. This was precifely what 
complete Qjyon wirfied for. He drew up his men to receive the enemy, 
animated^ them with the certain profpeil of victory, and 
a fpeedy iflue lo their fufferings. There were only two accef- 
C'^mp, and for their defence he^chofe thofc 
foidi^rs in whom he greatefficonfidencc. Here the 

afl’auh began. - In one place the royalifts were obliged to 
crofe a river, up to the neck ; and, in another, to march a- 
long a defile encumbered v/ith rocks and bufhes, and fo nar- 
row, that fcarce three, men could walk a-breaft. They were 
cut oft’ as faft as they advance.*!, by repeated well dfl^^dled 
difeharges of fire-arms. The r;innon made dreadful havock ; 
yet the marflial perfevered, leading his men on to fucceffivc 
afl’aults, and renewing the charge with fuch obftinacy, that 
had nbt a pannic feized the fold^ers, the whole aripy ,muft 
have infallibly periflied. Already two-thirds of his m^.. \ -^i*' 
killed or taken prifonprs; and Alvarado^ in defpair, was 
marching up with the laft diviCon, when the foldiers, per- 
ceiving the fate of their compatiions, and the dreadful car- 
na'ge made by the rebel artillery, turned their backs, fled 
with great prel;ipitation, and carried off AJvaradiiin the croud 
Of fugitives, defpitc of his utnu/iv endeavtfu^s jpather to pc- 
rifti thanlfj^vive the (hame of his difgrace.) Above four 
hundred^^jpd fifty of tfie royalifts were killed qjetaken; while 
this KSportahit vidory coft Giron no more than fevenceen of 
his foldiers, who were fo<^n replaced by the prifoners, who 
inlifteci themfelves, and embraced the fide for which fortuntjj; 
feemed to declare. The booty was immenfe, and even ex-^ 


ceeding any thing ever before feen everv in that riefiCountryA 
The richeft planters in Poru ferved in Alvh'ptdi^ army, ^d ‘ 



had arms at)d equipages fliieable to tteir we^tb and over^ 
grown fortunes. Every thing was adorned with gold^ fitver, 
and precious*ftotics ; the horfe furniture and arms were par- 
ncubrly fplcndid ; and fo certain were they of vidory, 

Jorn e preparations had a(9:uat}y beea made for a magnificent 
»%Rmphal entry 4nto Lima. 

The confufion occafioned by this defeat am^g the roy* 
alffts would have given the enemy the greateflladvantages, 
had Girm known as well how to purfue as to gam a viiloiy. 
Many infifted that the maiflial was betrayed, without which 
he could noipoffibly have beendef^ted ; and fo far had this 
opinion fWV^ilc‘d,^that I’ufpicion fell upon particular perfons. 
The judges met in council to pafs judgment on the fuppofed 
criminals ; and they \vere juft preparing to confign to capital 
pdnilhmcnt the jultice Santillony when Jetters arrived from 
Alvarado^ and his officers, w^ich fullv cleared that genjie- 
man, by reciting the real caufes of intis misfortune. The 
marihal laid the blame on the^difobedience of his foldiers ; 
but his officers charged him with rafhnefn, and injudiciotifiy 
attacking the enemy in an impregnable fituatton, when he 
might have forced them to furrendci without (bedding a drop 
of blood. Lorenzo de Aidenatytn venture^ to refledl on his 
courage \ for he addaat the clofif of his letter, They fay 
the mijirfhalis wouftded,^but I anf fure it was neither 
‘‘ with fighting, or giving eixefuragement to foldiers.** 
Whereas the enemy, and almoft all the reft of* his own 
officers, do him ample juftice in this refpe£f, and affirm, that 
impetuofity of his courage muft have occafioned the en- 
deftrudtion of his foldiers, buf for the reafons we have 
q^ntioned. Nothing was wanting to complete Giron^s fuc-^ 
cefs, but to improve tile advantage he obtained by hi j valour, 
and purfue the enemy with vigour, while they W€*e difheartened 
and^divided. The bench of judges fell into warqi difputes, 
^w^ether they ought to Accompany the army, to give the ge- 
neral more authority, and prevent the nourmunngs of the 
foldiers ? And this was vArmly debated in the town- 

houfe of Lima^ while thy army ought to be employed in the 
field, to prevent fuch confequcnces as might naturally have 
been tx{)e6led from a defeaU Happily for the royalifts, 
Giron remaineef fiv# -fix weeks inadivedn his impre^able 
camp ; jpntcnting himfelf with fending dytacbments to 
Guzcoj jmquepa^ La Paz^ and other cities, r> plunder 
defpoil Without limitation or reftriftion. EJ^(iL./jir?urs 
fame tinrewere ufed to a*igment the arnjy, which, by i 
of the prifoners that inlifted, and the volunteers that every 
day flocked to G/Vi?w’s vicS)rious banners, foon increafed to a, 
• f' f 3 ' thoufanJ 
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tho^fand Sj^mardsy cxdufivc of the detachments^ Indians and 
Negrm. To complete his train of artillery, which was 
much inferior to that of the enemy, he ordered the gre^ 
bells of Cuzco to be caft into cannon, and infcribca 
with the motto ^^Libcaty;” the cant term ufed by 
ditious perfons to conceal ambition, and difguife rebcllWff^ 
•againft their king and country. The royalifts made a pro- 
per ufe of jnis circumflance ; they exclaimed againft it as 
a piece cf *impirty and facriJegc, which the Almighty would 
not fail to punifh. The citizens of Cuzco ecchoed the cry, 
hecaufe they relented the cruel pillage made bl/ GVr^w’s dc- 
tachihent, which had entirely alienated tl^ir nyii^Trom his 
intereft. 

^ Wretched was the condition of boA parties ; Spaniards 
and* Indians were ^equally fufFerers by thefe dreadful cisil 
Vjars and frequent rj^belJion.^ It whs but lately that the 
royalifts were (hedging the blood of their countrymen by 
the legal forms of courts, agd plundeiing and maflacring the 
adherenis of Giron^ w^ho now retaliated the injury with a 
vengeance on the heads of all thofe who had declared them- 
fclvcs enemies to his cairfe, or even kept a-loof with defign 
of joining the fl\;onger fide. Many citizens, in Cuzco^ were 
not only ttripped of their efiates, but ^leprived of their lives^ 
Scarce a houfc efcaptd the Ine foldiezs, and the ci- 

tizens wese no left incelifc6 at Giron's avarice than the 
clergv ^t his fac|rilegc. Both united againft him, and 
cornpofed fo formidable a body, that he was forced to fend 
for his wife and childrert, not chufing to truft his famiiyin 
a city which had now openly decided its enmity. All \r\s 
we may afcribe to Girons own imprudence, for he migat 
cafily have fecured the triendfliip of* the capital, could he 
only have m«:d(*rated his revenge and avarice. The inha- 
bitants oj Cuzco favoured h[s caufc, were enemies tci thc 
new edict, and ftrongly prejudiced againft the judges .,forv’\ 
the feverc puniflimcnts inflidled on all who bppofed its efia- 
blifliment ; but now they perceivfcl that Giron's aim was 
not to defend the property and rights of the Spaniards^ but 
to acquire the power of plundering* and executing his coun- 
trymen with impunity. It Was this change in the feiyiments 
of the citizens, which determined Gi’cr^ to m<a4ca to the 
pleafant vMc ^f Tuca^ where he rcfrcftied Kis trlops, and 
/avc himfclf hjp to rura^ fports, until advice atijved that 
^thc royalifts augmented to two thoufand men, w^e march- 
ing direftly to Cuzlo^ with a fine**rain of artillery^, and nu- 
merous army of confederate He then retired to a 
ftrong pafs, about forty leagues foutn of the capital, where 

, he 
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pofied his army in fuch a manner ai rendefeil an«attack 
extremely dangerous, if not impraflicablc. This was the 
^peculiar province of Giron; no general was ever morejudi- 
cioMs or fortunate in the choice o%round for encampments. 

Htis wings and front were inacceffible by rivers, woods, rocks, 
Dr.moraiies, and behind he was fecured by a dcepiapid ftreatr/, 
which, however, did not obftrufi his commuiWcation with 
the ^jae^t country. Befides, he comnraijdcd me provincef 
of Charcas by this pafs, and thereby rendered himfclf abfo- 
lutely maftjpr of the trcafurcs of *PotoJi, His troops were 
not on l y wl ularljj^paid,^ but fuch a fund was laid up as’might 
enable hiinro prolecutc the war for a ferics of years, were ^ 
nyneyihe only re^uifite. 

^Mean time the royal army pafled th # rivers Amenray and jj p^rfued 
^perimacy in their way to CuT^Oy and met with confideraMe the 
refiftance from parties detached by to difpute their /sr- 
paffage. The artillery was carried with great labour, and;;*^'. 
employed no lefs than ten thoufand ladtansy every piece 
of cannon being fixed to a long beam, longitudinally' fup- 
potted by traafverfe beams laid upon the Ihouldcrs of the 
natives. In this manner the royalifts arrij^ed within a few 
leagues of CuzcOy wKan they rccehrcd the unfortunate news, 
that a detach njent of tifeir forces, unddV Gomez dt Solis y was 
defeated 2 itAreguepa by Pi immediately tfccy purfued 
their march to Pacava. the ftrong poll in which (Sirgn was 
encamped, Giron was in hopes the enemy’s fuperit'rity in 
nig a nbers would prompt them to attack him as they had done 
dl^buquenca; but they'j^rMd'ently Tefjfted all the baits he ' 
tl|cw out, and plainly evinced that they were grown wWer ^ 
experience. I'heytenAmped within fight of the rebels, 
in an open plain, where the cavalry might aif with free- 
dom^ and maintained perpetual Ikirmilhes, in whi^h it was 
obfervable the eriemy had generally the advantage; notwith* 

Handing GarcilaJJo affirms their artillery was of no ufe, ‘‘ Pio- 
^ vidence forbidding t^jat the ftcred metal, of which the 
“ churches were defpoilei fliould be employed in the de- 
ftrudlion of mankind.T For feveral days the two armies 
watched each other, without any attempts on either fide to 
come to ^ genSrafo^ngagement ; however, Giron ww at 
length en4>uraged to attack tkc royalifts* by | the' conftant 
fuperioritjbhe had in fkirmifhing, •and certain reports tbai\ 
the cauti6l} of the judges proceeded from their apprehen-^\ 
fions witArefpedl to the fidelity of their^foldicrs. It was, s 
befides, rumoured, that the ^nemy were* in gieat want of 
powder, matches, and ^11 kinds of ammunition ; and this 
•report, though artfully propagated by the judges, was fo>a-r 

F f 4 flly 
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fliy credited by Gmn^ that be laid a&de bis ufual cautioili 
and refolved to oftenfively. He called a council of his 
officers^ in which it was refolved to make an aflault in tbe^ 
night, upon a certain qtsartcr of the enemy’s cam|>. 
officers had in a manner been forced 'into a conceffion 1 ^ 
the earnefti^fs with which he urged the propofal ; for it 
, was the unammous opinion, that he ihould hold himfelf dofe 
in his quarllers, maintain alt the advantages of hi$;;&tgktion, 
and thereby compel the enemy to decamp for want of nc^ 
ceflaries, or fight at a great difadvantage. In cqmplaifance, 
however, to him, they fuhmitted, and Gif on their 

• obedience as a proof of their being convinced by the force 
of his arguments, which forved to confirm him the.4inor0^n 
Js reful- his rbfolution. Accordingly a mufter of his army was mailv, 
kdf in^he evening, whe^ it appe^^red that fcveral had deferted, 
and probably apprifeuthe royallfts of his intention. Yet could 
not this unfortunate circum^ance divert his refolution ; on 
the contrary, fearing left the defertion might contintje, and 
thinking it probable that the enemy would foon be rein- 
forced, be haftened to put his praje£t in execution, and con- 
certed his plan w(th fo much prudence and ability as merited 
fuccefs. About two o’clock in the mo»oing, when the moon 
was down? he falliefi out of A’s caftnp at the hea'd of fix 
hundred mulketeers, twd hundred pikemen, a regiment 
of negrdfcs, and about thirty horfe. The black regiment 
had orders to advance with all poffiblc filence to the front of 
the enemy, and there to make a diver, fion ; while, with< 4 ie 
bulk of his army, he fell upo/i jnx* rear. That his 
, fliould be able to diftinguifh each, other in the dark, t%y 
were cloathed in white ; and ha(f, befidei, a word of battlis, 
to prevent confufion, and enable tbcm’to rally, in cafe they 
fliould happen to fall in diforder • every thing was excreted 
with the utmoft punctuality ; bu^ the enemy had cnti^lj^ 
altered their pofition upon the intelligence of the deferters, 
and marching out of thei:* intrenchments, drew up in order 
of battle on the ^plain, planting^ their artillery in fuch a 
manner as to take the aflailants iVi flank, according to the 
advices they heard of their intended difpofition. Thf negioc 
regiment, meeting with no refiftancc the fiopt, entered 
the camp*, killed Ye vcral/>2^ftfwj and mules, and vi?rc return- 
/ng in aftonimment at what had become of the ei| piy, when 
^'they were falu^d by a volley of grapc-fliot, poured from the 
mouths of eleven ^pieces ofcannoAi, which almoft^cut off the 
whole corps. Giron j at this time^ wa$ firing with great 
fury upon the rear of the enemy’s camp ; when, to his great 
furprife, a ihower of bullets came upn him from another 
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quMCer* which' gave him the iirft notice hit ’ 

chtnt, and^dctcitnincd him to make the beft retreat in his 
^ jK)wcr, although he fuftaincd but little damage. Yet he 
ciwld not prevent two hundred .of his men from deferring 
IWTim^ notwkhftanding his difperfition was fo good that he re- 
gained his camp without any lofs from the ilicmy. Tjje ^na 
to\du£l of the juftices was no lefs admirablef When they 
obwtie^hc rebels retiring, an attempt was mide to purfue, 
left G'trm might face about, and by this Ifudden motton a- 
larm the troops, as if they had been drawn into an aiwbuf- 
cade.^Bn^'^y man wis ordered to keep within the works, 
on pain of death, and the purfuit wholly entrufted to a de- 
tachment of horfe, that made fome unfuccefsful attacks on 
^he enemy’s rear. , • 

Such was the ilTue of tly; battle of Pucera^ in which not 
above twenty men were flam on h3S% fidcs, unlcfs we ex- 
cept the lofs fuftained by the negroe regiment, of which the 
Spaniards never made any account, regarding the death of 
a flavc, and of a brute, in much the fame light. Giron 
found himfelf ftill in a condition to maintain his poft againft 
all the power of the royalifts. The three following days 
he kept the judgesjn perpetual alarm, ooliging them every 
night*to draw up in bamlia. Nwee day he prew out hit 
army, as if to decide mattcis by an equal battje in the open 
field, ot rather to draw the enemy on to attack him in hit 
ftrong fituation ; but this motion was attended with a con* 
fequence very unfortunate to him, by furnifliing Vafquez^ 

.,Viih twelve more in vrhom Giron had great cw» » 

Jfidence, jvith an opf)6rtunity of deferting. VaJqu$B ba4 
i brought with him a filvdt helmet belonging to the lieutcfiaolf^ 
general Piedrahita^ in token of his refolution to come over 
the judges, as ibon as a fair occafion offered. Thcin- 
<‘d11igence was extrentely acceptable to the judges, who, till 
now, entertained only faint hopes of reducing Giron with 
his handful of foldier: ; they, Jherefore, iffued immediateOr* 
ders for the troops to keep within their quarters, and avoid 
fkirmilhing, only fending out parties to facilitate the defer^ 

G'/i?© AT Vafji confounded with the infidelity of Ffifyuez ; 
ftill, hjiwevcr, he did not dsfpair. He^ndjpavoured, ^ the 
moftHt^othing and animatihg expreffions, to fecurc the 
tionSj ^nd fuftain the fpirits of his foldj^rs. To prc<V^nt 
their %ing affedled wuh the departure of the treacherbt'^ 

Fafques^ he laid before tKbm the realbns that induced him 
to enter upon the* Jnterprife, which was nothing lefs than 
the defence rfeir rights, properties, and lives, and ac- 
rl A^ ^ quainted 
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« qujaimted tjiem with wljat they muft cxpcfl:, if they followed 
the example of their perfidious companions. Be not 
troubled, ftid he, for the lofs of Vafquez ; he is but a 
** man, and we can do without his affiitance. Let mc clif- 
fuade you from trufting to “the pardon which he imagindll 
he has fcok'red by his treachery. No enemy ever yet ry,- 
warded a raitor, or encouraged him longer than vy^ile 
* he was i^ccflary to their purpofes. You 

** tisfied, that, h&vvever they may carefs Vofpic^ for the 
prefent, his life will bg; the price of his treachery, the 
moment I am fubdued, and that he at jprefenWir;. 2 S his 
“ fafety to our refiftancc, and not to their cfteeirf or regard.- 
I have no value for my own life, but vis it may conti^ 
but^ to your fafety ; for I am confident of the punifhmenv^ 
‘‘ in Wait for all thofe who trull to the proniifcs‘of the 
“ judges, who will no fcriTple of hanging up a deferter 
with his pardon about his neck. It is valour alone that 
can place you beyond the^“ power of our enemies, and 
‘‘ fecure you againff an ignominious death. Our fituatjon 
is by no means defperate ; if we are unanimous, we fliali 
ftill be vidlorious ; at lead we ftlll have this fatisfa<Sion, 
that we die wiAi our fwords in our hands, in the defence 
of freedom, and have efcaped that igi^ominious punifiiment 
due to the credulity and of our afibciates.’' 

, A RAY^of'hope feemed to dart into the foul of Giron 
from the this fpeech produced on his foldiers. Every 
fentence was ecchoed with applaufe > but fcarce had the daj^ 
^ pafled before a third of thr /.J-iu’Jer deferted. Thj^^; 

threw him into defpair ; he every monftent expefted to be be-L 
f layed into the hands of his enemies, and^ould devife no other ; 
n)C.ans of warding off the danger, than by taking refuge in the 
meJuntains ; wffich relblution he put in pradice the fam^ 
night, without communicating his dei^gn to one individu?i, 
leaving the few remaining troops to ftift foj^.^hemfelves. 
Giron^s flight was no (boner jenown in his camp, than Al- 
varadoy who adled in quality of lieutenant-general, went m 
fcarch of him, with a hundred nien,Wevoted to his 'fervice; ' 
but taking a different rout, were all fuiprifed and. 
by one of the king’s generals, detachej^ by t^jc juSges 
in piirfuit of .the rclipls, of whole flight they were itfbrmed 
fcy feveral defcri^rs. Nine 9f the principal officers wyc exe- 
cu^d on the fpot, and the reft of the prifoners fent ^Cuzco 
u^cr a ftrong ^ard, there to receive, agreeable p legal 
forms, the punilhment due to their enmes. Anoth^ of the 
rebel generals had the good fortune to«go over to the royal 
armyj with great part of the forces, before Giron's flight 

wa5 
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was known, and for fome time enjoyed the benefit ;of the ’ 
pardon tl^t was publifhed ; but he was hanged up aftcr- 
^ wards for this rtbellion, by order of the next viceroy, who 

paid no regard to the pardon granted by the judges. As 1554. 
^for the unhappy Giron^ he wandered alone for fevcral days 
^through pathlefs, defart mountains, hiding hifsfelf in wqpds 
!^d caverns. At laft he was difeovered by foiie of his faith- ^ 
n\{bldiers, who refolved to participate in misfortunes. " 
Tnc^?Wnfbrted each other for fome dayJ in their affli(3ion, 
and then fell into the baits laid by their enemies. Qiron wzt Giron 
taken^ifoner, fent#to and publickly executed, taken and 

head”l)eirjg fixxd up over thofe of Gonzalo Pizarro^ and txteuMd. 
J^anctfeo CarvayjL I'hus ended the rebellion and life of^ 
Prancifeo Hernandez Giron^ who had diftinguiflied bimfelf by 
/actions truly glorious, had they been* performed in the fer- 
vice of his king and connt?y. ^ 

On the arrival of the marquis Canneta^ who was appoint- 
ed hy Philip II. to fucceed Me.^doza^ moft of the rebel officers, Canneta 
even thofe who had deferted before thetr affairs became de-^made vice- 


fperate, were executed. The viceroy made his publick entry roy of 
into Lima^ in the month of July 1557, and was received with Peru, 
all the refpeci due to his exalted dignity^ and high quality, 
Imme(Jiately he pU\ 2 ^^d guards on ajl the roads leading to 
the great citl\?s, with ordei^'^^ri^ly to examine all paffengers, 
and feize any papers found upon them, the bettfcr ito difeover 
the plots and confpiracics w»^hich might be in agitation. 

Even Spaniards were required to make ufe of paflports in 
.x»^^avelling from or province to another. All the ^ 

v'innon, fmall arms, atKMim munition, in the different pities, 

^•were carefully coJlecJled^ and lodged in magazines and arf^ 
'^*nals, to be opened only with leave from the viceroy, and 
every poflible ftep was taken to fupprefs any Vorming rebfel- 
and cxtinguifli tjjc latent fparks of the late^onfpiracy. 
Several of the principal officers engaged in the revolts of P/- 
zarro^ Stha/fuln^ Godinez^ and qowofG/V^w, were baniflied, 
and their eftates confifeated, or fent into the galleys. All 
the commifiions grante^ by the judges were revoked, and 
new appointments made. To filence at one ftroke all mur- 
againft fjiefc arbitrary proceedings, he ordered feveral 
perfons wuo had'Ixpreffed their difapprolpat^pn of his mea- 
fures, to be feized and fent to SpatUy under ]prcrence of * 
commc'Kling them to the king for rewards which he couM 
not beftj w. Thefc Were the fteps taken my the new vice*^ 
roy to e^orce obedience to^he laws, a»id imprefs a favour- 
ably opinion of the yigour of his adminiftration. Hitherto 
only the Spaniards y/ere confidered as objcdls of his policy ; 

he 
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• be now turned bis attention towards the nitfives, and ]2d}Our- 
ed to attach thetn to the government by ads of mildnefs and 
liberality. His firft endeavour was to p/evail on Sayri Ta^ 
pac^ a, prince the ncareil in blood to the late inca Manco 
Capacy and regarded by the Indians as the legitimate foverci^ 
of the empire^to quit the v^^oods and mountains in which 
coRcealed hiirielf, accept of the friendly offers of the 
niardsy and y yearly appointment fufficient to maintain^e 
fplendor of nis exalted rank and quality. To rjiSS^rSlic 
negotiation lefs difficult, he applied to Donna Beatriz Corjay 
aunt to the young prince, to ufe her in^uence with his guar- 
^ dians, and alTiirc them that no deceit was iii|:ended,T!fi'6"pro- 
j3ofal refulting entirely from the viceroy’s fincere defirc of 
leeing Spaniards and Indians united in the ftrongeft bonds 
• amity, and all enjoyifig equal happinefs under his gqvernX 

ment. Accordingly lady dispatched a meflenger of the 
blood-royal to the mountains of Vika PompOy where the court 
refided. After encountering miinifold difficulties, themeffen- 
ger was admitted iifto the prefence of the prince, his guar^ 
di^ns, counfellors, and captains, who direfled his affairs dur- 
ing his minority, and the viceroy’s propofal was taken into 
One of the confideration. Tix)’ it was brought by a kinfman from a 
lady, whom they knew to be ftrongly «tached to the royal 
family j yet*they coul3 not heliarrurp&ling the fmcerity of 
the Spania^d^y and regarding' the overture as a ftratagem to 
get the young prince into their hands, poffibly to treat him 
in the fame manner they had done the Atahualapa. That 
no precaution might be omitted, thiv JitjAe fugitive court dlfn ^ 
patched an exprefs to Cuzcoy wittifefii|[ffuc3ions to found 

fentiments of the Spaniards,^ and examine narrowli 
whether they had not deluded DonncF Beatriz by fpcciousA 
appearances. %\s thele mutual embaffies took up more time 
than the viceroy expected, he grew impatient j and tbinki/vg 
to accelerate matters, he charged friar, who had gained 
fome reputation as a politician, with ^ cominuuon igimedi- 
ately to the prince j but fo cautious were the IndianSy that 
they feized all the palles, and forbil the friar accefs to the 
court. However, Donna Beatriz at laft hniflied the bufiners, 
by going in perfon to the mountains of Vilgst Pornpa^^pn.^" 
feniin^ the, prince with certain proofs (ft" the i fiiv^erity of 
•the Spaniards^ ^nef demonftrafing that the propotfls made 
bjfthe marquis were perFeiEily confiftent with poyy, and 
at rule of ad iiHn iff ration which be adopted, of unCing the 
Indians and Spaniards in one coipnmn intereft. AO^ir warm 
debates in the council, the propofal mjv* at lengfh accepted, 
and an inilrument made out, whereby the i:ica confented to 
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^ult the mountains, and live among iht Spaniards^ in confi- 
deration of the annual revenue of fcvcnteefi thoufiind pieces 
jf eight,; to fecure the payment of which the eftate of Ftanr 
f^cifeo Hernandez^ part of the valley of Tuy^ together with 
viands and Indiam in the juWfdidtion of Cuzm^ were fettled 
him for life, and during his peaceabl|fconduft. TFIe, 
enjoyed the title of lord of the vallc^f Tuy ; a poor 
cquival^t for his empire, which he, hotvever, willingly ac- 
cepted, as'^ooii as he was made fcnfiWe that the vicerpy 
waiU^<ous in the offer. Garcilaffh^ indeed, alledges, that 
when the inftfdment was prefented to him in gilt paper by ^ 

Jthe archbilhopj he took up the fringed velvet covering upon 
f the table, and folding a corner of it in his hand, ^xclaim^ 

ed, All this table and fringe formerly belonged to me ; » 

but now the Spaniards^ r^'^zy niTr^^Vi^ith a fingle thrAd for 
** the fupport of my dignity, my houfhold, friends, and 
“ family.*' ' ^ 

The reconciling the inca to the &pamjh government was 
certainly a mafterly ftroke ; but the marquis Canneta punifh- 
ed thofe who had ever appeared in arms againft the king 
with To much rigqur, that be railed unreal number of ene- 
mies to his admin ^ration. Complaints were daily pouring 
in upon t^c miniftry Philips which 'rendered it ne- 

ceffary to appoint a new^ viceroy, us the cni^ rineans of ap- 
peahng the miiriTiu»s. Accordingly Don Dhgo Atevado wua 
nominated to theU qual iy ; but he dying on his voyage, the 
t'V government devoflt*Jj^^the Qmde deNueva \ and he agaiq 
was in a little tim? iucceeded hy Don Francifeo Toledo^ 
under whom the j^rfctutlcn of the royal blood of the inpas 
was revived. It was now difeovered that Sayri TapachzA Perficu^ 
-van elder brother, the grandfon of Man?o Capac^ whi) alfo tion of tbt 
^ept his court in th-i mountains, in order to aVoid the flavifh incau 
bondaooiinif^ofcd the reft of the Indians. The title to 
appeaii^ was difputed by the friends of 
nd each of them maintained a little 
ed to remind them of their birth-right. 

^apac was dead ; and indeed removed, 
as fomg in?agii>e, by poifon, to eafe ihC government 

i)f tile load of his maintenance; {o Tapac vimaru hzd. ^ 
am imdifputeJ claim to tiie throne of his anceftors. The 
vicei'oy was defirous of drawing this prince from his i\tirc- 
mer^ either upon the fame principle wift his predeceffonthc 
marcpiiis to prevent the dWturbanccs which might 

poflihl^rite^fioA* his protcnfions. With this intention he 
* /o him^ and offered to fupport his royal dig- 
revenue fettled upon his brother^ if htf 
^ would 


fovereignty, it W(^ 
the young princts 
court, which jull fe 
this time Sayri 


mefler 

nity vvith 
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Would confent like him to live among the Spaniards^ and ac^ 
knowledge the fovereignty of the catholic king. The pto- 
pofal met with many difficulties, cither upon. account of thf 
iufpicions entertained of thf viceroy’s real intention, or the* 
reports propa^ted of the violent death of the prince’s broj 
thA. His friaids ftrongly admonifhed him to continue rjf 
ther in his preflEnt retirement, where he enjoyed freedoja^tod 
independency /till a«proper opportunity offered of affeonig his 
right, than to. trull his life^and liberty in the haiids of fuch 
perfidious allies, whofe generofity was o»ly a marqueijQi«5,heir 
ambition and avarice. This advice the pi ineff followed, and 
returned a fuitable anfwer to the viceroy’s cnelTage ; upon^ 
which a council was held at Lima^ to deliberate upon the^ 
means o*f reducing th^inca to the terms required. The re- 
fult vwas, that as the pj^e refund to accept the equitable 
conditions offered him,' he fliould be regarded as an enemy, 
and compelled into fuch meafu^'es as were neceffary for the 
fecurity of the Spaniafds, It was added, as an additional 
rcafon for taking up arms, that he had polled himfelf in 
fuch a manner, as to obftrud all intercourfe between Cuzco ^ 
Humanco^ 2 iY\A Riwai\on the roads to which his Indian fub- 
jeds pillaged and robbe^ all the »!?/)^w;y/j^fravellers. What 
truth there might be in this allegarffin, wc cannot pofitively 
determine; qeifain wc arc, that the grievance was never 
mentioned before the Spaniajds found it their intercfl to ‘juar- 
rel with the inca ; and the troth is rendered very fufpicious 
by the following argument, Which in council for 

doming to hoftilities ; namely, th^rWir reft ions might be 
railed in the empire by this claimant U the imperial dignity, 
countenanced and fupported both by Indian^ and Spaniards 
defceiiCded from fi^dian mothers, unlefs timely precautions 
were ufed. Garcilajfo, indeed, pofiiivel;^ denies the fafl of? 
the robberies, affirming that the inca’s fi fends Supplied ilim' ^ 
with provifion brought from tbe flat fj^fmtry; out never 
once ufed violence to a Spaniard or even Jo an Indian,, ur- 
lefs carrying off fome cattle to anfwer me neceffities of na- 
ture, to which, however, the inca had y juft title, could 
conftrued into rapine and plunder. ^ ^ 

T HE vfc/Jroy, fwayed by the opinion of his council, *aiTd in^ 
grefit expefSation ot recovering the hidden treafurcs of- tJ^^e 
late in^e^s, ordered a body of troops to be raifed under pre- 
ten^of compleatin^ the conquefl of Chili. Garcia Ljbola 
hacr the command of this corps, whioh \Pas no fooncr fc^ned 
than he began his march to the mpuntairvifof Vdea^i^ompa, 
Upon the news of his approach, the prince, With/his court, < 
fl^d twenty leagues farther into this defart co'} tjjj and was 


y 
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clofcly purffled by the Spaniards, Upon thia he began to 
reflect, that being' neither able to refift their power by open 
force of arms, nor to elude their fearch for any confiderable 
tigic, his beft method would be oto furrender himfclf before 
yuki^y were too, much irritated, as he was confcious to him- 
Wf of no crime which fliould make him dr|iid their vea- 
gCTmce. Accordingly he put himfelf into thekands of 

confidence that the woild take pity 

on a prince whom they found naked and half farnilhed: 
little did heTrhagine the cruel perfecution that was intended. 
The<^4ftorney-general' was immediately dire(?tcd to make 
out an impeachment, in which was fet forth a number of 
tte moft notorioift falfities. He was accufed of having or- 
dered his fervants to plunder the Spanify merchants and tra- 
i^ellers j of entering into a confederacy with the caziq^cs, 
who lived under the proteaion of tih Spamards^ and had 
lands and lordfhlps afligned them ; and of forming a con- 
fpiracy to overthrow the prefent government, and expel the 
conquerors of Peru. Similar procelles were formed againft 
divers caziques, and Spaniards born of Indian mothers, as if 
they were concerned in the inca’s defigns recovering the 
imperial dignity. In^^confequencp they Were all clofely im- 
prifoned, maqy were put the tortUife to confe/s crimes of 
which they had never been guiity, and give f^fe evidence 
againft their friends and relations, and the moft'fhocking 
fpeitacles of tyranny and barbarity w^ere daily exhibited. All 
the kindred of the iQca were banifhed to Lima^ where, in 
the fpace of two ycar^l/^'e^^ ull periflied with famine, hard ^ 
labour, or difeufos inc[d?nt to the moifture of that climate j 
j^^hile the unhappy pri^ice'^himfelf was condemned to fuftey^;/^ con- 
an ignominons death, merely to remove the fi^rs, quiet iht danned'^^ 
fu^icions, and gratify the avarice or ambition of tlje opprel- death. 
livIS^nq^rors. When fcntence was pafi'eJ, his fuppofed 
criitplfC^rc'^jSfi^aime^by the common cryer, to give tlie 
eJour of juftice to th^rwif iniquitous proceedings. When 
his iate was fignified tolthe iqjra, his reply was, that he 
knew o^ no crime he hJd committed. If the viceroy cn- 
any jealoufy of Tltfti or his people, he might eafily 
quiet tbofe ;^prfcheprions by fending him to Spairiy wher^ he 
fhould rejoice to kifs the hands#of the king» i^it it was im- 
Doffibley he faid, that the viceroy# could harbour any jea-;\ 
for if his anceftors, with an army two hundred > 
f^oufaud faen, could not refift two hundred Spaniards^ entire 
’llrangers intthe (fcunt», ho\^ could it be* conceived that he 
would attempt ipeovAfbg his *domijfions with a handful of 
Againft ihettnjperors, now fo greatly multiplied and 
‘ . difpeifed 
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tbt tnci difperreci in all'the provinces ? He urgsd lihe i|topr(^bili^ 
fut to of his furrenderin^ himfeif, had he been conlUous of a|iy 

€le»tb. guilt : he was feniible of his innocence \ and he, therefore, i 
gave himfdf up to the Spaniards^ in hopes (hey would fettle 
upon him the fame revenue affigned to his brother* 
appealed to ^e king, and the great P^achacanm^ from the 
fentence paff« by the viceroy, wh^o, not content with eni^-- 
ing his empi^, muft likewife deprive him of his li/Cj W ^ij f yut 
the leaft colour df offence. This, faid he, imHepTice 
which the peifidious Spaniard pays for my empire; this 
is the return for my confidence. 1 am it^ured, J am 
therefore to fuffer an ignominous dearti ; but the gods 
cannot behold fuch injuftice with impunity; remorfe at 
will torture the breaft of the tyrant ! ” A prcdi£Hon whiqh 
was verified foon after. In fuch pathetic terms did this uri\ 
fortunate prince bewjif his Atu^ion, and exclaim againft the 
cruelty of the viceroy, that all who heard him were deeply 
afFefled, The Spaniards th^feives prefented a petition to 
the viceroy in his behalf, exhorting him not to fully his ad- 
miniAration with fo inhuman an adion, as the murder of a 
prince deprived of his inheritance, and thrown upon his 
companion ; Franeijeo de Toledo was inflexible. He 

either believed that the inca^s death wg? elTential to the fecu- 
rity of the ^empire, or he tad proceeded to Tuch a length 
that he was^afhamed to retrad. A fcaffold was therefore 
eroded in the moft public part of the city, the prince was 
brought forth from his dungeon, mounted upon a mule, a 
halter round his neck, with a him, proclaim-^ 

ing that he was a traitor and reotl to the catholic king. 
\^^hen he afeended the fcaffold,* he. defired to know what 
f'le cryer faid ; and being informed, ne exclaimed in a kinS"^ 
of phrenfy, ‘^et it be publifhed to all the world, that I am 
falfly accufed, and that 1 how di^, only becaufe it iSTuie 
“ pleafure of the tyrant."' With ihefe v or^oe n'l 
forth his neck to the execiuioner, ji^flhead was feveied wirh 
one firoke from his body, and theftir^vas immediately hllcd 
with the lamentable ciies if the Adlans^ and the ^^foans of 
Spaniards themfelves,.who couidvd&t behold this adt ^ b^tr 
bari^ unmoved. Thus ended the male race of thdroyS^ 
blood'i and tl^* tw)ubles of Peru. Toledo was recalled foon 
^ ^ter, feverely reprimanded by the king for his cruelty, his 
^ftate fequefter^d to the crown, and himfelf confined to his 
^iioufe, where be died of grief, remoxfe, and chaajrin. y 
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SECT. XE 

which this Reader will meet with an Account of the 
KingSy Religion^ Learnwg^ &c. of 

ancient Mexicans. . \ 

j ‘ 'C ^ • 

^ E proceed now to give a coilcife view^ of the ancient 
hiftory of Mexico^ which, according to the order ob- 
fervecWTi the prete^ding^ volumes of our labours, ftould have 
gone before the conquefl ; but we prefumed to make this 
altfration in the difpofition of the work, for reafons cxtremc- 
obvious* America was difeovered gradually, in ednfe- 
"quence of a feriesof expeditions made by the ^aniards, ®It 
would have been improper to enter' uporp the hittory and de- 
feription of the country, before- we recited thofe expeditions^ 
the natural order being to give nrft an account of the means 
by which the Europeans acquired their knowledge of the In^ 
diansy and then relate the efFefls. Had we prefented thefe 
particulars to our readers, after the man^r of the Spanijh 
writers, in the order ini which they became known to the 
Spaniards^ the. ancieni? hiftory muft i!ot only l#ave inter- 
rupted our narrative of the conqeeft, but the defcrjption of 
the cuftoms, manners, and provinces* of the feveral king- 
doms, would have been difperfed in broken unconnedied 
feraps, which for wa^jt ofi/method would afford neither plea- 
jure nor inftrudlion. /ecAl^wis tte difpofition of Herrera j 
and the h^^Spa^lJh aftffors; the bad effedls of which we 
,, experienced inJEburfe the numhcrlefs occafions we had to/ 

confult thefe writers. Agreeable to this plan^it is propea 
fliould enquire into the ancient hifiory and manners of 
the\V(?x/c'^!l|j, before we^eferibe the modern government of 
tlftHlApie^ V^er the defeription of the country. 

dit to the tradition, that 0/ 

ly a fa^ge and barbarous people, the Mexi- 
and the game they took cans. 

Te very dexterous. They had 
no idea of sifliftihgjjature, or cultivating the earth jeavcj,* or 
hollow trees, were their dwelliegs and houftsjlaws, arm all 
J:hc acls'of civil fociety,werc utterly unkown to them; whence^ 
(z^HerrerOy they were called Ch'ichimccasy o/OtonnieSy fig- j ^ 
iWying iiu the language qjf the country, barbarians. Some \ 
or thefe ndpf^pns l^a|ncd urtconquettiif and uncivilized in r 
the mountairt^^jfjthetfeys of Gortejag and we find that ge- f 
nex^ forming allfnc|C with them^irn'iknraking them fubfer- 
-•MoP* Hist. J V^^'XXVIllT^ Gg vieiVt 


may give an)^ 
empM^as firll inhabited] 
wboUlK^^naked upon fru 
ih hurting, at which they 
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vient to his purpofc, in confequcTJCc of the in/ormation^he 
had of their love of liberty, and deteftation c^the Mexican 
governnient. Like the Tartars of the norihern parts 
Jficiy they migrated from^ne province ^notJier, joft aait 
anfwered tl^ir convenience ; and whep went upon thfll 
Bunting exOTditions, they were attended by their womAs^ 
the childrenfbeing left fufpended upon the, boughs of trees 
until their itturiu I 

The Cbkhimecas cither removed voluntajjl/^ from the 
plains of Mexico^ or wefe driven from thence by another 
people, equally favage, whom the Spcmfjh writers Na^ 
ViifLcas, without giving any other account of their origin, 
than thelr-emcrging into light from tiic fe*ven caves, acceW- 
Ing lo their own tradition, and as the name imports ; bek 
vAere thefe/'aves were fituatec^ or what was directly meant^ 
by the word, we hijle no information. Acojla indeed relates 
in general terms, that the ^avatlacas were compolcd of fe- 
veil tribes, who anciently dwelt in thofe countries, lying be- 
tween the thirtieth and fortieth degrees of noithern latitude ; 
and about tiie year 820 began to remove to the county de- 
no» 7 iinated fpending eighty years in their progrefe. 

Ti»is migtation wasefFeded by finglq, bribes, who fet out on 
their journey in feai^:h of new^habhations, ^nd nfbved on 
gradually without reg. rd to the reft of the nation, if a peo- 
ple unconnc£led by hws, or any kind of civil policy, can 
with propiiety be called a nation. Colonies were planted 
by the way fo leifurely, that, a^coi^ing to the chriftian 
computation, it was notti-efe: JN:l{e M^ginning of the tentfi 
century the firft tribe called Eucfftn^Ucanly or gardeners of 
\flowcrs, eftabliflied themfclves cif th* fouth of the great 
' fake of Mexmo^ where they built a city, after the name of its 

lounders* j 

The next tribe that removed fcom the nor^^Tn witi- 
nenc, in queft of more comfortaWi l?ab' 
people called Chelci^ or,tl1^ race yi\uhaka^, Thei 


-mi': 


i./ 
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that of the Such^*i^^:ans, 
of the l^kc. 


tion was fevera! years fuUfequcht 
They likewise arrived ohSItf:? ba 

were pleafed with the fituatiorif ^krfd relblving to C^riie them 
feives, bid the foundation of the city, :gill€d hf their name 
Chalcas^ figni^ing, according,to the interpretation of Herrera^ 
the people of the mouths. 

The peop^ caJled were the third tribe^if re- 

moved from their own countiy, jnd fixed themfebes on tj’e 
fcrtHe banks of beauiifiB piece|jof f'ater^The city 
1 which they founded viijs caHed Aza'p^alckk ant^s neft, ^ 
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term given esf^rei^ the extraordinary increafe and induflry 
^ the firlf us^abiiants. 

, 1 pcopt of the adjoining mountainSj termed Calhua^ 
Oompafcd tribe, colcJtiized the eaftern banks of 

mhe Jake, biriltVne city Tezeuco^ and WjBre muq}) admired for 
p jlitcncis ot their m inners, and the fwc^nefs of thtir 
languat’^e, whiqh, accord ingi^ the writers, greatly 

^^jjcel*'?^d all !he (Hjier diaj^-£ls of the Mtxiccm tofll^ue ; whence 
It app'-ars all thofe tribes had one original fundamental 
languK^' , from which arofe the dTfterent dialeds. 

IWroRF. the arr^ll of the tribe called TlatUutfim^ Tr '^h, 

four liJrs of tilt’ uk?:’ were occupied, which obliged the peo- 
to conrinuf iReir'^urncy arrofs the mountains/ and pof- 
thcmielves of the fr»0T called Eagl/f Valley^ or ^mbuna^ 
hu,iuL^ now kno;\n bv tibcatiame of ihi^ Moj^'ifate^ Here 
hutit the city ^mhuahunac^ whi%h feme writers call 
u vucc!^ in a fruitful, flat, ^nd pleafant valley. 

^ I'hE iifb. (leaominaied •advanced ftill far- 6^/^ TV///# 

thff. a'*d fe zed upon the country called Tlafcala^ or the Land 
troi.i i > exceeding fertility in grain. They com- 
bated the: un:; :! difficulties, not only fr^ the roughnefs of 
the co\i:^uit i over w^lch they palled, ci^cialJy the unhof- 
pitablc*'n >vvy.n ouiitatn, Wit the na^es, who are reported 
to be of f iq:'uti.' Ibune, and to hwe obilina#e)y defeated 
the preteIJ^it#:i^ of the ftiangers.* At |aft» after many bloody 
battles, thrv were forced yto yield to fupenor numbers, and 
retreat, like the reH of/fhe CLchimecas and Otonnies^ to in- 
acceflibje aiount4iiB,yw?»c.v^rth^y preferved their liberties 4 
againft all the p^wer ;frthc Mexican empire, until the iiwa- 
fioO^Whe Sj^umurds.^ • / 

Ax laftai rived the Tc*venth tribe, about three centuria 7/^ 
afrei^he migration of the Sucinmilcans, Some all^^ged thty or the ori^ 
Ji Mexicans^ from their leader Mexi. They ad- . 

i k our new habitations, being told Mexicans, 
at they^fl^uld oWain the dominion 
ceded ipm, anc^cpiTefs a country 
mantiy, gold, filver, 
licitly on the 


i 


inpTu loufm to* 
byHjjAgod ViizliputJI'^ 


>n fine fcaili 

/ind the" ^oft valuable Relying in^ 

^completion of iTi!%prophecy, they began the 
ncy, carrying the image, of tWdr god inciofl 


tedious^jour- 
in a cbeft. 


f|jppor^ed by the Ihnflfdcrs of foi#r priefl?, to whom the 
^T^ccording to their traditi'^n, lift courfe they 

ftjiould take, and the accid^irs that would occur in the journey. 

w|o found meansA’?perfuade this fimple 
people that ffjf^jwerclmrpked? received lawfij 

rqligious rites, Thrt 
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tiever pitched or removed their camp Iwt by to advice cF 
thefe facred impoftors ; the priefts direfted whm they (houIJ i 
decamp, and when fettle, probably as jt^fi^red their own ' 
conveniency, and contributed to fuppol^thett influenc%«*^| 
Whenever they halted, an altar was ereoeg in* the midft mJ: 
tlJe camp, under the aufpices of the priefts , upon which iKc 
idol refted, who was fappofcAio iffue dire^ Jons with jefpeft • 
to fowing, re^ping^ and building. Many y^s wcr^comum^d .. 
in this migration, before jhe Mexicans r-^cheA^ii'e promifed 
land. Cblonies were left behind, and.Jhe courfe of their 
journey i was marked with inftances or their ignorance, fu* 
perftition, and induftry. At length they arrived at Meehan- 
can^ where they propofed terminating^their labours : but th ' 
god was difpleafed with their defigp ; he thundered down his ^ 
verigeance, as'^l in onj night a ift’fltitude of the Mexicans pe- 
riflied. Probably dfiputes arofe about the place they (hould 
chufe for their abode, and th^ bloodlhed which followed was . 
aferibed to the anger of the divinity. For this rcafo.:..ihe 
Mexicans again began their peregrinations, but with fuch re- 
luctance, that they poured out their complaints in the bofbm 
of a forccrefs amoi^g them ; which coming to the ears of the 
priefts, they declar&l it was the wilbof the deity, fhe and 
and her family fliould’^eleft behi^id. The foicercfs finding 
herfelf abandoned, foiJnded a town called Malinalco, ever 
fincc reputed famous fd witchcraft, affigned for I'lelidence 
of the magicians employed in th^crvice of the emperors, 
as appears by what we havcjeportepof Motezunia'% ordering . 
V. the necromancers to flop fhtrp^8gfcf»)TX>f Cortez.'* Acpjla re- 
^ lates a number of fabulous particulars irom V'e Mexuan tra- 
dition, which we will not flop to trarfferibe ; lufficieht ft ii 
t\^t all the lar ds round the lake beihg already occupied/ thia 
tribe wasvforccd to have rccourfe to arms and intrigucy *0 
procure a fettlement in the fpot fixfed upep by 
At laft they obtained a little eftablifliiii/^i 3n\7VAain .n 
the lake, gn condiffon of p^iying a tri^S^ to their couniicymcn, 
who founded ap exclufivc^-^ight in^ conqueft and pp^kopn 
This proving 1 ^ kfome to tll^i«sfeee}pirit of the pejAey'tiic 
priefts gavcloutlT that VitzUputJli appeared to tljem iUa dream, 
and command&|i the Mexicans to fix theiEMxhode In that part 
^ of the lake wnerc^ they ihould find :^n eagle perching on a 
* fig-tree, rifing out of a rock. Immediately they fet ou^*r 
fearch of this hibitaeiijpi and found a moll beautiful eagle 
i fitting, as had been deferibed j ^onc the fig-tree, tfip wings^ 

' expanded, the eyes upon the a^littlS bird 

r firnggling to get oat or Vr taior;. Ad fc’l own and wor- 
fla pped the tlk t ^ ley offered ha- ^ 
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man facniiKS,^ and fprinkled the tree with the blood of one 
|j6f,the chHoren of the forcerefs, left behind at Malinalco, 
yt^was on tSs yer^fpot the Mexicans hnilt the city of Tec^ 

^htiil-an^ tree on a rock. Hence were taken the 

W^exica?i ariii«,\olft an eagle with her wings difpfayed, gazing 
K^nc^fely upon Ae fun, a fnakc in her talons, and one fdbt 
refting on.thc^anch of a tree ^ tP ^whieh the emperor 
Charts V . ma additions 3ftcr the qpn^t^ of the em- 

Tfire by the^W^xAv}^ Gratitude to the god was the firft care Mexico 
of the Mexicans, (^cordingly th^^redted an ^ar in the built, 
miAK of tfje iflanltjJn which they repofed the idoftof their 
god, and then feWto work irr building a city, wmch they 
^vided into foui^quWers, now called the wards oySt. 

'St. Mary Rotunda,^ St; 


'zauU 


and St. ^ebajiian, ^h^y ex- 
changed hfli, hogs, anXyild Tbwl, caughtyib the lake, 
with their neighbours for tmber, flon^ and^ther materials 
for building; they joined feveral iflands by bridges, filled up 
gr 5 $?\»art of the lake with tii^bcr and flpne-work, and thus 
tlht foundation of the. famous city of Mexico^ by very 
<tly proofs of their genius, invention, and induftry. The 
inhabitants being diftributed into the fevc^l wards, the great 
god VitzUputJliy or rather his 'priefts^Wire£led that each 
(hould have jts tutelary (j|‘ity to pr^de over the ward in a 
fubordinate capacity to the fupremcjpivinity. o thefe the 
prreH^g^i^ names, and affigrted p!»es of worflifp ; which 
was no impo^htic metho^of encrealing the number of the 
faccrdotal tribe,’ a;jd ej^^iding their influence. 

HR RRJE RA ip?n<^j/ns 'IjL.^hth tiibe 

nm rmf* 


ence. I 

e, which migrated w Tribe, 
xico-y and notwith- \ 
other hiftorians, yf 




from r«e north.. ‘aftc/Ae building of Mexico \ 

thi‘ drcumjtante is omitted by other hiftorians, v* 
leeins to be as well foo»^ded as the reft, everj^ one' of whijh 
4s ^plete with fable and abfurdity. This tribe j^as diftm- 
fiu^cd Kv long hoodi, which were afterwards adopted ^by 
hetfi^snees. •'They firft fettled 2 XTulo^ and 
•^^.erei'ver afteti^aros JFifcinguiftiedyby tihkappellation of jTw- 


although thi 
q’^itable, devou 
inent''‘'^^hey contributS 


iguifticdAy ' 
llaft aboire was 


me 


ex' 


and 
> civilizj 


^ppellatii 
^uaxaca,. They 
llent hulband- 


inhabitan^ of»tbe lake, and were held in 
that when any manVa 


the barbarous 
h high efteem, 

any maiTWas complimented on bis|€nius, t^ifdom, 
andjuftice, it was yi^to fay he. was zTulotican, 

^Xaib"*’ aboYe partitipn of thw^cuy o^f Mexico could 
not prevent the inhabitants from rSmng into parties and 
fefliopi^tliat tlj^^teied *thff dcftru£tip;a*of the infant ftate. 

ire abr^^ad in fearch of 


Colonies *,?= 
habitations, 


made 
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ThtUtxi 
cans ele/^ 
m king. 


iJtKing, 


S!he N^ory ef America. 

who remained. Moft of thefwarms fentoffinpi* mann« 
united) and fettling theaifclvcs at foooWrgot all rek 

fpefi for the mother-country, grew tutbulcnt, ^d waged 
petua! cruel wars with the Mexicans JTh attacks, 
gcther with tiy civil commotions which ftillTOnSwmed.brougl^ 
tHc Mexicans to the brink of defpair, and obliged them to^delL«^ 
berate upan fome mtih/jd.ofcftay ifliing the ijp rmony and^tran- 
quillity of SeveVal propofals were ij/ide; but all were 

attended w^h fome inconvenience^ beingj^culat^jjlto^elevattf^ 
one fafti^ upon the rulnS of anothcr^lrhe'^r^rojedl moft 
univerfa^y received was,\that a king be eieiled^^ith 

full powVr to execute wbaLer-i he thou^'^"*conducive to the 
fafety aniC intereft of his pople; bu^/lS rfany of the chi^^ 
put in thoir claim for thi.) diftingunfhing proof of fuperioi\ 
meiit, that'i^ithc end it wais refcj^y^cl to chiife a favage out of 
fome of the (tfirourv^ng nationj(i. The Mexicam had been 
long at variance with the monarch of Culuacan^ and it was 
hoped that, by chufuig his grandfon, the two cities nf^bc , 
united in one common intereft, and connected by^'a 
■tual alliance. The overture w^as made to the fovereign/of 
Culuacatiy and accepted. His grandfather married the pritice 
to a yoang lady o'^the firll quality m his dominions, and 
then fent this youthrulf monarch j^ith ^is contort to govern 
the Mexicans^, by whonlhe was received as a guardian angel. 
On his arrival he was jfddreftld by a long inftru^/;5:.CpwcCt), 
made by one of the oideft men 'in the cityjj ^Ivihi, him to 
underftand that he v/as railed to tnSf ex^tcU dignity, not to 
gratify his appetites, and t)4»»jjj4ze cN^r-his fubt$;c^-s> but to 
watch over-^ihcir welfare, labdur to ^rumoVe their happinefs, 

' undergo uiuch fatigue, and take ujpon ^im the\»d2ole‘hj^dej;^ 
^ public affairs. Jcamapixjili prqmifcd all that was cn- 
jobied, ai\d confirmed it with a.‘ oath ; after which a ci\w,^ 
wis placed on his head, and his hartd filled* with 
exprefs that he was the defci/Jer of fe- 7i ^ t 
For a feries of|»cars ti^ -Mexicails^eTG toin in pirj!?s fy 
civil brpils and fofieign wars^pow tbel became a modcrar.^’^'^o- „ 
pic, obedient their foverU^^ ank fenfible of thy^ 
they deduced frpm this change in Viufr political fyfte':.,"‘'^rhey 
not ctnly cnjoyyd felicity at home, but rdk^daily/in reputa- 
tion abroad, hit^h excited tl|e jealoufy'^ the neighbouring 
princes and ftates ; whenqp foilowcdV-vs and tumults,’ that 
for a time dift^b^d |hcij: peaceful yanqiiillity. Artirt^ d- 
kher princes with whom they were at variance, w^s the king 
of Azaafuzako^ to^^wiwm they were to 

•a^iiffion, and pay f yea^y tribute; w^ch of their in- 
•f^florityfo cl^Jcd l^^amc capricious 



Utfiiry \f Arilj^icl. 

:al in his demands, infifting that the Mexicans 
‘ f fupply him with timber, but fow corn in 
pay him the annual produce. The Me.\kam 
iirmurcd at\he uiftafonablenefs of the impofition 5 but ’ 
• comforted them with aflurances, that 
infolencTof tTie Tepeaciuns would be recojkd upon their 
owlkbeadsy with di/edions how to cotimly with the abfurd 
demand, and vi^i b piomifes^of futusft.>44ii^r di ^ ihould they 

'*e brought 
filled with 


vw P 

perfevare ^in tnb.Valk without murmuring, 
theip to flo^\ng bafkets ofree^ which th 3 
earth, and :*;hcrc ^Sfowed corn,|<ie produce^of fl^ich they 
paiT by way cl to thc^ouy tyrant, jizapt^alco was 

syftoniflied at th^i?\igenuiry ; i^ft^fiftead of rela>|ng in his 
demands, he infifteu^pon thiAs w'hich he believed were 
ftill more impofii: Ic, t^i^y th0 Mexicanwwtxt really 

magicians as lie rufpcdl^# The next tri^i* 4 € he impoleJ 


was veiy extraoruiiury. 11 


[ demand edj^for tne ackn: wlcdge- 
me,^j^orths enfuing tWj^cfrtain birds fliould be brought 
to .Ynh\witli their eg s To Jr cad y to hatch, that thfe young* 
VYiould break their fhells it his prefence ; with which ibe 
likew^ife enabled them tr^comply, yJi.amapixili in v:iia 
endeavoured to break the galjing yok^ tfie god, fay the 
Mexi^anSy referved itis blelling for a o^per leafon, and this 
excellent pimee yielReJ llis laft breat^ after a feign of more 


4,han forty years fpent in ^auii 
brid^t'ouV::gu!ating his ^m\iionsl 
duty qjt a great and p,<fod moifaicn. 


jing the building 

and performing every 
Many of the canals^ 



HE w 

infiance of h 


' decease 


arch reaped the fruits 
Wii]?\Dnt^oice the Mcx'i- 
a/, nroclainied Vitzilhutly th^uccellbr\o^ his fa» 4 ier’s dig- 
fooa as the filler ^•’^St^quics of tl* late prince were 
perVorrr^d. ^He was crovtmed and anoints witjl the utmoll: 
t^eremony, an#^lpred in a mannerSittleiifeiiorU) jthc god?. 
!^^as the cufiom of^.c Akxlcans to onl tlic el- 

to'liifiif 


der^j^^Jie city tcrinfufe falut^w maxims m tlic braifl of t tie 


new monyf?|^ by 
affemy^U peqp' 


f<»rmal harai^i^ pronounced ncf.'.rc^th 
.Tlke'^age choien for this purpide recor- 


mended it tc^I^Jli/ecvt/vy as the duty of a prince, zd be ti 
guardian oi ^e asj^d, the widow, and 


I 
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ppiAefa ^ 

ance. 

Tch, by th^ 
apualcot tK^ 


\d kiJig 

P 


Tbemijfiry oflAtiitticz. 

to be the father of the publick, and to ftudy Ihe 
the people, whom he called the feathers ;^ hi 
balls of his eyes, and the ornament of bia ^ountj 
mediately alter his coronation, the ydl|n^m 
advice of his council, marrfed the 
inveterate entfmy of his country, in hoj^es. of reconciling 
tvfo nations ; andr-^e |)roje<Sf fucceeded ^ far, thaf^the 
whole tributewa^‘mjr.^ed,^cicept two* and fome fifli, 
which was fent as a teftimony of uSe vaffdI^gc*of ths- 
Mexicam, f A 1 

Not bmg^iftcr, thisprmce died, ary^^ people elefl:^ in ir 
his roouf his fon Chiluapa^a^oox. of to his grand- 

father, attho’ he was the/, uc ten ycar^’ e ; but Azeapu^ 
tf/r5dyin^thc treacherous Tepeacanj/fmuxA^x^A the minor 
and ^iherell^ revive#*? the ancient animofiiies 


king o*f A 






‘6‘ 


( 


of tke two iK^w^ns. To condt^’^Vhe war that enfued, the 
AIi\\\‘ca//s thofe tzcoat for their, f/urth king. 

IZCOALT was a prince valour and prudenown- 

heiiting all the virtiT^s of hisifluftrious father, the r(jj 
inaplxtlu He declared war aganft the Tepeacans^ and puy*” ^ 
filed it with fo much fuccefs, that the enemy were entirpy 
fubdued, and their^ominions reduced to a province of the 
empire. His neph^'-' the g^lateft warrior (}f his 
tinjc, was at the heatraf the Mexican troops \ 'and this ge- 
neral no ioontr finifhecjjhc Tlj^eacanvtzt^ than he turned 
arms againll the cities %uubc'i Ci^>^aycan^ all 

the tribes furrounding the lake of m^xico^ he defeated 

and compelled to acKnowle|ge the\pverjgnty of hL mo- 
narch. Everything fucceeoei^'^'with^hc "Iccoalty 

^who may prjperly be deemed the ^unJl'»' of the Mex^n 
e^apirej bfcaufe in his reign the city fSft oxtenilcu hef 
thfcity ov(l: thi? warlike nation^ of the lakf*, acquired theV'<^“ 
pu^tion oJ fuperior power and v. lour, and ^^Itablifhcd tVat*^ 
iyllfm of legi'lation, which was fc m fdoptecTbp 


baiia»>s inhabiting thi^, 
fome v^ry conVIder/jlc alt3 
tion of ihe Me:q^ns^ by 
nience relnhing (;om popul; 
to transfer'jheir 


tie political cotiTy:^^ 
Ithem of the incril^e-^ 
and perfuadirfg>^m 


jght of 9liuiing tfieir fovereign** tq/nx elec- 
tors, whoT.i he /bmina.W, namely, the k: of H'zeuco arid 

Teaday utd four p'imces of the bkiod royal. The per/le 
conl'entfld to this infraction tu* their liberlivS., and w^E£..nevcj; 
afterwai' s permuicd fet'^J^^.ermeddle vn Senfeof 

I the great caufeways jvere alfo bun*' 'by palfripularly 

[that of i'uchimilcOy this beint» the n’lnifhCK iM nflitited iinon 
.|r^i^j)4ucrcd city, which 




ere alfo bun" 'by palfrip 
being the p;inifMUif^Vnflid{ed 
lich 

I 


upon 
.thought the 

moft 

■ 
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probablV meims of preventing her revolt# in immediate • 
unicati^ opened with the capiul. 

['ER a ^olperpiM reign of twelve years Izceal t ^icd^ ^th king^ 
the ciders fomhe clei9ion of a fucceffor. The gc- 
fal TlacuelleJ^mfll^ ffierr eref cMsTlacaelUcy was one of the 
andlTTd ^uMHI^tues acquired Aich infiucncc, tha^ 


his n^hcw MotezumS^ the firft of that n|flhe# was railed u< 
Tftanimoufly to. th^throne of Mexi^o^^T, ^iJjj^rincc is at 

TacnScina all priiSliers taken 
^tion ; a 
pie, in 


cribed the l\^rbar^ 
from to 

founded on 
timating, that wari 
in monarch. Tp 
for his country, MoU^. 
facred fire in the temple 


cuttom of faenheing all pnl 

f bis^rok 
his warlike pd 
emoftelTential 
ids to lay dow 
fooncr placed h 
he oath was ai 


alities 
his life 
^fore the 
iniftered 


to him, than he drew 
and legs, with the fharp 
-the 9 }^. Immediately alte 
war in pcr:on, 
fa\^ea triumphant with a m 
cipa'^ of whom he facrificed 
tion. The Chalet y however, 
feated, Jbut not conqi^rcd. 
vigour, ^ 


rom the vein^ jf his arilis 
of a ti|[er, and fprinkled 
invaded the Chalciy con-* 
proved victorious, and re-* 
de of captives, the prin- 
the day of his inaugura-^ 
were dbftin^ j they were de- 
The war iimt on with great 
and CKtft MoUzmne^he life of JT brother ;rwhu, be- 


^rifoner by the enem)^ had fn offer of bcijig railed 
‘ ” nity. This ^trT:'^^dir%ry propofal he rejeft- 

Jj^eak his countrj^en ; and to gratify 
ed^jn the a%£tions of the Chalci^ they^ 
“ ^cdiec^Trom which he ^as allowed 
nranj^, The gods forbidV faid he, 
^zled by the fplendor of a cAwn into 
yc.Mexkans^ the duty wjiich yo^ 


.me. 


_ to your lyig and yoCi country j’* with whi 
Ae fcaffold, and j 

.*v, ^fd thevirtyr- "4Si?^oungpnrk^V-^f 
and Motezuma^ 


Dungprinc 
Is animat d to 
foug*^*^ 
eVufi 


Seveia! bloody battles 

fdbdued, Rafter an obfiiiwte CVu^Je. The 
ftream i ng blood m^jprife 
to^e manc% of^u- ^prince ; and hcncvlQyj*® 
be Agibliflied, it beine ^''fterwlrds ufual in*al 
cffer^u [> blood of \neir unfoflQmte captives 

good condciS 
and of all the n^^^nsl 
but he was leu Jucc 


h worq 
i(hed. 
creinc 
his dlEath. 



thfe I 


the hc*?HaIrfthc forces. \^o his^ 
~ the redu^jon of the I Mala ^ 
on the north and fouth jjeas } 
c war* againft the Tlafc, 
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This brSve people had formed themfelves into a itpublici ibd 
defended their liberties with unparalleM co^ge. 
foiled all the addrefs of the Mexican general, yd withg^iiitW 
iilferior forces with’ftaod the utmoft efem <^the nutherofs 
armies of the enemy. The from^ 

Aeofia^ alledgeSi that MoUzuma (wS^i&ifih^^aJcalans to 
tain their indepes^ncy, only that he might have an |/eniy 
to exercife thejl^/tf^y<^th in war, 'and^rnifh the^altarsT 
of the gocbj^^^nthcfacnfices ; notwithilandidg which boatl, it 


is certain#^ that »^:any^rious attempts 
a natioa^hae^as coimfccied as a gallj 
the MJkican emperors. VWiyti Mote 
fclf aglinft all forcig4«ir^. ‘ 
cecononv of his kingdom! 


(/i& isf}£> 


rg^duce 

ecHiim- 


re qwee" to 
[horn in the fn 
J^had fecure 

’ ...yciLS, he ivftlled to the civil 
if which, u^n account of his vaft 
conqaeftK require# extr4>“dinan^egulations and changes, 
Ha fettled me ^yal court witi .^eat ftate and magnificence ; 
he eftabliihed courrf of judic;;t/re in all the 
pointed cenfors to examine the manners of the 
6nd, laftlv, built thtt cclebrateJ temple to the god 


provinces ; ap- 
[>le ; 



fo much admired by the Spani^ As^ and lb minutely < 
by all the hiftorians of that nltion. 

After a rci^ of twenty-eight years, in which he’dif- 
played the virtues^ a good citizen,/fan experience^ gene- 
ral, and a wife moniSjeh, MoteztAaa dfed, leaving the crown 
to be difgoftd of at thl plcafore of the elc£lors. The j 
ral Tlacaellec had conCderaJ^y '^larged his inf 



the late rcign. His .yoribus vidfScies rcndc^e^mimy^xtreme- 
ly popular i the coilquefts |ic had m^de,>?3ded greati|' to the 


lations 
Ifa'^iners 




grandeur and power of the*®^pire 
which he'^projedled, contributed,^ to Nfoure the 
«f the people, it was no wonder theif, u the ^^.rjfv^%were 
^firoiisipf raifing to the Tup^'cme digriit; a perfon fat well 
Aalified^ govern. All the^'n edlors with one^Mcc 
tlvt he (hcvJd be rewardedjviiv 
th«.orudeno^ 
refift<^i all ^ ^ 

refufe^i to acc^Q(^^he crQw \for himfelf, while he recommend- 
ed Tezi^t^ th|eldeft fon cFflte late|nt>narch, to tVrCir favou -. 

I? itnagjf'-crwhu could induce to. 

jezazk^zs pufillanlmou^^.r^k,*and equally 
id ills dominions by ac^r, or to render hyt^cm- 
pire id tefltd^e in peace^attwever, a- Tlacaelie^^j^r^npok 
^to fup^ly the edacity,' wv^j^oung 

^was meQcd, anointed, aftd wifft thcSifual ccrc- 

monifs. I'he praaice of the lai\^ mot^rcli||ad eftabliflied it 
.y^^^xC^ftom, thar^cvcry.ncw loVcrei^r*fliould imme- 

diateljr 


It 


IS 


dil^cult] 


ihis'CjloiLy 
unfit j^rleic^ej 
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tfapely diftu&atfl| his merit) by the reduc^icmoffone neigh* 
i ^eKozic, much againft his inclination, was 

toconmly #hiw cuftom, now regarded as eilential 
conftitmjpg^ajyafi indifpenfablc condition of his elec« 
^Sn. He ttiem cS ^t ou t with an army to fubdue a pro*^ 
and behavWi^Jnj’ that he returned wiA great loij, 

- and ifappointed in |his purpcjfe* Hotter, he kept up 
^the appearance o^aconqueroi*, cn 4gg i^ourmgk^<tivert the at- 
tcntfcn ’of the Mexkam from his mifcond ws and 
feftivlls ; at one of.^which he was poijianed)>^ter si^ort in> 
reign of than four years. 

Although thKiJcommend^tioif of TlacuelUc prcved un- • 
fortunate in this kiltance, he'nev^ihdefs prcferved nis influ- 
ence, The choice of ^uccefToi^as referred to h/lm j and 
the general, out of grafinud^^the nfemory o^doUzuma^ 
nominated Axayaca^ the f^fd fon of th^monarch, Snd 
brother to the lately deccaf^*fovereigrf^ Old age difquali- 
*^fied Th^ellec from commandl.^thc army in perfon; his fon 
toerfcfore raifed the difnity of genera! in chief of the 
JvJ<:xican armies by the gratefi^ ; foon after which the 

venerable Tlacaellec and buried with all the honours 

due to his extraordinary merit, and att^ment to the royal 
family* ^ 

The firft 'expedition Inade by Aayaca wa? againft the 
picrince of Tccomtipique and Gfe/wArcl two hunthe'J miles to 
the foutl^,,v"i*'d of Mexico^ funlued, after defeating the 

enemy ^)i a pitci'.^d battle. He returnea*^^ triumph to the city, 
attcnd<kdjwith a cr^j'd //i captlvcii, whom he (acrificed in the 
temple*; atTirs an3*thcii fet out’-vjpon another 


d un- rth 
influ- 


brother to the lately deccaf^Tovereignr^ Old age difquali- 
*^fied Th^ellec from commandl.^thc army in perfon; his fon 
toerfcfore raifed the difnity of genera! in chief of the 


. exneuiL^bn aeainftya<3/^/wVi7, in which he was cqially fortu-- 
(i/;. 1 he lemainder of this prince s reign '*yas pacihe 

-^nd/iappy ; clevA years bei^Tpent, from the tijne of Ms 
^^ri^|^^,*t 1 lion, in ^bduinj; enemies, enlarging^is domi- 

^ «air^im*ng b'?w,r'j:^uta;&ipn, and promt^g the ftli- 


/^A) H^.rrera find Acojla have . Mexican ^Jth 

y^dopted a iaculous part of the gSfiflft lofs, anJ as a ^Kitithment 


iopied^a lieolous part of the .. g^t lofs, anl as a gjUiflimeBt 
ffjpJcan with refpeft obl%iY^to mfitare 

t>^is war, which iuey feem ^ the ann<?ols they 

o ^edit as a ccrtainty^s.'^i'hey *' had afiitmea. 


with refpeft 
tof^is war, which iuey feem 
to ^edit as a ccrtaint^s.'^i'hey 
feh(;^^4j5k^l4|je i^emy neta^ 

morphofed /’Vi«Icmfelves^ ip«D 
{wans, g^fe, andSn^; iicJrc 
fncounteredint^fliaj^ by^e 


naaaiwmea. ^^leL^iledgea, 
Mt to this dap^he i 
are ' with thilff ndiciv 

lous punyhment. Vi<f Jdac. u* 
libiX. cap.ii, * 
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Zth KiAg, When the throne became vacant by the jica* of Jxc^ 
the electors chofe Jutzsfly one of their ol^h n^ber» to 
fupreme dignity. This prince was i^ing inferior 
moft glorious of his prefieceflbra in^^Jkmr/--wifdom, afl 
bllity, and every virtue that grac,es ^?3r^jnguifhes 
iponarch. Being informed that the in^bct^ants of 
tatlan had comnMted fome violence fgainft the tribnaries 
of his crovgj^Jirfet opt with an army to punifli th^ in- 
folence, ajp foon reduced the city to fubmiffion.# . Ptoo 
ing in th^com^'of co|iqueft, he exten^d hw dominMns as 
far as annex'^g that provU^ and divers * 

to his Sown. But the fam^of his v1^j<es was ftill infe- 
rior to ttie reputation acfliifred by his flemency to the con- 
quered, ^is generofity toyis foldiy^, charily to the poor, 
and humaLi^y to all.*^ V oicinf.all oftentation, he ftudied only 
th^ good of^hi^ fubjeSs, and^'^udently checked that am- 
bition of conqueft,^ which fi^miently renders the fubjedls 
wretched, while it makes th*^/>veTcign great. fpent y 

his treafures in beautifying ana enlarging the city otMfxica^ 
in promoting induftry, and rydering their habitations con- 
venient to the inhabitants. ^'With this view he brought a 
river of frefli watqr into the city ; but was fo unfortunate 
as to drown feverai^boiifes by an ae^ident. However, he 
repaired this lofs by <}uc of indoltry and genius, and com- 
pleted hiji^deiign to th»grea^i:ftonidiment of all men,, who 
beheld with admirati^, §;)^alu.a body of diredled 

according to the ple/!iure of the king, l^^mes^making 
its way over, and fbmetimfcs under^moamtains. Tkis ac- 
. qucdudl has..»ilways been regarded moft in- 
genious pk^es of art in the great cety Mexico, HC feign- 
ed about weven years, honoured and admir\d j he dieil^Vqdy 
r^rettedl leaving the thron6«‘ijo be by a prince Vf 
dirprent cOaradier, equally fpl^rid in his virtues andwW'^ 
bui more ^fortunate thaj^n ^erjvii^ 

^•‘■^ 'sthe fe^nd oL^trrt-'n^c, who(e"'lTTiftrjt- we 
^ r ? ^lated/^hfl^incipal event of which was the invaf^n 

N . , 

J^ea^ning chefhiftory omhe ancient de-* 

andkalett’^ ^^V^ly Lom qra^l^^ditfon, and confo|uehtly’?8Llste-^ 
dor of the With nijgwpid moft glaring^i^bfufd of whfch 

Mcxican^f we dxpurl^^. though we will ^ot 

preiur^ ro v(^h for the (!Mitt^\of Iravc b»mdOigcd 

reta^^^ The^aVltcr ages oi^ thV^jnoft nations, 

is filled with 
fables ; what then 


, even 
i the r 


the Egyptittips^ Greeks j 
incredible fidlions andVibfus 


think of, the ancient iJiftory of a pc®le who were 

ignorai^ 



. 4^1 


jt'he Htpory\f America. 


Srantofjfce ^ of letters, and forced to convey their 
^^e^to poitcrity,' ei^r by impreffipg them deeply on the 
«^inds of their^childtffi, or committing them to the peri(h- 
|J»le materii^ y in bierogfyphical ligns, fo imperfect 
SSwpquently^t^rdffiSrei^var interpretation^ ? ^ 

ymy form icpe Tdca of the genim and learning of 
ftheJ uexlcans from tne manner i^whichSj^gv adjufted their 
kal fcdfr. ^ This they difpofed and regulatedlto the fun’s 
motw,lhakiog bis altitude and declination the ^eafure of 
and feafons. every year were alldV^flbree hun- 
dred and fixty-foiii*J^ays, which rfiey divided mhnj&ighteen 
months, affigning m each rfion^i twenty days. Thus the 
remaining four day?, they ad^ed at the. end of each 
year, to make it anfwer^hc r^^urfe of® the fun./ ThSy be- 
lieved that thefe four daysVvV|-re defignedly left^hy theirsan- 
ceftors to be employed in mrth and i%crcltion, for which 
reafon they devoted them ensb^ todiflipation. Induftry ceaf- 
ed, {hops were (hut up, thclcourfe of jitftice was flopt, and 
even the rites of religion w«e negkfted during this period. 
Nothing but diverfion was i^arded, the Mexicans fignify- 
ing by this their intention or rfcnewin^the labours of the 
cnfuir\g year with reiuvated vigor, tlje .t>eginning of which 
they placed d\\ the firif day of the fg/ng, difFerfn^ from the 
folar year, according to th^^omp station of ihqr aftrono- 
mers, only three days, w^iclf J'heyltook from our month 
of February, 

BEiiDES the dl^nfiop of the year in?o days and months, 
the Mcxuah.b'^A a.^^^nr^rmediate divifion of tj.w into weifeks, 
each qf which of thirteen days, wA particular, 

marked ia thbir kalendar by certain imagiis. Their 
ag^ponfifted of y^"ji-two yeg^^, or four weete of wears, Ac 
of vynich was c Jtremely ingenious, zjjp deferifed 
thc^ fop/j^%ing niannjfgf by ^|he elegant Anisia de 

dre^^a arge cfrcle, wliicu wh^vy diviyd into^^tg; 
twp degrees, allov/ing one year to eatb djegree. 

Cfmtre flood the image of the fun, from 
/our rays..^jF various colours, equilly dividinathe /^weeded 
[ leaving thirtCJjn degrees to eajl/(^j^-diame3r. Ti'cle, and 
fions were-^calcu»-:.;d to reprefent thc^Ggnsyf tjjv^efe divi- 
upon which their a^ei;:^ 4iad their rcvoluflons^nk^ndiac, 
his ^P 5 ^-„proff'.ous ^ a^ffig according joth^^he fun, 
the defcendeiu ray. 1/ a^Argcr circb^-irtcloling t/llour of 
they noted with-cJ/it «h&ogIyphical ^gns and cflothe^, 
all the accidents and^ccuvences of the age worthy cl^radters 
tranfmitted tc? pofterity \ lb that the,„^^jif/rfl« k| being 
was a kind o| ^^;qnological regifler of/adts, an(^|k^<^r 


ie^to pofterity, ei^r 
liinds of their^childdim, < 


eafure of 
iree hun- 
tighteen 
Phus the 
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that gteatly affifttd their oral tradition, bj|r;,j;ivipg the fu 
mental points of thofe tranfaftions upon a^hicl/ their 
poets, and hiftorians expatiated. calls thekanen^^ 

a rpecies of fecular maps, or pnblio jn^uments, whi^' 
ferved for proof of their hiftp;Q;j^^raiI^^ewcver, thM&l 
Weroglypbical figns and charafters werirlmperfeft^ndjiaolc 
to mifeonftrudipp^ Schools , were iiaftitutcd, whcr«n the ^ 
youth were^oght to celebrate the great aflions of theUi he- * 
roes, and^e molt memorable events of the preCeiifn 
upon which t);^^£xifiins^e\itd much more than upoil 
kaIend*^^^pon the whole^ impei^^ as this mtftffi^d 
muft ap)^ar to us who are acquainted vj^itfi the ufe of letters, 
it muft be acknowledged tp be an ingenious fubflitute, and 
among th^ wifeft iijftitiitions of the Mexican government ; 
as the veryi!eCital of thefe Ifepr^ip! atchievements muft, ne- 
ceffarily, inflame tijc youth jvith a" defire of emulating the 
glory of their anceftors. 




In the .computoefbj 

ftrong tin<iture of abfurd fupe 


of their ages, there was a 
ftition. They believed that 


m 


the woild was in danger of J^ing deftroyed, when the fun 
had completed the courfe of Aofc four greater weeks ; and 
when the clofe ol^this period arrived, they ferioufly pre- 
pared to fuftain the lAock of this. drew.dful and ultimate ca- 
lamity. On the laft rtoght they bid farewel to the light of 
the fun with tears and they expefted death with- 

out previous ficknefsjlthoy extinguilhed their fires, broke 
their houfhold furniti!^, n^lefted their food, and abandon- 
ed themfeives to forrow. ihoufandb Wight be fee« walk- 
ing about fields, agitated with thtf nipft^^ folent tranfports 
of dcTpair/uniil the dawn of tht fufcSf^ding day Vewrod 
hfrpe, whm they faluted the rifing fun witf all their 'mufitS 
iniftiumenlu, wuh hymns and'^^nas ih^t'eVpreiTed theihfu-*^ 
iiqxuous jX‘V. They congratulljvfjd ^ach otVer, 

and they-5iOu!dV^nfiorc be trojeft to 
hoipace of«two and fifty years for whfi# 
ed to their temples, to return thanks i|to 
fiecs, and to receive from their priefis nei)k 
kept bur^iny with the utmoft^^'fi^Ience for\ 
fore ^h\r ^tar, the night n^^/hclnding witlT 
and^6thcr diverfions, dedicated to the re- 
in much fhr'fame.,rnu3ner as the Haman^ 

. , *4 Luwii *vT"largam^. 

celebratj Qtber provinces t:/ S^in^ the inhabi- 

tan^ am book^, with leavad bn ^hich were inferibed 
I . ]cs of plants and animal, me c^^inoji pf time, and 
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memor^€ cveriis of preceding ages# In. the 
nee Mexw Pmper^ fays he, they had a library 
[iories and kalefdaxs, wherein they painted fuch things 
as had proj^* figures in th^r natural reprefentations, 

^nd othcas with arbitrary chajaflers/’ By 

„iH(Eh he wouhnijjto to intend, that fenfibic beings wesc 
^rcpryn??lf by their\pi£tures, ,and abftraflfcideaa typified by 
cerinn fixed charafters and fymbols^ fiinilf^r \o our art of 
wri r iM g flj id painting. ^ \ 

W Sth rcipcct to the religious ritesfSM^cef monies of Religion 
'^fm^Mexicans^ they were replete with fuch- abfu^^Jts, cruel* of tie 
ties, indecencies,* !uid obfrenities, as detraft ^Skly from Mexicans, 
the good fenfe confpicuous in the people, and cannot well 
be deferibed confiftently with the decorum to be ob- 
served in hiftury. Amidft a .lultitude of lefier" gods, |nd 
the obfeurity and blind nefs their idolat;^, they ftill ac- 

knowledged one rupreme Deiy, the creator of the heavens and 
the earth, the author of alll^i^d thingg, and the principle 
1 . \ i have our being. To exprefs 

s, the Mexican language want- 


by which we live, move, arj 
this great original of all thir 


ed a term, no words being\hought Sufficient to deferibe 
his attributes. I'hey only Signified ^eir belief in the 
exifteftre of this dcii^ b^calling th(j(!^yes tc\vards heaven 
with profound veneration ; an i givij^ him, after their way, 
the attribute of ineffiille, inlUc fanle manner* as^the Athe^ 
nians worflilpped ih^ JJnkhtxvri^nd. ^ Notwirhftanding they 
aferibed omnipotence to the fupreme they had no 


conception of ub.ouityand omniprcfcnce ; they couW not 
bel'eve, that Tc #'as o/2blc that the fame Goir '^puld govern 


whole univer c without the alfiftance of 


govern 
or 'minif- ' 



Ijroporaon 

•^feriov as favo”.- ’ fpl:»ts^^produced :^s there 4 p- 
.p\llred occft*f*on, without Ihrinbing'at at tt^* abSud/tj^of 
fu'^ipofing them to owe their exiflence T^lvine inture to 
JM milcfies of human nature. They enV^Vgp/j an im- 
'^erfeit ik\ 7 ^ of the immortaVty of the folil, zM of eter- 
nal rewards a.^^^uniffinien^fc-rft-^.'jtise fta^ ; tjfcuglj their 
ideas of virtue, ^rceS and mpral re<3:fv'*i:d5, wefi^^tremely 
grofs and abfurd. moft, tether Savage natmri), who 

pufcj dries tQ fut’jfity, they blendW the jjioft ri- 

diculous fjperftitior^iltb*evidem trotfis, and bur! jd gre&t 
quantities of golcf"fcd*lXVer with thek deccafed, to bear 
ihe charges of a .!4^us joun^ey to the next world. I^rincet 

were hon . ured wkh maufol-eums of greiV extent arlllofi^g- 

niVeentfe^. 
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' ntlicehce; and it was ufual wjth womol to bury tb^rfU 
Funerals, felves alfo with their hufbands^ to |i^r afft^ftion. ^ 
funeral of a prince was a dreadfdlyrpedacle ; his |irhbte 
bou&old was obliged to af company him t^he next 
or to be fiigftlatized in this with in?r^*ti^ to* their 
factor ; a V|l& of the blackcft dye amohjffhe Mexicans. Tne * 
bodies wero Oondu£lcd with, great pcftnp and fftcmnjjty to^ 
the temples^ from whence the priefts came forth to rd^ive 
them wirMheir Copper cenfors, burning incenre^^’*«4jhng- 
jng elegm ahdvd}f|es to the accompanyment of hoarie^ ill 
tuned flufc^the whole forming a melancholy, dreadfut^.r*" 
cord. Thfiuneral obfequics of a great' man continued for 
ten daysj during each of which fome of -^bis vaflkls or fer* 
vants* offered themfelves voluntary facrifices, in order to ren- 
der his dreary journey to eternity more eafy by their fervices. 
Tiie corpfe W2i^ handed to the place of interment by all 
the enfigns and tro^phies beldrwing to the deceafed. In a 
word, cruelty and pride o*''*.dpd all the lights held forth 
by reafon and fuperftition, rindering the Alexicam more 
wretched than if they had neycrcarried their thoughts beyond 
the prefent exiftence. / 

Next to the f'prcme God, the 2iXiz\tXi\ Mexicans held 
the fun, moon, tfiO* morning-ftar, "'find the fea, In the 
greateft honour. It to compliment Cortez wifh divine 
honours they' called hidf theqi*fypnng of the fun. The idol 
Vilizlipulizi was their /gre?-^^ft Icnfible god, he prcfided over 
all the lefler idols; ji«d, as fomp imagine, was the rcpie- 
fentativc of the invifible God. The Idol ncareft in quality 

/ ' to this godr #as the deity of penaKcC rcriirflion of fins, 
‘whom th^ called Tezcaltliputca^ iftadj of jet black marbj^ 
apd Ripely adorned with gold.i iilver, and jqwels. In his left 
blind the fdol H’cld a pen of bS^at^L^tiful feathers, iiTuing frO^ a 
plitc of fir.,«Iy burnifhed gold, il^^ which he o.eld 
' intraating ti e punifhmen^hc inflWad upon the flicked ; anj 
hifwpne w^s adorned withchuman fkulls and be*nes, to <f- 
note hi? prcfidi ^^^ver famine and peftilence. At Chalmja^ 
the Inh^it^i^^^ored a famous idol, Ailed the god of com- 
merce, oL'fcaufeuhe people of that city employ e^r-*iiem ft Ives 
in merchi^ndift) Thp fig«:t^.and ornametrt,v of this deity 
were cji^'ijive^of his‘ attributes ; but tut elTential quality 
c of all tkemtfyyan idols was, have artij^fped hideoufly ugly* 
by wal ini^piring terror Iil\wo|ld be .^diqw^-O -ij^cify 
ell the lefler deities of both fexe^ aakucdjjy the Mexicans i 
we fli^’4 therefore orly obferve, ttey frequently raifed 
^ living pen to divine honours, giving tboir^rifoners the name 
^ ol^bc^Sdol to w^«m they were to be facrificed. For the 

fpace 
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Jmc of ,a wbolc year, they were tneated wth the 

iMPDura thooght dirc^ to the idol, worlhipped in it$ ftead, 
^ikymetd with the jewels of the sod, and fed with the moft 
^didatis J^hen a prifoner was intended to be facri- 

he walke^^Hfg'i'he ftreets, the people flocked rougd 
ana wodlfc-iipped him\ tiTcy held forth their children and fick, 
that jfe might come and bi^s them ; but care was taken that 
he ftiould always be attended by a llrong«guard^ to prevent 
his eli:apifig. ^ \ 

. The Mexican priefts were divided into the ^nuc orders Mexican 
and clafles as the^ads whom' they ferved; thofe oi^he great priejfs^^. 
idol l^itzliputjli {liccQCiiti xo the facred office by a kind of in- 
heritance, the right of becoming the miniilers of this god 
being vefted in certain families. Thf ptieflsof the other 
temples were by election, though many them bad bJen 
offered up to that function from their infancy . The faccrdotal 
office was one nf the molt lucravv^ and impoitant in the ftatc, 
as the cleigy had i^reat influence in all political and civil af- * 
fairs, diicctingnot only the confeiences of the people, but the 
judgment of the fovereigns ; ift return for v/hich they wcje 
obliged to peiform certain li^id^ and pa^fful penances, as 
the pri^e ot the honou '^and clleem in they were held 

by all degrees* of mahkinA The hiA prieft vi^as likewife 
the facrificcr j he fiift plungrd*the k^ife into the i>reaft of 
the unhappy vidtirn, and out tl it. heart of the bleeding 
facrifice, which his blind zeal enabled to perform with- 
out remorfe, and regard as an action of fublime piety and 
devotion. ^ ^ 

Among the ^arri.i:>cs bore the fofS|j of civile*-. 

WffPWtdts, blended wiff! cenain religious ceremonies. The riagir, 
pieliminary article being adij^ed, the contrfded pair ap*^ 
the temple, and one (d the paielts fouaided their 
ii^^nation^ by certain t:errmonial queftions, aipointed ^ 
iaw^or that*gurpo!c. He then toolT'cne tip of t/e wmnypA^ 

&feilin one hand, and a corner o? the man’s garment i^i the 
Dthof, and tied them together, to cxprels ihlwndi^Iubl^ 
ur^ibn of thq^Iovers, and infcparablc rye of tl eirlnrfdions. 

Nor did this "b^remony comp[^';f* their mairftage ;/he pair 
returned to their non, under this emblem of /i.'^rfihp- 
dal yoke, vifited the domcftic fife, accompanied Jb^ tlie famr • 
pribft, and^offered j^ffiiplto that element, whvh be- 
lieved ciicnna*i“Ttr*''their and happtt^fs. The) fur- • 

rounded it feven ti tr.tr, ‘^afcqi which they fat down tt rc- 
:eive equal ffiares of^e treat, and then the marnage was 
:hought to be acco^pmhed. The portion brought by the 
wide was rcgiftcrcd in a public inftrument, that every part 
Mod. Hist. Vol. XXXVIII. H h .of 
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of it miuht be faithfully rcllored, in cafe of a^ftiparara^j 
w hich tiequently happened. Here t^c law laicf no reftiwjnt q 
on inclination; mutual confent was judged fuffiiient “caufc 
for a divoue. The parhcs were fupp^ieS&to be beft 
cj^Udjntcd wirti their own alFeClionr;'’ 'inf their happjj:?^^^ ' 

was chiefly concerned, they weic left tc^be their o'»‘Tjud^es ; 
an inllitution which, under ce^/ain re1[tri£tions, oughli, per* 
haps to be adopted, even on political principles, by 4iOre 
civ'.Lzed ^natior;.?'V ’'^nlels marriage be fuppoled ia^r'^rgious 
iste, ord^ed by the cliriftian docSiinein its prefent tprrn. 
AVIicn nuptial tye was diflbived, sqd the parties Yepa- 
rjtcd, ifric boys became the care of the father, while the 
mother was enjoined to piovide for the girls ; and it was ca- 
j/ital even again if unite or rooabit, that a due reftiaint 
rofghtbe la d on capuce r-nd fudden tranij orts of anger and 
violent p.uTion.* d^hus, notwithitanding the natural hcklc- 
nels of the people, divorces .were extremely rare, and more 
jHiianecs <;f conndbial happinefs were to be feen in Mexico 
t'/riH in any cihei country. I'hc danger incurred by attcinpt- 
im: oohabuatitui after the dvflblunon of the nuptial bond, 
W'.is fulhcient to p; event their giving way to flig it lallies of 
rcientment, while Vpv fparks of mu/>’^a] afFeition lernained ; 
and the la^ thojghc^IjC iinieafun^ibJe®to oblige two perfons 
to infepsraMe union, Who ^ntertained for each other only 
iVntinicnts o: difguft. The w'eie extieincly delicate 

of the chaftity and cc/du6t of their wives, as a point in which 
the honour of thc^huiband was deeply concerned ; fo that 
arr.idft that^Jy/undlcfs liceniiournefs^ith which they indulged 
t their fen^‘'?al appetites, they abhof^’-ed and pun’flicd adultery 
with the utmoli rigour iltfs upon acccHintof the atrocioi.'i’ijtfii'' 

^ 'xif the crime, ♦'than the incoh ^‘iiicnces rcfiiiting. 

Bfiptifvi. As form as a child was born, the 'nfantWas carried tfi^thc 
^ t^ple wirh great folemniiy, and rtccived by ^fell, i‘Ho 

pn'r»ounceaVa grave and pStheiic oration upon the^roubJes ^nd 
nnferies to wb.ch it was doomed on entering into this life of 
wretch lid corruption. In the right-hands of infents 
of diftA ^ fon the prif-fl- put a fword, and in the left a fbie^(l, 
to e^^prtXs the military life to which they werq^eftined.’ Me- 
chafiipal Wtrifments were put into the h ■*nd!,^of ibe male chil- 
^ dren of lyiRiciai/extraclion, and the females of every degree 
were a^rnell with the fphidle and'dilfafJ'^ intimatinq^the pfo- 
, per fpnere of the'^ore leifder f'ek Th^h-HreremonyTeing 
V ended, the infanis^were brought' the altar, and a kind 
[ of circumcifion was performed, by drying blood from the 
privy parts with the prickle of maguey, ai;er which they were 
dipped in water, while certain barbarous innovations were re- 
peated. 



ptated; A»ip5<Jicu1oits kind likcfeife ob- 

^iQcd at ftited periods' by the Mexicans^ which the ptiefts ad- 
^rtfl&iilered with gicat devotion, by dividing into fmall Bits, a 
paftt.idol, which they^talled the god of Ptnitence. Wc need 
not obferve the i^r refcmblance of thefe inftitutions to thofe 
ihcJewiJh^^^Qk;:ifihm relictions’ ; it muft fij-ikethe ima- 
gination of the c^vcelcfs reader; but we cannot avoid 
once iT®?^repfatin(;, tha'<^^ ,many of the rites and ceremo- 
nief* of the Mixteam were'Yo barbarous in their nature, 
fo fhr^rki^^g to human ty, fo abfurd, befffa), and incongru- 
ous, 'as to ieem altogether i*'ccn>panbT?^ith the^ regularity 
*Si^ indeniablc oeconrmy obTervable in other parts of ihc 
government. (Jbe of the moft de^etlahle, though^riginally 
founded on policy, wa*? the human firrifices made to the gods ; 
which was carried to fa preat a p’tch oj" religious fury», that 
twenty thoufand, on time-, have fprinklcd the ajtars with t]^cir 
blood in a fingle day. In enf word, tlfc Jiiexkan religion 
was an abomlnnhie coinnoui d of impiety, ahfurdity, and 
cruelty, r nvieicd m rcg’aiing Lf the accidental rays of natu- 
ral reafon, which fo nelimes erlijhrcred thedreadfu! objeft. 

It ha*? already be n ohO rveo, that the ancient government Gew 
of the Mexicans was at firft [>opular or republican ; that fhew;^’»/. 
fadlions into which the people vi'dre divdCd obliged them to 
cle<9: a fovereign ; thj^t^c power of ^^Teflion wjs lodged in 
the hands of the whol:* hudy of ih.* rommunjty * but this 
being found attended witn / .convenience^', it waS' deleg '•ted 
to the kings ofTezc^^co and Tacuhd^ and four princes of the 
blood royal. We aHo obferved that king cledi, aficr the 
reign of fixfi Alotezuma^ w is obliged, previous to his 
coronation, to invade Come n i ghbourir g na\ion, to atig- 
piejnt the dominions, ^f tlPb crown, and to return ^*ith a num-" 
her of captives, w'bom he w^aslo faciifice to^the gods at Ijjs 
uiwuguration. ]t\ his return In triumph from this expedition,^ 
tye iiio. arch was met ^py the nobility, the minifters of ftaie, 

Aid th^ cliief perfonages of the facerdotal fumi^ii jn, who^on- 
ceiled him to the temple of the^god of war, fhed the Kc od of 
the human vi£Iims, then cloathed the princl^n the imperial 
robes, put a golden fword, edged with fharp bis right 

hand, and in his left a bow and arrow's, to exprefa his fupremc 
authority ove\^l matters ci^i! and military. tThe diadem was 
then placed on his i^nples byfhe rnvereign,of firft 

cleftorof the empire > an"3 oneof thebldeftmin fters made him' 
a mni;'/;MtuIato^ and exhortator^v, to thepurpofewe 

have already related., was anointed bythchigh-prieft with 
a kind of balm, jet-blac\,^prinkied wilph confecrated water ; ^ 
and, aftci receivir^j^c bleffij^gof this religious fage, adorned 
* H h 2 with 



with t mantlci onVhich wwflrpamtcd tb« im^jj^ fkuJkmf 
• human bones, to remind hint of hit mortality. 

medicines, charms, and incantations^ were hkewjjle tifed 
coronation, to prcferve the prince frojn iV iirffflion of dif^, 

^ cafes, and the power of in^antments ; aft^wiitch he offered 
incenfc to the god FitziipHtJH, and took to maintain 
rdigion and tulloms of bis anceftors, p prd^rve the people^ 
all their rights and privileges, render bis happy^ 

and his empire powerful. It^ alfo reported that he was 
obliged to fwear, that the fun Ibould (bine by day, rains 

(ail in their proper rations ^ and that the land fbou)d neither be 
infefted with plagues, famines, nor inundations, during ^ 
reign j by which it was not underftood that the prince bad 
power o^cr the elements,, but that he iho^ild do nothing to 
caufc the vengeance of heaven, or draw down the puot(h* 
mem of his fins upoi^ his innocent people. 

HiMEDiATELY after the kftg’s coronation, his court 
was appointed. Hii^ boufbold and guards were magni£cent 
beyond imagination ; but wc have deferibed many of 
thefe particulars in the hiftory of the conqueft of it 

will be fufiicient to repeat that MnUXuim II. ’s court was 
fplendid beyond that of any of his predcceiTors. No left* 
than two hundred noblemen of the hift diftinflion formed, 
his body-guard, and^'yved him withtj^rofound revererxe ae 
table. De iolis makes lihc number ^ill greater, and delcribes 
the vfrorfliip paid to the emperCc as of a piece with the ado- 
ration (hewn to the gods. No lefs than three thoufand wo« 
men were kept in the ^Qjlacc to gratify the Ji|ft of this mon-* 
fler of fenfuali^, who, in other refpefts, was a prince of 
. great fpirit, pdficy, and magnificenpe. In former reigns, 
»the palace ,^as crowded with conoubines; but Matezum^ ^ 
greatly augmented the number, and feiefted them from the 
-nfgins hrfl; in (Quality and bcaufy in his empire, either given . 9 
by their relations, or violently extorted by way of tri*‘^ic t 
the Ibvcrcign.* Two of thefe ladies, the prince’s f?Vo;.ritesi 
wcre'®particularly diflinguiihcd, and the Spanijh \yjrirctf hu . 
Hour them with /he title of queens ; but whether they ac- 
quired this pre-'iVninence from their fuperior quality, from tbe. 
peculiar favdur of the fovereign, or in^ confequeoce of fqmo, 
contia£t before tljley were taken tc the royal bed, we are not^ 
informedr ^ , .r • ‘ ■ 

Rt^enues. ^ The revenues of the crown have'beforc been ntentioned j, « 
they were indeed enormous,' but the chierf^nd fr^ni, 
the voluntary or extorted contribution^ of the people. Ali{ 

vaff empine^ 
the 

dignity. 


j>the laborious citizens and merchuifts of thi^ 
H contributed a third of ibeir profits to ft'j«'ort 



fie if AflMca^ 

'%n^. OlSwra (Kirere ajjrpc^ted, whpfr^ldte regt^ cA 
t&s # the revenue^ in which thejjT never ftrfffcr^jd 


^he ruhje3/tbf in9ha^h muft be maintained l!n the \ 

i^Ienrfbr^^jjJhixury of 

Tfilsi^re grof*! impes;fr3idns in the Mexican govern^ Comn:^ 
ment, 'which ncverthelefs was not devoid of excelTepcics, 
Ther?'Wft*a remarkable haimony ameyaj* the different de- 
partments of Ac conffitution. There was a council of 
ifST?? a council <y aboard to ‘manage the royal revenue^ a 
council of war, which regulated every thing rclatii^e to the 
armyj a fupreme*cc>uncil of juftice, and aboard of trade? 
and commerce. We fhall relate the IJ^rerogatives of the 
principal of thefc, from whenae the reader may form a prefry 
accurate idea of the ancient cbnftitution tfie Mexican em- 


pire. In the council of ftate were debated all matteis. of 
great importance ; fuch as the im^pofing tares, framing laws, 
forming alliances, or declaring war or peace. In this the 
king was fupreme, and, indeed, arbitrary, when he choP; to 
diflent from his counfellors, whom Motezuma II. f;on.- 
fulted, rather out of fexm than regard the conftitufdone 
The fupreme tabunal 6^1lftice refided^at il/earAv,* and con-t 
fifted of twelve judges, who determined all appeals from the 
lower courts, and gave a final verdiS, unlefs the erpjperor 
thought proper to interpofe. The tow. and provincvis bad 
their proper judges and officers, who heard the parties and 
decided caufes. Their dccifiorts were fummar^and verbal j 
both fides appeared with tt^gir claims and witnefles, i»n.d judg- 
!nirn:^w;as immediately«^iven, except when the poin j in liti- 
gation was thought too intricate filfr the determir/atioja of that^ 
in which caie it was remitted to the fupciior tribunal 
at Mexico, There could be no bills nor anfwers, n o tedious 
""SJeefaratidns Snd pleadings, to obfeure truth and confound tlJe, 
judges, becauTe there was no w;iting, which in this inftance 
might be confidered as a ftlicity. Unadorned and na- 
ked truth, undifguifed by, fophiftry and rhetoric, al'one pr^ 
vailed ;• and if jiiftice perverted, the caufe was im-e 

mediately kn^wrj^naqjely, that it was the pleafure* of the 
fovereign it (hould be fo, valth which the people" rea dily ac- 
^quitfeed. Cuftom ^nd the inftitutfons of their aiireftors 
ufuallynegulai^u tive cond;)dl of the judges, Rcwai'ds and , 
puniihments were difpeCied ^ith the gre|teff cautioib, anfd' 
moft rigid regard to juftice. Murder, theft, adulter y, and 
tven the appearance,;;jt tieafon^^were punUhed with eVath ; 

fodomy 
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jRmyand robbpr^oo wdfc deemed capital ^ 

• Jj^c writers alled^ that the firfl: inftanee of jth^t rfb*- 

*ery was punilhed, only with the lofs of liberty;, ;artdlb^ 
Mccond with the \oU of life. Corruption i|j^the minifteis^ 
was capital ; but ilightcr mifdemeanorvS rfdy pardoned 

fays De Solis^ in a country where religjott^^felf de^rmed juf^ 
flee by tolerating vice. The cmRec^ committied^^ the msi*'* 
giftrates were clofcly infpeaed^by the prince, rfiffdways fe- 
verely punifhed,^ This muflr'be confeifed from, the (uper- 
ficial view of ihg^exican policy exhibited hf,^'StaniJh 
writers, that they were ptslTefled of fome morJl virtues. Their . 
integrity and fttiiSl regard to that kind of iullice witl} 
they were acquainted, was fufficient toVedrefs injuries, and 
maintain fociety among fellow citizens. *The Mexicans^ a- 
midft all their impi|tics, impurities, and abfurdities, itill pre- 
feived fome regard to that primitive equity implanted in the 
human foul, when jnen had no laws, becaufe they were igno- 
rant of crimes. 


The council of war no^iinateJ all inferior officers, iffued 
out the pay of the foldiers, took care that the army was 
prc'perly fupplied w’ith provifion and every other neceffary, 
and recommended to the royal notice thofc officers who had 
diflinguiffied their^y.eal for the public fervice, by their courage 
or capacity. As truf governme]^'Vias in \ great ^neafurc 
military^ the foldiers were more favoured than any other de- 
gree of people. They foone^iof'^ to great fortunes, to dig- 
nities^ pofts, and ernployments, and even to civil titles and 
honours, than perfe;ns of the fame quality of any other pro- 
feffion. Whj^ver the troop^'^sefided, they were diftinguiihcd 
by particular privileges and for this rcalbn the 

nobility and gentry flocked to th^ari®y as the regular p h9*v 
of prefepnent. It therefore eafy for the Mexican 
government to maintain a prodigious army, where men di 
fortune ferved at their private expi^nce, in hoper^ v^f raung 
themfelvos to the royal notice by their merit. Beiides, 'ihe** 
caziques, and^curacas, or governors of provinces, were ebli- 
ged to brings a certain number of men into the field when 
required ; -/and, if we may credit Sc/ir, the emperor of* 
Mexico had thirty vaffals, each of them raife 

a handled thoufand able-bodM" foldiers j^Mwhiqh alone fuf* 
ficieri\!y (ferrfonftrates the pQwer^of the empire, and renders 
next to fupernatural the; conqueft of the Spaniards. Thefe*,^ 
troops were commanded by their rcYpe£live prirfies in 
* perf^n, who all received their ^Ofd^ers from the emperor 
in perfon, or his^reprefontati^t. In all w^ars of great im- 
portance the emperor took*the field 5 -^ being deemed ex^ 

tremely 



47 * 


wiaid^ Irtipolitfc'tiB commit |(reat ariniwjto ri>e care' of r«\,. 

1 ^ Jeds, 48 it nibht be the meatis of ledudng them from tht 
^ fiddity theyoii^ to the crown,andexdtingfan ambition which 
bdbre lay dotiiSjlt hecaufe it waf nof^ roufcd into a£iion. 
P^Miliiary hon?>ijrs inftittited as ‘rewards tft tboft who 
had diftinguimed their valour ; they were of dit- 

fercnt kiiids^n order to difoiTminate between the different 
degrees of merit. Some wore the eagle fgir a badge, others Re*wardj, 
the tyger^^and a tJArd the lion, as the dgjHces of their fcve* o/ merit, 
^raj^rders. TWre was one of a (uperior nature, to which 
none but prince^ were raifed, whatever merit they'might % 

poflefs. Of this^order the emperor himfelf was always a 
member. The*^ wore their hair tied back with a red rib- 
bon, to which were fufpended a number of taflels, ^hich 
hung down their (hotilders, according to the exploits tfffey 
performed, a new one being a3ded every time^they performed 
any fignal a(5lion. This was a^^admirs ble contrivance to . 
excite emulation ; and the honours were Eagerly fought after, 
becaufe they were never abuled or conferred on the unworthy 
by court-favotir. Signal fcrvices alone gave a title to thofe 
dignities, and it was necefl'ary that the exploits of which 
they Wfre the rcwardr^^jDiould be por^ned in the prcfcnce 
of the whole army, b%fon> thofe pioaioted could procure re- 
fpc£t or efteem. • • 

council of trade and commerce was ftri£9y united to 
that of the revenue. They ccnierrtd together on the means 
of rendering the iiii[iiifiiiiiii^iii*i icrniiwii moft advan- 
tageous to the crown, and Teaft oppre/Iive the fubjtfft. 

The board of trade exan\ied all projedts off’ei ed for the bene- • 
fit of commerce, promoted them if approved, and rejeSed 
them if they were found inadequate to the pur^fes intendei^^ 
*’T^ey alfoadjufted and regulated all differences among mer- 
chants, ^and rated the ^aikel-prices of all commodities. 

We have,* upon a former occaf^on, minutely deferibed the 
‘great fair oT Mexico^ at v./hich the officers of the crown and 
the board prefided, which may fuffice to convey an idea of 
^he prerogatives, andithte utility of this board. 

We mult take noeiJe of^rhe care taken by the Mexicans of p, 
the cducatwn of^theiichildn n, and the diligenje^witl^which 
they Itudied their inclination?, as one of the moft laudable • ^ 

' inftij|juons of ther policy. Publick fchools were ere<Sted for 
the children of plcbeiar%; and colleges, or feminaries of» 
marc poliffe learning, for fons of the jiobility. The me- 
thod of education w^ adapted to* the peculiar genius of the 
child, and the ftatj^n in life itf which he was to a£t* There 

were 
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Ten Sifter^ ^ f^intsncz. « 

^^e re/pedive mt^tn fw every diff^cnt br^ch Df^oea* 
4on, for it>fants, children^ and jomti, ,who^ad the autho-| 
rity of fhe king’s ininiftcr^ and were juftly/egarded m that^ 
important lights bcosnife' they formed principles and 
qualifications, wh left afterwatds fitteiCifnefr ^pils for die^ 
ifervice of their co untry. In thefe femirtariea ti^^onng teen 
fpent their lives, until they fit to emu geftto light, cm*- 
bark in the pubhjck fervicc,‘*and purfue tbofe profefBons in 
which they were; inftrufted. One of^the firft''bTanches of . 
education was to* decyjlher thofe figns anji charafler s, ot_ 
which* iheir kalent Jar and hiftorical regjltcr was cotjipdle^ 5 
and to recite, by memory, thofe fangs wfiich contained the 
valiant actions of their anceftors, and the pi^ife$ of their godSb 
In the next fuperioi grlafs, they were taught modcAy, humility^ 
a gentle mild behaviour, and^hofe qualities of the mind 
which endear men^lo the work!, and prove fo agreeable and 
ufeful to the peace and felicity of fociety. This was a fpecics 
of ethical learning, by winch moral habits were inculcated 
inftead of refined fpeculative principles j the mafters were, 
therefore, of greater reputation and ability than the former, 
eminently (killed in the human heart, and fully praiStifed in 
the means of contending with youthfij\ inclinations, and cor-v 
refting viol;?nt paffionV. When tiic youth had acquired what 
was deemed a fufficient moral knowledge, and were fuppofed 
able CO bend their paflions to reafon, they palTed on to the 
third clafs, where they employed ihemfelves in robuft exer- 
cifes, and were govern ftrength by dexterity and 

addrefij. They fSiled heavy 3fe9gW?t'they wreftled, and vied 
with each other in running and leaping. They were inAiuft- 
cd in the ufe of arms, how to banoJe tiie fword, throw- the 
and (hoot the arrow with force and exaftnefs, in which 
many became extraordinary proficients. They were inund 
to hunger, thirft, fatigue, hardened againft the incle- 
mencies of the weather, and formed in all refpedsf in ’the ru- 
diments of the military art^ as far, at leaA, as it Was un- 
derftood in Mexico^ When the: young nobility returned home^ 
they were then allowed to purfue theif; inclinations, and to*^ 
embrace a civil, military, or religious li!e, juft as they thought 
proper; it being very reafonably fuppofed, t^y H'ould (uc^ 
ceed beu in that (phere to which thpy were led by inclina- 
tion, without any compuKion from their parents. The 
tary life was generally preferred as i^he moft certain pa^ to 
'preferment and honour ; but before it was irrevocably em- 
braced, the children** of nobility paiTed another trial, which 
merits attention. They were fisnt to the to experience 
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the li^rdfliips of a campaign, before enrolled IheitvfeVes* 
in the miliary lift, and undei^ook a profefiion which they 
might find ^^reeable ia pi;adice, however pleafing it might 
appear to thAo^ination. Hei^ tl^y were obliged to carry 
loads of bag the meaneft folders, to tnpre them to fa- 

tigue^mortify theirvanity,and accuftom themtofubordination 
and obedit^p,^the moft effential part of difcipline, and the 
moft difficult CO be acquired by a proud ambitious fpirit. They 
were obliged tSjpve proofs of their perflJverance* conftancy^ 
and valqiur : n^e was admitted who changed countenance on 
^ighc of the erfbmy ; and it was obfervable, that thaie proba- 
tionT'proved of^ht utmofi fervice in battle, all being emu- 
lous to fignalize themfelves, and many plunging headlong 
into danger, from a perfuafion, that fome degree of temerity 
was infeparable from juvenilt valour. With thefe infiitudone 
it is fcarce conceivable howVhe Mexican empire (hould nave 
i fo eafily been overthrown ; but there w^sa fatality that feem- , 
' ed tohaften the downfal and naiii of t^is moft powerful and 
I polifhed nation of all America. 
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